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INTRlDtrtrCTION. 


fflSTORICAL    SKETCH    OF    JESUS    AND    THE 
APOSTOLIC  AGE. 


NINETEEN  hundred  years  ago  the  whole  civilized  world 
known  to  the  ancients  bowed  beneath  the  sceptre  of 
the  Emperor  of  Rome.  Everywhere  from  Britain  to  Ethio- 
pia the  Roman  eagles  had  marked  the  track  of  victory.  The 
Atlantic  Ocean  and  the  African  desert  had  interposed  im- 
passable natural  barriers  to  the  West  and  South ;  the  Rhine 
and  Danube  formed  a  northern  frontier  against  the  Barbari- 
ans. In  the  East  alone  the  invincible  legions  had  been 
baffled,  for  the  Parthian  or  new  Persian  monarchy  contested 
with  varying  fortune  of  war  the  possession  of  the  district  of 
the  Euphrates,  and  the  wandering  tribes  of  north-western 
Arabia  were  troublesome  neighbors  whom  it  was  easy  to 
defeat  but  impossible  to  subdue.  For  this  reason  Syria  and 
Phoenicia  were  generally  occupied  by  a  very  considerable  mil- 
itar}'  force. 

The  whole  of  this  enormous  area  was  divided  into  provinces 
(conquered  territories)  of  Rome,  and  was  ruled  by  governors. 
The  only  exception  was  fbrnished  by  Middle  and  Southern 
Italy ;  for  about  a  centurj'  before  the  commencement  of  our 
era  the  inhabitants  of  these  districts,  sword  in  hand,  had 
extorted  from  the  citizens  of  Rome  the  concession  of  equal 
rights,  and  now  stood  under  the  immediate  government  of 
the  Roman  Senate.  But  even  in  the  East  there  were  some 
few  people  who  were  still  dignified  with  the  name  of  allies, 
and  allowed  to  retain  their  own  princes  as  vassals  of  Rome. 
These  people,  though  bound  to  pay  tribute  and  serve  in  the 
army,  still  preserved  the  shadow  of  independence.  Origi- 
nally the  title  of  Roman  citizen  was  only  allowed  to  a  foreigner 
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as  a  reward  for  some  signal  service,  but  eventually  it  was 
granted  to  any  one  who  paid  a  fixed  sum  of  money.  The 
title  was  greatly  coveted,  for  it  gave  those  who  bore  it  the 
privilege  of  appeal  from  the  jui-isdiction  of  the  loital  gover- 
nors to  the  imperial  court  at  Rome. 

With  regard  to  language  the  gigantic  empire  was  split  into 
two  great  sections.  Latin  prevailed  in  the  West ;  but  in  the 
East,  ever  since  the  times  of  Alexander  the  Great,  Greek  had 
been  the  universal  language. 

Octavianus,  better  known  under  the  name  of  Augustas, 
heir  to  the  great  Julius  Caesar,  was  the  first  to  ascend  the 
imperial  throne,  which  he  did  after  a  sanguinar}*  civil  war 
(reigned  29  B.C.  to  14  a.d.).  And  now,  lor  the  first  time 
for  centuries,  there  was  peace ;  and  the  doors  of  the  temple 
of  Janus  at  Rome,  which  always  stood  open  in  time  of  war, 
were  closed.  Under  Augustus  the  provinces  were  divided 
into  two  classes.  To  those  which  had  neither  internal  com- 
motions nor  hostile  invasions  to  fear  governors  were  appointed 
yearly  by  the  Senate ;  but  those  which  were  threatened  by 
tumult  or  war  were  governed  by  nominees  of  the  Emperor. 
These  imperial  provinces  were  for  the  most  part  situated  on 
the  frontier,  and  in  them  the  five-and-twenty  legions  of  the 
empire  were  quartered.  In  fact  their  governors  were  military 
oonmianders,  each  of  them  supported  by  a  general  overseer 
of  the  taxation.  Important  sub-districts,  such  as  Palestine, 
were  sometimes  placed  under  the  immediate  control  of  dep- 
uty-goverilors,  who  combined  the  administration  of  the  mifi- 
tary,  the  judicial,  and  the  financial  affairs  of  their  respective 
districts. 

The  Roman  supremacy  weighed  like  lead  upon  the  subject 
peoples.  So  far  from  respecting  their  independence  the  gov- 
ernors aimed  rather  at  extinguishing  all  national  peculiarities. 
But  the  worst  abuse  was  the  sj^stematic  draining  of  the  prov- 
inces by  the  contractors  of  taxes,  who  practised  the  most 
shameless  extortion  with  impunity.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
widest  toleration  of  the  various  religions  was  practised  by 
Rome.  The  governors  were  instructed  to  respect  the  religious 
convictions  of  the  peoples.  Thus,  for  example,  the  military 
standards  to  which  the  Caesar's  image  was  affixed  had  never 
been  carried  into  Jerusalem  before  the  time  of  Pilate,  out  of 
regard  to  the  Jewish  horror  of  image- worship.  The  Roman 
magistrates  in  many  of  the  conquered  districts  took  part  ofif)- 
cially  in  the  public  worship  of  their  respecti\*e  territories ; 
and  Augustus  even  went  so  far  as  to  assign  a  portion  of  the 
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imperial  revenues  drawn  from  Palestine  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  daily  sacrifice  in  the  temple  on  Mount  Zion.  Generally 
speaking,  then,  the  Romans  were  far  from  desiring  to  force 
the  worship  of  their  own  gods  upon  all  their  allies  or  subjects. 
But  there  was  one  exception  to  this  rule.  It  was  required, 
throughout  the  whole  empire,  that  divine  honors  should  be 
paid  to  the  Emperor ;  and  the  demand  involved  the  Jews,  and 
the  Christians  after  them,  in  grievous  perplexities. 

The  Romans  themselves  were  forbidden  by  law  to  go  over 
to  a  foreign  religion ;  but  the  regulation  was  seldom  enforced. 
Indeed,  the  religious  condition  of  the  ancient  world  made  it 
impossible  to  carry  it  out ;  for  faith  in  the  national  deities 
was  tottering  to  its  fall  among  Romans  and  Greeks  alike. 
In  fact,  it  hs^  out-lived  itself;  and  philosophy  had  powerflilly 
contributed  to  its  overthrow.  A  deep  dissatisfaction  made 
the  want  of  something  better  keenly  felt,  and  an  ever  stronger 
yearning  after  a  purer  conception  of  the  nature  and  the  will 
of  the  Deity  threw  many  a  one  into  the  arms  of  Judaism,  just 
as  it  afterwards  prepar^  the  way  for  Christianity. 


n. 

The  civil  war  between  the  brothers  Hyrcanus  and  Aristo- 
bulus,  sons  of  the  Maccabsean  prince  Alexander  Jannaeus,  had 
biODght  the  Romans  under  Fompey  into  JudsBA  (64  b.o.)  ; 
and  once  established  there  as  rulers,  they  obstinately  main- 
tained their  footing.  It  was  through  their  favor  and  by  the 
force  of  their  arms  that  the  Idumsean  Herod,  son  of  Antipater, 
the  adviser  of  Hyrcanus,  secured  the  Jewish  throne  (from  37 
to  4  B.C.).  He  threw  down  the  temple  of  Zerubbabel,  and 
raised  a  new  and  magnificent  structure  in  its  place.  The 
boilding  of  this  temple  occupied  eight  years,  and  the  cost  was 
enormous.  Herod  was  an  energetic  and  magnificent  ruler, 
but  a  thorough  despot.  His  suspicious  character  and  un- 
natural cruelty  merited  the  burning  hatred  with  which  he  was 
regarded  by  his  subjects.  This  aversion  was  so  intense  that 
on  his  deatii  the  Jews  sent  a  special  embassy  to  Rome,  pray- 
ing the  Emperor  not  to  impose  upon  them  a  prince  of  the 
house  of  Herod,  but  rather  to  allow  them  to  follow  their  own 
laws  and  customs,  under  the  supervision  of  the  governor  of 
Syria.  But  their  petition  was  rejected,  and  Augustus,  giving 
effect  to  the  will  of  Herod,  divided  the  country  among  that 
mooaroa's  sons.     Archelaus  received  Idumsea,  Judaea,  and  Sa- 
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mana ;  Herod  Antipas  became  teti*arch  of  Galilee  and  Fertea ; 
and  Philip  obtained  the  northern  regions  east  of  the  Jordan. 
After  a  reign  of  nine  3*ear8  Archelans  was  accused  at  Rome, 
by  his  own  subjects,  of  gross  misdeeds,  was  deposed  by  the 
Emperor,  and  banished  to  Vienna  (in  Gaul),  a.d.  P.  His 
tenitoiy  was  added  to  the  province  of  Syria,  and  came  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Roman  governors  who  had  their  seat  at 
CflEsarea,  on  the  sea  coast.  The  fifth  of  these  governors, 
Pontius  Pilate  (a.d.  26-37)  is  the  one  best  known  to  us.  On 
tiie  death  of  Philip,  in  a.d.  34,  his  district  also  was  incorpo* 
rated  with  Syria,  and  some  years  afterwards,  in  a.d.  39,  Herod 
Antipas  was  deposed  by  the  Romans  and  banished  to  Lyons. 

Meanwhile,  however,  a  grandson  of  Herod  the  Great,  by 
another  line,  had  obtained  the  title  of  King,  through  the 
favor  of  the  Emperor,  and  had  had  the  former  territory  of 
Philip  assigned  to  him  (a.d.  37).  Galilee  and  Pereea  were 
now  (a.d.  39)  added  to  his  domain ;  and  finally  Jud»a,  Idu- 
maea,  and  Samaria  were  placed  under  him,  —  so  that  the  whole 
land  of  the  Jews  was  once  more  united  (a.d.  41-44)  under 
a  prince  of  its  own,  Herod  Agrippa  I.  He  succeeded  in  gain- 
ing the  affection  of  his  people  by  his  strict  regard  to  religious 
observances,  but  he  died  after  a  very  short  reign.  His  son, 
Agrippa  II.,  did  not  succeed  him,  but  was  afterwards,  in 
a.d.  53,  appointed  to  the  general  supervision  of  the  temple, 
with  the  right  of  nominating  the  high  priest.  Henceforth,  all 
Palestine  was  a  Roman  Province,  and  as  there  had  been  seven 
governors  before  Agrippa  I.  so  there  were  seven  after  him. 
The  fourth  and  fifth  of  these,  Claudius  Felix  (a.d.  62-61), 
and  Porcius  Festus  (a.d.  61-63)  are  mentioned  in  the  New 
Testament.  Under  the  seventh,  Gessius  Floras,  that  revolt 
against  Rome  burst  out  which  ended  in  the  fall  of  the  Jewish 
state  and  the  destraction  of  Jerasalem  and  the  temple  (a.d. 
66-70). 

The  craelty  and  extortion,  the  caprice  and  incompetence 
of  Florus  had  doubtless  hastened  this  outburst ;  but,  inde- 
pendently of  all  this,  it  might  have  been  long  foreseen.  For 
a  century  past  an  increasing  fermentation  had  been  obser- 
vable among  the  Jews.  It  had  given  rise  as  early  as  the 
times  of  Herod  the  Great  to  repeated  tumults,  and  when,  at 
the  deposition  of  Archelaus,  the  Roman  governor  held  a 
census  in  the  new  province,  certain  wild  spirits  had  unfdrled 
the  banner  of  revolt  against  Rome.  These  ^^ zealots"  as 
they  were  called,  for  God  and  the  fatherland,  gradually 
foimed  a  party  in  Israel,  and  grew  more  numerous  and  more 
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fanatical  year  by  year,  till  at  last  they  utterly  destroyed  the 
inflaence  of  the  party  of  order  and  submission,  and  carried 
away  the  whole  people  with  them. 

Let  us  now  glance  at  th(t  internal  organization  and  con- 
dition of  the  people.  The  highest  official  position  was  that 
of  the  high  priest ;  but  Herod  the  Great  had  set  the  example 
of  deposing  and  appointing  the  high  priest  by  royal  authority, 
and  had  conferred  the  dignity  upon  a  famil}"  of  priests,  who 
though  Jews  were  not  natives  of  Palestine :  so  the  lustre  of  the 
office  had  greatly  declined.  The  post  was  passed  backwards 
and  forwards  between  a  few  families,  and  not  many  of  the 
high  priests  remained  in  office  much  above  a  year.  Their 
ambition  was  then  satisfied,  and  they  willingly  resigned  the 
honor  in  favor  of  some  successor,  especially  if  he  were  a 
brother  or  other  near  relative.  As  a  rule  they  secured  but 
little  personal  respect  from  the  people.  The  high  priest 
was  the  president  of  the  Sanhedrim  at  Jerusalem,  a  body 
which  pronounced  judgment  without  appeal,  as  the  supreme 
Jewish  authority  both  in  civil  and  ecclesiastical  affairs.  Its 
decisions  were  even  held  binding  by  the  Jews  residing  in 
foreign  countries.  But  it  had  no  power  to  carry  out  the  sen" 
tence  of  death  without  the  consent  of  the  Roman  governor. 
There  were  also  Judges  in  every  cit}'  in  Palestine,  and  each 
synagogue  had  its  council  of  elders,  who  exercised  certain 
judicial  powers. 

Israel's  great  misfortune  was  want  of  unanimity.  Up  to 
the  last  moment  of  its  existence  the  nation  was  torn  asunder 
by  bitter  religious  and  political  disputes.  The  Pharisees  and 
Sadducees  in  particular  were  violentl}'  opposed  to  one  another. 
The  Sadducees  were  the  aristocratical  party,  composed  of  the 
families  from  which  the  high  priests  were  drawn,  together 
with  their  adherents  and  certain  other  distinguished  families. 
They  laid  great  stress  upon  the  privileges  of  the  priests  and 
upon  the  dignity  and  the  sanctity  of  the  order ;  they  sedulously 
cultivated  ti^e  friendship  of  their  rulers,  including  tiie  Romans, 
and  insisted  upon  submission  to  authorit}'  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  order.  The  Pharisees,  on  the  other  hand,  were  the 
national  party.  Filled  with  a  lofty  sense  of  Israel's  pre-emi- 
nence above  other  nations,  and  the  privileges  it  might  claim  as 
the  people  of  God,  they  scrupulously  avoided  all  intercourse 
with  the  heathen,  endeavored  to  develop  the  religion  of  the 
Law  in  accordance  with  the  .wants  of  the  age,  and  maintained 
tiie  sanctity  of  all  Israelites  as  members  of  the  priestly  nation. 
Narrow-minded,  scrupulous,  and  formal,  they  were  neverthn* 
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less  inspired  with  untiring  zeal  in  fhe  service  of  Yahweh.  with 
unreserved  devotion  to  his  glory,  and  with  inextinguishable 
hope  in  the  future  of  his  people.  As  a  nile,  the  love  and 
honor  in  which  the  people  held  them  equalled  the  indif- 
ference or  even  dislike  with  which  they  regarded  the  Sad- 
ducees.  But  the  Sadducees,  on  the  other  hand,  held  the 
reins  of  authority,  though  the  Pharisees  could  make  their 
influence  felt  in  the  Sanhedrim,  to  which  a  cortain  number 
of  members  were  appointed  from  the  oi*der  of  the  Scribes. 
These  Scribes  received  their  education  at  the  University  or 
Colleges  of  Jerusalem,  made  the  stud}'  of  the  Law  the  task 
of  their  lives,  and  then  interpreted  and  applied  it  in  the 
synagogues.  For  the  most  part  they  adopted  the  principles 
of  the  Pharisees  with  heart  and  soul.  The  Zealots,  too, 
belonged  originally  to  the  Pharisaic  school ;  but  while  the 
majority  of  the  party  were  opposed  to  violence,  the  Zealots 
were  determined  agitators,  and  were  finally  the  cause  of 
Israel's  fall,  after  a  hopeless  struggle. 

Lastly,  the  Essenes  must  be  added  to  the  Pharisees  and 
Sadducees.  They  were  not  simpl}'  a  school  or  party,  how- 
ever, but  a  special  sect  which  had  risen  out  of  Pharisaism. 
They  may  be  best  described  as  an  order  of  Jewish  monks. 
Their  numbers  are  estimated  at  four  thousand.  Still  more 
strict  and  scrupulous  than  any  of  the  other  Jews,  they  were 
not  content  with  the  ordinary  observance  of  the  Law,  and  so 
withdrew  themselves  from  all  public  life  in  nervous  feai*  of 
contamination,  and  formed  a  little  societ}'  by  themselves. 

The  mass  of  the  people  remained  as  a  rule  unshaken  in 
their  fidelit}'  to  their  religion,  scrupulous  in  the  observance  of 
the  Law,  and  zealous  in  attending  the  synagogue  and,  at  the 
high  feasts,  the  temple.  They  were  impressed  with  a  sense 
of  their  own  dignity,  which  was  only  too  apt  to  degenerate 
into  narrow-minded  national  pride  and  hatred  of  the  for- 
eigner or  heathen.  They  bore  the  yoke  of  Rome  uneasily, 
and  entertained  an  unmeasured  contempt  and  aversion  for 
the  Samaritans.  They  were  in  constant  hope  of  being  deliv- 
ered by  their  God  from  the  miseries  they  now  endured; 
and  this  '^Messianic  expectation,"  which  filled  so  many 
bosoms,  sometimes  rose  to  the  glow  of  inspiration,  of  burst 
into  a  flame  of  consuming  passion.  Judaea,  and  especially 
Jerusalem,  was  the  seat  of  Jewish  orthodoxy ;  that  is  to  say, 
of  the  most  fanatical  enthusiasm  for  the  strict  observance  of 
the  Law  and  Levitical  ^'  cleanness."  Galilee,  the  most  beau- 
tifid  portion  of  the  country,  was  surrounded  by  heathens 
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and  inhabited  by  a  half-Jewish,  half-heatheu  population. 
Tho  Galikeans  were  as  fiill  of  religious  zeal  as  the  men  of 
Judaea  themselves,  and  indeed  were  still  more  easily  roused 
to  action  by  the  cry  ''  for  God  and  for  Israel !  **  But  they 
were  nevertiieless  considered  more  or  less  ''  unclean."  There 
was,  moreover,  a  tolerably  large  class  of  persons  who  either 
did  not  observe  the  Law  with  sufficient  strictness,  or  were 
too  free  in  their  intercourse  with  the  heathen.  They  were 
known  as  ^^  the  peoples  of  the  land,"  and  were  looked  down 
upon  as  unclean.  So,  too,  we  meet  with  a  class  described 
as  "  sinners,"  who  were  excluded  from  the  civil  and  eccle- 
siastical communion  of  the  Jews.  The  sentence  of  excom- 
munication had  been  pronounced  upon  them  by  the  synagogue 
for  some  grave  moral  or  religious  offence.  To  the  same  class 
belonged  the  tax-collectors  or  ^'  publicans,"  who  were  branded 
as  hirelings  of  the  Roman  conquerors  and  traitors  to  their 
fatherland  and  their  religion,  and  were  hated  and  cursed  by 
their  countiymen. 

Ever  since  Shalmanoser  and  Nebuchadrezzar  had  carried 
away  the  Israelites  into  captivity,  and  still  more  since  the 
successors  of  Alexander  the  Great  had  founded  their  king- 
doms, a  lai^e  proportion  of  the  Jewish  nation  had  been  scat- 
tered all  over  the  ancient  world,  and  was  called  '^Israel  iu 
the  Dispersion."  In  Syria,  Asia  Minor,  Macedonia,  Greece, 
and  Italy,  but  still  more  in  Babylonia  and  Egypt,  consider- 
able communities  of  Jews  were  established.  They  retained 
their  national  and  religious  allegiance,  fbrmed  little  societies 
by  themselves,  studied  the  Law  in  their  synagogues,  kept  up 
an  intimate  connection  with  their  true  fatherland,  and  at  the 
Passover  especially  streamed  by  thousands  to  the  temple. 
In  Alexandria  the  Jews  rose  to  a  most  distinguished  position, 
and  the  more  cultivated  among  them  attempted  to  effect  a 
union  between  the  religion  of  Yahweh  and  the  Greek  phi- 
losophy and  culture.  It  was  there  that  the  Old  Testament 
was  translated  into  Greek,  and  so  made  accessible  to  stran- 
gers. There,  too,  a  new  Jewish  literature  sprang  up,  and  a 
carious  school  of  Jewish  philosophy  flourished.  The  Jews 
were  favored  by  the  authorities  almost  everywhere,  and, 
though  they  were  hated  by  the  heathen  populace,  the}'  made 
numerous  converts  to  their  religion.  These  converts  were 
knowH  as  "  Pi-oselytes." 

Before  long  Israel  was  to  yield  to  the  heathen  world  the 
religious  privilege  of  which  it  was  so  proud,  —  the  possession 
of  the  purest  knowledge  of  Grod's  nature  and  his  will. 
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Such  was  the  scene  upon  which  Jesns  and  his  Apostles 
appeared. 

Jesus  —  whom  three  or  fonr  hundred  millions  of  disciples 
so  Jastlj  honor  as  the  greatest  of  all  who  have  ever  lived  on 
earth  —  was  bom  and  bred  in  Nazareth,  a  secluded  mountain 
village  in  Galilee.  His  parents  were  called  Joseph  and  Mar}*, 
and  belonged  to  the  humbler  class  of  citizens.  They  had  a 
large  family ;  but  none  of  its  members  except  James,  and 
perhaps  Judas,  ever  gained  a  place  of  distinction  among 
the  followers  of  Jesus.  But  little  is  known  of  the  youth  of 
Jesus,  nor  can  we  say  with  certainty  how  old  he  was  when 
he  entered  upon  public  life. 

But  we  do  know  the  occasion  of  his  leaving  tlie  narrow 
circle  in  which  he  lived.  In  the  wilderness  of  Judah,  not 
far  from  the  Jordan,  a  prophet  of  the  name  of  John  had 
risen.  The  fact  was  remarkable  enough  in  itself,  for  no 
prophet  had  appeared  for  four  or  five  centuries  past,  and  the 
gift  of  prophecy  seemed  to  have  vanished  altogether.  But 
the  striking  character  of  John  himself,  his  severe  mode  of  life, 
somewhat  analogous  to  that  of  the  Essenes,  and  still  more 
the  subject-matter  of  his  preaching,  all  combined  to  make 
him  the  object,  for  a  time  at  least,  of  universal  attention. 
He  preached  that  the  deliverance  was  near  at  hand,  that 
God  was  about  to  fulfil  the  hope  of  former  generations,  the 
promises  of  ancient  oracles,  and  that  the  Messianic  kingdom 
would  be  soon  established.  He  called  upon  his  countr^nnen 
to  amend  their  lives,  and  so  to  hasten  the  dawn  of  this  glori- 
ous day,  and,  above  all,  to  escape  the  fearful  Judgment  which 
God  would  bring  upon  all  sinners.  He  collected  a  band  of 
disciples  round  him,  and,  if  any  one  listened  to  his  preaching 
and  gave  evidence  of  true  repentance,  he  baptized  him  in  the 
Jordan.  By  means  of  this  rite,  the  s3'mbol  of  purity,  he  in- 
tended to  proceed  at  once  to  the  practical  measure  of  inau- 
gurating the  Messianic  kingdom,  by  forming  a  community  of 
its  future  subjects. 

The  fame  ot  John  has  found  its  way  to  Nazareth ;  and 
Jesus,  whose  soul  bums  for  the  coining  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  lays  down  his  work,  bids  farewell  to  his  family,  and  sets 
out  from  Nazareth  towards  the  spot  where  John  is  preaching. 
He  listens  to  him,  is  baptized  by  him,  and  remains  some 
time  with  him. 
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But  the  career  of  John  is  brought  to  a  sudden  close. 
Herod  Antipas  has  flung  him  into  the  dungeon  whence  he  is 
never  to  come  out  alive.  Is  there  no  one  to  take  up  the  task 
he  has  been  compelled  to  leave  unfinished,  and  prepare 
Israel  for  the  approaching  Messianic  kingdom  ?  Yes.  The 
violent  interruption  of  the  work  of  John  was  the  signal  for 
Jesus  to  come  forward.  The  subject-matter  of  his  preach- 
ing was  at  first  almost  identical  with  that  of  his  predecessor. 
But,  as  his  character  was  widely  different  from  John's,  so  he 
took  up  his  task  in  quite  another  spirit,  and  cherished  a  far 
more  exalted  and  spiritual  conception  of  the  Messianic  king- 
dom. He  did  not  withdraw  into  the  desert,  but  returned  to 
Galilee,  mingled  in  the  busy  life  of  the  people,  preached 
when  and  where  he  could  find  the  opportunity,  and  turned 
more  especially  to  the  outcasts  of  Jewish  society.  He  looked 
upon  it  as  his  special  task  to  teach  the  despised  ^^  peoples  of 
the  land  "  something  of  God  and  the  way  to  serve  him,  and  to 
raise  the  publicans  and  sinners  out  of  their  moral  wretched- 
ness. If  he  could  succeed  in  this,  the  kingdom  of  God  would 
no  longer  be  delayed. 

He  established  himself  at  Capernaum,  a  bus}'  place  by 
the  sea  of  Galilee,  on  the  great  commercial  road  to  Syria ; 
for  he  knew  that  he  would  not  find  a  ready  hearing  in  his 
native  place.  When  he  did  preach  there,  some  time  after- 
wards, his  fellow-townsmen,  who  had  never  noticed  any  thing 
that  marked  him  off  from  others,  could  not  bring  them- 
selves to  think  of  him  as  a  prophet,  and  even  his  own  family 
failed  to  understand  him.  Jesus  let  nothing  discourage  him, 
but  went  about  through  the  different  towns  and  villages  of 
Galilee  preaching  of  tiie  kingdom  of  God,  generally  in  figu- 
rative language,  and  in  parables  or  stories ;  bearing  witness 
to  God*3  infinite  and  eternal  love,  and  the  holiness  that  he 
i-equires  from  his  children ;  seeking  out  the  lost  with  a  pa- 
tience that  was  never  wear}'.  The  impression  he  produced 
was  deep,  especially  when  he  had  cured  a  ceilain  number  of 
persons  subject  to  nervous  diseases,  whose  sickness  was 
attributed  to  evil  spirits  supposed  to  dwell  in  them.  A  host 
of  disciples,  some  of  them  women,  gathered  rc^nd  him,  and 
wherever  he  went  the  people  thronged  to  hear  him.  He  chose 
twelve  of  his  followers  as  his  constant  companions,  to  re- 
ceive a  more  special  training,  and  to  be  his  trusted  friends. 
He  intended  eventually  to  send  them  out  to  publish  everywhere 
the  approaching  establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

How  long  he  worked  in  Galilee  is  uncertain.  The  term 
!• 
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of  his  preaching  is  usually  estimated  at  three  yoars,  but 
without  sufficient  reason.  Others  think  that  it  only  lasted  a 
little  more  than  a  year  (a.d.  34-35),  and  there  is  much  to 
be  said  in  support  of  this  opinion.  But  however  long  or 
short  his  ministry  may  have  been,  he  was  unwearied  in  his 
labors.  He  never  allowed  himself  a  moment's  rest,  and, 
since  the  hours  of  the  da}'  left  him  no  time  of  leisure,  it  was 
no  rare  thing  for  him  to  sacrifice  the  hours  of  sleep  in  order 
to  recover  from  the  distractions  of  the  daytime,  to  think  over 
his  work  and  his  surroundings,  and  to  strengthen  himself 
by  prayer. 

His  attitude  towards  the  religion  of  Israel  requires  special 
explanation.  He  did  not  reject  it,  but  in  the  spirit  of  the 
great  prophets  of  the  eighth  and  seventh  centuries  he  en- 
deavored to  devCiOp  its  higher  aspects.  Outward  cere- 
monies, precepts  aLout  the  Sabbath,  Levitical  ^^  cleanness," 
prohibitions  of  certain  kinds  of  food  and  all  such  things, 
though  regarded  by  his  contemporaries  as  the  very  essence 
of  religion,  had  little  value  in  his  eye.  The  moral  re- 
quirements of  the  Law,  on  the  other  hand,  he  placed  in  the 
foreground,  at  the  same  time  extending  their  application. 
IiTcproachable  conduct  was  not  enough  for  him ;  he  required 
purity  in  the  very  dispositions  of  the  heart,  boundless  love, 
mercy,  humility,  gentleness.  He  spoke  of  God  as  the  Father 
in  heaven,  whose  love  embraces  all  and  who  desires  that  all 
should  be  saved.  He  rose  above  narrow  national  prejudices ; 
felt  the  priceless  worth  of  every  human  soul,  and  had  such 
deep,  firm  faith  in  human  nature  that  he  threw  open  the 
gates  of  salvation  to  every  one,  even  the  most  abandoned. 

Jesus  could  not  preach  and  work  in  this  way  without 
coming  into  collision  with  those  who  were  still  guiding  the 
religious  life  of  his  people  along  the  line  of  development  it 
had  followed  ever  since  the  time  of  Ezra.  Indeed,  he  must 
eventually  come  into  collision  with  the  Government  itself. 
At  first  there  was  nothing  to  bring  him  into  contact  with  the 
Sadducees,  and  they  took  no  notice  of  him.  The  Essenes, 
too,  had  so  completely  shut  themselves  off  from  social  life 
that  he  never  met  them  after  his  appearance  in  public.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  was  thrown  into  the  closest  relations  with 
the  Pharisees  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  public 
life.  No  doubt  he  had  been  taught,  as  part  of  his  religious 
education,  to  esteem  them  highly ;  it  was  from  them,  espe- 
cially fVom  the  Galilaean  Scribes,  that  he  had  gained  in  the 
synagogue  his  earliest  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  of 
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his  people ;  and  their  zeal  for  the  kingdom  of  God,  their  long- 
ing for  its  establishment,  and  their  constant  straining  after 
'*  righteousness "  had  marked  them  out  as  his  spiritual 
guides.  And  although  he  gradually  became  aware  of  much 
that  offended  him  in  their  whole  scheme  of  life,  in  their 
formality  and  worship  of  the  letter,  their  self-righteousness 
and  hardness  towards  the  outcasts  of  church  and  society,  yet 
at  first  he  was  willing  to  retain  a  favorable  opinion  of  them. 
And  they  on  their  side  regarded  his  appearance  with  in- 
terest, met  him  in  no  unfriendly  spirit,  and  pointed  out  to 
him  what  they  regarded  as  his  mistakes.  But  gradually 
their  relations  became  more  strained.  His  intercourse  with 
the  unclean  appeared  to  them  a  desecration  of  the  service  of 
Yahweh.  Then  they  QOticed  again  and  again,  and  with 
ever-growing  indignation,  how  careless  he  was  in  observing 
those  precepts  of  the  Law  that  referred  to  the  outward  life. 
At  last,  they  saw  clearly  that  he  was  attempting  to  establish 
the  supremacy  of  a  new  principle  of  religious  life,  and  that 
his  preaching  was  coming  into  more  and  more  direct  conflict 
with  the  popular  religion  of  his  times.  They  now  regarded 
him  as  a  false  prophet  and  a  seducer  of  the  people.  And 
Jesus  on  his  side  came  by  this  very  opposition  to  under- 
stand the  dark  side  of  the  Pharisaic  teaching.  He  attacked 
it  earnestly  and  emphatically,  and  strove  to  undermine  its 
influence  with  the  people.  The  conflict  thus  begun  grew 
more  and  more  violent  as  time  went  on,  till  at  last  the 
crash  became  inevitable. 


IV. 

Meanwhile  a  change  had  taken  place  in  the  mind  of 
Jesus  himself,  as  his  experiences  of  life  deepened.  His  \'iew8 
as  to  himself,  as  to  the  fate  that  awaited  him,  and  as  to 
the  future  of  his  people  had  been  greatly  modified. 

As  for  himself,  he  had  never  occupied  a  conspicuous  place 
in  his  own  thoughts.  From  flrst  to  last  it  was  the  work  he 
had  to  do,  and  not  his  own  person,  that  engaged  his  chief 
attention.  At  first  he  regarded  himself  simply  as  the  herald 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  with  the  special  mission  of  seeking 
out  the  ^Most"  of  Israel.  But  he  could  not  long  remain 
unconscious  that  he  had  power  to  satisfy  every  religious 
want  of  the  human  heart.  As  he  uttered  the  truths  which  his 
own  sou]  hiid  revealed  to  him,  in  communion  with  God,  ha 
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learned,  with  absolute  certainty,  that  these  were  the  highest 
and  purest  truths  which  man  could  find;  that  they  made 
plain  to  all,  whether  to  the  repentant  sinner  or  to  the  stead- 
fastly virtuous,  the  closeness  of  their  relationship  to  God,  the 
absolute  reverence  they  owed  to  Him,  and  the  natural  union 
which  should  make  them  one  with  Him.  Then  he  perceived 
that  he  must  look  for  no  other  greater  than  himself,  no  Mes- 
siah whose  forerunner  he  was,  and  who  would  take  his  stand 
above  him ;  and  at  last  he  made  the  heroic  resolve  that  he 
would  be  the  Messiah  himself ;  that  he  himself,  cost  what  it 
might,  would  found  that  kingdom  of  God,  the  near  approach 
of  which  he  had  announced. 

But  he  never  for  a  moment  dreamed  of  ascending  an  earthly 
throne  as  the  Messiah.  Nothing  could  have  been  further 
from  his  tlioughts.  Long  ago  he  had  formed  a  far  purer  con- 
ception of  the  kingdom  of  God  than  that  entertained  by  the 
ordinary  Israelite,  or  even  bj'  John.  He  had  seldom  imitated 
John  in  hurling  forth  the  threat  of  a  fearful  judgment  to  pre- 
cede the  founding  of  the  kingdom,  nor  had  he  ever  shared  his 
people's  dreams  of  a  fearful  vengeance  to  be  inflicted  upon  the 
heathen  oppressors.  His  profound  and  glorious  conception 
was  that  of  a  society  permeated  by  the  purest  principles  of 
piety  and  virtue,  gradually  extending  itself  by  its  own  intrinsic 
power,  until  at  last  definitely  established  in  all  its  glory  by  a 
special  act  of  God-  So  when  he  determined  to  call  this  Mes- 
sianic kingdom  into  being  himself,  he  had  utterly  renounced 
all  those  ideas  of  worldly  splendor  which  his  countr3'inen  at- 
tached to  the  title  of  Messiah.  He  was  more  disposed  to  ex- 
pect that  his  life  would  close  in  darkness  ;  and,  in  connection 
with  the  unfavorable  reception  which  he  now  expected  for  his 
Bublimest  conceptions,  he  began  to  dwell  upon  the  thought 
of  divine  chastisement  and  the  fearful  judgment  of  God  far 
more  than  he  had  done  before.  He  saw  that  he  could  not 
rely  on  the  support  of  the  masses ;  that  the  opposition  to  his 
person  and  his  principles  grew  more  violent  fix)m  day  to  day  ; 
that  his  struggle  with  the  Pharisees,  the  most  powerful  relig- 
ious school  of  the  times,  was  likely  to  prove  fatal  to  himself. 
How  little  had  he  thought  when  first  he  began  his  work  that 
it  could  ever  come  to  this !  The  heavens  were  then  so  clear 
above  lam ;  but  now  they  were  overcast  with  dark  and  ever 
darker  clouds.  John  had  fallen  a  victim  to  his  zeal  for  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  in  his  fate  Jesus  now  saw  his  own  fore- 
shadowed. As  time  went  on  this  presentiment  grew  stronger 
and  stronger.     It  cost  him  an  etTort  to  reconcile  himself  with 
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the  thought  that  if  he  must  lay  down  his  life  for  the  cause, 
then  facing  death  was  an  essential  part  of  the  task  that  was 
laid  upon  him,  —  the  inauguration  of  that  kingdom  of  God  of 
which  he  had  been  laying  the  foundations.  The  fbrst  period 
of  liis  ministry  is  pervaded  by  a  bright  and  joyous  spirit,  but 
henceforth  his  manner  becomes  more  depressed,  and  a  tone 
of  sadness  is  cast  over  his  preaching. 

But  this  changed  feeling  was  not  wholly  due  to  his  altered 
expectations  with  reference  to  his  own  lot.  He  had  alto- 
gether dianged  his  views  and  anticipations  with  regard  to 
Israel  too.  He  loved  his  fatherland  with  all  his  heart.  He 
prized  the  religious  privileges  of  his  people  to  the  utmost. 
He  had  hoped,  with  the  ancient  prophets,  that  Israel  would 
fulfil  its  calling,  and  would  take  the  first  place  in  God's  king- 
dom. Though  the  heathen  were  also  to  be  admitted,  yet 
Israel  would  still  be  the  guide  and  the  light  of  the  nations. 
But  the  violent  opposition  he  had  encountered  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  indiiference  he  had  met  with  on  the  other,  had 
gradually  taught  him  to  know  his  people  better ;  and  now  he 
saw  that  the  close  of  Israel's  glorious  history  would  be  far 
other  than  he  once  had  thought.  His  people,  as  a  people, 
would  be  shut  out  from  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  country 
was  rushing  upon  a  miserable  fate. 

Jesus  perceived  that  the  decisive  moment  for  his  work,  for 
bis  Ufe,  for  his  people,  was  at  hand.  He  determined  to  pre- 
pare his  disciples  for  the  crisis.  He  had  never  3'et  proclaimed 
himself  the  Messiah,  or  given  utterance  to  his  dark  forebod- 
ings. Once,  when  he  was  journeying  through  the  northern 
portion  of  the  country,  unaccompanied  except  by  his  twelve 
more  intimate  companions,  he  asked  them  whom  men  thought 
he  was,  and  whom  they  held  him  to  be  themselves.  They 
answered  that  the  mass  of  his  followers  still  looked  on  him  as 
the  forerunner  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  but  that  as  for  them- 
selves they  reverenced  him  as  the  Messiah.  Jesus  accepted 
their  testimony,  but  sternly  forbade  them  to  speak  of  it  to 
any  one.  Soon  afterwards  he  added  that  he  was  not  destined 
to  become  a  king,  but  rather  to  be  put  to  death  at  Jerusalem. 
But  his  disciples  simply  could  not  understand  or  believe  his 
words,  though  he  afterwards  repeated  them  several  times 
still  more  distinctly. 

Why  di.1  he  go  to  Jerusalem  if  so  fully  conscious  of  the 
danger  it  involved  ?  Because  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  cause  he  had  at  heart  that  he  should  do  so,  and,  when 
duty  called,  anxiety  for  his  personal  safety  must  not  hold 
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liimback.  His  conduct  had  already  roused  such  opposition 
that  he  could  hardly  limit  his  activity  to  so  remote  a  place  as 
Galilee  without  appearing  to  hold  back  on  purpose.  And 
besides,  even  there  the  opposition  had  become  so  strong  that 
he  could  not  well  continue  his  work  on  the  sMne  footing  as 
before.  But  his  chief  reason  for  going  up  to  Jerusalem  was 
that  it  was  the  focus  of  Israel's  religious  life,  in  which  all 
great  religious  questions  must  be  fought  out.  There  and 
tiiere  only  could  he  give  his  people  the  choice  between  his 
principles,  his  thoughts  about  God's  character  and  will,  his 
spiritual  conception  of  the  kingdom  of  God  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  prevailing  formalism  represented  by  the  Scribes  on 
the  other.  His  countrymen  must  then  make  their  choice 
He  took  advantage  of  the  approaching  Passover  to  execute 
his  plan,  for  thousands  of  Jews,  from  every  quarter  of  the 
world,  would  stream  to  the  temple  to  celebrate  that  feast. 

He  accomplished  this  memorable  journey  to  the  capital 
by  easy  stages.  He  took  his  way  through  the  district  east 
of  Jordan,  crossed  the  ford  at  Jericho,  spent  the  night  in  that 
city  with  a  public  functionary  of  the  name  of  Zacchseus, 
passed  on  through  Bethan}^,  where  he  already  had  or  now 
made  faithful  Mends,  and  then  crossed  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
and  entered  Jerusalem  surrounded  by  a  troop  of  Galilseans, 
who  raised  shouts  of  J03'  and  triumph  in  his  honor.  He  at 
once  asserted  his  mission  as  a  religious  reformer,  by  driving 
out  the  dealers  and  the  sacrificial  beasts  A-om  the  forecourt 
of  the  temple.  He  remained  at  Jerusalem  for  several  days, 
preaching  in  one  of  the  halls  of  the  temple,  and  f^om  time  to 
time  involved  in  controversial  disputes.  But  at  night  he  with- 
drew into  a  secret  place  of  retreat,  for  he  knew  that  his  liberty 
and  life  were  threatened.  The  authorities  at  Jerusalem,  who 
regarded  him  as  a  false  prophet,  or  dreaded  the  effect  of  his 
preaching  upon  public  order,  tried  to  get  him  into  their 
power,  but  dared  not  lay  hands  on  him  by  day  for  fear  his 
followers  should  raise  a  tumult.  But  when  he  had  eaten  the 
Passover  with  his  disciples  on  the  evening  of  the  fourteenth 
of  Nisan,  one  of  them  betrayed  his  place  of  refuge  to  the 
Sanhedrim.  Under  cover  of  the  darkness  he  was  seized,  and 
was  instantly  tried  and  condemned  as  a  blasphemer  or  her- 
etic. The  law  prescribed  stoning  as  the  punishment  of  this 
offence,  but  the  Roman  governor,  to  whom  application  must 
be  made  for  leave  to  carry  out  the  sentence  of  death,  took 
the  affair  into  his  own  hands,  and  had  Jesus  crucified  on  the 
first  day  of  the  feast,  upon  a  hill  called  Golgotha,  outside  the 
city  wadls. 
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By  sutb  a  marderoas  issue  was  the  richest  of  human  lives 
brought  to  a  hasty  close.  But  Jesus  had  foreseen  il  and 
had  not  shrunk  from  it.  It  was  needful  to  his  cause.  The 
ftitore  of  his  work  was  secured ;  the  kingdom  of  God  was 
founded.  In  tais  conviction  Jesus  breathed  his  last,  un- 
deigoing  a  fcarfhl  martydom. 


The  execution  of  the  Master  was  a  crushing  blow  to  the 
disciples.  They  had  flattered  themselves  to  the  last  with 
the  belief  that  he  whom  they  had  reverenced  as  the  Messiah 
would  ascend  the  royal  throne.  And  now  that  he  was  put  to 
death  as  a  malefactor,  their  faith  for  a  moment  gave  way  and 
they  knew  not  what  to  think  of  him .  They  hastened  back 
to  Galilee,  and  there  they  slowly  recovered  from  the  shock. 
The  Master's  words  came  back  to  their  minds,  his  image  rose 
again  before  them,  and  under  the  influence  of  varied  reminis- 
cences and  impressions  the  belief  in  his  Messiahship  revived, 
and  the  disciples  were  convinced  that  he  could  not  have  re- 
mained in  the  land  of  shadows,  but  must  have  risen  from  the 
dark  realms  of  the  dead  and  been  received  for  a  time  into 
heaven.  And  now  they  thought  that  he  would  soon  return 
fh)m  heaven  to  earth  to  assume  the  Messiah's  crown,  which 
had  been  refused  to  him  before  by  the  obstinate  want  of  faith 
of  the  people,  and  especially  of  their  leaders  and  governors. 
So  they  returned  to  Jerusalem,  and  there  appeal^  as  wit- 
nesses to  Jesus  and  as  heralds  of  the  kingdom  of  God  which 
was  now  so  close  at  hand.  Their  preaching  gained  a  hear- 
ing. The  scattered  followers  of  Jesus  rallied  round  them, 
and  their  numbei-s  were  increased  by  the  adhesion  of  new 
members,  among  whom  a  Levite  of  the  Island  of  Cyprus  — 
Barnabas  by  name  —  is  mentioned  with  special  honor.  A 
small  community,  distinguished  by  the  brotherly  love  and 
mutual  beneficence  of  its  members,  was  established  in  the 
capital,  and  slowly  but  steadily  increased. 

The  authorities  left  them  for  the  most  part  unmolested. 
Neither  ecclesiastical  nor  social  institutions  had  any  thing  to 
fear  from  them.  They  made  no  disturbance,  and  what  was 
more  they  remained  absolutely  true  to  the  Jewish  ideas  of 
religious  life,  not  only  strictly  abiding  by  the  precepts  of  the 
Law,  but  distinguishing  themselves  by  especial  care  and 
fidelity  in  the  observances  of  religion  and  zeal  in  frequenting 
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the  temple.  They  were  not  alone  in  looking  forward  wita 
longing  expectation  to  the  speedy  coming  of  the  Messiah, 
and  the  only  point  in  which  they  differed  from  their  fellow- 
citizens  was  their  conviction  that  that  Messiah  was  Jesas  of 
Nazareth.  They  had  evidently  grasped  but  little  of  the  spirit 
of  the  Master  who  had  risen  so  high  above  the  popular  religion 
and  assumed  an  attitude  of  such  perfect  freedom  with  regard 
to  the  observances  of  the  Law. 

But  in  the  communit}'  of  Jesus,  mockingly  called  after 
him  ''  the  sect  of  the  Nazarenes,"  there  were  some  who  had 
comprehended  more  of  his  true  principles.  The  difference 
of  opinion  was  developed  by  the  accession  of  foreign  Jews, 
who  had  settled  at  Jerusalem,  and  certain  proselytes ;  for 
these  classes  were,  as  a  rule,  less  narrow  and  prejudiced  than 
the  Palestinian  Jews.  A  dispute  in  the  bosom  of  the  com- 
munity which  had  hitherto  been  so  harmonious  brought 
seven  of  these  more  liberal  Nazarenes  into  prominence.  One 
of  them,  whose  name  was  Stephen,  proclaimed  that  when 
Jesus  returned  from  heaven  as  the  Messiah  the  external 
precepts  of  the  Law  would  be  rescinded,  and  the  service  of 
the  temple  superseded  by  a  purer  form  of  worship.  No 
sooner  had  this  heretical  idea  been  broached,  than  the  storm 
before  which  Jesus  had  fallen  broke  out  with  renewed  fury. 
The  Apostles  and  their  adherents  were  spared,  for  their  Ju- 
daism was  irreproachable ;  but  Stephen  was  stoned  to  death 
as  a  blasphemer,  and  his  associates  were  persecuted  and 
threatened  with  imprisonment,  and  had  to  save  themselves 
by  flight. 

A  young  Pharisee,  of  the  name  of  Paul,  distinguished 
himself  by  his  zeal  in  this  persecution.  But  before  long  a 
mighty  change  was  wrought  in  the  soul  of  this  man.  He 
could  not  shake  off  the  impression  which  these  heretics  had 
made  on  him.  His  doubts  were  confirmed  by  reflection  and 
research ;  and  since  it  was  against  his  nature  to  do  any  thing 
by  halves,  he  became  a  passionate  adherent  instead  of  a  per- 
secutor of  the  new  faith.  First  of  all  he  withdrew  for  a 
considerable  time  into  Arabia,  chiefl}'  to  clear  his  own  mind. 
It  was  there  that  he  formed  his  special  conception  of  Jesus, 
the  Messiah,  and  of  his  death  on  the  cross  as  the  inaugura- 
tion of  a  new  covenant  between  God  and  man,  superseding 
the  old  covenant  established  on  Mount  Sinai.  In  this  new 
covenant  the  Law  was  annalled,  faith  was  the  only  condition 
of  salvation,  and  the  distinction  between  Jew  and  heathen 
was  removed.    Qn  returning  from  Arabia,  Paul  appeared  as 
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a  teacher  at  Damascus,  was  persecuted  there,  and  narrowly 
escaped  with  his  life.  It  was  not  till  three  years  after  his 
conversion  that  he  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  spend  some  days 
with  Peter.  After  this  he  preached  in  Syria  and  Cilicia, 
making  Antioch  his  headquarters. 

Now  at  Antioch,  the  capital  of  Syria,  a  singular  series  of 
events  had  taken  place.  Certain  members  of  the  religious 
party  represented  by  Stephen  had  taken  refuge  in  this  city, 
and  had  preached  Jesus  to  the  Greeks,  that  is,  the  heathens 
there.  Such  a  thing  had  never  been  dreamed  of  hitherto  by 
the  followers  of  Jesus,  for  they  believed  that  the  Messiah  and 
his  kingdom  belonged  exclusively  and  entirely  to  the  Jews. 
But  the  freer  conceptions  of  these  refugees  enabled  them  to 
baptize,  without  scruple,  any  heathens  who  showed  sufficient 
interest  and  faith  in  their  preaching.  Amid  such  surround- 
ings Paul  began  the  labors  and  disciplined  the  powers  that 
were  to  achieve  such  vast  results. 


VI. 

So  quickly  and  spontaneously  had  a  division  into  two 
schools  risen  among  the  disciples  of  Jesus!  The  points 
they  had  in  common  were  the  belief  that  Jesus  was  the  Mes- 
siah, and  the  hope  that  he  would  soon  return  to  establish  his 
kingdom.  In  other  respects  they  differed  widely.  The  older 
section  was  distinguished  by  unshaken  fidelity  to  the  Mosaic 
law  and  the  Jewish  religion  as  a  whole,  and  a  firm  conviction 
that  the  Messianic  kingdom  was  for  Israel  alone,  and  that  all 
heathens  who  had  not  in  whole  or  in  part  passed  over  to  the 
Jewish  religion  would  be  excluded  from  it  as  "  unclean."  The 
headquarters  of  this  party  were  at  Jerusalem,  and  all 
the  communities  which  had  risen  from  time  to  time  in  the 
land  of  the  Jews  belonged  to  it.  The  persecution  in  which 
Stephen  lost  his  life  had  driven  away  all  dissentients,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  Pharisees  having  joined  the  com- 
munity, it  was.  naturally  confirmed  in  its  strictly  Jewish 
conceptions  by  the  influence  of  its  new  adherents.  The 
acknowledged  leaders  of  this  party  were  the  Apostles,  espe- 
cially Peter  and  John;  but  even  their  influence  was  over- 
shadowed by  that  of  James,  the  brother  of  Jesus,  who  was 
not  one  of  the  twelve.  He  regulated  his  life  on  the  strictest 
Pharisaic,  or  almost  Essenic,  principles,  and  accordingly 
stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  Jews  of  Jerusalem. 
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The  other  school,  whose  pioneer  was  Stephen,  and  which 
was  first  established  at  Antioch  under  Barnabas,  Paul,  and 
other  preachers,  held  that  the  external  rites  of  Judaism  were 
no  longer  binding ;  that  heathens  who  turned  from  their 
mjiihological  fancies  to  faith  in  the  one  true  God  and  in  Jesus 
as  the  ruler  of  God's  kingdom  were  as  well  entitled  to  shai*e 
the  salvation  to  come  as  though  they  had  been  Jews.  Faith 
was  the  one  thing  needful.  This  school  extended  principally 
among  the  Greeks,  but  the  communit}'  at  Antioch  included 
other  Jewish  members  besides  its  founders  and  guides,  all  of 
whom  had  relinquished  their  religious  and  national  preju- 
dices. These  believers,  who  used  the  Greek  word  for  Mes- 
siah, namely  Christy  were  called  by  their  heathen  fellow- 
citizens  ^^ Christians;"  and  though  the  name  was  originally 
given  by  a  misunderstanding  and  as  a  term  of  reproach,  it 
was  destined  to  suiTive  as  the  name  of  the  new  religion.  At 
fli'st  the  mass  of  these  Christians  knew  little  or  nothing  of 
the  difference  of  religious  principle  which  separated  them 
ftom  the  believers  in  Palestine,  for  they  kept  up  no  regular 
intercourse  with  Jerusalem.  But  as  soon  as  the  two  schools, 
which  we  shall  call  the  Jewish- Christian  and  the  Heathen- 
Christian^  came  into  contact  with  each  other  they  must  inevi- 
tably clash. 

The  catastrophe  was  not  long  dela3'ed,  for  certain  rigid 
Jewish-Christians  came  from  Judaea  and  greatly  disturbed  the 
congregation  at  Antioch  by  assuring  them  that  when  Christ 
return^  from  heaven  he  would  not  accept  a  heathen  on  the 
strength  of  his  faith,  unless  he  had  been  incorporated  into 
Judaism  by  circumcision  and  conformity  with  the  othei 
requirements  of  the  Law.  In  support  of  this  opinion  they 
appealed  to  the  Apostles  as  the  only  accredited  witnesses  ot 
what  Jesus  really  intended ;  and  their  teaching  caused  much 
uneasiness  and  dissension  in  the  community  at  Antioch. 
Paul  and  Barnabas  did  their  best  to  counteract  the  disturb- 
ing influences  of  this  teaching,  but  found  themselves  unable 
to  prevent  or  heal  the  dissensions  it  caused,  and  were  finally 
compelled  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem  to  consult  the  Apostles. 
They  took  Titus  with  them,  a  converted  but  uncircumcised 
heathen.  At  Jerusalem  they  specially  sought  out  the  heads 
of  the  community, — James,  Peter,  and  John.  These  three, 
though  they  could  not  quite  admit  that  faith  was  all-sufilcient 
in  itself,  and  that  the  heathen  need  not  submit  to  the  Law  or 
even  to  its  main  injunctions,  yet  recognized  in  the  success  of 
the  Heathen-Christian  mission  a  sign  of  God's  approval,  and 
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^ye  to  Paul  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  They  determined 
not  to  oppose  each  other,  but  each  to  go  his  own  way,  —  Paul 
and  Barnabas  to  the  Greeks,  the  Apostles  of  Jerusalem  to 
the  Jews.  The  only  condition  made  was  that  a  collection 
should  be  raised  in  the  Heathen-Christian  communities  on 
behalf  of  the  poor  believers  in  Judaea. 

Soon  after  Paul  and  Barnabas  had  returned  to  Antioch 
they  received  a  visit  from  Peter.  At  first  he  associated  in  a 
perfectly  free  and  brotherly  spirit  with  the  Heathen-Chris- 
tians, but  as  soon  as  certain  emissaries  of  James  arrived  at 
Antioch  he  suddenly  reversed  his  line  of  conduct,  separated 
himself  fh>m  the  believing  heathens  as  though  they  were 
unclean,  drew  Barnabas  and  the  other  Jewish  members  of  the 
congregation  with  him,  and  insisted  on  the  Heathen-Chris^ 
tians  submitting  to  the  requirements  of  the  Law.  Paul,  who 
stood  altogether  alone,  opposed  Peter  and  the  Jewish  fanati* 
cism  with  all  his  might.  He  carried  his  point,  but  the  gulf 
between  the  two  parties  was  now  wider  than  ever,  —  in  fact 
impassable. 

Not  long  afterwards  Paul  lefb  Antioch,  and,  in  company 
with  Silas,  Timotheus,  and  others,  went  on  a  missionary 
journey  through  Asia  Minor.  He  visited  and  confirmed  the 
communities  already  established,  and  founded  many  new 
ones,  among  which  were  some  in  the  district  of  Galatla. 
After  a  time  he  passed  over  into  Europe,  and  preached  the 
Grospel  at  Philippi,  Thessalonica,  and  elsewhere.  He  was 
almost  everj-where  persecuted  and  expelled,  sometimes  by 
heathens,  but  more  frequently  by  Jews,  till  at  last  he  settled 
for  a  time  in  Corinth,  whence  from  time  to  time  he  visited 
various  places  in  Achaia.  After  about  a  year  and  a  half  he 
was  expelled  fh>m  Corinth,  and  passed  over  to  Ephesus, 
where  he  remained  a  considerable  time,  constantly  making 
excursions  through  Asia  Minor  and  to  Macedonia  and  to 
Greece.  He  endured  his  manifold  toils  and  difficulties, 
dangers  and  sufferings,  with  a  zeal  that  nothing  could  daunt, 
and  an  unexampled  energ}'.  But  his  bitterest  trial  was  the 
opposition  he  h^  to  encounter  from  Jewish-Christians  who 
came  out  from  Judeea  to  stir  up  his  heathen  converts  against 
him,  and  compel  them  to  submit  to  the  ordinances  of  the 
Law.  They  refused  to  recognize  Paul  as  an  Apostle,  de- 
nounced his  teachings  as  false  doctrine,  and  even  attacked 
bis  character.  They  succeeded  but  too  weU.  In  Galatia,  at 
Corinth,  and  elsewhere  the}^  induced  a  great  part  of  the 
(Ifaristians  to  fall  away  from  him  :  and  he  wrote  letters  from 
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Ephesus  to  Galatia  and  Ck>rmth,  intended  chiefly  to  defend 
his  perse  nid  character  and  his  teaching,  and  to  destroy  the 
inflnenoe  of  his  opponents,  to  whom  he  hardly  yielded  in  bit- 
terness. 

In  three  years  he  had  to  leaye  Ephesus  also.  On  this  he 
passed  through  Macedonia,  where  he  wrote  his  second  letter 
to  Corinth.  Like  its  predecessor  it  was  chiefly  directed 
against  the  Jewish-Christian  teachers,  and  soon  afterwards 
he  followed  it  to  the  capital  of  Achaia  in  person.  Here  he 
drew  up  his  epistle  to  the  Romans,  in  which  he  carefully 
expounded  his  doctiinal  S3'stem.  Meanwhile  he  had  not 
forgotten  his  promise  to  make  a  collection  for  the  believers 
at  Jerusalem  among  the  various  communities  he  had  estab- 
lished. Indeed,  he  had  lately  been  making  great  efforts  to 
collect  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  in  the  hope  that  this 
brotherly  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  Heathen-Christians 
might  close  the  breach  between  the  two  parties.  Accord- 
Ingly*  be  now  set  out  from  Corinth  to  the  City  of  the  Temple, 
taking  the  money  he  had  collected  with  him.  But  when  he 
reached  Jerusalem  his  hopes  were  cruelly  disappointed.  In 
a  tumult,  stirred  up  against  him  by  the  Jevs,  he  would  have 
lost  his  life  had  not  the  commander  of  the  Jloman  garrison 
interfered  and  snatched  him  out  of  the  hands  of  the  furious 
mob.  To  secure  him  from  further  danger  he  was  sent  under 
an  armed  escort  to  CaBsarea,  where  he  was  kept  in  conflne- 
ment  by  the  governor  for  two  years ;  after  which,  fearing  that 
he  might  be  given  up  to  the  Jews,  he  availed  himself  of  his 
pnvilege  as  a  Roman  citizen,  and  claimed  to  iiave  his  case 
investigated  before  the  imperial  court  at  Rome.  On  his  jour- 
ney he  suflfered  shipwreck,  but  eventually  reached  Rome  in 
safety.  In  the  course  of  the  two  years  that  he  spent  in  cap- 
tivity at  Rome  he  wrote  a  few  more  letters,  among  which 
are  those  to  Philemon  and  to  the  Philippians,  and  was  able 
in  other  wa3^s  to  carr^'  on  his  work  to  some  extent.  Even 
here,  however,  he  was  constantly  thwarted  by  the  Jews  and 
the  Jewish-Chiistians,  until  at  last  he  closed  his  career  by 
a  martyr's  death. 

Paul  was  a  great  man,  —  perhaps  the  greatest  of  all  men 
except  Jesus.  At  an}-  rate,  Christianity  has  to  thank  him 
more  than  an}"^  other  for  its  existence.  He  was  a  restless 
worker,  a  dauntless  champion  of  the  principles  he  adopted, 
a  bold  and  deep  thinker.  His  lot  was  any  thing  but  enviable. 
Bitterly  hated,  constantly  and  fiercely  opposed  bj'  his  antag* 
onists,  he  was  but  little  comprehended  by  his  followers. 
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Uencc  his  own  conyerts  were  frequenUj  unfaithful  to  hii 
ideas  and  principles.  While  he  was  still  living,  the  congre- 
gations at  Antioch,  in  Galatia,  and  at  Corinth  among 
others  fell  away  from  him  in  great  part,  and  went  over  to 
the  Jewish-Christian  party,  and  not  long  after  his  death  the 
congregations  at  Ephesus  and  elsewhere  followed  the  exam- 
ple. There  was  no  lack  of  kindred  spirits  to  take  up  his 
work  and  preach  his  gospel  zealously  enough,  but  the  oppo- 
sition to  his  school  also  continued  after  his  death.  Even  his 
personal  character  was  not  spared  when  he  was  no  more,  but 
was  pursued  with  obloquy  and  slander.  Almost  a  century 
after  his  death  a  romance  written  against  him  was  circulated 
in  the  community  at  Rome. 

Meanwhile  the  course  of  events  had  necessarily  changed 
the  attitude  of  the  two  parties.  As  the  number  of  Heathen- 
Christians  continually  increased  it  became  impossible  any 
longer  to  question  their  right  of  citizenship  in  the  Messianic 
kingdom,  even  without  their  passing  over  to  Judaism.  So 
the  Jewish-Christians  no  longer  required  them  to  submit  to 
circumcision  and  to  all  the  regulations  of  the  Mosaic  Law.  It 
had  gradually  become  impossible  to  maintain  such  demands, 
and  accordingly  the}-  were  dropped,  and  the  number  of  com- 
mandments which  the  Heathen-Christians  were  required  to 
observe  was  reduced.  And  again,  the  devastation  of  the 
very  centre  of  Jewish  worship  in  a.d.  70  put  an  end  to  the 
sacrificial  service  and  to  many  other  sacred  rites,  and  conse- 
quently many  of  the  points  of  dispute  between  the  two 
schools  of  Christians  lost  all  practical  interest.  But  the  con- 
flict over  the  principle  itself,  —  whether  faith  alone  was  the 
indispensable  condition  of  salvation,  or  whether  it  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  observance  of  certain  forms  and  obe- 
dience to  an  external  law,  —  was  still  as  hot  as  ever.  The 
Heathen-Christians  on  their  side,  with  the  exception  of  some 
few  extravagant  Paulinists,  could  not  deny  the  authority  ol 
the  Apostles  and  the  connection  of  their  own  religion  with 
that  of  the  Jews ;  and,  especially  when  Paul  was  no  longei 
on  the  stage,  they  showed  a  readiness  to  yield  in  some  points, 
ani  insisted  less  vehemently  on  their  liberty.  Moreover 
there  soon  sprang  up  a  middle  pait}',  T^ich  endeavored  to 
bring  about  a  reconciliation  between  the  two  sides  b}^  yielding 
something  on  either  hand. 

As  is  generally  the  case,  the  eflTorts  of  the  middle  party 
were  to  a  certain  extent  successfhl.  The  struggle  of  the 
Apostolic  age  ended  in  union  under  the  Universal  (Catholic) 
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Church,  in  which  all  traces  of  the  former  divisions  were,  as 
far  as  possible,  obliterated  or  disguised.  This  Catholic 
Church  called  itself  after  both  Peter  and  Paul,  though  giv- 
ing the  higher  rank  to  the  former.  It  excluded  from  its  com- 
munion as  heretics  both  the  Jewish-Christians  who  persisted 
in  reviling  Paul  and  maintaining  the  Law  in  its  integrity 
(£bionites)  and  the  Heathen-Christians  who  opposed  the 
principle  of  the  Law  and  rejected  the  authority  of  the  Anos- 
tles  of  Jerusalem  (Marcionites) . 


VII. 

TiiE  diflference  of  principle  among  the  earliest  disciples  of 
JesuB  stamped  itself  more  or  less  distinctly  upon  the  old 
Christian  literature,  and  was  indeed  one  of  the  great  motive 
powers  in  its  production.  We  possess  most  of  this  literature 
in  the  New  Testament,  though  some  compositions,  such  as 
one  or  more  letters  of  Paul  to  Corinth,  a  gospel  of  the 
Hebrews,  and  other's  writings  have  been  lost.  We  also 
possess  a  few  more  documents  which  may  be  regarded  as 
belonging  to  the  old  Christian  literature.  They  are  gen- 
erally called  the  writings  of  the  Apostolic  Fathers,  One  of 
them  is  a  letter  from  Clement  to  the  Corinthians,  and  another 
is  a  letter  written  under  the  name  of  Barnabas.  But  these 
are  more  recent  than  almost  any  of  the  books  of  the  New 
Testament. 

To  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  then,  we  must  now 
turn  our  special  attention.  Some  of  them,  especially  the 
oldest,  plunge  us  into  the  midst  of  the  conflict  between  the 
two  parties.  Of  Paul's  letters  to  Galatia,  to  Corinth,  and  to 
Rome  we  have  already  spoken.  One  of  the  writings  of  the 
opposite  party  is  the  book  of  Revelation,  which  was  written 
in  A.D.  68,  or  January,  69,  a  few  years  after  the  death  of 
Paul.  It  attacks  his  character,  but  still  more  his  doctrine, 
and  brands  his  followers  as  servants  of  Satan.  We  learn 
from  it  the  exact  position  of  the  rigid  Jewish-Christians  at  a 
time  when  the  great  majority  of  the  faithful  was  composed  of 
converted  heathens.  The  Messiah  and  his  kingdom  belong 
to  Israel,  and  Jerusalem  will  be  the  chief  seat  of  the  king- 
dom of  God.  The  heathen,  in  order  to  participate  in  it, 
must  first  be  incorporated  into  Israel,  and  even  tlien  they 
will  occupy  a  lower  position  than  that  of  the  true  descend- 
ants of  Abraham,  — just  as  in  former  times  the  proselytes  had 
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never  been  regarded  as  on  the  same  footing  with  the  Jews 
themselves.  The  epistle  of  James  is  of  later  date,  and 
thoagh  It  18  also  from  the  hand  of  a  Jewish-Christian  it 
breathes  a  far  gentler  and  freer  spirit  than  that  of  Revela- 
tion. It  holds  that  the  Jewish  ceremonies  are  annulled,  and 
admits  the  heathen  without  conditions ;  but  for  all  that  it  is 
directly  and  designedly  aimed  against  the  doctrine  of  Paul. 
On  the  other  hand,  certain  writings  intended  to  bring  about 
a  reconciliation  were  issued  by  the  friends  of  Paul.  Among 
these  are  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  and  the  book  of  Acts. 
Others  again  involuntarily  remind  us  of  the  divisions  that 
had  formerly  prevailed  or  still  exiJ^ted,  and  so  give  us  a 
glimpse  into  the  state  of  feeling  and  belief  in  the  circles 
from  which  they  emanated  ;  while  the  latest  books  transplant 
us  inU)  a  changed  condition  of  the  community  and  into  later 
ecclesiastical  disputes. 

In  dealing  with  these  questions  we  must  never  forget  that 
the  majority  of  the  writings  of  the  New  Testament  were  not 
reall}'  written  or  published  by  those  whose  names  they  bear. 
For  instance,  fourteen  epistles  are  said  to  be  Paul's  ;  but  we 
must  at  once  strike  off  one,  namely  that  to  the  Hebrews, 
which  does  not  bear  his  name  at  all,  and  therefore  does  not 
even  profess  to  have  come  from  his  hand.  The  other  thir- 
teen are  all  of  them  intended  to  pass  for  his ;  but  in  one  of 
them  we  are  distinctly  informed  (2  Thessaloniaus,  ii.  2)  that 
even  during  his  lifetime  letters  of  which  he  had  not  written 
a  word  were  published  under  his  name.  In  those  days  peo- 
ple saw  no  harm  in  such  literary-  frauds,  though  they  would 
now  l>e  considered  highly  culpable,  and  even  criminal.  The 
ancient  historians  were  much  in  the  habit  of  introducing 
celebrated  personages  as  actually  sa3'ing  what  the}'  imagined 
would  have  been  appropriate  for  them  to  say  under  the 
special  circumstances;  and  in  the  same  way  it  was  con- 
sidered quite  permissible  for  a  man  to  put  out  letters  under 
the  name  of  another,  and  thus  to  bring  his  own  ideas  before 
the  world  under  the  protection  of  an  honored  sponsor.  Thus 
the  two  letters  to  Timothy,  and  the  letter  to  Titus,  were 
certainly  composed  long  after  the  death  of  Paul,  tliougb 
perhaps  the  second  to  Timothy  contains  a  few  verses  that 
are  actually  from  the  hand  of  the  Apostle.  It  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  letters  to  the  Ephesians  and  Colossians 
are  also  unauthentic,  and  the  same  suspicion  rests,  perhaps  on 
the  first,  but  certainly  on  the  second  of  the  epistles  to  th« 
Thessalonians 
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These  remaiks  are  equally  applicable  to  the  seven  General 
cor  Catholic  epistles,  so  called  because  they  were  accepted  by 
the  Catholic  Church.  The  first  and  last,  which  are  Jewish- 
Christian  in  character,  are  incorrectly  ascribed  to  James  and 
Jndas,  the  brothers  of  Jesus.  The  first  epistle  of  Peter  was 
not  written  by  the  Apostle  whose  name  it  bears,  but  by  a 
disciple  of  Paul ;  and  the  second,  which  is  perhaps  the  latest 
book  in  the  Bible,  was  not  written  till  about  the  middle  of 
the  se<*ond  centur>'  after  Christ.  The  writer  attempts  to  rea- 
son with  the  grievous  disappointment  of  the  Christians  at 
the  continued  delay  of  the  return  of  Jesus  from  heaven ;  an 
event  which  even  the  Apostles  and  their  contemporaries  had 
eagerly  expected,  and  which  the  writer  of  the  Revelation, 
two  years  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  had  painted 
in  glowing  colors  and  declared  to  be  close  at  hand.  Finally, 
of  the  three  epistles  of  John  the  first  is  not  an  epistle  at  all, 
and  does  not  bear  an}'  name,  while  the  other  two  profess  to 
be  the  work  of  an  elder  whose  name  is  not  given.  All  of 
them  place  us  in  a  later  age  and  amid  other  controversies 
than  those  of  which  we  have  spoken  above. 

But  our  interest  is  more  especially  excited  b^-  the  five  his- 
torical lK>oks  of  the  New  Testament.  If  we  might  really 
8up|)ose  them  to  have  been  written  b}'  the  men  wh'w»e  names 
they  bear,  we  could  never  be  thankful  enough  for  such 
precious  authorities  at  first  and  second  hand,  and  should 
not  hesitate  to  accept  their  narratives  in  the  main  as  sub- 
stantiall}'  correct.  For  John  and  Matthew  were  Apostles  of 
Jesus,  and  the  foniier,  together  with  his  brother  James  and 
with  Peter,  was  admitted  into  his  Master's  especial  conti- 
dence.  As  to  Mark,  we  are  told  that  he  lived  at  Jerusalem, 
that  he  was  a  cousiu  of  Barnabas,  a  fellow-traveller  and 
friend  of  Paul,  and  afterwards  a  companion  and  beloved 
disciple  of  Peter.  Luke  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  friend 
and  disciple  of  Paul,  to  have  accompanied  him  on  most  of 
his  journey's,  and  to  have  been  with  him  during  his  last  stay 
at  Jerusalem  and  his  imprisonment.  Who  could  be  better 
informed  as  to  the  fates  of  Jesus  and  the  Apostles  than 
these  eye-witnesses  and  their  close  and  intimate  friends? 

But,  alas !  not  one  of  these  five  books  was  really  written 
by  the  person  whose  name  it  bears,  —  though  for  the  sake  of 
brevity  we  shall  still  call  the  writei*s  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke, 
and  John,  —  and  the}*  are  all  of  more  recent  date  than  their 
headin^iC^  would  lead  us  to  suppose.  The  case  is  not  quite 
the  same,  however,  as  with  the  epistles  sent  into  the  world 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JESD3    AND  THE   APOSTOLIC^  AGE.  25 

under  the  names  of  Paul,  Peter,  James,  and  Judas.  We 
cannot  say  that  the  Gospels  and  the  book  of  Acts  are  unau- 
thentic^  for  not  one  of  them  professes  to  give  the  name  of  its 
author.  They  appeared  anonjmously.  The  titles  placed 
above  them  in  our  bibles  owe  their  origin  to  a  later  ecclesias- 
tical tradition  which  deserves  no  confidence  whatever. 

So  in  order  to  know  how  far  we  can  safely  rely  upon  their 
statements  and  what  use  we  can  make  of  them,  we  must  look 
at  the  contents  of  the  books  themselves.  Let  us  begin  by 
examining  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  We  notice  at  once  that 
the  name  is  very  inappropriate,  for  the  book  does  not  speak 
of  the  acitatis  of  all  the  twelve  or  thirteen  Apostles,  or  even 
of  most  of  them,  but  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  first  and 
smaller  of  which  is  chiefly  concerned  with  Peter  and  the 
other  exclusively  with  Paul.  But  we  need  not  insist  on  this. 
For  the  history  of  these  two  men,  in  whom  we  feel  so  deep 
an  interest,  it  is  almost  our  only  authority  ;  and  of  the  earli- 
est fortunes  of  the  community  of  Jesus,  the  primitive  history 
of  the  Christian  Church  and  the  whole  of  the  apostolic  age, 
we  should  know  as  good  as  nothing  if  we  had  not  the  book 
of  Acts.  If  only  we  could  trust  the  writer  full}' !  But  we 
soon  see  that  the  utmost  caution  is  necessary.  For  we  have 
another  account  of  some  of  the  things  about  which  this  writer 
tells  us,  —  an  account  written  b}'  the  very  man  to  whom  they 
refer,  the  best  possible  authority,  therefore,  as  to  what  reall}' 
took  place.  This  man  is  Paul  himself.  In  the  first  two 
chapters  of  the  epistle  to  the  Galutians  he  gives  us  several 
details  of  his  own  past  life ;  and  no  sooner  do  we  place  his 
stor}'  side  by  side  with  that  of  the  Acta  than  we  clearly  per- 
ceive that  this  book  contains  an  incorrect  account,  and  that 
its  inaccuracy  is  not  the  i*esult  of  accident  or  ignorance  but 
of  a  deliberate  design,  an  attempt  —  conceived  no  doubt  with 
the  best  intentions  —  to  hide  in  some  degree  the  actual  course 
of  events.  In  short,  it  attempts  to  conceal  Paul's  relations 
with  the  other  Apostles  and  the  difierences  of  opinion  that 
existed  in  the  early  Church.  This  real  discovery  gives  us  the 
key  to  the  character  and  purpose  of  the  whole  book  of  Acts. 
For  now  that  we  have  iu  one  instance  detected  its  tendency 
to  represent  the  relations  between  Paul  and  the  Twelve  as 
more  favorable  than  they  really  were,  and  to  hide  the  differ- 
ences of  opinion  among  the  early  Christians  as  completely  as 
possible,  we  soon  pei-ceive  the  same  desire  running  through 
all  the  book.  The  real  state  of  things  in  these  early  tunes  is 
disguised  almost  past  recognition.     In   order  to  reconcile 
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PauFs  enemies  to  him,  and  to  establish  peace  between  the 
two  parties,  the  sharp  corners  are  considerabl3'  roimded  off 
whenever  the  great  and  striking  figure  of  the  apostle  of  the 
heathens  is  introduced.  At  the  same  time,  Peter  and  James 
are  made  more  liberal.  Indeed,  Peter  is  the  firat  to  preach 
■ihe  gospel  to  the  heathen,  and  on  several  occasions  Paul  is 
represented  in  the  character  of  a  strict  Jewish-Christian. 
In  a  word,  all  traces  of  the  dispute  are  as  far  as  possible 
obliterated. 

This  puts  us  into  a  position  to  determine  the  origin  and 
the  historical  value  of  the  book  of  Acts.  The  writer  was 
evidently  a  Heathen-Christian  who  revered  the  memory  of 
Paul,  though  he  never  reaUy  understood  his  doctrine,  and 
had  surrendered  most  of  his  principles.  At  the  same  time 
he  maj'  be  regarded  as  in  a  certain  sense  a  forerunner  (or 
an  early  representative)  of  the  primitive  Catholic  Church. 
We  know  how  to  deal  with  him  therefore.  When,  in  spite 
of  himself,  he  allows  an  involuntary  betrayal  of  tiie  existence 
of  these  dissensions  to  leak  out,  or  when  his  subject  is  in  no 
wa}'  connected  with  these  quarrels,  and  he  had  means  of  in- 
vestigating it  Ailly,  then  we  may  not  only  hail  him  as  a  valu- 
able witness,  in  the  absence  of  all  other  informants,  but  may 
even  accept  his  statements  as  deserving  of  all  credit;  not 
indeed  as  regards  the  speeches  which  he  puts  into  the  mouths 
of  Paul  and  others,  but  as  regards  the  events  which  he  re- 
cords. This  is  especially  applicable  to  the  later  fortunes  of 
Paul,  as  to  which  the  writer  of  Acts  had  access  to  some  very- 
good  authorities,  the  best  of  all  being  the  itinerary  or  journal 
of  travels  composed  b3'  one  of  the  Apostle's  companions. 
Portions  of  this  work  he  took  up  almost  unaltered  into  his 
own.  In  this  itinerar}',  then,  we  possess  the  records  of  an 
e3'e-witness.  This  is  of  incalculable  value.  Paul  himself 
and  this  unknown  companion  of  his  journeys  are  the  only 
eye-witnesses  from  whom  we  have  any  records  in  the  New 
Testament  that  have  not  been  disturbed  by  later  traditions. 

And,  alas  1  this  later  tradition  is  sudi  a  turbid  fountain  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JE8t7S  Ain>  THE   APOSTOLIC  AGE.  27 


vm. 

Thb  trnth  of  this  complaint  becomes  only  too  dear  wlien 
we  tarn  to  onr  Gospels. 

Of  course  we  should  rejoice  still  more  in  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  life  of  Jesns  than  in  a  faithful  history  of 
the  apostolic  age.  And  for  this  knowledge  we  have  hardly 
any  sources  but  the  four  books  with  which  the  New  Testa- 
ment begins.  No  other  authorities  deserve  to  be  mentioned 
by  their  side.  Paul  gives  us  a  few  general  characteristics, 
and  makes  a  few  allusions  in  his  letters,  but  this  is  all.  He 
had  never  known  Jesus  personally.  Flavins  Josephus,  the 
well-known  historian  of  the  Jewish  people,  was  bom  in 
A.D.  37,  only  two  yesLva  after  the  death  of  Jesus ;  but  though 
his  work  is  of  inestimable  value  as  our  chief  authority  for  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  in  which  Jesus  and  his  Apostles 
came  forward,  yet  he  does  not  seem  to  have  ever  mentioned 
Jesus  himself.  At  any  rate,  the  passage  in  his  '^  Jewish  An- 
tiquities"* that  refers  to  him  is  certainly  spurious,  and  was 
inserted  by  a  later  and  a  Christian  hand.  The  Talmud* 
compresses  the  history  of  Jesus  into  a  single  sentence,  and 
later  Jewish  writers  concoct  mere  slanderous  anecdotes. 
The  ecclesiastical  Fathers  mention  a  few  sayings  or  events, 
the  knowledge  of  which  they  drew  from  oral  tradition  or 
from  writings  that  have  since  been  lost.  The  Latin  and 
Greek  historians  just  mention  his  name.  This  meagi^  har- 
vest is  all  we  reap  from  sources  outside  the  Gospels. 

We  must  be  content  with  the  Gospels,  then.  To  learn  how 
far  we  may  trust  them  we  must  in  the  first  place  compare 
them  with  each  other.  The  moment  we  do  so  we  notice  that 
the  fourth  stands  quite  alone,  while  the  first  three  form  a  single 
group,  not  only  following  the  same  general  course,  but  some- 
times even  showing,  a  verbal  agreement  which  cannot  possibly 
be  accidental.  For  this  reason  they  are  called  the  ^yrioptical 
Gospels ;  that  is  to  sa}-,  the  Gospels  which  contain  accounts 
of  the  same  events  —  *'  parallel  passages,"  as  they  are  called 
—  which  can  be  written  Side  bj-  side  so  as  to  enable  us  to  take 
a  general  view  or  synopsis  of  all  the  three,  and  at  the  same 
time  compare  them  with  each  other.  A  more  careful  exami- 
nation shows  us  that  the  difference  between  ^latthew,  Mark, 
and  Luke  on  the  one  hand  and  John  on  the  other  is  so 
great- that  we  must  choose  between  them,  since  we  cannot 

^  B.  XTiii.  chap.  iii.  sec.  3.  ^  ^^  vol.  i-  p.  31,  32. 
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possibly  harmonize  them.  According  to  the  first  three  Jesna 
utters  his  wisdom  in  the  form  of  proverbs,  or  still  more  fre- 
quently of  parables.  In  John  the  parables  disappear  entirely, 
and  profound  and  elaborate  disquisitions  are  put  into  the 
mouth  of  Jesus.  In  the  first  three  Gospels  his  words  usually 
refei  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  in  the  fourth  he  almost  always 
speaks  of  himself.  In  the  former  he  is  said  to  have  lived 
and  preached  in  Galilee  alone  till  within  a  few  daj's  of  his 
death ;  in  the  latter  we  find  him  frequently,  nay  generally, 
working  in  Judsea,  and  especially  at  Jerusalem.  In  the 
former  he  speaks  and  acts  as  an  Israelite;  in  the  latter 
he  sometimes  separates  himself  so  sharply  from  the  people 
of  Israel  that  he  seems  to  wish  no  longer  to  be  cK>nsid- 
ered  as  belonging  to  the  nation  at  all.  In  the  former  he  is 
a  man  whose  character  gradually  develops  under  the  conflict 
in  which  he  is  engaged  and  the  work  he  has  taken  up ;  in 
<5he  latter  a  more  than  earthly  being,  perfect  from  the  very 
beginning.  In  a  word,  John  gives  us  a  totallj'  difierent  im- 
pression both  of  the  whole  and  of  the  separate  details  from 
that  conveyed  b}'  the  Synoptics. 

Attempts  to  remove  this  contradiction  have  been  vain. 
Every  means  adopted  to  this  end  has  turned  out  a  mere  idle 
subtlety.  There  is  no  escaping  the  fact  that  we  must  make 
our  choice.  Nor  can  we  hesitate  as  to  what  that  choice  shall 
be.  The  first  three  Gospels  are  far  simpler  and  more  natu- 
ral in  tone  than  the  fourth ;  they  bring  the  historical  back- 
ground of  the  life  of  Jesus  far  more  clearly  before  us  ;  they  are 
written  with  the  object  of  making  his  person  and  his  preach- 
ing, his  deeds  and  his  fortunes,  known.  In  the  fourth  Gos- 
pel John  the  Baptist,  Jesus,  and  the  Evangelist  himself  always 
speak  in  the  same  spirit  and  adopt  the  same  style ;  so  that 
any  one  can  see  that  it  is  really  the  Evangelist  who  is  speak- 
ing all  the  time,  and  that  he  simply  puts  his  own  ideas, 
clothed  in  his  own  style,  into  the  mouths  of  Jesus  and  others. 
The  view  here  taken  of  the  world  and  man  is  utterly  foreign 
to  the  mind  of  Jesus,  and  its  point  of  departure  ^mst  be 
looked  for  in  the  Alexandrine  philosophy.  Lastly,  the  writer 
himself  clearly  indicates  at  the  end  of  his  book  that  his  object 
was  not  so  much  to  give  an  account  of  the  life  of  Jesus  as  to 
rouse  and  strengthen  faith  in  him.  His  work  is  an  expression 
of  faith  rather  than  a  historical  narrative.  In  other  words, 
he  does  not  tell  us  what  Jesus  was,  but  what  he,  the  Evange- 
list, had  found  in  him,  —  what  Jesus  was  to  him,  what  influence 
he  had  exercised  upon  his  spiritual  life,  and  in  what  light  he 
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therefore  regarded  him.  If  we  also  bear  in  mind  that  this 
aathor  wrote  at  a  comparatively  late  {leriod,  in  the  first  half 
of  the  second  centur}',  we  shall  readily  assent  to  the  following 
conchision :  We  may  read  the  fourth  Gospel  for  our  edifi- 
cation ;  indeed,  thera  is  perhaps  no  other  book  of  the  Bible 
more  eminently  suited  to  this  purpose.  As  we  read  it  we  feel 
compelled  to  ask  ourselves  whether  we  too  have  derived  as 
much  spiritual  wealth  from  Jesus  as  this  writer,  with  his  deep 
piety  and  high  culture,  did.  But  for  the  history  of  Jesus  wo 
cannot  use  the  work ;  we  need  never  consult  it,  and  shall  do 
best  to  put  it  entirely  out  of  our  minds.  In  treating  of  the 
life  of  Jesus,  then,  we  shall  set  this  work  almost  entirely  aside, 
and  shall  afterwards  take  it  up  separately  as  the  most  beau- 
tifal  expression  of  faith  which  has  come  down  to  us  from  the 
post-apostolic  age ;  but  even  then  we  shall  not  stop  to  inquire 
particularly  whether  any  historical  fact  here  and  there  lies  at 
the  basis  of  its  representations. 

The  fourth  Gospel  forms  a  beautiful  and  well-ordered  whole, 
and  bears  a  pre-eminently  individual  character,  for  the  very 
remarkable  and  exalted  i)ersonalit3'  of  the  writer  has  stamped 
its  spirit  unmistakably  upon  ever}'  poition  of  the  work.  But 
it  is  far  otherwise  with  the  Synoptic  Gospels.  They  can 
hardly  be  said  to  have  had  authors  at  all.  They  had  only 
editors  or  compilers.  AVliat  I  mean  is,  that  those  who  enriched 
the  old  Christian  literature  with  these  Gospels  did  not  go  to 
work  as  independent  writers  and  compose  their  own  narra- 
tives out  of  the  accounts  they  had  collected,  but  simply  took 
up  the  different  stories  or  sets  of  stories  which  they  found  cur- 
rent in  the  oral  tradition  or  already  reduced  to  writing,  add- 
ing here  and  expanding  there,  and  so  sent  out  into  the  world 
a  very  artless  kind  of  composition.  Their  works  wore  then, 
from  time  to  time,  somewhat  enriched  by  introductory  matter 
or  interpolations  from  the  hands  of  later  Christians,  and  per- 
haps were  modified  a  little  here  and  there.  Our  first  two 
Gospels  appear  to  have  passed  through  more  than  one  such 
revision.  The  third,  whose  writer  says  in  his  preface  that 
*'  many  had  undertaken  to  put  together  a  narrative  (Gospel)  *' 
before  him,  appears  to  proceed  from  a  single  collecting,  ar- 
ranging, and  modifying  hand. 

I  spoke  just  now  of  oral  tradition  as  having  preceded  any 
written  record.  For  a  considerable  period  this  tradition  was 
the  only  source  of  information  as  to  the  fortunes  and  the 
teaching  of  Jesus.     It  was  but  natural  that  as  long  as  Jesu* 
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was  living  no  one  should  think  of  writing  an  account  of  his 
words  or  deeds.  And  even  during  the  first  twenty  or  thirt}' 
3'ears  or  so  after  his  death,  when  his  disciples  were  preaching 
him  as  the  Christ  to  an  ever  wider  circle,  though  the  want 
of  such  Gospels  must  soon  have  made  itself  generalh'  felt, 
no  one  undertook  to  write  one.  For  the  Christians  expected 
Jesus  himself  to  return  ere  long  fi'om  heaven,  and  what 
would  then  be  the  use  of  a  written  record  of  his  former 
life? 

It  was  not  till  the  expectation  of  the  return  of  Jesus  had 
fallen  somewhat  into  the  background  that  such  a  task  could 
be  taken  up  with  affectionate  zeal.  And  meanwhile  tde  oral 
tradition  had  already  taken  a  tolerably  settled  form  in  the 
various  circles  of  Christians.  In  an  age  when  reading  and 
writing  were  less  common  than  the}'  are  at  present,  the 
memory  was  much  more  tenacious,  and  words  were  remem- 
bered with  greater  accurac}'.  Detached  accounts  as  well  as 
whole  sets  of  narratives  referring  to  the  labors  of  Jesus  in 
Galilee,  his  journey  to  Jerusalem,  his  stay  in  the  city,  and 
his  death,  were  current  among  the  Christians.  His  para- 
bles, his  aphorisms,  and  His  more  elaborate  discourses  were 
also  passed  from  mouth  to  mouth,  sometimes  in  connection 
with  some  event,  and  sometimes  quite  detached.  One  of  the 
early  Fathers  tells  us  that  the  Ai)ostle  Matthew  wrote  a  col- 
lection of  *'  Savings  of  the  Lord,"  in  Hebrew,  by  which  he 
means  the  local  dialect  which  Jesus  and  his  Apostles  spoke. 
This  collection  has  probably  been  taken  up  into  our  first  Gos- 
pel, which  is  specially  rich  in  sayings  of  Jesus ;  and  it  may 
be  from  this  fact  that  it  derives  its  title  ''  according  to 
Matthew." 

Of  course,  the  preservation  and  promulgation  of  the  say- 
ings and  doings  of  Jesus  by  oral  tradition  fbr  so  long  a  period 
was  attended  with  certain  disadvantages.  No  doubt  the  tra- 
dition was  much  firmer  than  would  be  the  case  in  our  day, 
but  still  it  was  constantly-  subject  to  variation.  The  result  is 
very  clearly  discernible  in  our  Gospels.  There  are  four  prin- 
cipal causes  of  these  transformations  of  the  tradition,  which 
were  generally  unintentional. 

In  the  first  place,  embellishment  was  a  necessary  result  of 
oral  promulgation.  This  will  always  follow  when  a  story 
passes  from  mouth  to  mouth,  especially  when  it  refers  to 
any  one  for  whom  a  great  enthusiasm  is  felt.  One  narrator 
adds  a  little  to  it,  and  the  next  heightens  the  coloring  some- 
what 
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In  the  second  place,  migunderstcmdmgs  maj^  pla}'  an  impor- 
tant part  in  changing  the  form  of  a  tradition.  Examples  of 
this  process  abound.  The  metaphorical  language  of  the  East, 
in  which  Jesus  usually  expressed  himself,  and  which  his  first 
disciples  sometimes  used  concerning  him,  was  specially  liable 
to  misconception.  It  was  accepted  literally,  and  thus  a  fig- 
ure of  speech,  or  even  a  parable,  was  repoi-ted  as  if  it  were 
an  actual  event. 

Another  source  of  misconception  may  be  found  in  the  pre- 
conceived ideas  ^  especially  of  a  religions  character,  which  exer- 
cised so  powerfhl  an  influence  over  the  tradition  from  its  very 
origin.  The  hearers  of  Jesus,  even  his  Apostles,  had  very 
often  failed  to  understand  what  their  Master  said,  what  he 
did,  and  what  he  was  aiming  at.  In  their  own  preaching 
they  reproduced  their  Master  and  his  teaching  not  as  they 
really  were,  but  as  they  had  appeared  in  the  light  of  their 
own  preconceived  ideas.  And  so  in  after  times  the  original 
tradition,  itself  far  from  pure,  was  considerably,  though  un- 
intentionally, modified  by  such  influences  as  love  of  the 
marvellous,  the  national  pride  of  the  Jews,  current  ideas  as 
to  the  Messiah  and  the  person  of  Jesus,  and  the  expectation 
that  he  would  return  to  earth. 

Closely  connected  with  this  last  source  of  error,  and  most 
important  of  all,  is  the  influence  exercised  upon  the  tradition 
by  the  conflict  of  parties  in  the  apostolic  communities.  Each 
of  the  two  schools  of  this  period,  so  sharply  opposed  to  each 
other  (the  Jewish-Christian  and  the  Heathen-Christian) ,  was 
filled  by  a  deep  and  sacred  conviction  that  it  and  it  only 
thought,  spoke,  and  acted  in  the  spirit  of  the  Master  whom 
l)oth  acknowledged.  Hence  it  happened  that  the  two  parties 
might  reijort  one  and  the  same  saying  of  Jesus  so  difTerentl}* 
that  each  of  them  regarded  it  as  passing  a  sentence  of  con- 
demnation upon  the  other.  As  a  rule,  this  came  to  pass 
involuntaril}' ;  but,  in  the  ver}'  strength  of  their  convictiou, 
the  advocates  of  either  view  might  now  and  then  expressly 
put  such  a  sentence  into  the  Master's  mouth,  or  in  case  of 
need  invent  some  incident  in  order  to  bring  clearly  into  view 
what  they  were  certain  must  have  been  his  judgment.  In 
the  S3'noptic  Gospels,  acconlingly,  we  find  certain  nanatives 
which  refer  to  Jesus  in  appearance  only,  and  reall}-  rose  in 
the  apostolic  communities  in  consequence  of  the  division  in 
♦heir  midst,  or  with  direct  reference  to  it.  A  great  deal  then 
depends  upon  whether  the  tradition  had  been  promulgated 
tlirough  a  Jewish-Christian  or  a  Heathen-Christian  medium. 
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and  e&ch  Evangelist  was  guided  in  the  choice  of  his  materiala 
by  the  school  to  which  he  himself  belonged.  The  authorities 
of  the  first  Evangelist  were  chieflj*  Jewish-ChrUtian ;  the 
third  Evangelist  derived  his  information  more  from  Pauline 
circles.  More  than  once  we  shall  encounter  nai-ratives 
that  cannot  possibly  be  understood  in  connection  with  the 
life  of  Jesus,  and  shall  transfer  them  to  the  period  to 
which  they  really  belong ;  that  is  to  say,  to  the  historj^  of  the 
Apostles. 

But  enough.  We  have  seen  distinctly  that  even  when 
dealing  with  the  first  three  Gospels  we  must  go  to  work  with 
the  utmost  caution,  must  closely  examine,  minutely  compare, 
and  carefully  sift  their  statements,  if  we  are  really  to  gain 
an}'  genuine  knowledge  of  Jesus  and  learn  his  true  history. 
All  this  is  very  difiicult,  and  there  are  many  points  about 
which  we  long  to  know  the  truth,  but  as  to  which  our  utmost 
efforts  can  secure  no  certain  knowledge.  When  we  place 
Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke  side  by  side,  we  sometimes  suc- 
ceed in  recovering  the  most  ancient  form  of  a  narrative  or 
sa3ing ;  sometimes  we  are  surprised  to  find  that  the  Evange- 
lists themselves,  from  the  ver}^  fact  of  their  going  to  work  so 
artlessly  and  simply,  and  introducing  most  of  their  altera- 
tions without  exact!}'  intending  it,  emend  and  refute  them- 
selves, and  so  put  us  upon  the  right  track ;  sometimes  our 
knowledge  of  the  apostolic  age  throws  a  clear  light  upon  the 
origin  and  significance  of  what  we  read  in  the  Gospels.  But 
in  spite' of  all  this,  we  have  constantly'  to  express  our  regret- 
ful ignorance  of  the  true  historj-  of  the  life  of  Jesus.  All  the 
stories  of  the  New  Testament,  without  exception,  will  be  dealt 
with  and  explained  as  we  go  along,  and  we  shall  try  to  bring 
out  both  the  beautiful  and  true  and  the  one-sided  or  unti*ue 
ideas  which  they  contain ;  even  legends  ^  may  furnish  mate- 
rials for  history,  as  contributions  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
times  and  the  surroundings  out  of  which  they  rose.  But, 
after  all,  our  chief  concern  is  with  Jesus.  In  any  case,  we 
shall  hear  enough  of  him  to  be  filled  with  the  deepest  admira- 
tion and  reverence  for  his  character,  to  love  him  in  our  inmost 
hearts,  and  to  feel  ourselves  unspeakabl}'  indebted  to  him. 
And  if  we  discover  that  his  first  disciples  generally  misunder- 
stood him,  and  could  never  fully  appreciate  a  character  to  the 
true  greatness  of  which  they  were  so  often  blind,  we  shall 
lament  the  fact  itself,  but  shall  know  how  to  make  use  of  our 
knowledge  of  it.  The  truth  revealed  by  Jesus  can  never  be 
1  See  vol.  i.  pp.  6-S. 
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quite  obscured.  It  has  been,  and  still  is,  the  ver}-  lifs  of 
Chrifltianitj.  If  we  listen  faithfully  to  its  commands,  and 
open  our  hearts  to  its  influence,  it  can  and  will  so  strengthen 
ns  in  all  that  is  good  and  noble  that  we  shall  bring  no  shame 
upon  the  name  of  Christian  which  we  take  from  Jesus ;  it  will 
so  build  up  our  character  and  confirm  our  moral  power  that 
we  shall  learn,  rejoicing  in  the  love  of  God,  to  be  a  true 
blessing  to  society,  and  ever  to  grow  more  and  more  like 
Jesus.     No  richer  blessing  can  I  wish  to  you,  my  readers ! 
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B  O  O  K    I. 

JESUS. 


Chapter  I. 

THE    DESCENT   OF  JESUS. 

Matthew  I. ;  Luks  III.  23-88. 

"■pEDIGREE  of  Jesus  Christ,  son  of  David,   son   of 

Jr      Abraham." 

Such  are  the  words  which  stand  at  the  head  of  the  first 
page  of  the  New  Testament.  There  could  not  be  a  more 
natural  commencement ;  for  however  wearisome  a  dry  list  of 
names  may  seem,  we  can  easily  understand  that  the  early 
Christians  were  anxious  to  trace  the  descent  of  Jesus,  as 
fully  as  possible,  up  into  a  hoary  antiquity.  Some  people  still 
keep  up  their  family  registers,  and  attach  great  value  to  them  ; 
and  it  is  not  unusual  to  set  aside  for  the  purpose  the  blank 
pages  at  the  beginning  of  the  great  family  Bible,  which 
descends  as  an  heirloom  from  father  to  son,  and  is  always  so 
carefully  preser\'ed  and  honored.  But  never,  perhaps,  has 
the  passion  for  prescribing  pedigrees  been  so  great  as  among 
the  Jews  after  the  Captivity ;  for  they  jealousl}-  defended  the 
purity  of  their  Israelitish  descent,  and  deemed  it  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  be  able  to  furnish  proof  that  not  a  drop  of  blood 
polluted  by  heathen  affinities  flowed  through  their  veins. 

But  to  return  to  the  genealogy  of  Jesus.  A  careful  exami- 
nation brings  to  light  several  objections  to  its  authenticity. 
To  begin  with,  as  soon  as  we  read  through  the  first  chapter 
of  Matthew  we  come  upon  an  extraordinary  contradiction. 
First  of  all  we  have  three  series  of  ancestors,  of  fourteen  gen- 
erations each  —  we  may  check  the  calculation  for  ourselves — 
the  last  of  them  ending  Jacob,  Joseph,  Jesus.     Well  and 
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good !  Bui  in  the  following  verses  we  are  all  at  on.^e  in- 
formed that  Joseph  was  not  the  father  of  Jesus  after  all,  and 
that  Jnsus  had  really  no  connection  with  him.  Tnea  what  is 
the  meaning  of  this  list  of  Joseph's  ancestors  with  the  heading, 
"  Pedigree  of  Jesus'*  f  for  all  the  while,  according  to  this  seo» 
ond  account,  it  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  Jesus.  You 
will  see  at  once  that  there  is  a  direct  contradiction  here.  But 
again,  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke  there  is  another  pedigree  of 
Jesus,  or  rather  of  Joseph  the  father  of  Jesus,  but  it  only 
agrees  with  that  of  Matthew  in  fifleen  names,  and  departs 
from  it  in  no  less  than  foi^ !  Continuing  our  examination, 
and  inspecting  the  stories  about  the  birth  of  Jesus  which  our 
first  and  thii^  Evangelists  have  given  us,  we  very  soon  per- 
ceive that  they  are  in  irreconcilable  contradiction  with  each 
other,  and  that  each  of  them  taken  by  itself  contains  much 
that  is  strange  and  improbable,  not  to  say  impossible. 

Now  any  one  who  has  studied  general  history,  esi^ecially 
that  of  antiquity,  will  at  once  remember  that  the  origin  of 
great  men  is  often  veiled  in  obscurit}*.  If  a  later  tradition 
encircles  their  cradle  with  a  crown  of  legendar}-  glor}',  it  does 
so  simply  by  the  exercise  of  its  own  imagination  ;  for  trust- 
worthj'  sources  of  information  for  the  heroes'  lives  do  not 
begin  to  flow  before  their  public  appearance.  All  that  pre- 
cedes is  mere  fiction.  We  need  not  wonder,  then,  that  the 
case  is  similar  with  Jesus,  who  has  been  revered  throughout 
the  ages  as  the  greatest  of  all  men,  as  the  chief  bonefhctor 
of  our  race ;  nay,  as  something  more  than  man.  And  the 
perfect  simplicity  and  absence  of  ostentation  or  display  which 
always  characterized  Jesus  makes  it  seem  all  the  more 
natural  that  no  record  of  his  early  life  should  have  survived. 
The  question  is,  then,  are  we  to  look  upon  these  registers 
and  stories  as  tnie  histor}',  or  simply  as  at  once  the  evidence 
and  the  result  of  the  reverence,  the  faith,  and  the  grateful 
love  of  the  Christians  ? 

The  answer  cannot  be  doubtful.  We  know  hardly  an}' 
diing  of  the  origin,  the  childhood,  and  the  3011th  of  Jesus. 
Since  he  is  the  greatest  hero  not  only  of  Biblical  but  of  uni- 
versal history,  and  occupies  the  place  of  honor  in  the  story 
of  the  moral  and  religious  development  of  each  one  of  us, 
every  thing  that  concerns  him  must  arouse  our  keenest  in- 
terest, and  we  cannot  help  searching  for  information  even  on 
these  preliminary  mattera ;  but  if  we  expect  any  gre^t  result 
we  shall  be  bitterly  disappointed.  Wherever  we  knock,  the 
door  is  closed  against  us.     Inasmuch  as  Jesus  begins  a  new 
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period  of  hmnan  progress  we  have  began  a  new  chronological 
era  with  him,  and  are  in  the  habit  of  reckoning  tlie  years 
backward  and  forward  from  his  birth;  but  even  tlie  point 
from  which  this  era  should  commence  is  any  thing  but  certain. 
In  the  3'ear  525  a.d.  the  Roman  Abbot  Dionysius  Exiguus 
fixed  it  as  it  is  now  nsed,  but  students  of  the  subject  have 
long  been  agreed  that  the  data  upon  which  he  based  his  cal- 
culations were  insufficient,  and  that  he  most  likely  made  a 
mistake  of  several  years.  Nor  is  our  knowledge  any  more 
definite  with  regard  to  the  descent  of  Jesus,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  his  birth.  Even  as  to  the  place  where  he  was  born 
Opinions  differ. 

You  may  naturally  ask  the  cause  of  all  this  uncertainty, 
and  it  is  not  difficult  to  explain.  The  fact  is  that  the  Apostles 
and  other  preachers,  who  brought  the  gospel  to  Jews  and 
heathens,  confined  themselves  entirely,  in  speaking  about 
Jesus,  to  the  time  of  his  public  activity  in  Israel,  and  laid 
special  stress  upon  his  death  and  resurrection.  To  this  the}' 
could  bear  witness.  Of  what  went  before  they  had  seen 
nothing,  nor  had  they  made  any  inquiries  about  it ;  for  at  firat 
it  was  onlj'  the  most  important  facts  that  excited  attention. 
In  these  early  times  no  special  interest  was  felt  in  the  birtli 
and  youth  of  Jesus,  for  his  disciples  tacitly  assumed  that 
it  was  not  as  an  infant,  a  boy,  or  a  young  man,  but  as  a  pub- 
lic teacher,  and  above  all  in  his  death,  that  Jesus  had  shown 
himself  to  be  the  Christ  and  our  redeemer. 

And  when  the  later  Christians  wished  to  know  more  of 
these  early  days,  there  was  no  one  left  who  could  give  them 
an^'  information.  Were  they  content  to  rest  in  their  igno- 
rance then,  inasmuch  as  it  was  impossible  to  learn  any  morl, 
and  fate  would  have  it  so  ?  Not  at  all.  It  was  far  more  in 
the  spirit  of  the  age  to  try  to  determine  what  must  have  hap- 
pened. And  indeed  the  Christians  firmly  believed  that  they 
could  draw  from  a  source  of  information  which  deserved  such 
implicit  confidence  that  even  if  there  had  been  persons  living 
who  were  personally  acquainted  with  the  facts,  it  would  hardly 
have  been  necessary  to  consult  them.  This  source  of  infor- 
mation was  the  Old  Testament.  Jesus  was  recognized  as  vhe 
Messiah  promised  to  the  fathers  ;  and  the  prophets  had  writlen 
about  the  Messiah.  It  was  firmly  believed  that  they  had  fore- 
told a  number  of  details  of  the  life  of  the  Christ,  and  that  in 
doing  so  they  could  not  possibly  have  made  mistakes.  Not 
content  with  finding  in  the  prophecies  and  Psalms  all  sorts  of 
allusions  or  definite  predictions  as  to  the  life  of  Jesus,  the 
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Christians  8i.w  in  the  fortunes  of  the  people  of  Israel  or  of  its 
greatest  heroes,  such  as  Moses,  a  foreshadowing  of  what  was 
to  happen  to  the  Messiah.  And  so  by  putting  together  a 
number  of  texts  from  the  Old  Testament,  generally  explained 
in  a  grossly  arbitrary  8t3'le,  the}'  made  up  a  complete  history 
of  Jesus.  We  shall  notice  this  again  and  again  as  we  ad- 
vance. We  can  now  understand  the  w&y  in  which  they  would 
attempt  to  fill  the  great  gap  in  the  history  of  the  early  years 
of  Jesus,  ani  can  make  use  of  our  knowledge  at  once  in 
explaining  the  origin  of  these  two  pedigrees  and  other  things 
connected  with  them. 

The  narratives  of  the  Old  Testament  have  familiarized  us 
with  the  Messianic  expectation.  Several  of  the  prophets* 
distinctly  say  that  in  the  golden  age  of  the  future,  for  which 
they  hope,  a  descendant  of  David  will  hold  swa}'  over  Isittel 
as  king.  Now  Jesus  had  not  3*et  become  a  king;  but, 
thought  the  Chiistians,  he  would  be  one  ere  long  when  he  re- 
turned from  heaven.  Was  he  reall}'  of  the  race  of  David 
then  ?  The  simple  fact  is  that  we  know  nothing  about  it ; 
and  perhaps  you  may  think  that  it  does  not  much  matter. 
No  more  it  does.  To  us,  at  least,  he  is  neither  greater  nor 
less  for  being  or  not  being  a  descendant  of  David.  We 
honor  him  far  too  much  to  attach  any  value  to  such  an 
accident.  Jesus  himself,  too,  considered  it  a  matter  of  little 
or  no  consequence,  and  perhaps  indirectly-  denied  that  his 
descent  was  royal.*  But  the  early  Christians  thought  other- 
wise. They  argued  :  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  and  therefore  it  is 
absolutely  certain,  on  the  testimon}-  of  all  those  prophetic 
utterances,  that  he  mtut  have  been  of  the  race  and  famil}'  of 
David.*  This  argument  necessarily  involved  the  belief  that 
the  great-nephews  of  Jesus,  the  grandsons  of  his  brother 
Jude,  were  also  descendants  of  David ;  and  an  old  church- 
Father  tells  us  that  the  suspicious  Emperor  Domitian,  hearing 
that  in  the  country  of  the  Jews  thei-e  were  men  of  royal 
extraction  still  alive,  had  these  relatives  of  Jesus  brought 
before  him ;  but  the  sight  of  their  hands  hardened  by  honest 
work  allaj'ed  his  fears. 

The  general  statement  that  Jesus  must  have  been  a  son  of 

1  Isauih  xi.  1,  10;  Jeremiah  xxiii.  6,  xxx.  9,  zxxiii.  1ft.  17,  21.  23;  Ezekiel 
xxxiv.  23  f.,  xxxvii.  24  f. ;  Hosea  iii.  5;  Amos  ix.  11 ;  Miciiah  v.  2;  Zechariali 
Ui.  8,  vi.  12,  xii.  8. 

*  Matthew  xxii.  41-46  (Mark  xii.  36-37). 

•  John  vii.  42;  AcU  ii.  30,  xiii.  23;  Rumans  i.  2,  3;  2  Tim.  ii.  8:  Ilebrewf 
yji.  14:  Revelatioa  v.  5.  xxii.  16. 
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David  did  not  long  satisfj^  the  Christians ;  and  by  the  aid  of 
names  and  catalogues  from  the  Old  Testament  they  construct- 
ed pedigrees  for  Joseph ,  the  father  of  Jesus .  We  have  already 
alluded  to  the  two  which  Matthew  and  Luke  have  presen-ed 
for  us.  The  first  begins  with  Abraham  ;  the  other  goes  back 
to  Adam.  These  pedigrees  have  not  the  smallest  historical 
value.  Only  to  mention  a  single  point,  their  authors  did  not 
shrink  from  the  most  arbitrary  handling  of  their  materials  foi 
the  sake  of  obtaining  symmetrical  results  with  special  refer- 
ence to  the  sacred  number  seven  and  its  multiples.  (3X1^ 
in  one  case  and  5  X  14  -|-  7  in  the  other.)  Moreover,  these 
two  registers  destroy  each  other.  Not  onl}'  do  the  names 
difi'er  in  almost  every  case,  but  in  the  one  there  are  exactly 
fourteen  generations  more  between  Jesus  and  David  than  in 
the  other.  But  it  does  not  follow  that  they  have  no  interest 
for  U8.  In  the  first  place,  they  offer  a  striking  illustration  of 
the  way  in  which  history  was  written  in  those  da3's.  Again, 
on  comparing  the  two,  we  see  the  different  spirit  in  which  the 
two  compilers  worked.  The  first  list,  which  only  mounts  up 
to  Abraham  the  ancestor  of  Israel,  intends  to  represent  Jesus 
distinctly  as  IsraeVs  Messiah,  and  must  therefore  have  ariser 
in  Jewish-Christian  circles.  The  other,  which  goes  up  tc 
*^  Adam  the  son  of  God,"  the  ancestor  of  all  mankind,  wishes 
to  show  that  Jesus  belongs  to  the  whole  human  race,  and  is 
^^the  second  Adam,"^  the  true  man,  and  the  son  of  God. 
This  list,  therefore,  must  be  of  Heathen-Christian  origin, 
or  rather  must  have  passed  through  a  revision  made  in  the 
Heathen-Christian  spirit.  Finally,  it  follows  of  necessity 
fiom  both  the  genealogies  that  their  compilers  entertained  no 
doubt  that  Joseph  was  the  father  of  Jesus.  Otherwise  the 
descent  of  Joseph  would  not  have  been  in  the  least  to  the 
point. 

Connected  with  this  firm  belief  that  the  Messiah  must  be  a 
descendant  of  David  was  the  conviction  that  as  David's  son 
he  must  be  bom  in  David's  cit}',  that  is  Bethlehem.  This 
was  deduced  from  a  passage  in  Michah,  which  was  understood 
to  mean  "at  Bethlehem,  in  Judsea,  shall  Christ  be*born,"* 
though  the  prophet  really  meant  nothing  whatever  of  the 
kind.  There  was  a  great  difficulty  here.  The  primitive  tra 
dition  declared  emphaticall}'  that  Nazareth  was  the  place 
Irom  which  Jesus  came.  We  maj'  still  see  this  distinctly 
enough  in  our  Gospels.     Jesus  is  constantly  called  die  Naza- 

1  1  Corinthians  xv.  45,  47. 

<  Matthevr  ii.  4-6 ;  compare  John  vii.  48. 
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rene^  or  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  This  was  certainly  the  name  by 
which  he  was  known  in  his  own  time ;  and  of  course  such 
local  names  were  given  to  men  from  the  place  of  then*  birth, 
and  not  from  the  place  in  which  they  lived,  which  might 
constantly  be  changing.  Nazareth  is  called  in  so  many 
words  his  own,  that  is,  his  native  cit}',^  and  he  himself 
describes  it  so.*  But  in  spite  of  all  this  the  Christians  were 
convinced  that  he  must  have  been  born  at  Bethlehem,  so  they 
had  to  assume  that  Joseph  and  Mary  were  at  Bethlehem  at 
the  time  of  his  birth.  Matthew  simply  sa3's  that  it  was  so,* 
and  adds  that  they  settled  at  Nazareth  some  3'ears  afterwards 
for  a  special  reason  ;  *  and  then  running  off  upon  the  sound 
of  the  name  he  sees  in  this  change  of  abode  the  fulfilment  of 
another  prophetic  intimation  indirectly'  conveyed  by  the  his- 
tory- of  Samson :  "  He  shall  be  a  Nazarite  unto  God," '  says 
the  angel  to  Manoah's  wife;  and  the  words,  thought  the 
Evangelist,  referred  to  Jesus  as  well  as  Samson,  for  there  was 
not  so  much  difference  between  NazanVc  and  Nazar«n«  /  • 

Sometimes  the  Old  Testament  could  not  supply  the  missing 
particulars  which  seemed  necessary  to  explain  some  admitted 
fact  in  the  life  or  character  of  Jesus,  and  then  there  was 
nothing  left  but  to  fill  in  the  gap  by  guess-work.  In  such 
cases  it  happened,  not  infrequently,  that  the  literal  interpre- 
tation of  spiritual  expressions,  and  the  misunderstanding  of 
the  metaphorical  style  of  the  East  in  which  the  Gospel  was 
first  preached,  so  totally  distorted  the  ancient  tradition  as  to 
dmw  conclusions  from  it  which  it  was  never  for  a  moment 
intended  to  sanction.  An  example  of  this  process,  too,  will 
help  us  to  understand  the  origin  of  the  accounts  of  the  de- 
scent of  Jesus. 

In  the  first  and  third  Gospels  we  read  that, Jesus  was  born 
miraculousl}',  and  that  Joseph  was  only  his  foster-father. 
How  did  this  belief  arise  ?  In  the  first  place,  we  must  notice 
that  it  was  a  common  idea  in  ancient  times  that  great  found- 
ers of  religions  such  as  Buddha  and  Zoroaster,  philosophers 
such  as  P3'thagoras  and  Plato,  and  kings  such  as  Romulus 
and  Atexander,  had  had  no  earthty  father.  Perhaps  the 
Christians  were  confirmed  in  this  idea  with  regard  to  their 
own  Master  by  applying  a  passage  in  Isaiah,^  which  they 

1  Matthew  xiii.  54  (Mark  vi.  1). 

S  Matthew  xiii.  57  (Mark.  vi.  4;  Luke  iv.  23, 24),  compare  John  yii.  41,  42 
and  L  45,  46. 

*  Matthew  ii.  1.  <  Matthew  ii.  22,  23.  <  Jadgee  xiii.  6. 

•  MatUiew  ii.  23.  *  Isaiah  vii.  14. 
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completely  misunderstood,  to  the  mother  of  the  Messiah,  and 
therefore  to  the  mother  of  Jesus. ^  Besides  this,  they  very 
truly  saw  in  Jesus  an  altogether  unique  personality.  They 
felt  how  far  above  all  other  men  he  stood ;  that  his  nobility 
of  soul,  his  goodness,  his  purity,  his  exaltation  of  character, 
and  his  love  raised  him  above  all  comparison  with  other  men. 
They  were  not  content  to  explain  these  facts  from  the  beauty 
of  his  natural  disposition,  its  happy  development,  and  the 
holiness  and  strength  of  his  will.  They  were  determined  to 
find  a  supernatural  cause.  Three  separate  representations 
found  acceptance  in  succession.  In  the  earliest  times  the 
Christians  believed  that  when  Jesus  was  baptized  the  Holy 
Spirit  descended  upon  him.  Somewhat  later  he  was  said  to 
have  been  bom  into  the  world  miraculousl}-,  and  not  as  an 
ordinary  human  being.  Finally,  an  existence  in  heaven  pre- 
vious to  his  appearance  on  earth  was  ascribed  to  him  in  order 
to  account  to  some  extent  for  his  being  bo  far  exalted  above 
other' men. 

But  it  was  that  misunderstanding  of  figurative  language, 
of  which  we  spoke  just  now,  that  was  the  chief  cause  at  work 
in  this  instance.  **  Jesus  was  bom  of  the  Holy  Spirit,"  said 
the  believers.  To  understand  this  declaration,  we  must  bear 
in  mind  the  peculiar  usages  of  New  Testament  language. 
It  needs  but  little  knowledge  of  ourselves  and  others  to  teach 
us  that  to  be  and  to  do  good  is  no  easy  task  that  we  can  ac- 
complish without  eflbrt.  Our  perverse  and  selfish  nature  has 
to  be  subdued,  and  our  better  moral  nature  raised  to  suprem- 
acy. But  what  we  should  express  now-a-days  by  saying 
"  we  must  change  our  lives  and  become  new  and  better  men," 
is  expressed  in  New  Testament  language  thus :  We  must  be 
born  again,  bom  of  the  Hoty  Spirit,  the  principle  of  all 
good.*  So  when  the  disciples  wished  to  say  of  Jesus  that  be 
did  not  need  to  become  good  because  he  was  good,  that  he 
did  not  need  to  become  another  and  a  new  man  because  he 
was  a  new  man  filread}',  they  expressed  it  b}^  saying,  "He 
was  not  bora  again y  because  he  was  bom  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
from  the  first,"  And  when  the  original  meaning  of  this 
expression  was  fbrgotten,  it  was  easily  misunderstood  and 
taken  literally  instead  of  metaphorically. 

Be3'ond  the  particulars  alread}'  mentioned  and  explained, 
the  ^-st  Evangelist  has  nothing  to  tell  us  of  the  descent  of 
Jesus.  The  story  of  his  birth  was  afterwards  embellished 
in  various  ways,  but  Matthew  is  still  very  short  and  simple. 

1  Matthew  i.  23.  <  John  iii.  3,  5,  6;  Titos  iii.  6. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


42  BIRTH   AND    YOUTH   OP  JOHN. 

He  only  tells  as  that  Joseph  saw  an  angel  in  a  dream,  and 
was  told  that  the  child  which  Mary  (to  whom  he  was  only 
betrothed  as  3'et)  hoped  soon  to  bear  was  miraculously  con- 
ceived, would  be  IsraeFs  redeemer,  and  must  be  called  Jesus, 
that  is  deliverer^  hringer  of  salvation.  The  scruples  which 
Joseph  had  previouslj^  felt  were  now  remored,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  the  divine  command  he  took  Mary  as  his  wife,  and 
soon  afterwards  called  her  first-bom  son  by  the  name  which 
the  angel  had  given  him. 

In  taking  our  leave  for  the  present  of  Matthew,  we  must 
not  fail  to  notice  that  though  these  stories  of  the  David  ic 
origin  of  Jesus  and  his  birth  of  the  virgin  Marj'  at  Bethlehem 
spring  from  the  religious  prejudices  of  the  early  Christians, 
yet  they  bear  witness  also  to  the  deep  impression  which  Jesus 
made  upon  them,  and  their  intense  and  unreserved  devotion 
to  him  personally.  Regarded  from  this  point  of  view,  the 
stories  still  retain  their  value  for  us,  though  we  cannot  help 
feeling  that  after  all  their  authors  never  really  understood 
the  Master. 

In  this  first  sketch  explanations,  arguments,  and  refuta- 
tions have  taken  the  place  of  regular  narrative,  but  all  that 
has  now  been  said  will  be  an  immense  help  to  us  in  future. 
We  have  been  breaking  a  pathway,  as  it  were,  through  brush- 
wood and  jungle,  and  when  we  meet  with  such  obstructions 
again  they  will  hardly  delay  our  progress  at  all.  Once  con- 
vinced that  our  knowledge  of  the  apostolic  age  throws  light 
upon  the  narratives  of  the  Gospels,  we  may  henceforth  ms^6 
free  use  of  the  key  we  have  discovered. 


Chapter  II. 

THE  BIRTH  AND  YOUTH  OF  JOHN. 

Luke  I.  5-26,  67-80. 

THE  Gospel  history  does  not  begin,  as  we  might  have 
expected,  with  its  great  hero,  Jesus.  But  to  prepare  us, 
as  it  were,  for  his  appearance,  it  associates  with  him  another 
prophet,  who  was  to  proclaim  his  coming,  as  a  herald  an- 
nounces the  approach  of  his  king.  There  is  some  reason 
in  this,  for  the  new  day  that  breaks  ui>on  the  religious  life  of 
tlie  world  when  the  sun  of  truth  rises  above  the  horizon,  la 
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Jeans,  was  indeed  heralded  by  its  morning  star.  On  the 
threshold  of  this  new  course  of  spiritual  development  we  see 
the  might}^  form  of  one  who  belonged  to  the  old  period  him- 
self and  stood  upon  the  soil  of  Israel's  religion,  but  who 
points  with  outstretched  hand  to  the  great  salvation  that  is 
drawing  near,  though  he  himself  has  not  as  yet  formed  any 
true  conception  of  its  nature  and  extent.  His  name  is  John. 
The  position  in  which  he  stands  towards  the  Messianic  king- 
dom reminds  us  of  the  fortunes  of  that  other  man  of  God, 
Moses,  who  led  the  children  of  Israel  towards  the  promised 
land,  brought  them  up  to  its  very  boundaries,  but  might  not 
set  his  own  foot  upon  its  soil ;  for  he  breathed  his  last  on 
Mount  Nebo,  so  near  to  the  goal  he  had  passionately  longed 
to  reach,  and  the  purpose  to  which  he  had  devoted  his  life. 

The  preaching  of  the  Apostles  themselves  ^  and  the  earliest 
Gospel  tradition^  appear  to  have  opened  with  the  work  of 
John.  We  need  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  when  the  Chris- 
tians of  a  later  time  endeavored  to  mount  up  to  the  origin 
of  their  religion,  and  prefaced  their  account  of  the  public  life 
of  Jesus  b}'  stories  about  his  birth  and  childhood,  Luke 
should  have  tried  to  go  to  the  very  root  of  the  whole  matter 
b3'  opening  his  work  with  a  similar  account  of  the  birth  of 
John.  After  what  has  been  said  alread}',  we  shall  see  that 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  case  this  story  must  be  a  legend 
of  later  origin,  but  it  is  none  the  less  interesting  on  that 
account.     Here  it  is :  — 

Under  the  reign  of  King  Herod  there  dwelt  in  the  moun- 
tain districts  of  southern  Palestine,  in  a  city  of  Judah  — 
Hebron  it  has  been  supposed  —  a  devout  and  virtuous  couple. 
Both  man  and  wife  were  of  noble  and  priestly  blood,  but 
that  did  not  make  them  proud  and  worldly  Sadducees  like 
the  magnates  of  Jerusalem.  On  the  contrary,  Zachariah  and 
Elizabeth,  for  so  they  were  called,  were  simple  people,  who 
preferred  to  keep  away  from  the  court  and  from  the  turmoil 
of  the  capital.  Not  only  were  thej'  strict  in  their  observance 
of  all  the  precepts  of  the  Law  and  the  tradition,  and  irre- 
proachable in  their  lives,  but  they  looked  forward  with  eager 
expectation  to  the  founding  of  the  Messianic  kingdom.  The 
rule  of  the  IdumsBan  Herod,  the  minion  of  the  Romans,  grew 
still  heavier  and  more  hateful  as  his  age  advanced,  and  made 
them,  together  with  so  many  pious  Israelites  besides,  long  all 
the  more  passionately  that  God  would  now  be  gracious  to  hia 

1  Acte  i.  22,  X.  37.  9  Hark  L  1-i. 
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people,  would  fulfil  the  promises  he  had  given  by  the  proph- 
ets, restore  the  throne  of  David,  and  enrich  Israel  with  all 
spiritual  and  temporal  blessings. 

In  their  domestic  life  they  felt  a  grievous  want,  for  they 
were  childless ;  and  since  they  had  both  reached  a  great  age 
they  could  hardly  hope  that  the  wish  of  their  hearts  would 
yet  be  fulfilled,  and  their  disgrace  removed.  For  among 
the  Jews  it  was  reckoned  a  disgrace  to  be  childless,  and 
these  people  knew  not  how  they  had  deserved  it.  And  so, 
old  as  they  were,  they  could  not  give  up  praying  that  this 
curse  might  be  removed ;  and  as  Zachariah  ofiered  his  con- 
stant prayers  for  the  deliverance  and  glory  of  Israel,  he  could 
not  help  adding  his  supplication  that,  as  in  ancient  da3's  to 
Sarah  and  Manoah's  wife  and  Hannah,  so  now  to  bis  Eliza- 
beth, God  would  give  a  son  after  long  and  almost  hopeless 
waiting. 

Now  the  priests  were  divided  into  four-and-twenty  classes 
or  families,  called  after  the  two  sons  of  Aaron,  Eleazer  and 
Ithamar,  and  each  class  in  turn  conducted  the  services  of  the 
temple  for  a  week.  About  twice  in  the  year,  therefore, 
when  the  time  came  round  for  the  eighth  cl-iss,  to  which  he 
belonged,  Zachariah  would  journey  to  Jerusalem  to  acquit 
himself  of  his  oflScial  duties.  It  was  the  custom  to  decide 
by  lot  which  member  of  the  class  on  duty  should  have  the 
privilege  of  burning  the  incense  on  the  golden  altar  in  the 
Holy  Place.  It  was  a  great  privilege,  for  it  brought  the  of- 
ferer as  near  to  the  face  of  the  Lord  as  it  was  ever  possible 
or  allowable  for  even  a  priest  to  go,  except,  indeed,  tiie  high 
priest  himself.  Once  on  a  time  the  lot  fell  to  Zachariah. 
He  laid  the  incense  and  the  aromatic  spices  reverently  in  the 
scale,  and  entered  the  sanctuar3\  When  he  came  to  the 
altar  of  incense,  he  poured  out  the  glowing  coals  which 
another  priest  had  carried  in  after  him,  and  then  strewed  the 
incense  over  them.  The  cloud  of  fragrance  rose  —  a  symbol 
of  the  prayers  of  the  saints  ^  —  and  filled  the  chamber.  But 
what  is  this?  Great  terror  has  laid  hold  of  Zachariah.  At 
the  right  of  the  altar,  the  place  of  propitious  omens,  by  the 
glimmer  of  the  lamps  upon  the  golden  candlestick,  he  dis- 
cerns through  the  thick  clouds  of  vapor  a  heavenly  form. 
It  was  an  angel  of  the  Lord  that  stood  before  him !  But  he 
must  overcome  the  fear  that  possessed  him ;  for  it  was  a 
messenger  of  goou,  who  came  to  promise  him  that  God  would 
grant  his  prayer.  He  should  have  a  son,  and  was  to  call  him 
1  Ke^eUtion  ▼.  8. 
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John  (Johanan),  that  is,  God  is  propitious.  His  birth  would 
give  gi-eat  joy  to  many,  to  his  parents  first  of  all ;  he  would 
be  a  great  religious  hero,  a  Nazarite  all  his  life  long,  and  a 
prophot  like  Elijah  of  old.  He  would  prepare  for  the  Mes- 
sianic kingdom  by  restoring  piety  and  virtue  to  honor  in 
Israel.  Zachariah  could  hardly  believe  the  message.  He 
and  his  wife  were  now  so  old !  Then  the  angel  made  him- 
self known  as  Gabriel,  one  of  the  seven  spirits  of  the  throne, 
or  angel-princes,  and  punished  Zachariah  for  his  want  of 
faith  by  making  him  dumb.  He  was  not  to  recover  speech 
until  the  promise  was  fulfilled. 

Meanwhile  the  people  were  standing  in  the  fore-courts  and 
muttering  their  prayers,  as  they  waited  for  Zachariah  to  re- 
turn from  the  sanctuary  and  give  them  the  priestly  blessing. 
What  could  have  happened  to  him  that  be  stayed  so  long  ? 
At  last  he  came  out,  l)ut,  though  he  stretched  out  his  arms 
and  motioned  with  his  hand,  he  could  not  utter  a  sound. 
Then  they  understood  that  he  had  seen  a  vision. 

AVTien  his  week  of  duty  was  over,  he  returned  at  once  to 
his  dwelling-place.  What  joy  to  Elizabeth  that  the  shame  of 
h-er  childlessness  would  be  removed !  But  for  a  long  time 
she  kept  the  secret  that  she  hoped  to  be  a  mother  carefully 
tci  herself;  and  when  in  the  course  of  time  she  actually 
give  birth  to  a  male  infant,  her  fellow  townspeople  and  rela- 
tives rejoiced  with  all  their  hearts  in  the  blessing  that  God 
hiid  given  her.  Eight  days  after  the  child's  birth,  the}'  all 
csime  up  to  the  ceremony  of  circumcision  and  naming. 
They  wanted  the  child  to  be  called  Zachariah,  after  his  father, 
but  Elizabeth  herself  said  it  must  be  John.  As  no  one  in 
the  family  had  ever  had  this  name,  they  referred  to  the 
father,  who  was  still  speechless,  for  his  decision.  He  took 
the  writing  tool,  and  scratched  on  a  wax  tablet,  ''  His  name 
is  John."  As  soon  as  he  had  thus  fulfilled  what  Gabriel  had 
enjoined,  his  powers  of  speech  were  given  him  again,  and  to 
the  amazement  of  all  present  he  poured  out  his  heart  in  a 
lofty  song  of  praise  to  God.  This  wondrous  child  was  a 
pledge  to  him  that  God's  great  promise,  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah,  would  soon  be  fulfilled ;  and  in  his  sacred  joy  the 
happy  father  felt  as  though  the  deliverance  of  Israel  from 
the  hated  yoke  of  the  tyrant  and  shameful  dependence  upon 
heathen  Rome  were  already  accomplished,  and  the  illustrious 
8<m  of  David  were  already  come.  All  that  the  prophets  had 
predioted  would  now  come  to  pass ;  the  covenant  that  the 
Lord  had  made  with  the  generations  of  old,  and"  his  oath  tQ 
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Abraham,  woald  be  oonfirmed,  and  his  people  would  worsliip 
him  unmolested,  in  freedom  and  in  might.  Well  might  Zach- 
ariah  utter  the  rapturous  prophecy,  that  his  new-born  son 
would  prepare  the  great  deliverance  of  God's  mercy,  and  be 
a  prophet  in  Israel ! 

Of  course  these  strange  events  produced  a  deep  impres- 
sion. The  tale  was  passed  from  mouth  to  mouth  through  the 
whole  country  round,  and  everyone  questioned  and  wondered 
what  the  boy  would  turn  out  to  be.  Evidently  he  was  no 
ordinary  child. 

Nor  4id  he  grow  up  as  ordinary  children  do.  For  while 
his  body  and  soul  developed  freely,  he  spent  the  years  of 
childhood  and  youth  far  from  the  tumult  and  uucleanness  of 
the  world,  in  the  wilderness  hard  by  his  native  place,  till  the 
moment  came  for  him  to  appear  in  Israel  as  a  prophet. 

This  stor}'  bears  every  mark  of  being  a  pure  invention. 
It  carries  us  right  to  the  centre  of  the  religious  ideas  and 
conceptions  of  the  Jews,  and  with  them  it  stands  or  falls. 
If  we  cannot  accept  these  beliefs,  we  cannot  for  a  moment 
regard  the  narrative  as  trustworthy.  Only  consider!  An 
angel  comes  upon  the  scene  ,*  but  is  it  not  remarkable  that 
his  name  is  as  good  Hebrew  as  though  he  were  a  Jew? 
Might  we  not  just  as  well  suppose  the  inhabitants  of  heaven 
to  speak  Greek  or  English  as  Hebrew?  The  angel  makes 
himself  known  as  Gabriel,  ''who  stands  before  God;"  but 
this  idea  that  there  were  different  ranks  of  angels,  and  that 
the  seven  highest  chiefs,  Gabriel,  Michael,  ^phael,  Uriel, 
and  the  rest,  surrounded  God's  throne  as  his  first  ministers 
of  state,  is  of  course  a  mere  figment  of  the  imagination.  It 
is  not  even  an  originally  Jewish  belief,  for  though  the  Jews 
themselves  had  long  thought  of  God  as  though  he  were  an 
Eastern  monarch,  and  had  imagined  heaven,  his  abode  and 
that  of  the  angels,  to  be  arranged  Hke  a  royal  court,  yet 
the  details  of  their  angelology  were  for  the  most  part  bor- 
rowed from  the  Persians.  Then,  again,  nothing  could  be 
more  pardonable  than  the  doubts  entertained  by  Zachariah, 
for  he  did  not  even  know  with  what  an  exalted  being  he  was 
conversing.  Abraham  and  Sarah  had  laughed  on  hearing  a 
similar  announcement  from  the  lips  of  God  himself,  and  had 
escaped  with  a  simple  reprimand ;  but  later  Jewish  supersti- 
tion would  not  tolerate  a  moment's  questioning  of  any  thing 
that  was  held  to  be,  or  claimed  to  be,  a  supernatural  revela- 
tion, and  this  is  why  the  priest  has  such  a  heavy  punishment 
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to  bear.  And  again,  in  Zachariah's  song  of  praise  we  find 
the  son  of  David,  the  mighty  king,  the  deUverance  from 
heathen  oppression,  in  a  word,  the  Jewish  Messianic  expec- 
tation which  was  never  fulfilled ;  but  in  the  story  the  song 
represents  the  pure  and  perfect  truth,  for  the  happy  father 
"  prophesies,  being  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit."  But  enough. 
From  what  we  have  noticed  alread} ,  especially  from  this  last 
point,  we  may  reach  a  conclusion  which  the  scenes  that  fol- 
low will  confiim ;  namely,  that  the  first  two  chapters  of  Luke, 
which  record  the  birth  of  John  and  Jesus  and  stand  quite 
alone,  are  taken  from  Jewish-Christian  sources,  though  per- 
haps partly  recast  by  the  Evangelist  to  suit  his  purpose.  Such 
an  origin  is  indicated  by  their  very  st^ie  and  language,  which 
show  a  far  stronger  Hebrew  coloring  than  characterizes  the 
rest  of  the  Gospel. 

What  is  the  origin  of  our  story?  It  was  natural  enough 
that  in  the  case  of  an  onl}'  child,  especially  if  its  parents  had 
long  hoped  and  waited  in  vain  for  such  a  blessing,  the  Jew« 
should  have  thought  ^^  the  child  has  surely  some  great  destiny 
marked  out  for  him  by  God."  But  then  the  process  was  re 
versed  bj*  the  legends,  and  because  a  man  turned  out  to  be 
remarkable,  it  was  said  '•  he  must  have  been  the  only  child 
of  a  couple  who  had  remained  childless  for  years,"  —  a  bitter 
trial  to  the  Israelite,  and  one  which  he  regarded  as  a  sign  of 
God's  displeasure.  In  the  same  vein,  the  apocrj-phal  "Gos- 
pel of  James,"  towards  the  end  of  the  second  century,  tells  us 
of  the  birth  of  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus.  Her  parents, 
Joachim  and  Anna,  deeply  grieved  and  bitterly  reviled 
because  of  the  sterility  of  their  wedlock,  each  receives  an 
angelic  vision,  with  a  promise  that  the  curse  shall  be  re- 
moved ;  and,  in  course  of  time,  Marj'  comes  into  the  world. 
In  the  case  of  Zachariah  and  Elizabeth,  the  wonder  is  still 
further  heightened  b}'  our  being  informed  that  they  were 
aged  people,  quite  stricken  in  years.  But,  if  we  can  hardly 
believe  that  people  of  such  an  age  could  have  the  quiet  of 
their  home  so  happily  disturbed  %  the  birth  of  a  child,  we 
have  no  difficulty,  on  the  other  hand,  in  explaining  why 
such  a  fiction  should  have  been  produced.  Not  only  the 
fetes  of  the  Christ,  but  those  of  his  predecessor  —  and  such 
was  John  held  to  be  —  were  supposed  to  be  indicated  in  the 
Old  Testament ;  and  this  story  is  manifestly  copied  from  the 
account  of  Abraham  and  Sarah,  Manoah  and  his  wife,  and 
Elkanah  and  Hannah.  From  the  first  of  these  stories  the 
legend  boiTowed  the  great  age  of  the   father  and  mother. 
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and  the  father's  slowness  to  believe  the  promise.*  The  life- 
long dedication  as  a  Nazarite  and  the  lofty  destination  of  the 
promised  son  are  taken  from  the  story  of  the  birth  of  Sam- 
son,^ while  Hannah's  first-born  son  is  also  described  as  a 
Nazarite  and  a  great  prophet.*  Finally,  a  precedent  for  the 
appearance  of  Gabriel  and  the  dumbness  of  Zachariah  might 
also  be  found  in  Scripture  ;  for  in  the  Book  of  Daniel  the  same 
archangel  appears  and  is  mentioned  by  name,*  and  Daniel 
himself  is  on  another  occasion  visited,  at  least  for  a  time, 
with  dumbness.* 

This  is  certainly  the  way  in  which  the  story  rose.  But 
if  we  reflect  for  a  moment  we  shall  readily  admit  that  the 
feeling  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  it  is  not  altogether  false. 
Such  a  use  as  is  here  made  of  the  Old  Testament  is  doubtless 
unwarrantable  and  due  to  mistaken  conceptions;  but  the 
fundamental  idea  from  which  it  starts  is  perfectl}'  true,  in 
spite  of  all  the  gross  exaggerations  which  have  deformed  it. 
This  fundamental  idea  is  the  belief  that  a  single  thread  of 
development  runs  through  the  history  of  Israel's  religion 
and  the  origin  of  Christianity,  through  the  Old  and  the 
New  Covenant ;  that  a  close  connection  of  origin  and  pur- 
pose must  be  recognized  between  the  elect  of  former  times 
and  God's  new  messengers,  John  and  Jesus,  and  that  in  the 
persons  and  the  circumstances  of  these  two  the  echo  of  a 
hoary  antiquit}^  may  be  often  caught.  There  is  a  more  or 
less  marked  coincidence  between  the  ancient  and  the  modern 
prophets  in  their  sense  of  God's  summons  to  them,  in  their 
work  and  their  hope,  in  their  struggles,  their  disappointments, 
and  the  opposition  they  had  to  encounter.  As  we  go  on,  we 
shall  often  see  how  Jesus  himself  clung  to  this  thought,  and 
found  in  the  history  of  the  ancient  heroes  of  faith  a  fore- 
shadowing of  the  reception  he  would  meet  and  the  fate  in 
store  for  him.  And  even  in  this  story  of  John's  miraculous 
birth  there  is  a  certain  fitness.  The  character,  the  actions, 
and  the  nature  of  commonplace  men  are  easily  enough  ex- 
plained by  ordinary  causes,  such  as  parentage,  position,  and 
dicumstances,  and  it  seems  unnecessary  to  take  any  special 
or  original  factor  into  account;  but  wherever  there  is  true 
genius  or  true  nobility  and  exaltation  of  character,  —  even 
without  celebrity,  for  celebrated  men  are  not  always  great, 
nor  great  men  celebrated,  —  then  it  seems  to  us  as  if  the  spirit 

1  G«n.  xyii.  17,  xviii.  13.  ^  Judges  xiii. 

<  1  Samuel  i.  11,  ii.  26,  iii.  19-21.  <  Daniel  viii.  16,  Ix.  21. 

•  Daniel  x.  15. 
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of  power,  of  holiness,  and  of  love  that  dwells  in  man,  in  a 
woi*d,  it  seems  as  if  God  himself  were  working  in  some  spe- 
cial way. 

There  is  one  more  point  in  the  story  which  calls  for  special 
notice,  sinco  it  possesses  a  peculiar  interest  in  connection 
with  the  rest  of  the  Gospel  history.  When  Gabriel  promises 
Zachariah  that  his  son  will  make  ready  for  the  fulfilment 
of  the  Messianic  promise,  he  uses  the  words,  ^^  He  shall  go 
out  before  God,  the  Lord,  in  the  spirit  and  |K)wer  of  Elijah/' 
In  itself,  this  expression  would  strike  us  simply  as  a  com- 
parison between  John  and  the  most  renowned  of  the  prophets 
made  as  a  testimony  in  John's  honor.  But  even  in  the  more 
ancient  passages  of  the  Gospels  £lijah  is  constantly  mentioned, 
and  John  identified  with  him.  Nay,  Jesus  himself  expressly 
testifies  of  John,  ''  He  is  the  Elijah  who  was  to  come."  ^ 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?  Malachi  had  promised  that, 
before  the  fearful  judgment  which  would  inaugurate  the  Mes- 
sianic age,  Yabweh  '^  would  send  his  messenger  to  prepare 
the  way  before  him,"  that  is,  to  remove  every  thing  that  of- 
fended him,  —  the  want  of  reverence  and  mercy,  and  all  the 
other  sins  of  the  Israelites.^  This  messenger  was  to  be  ^^  the 
prophet  Elijah,  who  would  put  an  end  to  domestic  feuds."  * 
Now  Gabriel  directly  quotes  this  prophecy  as  about  to  be 
fhlfilled  in  the  spn  of  Elizabeth's  old  age.  But  the  quotation 
seems  inappropriate  and  arbitrary ;  for  John  was  not  Elijah, 
and  the  archangel,  perceiving  this,  gave  a  fresh  turn  to  the 
words,  and  said  "  a  prophet  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  Elijah." 
But  the  passage  in  Malachi  distinctly  announced  the  coming 
of  Elijah  himself,  and  the  Jews  accordingly  looked  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  ancient  prophet  in  person.  It  seems  that  they 
appealed  in  confirmation  to  the  words  put  into  the  mouth  of 
Moses  :  ^^  Yahweh  shall  raise  up  a  prophet  in  your  midst,  like 
unto  me."  *  No  one  had  come  after  Moses  who  stood  so  high 
in  the  people's  estimation  as  Elijah.  The  deep  impression  he 
had  left  behind  him  and  the  colossal  proportions  assumed  bj' 
his  figure  in  tradition  are  attested  b}^  the  legends  that  were 
circulated  about  him.*  No  other  hero  lived  on  in  the  thoughts 
and  imagination  of  the  people  as  he  did ;  *  the  Rabbis  circu- 
lated a  host  of  stories  about  him ; .  and  to  this  ver}  day  a  chair 
is  left  empty  for  him  when  the  Jews  circumcise  their  chil- 

1  Matthew  xi.  14.  s  Malachi  iii.  1.        •  Malachi  iv.  6,  6. 

^  Deuteronomy  xviii.  16-18.  *  1  Kings  xvii.  f7.,  and  vol.  iii.  ch.  xiL 
*  Luke  IT.  85,  96;  James  r.  17,  18;  above  all,  Jesus  Sirach  xlviii.  1-12. 
VOL.  III.  3 
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dren !  But  the  Old  Testament  itself  gave  ground  enougb 
for  regarding  Elijah  as  ''  the  prophet  like  unto  Moses,  whom 
Yahweh  should  raise  up."  lie  had  every  right  to  be  regarded 
as  the  representative  of  the  prophetic  order.  Nay,  had  he 
not,  like  the  great  law-giver,  seen  and  spoken  to  Yahweh  on 
Mount  Iloreb  ?  *  And  this  is  why  the  names  of  Moses  and 
Elijah  are  constantlj'  associated  in  the  New  Testament,  and 
the  two  rej ^resented  as  on  an  equality  with  each  other. '^  More- 
over, there  was  a  special  reason  for  regarding  it  as  possible 
that  Elijah  might  return  to  Israel,  for  according  to  the  legend 
he  had  not  died,  but  had  been  taken  up  alive  to  heaven.  It 
was  but  natural  to  suppose  that  his  abode  in  the  dwelling- 
place  of  God  and  the  angels  was  but  for  a  time  ;  that  he  was 
taken  there  provisionally,  to  manifest  himself  again  at  the 
appointed  time  and  to  fulfil  his  mission.  His  task  would 
tlien  be  to  avert  the  divine  wrath  ere  it  was  yet  too  late,  by 
the  power  of  his  preaching  to  Israel ;  to  restore  domestic 
peace  to  the  bosom  of  his  people ;  to  collect  the  oppressed 
and  scattered  tribes,  and  t^estore  them  to  their  former  pros- 
perity. Blessed  was  he  who  should  live  to  see  the  day !  And 
oven  now  the  belief  still  lives  among  the  Jews  that  Elijah 
will  revisit  Israel  three  days  before  the  Messiah. 

The  contemporaries  of  Jesus,  then,  were  convinced  that 
F^lijah  would  come  to  restore  all  things  in  Israel  to  their 
proper  state,'  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  establishment  of 
the  Messianic  kingdom.  Such  was  the  teaching  of  the 
Scribes,*  and  such  the  expectation  of  the  people.*  But  John 
was  not  Elijah,  and  knowing,  as  he  must  have  done,  that  he 
was  not  the  ancient  prc^^het  come  to  earth  again,  he  never 
professed  that  he  was.*  What  was  it,  then,  that  made  the 
Jewish-Christian  who  sketched  this  scene  call  John  an  Elijah. 
and,  by  speaking  of  "  a  prophet  in  the  spirit  and  power  of 
Elijah,"  give  such  a  dexterous  turn  to  the  prophecj'  of  Malachi 
and  the  expectations  of  the  Israelites  as  to  make  them  appli- 
cable to  John?  How  could  the  second  Evangelist  begin  his 
work  b}'  quoting  this  prophetic  passage  as  though  it  were 
ftilfilled  in  John?^  And  what  right  had  Jesus  himself  to 
say  in  the  hearing  of  the  people  :  '*  If  you  will  receive  it,  ho 

1  1  Rings  xix.  8-18. 

s  Matthew  xvii.  3  (Mark  ix.  4;  Luke  ix.  30);  Revelation  xi.  3  ff.  CompAn 
Revelation  xi.  6  with  1  Kings  xvii.  1,  and  Exodus  vii.  19 

»  Matthew  xvii.  11  (Mark  ix.  12).  *  Matthew  xvii.  10;  Mark  ix,  U. 

6  Matthew  xvi   14  (Mark  viii.  28;  Luke  ix.  19). 
'  Oomoare  John  i.  21.  ?  Mark  i.  S. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BIRTH   OK   JESUS.  51 

is  the  Elijah  that  sho  ild  come,"  *  and  afterwards  to  repeat 
and  elaborate  this  explanation  to  bis  disciples?^ 

It  was  because  John  had  been  courageous  enough  not  to 
wait  an}'  longer  for  a  prophet  who  had  been  dead  a  thousand 
years  to  come  to  earth  again,  but  had  said,  "  /will  do  it! " 
and  had  seized  the  work  from  Elijah's  hand.  lie  could  not 
sit  still  and  wait.  The  Messianic  kingdom  mtist  come  now. 
It  might  seem  a  piece  of  presumptuous  audacity,  a  desperate 
act  of  violence,  but  he  was  determined  himself  to  hasten  the 
founding  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  and  thus  he  tacitly  stepped 
into  Elijah's  place. 

Well  might  Gabriel  sa}'  to  the  priest,  "  Your  son  shall  be 
great  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord ; "  well  might  the  Evangelist 
describe  his  growth  in  the  words,  "  The  child  grew,  and 
waxed  strong  in  spirit." 

We  can  understand  the  testimony  of  Jesus  :  "  Verily  I  say 
unto  3*ou,  among  them  that  are  bom  of  women  there  ?iath 
not  risen  a  greater  than  John  the  fiaptist."  * 


Chafteb  m. 

THE    BIRTH    OF   JESUf* 

Luke  I.  26-66;  H.  1-20. 

NEARLY  half  a  year  had  passed,  saj's  Luke,  since  Zacha- 
riah's  vision  in  the  temple,  when  God  summoned  his 
faithful  Gabriel  once  more,  and  gave  him  a  message  of 
supreme  and  joyous  impoit.  Obedient  to  his  command, 
Gabriel  descended  from  heaven  and  alighted  in  the  Gali- 
laean  city  of  Nazareth.  In  this  place  dwelt  a  certain  Joseph, 
who  was  on  the  point  of  being  married  to  a  maiden  of  the 
same  place,  whose  name  was  Mar}-.  The  message  of  the 
angel  was  to  her.  He  entered  the  chamber  where  she  sat. 
**  All  hail,  thou  favored  one  of  heaven !  The  Loi-d  is  with 
thee!"  he  exclaimed.  Mary  was  troubled  and  perplexed, 
not  knowing  what  this  solemn  greeting  meant.  But  Gabriel 
quieted  her  fears,  and  announced  to  her  the  biith  of  a  son, 
whom  she  was  to  call  Jesus,     He  would  ascend  the  throne  of 

1  Matthew  xi.  14;  compare  verse  10. 

a  Matthew  xrii.  11-13  (Mark  ix  12,  13).  ^  Matthew  xi.  11 
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Ihe  Messiah,  and  bold  sway  over  Israel  for  ever.  Mary 
i*eplied  in  amazement  that  she  was  not  married  yet,  but  the 
angel  set  the  difflcuhy  aside  by  an  appeal  to  God's  omnipo- 
tence. Her  child  would  be,  in  the  most  literal  sense  of  the 
word,  a  son  of  the  Most  High.  To  confirm  her  faith  he 
announced  to  her  that  her  cousin  Elizabeth  hoped  to  become 
a  mother  in  her  old  age ;  and  when  Mary  in  humility  and 
gratitude  had  received  the  promise  vouchsafed  to  her,  the 
angel  rose  up  again  on  high. 

Following  out  the  suggestion  sent  to  her  from  God,  Mary 
lost  no  time  in  paying  a  visit  to  Elizabeth.  It  was  a  distant 
journey  to  the  mountains  of  Judah  in  the  south,  but  she 
longed  to  visit  and  speak  to  her  aged  relative,  who  was  in  so 
much  the  same  position  as  herself.  She  had  no  cause  to 
repent  of  her  resolution  ;  for  she  had  no  sooner  crossed  the 
threshold  of  Zachariah's  house  and  offered  her  greeting  to 
Elizabeth,  than  the  latter,  enlightened  at  the  very  moment 
by  God,  welcomed  her  as  blessed  among  women,  as  the 
mother  of  her  Lord,  and  was  so  filled  with  sacred  enthusiasm 
and  religious  awe  that  the  joyous  exaltation  came  on  Mary 
too,  and  she  gave  vent  to  her  ecstasy  in  a  song  of  thanks- 
gitring  to  God  for  the  goodness  he  had  shown  to  her,  and 
atove  all  for  the  deliverance  of  Israel  from  the  heathen  3'oke 
and  the  fulfilment  of  His  promises  to  the  fathers.  We  can 
well  understand  that  Mar}*  prolonged  her  stay  with  her  cousin 
to  its  utmost  possible  extent;  slie  remained  in  Elizabeth's 
house  three  months,  but  was  then  obliged  to  leave  her  and  go 
back  to  Nazareth. 

It  was  not  at  Nazareth,  however,  in  the  house  of  her 
l)etrothed,  that  she  gave  birth  to  the  child.  God  had  or- 
dained it  otherwise.  About  this  time,  when  the  pro-consul 
I'ublius  Sulpicius  Quirinus  was  governor  of  Syria,  a  royal 
decree  was  issued  at  Rome,  to  the  eflfect  that  a  census  or 
rating  should  be  made  of  all  the  world  ;  that  is  to  say,  of  the 
whole  Roman  empire.  It  was  called  a  registration  in  those 
da3'S,  and  consisted  in  drawing  up  lists  for  taxation,  in  which 
ever}'  one's  name,  means  of  subsistence,  and  property  were 
entered.  In  the  kingdom  of  Herod,  as  elsewhere,  this  cen- 
sus must  be  made  ;  but  in  this  district  a  ver}*  peculiar  mode 
of  carrying  it  out  was  adopted.  Each  citizen  was  to  go  and 
be  entered  at  the  place  whence  his  family  was  originally 
derived,  and  where  the  family  roll  was  kept.  As  a  descend- 
ant of  David,  therefoi-e,  Joseph  had  to  go  to  Bethlehem, 
David's  native  city.      Mar}-  might  have  stayed  at  Nazai'etb 
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had  she  chosen  to  do  so,  and  Joseph  might  have  had  her 
registered  as  his  betrothed ;  but,  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  so 
long  a  journey  must  have  offered  her,  she  accompanied  him 
to  Bethlehem.  This  a^^nsiderably  lengthened  the  time  they 
spent  on  the  way,  which  under  ordinary  circumstances  would 
have  been  three  days.  At  last  they  reached  the  place  of 
their  destination,  not  without  much  care  and  anxiety. 

They  were  very  unfortunate  when  ttiey  got  there,  hoirever. 
If  they  had  hoped  to  find  a  comfortable  resting-place  they 
were  disappointed.  The  same  cause  that  had  brought  them 
to  Bethlehem  had  also  brought  a  host  of  others,  who  had 
arrived  before  them,  and  had  taken  up  all  the  available 
accommodation.  In  the  caravansary,  a  great  building  open 
to  travellers,  in  which  they  and  their  beasts  of  burden  could 
generally  spend  the  night  for  nothing,  there  was  no  more 
room.  What  was  to  be  done?  They  were  at  their  wits* 
end ;  for  they  had  no  acquaintances  upon  whose  hospitality 
they  could  reckon,  and  they  were  too  poor  to  hire  a  lodging, 
even  if  everj'  house  had  not  been  more  than  full  already.  80 
at  last  they  were  compelled  to  go  into  the  stable  of  the  inn, 
and  make  the  best  of  such  accommodation  as  it  offered. 

It  was  high  time  they  did  so,  for  that  ver}-  night,  when  all 
around  were  sunk  in  sleep,  and  Joseph  and  Mary  were  quite 
alone,  she  brought  a  baby-boy  into  the  world.  The  young 
mother  herself  did  all  that  was  needed  for  her  first-born  child, 
gently  and  carefully  wrapped  him  in  swaddling  clothes,  and 
laid  him  down  in  the  manger  that  was  meant  to  hold  the  cut- 
tle's food ! 

There  lay  the  helpless  little  thing !  The  world  gave  no 
heed  to  his  firat  t;ry,  and  no  one  knew  tliat  a  man  was  born. 
But  a  heart  that  overflowed  with  a  mother's  pride  offered  up 
its  homage  to  the  God  of  mercy,  and  Joseph  knelt  b}'  the 
manger  and  thanked  the  Lord  from  the  depths  of  his  soul 
that  He  had  been  with  them  in  their  need. 

That  same  night,  perhaps  an  hour  or  two  later,  they  re- 
ceived an  unexpected  visit ;  but  so  far  from  disturbing  them 
it  was  an  unspeakably  jo3iul  surpiise.  Certain  men,  whom 
their  humble  attire  seemed  to  mark  as  shepherds,  respect- 
fully and  cautiously  asked  to  be  admitted.  Their  faces  glowed 
with  sacred  enthusiasm ;  their  ej'es  were  lighted  up  with 
eager  expectation.  What  could  have  happened  to  them? 
As  soon  as  they  entered  they  began  to  look  about,  and  asked 
for  the  new-born  babe.  How  did  they  know  SLuy  thing  of 
him?    Let  them  tell  their  own  story. 
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At  the  moment  of  the  baby's  birth,  they  were  keeping 
watch  over  their  flocks  by  night  in  the  open  countrj-  round 
Bethlehem.  As  they  were  sitting  and  l3ing  about,  talking  to 
one  another,  or  occupied  with  their  own  thoughts,  a  wonder 
came  to  pass  which  at  first  filled  them  with  deadly  tensor. 
The  darkness  was  suddenly  dispelled  by  an  unearthly  glory, 
as  the  light  that  shines  round  the  throne  of  God  fiooded  all 
the  scene.  An  angel  stood  before  them,  and  quieted  their 
fears.  He  brought  good  news  for  Israel.  The  Messiah  was 
bom  that  very  night  at  Bethlehem.  They  would  easily  find 
him, — a  new-born  child  laid  in  a  manger.  The  shepherds 
had  scarcely  heard  the  news,  and  had  not  yet  recovered  from 
their  amazement,  when  the  heavenly  music  of  angel  choirs 
swept  through  the  air  in  sweeter  tones  than  earth  had  ever 
heard :  — 

Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 

and  peace  on  earth ! 

His  will  U  good  toward  man.  .  . .. 

The  ineffably  sweet  and  glorious  vision  was  gone,  and  aU 
was  still  again.  The  shepherds  were  left  gazing  at  one  an- 
other ;  but  in  another  moment  they  were  hurrnng  to  Bethle* 
hem  to  assure  themselves  of  the  truth  of  this  great  news. 
And  there  they  found  the  humble  scene,  just  as  it  had  been 
described  to  them!  They  told  their  tale  to  all  who  would 
hear  it,  and  made  known  everywhere  what  God  had  an- 
nounced to  them  about  this  baby.  The  wondrous  story 
waked  amazement  far  and  near,  and  if  man}^  of  those  who 
heard  it  soon  forgot  it  again,  it  was  not  so  with  Mary.  Not 
a  word  was  lost  by  her ;  and  not  onty  as  the  shepherds,  ren- 
dering high  praise  to  God,  were  returning- to  their  w^ork,  but 
ofben  and  often  in  alter  years,  she  pondered  in  quiet  rapture 
over  that  vision  and  that  song. 

Such  is  the  well-known  story  of  the  birth  of  Jesus,  one 
of  the  sweetest  and  most  deeply  significant  of  all  the  legends 
m  the  Bible.  That  it  is  a  legend,  without  even  the  smallest 
historical  foundation,  we  must,  of  course,  admit;  or  if  we 
have  any  doubt  on  the  subject,  a  moment's  consideration 
will  remove  it. 

All  that  was  said  of  the  appearance  of  Gabriel  to  Zachariah  * 

is  equally  applicable  to  the  present  case.     Indeed,  the  dilfl- 

culties  here  are  still  greater.     For  not  only  in  Mary's  song, 

which  is  imitated  from  Hannah's,^  does  the  Jewish  Messianic 

1  See  pp.  46,  47.  >  1  Samuel  iii.  1-10,  and  vol.  i.  p.  436. 
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expectation  reappear,  but  also  in  the  woixls  of  the  angel  him- 
self, who  foretells  to  M.vy  that  her  son  shall  sit  upon  the  throne 
of  Dayid  his  ancestor,  and  rule  over  Israel.  Now  of  course, 
if  a  messenger  from  heaven  had  really  come  to  bring  a  divine 
revelation  to  Mar>',  the  result  must  have  confirmed  his  pre- 
dictions ;  and  since  Jesus  never  fulfilled  these  expectations  it 
is  obvious  that  the  revelation  was  never  made.  Both  the 
promise  and  the  song  of  praise  owe  their  origin  to  the  obsti- 
nate belief  of  the  Jewish-Christians,  retained  even  after  the 
death  of  Jesus,  that  he  would  come  again  from  heaven,  would 
expel  the  Romans,  establish  an  earthly  kingdom,  and,  in 
short,  realize  their  dreams  of  national  triumph.^ 

We  must  add  that  the  representation  given  by  Matthew  is 
irreconcilable  with  that  of  Luke.  The  message  of  Gabriel 
to  Mar}',  her  visit  to  Elizabeth,  and  the  jojous  congratula- 
tions of  the  latter  would  have  dispensed  with  the  necessit}'  of 
an  angel's  appearing  to  Joseph  in  a  dream  to  remove  his 
scruples  as  to  consummating  his  marriage.  This  joume}*  to 
the  mountains  of  Judah,  then,  can  find  no  place  in  the  Gos- 
pel of  Matthew,  nor  indeed  can  it  lie  fitted  into  the  historical 
framework  of  the  life  of  Jesus ;  for  when  he  and  John  after- 
wards met,  as  men,  they  were  entire  strangers  to  each  other, 
and  this  could  not  have  been  the  case  if  their  mothers  had 
been  near  relatives,  and  had  been  so  well  acquainted  from  the 
ver)'  first  with  the  future  of  their  sons  and  the  position  in 
which  the}'  would  stand  to  each  other.  But  above  all  we 
must  note,  that  according  to  the  first  Gospel  Joseph  and 
Mary  lived  at  Bethlehem,  according  to  the  third  at  Nazareth. 
From  the  belief  which  the}*  both  accepted  as  an  article  of 
faith  that  the  Christ  must  be  bom  at  Bethlehem,  Matthew 
simply  concluded  that  Joseph  and  Marj-  lived  there  ;  whereas 
Luke  (or  his  authority)  was  too  well  aware  of  the  uniformity 
of  the  tradition  that  they  had  always  lived  at  Nazareth  to  ac- 
cept this  explanation,  and  therefore  hit  upon  another,  after 
much  reflection.  He  brings  them  up  to  the  city  of  David  on 
a  very  special  occasion  and  for  a  very  short  period.  Hardly 
have  the}'  got  there  when  Jesus  is  born,^  and  within  six  weeks 
they  are  on  their  way  home  again.* 

This  special  occasion  was  the  census.*  But  here  again  we 
are  met  by  overwhelming  difiSeulties.  In  itself,  the  Evange- 
list's account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  census  was  carried 
out  is  entirely  incredible.    Only  fancy  the  indescribable  conVu- 

i  Acts  i.  6,  and  elsewhere.  *  Luke  ii.  0. 

«Liikeiid9.  ^Lukeii.  1-^ 
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sion  that  would  have  arisen  if  every  one^  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land  of  the  Jews,  had  left  his  abode  to  go 
and  enrol  himself  in  the  city  or  village  from  which  his  family 
originally  came,  even  supposing  that  he  knew  where  it  was. 
The  census  under  David  was  conducted  after  a  very  different 
fashion.^  But  it  is  still  more  important  to  note  that  the  Evan- 
gelist falls  into  the  most  extraordinary'  mistakes  throughout. 
In  the  first  place  history  is  silent  as  to  a  census  of  the  whole 
(Roman)  world  ever  having  been  made  at  all.  In  the  next 
place,  though  Quirinus  certainly  did  make  such  a  register  in 
Judsea  and  Samaria,  it  did  not  extend  to  Galilee;  so  that 
Joseph's  household  was  not  affected  by  it.  Besides  it  did 
not  take  place  till  ten  years  after  the  death  of  Herod,  when 
his  son  Archelaus  was  deposed  by  the  Emperor,  and  the  dis 
tricts  of  Judsea  and  Samaria  were  thrown  into  a  Roman  prov- 
ince. Under  the  reign  of  Herod  nothing  of  the  kind  took 
place,  nor  was  there  any  occasion  for  it.  Finally,  at  the 
time  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  the  governor  of  S.yria  was  not  Qui- 
rinus, but  Quintus  Sentins  Saturninus.  You  will  easily  see 
that,  if  the  occasion  of  the  journey  of  Joseph  and  Mary  to 
Bethlehem  rests  upon  a  tissue  of  confusions  and  mistakes, 
the  whole  story  falls  to  the  ground. 

One  more  remark,  which  would  be  enough  in  itself  to 
justify  us  in  absolutely  rejecting  the  whole  account  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus.  Everj'  other  passage  of  the  New  Testament 
which  bears  upon  the  question,  the  sequel  of  the  life  of  Jesus, 
the  whole  contents  of  the  Gospels,  in  a  word,  all  accessible 
sources  of  information  without  exception,  are  in  direct  con- 
tradiction with  it.  We  have  ah-eady  seen  that  Nazareth  is 
called  the  birthplace  of  Jesus,  both  by  himself  and  every 
one  else,  and  that  two  distinct  pedigrees  were  drawn  up  on  the 
supposition  that  Joseph  was  his  father.*  So,  too,  in  the  stories 
of  the  presentation  in  the  temple '  and  of  the  child  Jesus  at 
Jerusalem,^  Joseph  is  called  his  father.  Jesus  is  repeatedly 
described  as  the  son  of  the  carpenter,'  or  the  son  of  Joseph, 
without  the  least  indication  that  the  expression  is  not  strictly 
in  accordance  with  fact."  The  Apostle  Paul  expresses  him- 
self in  the  same  sense.  Neither  the  Gospel  of  Mark,  which 
in  this  respect  at  least  abides  most  faithfully  by  the  old  apos- 
tolic tradition,  nor  that  of  John,  says  a  word  about  Bethlehem 
or  the  miraculous  birth.     The  congregation  of  Jerusalem  to 

1  S  Samuel  zziy.  1-8,  and  vol.  ii.  ch.  iv.  p.  26.  >  See  pp.  36,  88. 

•  Luke  ii.  27.  ^  Luke  ii.  41-4S.  »  Matthew  xui.  M. 

*  Luke  iv.  22;  John  i  46,  vi.  42;  see,  however,  Luke  iii.  23. 
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irhich  Mary  and  the  brothers  of  Jesus  belonged,^  and  over 
which  the  eldest  of  them,  James,  presided,^  can  have  known 
nothing  of  it ;  for  the  later  Jewish-Christian  communities,  the 
so-called  Ebionitcs,  who  were  descended  from  the  congrega- 
tion of  Jerusalem,  called  Jesus  the  son  of  Joseph.  Nay,  the 
story  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was  the  father  of  Jesus  must  have 
risen  among  the  Greeks,  and  not  among  the  first  believers, 
who  were  Jews,  for  the  Hebrew  word  for  spirit  is  of  the 
feminine  gender.  The  Ebionites,  therefore,  called  the  Holy 
Spirit  the  mother  and  not  the  father  of  Jesus. 

Only  think  I  If  the  birth  of  Jesus  had  really  taken  place 
under  such  extraordinary  circumstances,  announced  by  a 
messenger  from  heaven,  and  hymned  in  mortal  ears  by  a 
'*  great  company  of  the  heavenly  host,"  how  would  it  have 
been  possible  that  every  trace  of  such  wonders  should  have 
disappeared,  that  they  should  all  have  passed  away,  and  left 
no  recollection  after  them  ?  Yet  this  takes  place  according 
to  the  Gospel ;  for  not  only  is  the  general  public  entirely 
ignorant  of  these  events  (though  the  news  must  have  spread 
like  fire  through  the  land,  esi^ecially  when  the  Messianic 
expectation  was  at  such  a  height),  but  his  own  family  show 
beyond  a  doubt  that  they  had  not  the  faintest  conception  of 
the  lofty  significance  of  the  personality  of  Jesus.  This  would 
be  inconceivable  were  the  story  genuine  history.  If  his 
parents  fail  to  understand  him  when  he  says,  at  twelve  years 
old,  that  he  must  be  in  his  Father's  house ;  ®  if  he  himself 
afterwards  declares  that  he  finds  no  faith  among  his  nearest 
relatives \*  if  he  exalts  his  faithful  disciples  above  his  unbe- 
lieving mother  and  brothers ;  *  above  all,  if  Mar}'  and  her 
other  sons  put  down  his  prophetic  enthusiasm  to  insanity,'' 
—  then  the  untrustworthy  nature  of  these  stories  of  his  birth 
is  absolutely  certain.  If  even  a  little  of  what  the}-  tell  us 
had  been  true,  then  Mary  at  least  would  have  believed  in 
Jesus,  and  would  not  have  failed  so  utterly  to  understand 
him. 

But  when  once  we  are  convinced  that  the  story  Is  not  gen- 
uine history,  its  emblematic  meaning  comes  out  clearly.  It 
embodies  a  poetical  conception  and  description  of  the  per- 
son and  the  lot  of  Jesus,  and  foreshadows  his  life  and  work 
in  a  few  bold  lines  and  significant  contrasts.     Let  us  glance 

I  Acts  i.  U.  3  Acts  xxl.  18;  Galatians  ii.  9,  12. 

<  Lukeii.  90.  «  Matthew  xiii.  57  (Mark  vi.  4). 

*  Matthew  xii.  49-60  (Mark  iii.  33-35).  ^  Mark  iii.  it 
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at  the  main  figures.  In  the  foreground  stand  Augustus  aiid 
Jesus,  —  the  proud  Emperor  of  Rome,  who  holds  sway  over 
the  world  b}'  force  of  arms,  and  the  lowly  son  of  man,  the 
truth  of  whose  preaching,  the  power  of  whose  spirit,  and 
whose  self-sacrificing  love  exact  submission  from  all  men. 
But  there  is  another  special  reason  for  the  introduction  of 
Augustus.  The  first  disciples  of  Jesus,  Jews  by  birth  and 
attached  to  Judaism  heart  and  soul,  believed,  in  their  narrow 
national  pride,  that  the  Christ  was  the  special  possession  ot 
Abraham's  chosen  seed.  They  were  jealous  of  their  supposed 
privileges,  and  barred  the  entrance  to  the  kingdom  of  the 
Christ  against  all  who  were  not  Israelites,  unless  they  would 
first  go  over  to  Judaism.  Our  story  enters  a  protest  against 
this  idea,  for  the  imperial  decree  to  take  a  census  of  all  the 
world  is  earned  out  at  the  very  time  of  the  birth  of  Jesus, 
who  is  thus  represented  as  a  citizen  of  the  world,  belonging 
to  all  mankind,  and  not  to  Israel  alone ;  the  deliverer  not 
only  of  his  special  people,  but  of  all  his  brothers  over  the 
whole  earth.  Is  not  that  a  noble  thought?  And  look  again 
what  deep  and  true  feeling  pen'ades  the  legend.  For  him, 
the  great  bearer  of  salvation,  a  brilliant  career  is  surely  held 
in  store,  and  the  world  will  give  him  a  glorious  welcome? 
Alas,  no !  There  is  no  room  for  his  parents ;  no  room  even 
for  Mary,  much  as  she  needs  it,  in  the  inn.  When  Jesus 
comes  into  the  world  there  is  not  a  creature  to  give  him  a 
thought,  or  to  help  to  supply  his  wants  ;  and  he  is  cradled  in 
a  manger.  It  is  the  foreshadowing  of  a  life  of  bereavement. 
He  will  never  rest,  never  find  a  home,  not  so  much  as  a  place 
in  which  to  lay  his  head,  until,  beset  and  persecuted  on  every 
side,  the  victim  of  the  world's  fierce  hatred,  laden  with  its 
scornful  curses,  he  drops  his  wearied  head  upon  the  cross  in 
eternal  rest !  But  though  he  comes  without  external  displa\', 
though  he  bears  no  trace  of  eaithly  splendor,  and  though  the 
superficial  world  sees  nothing  in  the  son  of  the  carpenter  of 
Nazareth  to  mark  him  off  from  others,  yet  this  event  that 
earth  passes  b}'  unnoticed  is  celebrated  with  intensest  jo}'  and 
brightest  radiance  in  heaven.  Contrasting  with  the  deep 
poverty  within  is  the  message  and  the  song  of  angels  with- 
out ;  and  this  sharp  contrast  sums  up,  as  it  were,  the  whole 
life  of  Jesus,  —  humble  in  his  earthly  lot,  majestic  in  his  moral 
grandeur ;  without  material  power,  but  mighty  in  the  ^irit ; 
despised  by  the  world,  but  glorified  by  God.  The  blessed 
tidings  are  brought  to  humble  shepherds,  not  to  the  great 
and  wifie,--for  Jesus  himself  bestowed  small  care  upon  the 
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great  O1108  of  the  earth,  and  was  almost  always  tldnking  of 
the  poor  and  simple  ^'peoples  of  the  land."  It  was  his 
ambition  to  befriend  the  people  and  console  the  poor.  And 
what  a  wealth  of  noble  thoughts  is  crowded  into  the  angelic 
song  itself!  For  the  sake  of  this  child  of  man  God  rejoices 
in  mankind ;  he  who  is  to  establish  the  kingdom  of  peace 
upon  earth  has  come.  Surely  his  birth,  with  all  its  results 
of  unutterable  glory,  should  wnke  songs  of  praise  and  thanks- 
giving to  God  in  hearts  overwhelmed  with  thankful  joy  ! 

In  what  a  clear  and  beautiful  light  this  picture  places  all 
that  Jesus  may  be  to  us !  What  ailistic  beauty,  what  deep 
sjrmbolic  truth  pervades  it !  In  it  the  Christians  of  the  olden 
time  tried  to  reproduce  their  own  thoughts  and  feelings  about 
Jesus ;  and  the  legend  is  the  visible  expression  of  their  ven- 
eration and  gratitude  towards  him.  And  though  we  should 
choose  other  forms  in  which  to  express  our  reverence  for 
Jesus,  we  can  fully  share  the  affection  and  can  rival  the 
gratitude  that  inspired  this  old  legend.  It  is  a  declaration 
of  faith  in  Jesus  made  by  the  apostolic  age ;  it  is  a  glowing 
testimony  to  the  high  honor  which  Jesus  has  a  right  to  claim, 
to  the  fulfilment  in  him  of  the  hope  which  the  noblest  of  our 
race  had  cherished,  to  the  restoration  in  his  person  of  the 
honor  of  human  nature,  of  faith  in  human  worth,  and  in 
man's  calling  to  spotless  holiness.  As  such  we  can  accept 
it  and  rejoice  in  it  with  all  our  hearts.  Indeed,  when  we 
consider  it  rightly,  this  sweet  old  legend  of  the  bijth  of 
Jesus,  with  all  its  wondrous  beauty,  gains  a  fresh  charm  fo** 
us  when  it  ceases  to  rank  as  history. 


Chapter  IV. 

THE  PRESENTATION   IN  THE  TEMPLE. 

LuKB  II.  21-89. 

•*  TXT^HEN  the  time  appointed  by  God  had  come,  he  sent 
▼  ▼  forth  his  son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the 
Law."  In  these  words  the  Apostle  Paul  *  describes  the  birth 
of  Jesus  as  that  of  an  ordinary  man,^  and,  what  is  more,  an 
ordinary  Israelite.  We  too  often  forget  that  Jesus  was  an 
Israelite,  not  only  by  birth  and  education,  but  in  his  whole 
1  GaUtians  ir.  4.  >  Comoare  Job  xiv.  1 ;  Matthew  xi.  11. 
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style  of  tho\ight,  speech,  and  life ;  that  his  conception  of  the 
universe  and  his  own  individual  character  unmistakablj'  bore 
the  Israelitish  stamp,  and  that  he  can  only  be  rightly  under- 
stood and  fully  appreciated  when  this  fact  is  borne  in  mind. 
It  is  often  difficult  to  remember  this,  for  Jesus  had  risen,  at 
the  price  of  many  an  effort  and  many  an  internal  conflict,  far 
above  the  one-sidedness,  the  narrowness,  the  pride,  all  the 
faults  in  short  that  characterized  his  people.  But  we  must 
try  never  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  he  still  remained  a 
thorough  Israelite. 

Luke  calls  attention  to  it  at  the  outset,  b}'  telling  us  that 
the  parents  of  Jesus  scrupulously  fulfilled  their  religious  du- 
ties, and  faithfull}'  observed  the  injunctions  of  the  Law  with 
respect  to  their  child. ^  On  tiie  eighth  day  after  his  birth  the 
ceremony  of  circumcision  was  performed ;  and  at  the  same 
time  he  received  his  name. 

Both  Matthew  and  Luke  find  something  very  remarkable 
in  the  name  Jesus,  They  sa^*  that  the  new-born  child  re- 
ceived this  name  at  the  command  of  God  as  Israel's  future 
deliverer.*  But  thd  fact  is  that  this  name,  which  is  pro- 
nounced in  Hebrew  Tezua^  and  is  sometimes  Grecized  into 
Jason,  was  very  common.  After  the  Captivity  it  occurs 
quite  frequently,  and  is  interchanged  with  the  name  Joshua. 
Indeed  Joshua,  the  successor  of  Moses,  is  called  Jesus  in  the 
New  Testament  more  than  once,'  though  the  meaning  of  the 
two  names  is  not  really  quite  the  same.  We  know  of  a 
Jesus,  son  of  Sirach,  a  writer  of  proverbs,  whose  collection 
is  preserved  among  the  apocryphal  books  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. The  notorious  Barabbas,  or  son  of  Abhas,  was  himself 
called  Jesus.  Among  Paul's  opponents  we  find  a  magician 
called  Elymas,  the  son  of  Jesus.  Among  the  early  Christ- 
ians a  certain  Jesus,  also  called  Justus,  appears.  Flavins 
Josephus  mentions  more  than  ten  distinct  persons  —  priests, 
robbers,  peasants,  and  others  —  who  bore  the  name  of 
Jesus,  all  of  whom  lived  during  the  last  century  of  the 
Jewish  state.  But  we  need  not  be  surprised  to  find  the 
Evangelists  laying  such  stress  upon  the  name,  for  the  nar- 
ratives of  the  Old  Testament  have  taught  us  that  the  Israel- 
ites thought  much  more  of  names  than  we  do ;  for  we  hardly 
ever  think  of  their  meaning,  and  in  most  cases  do  not  bo 
much  as  know  what  it  is.  The  Israelites,  on  the  other  hand, 
Baw  in  the  meaning  of  every  great  man's  name  a  prophecy  of 

1  Luko  ii.  21,  22, 23.  24,  39,  41.  s  Matthew  i.  21 ;  Luke  i.  31. 

*  Acta  vii.  46 ;  Hebrews  iv.  8 ;  compare  Nehemiah  viii.  17. 
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tia  character,  his  fortunes,  or  something  that  specially  con- 
cerned him.  Thiu  tliej  in  veiled  the  real  order  of  things, 
for  in  realitj  it  was  not  the  name  which  described  the  man 
by  anticipalion,  but  the  man  whose  brilliant  services  con- 
ferred a  special  significance  upon  the  name  which  he  hap- 
pened to  bear.  If  Joseph  and  Mary,  instead  of  calUng  their 
child  Jesus,  had  happened  to  give  him  the  name  of  Solomon 
(=— Frederick),  David  (=»  Gottlieb)  or  Isaiah  (=«Godhelp) 
what  l^ends  might  not  have  been  spun  out  of  such  sugges- 
tive names!  In  fact  Matthew,  if  he  had  had  the  choice, 
would  evidently  have  preferred  Immanuel  (=  God  is  with  us) 
to  Jesus. ^ 

Now  the  name  Jesus  means  deliverance  y  safety ^  preservn- 
tion;  or,  perhaps,  deliverer ^  preserver ^^  and  is  identical  in 
meaning  with  the  Greek  expressions  which  occur  in  the 
New  Testament,  and  are  translated  saloation  and  saviour. 
But  unfortunately  we  have  learned  to  associate  these  latter 
words  with  the  Hfe  after  death,  and  to  think  of  the  bliss  of 
heaven  when  we  use  them ;  whereas  the  Greek  expressions 
always  refer  to  the  Messianic  kingdom,  especially  to  preserva- 
tion from  the  terrible  judgments  of  God  which  were  to  precede 
the  founding  of  the  kingdom.  In  using  the  words  saviour 
a'ad  salvation y  therefore,  we  mast  remember  that  they  simply 
mean  one  who  saves  or  delivers ^  and  safety  or  deliverance. 

The  Law  declared  that  a  mother  who  had  given  birth  to  a 
boy  was  unclean  for  seven  days,  and  must  separate  herself 
or  remain  at  home  for  thii-ty-three  days  atter  the  circum- 
cision. If  the  baby  was  a  girl,  both  periods  were  doubled. 
All  this  time  the  mother  must  not  touch  any  sacred  thing  or 
enter  the  temple.  When  these  da^^s  were  past  she  must 
make  an  offering  of  purification  in  the  temple,  consisting  of 
a  lamb  of  one  year  old  for  a  burnt  sacrifice,  and  a  young 
pigeon  or  turtle-dove  for  a  sin  offering ;  or,  if  she  was  too 
poor  to  buy  a  lamb,  she  might  take  another  dove  instead. 
Besides  all  this,  first-born  sons  must  be  taken  to  the  temple 
when  a  month  old  and  presented  to  the  Lord,  as  it  was 
called.  They  were  then  bought  off  or  redeemed  from  him  for 
five  shekels,  a  sum  about  equal  to  twelve  shillings,  but  since 
money  was  worth  so  much  more  in  those  days  it  would  be 
ecpuvalent  to  about  twenty  days'  wages  of  a  workman.  To 
save  trouble,  this  presentation  was  made  at  the  same  time  atf 
(he  sacrifice  of  purification. 

1  Matthew  i.  S3.  *  Sinch  xlvi.  1. 
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It  is  not  qaite  certain  that  all  these  customs  were  observed 
After  the  birth  of  Jesus.  Israelites  who  lived  far  from  Jerusa 
lem  generally'  waited  to  make  their  offerings  until  one  of 
the  great  feasts  furnished  a  suitable  occasion  for  visiting  the 
temple,  or  even  got  a  friend  to  make  the  offerings  on  their 
behalf.  In  the  same  way^  the  distance  from  GaUlee  to  the 
capital  often  prevented  the  presentation  of  first-born  sons 
in  the  temple;  and,  what  is  more,  wc  have  no  sufficient 
grounds  for  supposing  that  Jesus  was  the  eldest  son  of  Joseph 
and  Mary.  But  even  supposing  that  all  these  i*egulationa 
were  strictly  obsen^ed,  and  that  Luke  had  the  means  of 
knowing  it,  he  certainly  would  not  have  told  us  all  the  details 
unless  he  had  had  a  special  reason  for  doing  so.  That  reason 
may  be  found  in  the  following  storj'. 

On  the  fortieth  day,  says  Luke,  the  parents  of  Jesus  went 
to  Jenisalem  to  offer  in  the  temple  their  two  doves  (the  poor 
man's  sacrifice) ,  to  present  their  son  before  the  Lord,  and  to 
pay  the  price  of  redemption  for  him.  Here  a  joyful  surprise 
awaited  them,  similar  to  the  one  thej*  had  already  experienced 
on  the  night  of  their  baby's  birth.  In  the  Holy  City  dwelt  a 
certain  Simeon,  a  venerable  old  man  (later  traditions  state 
tjiathe  was  far  more  than  a  hundred  years  old),  of  perfect 
piety.  He  ferventlj'  longed  for  the  coming  of  the  Messianic 
Kingdom,  for  the  deliverance  of  Israel  from  sufferings  and 
oppression  ;  and  God  had  revealed  to  him  that  he  should  see 
the  Anointed  of  the  Lord  before  he  died.  And  now  the  Holy 
Spirit  led  him  to  the  temple  at  the  very  moment  that  Joseph 
and  Mary  were  entering  the  forecourt.  In  the  lowly  child  of 
a  few  weeks  old  he  at  once  discovered  the  future  Messiah. 
His  eyes  gleamed  with  transport  at  the  fulfilment  of  the  fer- 
vent hope  he  had  cherished  so  long,  and,  taking  the  little  Jesus 
in  his  arms,  he  gave  utterance  to  the  thoughts  that  rushed 
upon  him  in  the  song  of  praise :  — 

Lord !  now  lettest  thou  thy  serrant  depart, 

According  to  thy  word,  in  peace. 

For  mine  eyes  liave  seen  thy  nalvation 

Which  thou  hast  prepared  before  all  peoples,  — 

A  light  of  revelation  to  the  heathen, 

A  glory  for  thy  people  Israel ! 

The  father  and  mother  listened  in  amazement  to  this  in- 
spired song  in  praise  of  their  child ;  and  the  old  man  turned 
to  them  and  blessed  them.  Then  he  spoke  to  Mary  alone, 
and  said,  ''Behold,  this  child  is  appointed  in  the  counsel  of 
God  for  the  fall  and  the  rise  of  many  in  Israel:  to  some  he 
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shall  be  the  cause  of  destioiction,  to  others  of  salvation.  Op« 
position  and  enmit}'  will  surround  him,  and,  alas  !  the  sword 
will  pierce  through  j-our  heart  too.  .  .  .  Why  must  all  this 
be?  That  the  hearts  of  men  may  be  laid  bare  as  they  arc, 
and  not  as  they  seem." 

Hardly-  had  Simeon  ended,  when  there  came  another  to 
greet  the  child.  It  was  the  ancient  prophetess  Anna,  a  wo- 
man of  wondrous  piety,  who  had  never  consented  to  a  second 
marriage  though  earl}'  left  a  widow,  but  was  always  in  the 
temple,  and  was  never  weary  of  fasting  and  praying.  She, 
too,  praised  God  for  this  future  deliverer  of  Israel,  and  spoke 
of  him  to  all  who  hoped  for  the  Messiah  in  Jerusalem. 

Joseph  and  Mar)-  now  fulfilled  the  religious  duties  they  had 
come  to  perform  for  their  infant,  and  then  left  the  temple  with 
their  hearts  full  of  the  two  glorious  and  unexpected  testimo- 
nies they  had  received.  They  were  naturally  anxious  to  go 
home  again  ;  so  they  did  not  return  to  Bethlehem,  where  there 
was  nothing  now  to  keep  them,  but  started  at  once  on  their 
journey  to  Galilee,  and  arrived  without  further  adventures  at 
their  home  in  Nazareth. 

It  is  a  beautiful  picture  of  the  aged  Simeon  and  Anna  witli 
the  tender  little  baby  and  the  astonished  and  delighted  pa- 
rents all  gathered  in  the  house  of  God !  But  it  is  out  of 
the  question  to  regard  it  as  genuine  history.  We  need  not 
say  much  on  this  point.  The  supernatural  revelation  said 
to  have  been  vouchsafed  to  Simeon,  his  miraculous  guidance 
to  the  temple  at  the  right  moment,  his  recognition  of  the 
child,  and  foreknowledge  of  what  was  in  store  for  him,  are 
of  coui-se  incredible.  Man}'  years  afterwards,  when  contrary 
to  all  expectations,  including  those  of  Jesus  himself,  his  lot 
had  proved  so  bitter ;  when  opposition  to  him  had  caused  the 
fall  of  Scribes  and  Pharisees ;  when  faith  in  him  had  been  a 
resurrection  to  publicans  and  sinners  ;  when  his  fearful  death 
had  sent  a  two-edged  sword  through  his  mother's  heart 
(have  3'ou  ever  studied  the  Mater  Dolorosa,  or  "  Mary  at  the 
Cross,"  the  companion  picture  of  the  Ecce  Homo,  or  "  Behold 
the  man  "  ?)  ;  when  this  catastrophe  had  silted  the  Israelites, 
and  shown  that  many  who  were  outwardly  pious  were  in- 
wardly proud  and  obstinate,  while  many  seemingly  abandoned 
outcasts  were  saved  through  penitence  and  faith,  —  then  this 
prophecy  was  put  into  the  mouth  of  Simeon.  To  invent  a 
prophecy  when  the  event  it  predicts  has  already  taken  place 
itt  a  common  practice  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and 
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is  not  even  yet  abandoned.  Again,  the  Evangelist  uncon- 
sciously contradicts  himself.  How  can  he  say  that  the  pa- 
rents of  Jesus  were  suiprised  at  what  they  heard  about  their 
child  ?  After  the  message  of  Gabriel,  and  the  song  of  angels 
hard  by  Bethlehem,  nothing  ought  to  have  astonished  them. 
Indeed,  Simeon  and  Anna  might  very  well  have  learned  about 
the  birth  of  the  Messiah  from  rumors  of  the  vision  to  the  shep- 
herds. It  is  evident,  then,  that  this  story  is  not  drawn  from 
the  same  source  that  supplied  the  legends  of  the  birth,  and 
this  is  made  still  clearer  by  the  fact  that  Joseph  is  here  calleil 
the  father  of  Jesus.  Lastly,  the  difficulty  urged  against  the 
stor3'  of  the  birth  holds  good  here  also.  It  is  impossible  to 
reconcile  this  double  salutation  with  what  we  know  of  the 
after  life  of  Jesus.  If  he  had  been  greeted  as  the  Messiah 
when  a  baby  he  could  not  have  remained  in  obscurity,  and 
his  family,  especially  his  mother,  would  have  been  prepared 
for  all  that  happened,  and  could  not  have  refused  to  believe 
in  him. 

How  did  the  legend  rise,  then?  it  may  naturally  be  asked. 
Well,  it  was  a  poetical  creation  of  the  faith  of  the  primitive 
Christians.  In  tlie  first  place,  we  recognize  in  these  lines  the 
joyful  cry  of  a  heart  overwhelmed  with  gratitude  to  God  for 
the  birth  of  Jesus.  The  ''  comforter"  —  a  name  which  the 
Rabbis,  too,  sometimes  apply  to  the  Messiah  —  had  come  at 
last,  after  all  their  misery  !  Their  eyes  had  seen  him,  their 
hands  had  touched  him,  their  ears  had  heard  his  heavenly- 
words.  That  for  which  the  fervent  longing  of  devout  Israel- 
ites in  ever)'  age  had  yearned,  the  hope  which  even  as  a  dis- 
tant prospect  had  made  the  ancient  seers  burst  into  sacred 
joy,  and  had  supported  many  a  generation  through  the  bitter- 
ness of  disappointment  and  humiliation,  —  all  this  was  now 
realized,  imperfectly  as  yet,  but  no  less  certainly,  in  their  very 
midst !  Blessed  were  the  eyes  that  might  see  what  they  saw ! 
For,  verily,  many  prophets  and  righteous  men  had  longed  for 
it  in  vain,  with  a  life-long  yearning.*  For  this  blessing  the 
Christians  thanked  God  in  transports  of  holy  joy.  Salvation 
had  come,  the  light  had  risen,  a  guiding  star  to  the  heathen,^ 
and  an  immortal  glory  to  Israel  I  Now  they  could  die  in 
peace! 

This  triumphant  gratitude  is  expressed  under  the  characters 
of  Simeon  and  Anna,  the  noblest  representatives  of  Israel,  a 
man  and  a  woman  led  and  inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and 
it  is  a  finely  conceived  and  profoundly  significant  trait  in  the 

1  Luke  z.  23,  24  (Matthew  xiii.  16,  17).  ^  igaiah  xlii.  6,  zliz.  «. 
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legend,  which  makes  these  aged  representatives  of  the  depart- 
ing generation  raise  the  song  of  praise  over  the  infant.  It 
was  but  a  small  beginning  (hardly  even  a  beginning  yet) 
of  the  fulfilment  of  the  promises  and  expectations.  So,  too, 
the  Christians,  in  the  midst  of  whom  the  legend  rose,  had  not 
yet  seen  the  kingdom  of  God.  It  would  only  come  when 
Jesus  returned  from  heaven.  But  what  of  that?  Had  they 
not  already  received  a  pledge  of  it  that  left  no  room  for  doubt  ? 
Na}',  he  whose  person  was  far  more  than  a  mere  pledge  had 
already  come,  and  in  bim  they  had  seen  the  great  salvation, 
as  it  were,  already'  with  thorn.  No  wonder,  then,  that  they 
sang  songs  of  praise.  ^ 

But  this  joyous  exultation  did  not  prevent  their  bowing 
their  heads  in  pensive  thought.  What  had  not  Jesus  experi- 
enced at  the  hands  of  his  people !  How  was  it  possible  ? 
Why  was  it  needful  ?  We  trace  the  hand  of  a  master  in  the 
picture  of  the  hoary  Simeon  bending  over  the  child  as  he  lay 
in  the  unconscious  slumber  of  infancy,  and  uttering  the 
prophecy  of  the  fierce  opposition  he  was  to  encounter,  and 
his  mother's  bitter  grief  at  the  cruel  fate  that  would  overtake 
him.  Even  in  sin,  the  IsraeHte  recognized  the  commandment 
or  the  work  of  God,  the  execution  of  his  counsel,^  —  and  even 
the  rejection  of  Jesus  must  have  been  decreed  by  him.^  It  was 
a  sad  necessit3',  without  which  the  varnish  could  not  be  wiped 
from  hypocri83',  and  without  which  sin  that  took  the  guise  of 
piet}'  could  not  be  comj)elled  to  expose  itself.  By  its  hatred 
of  the  holy  servant  of  God,  it  passed  sentence  on  itself.' 

And  here  we  may  remark  that  this  judgment,  this  sifting 
of  the  good  from  the  bad  in  accordance  with  the  attitude  they 
assume  towards  Jesus,  is  still  gomg  on,  and  Jesus  is  still  the 
cause  of  this  man's  fall  and  that  man's  resurrection,  although 
in  our  time,  when  his  name  has  been  universally  adopted,  we 
cannot  trace  the  process  so  distinctly.  For  Jesus  brought  a 
new  principle  of  moral  and  religious  life  into  the  world,  and 
no  one  can  remain  indifferent  to  him,  or  to  the  new  and  holy 
spirit  which  went  out  from  him.  Consciously  or  unconsciously 
we  must  all  take  sides.  If  we  love  not  God  or  our  neighbor, 
if  we  choose  to  live  for  ourselves  alone,  —  for  our  own  enjoy- 
ment, glory,  and  interest,  — •  then  we  fight  against  Jesus,  and 
are  so  much  the  worse  and  more  wretched  because  he  came. 
If  we  have  depth  of  soul  enough  to  understand,  to  love,  to 
follow  him,  then  we  are  guided  by  his  principles,  are  helped 

1  E.g.  Kxodus  ix.  12,  x.  1,  20,  27 ;  2  Samuel  xxiv.  7:  Isaiah  xlv.  7 
s  AcU  ii  83,  iv.  27,  28.  «  John  iii,  19-2J . 
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and  hallowed  b}^  his  spirit,  and  have  him  to  thank  for  what 
we  have  become  and  what  we  are  as  moral  beings. 

God,  grant  that  our  hearts  may  all  of  them  be  touched  by 
Jesus  more  and  more ;  that  we,  too,  may  be  able  to  thank 
God  for  giving  us  some  knowledge  of  him,  that  we  may  share 
those  emotions  of  the  early  Christians  which  gave  rise  to  this 
legend,  and  that  the  birth  of  Jesus  may  wake  a  song  of  joy 
In  our  hearts ! 

There  is  one  more  point  to  consider.  Wh}-  do  we  cele- 
brate the  birth  of  Jesus  on  the  25th  of  December?  What  is 
the  origin  of  our  Christmas  day  ? 

You  must  know,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  was  not  intro- 
duced at  all  till  a  comparatively  late  period.  Daj's  for  the 
commemoration  of  the  martyrdom  of  Stephen  (26th  Decem- 
ber), and  the  Massacre  of  the  Innocents  (28th  December), 
were  fixed  before  that  for  the  birth  of  Jesus.  It  is  about  the 
middle  of  the  fourth  century  when  we  first  come  upon  the 
celebration  of  Christmas  at  Rome.  It  may  seem  strange  that 
the  feast  of  Christmas  was  introduced  into  the  Church  so  late, 
while  those  of  Easter  and  Whitsuntide  were  observed  from 
the  very  first ;  but,  if  we  remember  that  Christianity  sprang 
out  of  Judaism,  we  shall  find  the  explanation  we  seek  in  the 
fact  that  there  was  no  Jewish  feast  which  could  be  Christian- 
ized into  a  celebration  of  the  birth  of  Jesus.  Moreover,  the 
Church  had  a  somewhat  similar  feast,  that  of  Epiphany,  of 
which  we  shall  speak  presently,  at  a  much  earlier  period ;  and 
it  was,  therefore,  a  long  time  before  any  one  thought  of  insti- 
tuting a  festival  for  the  birth  of  Jesus.  Ever  since  the  end 
of  the  second  century,  however,  people  had  been  trying  to 
discover  upon  what  particular  day  Jesus  had  possibly  or 
probably  come  into  the  world ;  and  conjectures  or  traditions 
that  rested  upon  absolutel3'  no  foundation  led  one  to  the  20th 
of  May,  another  to  the  19th  or  20th  of  April,  and  a  thiM  to 
the  5th  of  January.  At  last,  the  opinion  of  the  community 
at  Rome  gained  the  upper  hand,  and  the  25th  of  December 
was  fixed  upon. 

There  was  a  double  reason  for  selecting  this  day.  In  the 
first  place,  it  had  been  observed  from  a  hoary  antiquity  as  a 
heathen  festival,  following  the  longest  night  of  the  winter 
solstice,  and  was  called  '*  the  Birthday  of  the  Unconquerable 
Sun."  It  was  a  fine  thought  to  celebrate  on  that  day  the 
birth  of  him  whom  the  Gospel  ^  called  '  ^  the  light  of  the  world ; " 

1  John  viii.  12,  ix.  5. 
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Chat  is,  the  sun  of  humanity,  whose  rise  had  been  preceded 
by  the  long  and  fearful  night  of  sin  and  ignorance,  and  whose 
coming  had  shed  light  and  warmth  and  life  over  the  hearts 
of  men !  A  certain  preacher  even  went  so  far  as  to  say  that 
*'  Christ  himself  chose  the  25th  of  December  for  his  birthday 
on  this  very  ground  ! "  The  second  reason  was,  that  at  Romr 
the  days  from  the  17th  to  the  23d  of  December  were  devoted 
to  unbridled  merrymaking.  These  da^^s  were  called  the  Sat- 
urnalia, after  the  god  Saturn  us,  whose  memory  is  still  retained 
in  the  name  of  the  seventh  day  of  our  week.  These  Saturna- 
lia were  consecrated  to  the  memory  of  the  Golden  Age,  which 
the  heathen  placed  in  the  far-off  past.  All  business  was 
suspended,  the  freest  hospitality  was  exercised,  and  public 
and  private  rejoicings  were  universal.  All  distinctions  of 
rank  and  position  were  forgotten,  and  masters  and  slaves 
sometimes  even  changed  places!  In  the  Roman  carnival 
and  some  of  our  Christmas  customs  the  remains  of  the  Satur- 
nalia may  still  be  traced.  Now  the  Church  was  always 
anxious  to  meet  the  heathen,  whom  she  had  converted  or 
was  beginning  to  convert,  half-way,  by  allowing  them  to  re- 
tain the  feasts  they  were  accustomed  to,  only  giving  them  a 
Christian  dress,  or  attaching  a  new  and  Christian  signification 
to  them.^  And  in  the  Saturnalia,  apart  from  the  licentious- 
ness that  disfigured  them,  the  Church  must  have  found  much 
that  was  attractive.  Had  not  Jesus  abolished  the  slavery  of 
sin,  superseded  the  distinction  between  class  and  class  by  the 
spirit  of  brotherly  love,  and  brought  in  the  Golden  Age  of 
peace  with  Grod  ? 

Such  were  the  thoughts  which  the  Christians  expressed  in 
their  Christmas  festivities ;  and  even  now  Christmas  is  the 
happiest  festival  of  all  the  year.  The  very  season  helps  to 
heighten  the  attractiveness  of  its  warm  and  home-like  customs. 
Our  heathen  forefathers,  the  Germans,  had  a  somewhat  simi- 
lar feast  called  Yule,  after  the  shortest  day  of  the  year.  At 
this  feast  agreements  were  renewed,  the  gods  were  consulted 
as  to  the  fhture,  sacrifices  were  made  to  them,  and  the  time 
was  spent  in  jovial  hospitality.  Many  features  of  this  festi- 
val, such  as  burning  the  Yule-log  on  Christmas-eve,  still  sur- 
vive among  us.  In  Germany,  the  birthday  of  the  child  Jesus 
is  made  a  children's  festival ;  and  it  is  to  Germany  that  we 
owe  the  Christmas  trees,  now  so  common  in  England.  In 
Holland,  the  children's  festival  is  held  on  St.  Nicholas's  day, 
the  6th  of  December,  corrupted  into  Sinterklaas,  and  by 
1  See  vol.  i  pp.  103-107. 
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vt9  into  Santa  Claus ;  bo  that  in  making  Santa  Olaus  bring 
the  Christmas  presents  we  have  mixed  up  the  two  distinct 
festivals. 

In  German,  Christmas  is  called  Weiknachten  or  Holy  Night, 
because  it  was  the  practice  of  the  early  Church,  and  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  as  it  still  is  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  to  celebrate 
mote  es|>ecially  the  niffht  before  the  25th  of  December,  since, 
accoixling  to  Luke,  Jesus  was  born  in  the  night.  In  English, 
it  is  simply  called  Christmas ;  that  is,  the  mass  or  religious 
«tei*yice  held  in  honor  of  Christ. 


Chapter  V. 

THE  WISE  MEN  FROM   THE  EAST. 
Matthkw  II. 

WE  must  now  put  entirely  out  of  our  minds  all  those 
wondrous  events  which  Luke  so  elaborately  describes 
a»  calling  attention  to  Jesus  at  the  time  of  his  birth,  or 
shortly  afterwards ;  for  we  are  to  return  to  the  first  Gospel, 
which  does  not  make  the  slightest  allusion  to  them,  and  in- 
deed excludes  every  thing  that  could  possibly  have  called 
attention  to  Mary*s  son,  or  spread  a  rumor  that  the  Messiah 
was  born.  Joseph  and  his  wife,  then,  were  citizens  of  Beth- 
lehem.^ Joseph  had  indeed  been  intrusted  by  an  angel  with 
the  secret  of  the  divine  origin  of  Jesus ;  but  of  course  the 
public  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter,  as  it  was  not  a 
thing  to  pubhsh  abroad.  Alas!  the  people  of  Bethlehem 
would  too  soon  be  compelled  to  think  of  their .  little  fellow- 
townsman,  and  to  regard  it  as  a  fatal  distinction  that  he  had 
been  born  among  them. 

Two  years  had  not  passed  when  an  event .  occurred  which 
threw  the  neighboring  Jerusalem  into  a  fever  of  excitement. 
Certain  strangers  from  the  East,  belonging  to  the  distin* 
guished  order  of  the  ma^i  —  that  is  to  say  the  priests  and 
astronomers  —  had  come  to  the  city,  and  had  immediately 
asked  where  they  could  find  the  infant  king  of  the  Jews. 
They  said  that  many  months  ago  they  had  marked  "^he  ap- 
pearance of  a  new  and  mar\'ellous  star  in  the  heave  us,  and 

I  See  p.  40. 
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by  the  rales  of  their  art  it  showed  infallibly  that  a  great  luler 
bad  been  born  among  the  people  of  the  Jews.  Upon  this 
they  had  set  out  to  come  and  pay  their  homage  to  him,  and 
bad  naturally  expected  to  find  him  in  the  capital. 

But  at  Jerusalem  no  one  knew  any  thing  about  it.  It  was 
evident  that  neither  the  reigning  prince  nor  any  of  his  sons 
was  meant.  So  far  was  this  from  being  the  case  that  when 
the  news  reached  Herod  he  was  thrown  into  the  utmost 
terror,  for  he  and  all  the  city  understood  that  it  must  be  the 
Messiah  whose  birth  had  been  announced  in  the  heavens. 
His  own  throne  therefore,  or  at  least  his  dynasty,  was  on 
the  brink  of  ruin.  What  was  he  to  do  ?  Might  not  a  bold 
stroke  avert  the  danger  yet? 

He  called  the  Sanhedrim  together,  hoping  that  the  learned 
men  might  tell  ftom  the  study  of  the  Scripture  where  the 
Messiah  would  be  born.  He  was  not  disappointed,  for,  on 
the  authority  of  the  prophecies  of  Michah,  they  indicated 
Bethlehem  as  the  appointed  place. 

Herod,  who  believed  as  firmly  as  any  one  else  in  the  trul;h 
of  astrology,  the  authority  of  the  prophets,  and  the  interpretii- 
tion  of  the  learned  Scribes,  had  soon  matured  his  treache  r- 
ous  and  murderous  plan.  Secretly  (for  the  affair  had  made 
only  too  much  noise  already )  he  summoned  the  magi  into 
his  presence  and  made  the  closest  inquiries  as  to  the  time  at 
which  they  had  first  seen  the  star,  for  fear  that  some  acci- 
dent might  prevent  their  return  to  Jerusalem  with  more  deQ- 
nite  news.  Then  he  urged  them  to  go  to  Bethlehem,  to 
search  out  the  child  without  delay  and  without  error,  and 
bring  back  word  to  him.  He  would  then  go  himself,  he  said, 
and  bow  down  in  homage  before  the  child  whom  so  great  a 
future  awaited.  The  magi,  8U8[3ectiDg  nothing,  made  the 
required  promise,  and  went  on  their  way.  According  to  the 
usual  custom  of  the  East  they  travelled  by  night.  What 
was  their  surprise  and  delight  to  see  the  star  once  more  shin- 
ing in  the  sky  I  They  hwl  not  seen  it  since  they  had  left 
their  own  country.  And  now,  wonderful  to  say,  it  went  be- 
fore them  from  Jerusalem  to  Bethlehem,  the  surest  guide 
that  they  could  have,  and  when  they  reached  the  little  city 
it  stood  still  over  one  of  the  houses  there !  They  did  not 
leed  to  ask  for  any  further  information  nowl  They  had 
found  what  they  were  seeking.  They  knocked  at  the  door, 
and  when  they  entered  Joseph's  house,  there  was  the  baby 
Ijing  on  its  mothei-'s  breast !  In  a  transport  of  joy  and  rev* 
erence  they  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground,  and  paid 
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such  homage  as  it  was  customary  in  those  districts  to  render 
to  a  king ;  and,  since  it  was  not  usual  to  enter  into  the  rojal 
presence  emptj'-handed,  they  produced  the  little  caskets  of 
treasure  that  they  had  brought  with  them,  and  made  their 
oflfeiings  of  gold,  frankincense,  and  m3rrh. 

The  object  f»f  their  journey  was  accomplished.  But  it  was 
itself  the  cause  of  the  utmost  danger  to  the  life  of  the  child. 
Providence,  however,  did  not  sleep.  In  a  dream  the  magi 
received  the  divine  command  not  to  return  by  Jerusalem  or 
tell  Herod  the  result  of  their  search ;  and  in  obedience  to 
this  injunction  the}*  returned  by  another  way  to  their  father- 
land. In  itself  this  could  only  delay  for  a  time  the  danger 
which  it  could  not  avert ;  but  in  the  very  night  of  their  de- 
parture, as  Joseph  slept,  he  once  more  saw  a  messenger 
from  heaven,  who  warned  him  of  the  wicked  purposes  of  the 
king,  and  summoned  him  to  rise  at  once  and  flee  with  all 
haste  to  Egypt  with  the  little  Jesus  and  Mary.  There  he 
could  remain  for  the  present  in  safet}'  from  the  tyrant. 
There  was  no  time  to  lose.  Joseph  rose  from  his  bed,  and 
the  "  hoi}'  family  "  set  out  at  once  upon  their  flight. 

Meanwhile  Herod  awaited  the  return  of  the  magi  in  vain. 
Was  it  possible  that  they  were  mocking  him  ?  Maddened  by 
his  disappointment,  he  despatched  a  band  of  soldiers  to 
Bethlehem,  with  the  ghastly  order  to  butcher  all  the  baby 
boys  of  two  3'ears  old  and  under  in  the  town  itself  and  the 
surrounding  houses  or  huts.  He  congratulated  himself  on 
having  already  discovered,  from  the  calculations  of  the  as- 
trologers, that  the  child  must  have  entered  upon  his  second 
year,  and  he  was  determined  to  make  sure  of  the  death  of  so 
dangerous  a  rival.  Not  a  single  male  child  must  be  spared, 
and  the  murderers  must  close  their  ears  against  the  cries  of  the 
mothers'  anguish.  .  .  . 

This  was  one  of  the  last  deeds  of  Herod's  reign.  Not 
long  afterwards  he  breathed  his  last,  in  frightful  agonies,  at 
the  age  of  seventy.  Once  again  an  angel  of  God  visited 
Joseph,  now  in  Eg^'pt,  in  a  dream,  and  told  him  that  thp 
wretch  who  had  sought  to  kill  his  foster-child  was  dead,  and 
that  he  might  now  return  with  his  famih'  to  his  native  land. 
Obedient  now  as  always,  he  set  out  upon  his  journey  at  once, 
taking  his  wife  and  the  boy  with  him.  He  intended,  of 
course,  to  return  to  his  own  house  in  Bethlehem  ;  but  on  his 
way  thither  he  heard  that  Archelaus  had  succeeded  his  father 
in  the  government  of  Judaea.  As  this  prince  was  said  to 
rival  Herod  himself  in  cruelty  and  superstition,  Joseph  per* 
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oeived  that  he  would  not  be  sale  in  his  old  abode.  He  was 
at  a  loss  how  to  act ;  but  now,  as  so  often  before,  wisdom 
came  to  him  b}'  night,  for  he  was  directed  in  a  vision  from 
Gtod  to  go  to  Lower  GaUlee,  which  lay  in  the  district  of 
Herod  Antipas;  and  there  he  settled  down  in  the  lovely 
little  cit}'  of  Nazareth. 

The  brow  of  many  a  theologian  has  been  bent  over  this 
narrative  !  For  as  long  as  people  believed  in  the  miraculous 
inspiration  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  of  course  the}'  accepted 
every  page  as  literally  true,  and  thought  that  there  could  not 
be  any  contradiction  between  the  different  accounts  or  repre- 
sentations of  Scripture.  The  worst  of  all  such  pre-conceived 
ideas  is  that  they  compel  those  who  hold  them  to  do  violence 
to  their  own  sense  of  truth.  For  when  these  so-called  reli- 
gious prejudices  come  into  play,  people  are  afraid  to  call 
things  by  their  right  names,  and  without  knowing  it  them- 
selves become  guilty  of  all  kinds  of  evasive  and  arbitrary 
practices ;  for  what  would  be  thought  quite  unjustifiable  in 
any  other  cause  is  here  considered  a  duty,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
supposed  to  tend  toward  the  maintenance  of  faith  and  the 
glory  of  God !  Those  who  speak  out  simply  and  clearly  what 
they  feel  and  see  to  be  the  truth  are  set  down  as  proud, 
impious,  and  unbelieving.  Let  us  see  to  it  that  we  are  never 
shaken  in  the  sacred  conviction  that  God  cannot  possibly  be 
served  by  any  thing  against  which  our  conscience  protests ' 
For  it  is  not  in  the  traditional  articles  of  faith,  but  in  the 
sense  of  truth  and  the  sense  of  duty,  which  are  both  of  them 
planted  in  our  bosoms  by  nature,  and  can  both  be  trained 
and  strengthened,  —  it  is  there  liiat  God  reveals  himself 
to  us. 

The  divine  revelations  or  angelic  visions  during  sleep,  of 
which  such  prodigal  use  is  made  in  this  narrative,  are  in 
themselves  enough  to  prevent  our  believing  it.  But  in  former 
times  they  seemed  to  present  no  difficulty.  No  more  was 
any  one  disturbed  b}'  the  fact  that  Joseph,  who  is  kept 
entirely  in  the  background  in  the  third  Gospel,  is  quite  a 
prominent  figure  in  the  first.  I  ma}*  take  this  opportunity 
of  remarking  that  Joseph,  who  is  scarcely  noticed  again  in 
any  of  the  Gospels,  came  to  be  highl}-  honored  by  the  Chris- 
tians of  later  centuries,  and  was  glorified  with  especial  zeal 
and  enthusiasm  in  the  East.  The  day  of  his  death,  which  was 
fixed  on  the  20th  of  July,  was  celebrated  with  great  splendor. 
In  the  fifth  century  a  ^^  History  of  Joseph  the  Cttrpenter" 
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was  composed  expressly  for  use  on  this  occasion.  It  is 
still  preserved  among  our  Apocryphal  Gospels,  and  repre- 
sents Jesas  as  describing  to  his  disciples  the  life  and  still 
more  the  death  of  his  foster-father.  The  Catholic  Church 
has  enrolled  him  among  the  saints,  records  a  host  of  miracles 
performed  on  his  behalf,  and  honors  him  with  the  title  of 
"  Confessor  and  Patriarch."  Indeed,  a  few  years  ago  Pope 
Pius  IX.  commended  the  Church,  under  its  trying  circum- 
stances, to  St.  Joseph's  special  protection. 

But  to  return  to  our  story  and  the  difficulties  that  it  pre- 
sents. The  task  which  the  commentators  thought  it  their 
duty  to  undertake  in  the  interests  of  faith  was  three-fold. 
In  the  first  place  they  had  to  reconcile  Matthew  and  Luke. 
To  take  a  single  instance :  At  what  point  in  the  third  Gos- 
pel were  the  visit  of  the  magi  and  the  flight  to  Egypt  to  be 
inserted?  Not  after  the  presentation  in  the  temple;  for 
immediately  after  that  event  Joseph  and  Mary  went  back  to 
their  home  in  Nazareth,  and  were  therefore  no  longer  to  be 
found  in  Bethlehem.  And  yet  not  before  ;  for  the  child  was 
more  than  a  j-ear  old  at  the  visit  of  the  magi,  and  the  mur- 
derous plana,  of  Herod  would  have  made  a  subsequent  pre- 
sentation in  the  temple  impossible.  The  fact  is  that  there 
is  no  room  at  all  for  these  events  in  the  narrative  of  Luke, 
which  represents  the  birth  of  the  Messiah  as  having  been 
already  proclaimed  widely  enough  by  the  shepherds  and  by 
Simeon  and  Anna.  The  second  difficulty  refers  to  this  won- 
derful star.  In  ancient  times  the  Jews,  like  other  peoples, 
might  very  well  beheve  that  there  was  some  immediate  con- 
nection between  the  stars  and  the  life  of  man,  —  an  idea 
which  we  still  preserve  in  the  forms  of  speech,  that  so  and  so 
was  bom  under  a  lucky  or  under  an  evil  star.  They  might 
therefore  suppose  that  the  birth  of  great  men,  such  as  Abra- 
ham for  instance,  was  announced  in  the  heavens.  In  our 
century  however,  if  not  before,  all  serious  belief  in  astrology 
has  ceased,  and  it  would  be  regarded  as  an  act  of  the  gross- 
est superstition  for  any  one  to  have  his  horoscope  dra?ni ; 
for  the  course,  the  appearance,  and  the  disappearance  of  the 
heavenly  bodies  have  been  long  determined  with,  mathemati- 
cal precision  by  science.  But  if  this  is  the  case,  it  is  impos- 
sible that  the  magi  could  have  been  apprised  of  the  birth  of 
the  great  King  of  the  Jews  by  the  rise  of  a  new  star.  And 
yet  the  commentators,  in  their  efforts  to  rescue  the  credit  of 
this  story,  have  searched  the  heavens  with  the  utmost  dili- 
gence, have  talked  of  the  conjufiction  of  two  planets,  and 
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have  even  called  to  their  aid  a  certain  comet  that  wae 
observed  in  China!  But,  unfortunately,  the  phenomenon 
that  Matthew  describes  is  very  diflTerent  from  either  a  con- 
junction or  a  comet.  And  however  much  these  harmonizers 
might  congratulate  themselves  on  their  discovery,  one  does 
not  quite  see  how  a  star  in  the  heavens  could  point  out  the 
way  from  Jerusalem  to  Bethlehem,  advance  in  front  of  the 
travellers,  and  stand  still  over  one  particular  house !  This  is 
80  utterly  absurd  that  it  cannot  even  be  accounted  for  as  an 
optical  delusion.  The  third  point  of  difficulty  is  presented 
by  the  slaughter  of  the  innocents.  Not,  indeed,  that  Herod 
was  incapable  of  such  a  hideous  crime,  but  the  hopeless  stu- 
pidity with  which  he  is  represented  as  having  gone  to  work 
is  quite  inconsistent  with  his  well-known  craftiness.  He 
summons  the  magi  secretly,  as  if  on  purpose  to  arouse  their 
suspicions ;  he  is  afraid  that  they  will  not  return,  and  yet 
sends  no  one  to  observe  them  ;  he  gives  orders,  in  his  sense- 
less fur}',  for  a  wholesale  massacre,  when  he  could  easily 
have  discovered,  in  so  small  a  place,  the  particular  house 
and  child  that  had  been  honored  by  so  distinguished  a  visit ; 
he  does  not  even  so  much  as  inquire  whether  the  child  he  is 
looking  for,  and  against  whom  his  orders  are  directed,  may 
not  have  escaped  already.  Moreover,  Josephus,  who  gives 
us  a  minute  account  of  the  atrocities  perpetrated  by  Herod 
up  to  the  very  last  moments  of  his  life,  does  not  sa}'  a  single 
word  about  this  unheard  of  crime,  which  must  have  been  so 
notorious.  Surely  he  must  have  known  of  it,  and  must  have 
mentioned  it,  had  it  ever  been  committed ! 

I  will  not  delay  you  by  enumerating  the  devices,  sometimes 
very  ingenious  but  always  futile,  by  which  ancient  and  mod- 
em commentators  have  endeavored  to  escape  these  difficul- 
ties. You  must  have  already  discovered  the  tnie  character 
of  this  scene.  The  Christians  drew  it  in  accordance  with 
Uxe  indications  they  believed  to  be  contained  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, under  the  form  of  direct  prophecies  or  foreshadowing 
types.  The  writer  of  the  legend  of  Balaam  ^  had  sung  of 
*'  a  star  that  rises  from  Jacob,"  by  which  he  meant  a  glo- 
rious monarch,  and,  specifically,  Jeroboam  II.  But  in  later 
times  his  words  were  taken  to  mean  that  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah  would  be  heralded  by  a  star.  Thus  in  the  reign  of 
the  Emperor  Hadrian,  a  hundred  3'ears  after  the  death  of 
JesoB,  a  certain  Jew  who  gave  himself  out  as  the  Messiah 

1  Numbers  xxiv.  17.    See  70I.  li.  chap,  xviii.  p.  199. 
VOL.  111.  1 
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and  headed  the  last  great  insurrection  of  his  countrymen, 
assumed  the  name  of  Bar-Coc^hbah,  —  "  son  of  a  star."  As 
recently  as  in  the  fifteenth  century  of  our  era,  a  Jewish 
scholar  named  Abarbanel  (a.d.  1463)  concluded  that  the 
birth  of  the  Messiah  was  close  at  hand,  because  there  was  a 
conjunction  of  two  planets  in  the  sign  of  the  Zodiac  called 
the  Fishes  (Pisces),  which  Abarbanel  held  to  be  closely 
connected  with  the  fates  of  Israel !  At  the  birth  of  Moses, 
he  says,  the  same  phenomenon  occurred.  Again,  the  Chris- 
tians  read  in  the  Prophet  and  the  Psalmist^  that  the  princes 
of  the  heathen  would  come  to  the  light  of  Israel  with  pres- 
ents of  gold  and  frankincense,  and  bow  down  in  reverence 
before  the  great  King.  If  Jesus  was  the  Christ,  then  all 
this  must  have  been  fulfilled  in  him. 

But  there  was  more.  Antiquit}-  in  general  delighted  in 
representing  great  men,  such  as  Romulus,  C^tus,  and  many 
more,  as  having  been  threatened  in  their  childhood  by  fearful 
dangers.  This  served  to  bring  into  clear  relief  both  the  loft}- 
significance  of  their  future  lives  and  the  special  protection  of 
the  deity  who  watched  over  them.  The  Christians  were  fa- 
niihar  with  a  striking  example  of  this  kind  of  legend  in  the 
story  of  Moses.  As  Josephus  tells  the  tale,*  his  life,  together 
with  that  of  all  the  male  infants  of  about  his  age,  was  threat- 
ened by  Pharaoh  on  account  of  the  prediction  of  a  priest  that 
'*at  that  time  a  child  should  be  born  among  the  Israelites 
who  should  humble  Eg3T)t  and  exalt  his  own  people."  Later 
on,  again,  he  had  to  fly  from  the  court  for  his  life.  And  in- 
asmuch as  Moses,  the  mediator  of  the  Old  Covenant,  is  con- 
stantly brought  into  comparison  with  Jesus  as  the  mediator 
of  the  New,*  it  followed  that  the  experiences  of  the  former 
were  to  be  regarded  as  a  foreshadowing  t3'pe  of  the  lot  of  the 
latter.  Jesus,  no  less  than  Moses,  must  be  '*  tlie  child  of 
Providence."  Indeed,  the  writer  of  the  narrative  in  the  sec- 
ond chapter  of  Matthew  had  his  attention  so  closely  fixed 
upon  Moses  that  he  puts  into  the  mouth  of  the  angel  who 
addresses  Joseph  the  very  words  which  Yahweh  was  said  to 
have  uttered  to  Moscs.^  Even  in  later  times  the  Church  had 
not  forgotten  the  meaning  of  the  slaugliter  of  the  innocents 
of  Bethlehem.  Thus  Prudentius,  a  poet  of  the  fourth  century, 
sang  in  his  **  Hymn  for  Epiphany"  :  — 

1  Isaiah  xlix.  7,  Ix.  3-10;  Psalm  Ixxii.  10,  11.  «  See  vol.  u.  p.  IftO 

I  E.g,  Hebrews  iii.  1-6,  viii.,  ix.;  2  Corinthians  iii.  &c. 
*  Compare  Matthew  ii.  20  with  Exodus  iv.  19. 
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What  profit  on  that  fatal  dav  ? 

What  gain  from  Herod's  deed  of  dread  ? 

Alone  among  the  crowd  of  dead 
In  safety  Christ  is  borne  away ! 


So  from  the  wicked  Pharaoh's  face 
Escaped,  despite  the  fell  i 
Type  of  the  Christ  that  v 

Moses,  restorer  of  his  race ! 


So,  too,  the  Old  Testament  was  supposed  to  indicate  that  tho 
Christ  must  retire  to  Eg3'pt  in  order  to  come  back  again. 
For  Israel  itself,  oflon  called  God's  son^  or  God's  Jtrst-hom^^ 
was  the  type  of  the  Messiah,  the  Son  of  God.  So  tbe  Christ 
too,  like  Israel,  must  have  been  in  Eg3'pt,  and  what  was 
written  of  Israel,  "  Out  of  Egypt  have  I  called  m}'  son,"  ^  must 
actually  apply  to  Jesus  also.  Lastly,  the  wail  of  sorrow  raised 
over  the  inhabitants  of  Judah  carried  away  in  captivity  to 
Babylon  was  actually  forced  into  a  prophecy  of  the  murder 
at  Bethlehem.' 

But  the  whole  scene,  while  typifying  the  fulfilment  in  Jesus 
of  the  hope  of  the  fathers,  prefigured  in  the  history  and  ora- 
cles of  Israel  and  the  lives  of  its  heroes,  is  also  a  prophetic 
forecast  of  the  fate  of  Jesus  himself,  of  the  reception  which 
his  gospel  would  meet,  and  the  significance  of  his  person  lo 
the  world.  The  sword  hangs  over  him,  even  as  a  child,  by  a 
silken  thread,  and  so  will  dangers  ever  surround  him  on  ail 
sides ;  so  will  the  powers  of  the  world  ever  conspire  against 
his  flock;  But  as  God's  ej'c  keeps  watch  over  the  helpless 
babe,  so  shall  no  one  lay  a  hand  on  him  until  his  hour  is  come  ;  * 
so  shall  Providence  watch  over  the  Church  of  Christ.  Op- 
posed to  these  distinguished  heathen  who  come  from  distant 
lands  to  bow  down  before  Jesus  stands  Herod,  with  Jerusa- 
lem's citizens,  her  priests  and  her  Scribes,  at  his  side,*  shrink- 
ing from  no  enormity  in  his  attempt  to  crush  the  Christ.  Even 
80  shall  the  heathen,  with  their  longing  for  salvation,  their 
eagerness  for  the  gospel,  their  faith  and  their  reverence,  stand 
out  in  sharpest  contrast  against  the  blind  and  stubborn  hos- 
tility of  the  Jewish  nation.  These  sages  from  the  East  who 
fkH  prostrate  before  the  child  are  the  first-fruits  of  the  count- 
less host  who  shall  bend  the  knee  in  his  name,^  so  that  the 

1  Ezodos  iv.  22;  Jeremiah  xxxi.  9.  ^  Hosea  zi.  1. 

*  Matthew  ii.  17, 18.    Compare  Jeremiah  xxxi.  15. 

A  John  Tii.  80,  viii.  20.       ^  Matthew  il.  3,  4.        «  Philippiana  ii.  10. 
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very  cradle  of  Jesus  prophesies  of  the  subjection  of  all  tae 
heathen  world  to  him. 

It  is  upon  this  last  point  that  the  tradition  of  the  Church 
has  laid  the  greatest  stress.  As  if  instinctivelj'  feeling  that 
the  story  was  a  legend,  and  might  therefore  be  treated  with 
perfect  f^edom,  it  has  not  exactly  elaborated  the  narrative  of 
Matthew,  but  has  modified  it  and  made  it  more  definite.  The 
magi  were  changed,  in  accordance^  with  a  passage  in  the  Old 
Testament,^  into  kings,  and  their  number  fixed  at  three,  to 
correspond  with  the  three  presents  ;  their  names  were  said  to 
be  Melchior,  Caspar,  and  Balthazar,  and  each  was  made  the 
representative  of  one  of  the  three  quarters  of  the  world  known 
to  the  ancients.  The  j'oungest  of  them,  as  the  representative 
of  Africa,  was  alwaj's  represented  as  a  Moor.  In  their  gifts, 
too,  some  of  the  church-Fathers,  even  as  early  as  the  third 
centurj'',  find  a  symbolical  significance.  Jesus  received  the 
gold  as  king,  the  frankincense  as  God,  and  the  m3Trh  as  man, 
in  anticipation  of  his  martyr's  death.  Thus  the  poet  Juven- 
cus  (about  jl.d.  300)  says  in  a  line  of  his  Gospel  History :  — 

*'  Gold,  frankincenae,  and  myrrh,  to  the  King,  the  God,  the  Man  1  ** 

There  is  certainly  something  in  the  whole  story  that  stim- 
ulates the  curiosity  and  leaves  the  imagination  free  to  work. 
The  star  is  described  to  us  by  one  of  the  Apostolic  Fathers  * 
as  "  excelling  all  the  stars  in  brilliance,  of  indescribable  glory, 
and  astonishing  every  one  by  its  novelt3\  All  the  other 
heavenly  bodies,  with  the  sun  and  moon,  made  a  circle  round 
it,  but  it  poured  its  light  over  them  all."  In  the  course  of  time 
it  was  related  that  the  magi  came  from  Persia  to  Bethlehem 
in  consequence  of  the  predictions  of  Zoroaster,  the  founder 
of  their  religion,  that  they  were  led  to  the  place  by  an  angel  in 
the  form  of  a  star,  and  received  a  gift  from  Mary,  which  they 
gi'atefuU}'  accepted  in  return  for  their  presents.  This  gift 
was  one  of  the  cloths  in  which  the  child  had  been  swaddled ; 
and  when  they  came  back  to  their  own  country  they  kindled 
a  fire  (the  Persians  reverence  fire  as  divine)  and  threw  the 
cloth  into  it.  But  it  would  not  burn,  so  they  preserved  it  with 
the  utmost  reverence  among  their  treasures. 

Two  Apocr5T)hal  Gospels,  that  of  the  ''  Infancy  of  the  Re- 
deemer," in  use  among  the  Nestorians  of  Syria,  in  which  the 
story  just  given  occurs,  and  the  Latin  "  History  of  Mary's  Birth 
and  the  Childhood  of  the  Redeemer,"  are  particularly  full  in 

^  PBalm  Ixxii.  10;  Isaiah  zlix.  7.  *  See  p.  22. 
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their  accounts  of  the  joornej  to  Eg3rpt  and  the  sojourn  there. 
The  *'  Infancy"  makes  it  three  ^-ears  long,  whereas  the  ''  His- 
tory of  Joseph  "  only  makes  it  one  year.  All  sorts  of  won- 
ders take  place,  such  as  the  healing  of  a  demoniac  boy,  of 
two  women  possessed  by  devils,  of  a  deaf  and  damb  bride,  of 
a  leprous  girl,  a  leprous  prince,  and  a  3'oung  man  who  had 
been  turned  into  a  mule.  At  the  arrival  of  Jesus  in  Egypt 
the  idols  fall  prostrate, ^  robbers  fly  from  him,  dragons,  lions, 
and  panthers  do  homage  to  him. 

Would  you  like  to  have  a  specimen  of  this  literature? 
Here  is  one  from  the  Gospel  of"  Mary's  Birth  and  the  Child- 
hood of  the  Redeemer : "  — 

''  On  the  third  day  of  their  journey  from  Bethlehem,  Mary 
was  exhausted  by  the  heat  of  the  sun  in  the  wilderness. 
Seeing  a  tree  she  said  to  Joseph,  '  Let  us  rest  ourselves  in 
its  shadow.'  Joseph  led  her  to  the  spot  at  once,  and  helped 
her  to  get  down  from  the  ass.  When  she  had  seated  herself 
she  looked  up  into  the  foliage  of  the  palm,  which  was  laden 
with  fruit,  and  said  to  Joseph,  '  I  should  so  like  to  taste  the 
fruit,  if  only  I  could.'  But  Joseph  answered,  '  How  can  you 
think  of  such  a  thing?  You  see  yourself  how  high  up  the 
branches  are.  No !  what  I  'm  concerned  about  is  the  water. 
We  have  used  up  all  our  store,  and  we  shall  not  have  another 
chance  of  filling  the  skins  and  refreshing  oui*selves.' 

"Then  the  child  Jesus,  sitting  on  the  lap  of  his  mother 
tfie  Vii^n  Mary,  said  with  a  joyous  countenance,  'Bow 
down  your  branches,  O  tree,  and  refresh  my  mother  with 
your  fruit ! '  Immediately  the  tree  bowed  down  its  head  to 
Mary's  feet,  and  they  all  of  them  took  of  its  fruit  and  ate 
their  fill.  Still  the  tree  bowed  down,  waiting  the  conmiand 
of  Jesus  to  rise  up  again.  And  Jesus  said,  ^  Pahn-tree,  rise 
up,  be  strong,  and  share  the  lot  of  the  trees  that  are  in  the 
paradise  of  my  Father!  But  open  out  from  your  roots  a 
spring  that  is  hidden  in  the  ground,  that  water  may  flow 
out  of  it  to  refresh  us.'  Immediately  the  tree  rose  up,  and 
streams  of  pure,  cold,  beautiful  water  poured  from  its  roots. 
Then  they  rejoiced  and  refreshed  themselves  completely  both 
man  and  beast,  and  they  thanked  God. 

*'  The  next  day,  when  they  set  out  on  their  journey  again, 
Jesus  turned  to  the  tree  and  said,  '  Palm-tree  !  it  is  my  will 
that  one  of  your  branches  be  triansplanted  into  my  Father's 
paradise  by  one  of  my  angels.  And  this  is  the  blessing  I 
pronounce  on  you :  To  all  who  have  conqueied  in  the  good 
1  Compare  Isaiah  xix.  1. 
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fight  it  shall    be  said:    You   have  reached    the  palm    of 
victory.' 

^^  Hardly  had  he  uttered  the  words,  when  behold !  an  angel 
of  the  Lord  appeai*ed,  standing  above  the  tree,  and  took  one 
of  its  branches  and  flew  with  it  up  into  heaven.  And  Joseph 
and  Mary  were  overcome  with  deadly  fear ;  but  Jesus  said, 
'  Wh}' do  you  fear?  Know  3'ou  not  that  this  palm-branch, 
which  I  have  had  taken  to  paradise,  shall  be  a  joy  to  aU  the 
saints,  even  as  it  has  been  a  joy  to  you  in  this  wilderness?'  " 

But  what  shall  we  say  to  the  Egyptian  village  of  Matarea, 
in  which  they  still  show  you  a  sycamore  tree  that  is  said  to 
have  opened  when  Mar}'^  and  Jesus  were  pursued  by  robbers ! 
It  took  them  in,  and  then  closed  up  again.  When  the  rob- 
bers were  out  of  sight  it  split  in  two  once  more,  and  remained 
in  that  condition  until  the^ear  1656  a.d.,  when  a  great  piece 
of  the  trunk  fell  off. 

We  may  mention  here  that  the  Talmud  also  makes  Jesus 
go  to  Egypt,  not  it  would  seem  in  imitation  of  our  narrative, 
but  because  it  asciibes  skill  in  sorcery  to  him,  and  Egypt 
was  regarded  as  the  land  of  sorcerers. 

It  is  hardly  necessary-  to  contrast  the  simplicity,  the 
beauty,  and  the  deep  significance  which  mark  the  legend  of 
Matthew  with  these  senseless  stories  from  the  Apocryphal 
books.     The  difference  must  strike  every  one. 

A  word  in  conclusion  on  the  well-known  feast  of  Epiph- 
an}',  or  Twelfth  Night,  sometimes  called  on  the  continent 
"  The  feast  of  the  Three  Kings,"  which  is  held  on  January  6. 
Epiphany  means  the  appearance  or  manifestation  of  a  deity. 
The  feast  was  instituted  at  an  early  period  in  the  Eastern 
Church  in  commemoration  of  the  baptism  of  Jesus,  because 
he  was  supposed  to  have  assumed  his  divine  dignit}'  on  that 
occasion.^  Towards  the  end  of  the  third  century  the  feast 
began  to  be  celebrated  iu  other  quarters  in  commemoration 
both  of  the  baptism  of  Jesus,  when  he  was  made  known  to 
the  world  and  appeared  in  public,"  and  of  his  biilh.  When, 
in  the  course  of  time,  December  25  was  set  aside*  to  com- 
memorate this  last  event,  Epiphany  was  still  consecrated  in 
the  East  to  the  baptism  of  Jesus,  but  in  the  West  it  was  set 
apart  to  commemorate  the  visit  of  the  Wise  Men  of  the  East, 
"  the  revelation  of  Christ  as  the  redeemer  to  the  heathen 
world."  This  is  another  proof  that  the  Church  had  not  foi^ 
gotten  the  meaning  of  the  legend  in  Matthew. 

1  See  pp.  40,  41.  9  See  pp.  86,  87,  48.  «  See  p  6«. 
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Chafteb  VI. 

JESUS  IN  THE  TEMPLE  AT  THE  AGE  OF  TWELVE. 

LuKB  U.  40-52. 

IT  always  wakes  our  keenest  interest  to  know  how  a  great 
man  was  brought  np  and  educated,  to  see  how  fh>m  a 
helpless  little  creature,  in  no  way  distinguished  from  the 
ordinarj'  children  of  men,  he  raised  himself  step  by  step  to 
the  height  from  which  he  commands  such  universal  admira- 
tion ;  to  notice  the  special  circumstances  that  have  contributed 
to  develop  his  gifts  and  powers,  and  to  bring  out  his  noble 
character  in  all  its  strength.  From  this  point  of  view  even 
the  most  trifling  details  acquire  a  peculiar  interest.  But 
seldom  indeed  are  we  permitted  to  witness  this  fascinating 
spectacle.  As  a  rule  the  materials  are  very  insufficient,  and 
ijiagination  has  to  fill  in  many  a  gap  that  even  the  most 
careful  research  has  left. 

Nothing  could  be  more  natural  than  the  wish  to  learn 
something  of  the  childhood  and  youth  of  Jesus.  For  in  his 
case  more  than  in  any  other  we  long  for  accurate  information 
as  to  the  circle  in  which  he  grew  up,  the  circumstances  by 
which  he  was  surrounded,  and  which  helped  to  make  him  so 
great,  so  unique  among  men ;  in  short,  to  hear  in  what  way 
and  under  what  influences  his  character,  his  intellect,  and  his 
afTections  were  developed.  Where  his  actual  history  opens, 
and  he  emerges  fVom  obscurity  and  begins  the  work  of  his 
life,  he  stands  before  us  fully  equipped,  his  man^^-sided 
nature  already  matured  into  that  of  a  great,  a  noble,  a 
mighty  personality.  Can  we  possibly  succeed  in  penetrating 
here  and  there  to  the  silent  workings  of  his  spiiit,  in  gather- 
ing scattered  traits  to  throw  light  on  the  circumstances  of  bis 
bringing  up,  in  tracing  scattered  indications  of  the  course 
that  was  taken  by  his  inner  life,  of  the  forces  that  were 
brought  to  bear  upon  him  at  a  time  when  the  mind  is  specially 
receptive,  in  discovering,  at  least  to  some  extent,  how  and 
by  what  his  glorious  powers  were  so  finely  and  so  harmoni- 
ously developed?  We  know  what  he  was,  and  we  cannot 
lielp  asking  how  he  became  what  we  know  him  to  have  been. 

With  regard  to  this  time  of  preparation,  all  our  Gospels 
except  that  of  Luke  are  profoundly  silent.     At  the  end  of  Ms 
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account  of  the  birth  of  Jesus,  Luke  gives  us  a  geneitd  de- 
scription of  his  childhood  in  the  words :  "He  grew  up  and 
waxed  strong  and  was  filled  with  wisdom ;  and  the  grace  of 
God  was  with  him ; "  and  afterwards  he  thus  describes  his 
30uth:  "Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  in  stature  and  in 
favor  with  God  and  men."  Between  these  notices  he  inserts 
an  account  of  an  event  intended  to  bring  out  the  great  intel- 
lectual gifts  and  the  earnest  piety  which  distinguished  Jesus 
even  as  a  boy.     The  stor3'  runs  as  follows  :  — 

The  parents  of  Jesus  were  accustomed  to  visit  the  City  of 
the  Temple  every  Passover.  The  Law  commanded  every 
male  Israelite  to  ai)pear  before  the  face  of  Yahweh  at  each 
of  the  three  great  feasts ;  *  but  since  this  injunction  could 
hardly  be  carried  out  completely  by  those  who  lived  at  a  dis- 
tance from  Jerusalem,  the  most  magnificent  of  Israel's  festi- 
vals was  general^  selected  as  the  occasion  of  the  journey  to 
the  temple.  Women  were  not  ordered  bj'  the  Law  to  come 
up  also,  though  some  of  the  Rabbis  thought  their  presence  at 
the  Passover  desirable.  But  Mary's  pious  heart  urged  her  to 
accompany  her  husband.  On  these  journeys  the  pilgrims 
joined  t«>  make  up  caravans ;  and  on  their  way  they  raised 
their  voices  in  sacred  song,  and  their  hearts  were  filled  with 
the  thoughts  suggested  by  the  festival.  The  stay  at  Jerusa- 
lem itself,  which  extended  over  eight  days,  was  a  time  of  deep 
and  sacred  joy.  ^ 

Of  course,  no  little  children  would  be  taken  on  such  a 
journey  as  that  from  Nazareth  to  the  Holy  City.  But  when 
Jesus  was  twelve  years  old  he  had  sufiScientlj'  outgrown  his 
childhood.  The  people  of  Eastern  countries  are  grown  up  at 
a  much  earlier  age  than  here  ;  and  a  boy  of  twelve  was  con- 
sidered by  the  Jews  capable  of  taking  part  in  all  th6  practices 
of  religion,  and  was,  therefore,  called  "a  son  of  the  Law." 
Jesus,  then,  was  to  accompany  his  parents  on  their  journey 
for  the  first  time  in  his  life.  What  an  event  it  was  for  him  ! 
His  high-wrought  expectations  were  not  disappointed.  The 
very  journey  was  so  glorious ;  the  magnificence  of  the  temple 
so  imposing ;  Jerusalem  at  such  a  time  so  grand  and  so  full 
of  life ;  the  Passover  so  splendid !  Everywhere  the  religious 
wants  of  the  youthful  Israelite's  heart  found  satisfaction,  and 
the  impressions  he  received  could  never  be  forgotten. 

The  days  fiew  past,  and  Joseph  and  Mary  set  out  upon 
their  homeward  journey'.  But  Jesus  stayed  behind,  unknown 
to  tlicm.     When  they  missed  him  at  the  moment  of  their  do  • 

1  Exodus  xxiii.  17;  and  elsewhere. 
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pMtare,  they  thought  he  most  have  started  already  with  some 
other  company  of  pilgrims  from  Nazareth,  that  might  have 
left  Jenisalem  a  few  hours  before.  So  they  hastened  on  their 
journey  that  day,  in  hopes  of  overtaking  the  friends  or  rela- 
tives with  whom  they  expected  to  find  their  son.  But  when 
they  reached  the  first  station  at  Shiloh,  and  came  up  with  the 
caravan  of  the  Nazarenes,  they  sought  and  inquired  for  the  boy 
in  vain.  No  one  had  seen  him  or  knew  where  he  was.  Who 
can  describe  the  feelings  of  the  anxious  parents  ?  What  could 
have  become  of  him  ?  How  he  would  wander  about  in  that 
huge  cit3%  in  despair  at  not  finding  his  parents !  He  was  still 
so  young,  and  Jerusalem  was  so  great!  They  hurried. back 
with  the  utmost  speed.  They  made  inquiries  of  the  host, 
under  whose  roof  they  had  spent  the  preceding  week ;  but  he 
could  tell  them  nothing  of  the  boy.  They  applied  to  every 
one  they  knew,  but  all  in  vain ;  for  there  was  no  one  who 
could  give  them  any  news.  They  traversed  the  city  in  every 
direction,  and  hour  by  hour  their  distress  increased.  At  their 
wits'  end,  after  three  days'  search,  they  finally  ascend  the 
mount  of  the  temple,  pass  through  the  outer  buildings  of  the 
sanctuarj',  and  to  their  inexpressible  relief  they  see  him  in  a 
lecture-room,  or  in  the  synagogue  of  the  temple,  sitting  among 
the  Rabbis !  Thank  God  that  they  have  found  him !  But 
how  came  he  there  ?  And  what  a  child  he  is !  He  does  not 
show  the  smallest  sigu  of  anxiety  or  fear.  He  seems  com- 
pletely at  home  amid  his  surroundings.  His  glowing  cheek 
and  kindling  eye  speak  to  the  intensit}'  of  his  interest.  He 
catches  every  word  that  falls  from  the  teachers,  and  hangs 
upon  their  lips  as  they  argue  together  and  discuss  the  knotty 
questions  of  the  Law.  And  he  himselfr  too  simple-minded 
to  be  over-difiSdent,  sometimes  puts  questions  to  them,  for  the 
free  intercourse  then  customary  between  the  teachers  and  the 
taught  made  it  easy  for  him  to  do  so ;  and  when  the}'  asked 
him  questions  in  their  turn,  his  answers  showed  such  grasp 
and  penetration  that  all  around  were  lost  in  amazement  at  his 
knowledge  of  religious  things,  and  the  early  development  of 
sach  wonderful  powers. 

Joseph  and  Masy  looked  on  in  amazement,  and  then  made 
their  way  through  the  crowd  that  yielded  them  a  passage, 
wondering  to  see  them  press  into  the  inner  circle.  Did  the 
boy  flj'  to  them  as  soon  as  he  perceived  their  presence  ?  Far 
from  it  I  Mary,  as  she  threw  her  arms  about  him  and  pressed 
a  mother's  kiss  upon  his  forehead,  could  not  restrain  the  gen« 
tie  reproof:  '*  My  child,  wh}'  have  you  caused  us  all  this 
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pain  ?  Your  father  and  I  have  been  seeking  you  thimighout 
the  cit}',  with  almost  broken  hearts ! "  But  he  answered 
quietly,  as  one  who  feels  that  his  answer  leaves  no  room  for 
blame  :  "  But,  mother,  why  did  you  not  come  straight  to  the 
temple  ?  Did  you  not  know  that  I  must  be  in  my  heavenly 
Father's  house? "^ 

They  did  not  understand  his  words.  The  child  had  out- 
grown his  parents.  But,  at  any  rate,  they  had  found  the 
♦lear  one  the}'  had  lost ;  and,  without  thinking  of  opposing 
them,  without  so  much  as  asking  leave  to  stay  a  little  longer 
in  the  place  he  found  so  fascinating,  Jesus  followed  them. 
Then  they  began  their  homeward  journey  in  earnest;  and 
neither  then  nor  in  after  years  as  long  as  he  remained 
beneath  his  parents*  roof,  did  he  ever  fail  in  respect  or  obe- 
dience, or  give  them  the  smallest  cause  to  complain  of  him. 
This  event  made  a  deep  impression,  especially  upon  Mar3\ 
When  she  thought  it  all  over  afterwards,  she  felt  that  some 
great  destiny  must  surely  be  in  store  for  her  son. 

No  one  can  say  that  this  story  is  impossible.  The  remark- 
able and  early  development  of  intellectual  and  religious  power 
it  is  meant  to  illustrate  is  far  from  improbable.  Similar  traits 
have  been  observed  in  the  childhood  of  far  less  might}'  spirits 
than  that  of  Jesus,  and  the  Israelitish  boys  were  well  in- 
structed in  the  Law.  To  take  a  single  instance :  Josephus 
tells  us  that  when  he  himself  was  about  fourteen  years  old 
his  diligence  was  universally  commended,  and  that  the  high 
priests  and  chief  men  of  Jerusalem  constantly  came  to  him 
for  exact  information  and  guidance  in  cases  of  difficulty  I 
This  is  doubtless  an  exaggeration,  and  a  specimen  of  the 
historian's  ridiculous  vanity  (excessive  modesty  was  never 
one  of  his  failings),  but  it  shows  at  least  that  it  was  con- 
sidered nothing  unnatural  for  a  mere  boy  to  be  a  kind  of 
authority  on  points  of  learning.  Similar  stories  are  told  b3' 
other  contemporaneous  authorities  of  boys  ol  ten,  thirteen, 
and  fourteen. 

But,  on  llirther  reflection,  all  sorts  of  difficulties  occur  to 
us,  and  throw  great  doubt  upon  the  story.  We  can  hardly 
understand  the  parents  of  Jesus  being  so  careless  as  to  set 
off  without  exactly  knowing  where  he  was  ;  for  the  Evangelist 
evidently  does  not  mean  to  imply  any  intentional  disobedience 
on  his  part.  And  how  unnatural  is  the  conduct  of  the  boy 
towards  his  parents !  for  Mary  says  they  have  been  looking 
for  him  for  'Hhree  days,"  and  if  this  does  not  include  the 

1  After  an  amended  version. 
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Journey  to  and  from  Shiloh,  it  must  have  been  five  da3'8  since 
he  had  seen  them,  and  yet  he  evinces  no  delight  when  they 
meet  again  !  And  where  had  he  been  all  the  time  ?  Not  at 
his  parents'  former  lodgings,  or  with  acquaintances,  for  in  that 
case  Joseph  and  Mar}*  would  have  heard  of  him  at  once  ;  not 
with  any  true  friends,  or  they  would  have  taken  care  to  send 
him  after  his  parents  in  suitable  company.  There  are  other 
difficulties,  too.  We  find  him  in  the  midst  of  the  Scribes. 
There  is  some  ambiguit}'  in  the  expression.  Did  he  come  to 
them  as  a  pupil,  or  as  one  of  themselves?  And  wc  are  struck 
at  once  b}'  the  prominence  assigned  to  Mary,  in  this  as  in  the 
earlier  stories  of  Luke,^  whereas  in  reality  the  father's  au- 
thority was  ever}*  thing  among  the  Jews.  Nor  should  we 
expect  Jesus,  in  his  thirteenth  year,  to  speak  of  the  temple  as 
the  house  of  his  Father. 

The  story  is  hardly  to  be  reconciled  with  the  history  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus,^  but  of  course  that  is  nothing  against  it.  It 
is  somewhat  suspicious,  however,  that  the  childhood  of  Jesus 
should  be  described  in  the  same  words  as  that  of  John.'  liut 
our  doubts  rise  higher  when  we  begin  to  ask  whence  Luke, 
or  his  authority,  derived  the  story.  We  cannot  help  sus- 
pecting that  here,  too,  the  desire  to  lift  the  veil  that  hung 
over  the  youth  of  Jesus  made  the  later  Christians  fly  to  the 
traditions  concerning  the  heroes  of  the  Old  Testament.  Not 
to  speak  of  tlie  wonders  reported  of  Moses,  it  is  obvious  that 
Samuel  has  served  in  some  measure  as  the  model  for  the 
story.  In  almost  the  words  that  Luke  uses  of  Jesus  it  is 
said  of  Samuel :  "  He  increased  and  grew,  and  was  in  favor 
with  the  Lord  and  with  men."  Samuel's  mother,  too,  comes 
up  to  the  sanctuarj'  every  year,  and  is  a  more  prominent  fig- 
ure than  her  husband,*  just  as  Mary  is  here.*  And,  lastly, 
we  know  from  Josephus  that  Samuel  was  supposed  ''  to  have 
completed  his  twelfth  year "  when  he  experienced  his  pro- 
phetic call.* 

We  will  not  pronounce  any  very  decided  opinion,  however. 
The  story  certainly  rises  in  our  estimation  when  we  compare 
it  with  the  later  elaborations  of  the  Apocrj'phal  Gos^)els.  •  In 
that  of  Thoma$  we  are  told  that,  after  the  party  had  started, 
Jesus  secretly  returned  to  Jerusalem ;  that  he  silenced  the 
elders  and  the  teachere  of  the  people  by  his  questions ;  that 
he  himself  expounded  the  most  important  parts  of  the  Law 
and  the  similitudes  of  the  Prophets ;  and  that  the  Scribea 

1  See  p.  72.         «  See  pp.  66-58.         «  Compare  Luke  ii.  40  with  i.  80. 
«  1  Samuel  ii.  26,  i.  21  ff.,  ii.  19.  ^  See  p.  55.  ^  I  Samuel  iii. 
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and  Pharisees  congratulated  Mary  on  being  blessed  with  a 
child  who  had  given  such  an  unexampled  proof  of  glorious 
virtue  and  wisdom.  In  the  Gospel  of  the  ''Infancy  of  the 
Redeemer  "  we  learn  that  Jesus  disputed  with  the  Rabbis  as  to 
the  descent  of  the  Messiah,*  expounded  the  secrets  of  the 
Law  and  Prophets,  explained  to  an  astrologer  and  a  student 
of  physical  science  the  secrets  of  their  studies, — things 
which  no  created  intellect  had  ever  traced  out,  understood, 
or  penetrated,  —  and  thereby  excited  their  wonder  and  even 
their  adoration. 

Indeed  these  Gospels,  together  with  that  of  ''  Mary's  Birth 
and  the  Childhood  of  the  Redeemer,"  are  full  of  extraordinary 
stories  about  the  first  twelve  years  of  the  life  of  Jesus.  Most 
of  them  are  foolish  and  some  of  them  offensive  stories :  but 
we  must  not  pass  them  by  wholly  unnoticed.  One  of  them 
is  this :  That  Jesus  was  once  playing  with  companions  of 
his  own  age,  and  they  were  all  making  clay  animals,  such  as 
donkeys,  cattle,  and  birds.  Each  of  them  boasted  of  his 
own  productions,  and  said  they  were  better  than  those  of  his 
companions.  Then  Jesus  said  to  them,  ''  I  shall  command 
the  animals  that  I  have  made  to  walk  about."  The  others 
said,  mockingly,  '*  Then  you  're  the  Creator's  own  son,  are 
you?"  But  Jesus  told  his  clay  animals  to  walk  or  fly,  to  eat 
or  to  drink,  and  whatever  he  told  them  they  did.  When  the 
children  told  their  parents  what  had  happened,  their  fathers 
warned  them  never  to  play  with  Jesus  again,  and  to  avoid 
his  company ;  *'  for,"  said  they,  *'  he  is  a  sorcerer."  Another 
time  his  playfellows  had  hidden  in  an  oven,  and  the  women 
standing  in  front  of  the  house,  when  questioned  by  Jesus, 
said  that  there  were  not  an^'  children  there :  there  were  only 
some  little  three-year  old  goats  in  the  oven.  Upon  this 
Jesus  really  turned  the  boj^s  into  goats,  and  they  came  jump- 
ing out !  But  at  the  repeated  prayers  of  the  women  he  pres- 
ently restored  the  children  to  their  proper  shapes  again. 
One  day  as  he  was  playing  about  with  some  other  boys  he 
passed  by  the  workshop  of  a  certain  d3'er  of  the  name  of 
Salem.  A  great  many  pieces  of  clolh  belonging  to  different 
inhabitants  of  the  place  were  Ijing  there  ready  to  be  dyed  in 
various  colors.  But  when  there  was  no  one  in  the  shop, 
Jesus  ran  in  and  threw  all  the  pieces  of  cloth  into  the  same 
dyeing  pot.  Just  at  that  moment  Salem  came  back,  and  see- 
ing what  had  Lappened  burst  into  cries  of  anger,  and  ex- 
claimed indignantly  to  Jesus :    ''  What  have  you  been  doing, 

1  From  MaUhew  xxii.  41-46. 
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Jim  son  of  Mary?  See  what  mischief  3'oa  have  done  to  me 
and  mj  fellow-citizens !  for  each  of  them  wants  the  color  that 
suits  his  taste,  and  here  have  you  spoiled  them  all ! "  But  the 
boy  answered  1  "I  will  change  the  color  of  every  piece  of 
doth  that  you  want  changed/'  and  began  to  pull  them  one 
after  another  out  of  the  pot ;  and  behold !  every  one  was  just 
the  ook>r  that  the  dyer  wanted.  When  the  Jews  saw  this 
miracle  they  glorified  God. 

Sometimes  he  had  to  help  in  the  work  of  the  house.  For 
instance,  once  his  mother  sent  him  to  draw  water  from  the 
well.  But  when  he  had  filled  the  pitcher  and  was  drawing  it 
np  (or,  according  to  another  tradition,  as  he  was  cunying  it 
through  the  crowd)  it  broke.  Jesus  Instantly  spread  out  his 
handkerchief  (or  his  cloak),  caught  the  water  in  it,  and 
brought  it  to  his  mother.  At  this  time  he  was  six  years  old. 
In  the  month  of  October,  when  he  was  eight  years  old,  his 
father  went  to  sow  his  land  with  wheat,  and  Jesus  went  with 
him  and  sowed  one  single  grain  of  wheat.  Six  months  after- 
wards he  reaped  and  threshed  out  the  produce,  and  the  grain 
of  wheat  had  yielded  a  hundred  homers  (five  hundred  or  a 
thousand  bushels),  which  he  distributed  among  the  poor  of 
the  village.  Sometimes  he  went  with  his  father  to  work ; 
and  when  Joseph,  "  who  was  rather  a  poor  carpenter,"  hud 
made  any  thing  too  long  or  too  short,  or  too  broad  or  too 
narrow,  Jesus  had  only  to  put  out  his  hand,  and  every  thing 
was  as  it  should  be.  For  instance,  when  Joseph  had  made 
one  of  the  legs  of  a  couch  for  a  rich  man  too  short,  Jesus 
stretched  it  out ;  and  when  the  throne  for  the  king  at  Jerusa- 
lem, at  which  Joseph  had  been  working  for  two  years,  turned 
out  to  be  short  of  the  required  dimensions  by  two  spans  each 
way,  Jesus  set  it  right. 

He  went  to  school  under  several  masters,  and  astounded 
or  enraged  them  all  by  his  wonderful  abilit}'.  Of  course  he 
would  not  condescena  ^o  be  taught  by  any  one.  He  cursed 
one  master  for  striking  him,  and  the  teacher  fell  powerless 
upon  the  ground.  Another,  who  had  lifted  his  hand  to  strike 
him,  was  maimed  and  died. 

He  performed  all  manner  of  healings  of  the  «ick  and  rais- 
ings of  the  dead,  and  was  especially  active  in  restoring  those 
that  had  been  bitten  by  poisonous  snakes ;  among  others  his 
father  Joseph,  and  his  brother  James.  The  latter  had  met 
with  tiie  accident  when  sent  to  gather  wood.  Another  time 
Jesus  and  his  companions  were  pla3ing  at  being  kings. 
Jesus  was  the  king,  and  the  others  had  spread  their  clothes 
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upon  the  ground  foi  him  to  sit  upon,  and  had  woven  a  crown 
of  flowers  to  set  upon  his  head.  They  themselves  stood  at 
his  right  and  left,  like  the  body-guard  that  surrounds  a  king. 
Whenever  any  one  passed,  the  children  dragged  them  to  the 
throne,  and  said,  "  Come  here  and  do  homage  to  our  king, 
and  then  3'ou  shall  have  a  prosperous  journey."  By  and  by 
some  people  passed  who  were  carrying  a  sick  child  with 
them.  He  had  been  to  a  mountain  to  gather  wood,  and 
there  he  had  found  a  partridge's  nest ;  but  when  he  stretched 
out  his  hand  to  take  the  eggs  he  was  bitten  by  a  snake.  Ho 
was  now  at  the  very  point  of  death,  and  his  friends  were  car- 
rying him  home.  But  when  they  came  to  the  place  where 
Jesus  was  playing,  the  children  compelled  them,  in  spite  of 
their  sorrow  and  in  spite  of  their  resistance,  to  approach  the 
little  king.  As  soon  as  Jesus  heaixl  what  had  happened  he 
said  to  £ds  companions,  ^^  Let  us  go  and  kill  the  snake." 
The  parents,  sorely  against  their  will,  were  compelled  to  go 
with  them.  When  Jesus  ordered  the  snake  to  come  out 
of  its  hiding  place  it  obeyed  him,  and  sucked  the  poison 
out  of  the  wound  again.  Then  Jesus  cursed  it,  and  it 
burst  asunder,  but  the  child  got  well  again.  On  his  be- 
ginning to  cry,  Jesus  said,  "  Stop  crying,  for  3'ou  will  soon 
be  my  disciple."  This  boy  was  afterwards  the  Apostle, 
Simon  the  Canaanite. 

This  story  shows  a  desire  to  bring  into  contact  with  Jesus, 
while  he  was  still  a  boy,  the  people  who  were  afterwards  to  be 
connected  with  him  ;  and  there  are  other  tales  of  his  childhood 
due  to  the  same  tendency.  The  son  of  Annas  is  cursed  and 
dies,  because  when  Jesus  is  making  mud  sparrows  on  the 
Sabbath  he  finds  fault  with  him  and  spoils  his  play.  Judas 
Iscariot  is  possessed  by  Satan  when  a  child,  and  bites  every 
one  who  comes  near  him,  or  even  himself  if  he  can  get  at  no 
one  else.  His  mother  brings  him  to  Mar}-  to  be  cured,  and 
when  he  is  seated  b}*  the  child  Jesus,  Satan  falls  upon  him 
again  and  he  bites  Jesus  in  his  right  side  ;  but  at  that  very 
moment  Satan  rushes  out  of  him  in  the  form  of  a  mad  dog. 
This  Judas  afterwards  betrayed  his  master,  and  the  side  which 
he  had  bitten  was  pierced  by  a  Jewish  lance. 

Once  when  Jesus  was  coming  home  in  the  evening  with 
Joseph  a  boy  ran  against  him  and  knocked  him  down.  Then 
the  lord  Jesus  said  to  him,  ^^  As  3'ou  have  struck  against  me 
so  shall  you  fall  and  never  rise  again."  And  that  same  hour 
the  child  fell  down  and  died.  On  different  occasions  Jesua 
restored  a  dried  fish  to  liie,  went  into  the  den  of  a  lioness, 
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passed  dry-footed  through  the  Jordan,  whose  waters  parted  for 
him,  and  did  many  other  wonders. 

But  this  is  quite  enough!  No  one  will  deny  that  these 
stories  are  absurd  and  often  repulsive.  But  we  have  thought 
it  worth  while  to  notice  them  fbr  several  reasons.  In  the 
first  place  there  is  a  painful  interest,  from  a  historical  point  of 
view,  in  seeing  how  Christian  faith  degenerated  in  the  ancient 
Church,  and  in  what  kind  of  literature  thousands  of  Chris- 
tians, especially  in  the  East,  found  delight  and  edification  for 
centuries.  Agam,  these  stories  show  us  the  lengths  to  which 
invention  could  go,  and  the  wild  vagaries  to  which  an  un- 
bridled imagination  might  lead ;  how  little  the  true  greatness 
of  Jesus  was  kept  in  view,  and  how  unnaturally  the  love  of 
the  marvellous  distorted  his  image.  And  when  once  we  have 
observed  what  such  weaknesses  ma}'  lead  to  in  their  exagger- 
ated developments,  we  shall  be  ver}'  cautious  and  circumspect 
wherever  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  itself  betray  the 
first  beginnings  of  the  same  distortions  and  onesidedness ; 
such  as  love  of  the  marvellous,  superstitious  misapprehension 
of  Jesus  disguised  under  the  form  of  increased  reverence  for 
him,  and  the  tendency  to  call  in  the  help  of  the  imagination 
to  fill  up  the  gaps  of  history.  We  shall,  therefore,  uncondi- 
tionally reject  everj'  thing,  even  in  our  canonical  Gospels, 
which  contradicts  Nature,  or  is  inconsistent  with  the  human 
ity  of  Jesus. 

There  is  yet  another  point  of  view  from  which  these  stories 
are  not  wholly  without  value.  They  give  us  a  picture  of  Jesus 
playing  with  other  children,  going  about  with  his  brothers, 
helping  in  the  house  by  fetching  water,  for  instance,  joining 
his  father  at  his  work,  and  so  on.  Thus  the}'  place  him  in 
real  life  and  amid  the  surroundings  of  ordinar}-  mortals.  So, 
too,  the  healthy  intellectual  and  emotional  development  of 
Jesus,  his  "  increase  in  wisdom  and  in  stature,  and  in  favor 
with  God  and  men,"  his  obedience  to  his  parents,  and  his 
early  piety  are  the  main  points  enforced  by  Luke  in  his  two 
notices  of  the  child  Jesus  and  his  story  of  the  visit  to  the 
temple  ;  and  these  must  lie  at  the  foundation  of  every  attempt 
to  form  a  true  idea  of  his  early  life. 

But  what  right  have  we  to  begin  by  laying  down  these  two 
general  facts,  —  that  the  early  life  of  Jesus  was  in  every  other 
respect  of  a  very  ordinar}-  kind,  but  that  he  kept  his  soul 
wonderfully  pure  and  his  intellect  wonderfully  bright  ?  Our 
knowledge  of  his  future  life  gives  us  a  perfect  right  to  make 
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both  theso  assertions ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  his  own  family 
and  his  fellow-townsmen  were  utterly,  amazed  at  his  appear- 
ance in  public,  and  showed  clearly  enough  that  they  had  never 
seen  any  thing  very  remarkable  in  him,  and  had  never  ex- 
pected any  thing  particular  from  him ;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
Jesus  afterwards  displayed  not  onl3'  such  judgment  and  Imowl- 
edge  as  he  could  only  have  attained  bj'  profound  reflection 
and  strict  self-discipline,  but  also  an  entire  absence  of  that 
sense  of  guilt  which,  considering  his  keen  moral  perceptions, 
he  could  not  have  failed  to  experience  had  he  ever  soiled  his 
character  or  his  imagination  b}-  auj-  serious  trespasses. 

But  we  need  not  rest  in  such  general  assertions.  The  ac- 
counts we  have  of  his  public  life,  and  both  the  form  and  matter 
of  his  teaching,  warrant  us  in  drawing  further  conclusions  as 
to  what  took  place  before  he  began  his  ministry.  For  when 
we  listen  to  Jesus,  the  illustrations  and  parables  which  he 
uses  serve,  as  it  were,  to  lead  us  round  through  the  scenes  of 
his  former  life.  Nothing  escaped  his  observant  eye,  not  even 
the  most  commonplace  occurrences  and  occupations.  Again, 
we  are  not  without  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  his  people 
and  his  country  and  tlie  histor}*  of  his  times,  and  possess  de- 
tailed descriptions  of  the  natural  scenery  by  which  his  home 
was  surrounded.  From  all  these  materials  we  may,  without 
quitting  the  ground  of  histoiy,  restore  to  some  extent  the 
surroundings  among  which  he  lived  and  the  circumstauces 
under  which  he  grew  up. 

Galilee,  in  the  southern  portion  of  which  Nazareth  was 
situated,  was  a  denseiy  populated  district  of  extraordinary 
fertility.  Not  a  particle  of  ground  was  left  idle.  Pasturage, 
corn-land,  and  fruit  trees  were  all  excellent,  and  the  produce 
in  wheat  and  olives  was  perfectl^^  amazing.  The  population 
is  described  by  Joscplus  as  so  dense  that  (to  take  an  example 
ft'om  our  own  country)  on  an  area  about  equal  to  that  of 
Northumberland  there  were  ten  times  as  many  inhabitants 
and  more  than  two  hundred  cities  and  villages,  the  least  of 
which  had  a  population  of  more  than  fifteen  thousand  1  Of 
course  these  figures  must  be  exaggerated  ;  but  when  we  re- 
member that  the  Jewish  historian  was  writing  of  his  own  times 
and  of  the  district  of  which  lie  had  himself  been  governor,  and 
that  there  must  have  been  many  persons  living  who  could,  at 
least  to  some  extent,  have  checked  his  statements,  we  shall 
feel  that,  though  he  may  have  exaggerated,  he  can  hardl3' 
have  invented  his  facts,  and  that  the  population  of  Galilee 
mutt  really  have  been  very  great.    This  fertile  and  populous 
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district,  then,  was  marked  b}-  the  constant  stir  of  prosperous 
industry ;  life  and  animation  pervaded  it  from  end  to  end,  and 
the  interchange  and  conflict  of  ideas  formed  a  part  of  its  gen- 
eral activity.  The  Galilaeans  are  described  as  industrious, 
animated,  and  open-hearted  in  character,  faithful  and  stead- 
fast, warlike  from  their  yery  infancy,  easilj'  excited,  courage- 
ous and  patriotic,  and  strict  in  their  observance  of  the  precepts 
of  moralit3\  Of  course  all  these  circumstances  must  havti 
exercised  a  marked  influence  upon  the  development  of  the 
character  of  Jesus,  but  we  shall  not  attempt  to  trace  out  and 
identify  the  several  features  of  this  Galilaean  type  of  character 
in  him.  We  must  not  forget,  however,  that  he  was  the  wit- 
ness, in  his  youth,  of  events  which  must  have  contributed  in 
no  small  degi'ee  on  the  one  hand  to  quicken  his  enthusiasm 
for  his  people  and  his  religion,  and  on  the  other  to  make  him 
cjireful  in  his  selection  of  means  and  averse  to  violence. 
While  he  was  still  a  boy,  when  a  census  of  Judaea  and  Sama- 
ria was  taken  by  the  governor  of  Syria,  Judas  the  Galihean  * 
unfurled  the  banner  of  revolt,*  with  the  cry  :  "  No  master  for 
Israel  but  the  Lord !  Tribute  to  Rome,  or  submission  to  the 
stranger,  is  treason  to  Him  !  "  *  Would  not  the  youthful  Jesus 
Imm  with  zeal  for  the  sacred  cause?  Would  he  not  long  that 
he  were  old  enough  to  bear  arms  himself?  Would  he  not  pray 
that  the  Lord  might  send  his  blessing  upon  this  hero  of  the 
faith  as  he  had  done  on  that  other  Judas  called  the  Maccabee? 
But  in  spite  of  his  certain  hope  and  his  ardent  prayers  the 
legions  of  Rome  annihilated  the  rebels  after  a  hopeless  strug- 
gle, and  it  may  have  been  his  bitter  disappointment  in  the 
failure  of  Judas  that  first  led  Jesus,  reading  the  will  of  God 
recorded  in  the  event,  to  break  with  the  matenal  expectations 
of  his  people,  and  to  look  upon  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah 
chiefly  as  a  spiritual  deliverance  which  God  would  bring  about 
in  answer  to  the  faith  and  prayers  of  his  servants. 

The  whole  district  of  Galilee  was  a  glorious  region,  in 
which  the  beauties  of  Nature  displayed  themselves  in  the 
richest  alternations  of  hill,  valley,  and  table-land  ;  and,  since 
Nazareth  enjo3'ed  its  full  share  of  beauty,  it  would  not  be 
easy  to  over-estimate  the  etfect  of  its  magnificent  natural 
sconer}'  upon  the  heart  of  Jesus.  The  name  of  the  city  never 
once  occurs  in  the  Old  Testament  or  the  writings  of  Josephus, 
and  it  owes  its  fame  entirely  to  Jesus.  It  still  exists,  with 
its  three  thousand  inhabitants.     It  is  built  in  terraces  at  the 

1  Acts  V.  37.  2  See  pp.  4-7. 

<  Compuro  Matthew  zzii.  17  (Mark  zii.  U;  Luke  zz.  9S)« 
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foot  and  on  the  slope  of  one  of  the  Jhills,  among  which  it  nes- 
tles, and  is  shut  in  by  limestone  rocks.  The  climate  is  ver3 
health3' ;  the  houses,  hidden  behind  rows  of  vines,  cypresses, 
and  fig-trees,  interspersed  with  gardens  and  richty-cultivated 
fields,  or  palm  and  olive  gardens,  present  a  most  attractive 
appearance.  The  neighborhood  is  lovely,  and  a  short  ascent 
leads  up  to  a  table-land,  from  which  the  prospect  on  all  sides 
is  indescribably  beautiful.  How  often  must  Jesus  have  sat 
there  in  early  life  thinking  of  his  people,  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  of  the  kingdom  of  God  I  Travellers  of 
diflTerent  countries,  who  have  visited  these  delightful  valleys 
and  fertile  slopes,  unite  in  describing  the  region  as  a  perfect 
paradise.  The  well  is  still  shown,  which  eighteen  centuries 
ago  was  the  life  and  J03'  of  the  little  cit3%  where  every  evening 
the  women  came,  —  Mary,  of  course,  being  one  of  them,  — 
with  their  pitchers  on  their  heads,  to  draw  water  and  talk 
together.  A  narrow  vallej'  a  few  miles  in  length  leads  down 
from  the  city  to  the  plain  of  Jezreel. 

Amidst  scenes  so  lovely  and  so  sublime  did  Jesus  spend 
his  3'outh.  His  parents  had  to  support  themselves  by  the 
labor  of  their  hands  ;  *  but  the  wants  were  so  few,  and  the 
mode  of  Hfe  so  simple  in  those  regions,  that  poverty  was  not 
a  burden.  The  family  was  rather  a  large  one.  There  were 
five  sons  and  several  daughters,*  though  we  do  not  know  how 
many.  80,  of  course,  the}'  had  all  to  work  for  their  bread  ; 
and  we  find  it  mentioned  that  Jesus  himself  worked  as  a 
carpenter.*  A  tradition,  preser>'ed  bj-  an  old  ecclesiastical 
Father,  says  that  he  used  to  make  plows  and  ox-^okes.  We 
know  from  other  sources  *  that  it  was  not  considered  any  dis- 
grace to  be  a  workman.  On  the  contrary,  the  most  cele- 
brated of  the  Rabbis  all  learned  some  handicraft;  bj'  which  to 
support  themselves,  for  even  those  who  held  the  position  of 
teachers  were  not  accustomed  to  receive  mone}'  for  their 
lessons.  Thus  we  find  different  Rabbis  mentioned  as  shoe- 
makers, tailors,  bakers,  incense-makers,  buildera,  grave-dig* 
gcrs,  land-surve3*ors,  joiners,  tanners,  smiths,  and  what-not. 
One  of  them  said :  "  It  is  good  to  combine  the  study  of  the 
Law  with  some  handicraft  ;  for  the  exercise  of  both  together 
preserves  a  man  from  sin.  But  any  study  which  is  pursued 
without  a  handicraft  ministers  to  vanity  and  draws  sin  behind 
it."  But  to  return  to  Jesus.  Since  his  early  years  were  not 
spent  in  ease  and  luxury,  his  circumstances  early  developed' 

1  Matthew  xiii.  55.  <  Matthew  xiii.  55,  56  (Mark  vi.  8). 

*  liark  vi.  3.  **  Compare  Acts  zviii.  8. 
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his  character,  strengthened  his  will,  and  increased  his  knowl- 
edge of  life.  And  his  childhood  was  certainly  a  bright  one  ; 
for  when  he  was  a  man  he  looked  back  with  pleasure  upon 
his  childhood,  —  spoke  of  the  natural  simplicit}',  the  openness 
to  good  impressions,  and  the  innocence  of  that  time  of  life,^ 
and  recalled  his  childish  games,'  and  all  that  he  had  seen 
within*  and  without*  the  house. 

Of  Joseph  we  know  nothing  directly;  but  since  Jesus 
speaks  of  a  father's  love  as  a  reflection  of  the  love  of  God,* 
since  he  could  find  no  higher  or  more  glorious  name  for  God 
himself  than  that  of  Father,'  we  may  safely  conclude  that 
Joseph  was  a  faithfiil,  careful,  affectionate  parent ;  in  a  word, 
all  that  a  father  ought  to  be.  Of  the  brothers  of  Jesus,  we 
afterwards  meet  with  James  as  a  man  of  extraordinary 
strictness  of  principle,  immovable  determination,  and  great 
influence.'  Judas,  too,  seems  to  have  distinguislied  himself, 
for  it  was  certainly  not  firom  their  relationship  to  Jesus  only, 
but  also  from  their  personal  qualities,  that  the  ''  brothers  of 
the  Lord  "  were  regarded  among  the  earliest  communities  as 
equal  to  the  Apostles.'  We  may,  therefore,  safely  assume 
that  the  family  circle  in  which  Jesus  grew  up  was  far  from 
au  ordinary  one,  and  that  no  moral  stain  ever  cleaved  to  it. 
It  is  impossible  to  believe  that  there  was  ever  any  lack  of 
religion,  any  of  that  meanness  which  often  springs  from 
stress  of  material  circumstances,  or  that  cringing  which  a 
hard  and  embittering  discipline  may  produce,  in  the  home  at 
Nazareth.  It  deserves  notice,  too,  that  when  the  members 
of  the  family  had  gone  upon  their  several  waj's  in  the  world, 
the  old  bond  of  union  still  remained,  and,  in  spite  of  their 
diflerences  of  opinion,  they  retained  the  same  warm  interest 
and  care  for  one  another's  welfare.  • 

But  Jesus  differed  greatly  from  the  rest  of  the  family  in 
his  disposition  and  his  views  of  life,  and  he  must  often  have 
sadly  felt  the  want  at  home  of  that  sympathetic  and  intelli- 
gent appreciation  of  his  ideals  for  which  his  heart  longed. 
And,  in  saying  this,  we  refer  more  particularly  to  Mary. 
From  the  fact  that  most  great  men  have  owed  a  great  deal 
to  their  mothers,  it  has  been  supposed  that  Jesus  must  have 
done  so  too;  and  several  hints  contained  in  the  legendary 

1  Matthew  xviii.  3.  10  xix.  14  (Mark  ix.  36,  x.  13-16 ;  Luke  xviii.  15-17). 
S  Matthew  xi.  16,  17  (Lake  vii.  32).  8  Matthew  xiii.  33 ;  Luke  xv.  8,  9,  &c. 
«  Matthew  xiii.  3-8,  xx.  1-16,  &c.  «  Matthew  vii.  9-11 ;  Luke  xi.  11-13. 
9  Matthew  vi.  9,  &c.  7  Galatians  ii.  9-12;  Acts  xxi.  18,  &o 

•  1  Orinthians  ix.  5;  Acts  i.  13,  14;  Galatians  i.  19. 

•  Matthew  xii.  46  f.  (Mark  ui.  21,  31,  f. ;  Luke  viii.  19). 
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portions  of  Gospels*  have  been  adduced  to  prove  Ihat  it 
was  so.  We  certainly-  shall  not  he  wrong  in  supposing  that 
Mar}'  waa  a  devout,  gentle,  affectionate  mother,  and  that  in 
the  dispt)sition  and  the  outward  wa^s  of  Jesus  some  of  his 
mother's  characteristics  reappeared.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
an  impartial  consideration  of  the  facts  compels  us  to  admit 
that  Mary,  on  the  onlj'  occasion  on  which  she  appears  in  real 
histor}',  shows  herself  an  affection atety  solicitous,  but  also  a 
narrow-minded,  woman  ;  *  and  that,  on  the  two  occasions  on 
which  Jesus  indirectl}'  refers  to  her,'  a  kind  of  sadness,  a  tone 
of  disappointment,  is  perceptible  in  his  language,  which  may 
easily  be  explained  by  her  never  having  been  able  to  under- 
stand or  appreciate  him,  or  to  sympathize  with  his  aims.  It  is 
possible,  even,  that  the  visit  to  the  temple  rests  upon  some 
faint  reminiscence  that  Jesus  was  not  understood  b}'  his 
mother ;  that  even  in  earl3-  times  a  strong  desire  had  more 
than  once  come  over  him  to  escape  from  his  ordinary  employ- 
ments and  existence  and  enter  the  higher  regions  of  the  spirit- 
ual life,  but  that  tliis  disposition  had  given  his  mother  so 
much  pain  and  anxietj'  that  in  obedience  to  her  he  reconciled 
himself  to  the  ordinary-  course  of  life  again.*  However  this 
may  be,  Jesus  was  so  far  superior  to  those  about  him  that  we 
can  hardly  blame  his  mother  and  brothers  for  not  honoring 
him  as  he  deserved,  and  for  not  having  faith  in  him  during 
his  life.* 

Jesus  probably  never  went  to  school.  At  an}'  rate,  he  cer- 
tainlj'  did  not  attend  any  institution  for  teaching  the  theologi- 
cal lore  of  the  Scribes ; '  and,  indeed,  if  we  can  trust  the 
confused  accounts  of  the  Talmud,  public  teaching  was  not 
properly  organized  until  a  few  years  before  the  fall  of  Jeru- 
salem ;  so  that  in  all  probability  there  was  not  a  school  at 
Nazareth  when  Jesus  was  a  boy,  and  he  must  have  learned 
reading  from  his  father  or  mother.  But  in  ancient  times, 
especiall}'  in  the  East,  such  a  circumstance  did  not  necessarily 
implj'  a  defective  education  or  an}'  want  of  breeding  and  cul- 
ture. These  things  were  far  more  common  to  the  different 
classes  of  society  than  they  are  with  us,  and  were  not  in  any 
case  canied  to  a  very  high  pitch  of  refinement.     Indeed,  it 

1  Luke  1.  28,  30,  38,  42,  45,  46-55,  ii.  19,  51.  3  Mark  iii.  21. 

«  Luke  xi.  27,  28;  Matthew  xii.  47-60  (Mark  iii.  31-36;  Luke  viiL  l«-ai>. 

4  Luke  ii.  43,  48,  49,  50,  61. 

6  Matthew  ziii.  67  (Mark  vi.  4;  Luke  iv.  24:  John  iv.  44). 

*  Matthew  xiil.  54  (Mark  vL  2).    Couipare  John  vii.  15. 
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was  rather  an  adTantage  to  Jesus  than  otherwise  that  he  had 
not  been  to  the  universitj'  at  Jerusalem ;  for  the  hair-splittiug 
discussions  which  were  all  the  rage  there  would  only  have 
burdened  his  memory  and  perverted  his  reasoning  faculties, 
whereas,  as  it  was,  he  retained  the  originality  of  his  genius. 
We  must  never  forget  that  among  the  Jews  very  special  at- 
tention was  paid  to  the  education  of  children.  The  duty  de- 
volved upon  the  parents,  more  especially  upon  the  father,  who 
was  bound  to  take  every  possible  opportunity  afforded  by  daily 
life  *  of  impressing  upon  his  children's  minds  the  contents  of 
the  Scriptures,  especially  of  the  Law,  and  thus  instructing 
them  at  once  in  their  religious  duties  and  in  the  history  of 
their  countrj-.  This  duty  is  pressed  upon  the  parents  with 
the  greatest  emphasis  ;  and  the  children  in  their  turn  are  com- 
manded to  honor  then*  father  and  mother  in  the  commandment 
which  takes  the  highest  place  after  those  enjoining  the  duties 
towards  God.*^  Nowhere  else  in  antiquity  was  the  bond 
between  parent  and  child  so  close,  the  relation  in  which  they 
stood  to  each  other  so  well  regulated,  or  domestic  life  so  full 
of  affection  and  of  the  spirit  of  religion  as  in  Israel.  "Our 
glory  and  the  purpose  of  our  Uves,"  says  Josephus,  "  is  the 
eiucation  of  our  children  and  the  observance  of  the  Law." 

The  parents  were  assisted  in  their  weighty  task  by  the 
synagogue,  —  an  institution  which,  since  the  daj's  of  £zra, 
had  contributed  more  than  any  thing  else  to  make  the  Jewish 
pjligion  the  inalienable  possession  of  the  people.  The  histo- 
rian quoted  above  declares  that  reverence  for  and  obedience 
to  the  divine  commandments  were  impressed  upon  the  Jews 
from  earliest  childhood  as  the  principal  object  of  life  ;  so  that 
all  of  them,  so  to  speak,  knew  the  laws  earlier  and  better 
than  their  own  names.  "  They  are  so  imprinted  on  our  souls 
that  we  are  ready  to  die  for  them."  From  the  time  when  he 
was  five  yeare  old,  most  likely,  Jesus  regularly  went  to  the 
83'nagogue  at  Nazareth  week  by  week,'  and  there  he  always 
heard  a  portion  of  the  Law,  followed  by  a  portion  of  the 
prophets,*  read  and  explained.  Here,  too,  he  came  directly 
into  contact  with  the  religious  ideas  and  expectations  of  his 
people,  and  the  religious  life  of  the  time  tilled  his  bosom. 
Here  he  met  the  Pharisees,  the  devout  leaders  of  Israel,  and 
under  their  influence  he  was  penetrated  by  the  thought  that 

1  Deutenmomy  ti.  7,  90-25,  xi.  19;  Genesu  xriil  19;  Exodus  xii.  26  t; 
KJii  8, 14  f. ;  Joshua  iv.  6  f. 

*  Compare  ExoduB  xxi.  15,  17.  8  Luke  iv.  16. 

«  Luke  iv.  lU,  17;  Acts  xiii  16,  xv.  21. 
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the  Lord  demanded  righteousness  as  the  condition  of  his 
favor,  and  b}'  the  passionate  longing  for  Israel's  redemption 
bj'  the  coming  of  the  Messianic  kingdom.  Here,  too,  the 
most  beautiful  utterances  of  the  great  teachers  at  Jerusalem 
came  to  his  knowledge. 

What  good  use  the  eager  boy,  with  his  powerful  memory 
and  clear  judgment,  must  have  made  of  this  religious  teach- 
ing appears  not  onl}'  from  his  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  Phaiisees^  but  from  the  profound  and  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  Scriptures  which  he  afterwards  showed.  For 
when  we  remember  the  great  price  of  a  copy  of  the  Scrip- 
tui-e  we  can  hardly  suppose  that  the  carpenter  had  one  of  his 
own.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  he  may  have  possessed  a 
single  book ;  and  when  we  observe  that  Jesus  borrows  most 
of  his  quotations  from  the  oracles  of  Isaiah,^  the  conjecture 
forces  itself  upon  us  that  he  had  had  the  roll  in  his  own 
hands  more  than  once.  Certainly  the  prophets  had  a  far 
greater  charm  for  him  than  the  Law.  In  general,  however, 
he  must  have  gained  his  knowledge  of  the  Scripture  in  the 
synagogue. 

It  must  have  cost  Jesus  many  an  effort  in  after  life  to  raise 
himself  above  all  the  religious  prejudices  which  had  been 
instilled  into  him  from  his  ver3'  infancy.  But  we  must  not  for- 
get that  in  this  respect  again  his  education  in  Galilee  brought 
great  advantages  with  it.  Galilee  enjoyed  greater  religious 
freedom  than  Judaea,  from  which  it  was  separated  b}'  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  hostile  and  detested  Samaritans.  This  separa- 
tion from  the  focus  of  Jewish  orthodox}',  —  from  Jerusalem 
with  its  temple,  its  priesthood,  and  its  rabbinical  schools,  — 
necessarily  prevented  the  scholastic  love  of  hair-splitting, 
with  the  extreme  narrowness  and  formality  which  accom- 
panied it,  from  ever  thoroughly  taking  root  in  Galilee  among 
the  people,  or  even  among  the  Scribes,  — who  were  tolerably 
numerous  here  also.  Gahlee  was  peculiar  in  several  respects. 
It  was  so  near  Phoenicia,  Syria,  and  Arabia  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  avoid  intercourse  with  the  heathen ;  and  indeed 
some  of  the  Galilsean  towns  themselves,  —  such  as  Tiberias, 
Kadesh,  and  Scythopolis,  — had  a  heathen  population.  These 
things  could  not  fail  insensibly  to  widen  the  horizon  of  the 
inhabitants.  For  these  and  other  reasons  the  Galilseans  were 
held  in  small  esteem  at  Jerusalem.     They  were  said  to  be 

1  E.g.  Matthew  xi.  5:  from  Isaiah  xxix.  18,  xxxv.  3,  Ixi.  1;  Matthew  xiiL 
14  f. ;  from  Isaiah  yi.  9,  10 ;  Matthew  xr.  8  f. ;  from  Isaiah  xxix.  13;  Matthew 
kxi.  13  ;  from  Isaiah  Ivi.  7 ;  Matthew  xxi.  33 ;  from  Isaiah  v.  1,  &c. 
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deficient  in  knowledge  of  the  Law.  It  was  said  contemp- 
tuously, "There  are  no  priests  among  the  Galilaeans,"  and 
*'They  do  not  learn  the  Law  firom  one  teacher."  Their  pro- 
Tincial  pronunciation  was  ridiculed.  From  time  to  time,  in- 
deed, Scribes  from  Jerusalem  would  visit  Galilee  ;  ^  but  their 
stay  was  limited,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  at  this  period 
they  ever  went  to  Nazareth. 

This  is  all  we  know  of  the  early  life  of  Jesus.  lu  the  fore- 
ground we  must  place  his  own  singular  exaltation  of  charac- 
ter, the  great  gifts  of  heart  and  head  which  God  had  entrusted 
to  him.  Then  we  must  take  into  account  the  circumstances, 
in  man}'  respects  decidedly-  favorable,  which  contributed  to 
the  development  of  his  character.  It  appears  from  the  tran- 
quil conscience  and  the  exalted  self-reliance  of  the  man  Jesus 
tJiat  this  development  took  place  without  any  great  shocks  to 
contaminate  his  moral  life,  without  stagnation  and  without 
disturbance.  Though  he  had  never  put  himself  forward, 
though  his  appearance  as  a  prophet  caused  general  amaze- 
ment among  his  townsmen,^  yet  he  had  quietly  matured 
himself  for  the  task  which  God  would  assign  to  him.  Evei 
increasing  in  love  of  God  and  of  his  neighbor,  fervently  long- 
ing for  the  coming  of  God*s  kingdom,  he  steadilj'  ''  grew  in 
wisdom  and  in  favor  with  God  and  man." 

Would  that  the  same  could  be  said  of  the  early  life  and 
development  of  all  of  us !  Which  of  us,  with,  the  example 
of  Jesus  before  him,  must  not  reproach  himself  with  time 
wasted  or  worse  than  wasted,  with  want  of  respect  and 
obedience,  with  unclean  imaginations  or  evil  practices,  with 
weakness  of  will,  want  of  love,  and  a  hundred  things  be- 
side ! 

John,  so  far  as  we  know,  was  the  only  master,  in  the 
proper  sense,  that  Jesus  ever  had.  This  man  exercised  a 
decisive  Influence  upon  the  formation  of  his  ideas  and  pro- 
jects, and  upon  his  whole  subsequent  history ;  but  of  him, 
and  of  the  movement  to  hasten  the  coming  of  the  Mes- 
sianic age  associated  with  his  name,  we  must  speak  in  a 
separate  chapter. 

1  Matthew  xv.  1  (Mark  iii.  22,  vii.  1). 
t  Matthev  xiu.  54-57  (Mark  vL  2,  8). 
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Chapter  VII. 
JOHN     THE    BAPTIST. 

LuKB  ni.  1-18.1  ' 

THE  stories  we  have  been  dealing  with  hitherto  are  bat  an 
introduction  to  the  Gospel  histor}'.  We  are  now  ap- 
proaching the  history  itself,  and  are  therefore  immediately 
transported  to  a  considerably  later  period,  and  at  the  same 
time  placed  on  somewhat  firmer  ground.  The  years  over 
which  the  work  of  John  and  Jesus  extended,  and  the  precise 
period  at  which  the  former  began  his  public  life,  cannot  be 
fixed  with  certainty.  Luke  speaks  of  the  fifteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  Tiberius,  which  would  fall  in  the  years  twent}'- 
eight  and  twenty-nine  of  our  era ;  but  this  Evangelist  is  very 
inaccurate  in  his  dates,  and  his  knowledge  of  histor}-  in  gen- 
eral leaves  much  to  be  desired.^  In  this  very  year,  for 
instance,  he  mentions  a  certain  Lj'sanias  as  governor  of 
Abilene  (a  principality  northeast  of  Palestine,  not  far  from 
Damascus) ,  whereas  this  man  had  really  been  murdered  more 
than  half  a  centur}"*  before.  Again,  he  mentions  both  Annas 
and  Caiaphas  as  high  priests  at  the  time.  Caiaphas  did  reall3^ 
hold  the  oflSce  from  a.d.  18  to  a.d.  36,  but  Annas  had  been 
deposed  in  a.d.  14.  We  can  therefore  place  Jbut  small  reli- 
ance on  the  statement  of  Luke;  but  other  considerations 
prevent  our  departing  from  it  very  far.  We  may  take  it  as 
certain  that  John  did  not  come  forward  before  a.d.  28,  and 
A.D.  33  is  the  extreme  limit  on  the  other  side.  On  the  whole, 
this  latter  date  ma}'  be  taken  as  the  most  probable. 

These  were  sad  times  for  Israel,  —  times  of  deep  humilia- 
tion and  ever-growing  discontent.  The  Roman  governor, 
Pontius  Pilate,  was  wholly  unfitted  for  his  post.  A  Jewish 
writer  of  the  period,  the  Alexandrian  philosopher  Philo, 
speaks  of  Pilate  as  obstinate  and  inexorable  in  character, 
mentions  his  reckless  arrogance  and  his  furious  temper,  and 
sums  up  the  crimes  of  his  government  as  follows :  venality, 
violence,  robbery,  outrage,  bullying,  constant  executions 
without  legal  trial,  unbounded  and  unendurable  cruelty. 
Now  the  Jews  could  bear  much  if  their  religious  peculiarities 
were  respected ;  but  Pilate,  who  did  not  in  the  least  under- 
1  MAtUiow  ill.  1-13 ;  Mark  i.  1-S.  '^  See  pp.  55,  56. 
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■taad  them,  and  had  no  desire  to  please  them,  exasperated 
them  quite  needlessly  in  this  respect.  He  began  his  rule  by 
a  fake  step,  which  he  could  never  recover;  for  when  the 
Roman  troops  were  marching  to  Jerusalem,  to  go  into  winter 
qnarters  there,  he  ordered  them  to  take  their  standards,  with 
the  silver  busts  of  the  emperor  to  which  divine  honors  were 
paid,  into  the  city  with  them.  The  order  was  carried  out  un- 
der cover  of  the  night ;  but  in  the  morning,  when  the  citizens 
perceived  these  images  in  the  citadel  right  opposite  the  tem- 
pJe,  a  great  cr^'  of  horror  rose.  The  abomination  of  idolatry 
in  the  holy  cit}* !  No  previous  governor  liad  ever  attempted 
such  a  thing.  Whole  troops  of  Jews  set  out  for  Csesarea  to 
implore  Pilate  to  remove  the  offence.  He  refused.  Five 
whole  da3's  they  persisted,  night  and  day,  and  could  not  be 
removed  from  the  spot.  On  the  sixth  day  he  summoned 
them  into  the  circus ;  and  when  they  raised  their  impetuous 
cry  once  more  a  band  of  soldiers  suddenly  rushed  upon  them 
with  naked  swords,  but  the  Jews  flung  themselves  upon  the 
ground,  laid  bare  their  necks  to  the  sword,  and  declared 
that  the}'  would  die  rather  than  violate  the  Law.  Even  Pilate 
shrank  fi-om  such  a  massacre,  and,  in  amazement  at  their 
obstinacy,  ordered  the  images  to  be  brought  back  to  Caes- 
area.  But  afterwards  he  suspended  on  the  walls  of  his  pal- 
ace at  Jerusalem,  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  Herod  I., 
some  thickly-gilt  shields,  with  a  short  inscription  to  Tiberius. 
This  he  did,  according  to  Philo,  less  for  the  sake  of  honoring 
the.  emperor  than  to  annoy  the  Jews.  The  result  was  re- 
newed resistance,  —  the  sons  of  Herod  j)lacing  themselves  at 
the  head  of  the  people.  The  governor  was  obstinate  ;  but  a 
petition  to  Tiberius  secured  the  removal  of  the  obnoxious 
shields.  Even  when  Pilate  benefited  the  Jews,  he  did  it  so 
clumsily  as  to  raise  bad  blood.  Thus,  when  he  built  a  new 
aqueduct  for  Jerusalem,  he  laid  hold  of  the  treasures  of  the 
t«imple  to  defray  the  cost.  A  riot  and  consequent  massacre 
were  the  results.  On  another  occasion  he  ordered  certain 
GaliUean  pilgrims  to  be  slaughtered  in  the  temple,  so  that 
their  blood  was  mingled  with  that  of  their  sacrifices.^ 

Now  it  happened  at  this  as  at  other  periods  of  Jewish 
history  that  the  deep  depression  of  the  times,  when  ^^  the 
Lord  hid  his  countenance  and  gave  over  his  people  to  the  re- 
proaches of  the  heathen,"  ^  roused  with  new  strength  in  the 
noblest  sons  of  Israel  their  hope  in  God  and  his  deliverance. 
While  the  high  priest  and  the  whole  party  of  the  Sadducees 

1  Luke  xiiL  1.  s  Fsalms  xliv.  12-14,  24. 
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usually  kept  on  a  good  understanding  with  the  goyemoft 
while  the  Scribes  and  most  of  the  adherents  of  the  Pharisaio 
party  consoled  themselves  with  hair-splitting  studies  of  the 
Law  and  the  tradition,  or  with  scrupulously  observing  and 
enforcing  the  countless  precepts  of  a  frivolous  fonnaiit}-; 
while  the  people  murmured  but  never  thought  of  seeking  the 
guilt  in  their  own  hearts,  and  humbling  themselves  before  the 
Lord ;  while  the  pious  sighed  but  saw  no  light,  —  a  man 
stood  up  in  the  wilderness  of  Judah,  and,  in  the  strength  of 
his  trust  in  God,  promised  an  end  to  all  this  misery.  Nay, 
more,  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  God  in  his  heart  he  sought 
to  make  Israel's  deliverance  possible ;  for  he  knew  that  those 
only  could  be  rescued  and  delivered  who  bowed  beneath  the 
chastening  rod  of  the  Lord,  and  did  penance  for  their  sins. 
In  the  sufferings  of  his  people  he  saw  an  indication  that  the 
promises  of  God  to  the  foimer  generations  were  on  the  point 
of  being  fulfilled,  for  these  things  could  noc  last,  and  humilia- 
tion and  misery  could  go  no  further ;  but  at  the  same  time  he 
recognized  in  tiiem  a  righteous  visitation  on  the  people's  sins, 
and  the  announcement  of  the  great  judgment  of  God,  in 
which  all  the  impious  should  be  destroyed.  He  felt  that  the 
Messianic  age,  and  the  fearful  day  of  judgment  that  would 
inaugurate  it,  were  now  close  at  hand.  Nothing  was  Want- 
ing but  one  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord  and  make  Israel 
ready  for  his  coming.  This  task  he  therefore  took  upon  him- 
self, that  he  might  hasten  the  dawn  of  the  glorious  future. 
''Repent,  for  the  Messianic  kingdom  is  at  hand,"*  —  such 
was  the  substance  of  his  preaching. 

He  was  certainly  not  alone  in  his  wishes  and  his  expecta- 
tions, but  gave  utterance  to  what  was  in  the  heart  of  many 
more  whose  fervent  prayers  rose  to  the  God  of  Israel,  and 
who  longed  for  the  Messianic  kingdom  more  eagerly  than 
ever.  But,  to  say  nothing  of  the  st^^rn  enthusiasm  with 
which  he  preached  repentance,  no  one  before  him  had  had 
the  courage  to  speak  in  so  decisive  a  tone,  and  to  put  his 
own  hand  to  the  work ;  though  now  that  he  had  once  made 
himself  the  mouth-piece  of  the  high-wrought  Messianic  ex- 
pectations of  his  time,  his  words  found  an  echo  everywhere. 
The  news  of  his  appearance  spread  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land.  It  penetrated  even  to  the  distant  Gali« 
lee,  that  had  been  spared  the  Roman  supremacy  so  far ;  and 
from  the  secluded  Nazareth  there  came  to  the  preacher  of  re- 
jentanoe  the  man  who  was  to  be  his  successor  and  far  more 

1  MatUiew  ill  2. 
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besides.  But  it  was  chiefly  in  Judaea  and  Samaria,  groaning 
under  the  tyranny  of  Pilate,  that  the  fuel  was  collected  into 
which  the  spark  was  thrown.  From  Jerusalem,  from  all 
Jndsea,  from  the  whole  region  round  about  the  Jordan,^  the 
people  streamed  to  hear  the  new  preacher.  And  though  the 
Samaritans  of  course  could  not  go  to  a  Jewish  man  of  God, 
jet  we  shall  hardly  be  wrong  in  connecting  a  similar  move- 
ment which  rose  in  Samaiia  not  long  afterwards  with  the 
appearance  of  John  in  Israel.  For  in  Samaria,  too,  a  popu- 
lar leader  appeared,  and  promised  to  show  his  fellow-countr}'- 
men  the  spot  on  Mount  Gerizim  in  which  were  buried  the 
tables  of  the  Law,  the  golden  basin  of  manna,  and  other 
sacred  objects  which  had  long  been  lost,  but  which  popular 
tradition  and  belief  declared  were  to  be  discovered  again  in 
the  Messianic  age.'  This  man  was  followed  by  a  large  and 
constantly-increasing  crowd  of  delighted  enthusiasts;  but 
Pilate  sent  his  cavalry  and  heavy  infantry  to  the  spot,  and 
the  attempt  to  found  the  Messianic  kingdom  was  quenched 
in  blood. 

In  a  word,  the  whple  movement  to  which  the  New  Testa- 
ment and  other  writings  of  the  same  period  bear  witness 
received  its  decisive  impulse  from  the  preacher  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Judah.* 

Who  was  this  man?  Nothing  but  his  bare  name,  John, 
is  preserved.  Neither  Josephus  nor  the  historical  portions 
of  the  Gospels  tell  us  so  much  as  his  father's  name.  His 
title,  '^the  Baptist,"  superseded  the  usual  style  of  ^^  John, 
the  son  of  so  and  so."  It  is  not  impossible,  however,  to  ar- 
rive at  certain  more  or  less  probable  conclusions  with  regard 
to  his  origin  and  education. 

Probably  he  was  a  Judsean  by  birth.  All  our  accounts  of 
his  preaching  in  the  wilderness  of  Judah*  authorize  the  sup 
position  that  he  was  not  a  stranger  there,  but  felt  completely 
at  home  on  the  scene  of  his  activity.  The  figures  of  speech 
he  uses,  the  mode  of  life  he  adopted,  the  extreme  privations 
to  which  he  subjected  himself,  all  confirm  us  in  our  opinion. 
His  life  was  an  unbroken  fast  ;^  that  is  to  say,  he  ate  only 
what  was  absolutely  necessary  to  sustain  life,  nothing  but 
what  the  sterile  country  itself  could  furnish.  He  quenched 
his  thirst  at  the  spring,  and  stayed  his  hunger  with  locusts 

1  ICatthew  iii.  6  (Mark  i.  b). 

*  S  Maccabees  ii.  4^ ;  Sevdation  ii.  17,  xi.  19.  •  Matthew  zi.  18. 

«  See  vol.  i.  p.  518.  6  Matthew  xi.  18. 
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diied  in  tlie  sun,  with  wild  honey,  and  other  such  food.     He 
was  a  genuine  son  of  the  wilderness. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  these  particulars ;  for  the  region 
between  Jerusalem  and  the  Dead  Sea,  however  monotonous 
and  inhospitable,  was  the  scene  of  high-wrought  spiritual  life. 
John  was  not  the  only  eremite  who  withdrew  from  all  the 
pleasures  of  life  into  this  wilderness,  and  collected  a  band  of 
disciples  about  him  by  the  fame  of  his  sanctity.  About 
twenty  years  later  we  hear  of  a  certain  Ban  us  who  dwelt 
there,  clothed  in  the  bark  of  trees,  eating  nothing  but  the 
natural  products  of  the  soil,  and  constantly  bathing  day  and 
night  in  cold  water.  We  know  of  him  through  Flavins 
Joscphus,  who  joined  him  in  early  life  and  remained  with 
him  three  years.  He  was  certainl}'  not  his  first  or  only 
disciple. 

Of  far  gi'eater  importance,  however,  are  the  colonies  or 
h^anlets  of  the  Essencs,  which  were  situated,  at  the  beginning 
of  our  era,  just  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Dead  Sea.^  Here 
lived  the  Essenes,  secluded  from  the  turmoil  of  societ}-,  a 
close  oixlcr  into  which  no  one  could  be  aeceived  except  after 
a  novitiate  ol"  three  years,  and  alter  taking  a  solemn  oath. 
All  distinctions  between  rich  and  poor,  slaves  and  freemen, 
were  annulled ;  but  unconditional  obedience  to  the  laws  and 
regulations  of  the  order,  and  to  the  leaders  and  older  mem- 
bers, was  exacted,  and  an  iron  discipline  reigned  supreme. 
The  Essenes  were  unmarried  and  observed  the  strictest  absti- 
nence, refraining  from  the  use  of  meat,  of  wine,  and  of  spirits  ; 
offering  earlj'  morning  prayers,  pursuing  jKjaceful  industries, 
observing  the  Sabbath  with  incredible  minuteness,  performing 
numerous  ceremonial  ablutions,  partaking  of  a  common  meal, 
and  devoting  themselves  to  pious  reflections  and  speculations 
as  to  the  future,  in  which  in  all  probability  the  Messianic  ex- 
pectation occupied  a  prominent  position. 

Of  course  John  must  have  known  of  this  sect,  and  must 
have  felt  its  influence.  Indeed,  he  has  frequently  been  re- 
garded as  himself  a  member  of  the  order  of  Essenes.  But 
this  is  a  mistake.  His  style  of  life,  it  is  true,  reminds  us  of 
theirs ;  but  he  stood  alone,  and  belonged  to  no  close  society. 
He  submitted  his  followers  to  baptism  only  once  in  their  lives, 
and  exacted  no  oath  from  them.  Above  all  he  had  none  of 
that  dread  of  ceremonial  uncleanness^  which  made  the  Es- 
senes shrink  with  the  utmost  horror  from  all  contact  with 
pablicans  or  outcast  women.  But  no  one  can  say  how  far  he 
-  Compare  p.  6.  ^  Matthew  xxi.  38. 
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waft  carried  away  by  the  intensity  of  the  spiritual  life  that 
drew  hermits  and  monks  to  these  regions  above  all  others ; 
how  far  the  impressions  he  there  received  may  have  con- 
tributed  to  wake  the  sense  of  his  vocation,  the  longing  to  do 
something  for  God  and  his  people,  the  hope  that  the  Messi- 
anic kingdom  might  be  founded !  His  person  was  impressive 
and  conmianding,  his  preaching  bold  and  stem,  even  to  the 
point  of  harshness ;  both  were  threatening  and  sombre,  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  wilderness  which  was  the  scene  of 
his  activity. 

We  can  see  him  still  in  imagination,  with  the  rough  mantle 
of  camel's  hair  thrown  upon  his  naked  body,  bound  round  his 
waist  with  a  leather  girdle.  Such  a  garment  was  worn  in 
sign  of  penitence ;  but  it  seems  also  to  have  been  the  usual 
costume  in  ancient  times  of  all  who  would  announce  them- 
selves as  prophets.*  In  the  case  of  Elijah  both  the  girdle 
and  mantle  are  especially  mentioned.'  And  John  came  in 
Elijah's  place.  No  touching  lamentation  like  Jeremiah's,  no 
rapturous  strain  of  consolation  like  the  second  Isaiah's,'  need 
be  looked  for  from  his  lips,  —  but  preaching  terrible  as  the 
thunder !  Elijah  had  been  called  "  the  prophet  of  fire,  whose 
word  bamed  like  a  torch  ; "  and  must  not  John,  in  taking  up 
the  task  that  had  been  assigned  to  Elijah,  regard  himself  as 
^^  ordained  in  the  Scripture  to  preach  repentance  in  those 
times,  to  turn  away  the  wrath  of  God  before  it  broke  forth  at 
the  Messianic  judgment,  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to 
the  children  again,  and  restore  the  tribes  of  Jacob  ?  "  ^ 

Sach  was  the  spirit  in  which  he  undertook  his  task.  ^^  Re- 
pent," he  cried,  "for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  near!" 
Malachi  had  threatened,  "  Behold  the  day  of  judgment  comes, 
burning  like  a  furnace,  and  all  the  proud  and  sinful  shall  be 
as  stubble,  and  the  da}'  that  is  drawing  near  shall  consume 
them  with  fire  till  neither  root  nor  branch  be  left.  Who  shall 
abide  when  Yahweh  appears?"'  And  in  the  same  spirit 
John  rose  up,  lest  the  Lord  when  he  came  in  glory  should 
smite  the  land  of  Canaan  with  his  curse  as  though  it  were  a 
heathen  country ;'  and  he  cried,  ^*  The  axe  is  laid  already  to 
the  root  of  the  trees ;  and  every  tree  that  does  not  bear  good 
fruit  will  be  hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire.  After  me 
comes  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  and  whomsoever  he  finds  ready  he 

1  Zechariah  xiii.  4;  Iiaiab  xx.  8.        <  8  Kings  i.  8  ;  compare  ii  18,  14. 

*  S«d  vol.  iL  chap.  x.  p  417.  *  Jesus  Sirach  xiviii.  1,  10. 

*  Malaobi  iv.  1,  lii.  2;  compare  Zepbaniah  i.  14-18. 

*  Malachi  iy.  A. 
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will  baptize  with  the  Holy  Spirit  ;^  but  the  unconverted  will 
he  plunge  into  the  fiery  furnace."  Sometimes  the  preacher 
changed  his  image,  and  compared  God  to  the  husbandman 
who  flings  the  (;orn  that  he  has  threshed  into  the  air  with  his 
shovel,  that  the  light  and  worthless  chaff  may  be  blown  away 
and  separated  from  the  precious  grain ;  even  so  would  the 
Lord  sift  the  holy  from  the  unholy.  *'  Behold  he  comes  with 
the  fan  in  his  hand,  and  he  will  thoroughly  cleanse  his 
threshing-floor ;  he  wiU  gather  the  wheat  into  the  barn,  but 
the  chaff  he  will  bum  with  unquenchable  fire." 

This  was  the  usual  tone  and  Subject  of  his  preaching. 
You  will  notice  that  he  thought  and  spoke  entirely  in  the 
spirit  of  the  ancient  prophets,  or  rather  of  the  most  threaten- 
ing discourses  of  the  sternest  of  their  number.  His  language 
was  severe*  and  harsh.  In  the  description  of  his  work  we 
seek  in  vain  for  the  traces  of  those  softer  emotions  which 
oft:en  touch  us  so  deeply  in  the  oracles  of  the  Old  Testament. 
His  announcement  of  the  approaching  Messianic  age  appears 
to  have  borne  the  character  almost  exclusively  of  an  exhor- 
tation to  repentance,  and  not  to  have  had  a  touch  of  consola- 
tion or  encouragement  in  it.  We  should  never  have  learned 
from  him  that  the  founding  of  the  Messianic  kingdom  was  the 
object  of  Israel's  wildest  hopes  and  deepest  longings,  as  the 
fulfilment  of  God*s  great  promises  to  the  fathers  and  the  pledge 
of  the  infinite  mercy  and  unshaken  faithfulness  of  the  Lord. 
Only  compare  the  so-called  song  of  praise  of  Zachariah  *  with 
the  preaching  of  John  !     Could  there  be  a  greater  contrast? 

Nevertheless,  we  may  take  it  for  granted  that  he  too 
looked  upon  the  Messianic  kingdom  as  the  glorification  and 
exaltation  of  Israel,  as  deliverance  from  foreign  rule  and 
vengeance  upon  the  heathen  oppressor,  as  the  eternal  glory 
and  unbroken  bliss  of  the  saints.  But  since  he  confined  him- 
self almost  entirely  to  what  must  immediately  precede  this 
golden  age,  and  considered  it  his  exclusive  mission  to  pre- 
pare the  hearts  of  men  for  its  coming,  God  became  to  him  so 
entirely  the  God  of  judgment  and  the  God  of  vengeance 
that  his  mercy  falls  into  the  background,  eclipsed,  as  it 
were,  by  his  anger.  Though  John's  work  is  so  closely  con- 
nected with  the  gospel,  3  et  there  is  not  a  trace  of  the  gos- 
pel tone  or  spirit  in  his  preaching,  not  even  a  presentiment 
in  his  soul  of  faith  in  the  God  of  love.  But  this  ought  not 
to  surprise  us  when  we  remember  that  the  Gon',*eption  of 

1  IsaUh  xxxii.  15,  xliv.  3;  Ezekiel  xxxvi.  26-29,  zxxix.  89;  Joel  il.  28,  ». 
*  Luke  L  68-79,  compared  with  Luke  iii.  7-9, 17.    See  p.  46. 
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GcMi's  nature  cherished  by  the  Israelites  had  by  no  means 
gained  in  gentleness  or  attractiveness  since  the  Captivity. 
On  the  contrary,  they  thought  of  God  as  ever  farther  and 
further  removed  from  man,  as  the  terrible  and  unapproach- 
able Judge  of  the  world,  inexorably  stern  and  dreadful  in 
his  wrath.  John  was  a  true  child  of  his  age,  however  high 
his  prophetic  gifts  exalted  him  above  it. 

The  expression  "  kingdom  of  heaven,"  for  the  Messianic 
age,  was  borrowed  from  the  usage  of  the  time.  Neither  the 
Scribes  who  introduced  it,  nor  the  people  who  adopted  it,  nor 
John  himself,  intended  for  a  moment  to  speak  of  an  abode  in 
heaven,  or  even  of  the  heavenly  character  of  the  coming  age. 
The  expression  may  have  referred  to  the  heavenly  ongin  of 
the  kingdom;  for  the  fearful  revolution  and  all  its  conse- 
quences were  to  be  brought  to  pass  by  the  coming  of  the 
Lord  from  heaven.  But  most  likely  the  name  '*  kingdom  of 
heaven"  was  used  instead  of  *' kingdom  of  God,"  simply 
because  the  Jews  of  the  period  had  a  superstitious  dislike  of 
using  the  word  God  when  they  could  avoid  it, — just  as  many 
people  now  prefer  to  speak  of  Providence  or  Heaven  instead 
of  God. 

"  Repent,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand  ! "  If  we 
ascribe  the  later  Jewish  tinge  in  John's  conception  of  God  to 
the  influence  of  his  age,  and  set  aside  the  purely  menacing 
character  of  his  language  as  due  to  his  special  conception  of 
his  mission,  then  the  burden  of  his  preaching  perfectly  agrees 
with  that  of  all  the  other  prophets.  It  is  a  new  variation 
upon  the  old  theme  familiar  to  every  one  of  them  without 
exception.  "  Amend  your  ways,  for  Yahweh's  justice  sends 
all  these  disasters  to  chastise  3'ou,  nor  will  it  suffer  him  to 
do  to  you  according  to  his  covenant ;  but  if  you  repent  he 
will  comfort  you  with  such  bliss  and  glory  as  has  never  yet 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive."  Such  was  the 
substance  of  all  the  prophecies,  the  one  only  message  which 
the  ancient  men  of  God  had  ever  brought  to  Israel.  So  far, 
then,  John  stood  exactly  in  the  line  of  the  prophets.  And 
in  that  which  constituted  the  very  essence  of  the  prophetic 
character, —  the  irresistible  impulse  to  stand  up  before  the  peo- 
ple, the  hallowed  inspiration  to  speak  to  them  in  the  name  of 
God,  and  above  all  the  unshaken  hope  that  a  glorious  mor- 
row would  with  infallible  certainty  dissipate  the  gloom  and 
darkness  of  to-day, —  in  all  this  John  might  bear  comparison 
with  Jeremiah  and  Michah  themselves. 

But  the  appearance  of  a  prophet  was  a  far  more  significant 
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fact,  and  demanded  far  more  courage  on  the  prophet's  part 
in  the  year  thirty-three  of  our  era  than  in  the  eighth,  the 
seventh,  or  the  sixth  centur}'  b.c.  ;  and  in  other  respects, 
too,  John  excelled  his  predecessors,  and  was  "  more  than  a 
prophet."  *  He  dared  to  undertake  the  task  of  Elijah.  In 
holy  impatience  he  dared  to  promise  the  dawn  of  the  Messi- 
anic age  as  close  at  hand,  whereas  his  predecessors  had  gen- 
erally represented  it  as  in  the  more  or  less  distant  fhture. 
He  laid  greater  stress  than  any  other  man  of  God  had  done 
upon  the  share  which  Israel  itself  must  take  in  hastening 
this  ftiture,  and  as  it  were  forcing  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
from  God !  Above  all,  he  himself  began  to  make  ready  and 
prepare  the  way  by  baptizing  in  the  Jordan,  so  as  to  make 
any  longer  dela3^  impossible.  So  John  was  more  courageous 
and  more  practical  than  all  the  prophets. 

To  perform  the  ceremony  of  baptism  he  had,  of  course,  to 
leave  the  wilderness ;  and  indeed  at  the  end  of  his  ministry, 
which  certainly  was  not  of  long  duration,  we  find  him  in  the 
Transjordanic  district,  still  further  removed  from  the  scene 
of  his  first  appearance.  We  ma}-  suppose  that  he  did  not 
begin  to  baptize  until  the  attention  of  the  public  had  already 
been  fixed  upon  him,  and  he  had  begun  to  make  some  im- 
pression. Those  who  received  his  baptism  declared  their 
fixed  resolve  to  amend  their  lives ;  and  for  this  reason  the 
ceremony  was  called  a  *'  baptism  of  repentance,"  and  was 
usually'  preceded  by  a  confession  of  sins.  John  on  his  side 
promised  the  penitent,  in  the  name  of  God,  *'  forgiveness  of 
sins,"  —  that  is,  immunity  from  the  terrors  of  the  Messianic 
judgment.  He  would  admit  no  one  of  whose  genuine  repent- 
ance and  resolutions  of  amendment  he  was  not  convinced - 
This  baptism,  b}'  which,  as  Josephus  truh*  remarks,  he  es- 
tablished a  society  or  community  (of  the  future  partakers  or 
the  Messianic  blessings),  was  at  that  time  a  novelty- ;  for  the 
figurative  mention  of  "  washing"  and  '*  pure  water,"*  which 
occurs  here  and  there  in  the  prophets,  even  if  it  suggested 
some  such  rite,  furnished  no  precedent.  The  purification  of 
the  people  by  Moses  before  the  proclamation  of  the  Law  ia 
perhaps  rather  more  to  the  point."  The  repeated  daily  ab- 
lutions of  the  Essenes  hardly  afford  a  parallel,  for  they  were 
intended  to  secure  external   (Levitical)   purity,*  while  the 

1  Matthew  xi.  9.     ^  Isaiah  i.  16,  xlir.  3 ;  Ezekiel  xxxn.  25  ;  Zecbariah  xUi.  1. 

•  Exodns  xix.  10,  14. 

*  Compare  Mark  vii.  4  and  Genesis  xxxv.  2  ;  Exodus  xix.  10;  Numben 
xix.  7.    See  vol.  ii.  chap,  xviii.  p.  508. 
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Daptism  of  John,  which  was  performed  once  for  all,  was  a 
Bj'mbol  of  moral  purity.  We  must  regard  the  baptism  of 
John,  therefore,  as  a  very  original  institution,  of  great  beaut}* 
and  appropriateness ;  or,  in  the  language  of  the  age,  we  must 
say  that  the  rite  was  of  heaven  (of  God)  and  not  of  men.* 
John*8  object  was  that  the  Lord,  when  he  came,  should  find 
all  things  read}', —  a  band  already  set  apart  of  those  who 
feared  him,  ^^  whom  he  might  spare,  his  heritage ;  a  band 
npon  whom  the  sun  of  righteousness  should  ascend,  and  who 
should  find  healing  under  his  wings."  '^  As  to  the  form  under 
which  John  thought  of  the  appearance  of  God,  and  of  the 
Messianic  bliss  that  was  to  succeed  the  day  of  judgment, 
oar  authorities  leave  us  entirely  in  the  dark. 

The  impression  produced  by  the  preacher  of  the  wilderness 
and  his  proclamation  of  the  kingdom  of  God  was  overwhelm- 
ing ;  and  when  he  began  to  baptize  it  became  deeper  yet. 
From  the  nature  of  the  case  the  number  of  his  hearers  was 
very  limited  at  fii*st,  but  it  gradually  rose  until  the  people 
flowed  to  him  in  ever  widening  streams  from  every  side. 
Among  them  there  were  many  whose  sense  of  guilt  was 
roused  by  the  passionate  earnestness  and  the  fearful  denun- 
ciations of  the  prophet,  till  they  felt  and  showed  the  peni- 
tence and  promised  the  reformation  he  demanded,  and  were 
baptized  by  him  in  the  Jordan.  But  perhaps  the  deep  im 
pression  he  produced  is  still  more  clearly  shown  in  the  fact 
that  some  who  really  had  no  sense  of  guilt  at  all,  and  had 
therefore  formed  no  resolutions  of  amendment,  were  carried 
away  by  the  stream,  and  came  with  the  rest  to  hear  the  new 
prophet.  They  were  men  who  expected  and  calculated  upon 
tlie  founding  of  the  Messianic  kingdom,  and  with  a  view  to 
it  desired  to  be  baptized  by  John  ;  but  did  so  only  as  a  kind 
of  extra  precaution,  so  as  to  be  safe  in  any  case.  If  it  did 
no  good,  they  thought,  at  any  rate  it  could  not  well  do  any 
harm.  They  had  little  doubt,  however,  that  simply  as  Israel- 
ites, as  members  of  the  chosen  people,  they  were  already  in- 
cluded in  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  and  could  therefore 
claim  a  place  in  the  Messianic  kingdom,  and  had  no  cause 
to  dread  the  judgment  which  would  consume  great  sinners 
and  heathen.  At  any  rate,  there  were  some  in  whom  John 
perceived  or  suspected  such  ideas,  and  the  burning  stream 
of  his  indignation  burst  upon  them.  *' Tribe  of  vipers!" 
he  thundered,  refusing  to  baptize  them,  ^*  what  brought  you 

1  Hatthew  xxl.  26  (Mark  xi.  30;  Luke  xx.  4).         >  Malachi  ill.  17,  iv.  %> 
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here  ?  Who  told  you  to  come  to  me  for  security  against  the 
wrath  of  God  that  will  break  upon  you  on  that  great  day  r 
First  show  me  in  3'oar  lives  that  when  you  talk  about  repent- 
ance 3'ou  mean  something  by  it !  Soothe  not  yourselves  with 
th6  idle  thought,  '  We  are  the  seed  of  Abraliam,  and  ours  is 
the  promise  of  the  Messianic  kingdom ; '  for  I  tell  you  this 
will  avail  you  nothing,  and  the  Almighty  could  make  children 
of  Abraham  out  of  these  stones  on  Jordan's  banks ! " 

The  preacher  of  repentance  feared  nothing,  and  spared 
no  one.  Not  even  the  ro3'al  purple  overawed  him ;  and  we 
shall  see  presently  how  this  boldness  cost  him  his  life  at 
last.  He  drove  his  demand  for  penitence  so  well  home,  and 
waked  such  an  echo  in  the  consciences  of  his  hearers,  that  no 
escape  was  left.  A  few  specimens  of  his  preaching  have 
been  preserved.  When  the  crowds  exclaimed,  ''  You  tell  us 
to  repent,  and  so  we  do ;  but  say  what  3'ou  require  or  expect 
of  us,"  —  he  answered,  "  Overcome  your  greed,  3'our  selfish- 
ness, your  hai-d-heartedness.  Be  generous  and  merciful. 
Whoever  has  two  coats,  let  him  give  one  of  them  to  the 
needy;  whoever  has  abundant  food,  let  him  satisfy  the 
hungrj'."  Even  soldiers,  who  were  little  better  than  ruffians 
for  the  most  part  in  those  days,  came  and  asked  him,  "  What 
must  we  do  if  we  repent?"  ''Be  content  with  3-our  pay," 
he  answered ;  *'  treat  the  citizens  decently,  and  lay  hold  of  no 
man's  goods."  Simple  as  the  exhortation  was,  it  implied  a 
complete  change  in  the  soldier's  habits  of  life ;  for  discipline 
was  very  imperfect,  and  the  soldiers  supported  or  enriched 
themselves  out  of  what  they  could  exact  from  the  citizens  by 
violence  or  threats.  Even  the  cursed  and  outcast  hirelings 
of  the  heathen  plunderers  who  sucked  the  marrow  of  Israel, 
even  the  publicans  themselves,  sometimes  came  to  John  and 
asked  him  reverentl}',  *' Master,  what  must  our  repentance 
be?"  Strange  that  he  did  not  tell  them,  first  of  all,  to  give 
up  their  occupation  !  But  he  contented  himself  with  sa3^ing, 
''Never  be  guilty  of  injustice  or  extortion  again;  never 
exact  a  farthing  more  than  what  is  fixed  by  3'our  em- 
plo3'ers."  But  the  practice  of  draining  the  resources  of 
a  province  and  gaining  wealth  from  the  extortion  was  so 
universal,  and  the  scramble  between  the  higher  officers 
and  their  subordinates  for  the  chief  share  of  the  boot}^  so 
shameless,  that  John's  exhortation  involved  nothing  short 
of  a  revolution. 

It  was  remarkable  that  these  and  such  as  these  came 
gradually  in  greater  and  yet  greater  numbers  to  the  wilder- 
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nes8  and  the  Joixlaii, —  publicans,  people  of  either  sex  who 
had  been  guilty  of  gross  offences,  notorious  sinners  smitten 
by  the  church's  ban  and  the  contempt  of  all  nght-minded 
citizens.  It  was  doubtless  because  their  sense  of  guilt  was 
more  easily  roused  and  their  consciences  accused  them  more 
loudly  than  was  the  case  with  others;  and  also  because 
the  prophet,  instead  of  rejecting  them  with  horror,  saw  no 
such  great  difference  between  them  and  the  ordinary  Israel- 
ites, but  considered  all  Israel  as  in  truth  unclean.  It  was 
with  these  outcast  classes  that  John  had  most  success.  With 
them  the  working  of  the  new  influence  was  obvious,  their 
repentance  was  practical,  the  impression  they  received  per- 
manent, their  faith  genuine.^ 

In  general,  however,  the  result  of  the  prophet's  preaching 
and  baptizing  was  certainly  not  equal  to  the  expectations 
which  might  fairly  have  been  formed  by  others,  and  with 
which  he  himself  had  begun  his  work.  The  leaders  of  the 
nation  maintained  an  impartial  or  rather  an  indifferent  atti- 
tude towards  him  to  the  last.^  As  long  as  he  caused  no 
disturbance  they  left  him  to  pursue  his  way  ;  but  as  for  goiug 
to  him  themselves,  the  high-born  priests  and  magistrates 
never  dreamed  of  such  a  thing !  They  turned  in  contempt 
from  a  prophet  to  whose  followers  the  very  refuse  of  the  peo- 
ple belonged.*  The  Pharisees  might  have  shown  more  inter- 
est in  his  work  if  only  he  would  have  paid  them  the  attention 
they  conceived  to  be  their  due ;  but  such  courteous  advances 
were  hardly  to  be  expected  from  him,  and  the  Pharisees  on 
their  side  had  not  penetration  enough  to  understand  and 
appreciate  him,  and  so  take  the  initiative  themselves.  Inas- 
much as  he  announced  the  near  approach  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  for  which  they  too  passionately  longed,  they  did  pay 
some  attention  to  him  ;  but  their  superstitious  reverence  for 
antiquity  and  their  slavish  worship  of  the  letter  effectuall}^ 
prevented  their  recognizing  in  him  a  prophet  of  the  true  and 
ancient  stamp.  Their  national  pride  might  well  be  hurt  by 
the  small  esteem  in  which  he  seemed  to  hold  the  privilege  of 
descent  from  Abraham.  Their  narrowness  and  self-satisfac- 
tion may  have  caused  many  of  them  to  regard  as  a  fanatical 
extravagance  the  strictness  and  severity  of  a  piety  which, 
though  somewhat  similar  *  to  their  own,  went  so  much  fUrther. 
And  the  result  was  that  many  of  them,  when  they  saw  what 
ft  consuming  fire  burned  in  him,  shrugged  their  shoulders  and 

1  Matthew  xu.  38.  «  Mark  xi.  33  (Matthew  xxi.  27;  Lnke  xz.  7). 

«  Matthew  xxi.  32.  «  Matthew  ix.  14  (Mark  ii.  18;  Luke  v.  33). 
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cried,  '^The  fellow  must  be  mad."^  But  tho  great  massea 
bowed  before  his  mighty  spirit,  went  to  the  wilderness  in 
crowds,^  desired  to  be  admitted  to  his  baptism,*  believed  for 
the  most  part  that  he  was  a  true  prophet,  *  and  even  accepted 
his  announcement  of  the  Messianic  age  in  such  complete  good 
faith  that,  when  he  had  changed  the  wilderness  for  the  district 
be^'ond  Joixlan,  the  movement  began  to  assume  dangerous 
proportions  in  the  eyes  of  Herod.  Even  alter  his  imprison- 
ment they  did  not  forget  him ;  and  when  he  had  been  be- 
headed, and  the  royal  murderer  suffered  a  defeat  in  battle 
some  time  afterwards,  the  disaster  was  regarded  b}^  the  peo- 
ple as  the  penalty  exacted  by  a  righteous  God  for  the  blood 
of  John  the  Baptist.*  But  in  spite  of  all  this  the  multitude 
was  too  shallow  to  retain  a  lasting  impression  of  his  preach- 
ing, and  soon  fell  into  the  old  groove  again. 

But  among  those  he  baptized  there  were  some  who  would 
not  leave  him  again ;  and  he  graduall}'  found  himself  sur- 
rounded by  a  band  of  faithful  and  zealous  disciples,  who 
regulated  their  lives  in  accordance  with  his  precepts.  lie 
oi^ered  them  to  fast  often  and  strictly  ;"  to  show  their  re- 
pentance, and  to  do  penance  not  only  for  themselves  but  for 
all  Israel,  including  the  unconverted.  He  taught  them. long 
prayers  to  be  repeated  daily  for  the  speedy  coming  €f£  the 
Messianic  kingdom.'  There  was  nothing  original  in  thesd*fcom- 
mandments  themselves ;  and,  indeed,  b}'  laying  such  stress 
on  outward  forms  of  religion  he  showed  how  thoroughly 
he  was  still  imbued  with  the  Jewish  spirit,'  since  the  Phari- 
sees also  enforced  the  same  observances  upon  their  followers.' 
But  the  meaning  of  it  all  was  very  different  in  the  two  cases. 
With  the  Pharisees  such  actions  were  considered  so  merito- 
rious as  to  afford  a  just  ground  of  satisfaction  to  those  who 
performed  them  ;  with  John  they  were  simply  acts  of  self- 
humiliation  to  propitiate  the  Lord  before  the  day  of  judgment, 
attempts  to  appease  Him  that  the  dawn  of  the  golden  age 
might  be  hastened.  In  a  word  his  whole  system  turned  upon 
the  approach  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

In  dealing  with  the  person  of  John  we  are  on  thoroughly 
historical  ground.      Not  only  does  Josephus  ^^  mention  his 

1  Matthew  xi.  18  (Luke  vU.  33).         «  Matthew  xi.  7  (Luke  vii.  24). 
<  Luke  vii.  29.  *  Matthew  xxi.  26  (Mark  xi.  32:  Luke  xx.  6> 

*  FlaviuB  Josephus.  >  Matthew  ix.  14  (Mark  ii.  18 ;  Luke  v.  33). 

▼  Luke  xi.  1.  >  Matthew  xi.  11. 

9  Matthew  ix.  14  (Mark  ii.  18;  Luke  v.  33),  as  above.  Also  Matthew  vi.  6 
16;  Luke  xviii.  11, 12. 

1^  Jewish  Antiquities,  book  xviii.  chap.  v.  sec.  2. 
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Dftme,  his  work,  the  influence  he  exercised,  and  his  death, 
bat  the  incidental  notices  scattered  up  and  down  throughout 
the  first  three  Gospels  bear  from  their  very  nature  the  clear 
stamp  of  truth.  These  casual,  and  as  it  were  unintentional, 
allusions  fill  in  and  correct  the  passages  referred  to  at  the 
head  of  this  chapter,  in  which  the  Gospels  expressly  descrile 
the  man  and  his  preaching.  There  is,  however,  one  point  to 
which  we  have  not  yet  referred,  and  as  to  which  we  must  ex- 
pressly caution  our  readers,  as  tiiey  will  otherwise  fall  into  a 
serious  mistake  concerning  John  the  Baptist. 

The  point  in  question  is  this :  John  is  represented  as  having 
proclaimed  himself  the  precursor  of  Jesus,  or  rather  of  the 
Messiah.  Luke  even  adds  that  the  people  were  in  doubt 
whether  he  himself  was  not  the  Christ,  and  that  he  took  occa- 
sion thereby  to  promise  that  the  Christ  should  come,  and  to 
distinguish  himself  from  him  as  his  predecessor.^  "After  me 
comes  one  who  is  mightier  than  I,  the  thongs  of  whose 
sandals  I  am  not  worthy  to  unloose ; "  *  that  is  to  say,  for 
whom  I  am  not  worth}'  to  perform  the  most  menial  office. 
The  Gospels  also  apply  to  the  Messiah  John's  prophecy  of 
Him  who  would  baptize  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  with  the 
fire  of  judgment,  and  would  purify  his  threshing-floor  from 
chaff  with  his  fan.  But  we  have  explained  these  words  as 
referring  .not  to  the  coming  of  the  Christ,  but  to  the  appear- 
aace  of  God.  This  "  Mightier  One  "  is  the  Lord,  is  Yahweh 
himself.  But  inasmuch  as  the  metaphor  of  the  sandal-thong 
U'  not  strictly  applicable  to  any  but  a  man,  these  words  have 
generally  been  understood  to  refer  to  the  Messiah,  and  con- 
sequently all  the  other  promises  and  threats  embodied  in 
John's  preaching  have  been  taken  in  the  same  sense. 

But  this  is  certainly  incorrect.  In  the  preaching  of  John 
the  Messiah  completely  disappears.  This  need  not  surprise 
us ;  for  we  know  from  our  accounts  of  the  religious  condition 
of  the  Jews  in  the  Captivity,  and  after  the  return,  that  many 
of  the  prophets  conceived  of  the  Messianic  age  without  a 
human  king  (or  Messiah) .  They  expected  that  in  this  per- 
fect realm  of  God,  this  age  of  Israel's  holiness  and  glory, 
Yahweh  would  reign  over  his  people  in  his  own  person. 
We  must  also  observe  that  John  is  obviously  dependent  upon 
Malachi  for  his  conceptions  of  the  future.  Not  only  did  he 
borrow  from  this  last  of  the  prophets  his  conception  of  the 
taflk  of  Elijah,  but  the  whole  spirit  of  his  preaching  was 

1  Lake  iiL  15, 16. 

S  Matthew  iiL  IL  12  (Mark  i.  7,  8;  Luke  ui.  15-18 ;  Acts  xiii.  94,  35). 
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strongly  influenced  by  him.  Now  Malaehi  never  speaks  of 
the  Messiah,  but  distinctly  announces  Yahweh's  own  appear- 
ance. We  need  not  tiiereibre  be  sui*prised  if  we  lind  John 
anticipating,  proclaiming,  and  preparing  the  kingdom  of  God 
itself,  without  ever  speaking  of  its  human  ruler.  But  the 
strongest  proof  that  we  are  not  mistaken  is  found  in  the  fact 
that  everywhere  in  the  prophets  of  tlie  Old  Testament,  iii  the 
Apocrj'phal  books,  and  in  the  writings  of  John's  contempo- 
raries, whenever  the  Messianic  judgment  is  mentioned,  the 
judge  is  no  other  than  God  himself;  in  no  single  case  is  the 
judgment  deputed  to  the  Messiah.  The  preaching  of  John 
can  hardlj'  have  formed  an  exception.  When  he  speaks  of 
the  Husbandman,  of  the  coming  Baptizer,  of  the  Mighty  One 
who  handles  the  axe,  he  means  no  other  than  God. 

Moreover,  we  can  readily  understand  how  the  EvangelisU 
fell  into  their  mistake.  When  John,  without  knowing  it 
beforehand,  and  without  himself  intending  it,  had  actually 
become  the  precursor  of  Jesus  (the  Christ) ,  the  Christiana 
could  hardly  help  understanding  of  their  Master  and  apply- 
ing to  him  the  predictions  which  the  preacher  had  uttered  of 
God.  ''  He  who  comes  after  me  is  mightier  than  1,"  he  had 
said ;  and  were  not  his  words  fulOUed  in  Jesus  ?  Moreover, 
the  confusion  was  favored  by  the  great  change  which  the 
Messianic  expectation  underwent  in  Christian  circles.  The 
Apostles  and  apostolic  communities  cherished  the  hope  that 
when  Jesus  ere  long  returned  fi*om  heaven  he  would  himself 
hold  the  last  judgment.^  What  could  be  more  obvious,  there- 
foi*e,  than  to  explain  the  utterances  of  John  concerning  thlb 
judgment  as  having  reference  to  (Jesus)  the  Chiist?  And 
of  course  this  mistake  must  have  had  its  influence  upon  the 
form  in  which  the  preaching  of  John  was  handed  down  and 
finallj'  recorded. 

For  when  once  the  tradition  had  brought  John  into  sucli 
close  relations  with  Jesus,  it  was  easy  to  carry  the  process 
a  little  further.  It  was  tii*st  imagined  and  then  asserted  that 
John  had  stood  upon  the  same  hostile  footing  towards  the 
heads  and  leaders  of  the  people  as  that  which  Jesus  occupied. 
Thus,  though  the  Sadducees  and  Tharisees  had  really  re- 
mained neutral  on  the  whole,  Matthew  represents  them  as 
having  come  with  simulated  interest  to  the  baptism,  and 
having  drawn  from  the  lips  of  the  prophet  the  indignant 
' '  brood  of  vipers ! "  which  we  have  aheady  explained.^  In 
the  same  spirit  it  is  said  elsewhere  that  they  wei'e  only  re- 

1  Matthew  xxv.  31;  Roinaas  xiv.  10;  2  CoriathianB  v.  10. 
'-<  Matthew  iii.  7.     Compare  xii.  34,  xxiii.  33. 
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Strained  from  openly  expressing  their  condemnation  of  him 
by  their  fear  of  the  populace.^ 

In  another  respect,  however,  the  tradition  has  remained 
remarkably  faithful  to  histor3\  It  has  not  ascribed  to  John 
any  of  those  miracles  so  profusely  worked  into  the  history  of 
Jesos.*  The  reason  is  obvious.  In  the  first  place,  the 
activity  of  John  does  not  afford  those  natural  opportunities 
for  the  introduction  of  miraculous  stories  which  occasioned 
their  insertion  into  the  sketch  of  the  life  of  Jesus ;  and,  be- 
sides, the  Baptist  so  soon  fell  into  the  shadow  of  his  great 
successor  that  the  imagination  of  the  Christians  soon  de- 
serted the  forerunner,  and  busied  itself  exclusively  with  the 
central  figure  of  the  Gospel  histor}'. 

In  conclusion  :  With  regard  to  John,  we  possess  the  witness 
of  a  contemporary  who  was  better  qualified  than  any  other 
to  judge  him.  Jesus  repeatedly  spoke  of  him  expressly,  and 
at  length.*  It  is  from  these  uttei'ances  of  Jesus  that  we 
derive  our  accurate  knowledge  of  the  man ;  and  it  is  from  them 
that  we  have  borrowed  most  of  the  colors  with  which  we  have 
attempted  to  paint  a  true  picture  of  him.  Jesus  regards  him 
as  a  messenger  of  God,  as  greater  than  an}-  of  the  prophets, 
as  the  man  who  roused  the  conscience  of  sinners,  and  inten- 
sified the  Messianic  hope  of  his  contemporaries  till  it  became 
an  impetuous  demand.  But  for  all  that,  Jesus  does  not  at- 
tempt to  conceal  the  fact  that  John  stood  completely  upon 
Jewish  soil,  and  remained  to  the  backbone  a  representative 
of  the  Law,  insisting  on  the  onter  duties  of  religion,  and  filled 
with  dread  of  the  stern  Judge  of  men.  Great  as  he  was,  the 
humblest  mortal  who  had  really  entered  the  kingdom  of  God, 
who  had  risen  through  faith  in  the  love  of  the  Heavenly 
Father  to  perfect  freedom  from  all  legal  corapulsion,  was 
greater  than  he.  Thus  Jesus  could  bring  his  own  vocation 
and  work  into  the  ver}' closest  connection  with  those  of  John, 
and  could  see  in  the  lot  of  his  predecessor  a  foreshadowing  of 
what  awaited  him ;  and  yet  at  the  same  time  could  place  him- 
self in  'iirect  contrast  with  John  as  the  preacher  of  other  good 
tidings,  of  another  God  and  another  kingdom  of  heaven. 

The  sequel  of  the  history  will  show  us  the  relations  in 
which  these  two  men  came  to  stand  towards  each  other,  and 
the  opportunities  which  Jesus  had  of  observing  the  whole 
work  and  character  of  this  last  prophet  of  the  ancient  dis- 
pensation. 

1  Matthew  xx'u  26  (Mark  xi.  32;  Luke  xx.  6).         3  Compare  John  x.  41. 
^  Matthew  xi.  2-19  (Luke  vii.  18-35);  Matthew  xvii.  12,  13,  xxL  23-39 
iMark  xi.  27-33;  Luke  xx.  l-«). 
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Chapter  VIII. 

THE  BAPTISM  OF  JESUS. 

Mark  I.  0-ll.» 

AT  Nazareth,  in  the  house  of  Joseph  the  carpenter,  words 
of  farewell  were  being  exchanged.  The  father  of  the 
familj'  was  perhaps  already-  dead,  —  at  least  we  do  not  meet 
with  him  again ;  but  the  mother  was  still  living,  and  on  this 
occasion  we  picture  all  the  married  sons  and  daughters  who 
had  settled  in  the  place  ^  gathering  once  more  under  the  old 
roof,  —  for  one  of  their  brothers,  who  had  so  far  alwa3'8  staj'ed 
with  his  mother  and  worked  at  his  trade  to  support  her,  was 
now  leaving  home,  and  they  had  all  come  to  wish  him  a  hearty 
farewell.  Jesus  was  starting  on  a  journey,  and  how  long  he 
would  be  away  it  was  impossible  to  tell.  Had  he  himself  an3' 
presentiment  that  the  turning  point  of  his  life  was  drawing 
near,  and  that  he  would  never  more  come  back  to  live  under 
his  mother's  roof? 

He  had  determined  to  go  to  the  Jordan  to  John.  The  im- 
pulse which  this  man  had  given  to  the  spiritual  life  of  his  peo- 
ple had  made  itself  felt  at  Nazareth.  At  the  city  gate,  in  the 
synagogue,  and  in  the  homes  of  his  friends  and  acquaintances, 
Jesus  had  listened  with  eager  ears  to  the  reports  of  this 
strange  preacher  of  the  wilderness.  Had  the  Lord  really 
visited  His  people,  then,  and  raised  up  a  prophet  as  in  days 
gone  by?'  Had  John,  indeed,  received  a  commission  from 
God  to  proclaim  the  approach  of  the  Messianic  age?  At 
least  his  demand  for  repentance,  and  his  immersion  of  the 
people  in  the  purifying  water,  was  something  very  different 
from  the  war-crj'  raised  some  years  ago  by  Judas.*  If  the 
kingdom  of  God  was  to  be  gained  at  all,  it  must  be  b}'  righte- 
ousness and  not  by  violence.  If? —  But  might  not  Jesus 
find  in  the  very  eagerness  with  which  he  himself  looked  for- 
ward to  the  great  day  of  the  Lord  a  pledge  that  it  was  near 
at  hand? 

He  could  not  quietly  work  on  with  plane  and  saw  any  longer. 
So  he  put  his  affairs  in  order,  bade  farewell  to  his  family,  and 

1  Matthew  iii.  13-17;  Luke  iii.  21.  21. 

*  1  Corinthians  ix.  5 ;  Matthew  xiu  46,  xiii.  56. 

s  Compare  Ft»lm  l^v.  9;  1  Maccabees  iv.  46,  ix.  27,  xrr.  41. 

«  See  p.  89,  " 
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«et  out  on  his  journey,  perhaps  by  himself,  perhaps  in  com- 
pany with  other  Nazarenes,  but  in  any  ease  alone  ;  for  he  could 
not  communicate  the  thoughts  and  emotions  that  crowded  into 
his  breast  to  any  one.  When  he  reached  the  place  of  his  des- 
tination he  pressed  with  eager  interest  into  the  crowd  of  hear- 
ers, and  marked  well  the  man  that  he  had  so  longed  to  see 
and  hear.  He  was  not  disappointed.  John's  heroic  and  in- 
mcible* courage,  his  unshaken  confidence  in  God  and  in  him- 
self, his  unexampled  rigor,  scorning  all  luxury  or  delicacy  in 
food  and  raiment,  made  an  indelible  impression  on  Jesus. 
The  main  purport,  at  least,  of  his  preaching  waked  a  full  echo 
in  Jesus*  soul,  and  the  firm  conviction  that  the  promises  of  God 
were  soon  to  be  fulfilled,  and  that  a  sense  of  guilt  and  a  long- 
ing for  righteousness  were  the  indispensable  conditions  of  par- 
taking of  His  salvation,  struck  deep  root  in  his  heart.  Tnily 
this  man  was  a  prophet ;  ay,  and  more  than  a  prophet !  For 
the  prophets  did  but  announce  God's  kingdom,  while  John 
prepared  the  way  for  it,  and  had  risen  up  to  do  Elijah's  work. 
All  this  Jesus  felt.  He  penetrated  to  the  inner  meaning  of 
John's  efforts,  and  reverenced  his  bold  resolve.  He  could  not 
doubt  that  he  was  prompted  b}'  a  divine  impulse,  was  obeying 
the  voice  of  God,  when  he  baptized  in  the  Jordan  the  host  of 
^)enitent8  that  confessed  their  sins  and  promised  to  strive 
after  righteousness. 

And  after  listening  to  his  preaching  for  a  time  Jesus  wished 
to  be  baptized  himself.  It  is  obvious  why  he  did  so.  As 
soon  as  he  recognized  this  baptism  as  a  divine  institution,  it 
was  but  natural  that  he  should  wish  to  submit  to  it.  He,  too, 
would  express  under  this  form  his  fervent  hope  in  the  coming 
of  the  Lord.  He,  too,  would  register  his  promise  to  live  after 
the  will  of  God,  and  to  do  what  in  him  lay  to  hasten  the 
commg  of  the  great  salvation.  He,  too,  would  confess  how 
far  he  was  from  what  he  would  have  himself,  and  how  deeplj' 
he  felt  his  own  imperfection.  He,  too,  would  be  received  by 
the  messenger  of  God  into  the  company  of  those  who  should 
enter  into  the  kingdom. 

It  would  seem  that  he  still  remained  with  John  for  a  time 
after  he  had  been  baptized  by  him.  There  was  much  in  the 
preacher's  surroundings,  besides  his  person,  to  excite  Jesus' 
interest  and  arrest  his  attention.  How  different  were  these 
scenes  from  those  in  which  he  had  lived  hitherto  I  He  was 
struck  by  the  fact  that  among  John's  most  eager  hearers, 
Among  the  most  deeply  penitent  of  all  whom  he  baptized, 
were  many  publicans  or  still  more  degraded  creatures.    Though 
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almost  every  one  supposed  them  to  be  hopelessl}-  lost,  they 
were  still  capable  of  being  lifted  up.  He  saw  with  indignation 
how  the  priests  and  upper  classes  stayed  away  in  inditl'erence. 
Was  not  the  eagerness  of  these  sinners  to  be  allowed  an  en- 
trance into  the  kingdom  of  God  enough  to  shame  them  into 
better  things?*  While  the  religious  and  respectable  classes, 
as  a  rule,  showed  so  much  less  zeal  than  he  would  have  ex- 
pected, he  beheld  the  masses,  humble  and  believang, 'stream- 
ing to  the  baptism.  What  a  contrast  between  the  different 
opinions  entertained  about  the  Baptist !  What  a  rich  store  of 
knowledge  of  human  nature  might  here  be  gleaned  ! 

This  stay  b3'  the  Jordan  exercised  a  decisive  influence  on 
Jesus  in  his  choice  of  a  career  and  his  conception  of  the  task 
of  his  life.  For  here  a  resohition  came  to  maturity  whicli 
must  long  have  been  half  formed  within  him,  though  hitherto 
his  surroundings,  and  especially  the  influence  of  his  relatives, 
had  been  unfavorable  to  its  development.  Henceforth  he 
would  devote  his  undivided  powers  to  his  people  and  to  the 
kingdom  of  God.  The  impulse  he  received  from  the  Bap- 
tist's preaching  finally  decided  him. 

The  influence  which  John  exercised  upon  Jesus  was  indeed 
powerful.  We  may  note  in  passing  that  the  metaphor  used 
by  Jesus  of  the  good  and  the  bad  tree,  the  latter  of  which  is 
cut  down  and  cast  into  the  fire,  and  other  such  expressions, 
remind  us  of  the  language  of  John  ;  ^  and  again,  that  Jesus, 
like  John,  gathered  round  him  a  circle  of  personal  disciples, 
like  him  despised  riches,  and  urged  his  followers  to  fiing 
away  whatever  might  be  a  hindrance  to  their  entering  into 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  in  many  other  points  reminds  us  of 
his  predecessor.  But  it  is  a  far  more  significant  fact  that  at 
the  beginning  of  his  ministry  he  not  only  accepted  as  the 
voice  of  God  the  cry  from  the  Baptist's  mouth,  *' Repent,  for 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand ! "  but  felt  it  laid  as  a  word 
of  God  upon  his  own  lips  too." 

But,  though  now  resolved,  he  waited  till  his  time  should 
oome  before  he  set  his  hand  to  the  task.  He  could  not  work 
under  John,  and  would  not  work  in  opposition  to  him.  He 
could  not  even  become  his  disciple,  or  long  remain  In  his 
immediate  neighborhood.  For  in  course  of  time,  though  his 
admiration  of  him  did  not  diminish,  he  felt  ever  more  and  more 
distinctly  that  a  great  chasm  yawned  between  himself  and 

1  Matthew  zxi.  32. 

<  Matthew  vii.  18-20 ;  Luke  xiii.  7-9.    See,  al^o,  Luke  zi.  1. 

^  Matthew  iv.  17,  compare  iii.  2.    See  also  Matthew  x.  7 ;  Mark  vi.  12. 
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the  prophet  of  the  wilderness.  This  God  of  judgment,  whose 
name  could  onl3'  roase  a  shuddering  dread,  was  not  the  God 
of  Jesus.  He  had  received  far  other  impressions  of  the  Most 
High  than  those  of  burning  wrath,  and  his  heart  bore  other 
thoughts  toward  Him  than  that  of  awe-struck  terror.  He 
perceived  in  the  set  prayers  and  fasts  which  John  prescribed 
a  spirit  of  legalism  and  formality  which  could  never  enlist 
his  sympathy ;  and  even  as  to  the  baptism  itself,  he  began  to 
think  that  too  much  stress  was  laid  upon  it.  As  time  went 
on,  Jesus  found  himself  less  and  less  at  home  in  this  circle  of 
ideas.  We  picture  him  drawing  more  and  more  completely 
hack  during  the  last  period  of  John's  career  in  the  Transjor- 
danic  district,  but  still  remaining  near  him,  not  far  from  the 
river.  Perhaps,  however,  the  whole  period  of  his  connec- 
tion with  John  was  shorter  than  might  be  supposed,  for  he 
was  certainly  one  of  his  later  hearera.  Meanwhile  he  was 
preparing  himself  by  observing  human  nature  and  the  signs 
of  the  times,  b}'  pondering  in  solitude  over  the  impressions 
he  received,  b}-  contemplation  and  pra3'er,  for  the  task  of  his 
life.  Thus  he  completed  his  preparation  for  his  work,  and 
gained  a  clear  conception  of  the  way  in  which  he  must  do 
it,  and  the  class  to  whom  he  must  appeal.  And  when  his 
hour  struck,  he  was  ready. 

From  ver3'  early  times  the  baptism  of  Jesus  has  been  a 
source  of  great  perplexity  to  the  Christian  community,  —  a 
sufficient  proof  that  it  is  no  invention ;  and  even  now  it 
seems  a  strange  contradiction  to  most  Christians  that  the 
Christ  himself  should  have  begged  his  predecessor  to  admit 
him  among  tlie  citizens  of  his  own  kingdom,  and  that  the  sin- 
less one  should  have  received  the  baptism  of  i-epentance. 
For  us,  indeed,  these  diflflculties  do  not  exist,  though  we  can 
quite  understand  and  appreciate  them.  Jesus  was  not  the 
Chi-ist  as  3'et ;  and  as  to  his  repentance,  the  very  purity  and 
grandeur  of  his  moral  and  spiritual  nature  must  have  made 
his  conscience  all  the  more  tender,  his  self-accusation  for 
even  the  slightest  defect  in  zeal  or  in  obedience  all  the  louder, 
his  soiTow  for  the  least  departure  from  his  moral  ideal,  the 
smallest  unfaithfulness  to  his  calling  to  divine  perfection,  all 
the  keener.  And  we  must  remember  that  the  limitations  of 
human  nature  necessarily  imply  some  defect  or  imperfection, 
and  that  progress  and  development  are  impossible  unless  a 
lower  grade  of  holiness  and  love,  a  certain  defectiveness  not 
perceived  at  the  time  perhaps  but  lamented  afterwards,  has 
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pieoeded.  Again,  we  must  not  suppose  that  the  expression 
of  penitence  required  by  John  resembled  the  auricular  con- 
fession made  to  a  Roman  Catholic  priest ;  and  without  hav- 
ing any  such  gross  trespasses  to  confess  as  we  call  sins, 
surely  Jesus  may  have  had  an  humble  consciousness  that  he 
was  not  pei-fect  in  goodness,  that  he  had  faltered  or  stum- 
bled on  the  path  of  faith,  had  been  tardy  or  impatient  on  bis 
way  through  life.  Thus  in  later  days  he  still  emphatically  de- 
clined the  name  of  honor,  ^'  good  Master ; "  ^  and  in  the  sam^ 
spirit  he  is  represented  in  the  New  Testament  itself  as  ex- 
posed to  every  kind  of  temptation,  as  still  requiring  to  learn 
obedience,  and  as  being  made  perfect  only  by  the  sharpest 
test  of  suffering.* 

But  however  simple  this  may  seem  to  us,  in  former  times 
the  baptism  of  Jesus  was  a  great  stumbling-block  to  the 
faithful.  Legend,  however,  can  account  for  any  thing !  As- 
sumptions and  conjectures  entirely  without  foundation  were 
soon  consolidated  into  a  narrative  which  explained  how  it 
was  that  Jesus  took  such  an  extraordinary  step,  and  what  it 
was  that  really  happened  at  liis  baptism.  Thus  it  was  said, 
for  instance,  that  Jesus  did  Hot  go  to  Judaea  of  his  own  ac- 
Ci>rd  at  all.  A  curious  narrative,  written  in  this  sense,  is 
still  preserved  from  the  "  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews." 
This  Gospel  was  widely  circulated  in  early  times.  In  its 
oiiginal  form  it  belonged  to  the  first  century,  and  bore  a 
strong  resemblance  to  Matthew ;  but  the  fragments  referring 
to  the  baptism  of  Jesus,  which  some  of  the  ecclesiastical 
Fathers  have  preserved  for  us,  are  among  the  later  additions. 
One  of  these  fragments  runs  as  follows  :  "  The  Lord's  mother 
and  brothers  said  to  him,  'John  is  baptizing  for  the  forgive- 
ness of  sins  ;  let  us  go  to  be  baptized  b}'  him.'  But  he  said 
to  them,  '  What  sin  have  I  committed  that  I  should  go  and 
be  baptized  by  him?  Unless,  indeed,  the  words  I  have  just 
uttered  are  themselves  an  error.'"  The  inventors  of  this 
storj'  did  not  sec  that  b^-  making  Jesus  go  up  to  the  Jordan 
at  the  instigation  of  others,  without  desiring  it  or  feeling  the 
necessity  of  it  himself,  they  were  far  from  mending  matters. 
Such  weak  conduct  is  unworth}*  of  a  man  with  a  character  of 
his  own,  und  is  quite  foreign  to  the  nature  of  Jesus.  Just  as 
unsatisfactory  is  another  explanation  that  has  come  down 
ftrom  antiquit}',  according  to  which  Jesus  came  to  the  Jordan 
not  for  his  own  sake,  because  he  desired  to  be  baptized,  but 

1  Mark  x.  17,  18  (Luke  xvili.  18.  19). 

s  E,g,  Matthew  iv.  1,  xvi.  23 ;  Hebrews  ii.  10, 18,  iv.  16,  v.  7-0. 
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Ayr  the  sake  of  others,  that  they  might  recognize  him  as  the 
Christ. 

Matthew  gives  us  yet  another  view  of  the  case,  and  tells 
US  that  when  Jesus  came  from  Galilee  to  the  Jordan,  not  to 
hear  John  but  simpl}-  to  be  baptized  b}'  him,  John  recog- 
nized him  as  the  Messiah  at  once,  and  distinctly  refused  to 
go  with  him  into  the  river.  "  I  have  need,"  he  said,  "  to  be 
baptized  by  you  with  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  But 
why  should  you  come  to  me  to  be  bathed  in  these  waters  ?  " 
Then  Jesus  answered,  *' Suffer  it  to  be  so!  Think  not  of 
me  as  the  Messiah  now,  for  I  must  submit  to  your  baptism 
as  a  commandment  of  God."  Upon  this  John  jielded.  We 
have  no  hesitation  in  absolutely  rejecting  this  story.  John 
did  not  know  Jesus ;  and  even  if  he  had  known  him,  inas- 
much as  he  was  not  yet  the  Christ,  he  could  not  possibly 
have  recognized  him  as  such ;  and  indeed,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  did  not  do  so  afterwards.^  Nor  was  Jesus  at  all  a 
man  after  the  heart  of  John.  And  again,  the  very  ne;rt 
verses  contradict  the  story ;  for  in  them  we  read  that  tlie 
Spirit  came  down  upon  Jesus  after  his  baptism^  thus  makiifg 
him  the  Messiah  then  ;  and  that  John  heard  a  divine  voice  :i,t 
the  same  time  proclaiming  Jesus  as  the  Messiah,  though, 
according  to  the  preceding  verses,  he  would  not  have  re- 
quired any  such  testimonj'.^  We  might  further  ask  whether 
the  prophet  of  the  wilderness  still  needed  the  baptism  of  the 
Spirit,"  and  how  he  could  go  on  with  his  work  after  this 
scene  just  as  he  had  done  before.  Finallj',  the  objection 
aheady  urged  holds  good  in  this  case  also :  the  inventors  of 
the  story  overlooked  the  fact  that  in  making  Jesus  wish  for 
baptism,  not  from  any  need  that  he  himself  experienced  but 
from  a  sense  of  its  fitness,  as  though  it  were  a  form  which  he 
must  respect,  a  so-called  religious  duty,  they  were  sacrificing 
his  integrity  and  independence.  For  to  take  part  in  an}' 
religious  ceremony,  simply  because  it  is  the  proper  thing  to 
do,  without  having  any  feeling,  or  attaching  anj-  significance 
to  it  ourselves,  may  be  quite  in  the  spirit  of  the  Jewish  Chris- 
tianity which  invented  the  storj^,  but  is  certainly  condemned 
by  the  spirit  of  pure  Christianity.  Jesus  is  the  last  man 
from  whom  we  should  expect  such  formality  and  legalism. 

In  still  earlier  times  the  baptism  of  Jesus  had  been  turned 
toacoonnt  by  tradition  in  anollier  manner,  and  with  a  weightier 

1  Matthew  xi.  2.  >  Matthew  iii.  16, 17. 

*  Compare  Luke  L  15. 
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purpose.  It  was  made  into  an  event  of  supreme  significance, 
the  occasion  upon  which  Jesus  received  the  office  of  Messiah. 
Thus  Mark  infoims  us  that  Jesus,  on  coming  up  out  of  the 
river  (Luke  adds  that  he  was  pra3ing),^  saw  the  heavens 
open,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  form  of  a  dove,  come  down 
upon  him,  while  the  voice  of  God  cried  through  the  open 
heavens,  "Thou  art  my  beloved  Son!  In  thee  I  am  well 
pleased ! "  The  meaning  is  obvious ;  nameh',  that  at  this 
moment  God  anointed  him  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  with 
power,*  bestowed  on  him  the  needful  gifts,  and  exalted  him 
to  the  rank  of  Messiah  (Anointed)  ;  at  this  moment,  there- 
fore, Jesus  received  his  call,  and  first  felt  that  he  was  the 
Messiah. 

The  origin  of  the  story  is  easy  to  explain.  The  Holy 
Spirit,  as  the  life-giving  power  of  God,  was  compared,  in  the 
metaphorical  language  of  the  Jews,  to  a  dove,  according  to 
the  expression  in  the  first  account  of  the  creation,  **  The 
Spirit  of  God  brooded  over  the  waters."*  Thus  "the  voice 
of  the  dove  "  in  the  Song  of  Solomon  *  was  taken  to  mean 
the  voice  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Hence  the  descent  of  a  dove 
upon  Jesus.  But  this  merely  explains  the  form  of  the  vision. 
As  to  its  substance,  inasmuch  as  the  Christians,  who  were 
anointed  like  the  Christ  with  the  Holy  Spirit,^  were  supposed 
to  receive  this  spirit  at  their  baptism,  it  seemed  natural  to 
think  that  Jesus  had  also  received  it  when  he  underwent  this 
ceremon}'.  And  nothing  seemed  more  probable  than  that  he, 
like  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  and  Ezekiel,®  should  have  received  his 
call  in  a  vision.  Perhaps  we  should  add  that  apparently 
many  of  the  Jews  expected  that  the  Christ,  though  already 
born  and  existing  somewhere  on  earth,  would  remain  un- 
known to  every  one,'  —  would  not  even  know  what  he  was 
himself,  until  Elijah  came  to  anoint  him  and  to  make  him 
known  to  all  men.  Then,  again,  to  the  early  Christians  the 
following  reasoning  would  be  conclusive  :  Before  his  baptism 
Jesus  had  never  manifested,  and  cannot  therefore  have  ever 
had,  any  superhuman  gifts.  After  his  baptism  he  began  his 
public  career,  and  soon  appeared  as  the  Christ.  Something 
must  have  happened,  then,  at  the  moment  of  his  baptism,  to 
change  him  from  an  ordinary  man  into  the  Messiah.  Or, 
looking  at  the  thing  from  another  point  of  view,  John  had 
consecrated  him  as  a  subject  of  the  kingdom  of  God ;  but  he 

1  Luke  iii.  21.  s  Actd  x.  38.  *  Genesis  i.  S. 

4  SoDg  of  Solomon  ii.  12.  ^  1  John  ii.  20,  27. 

*  Isaiah  vi. ;  Jeremiah  i. ;  Ezekiel  t.  ^  Compare  John  vii.  27. 
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came  ap  out  of  the  water  as  its  king.  How  could  this  be, 
had  not  God  chosen  the  very  moment  when  John  was  baptiz- 
ing Jesus  to  fulfil  that  prophetic  assurance  that  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  should  rest  upon  the  Messiah  ?  ^  And  this  explana- 
tion also  solved  the  problem  presented  by  his  entirely  unique 
personality",  his  grandeur  and  exaltation  above  all  men.^ 

But  if  this  is  how  the  story  came  into  existence,  it  obviously 
rests  on  a  system  of  interpretation  and  a  set  of  ideas  which 
we  cannot  accept.  To  estimate  it  fairly,  we  must  remember 
that  in  those  days  no  systematic  study  of  the  laws  of  the 
hnmai:  mind  had  been  made,  and  the  quickly-responsive  and 
swiftly-kindled  enthusiasm  of  the  Oriental  character  fostered 
the  illusion  that  God  usually  imparted  his  highest  gifts  sud- 
denly.'  To  us,  however,  it  seems  necessarily  to  follow  from 
the  laws  of  human  nature  that  man's  spiritual  development 
must  be  gradual  in  every  case,  including  that  of  Jesus,  and 
cannot  proceed  by  leaps  or  supernatural  gusts  of  inspiration. 
Moreover,  though  the  whole  scene  is  in  perfect  harmony  with 
the  Israelite's  conception  of  the  universe,  neither  our  knowl- 
edge of  Nature  nor  our  knowledge  of  God  suffers  us  to  con- 
ceive of  the  heavens  opening  to  let  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  the 
form  of  a  dove,  and  the  voice  of  God,  pass  through  !  It  is 
true  that  even  Mark  himself  represents  the  whole  thing  as 
a  vision ;  but  in  the  mouth  of  the  Biblical  writers  a  vision 
means  something  very  different  from  what  we  should  call  an 
illusion.  It  means  something  which  reall}^  occurred,  though 
risible  only  to  the  enlightened  eye  of  him  to  whom  the  vision 
was  vouchsafed.*  Nor  can  we  believe  that  Jesus  ever  had 
visions.  His  mind  was  so  clear  and  health}-,  his  temperament 
so  firm  and  uniform,  his  self-control  so  complete  and  invinci- 
ble, that  we  cannot  conceive  of  his  being  subject  to  those 
ecstatic  transports,  that  more  or  less  morbid  nervous  exalta- 
tion, that  passive  submission  to  a  vivid  imagination,  in  which 
visions  take  their  rise.*  Then  we  must  observe  that  the 
voice  from  heaven  utters  words  taken  from  two  passages  from 
the  Old  Testament,  both  of  which  the  Christians  applied  to 
the  Messiah,  but  which  had  not  really  the  slightest  connection 
with  each  other.  The  first,  "  Thou  art  my  Son ! "  •  —  or,  in 
full,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  ^^  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day 

1  Isaiah  xi.  2.  ^  See  p.  41. 

>  Kamben  xi.  25 ;  1  Samuel  x.  6. 10,  xvi.  13,  xix.  20,  23 ;  2  Kings  ii.  9  fl.^ 
Matthew  iv.  1;  Acts  ii.  2-4,  viii.  17,  39,  et  seg, 
*  2  Kings  vi.  17 ;  2  Corinthians  xii.  2,  3. 
ft  Compare  Numbers  xii.  6-8 ;  Deuteronomy  xxxir.  10.  *  Psohn  il.  7. 
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have  I  begotten  thee !  "  —  refers  to  the  ideal  of  the  Israelitish 
king;  the  other,  —  **  My  belove4  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased  r*^  —  to  the  servant  of  God,  or  the  consecrated 
Israel.*  Finally,  this  story  of  the  baptism  is  inconsistent 
with  the  sequel  of  the  histoiy ;  for  even  after  the  baptism 
Jesus  did  not  appear  as  the  Messiah  for  a  considerable  time, 
nor  did  he  remind  John  of  what  is  here  said  to  have  taken 
place  on  an  occasion  when  it  would  have  been  entirely'  to  the 
purpose  for  him  to  have  done  so.'  In  a  word,  it  is  perfectly 
easy  to  explain  the  origin  of  this  story  from  the  faith  of  the 
early  Christians,  but  quite  impossible  to  attach  any  historical 
value  to  it. 

The  first  Gospel  modifies  the  picture,  and  with  no  great 
dexterity.  In  Mark,  as  we  have  seen,  the  opening  of  the 
heavens,  the  descent  of  the  Spirit  as  a  dove,  and  the  voice  of 
God  are  represented  as  taking  place  in  a  vision.  In  Luke, 
who  elsewhere  converts  a  vision  into  a  palpable  fact,  thej- 
become  events  perceptible  to  all  present.  In  Matthew  it  is 
still  a  vision,  but  one  vouchsafed  to  John,  and  not  to  Jesus ; 
for  the  voice  does  not  say,  "  Thou  art,"  as  addressing  Jesus, 
but  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased," — 
as  addressing  John  concerning  Jesus.*  We  have  already 
pointed  out  the  inconsistenc}-  between  this  and  the  preceding 
verses,  according  to  which  John  had  already  recognized  Jesus 
as  the  Messiah  as  soon  as  he  saw  him.  The  whole  repre- 
sentation is  evi4^ntly  confused  and  inverted.  It  might  have 
been  mote  reasonable  to  represent  John  as  having  bowed  down 
before  Jesus  after  the  baptism  and  the  miraculous  sign  that 
followed;  and,  according!}',  the  ''Gospel  of  the  Hebrews" 
gives  yet  another  version  of  the  affair.  "  When  the  people 
were  baptized,  Jesus  also  came,  and  wa&  baptized  by  John. 
And  as  he  came  up  out  of  the  water  the  heavens  were  opened, 
and  he  saw  the  Spirit  in  the  form  of  a  dove  come  down  and 
enter  into  him.  And  there  came  a  voice  from  heaven  saying, 
*  Thou  art  m}'  beloved  Son ;  in  thee  am  I  well  pleased ! '  And 
again, '  This  day  have  I  begotten  thee  ! '  And  immediately  the 
place  about  them  was  lightened  by  a  great  fire  [a  fire  kindled 
in  the  Jordan,'  as  we  are  told  elsewhere] .  And  when  John 
(who  had  not  seen  the  dove  or  heard  the  voice,  which  were  for 
Jesus  alone)  perceived  the  fire,  he  said  to  Jesus,  '  Who  art 

1  Is&iab  xlii.  1.     Compare  Matthew  xii.  18 ;  Luke  iv.  18,  19 ;  Acts  iv.  27. 
s  Compare  Matthew  xvii.  5  (Mark  ix.  7;  Luke  ix.  35);  3  Peter  i.  17. 
»  Matthew  xL  3-6.  <  Matthew  iii.  17. 

*  Compare  Isaiah  Iziv.  2. 
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tilou,  Lord?'  And  again  a  voice  from  heaven  said  to  him, 
*  This  is  m}'  beloved  Son,  in  whom'  I  am  well  pleased  ! '  Then 
John  fell  down  on  his  face  before  him  and  said,  '  I  praj  thee, 
Lord,  do  thou  baptize  me  ! '  But  Jesus  restrained  him,  saying, 
'  Let  it  be,  for  thus  must  all  that  has  been  prophesied  of  me 
be  fulfilled.' " 

We  shall  not  dwell  upon  this  matter  further.  History  does 
not  tell  us  that  any  thing  special  occurred  at  the  baptism  of 
Jesus.  The  fact  that  John  went  on,  as  before,  preaching  and 
baptizing,  and  never  directed  his  hearers  to  Jesus  ;  and  that 
his  school  continued  its  independent  existence,  expecting  the 
dawn  of  the  Messianic  age,  in  fasting  and  prayer,  after  Jesus 
had  begun  his  work,  — this  speaks  clearly  enough. 

We  have  seen  the  formative  power  of  legend  at  work,  and 
can  well  understand  that  when  once  engaged  upon  this  sub- 
ject it  would  not  soon  relinquish  it.  This  much  is  certain, 
that  however  strangely  the  early  Christians  were  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  Jesus  first  received  the  Spirit  when  he  had 
come  to  man's  estate,  and  received  it  mechanically  and  at  one 
definite  moment,  they  were  not  mistaken  in  the  main  point 
of  their  faith ;  namelj^  that  Jesus  was  a  man  entrusted  by 
God  with  an  overflowing  wealth  of  the  fairest  spiritual  gifts, 
and  was  tiuly  inspired,  led,  and  governed  by  God's  holy 
spirit.  What  the  prophets  had  onl}^  possessed  in  part  was 
given  in  all  its  fulness  to  Jesus.  This  thought  is  beautifully 
expressed,  though  under  a  somewhat  fantastic  form,  in 
another  fragment  of  the  "  Gospel  of  the  Hebrews,"  so  oft«n 
mentioned  already-.  *' And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  Lord 
had  come  up  out  of  the  water,  that  the  whole  fountain  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  came  down  upon  him,  and  rested  on  him,  saying, 
'  My  Son,  in  all  the  prophets  have  I  looked  forth  to  thee,  that 
thou  shouldst  come,  and  that  I  should  find  in  thee  my  place 
of  rest.  For  thou  art  my  place  of  rest ;  thou  art  my  first- 
born Son,  who  rules  to  eternity  I ' " 
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Chaftbr  IX. 

JESUS   BEGINS    HIS    WORK. 

Matthew  IV   12-26;  VXII.  14-16.1 

JOHN  had  transferred  the  scene  of  his  activitj'  to  Peraea, 
perhaps  because  he  was  impeded  or  threatened  in  Judsea, 
perhaps  for  some  other  reason.  But  if,  when  he  left  the  Ro- 
man province  and  escaped  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Roman 
authorities,  he  imagined  that  lie  would  be  safe  on  the  territorj* 
of  Herod  Antipas  and  would  be  able  to  work  on  undisturbed, 
then  he  was  wofuUy  mistaken.  At  the  command  of  the  prince 
he  was  suddenly'  thrown  into  chains,  and,  before  his  followers 
knew  any  thing  about  it  or  had  time  to  make  any  attempt  to 
rescue  him,  he  was  carried  off  under  an  armed  escort  to  the 
fortress  of  Machaerus,  east  of  the  Dead  Sea,  at  a  distance  of 
about  twentj'  miles  from  the  Jordan. 

What  was  the  reason  for  this  deed  of  violence  ?  Probably 
Herod  was  afraid  of  John's  influence  on  tlie  masses.  These 
gatherings  of  the  people  might  easily  lead  to  insurrections, 
and  he  thought  it  well  to  take  precautionary  measures. 
Such  at  least  is  the  reason  assigned  by  Josephus,  and  there 
is  much  to  be  said  for  his  version  of  the  aflair.  The  Messi- 
anic movement,  we  must  remember,  bore  a  political  charac- 
ter, iixcited  by  the  prospect  of  the  kingdom  of  God  being 
founded,  the  multitude  might  easily  conceive  the  idea  of  has- 
tening the  event  by  deposing  Antipas  or  expelling  the  Ro- 
mans. For  the  same  reason  when,  some  time  afterwards,  the 
person  and  preaching  of  Jesus  had  j^owerfull^'  excited  the 
Messianic  expectation  in  Galilee,  Herod  attempted  to  take  his 
life  also.^ 

The  Gospels  give  a  different  account.  John,  the}-  say,  had 
rebuked  Herod  for  an  evil  deed."  Herod  had  been  on  a  visit 
to  his  half-brother,  who  was  also  called  Herod,  —  not  Philip, 
as  Mark  says,  — and  had  fallen  in  love  with  his  wife  Herodias. 
She  was  an  ambitious  woman,  and  was  tortured  by  the  thought 
that  her  husband  wore  no  crown  ;  so  she  and  Herod  Antipas 
secretly  agreed  to  release  themselves  from  their  present  con- 
sorts and  marry  each  other.     When  Antipas  returned  to  hifi 

1  Mark  i.  14>89;  Luke  iv.  14,  15,  31-v.  11.  >  Luke  xiii.  31. 

•  Matthew  xiv.  3,  4  (Mark  vi.  17,  18;  Luke  iu.  19,  90). 
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residence  at  Tiberias,  his  wife,  who  hod  in  some  way  discov- 
ered the  plot,  managed  to  find  an  excuse  for  escaping  to  her 
father,  the  Arabian  king  Aretas.  Soon  after  this,  to  the  in- 
dignation of  all  right-thinking  Israelites,  the  proposed  mar- 
riage was  contracted.  For  this  offence,  according  to  the 
Evangelists,  John  rebuked  the  prince  severely,  and  was  thrown 
into  prison  in  revenge. 

But  this  is  very  improbable,  for  as  long  as  the  Baptist  was 
at  large  it  is  not  likely  that  he  ever  came  into  personal  con- 
tact with  Herod.  Perhaps  the  Gospels  confound  the  cause 
of  his  death  ^  with  that  of  his  impnsonment. 

Jesus  was  probabl}*  still  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Jordan 
when  he  received  the  news  that  a  tyrant's  hand  had  been 
laid  on  the  herald  of  God's  kingdom,  and  had  interrupted 
that  work  which  should  have  ended  only  with  the  establish- 
ment of  the  kingdom  itself  I  He  could  have  no  hesitation  as 
tohis  own  course  now.  He  had  long  desired  to  work  directl}' 
for  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  this  news  decided  him.  He 
could  not  have  held  back  long  under  any  circumstances,  bux 
now  all  hesitation  was  at  an  end.  He  returned  at  once  to 
Galilee  to  take  up  the  work  of  John.  For  in  every  respeci 
that  work  was  far  from  its  completion.  Israel  was  still 
unprepared  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  The  call  to  repent- 
ance had  not  yet  found  its  way  to  all  the  sons  of  Abraham. 
Above  all,  the  kingdom  of  God  was  not  j'et  founded.  Should 
the  task  remain  unfinished  for  want  of  some  one  to  take  it 
up,  the  result  of  John's  preaching  would  be  swallowed  up 
like  a  sti'eam  in  the  sand,  and  absolute  failure  would  over- 
take his  more  than  heroic  efforts.  In  vain  would  he  have 
resolved  to  be  more  than  a  prophet  of  better  days,  more  than 
the  messenger  of  a  golden  age  to  come  ;  in  vain  would  he  have 
striven  by  his  own  bold  deed  of  faith  to  hasten  the  dawn  or 
that  better  time ! 

Jesus  could  not  endure  the  thought.  The  moment  had 
now  come  for  him  to  act.  The  path  was  plain.  God  sum 
moned  him !  He  could  have  no  doubt  except  as  to  the 
method  he  should  adopt ;  and  after  what  he  had  seen  in  the 
last  f^w  weeks  or  months  he  need  not  hesitate  long  rven  as 
to  this. 

He  would  not  begin  his  work  in  the  wilderness.  He  him- 
self had  no  need  of  rigorous  abstinence  and  mortification, 
and  attached  small  value  to  them  for  others.  His  hean 
drew  him  to  his  fellow-men.     He  would  not  wait  for  them 

1  Sue  chapter  xxii.  p.  270. 
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to  come  to  him,  but  would  seek  them  out  himself.  Nor 
would  he  fix  his  abode  in  Judiva.  He  had  porliaps  seen  a 
good  deal  of  the  dark  side  of  life  in  Judaea  recentl}'.  The 
whole  district  took  its  tone  from  Jerusalem,  the  headquarters 
of  orthodoxy.  There  formalism,  worship  of  the  letter,  nar- 
rowness, spiritual  pride,  —  in  a  woi*d,  all  the  characteristic 
failings  of  Judaism,  —  reached  their  greatest  height.  Jesus 
ha.1  ovidentl}'  conceived  a  strong  aversion  to  Judaea,  and  long 
afbei  wards  the  thought  of  going  to  Jerusalem  filled  him  with 
such  apprehension  that  he  only  resolved  to  take  the  journey 
after  long  hesitation  and  with  the  darkest  forebodings.  Then 
of  c>urse  he  was  naturally  attached  to  the  land  of  his  birth, 
and  preferred  the  district  in  which  he  had  lived  so  long  to 
any  other.     In  Galilee  he  was  at  home. 

it  has  often  been  suggested  that  Jesus  returned  to  Galilee 
as  a  matter  of  prudenc»e,  to  escape  the  plots  of  Herod.  But 
at  this  time  he  was  quite  unknown,  and  had  therefoi*e  noth- 
ing to  fear.  It  is  true  that  his  taking  up  the  work  of  John 
might  ultimately  expose  him  to  the  utmost  danger,  but  Galilee 
was  itself  in  the  territory  of  Antipas,  and,  indeed,  he  settUd 
near  his  capital. 

For  reasons  easily'  understood,  he  detennined  not  to  begiu 
his  work  in  so  secluded  a  spot  as  Nazareth.  Not  that  this 
place  was  so  completely  cut  off  from  the  world,  or  its  inhabi- 
tants so  narrow-minded  and  uncultivated,  as  is  usually  main- 
tained. The  populousness  of  the  district  makes  such  a 
supposition  unlikely,  and  the  culture  of  the  Nazarene  carpen- 
ter's family  furnishes  an  instance  to  the  contrary.^  Still  the 
situation  of  the  place  was  not  favorable  to  the  purpose  of 
Jesus.  There  was  too  little  intercourse  with  strangei*s  there, 
too  little  interchange  of  thought,  for  it  to  offer  a  suitable  basis 
for  his  work.  For  this  purpose  he  chose  one  of  the  centres 
of  Galilaean  life,  —  not  the  luxurious  Tiberias,  but  the  thrifty 
Capernaum.  An  additional  reason  for  this  choice  was  that 
he  could  hardly  expect  to  find  much  faith  in  Nazareth,  for  the 
people  there  were  too  much  accustomed  to  him. 

Cai)ernaum  was  situated  on  the  western  coast  of  the  Gali- 
laean  Sea,  called  also  the  Sea  of  Gennesareth,  or  Tiberias. 
The  exact  site  is  uncertain.  Nature  was  no  less  lovely  and 
fertile  here  than  in  the  district  in  which  Jesus  had  spent  his 
early  life.  The  lake  itself,  through  which  the  Jordan  flows, 
is  about  fourteen  miles  long  and  six  miles  broad,  and  is  almost 
completely  shut  in  by  mountains,  which  rise  to  a  considerable 

1  See  pp.  88,  91,  92. 
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height,  especially  to  the  south  and  east.*  Its  clear  waters, 
transparent  to  the  bottom,  are  generally  calm  and  smooth, 
but  are  sometimes  agitated  by  violent  storms.  Fish  were 
exeeedingh'  abundant  in  it,  and  it  was  therefore  traversed 
day  by  day  in  every  direction  by  a  host  of  fishing- boats  that 
covered  its  surface.  The  eastern  shore  is  desolate,  but  the 
western  shore  —  on  which  Tarichsea,  with  its  fort}'  thousand 
inhabitants,  Hamath  or  Emmaus,  Til)enas,  the  capital  of 
Herod  Antipas,  Magdala,  Bethsaida,  Chorazin,  and  Caper- 
naum were  situated  —  is  said  b}'  travellers  to  be  a  perfect 
paradise,  and  is  declared  by  Josephus  to  be  by  far  the  most 
beautiful  and  fertile  spot  in  Galilee.  This  is  pre-eminently 
true  of  '*  the  land  of  Gennesareth,"  —  a  plain  which  stretches 
upwards  from  Magdala  (about  five  miles  north  of  Tiberias) , 
where  the  hills  retreat  from  the  lake  in  the  form  of  a  semi- 
circle. This  plain,  in  whicli  some  geographers  place  Caper- 
naum, while  others  think  it  was  further  north,^  was  said  to  be 
so  rich  and  varied  in  its  pixxiucts  that  it  seemed  as  though 
Nature  had  challenged  the  cold,  the  hot,  and  the  temperate 
climates  to  bring  all  their  best  products  there  and  contend  for 
the  supremacy !  Throughout  ten  months  of  the  year  ripe 
grapes  and  figs  were  gathered,  and  though  the  fruit-trees 
were  so  luxuriant,  varied,  and  abundant,  they  coukl  not  carry 
away  the  palm  from  the  magnificent  wheat  crops. 

Capernaum  itself  was  situated  on  the  commercial  highway 
that  led  from  Sjria  to  the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  Egypt. 
Moreover,  it  commanded  the  cari-ying  trade  to  and  from  the 
opposite  shore,  which  had  belonged  to  Philip  till  his  death,  — 
an  event  which  took  place  about  this  time,  —  and  was  then 
added  to  Syria.'  For  these  reasons  an  excise  oflSce  was  es- 
tablished there,  and  a  Roman  garrison  was  stationed  there, 
perhaps  to  protect  or  support  the  officers. 

What  a  contrast  between  the  entrancing  scenery  and  the 
busy  surroundings  amidst  which  Jesus  established  himself 
and  the  lonely  wilderness  which  was  the  scene  of  John's  first 
preaching !  The  choice  throws  a  strong  light  upon  the  diver- 
gent character  of  the  two  men.  Yet  Jesus  came  before  his 
hearers  with  the  same  message  as  that  of  his  predecessor, 
though  the  promise  of  the  near  approach  of  God's  kingdom, 
and  the  demand  for  repentance,  came  with  a  very  diflTerent 
sound  from  his  lips.  And  though  the  shprt  epitome  of  his 
preachuig  given  by  the  Evangelists  is  the  same  as  that  of 
John,  — -'^  Repent,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand! " 
1  See  Map  V.  3  See  pp.  3,  4. 
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—  we  are  not  to  stippose  that  Jesus  used  the  same  language 
or  expressions  as  did  his  predecessor.  However  much  he 
availed  himself,  when  addressing  the  people,  of  what  he  had 
heard  during  his  intercourse  with  John,  he  always  retained 
his  originality.  The  meaning  of  the  statement  in  the  Gospels 
doubtless  is  that  Jesus  came  forward  with  the  same  avowed 
and  definite  purpose  as  his  predecessor  had  had,  and  openly 
represented  his  own  work  as  the  continuation  of  John's. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  coui-se  of  events,  as  sketched  above, 
is  chiefly  due  to  the  first  Gospel,  which  shows  us  far  more 
distinctly'  than  either  Luke  or  Mark  that  the  news  of  John's 
imprisonment  was  the  immediate  cause  of  Jesus  taking  up 
the  work  and  beginning  to  preach  at  Capernaum.  But 
though  we  have  no  hesitation  }n  accepting  this  account, 
which  is  supported  by  various  considerations,  we  cannot  be 
sn  sure  about  some  other  matters. 

Only  to  mention  a  single  point :  the  time  at  which  Jesus 
began  his  public  life  cannot  be  fixed  with  accuracy,  and  we 
must  be  content  with  knowing  that  it  was  certainly  not  later 
than  the  early  spring  of  a.  d.  34.*  We  are  absolutel}'  without 
reliable  e>idence  as  to  the  age  which  he  had  reached.  Luke 
says  that  he  was  about  thirty  years  old  when  he  was  bap- 
tized.* But,  in  the  first  place,  that  word  *' about"  leaves  a 
considerable  mai-gin  undecided;  nor  can  we  tell  what  time 
elapsed  between  the  baptism  and  the  pubUc  appearance  of 
Jesus ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  the  statement  itself  was  as 
little  based  on  real  knowledge,  and  deserves  as  little  confi- 
dence, as  the  supposition  of  John  that  Jesus  was  between 
forty  and  fiftj'.*  Luke  simply-  means  to  say  that  Jesus  had 
not  long  attained  to  manhood.  As  for  ourselves  we  can 
hardl}'  even  make  a  guess.  There  was  no  fixed  age  at  which 
public  teachers  assumed  their  office  among  the  Jews ;  and 
even  had  there  been  an}'  rule  on  the  subject,  neither  Jesus 
nor  any  other  prophet  would  have  suffered  himself  to  be 
bound  by  it.  All  we  can  say  is  that  Jesus  was  certainly  not 
aged;  for  his  impetuous  spirit,*  the  close  connection  he 
retained  with  his  family,*  and  the  manner  in  which  the  Naza- 
renes  thought  of  and  acted  towards  him,  —  speaking  of  him 
as  one  who  had  but  recentlj-  left  the  paternal  home,*  —  all 
argue  against  such  a  supposition.     On  the  other  hand,  his 

1  See  pp.  10,  96.  ^  Luke  iii.  23.  «  John  viii.  57. 

^  Compare,  for  example,  Matthew  xi.  20  ff.,  xxi.  12.  xxii.  13  ff. 
*  Matthew  xii.  46.  >  MatUiew  xiii.  64  ff. 
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matured  expenence  and  manifold  knowledge  of  human  na- 
ture/ together  with  the  position  he  assumes  towards  his 
people  and  his  disciples,*  forbid  us  to  think  of  him  as  3'outh- 
ful.  There  is  no  prospect  of  our  ever  gaining  further  knowl- 
edge on  this  point. 

It  is  equally'  vain  to  inquire  exactly  how  Jesus  began  his 
work.  Did  he  first  address  himself  to  a  small  circle  of 
acquaintances,  or  did  he  teach  in  public  from  the  first  ?  The 
latter  is  more  probable.  It  is  not  likely  that  Jesus  began  to 
work  in  secret  among  a  few  individuals ;  for,  though  we  shall 
presentl}'  see  how  gladly  he  would  toil  to  restore  a  single 
wanderer  to  the  path  of  virtue,  and  how  to  the  very  last  he 
devoted  his  thoughts  and  powers  to  the  good  of  single  indi- 
riduals,  yet,  after  all,  his  message  was  destined  in  the  first 
instance  for  the  whole  people  of  Israel.  We  shall  pi-esently 
see  that  publicity  was  as  much  in  keeping  with  the  character 
of  the  age  as  with  the  purposes  of  Jesus ;  and  he  could  not 
have  been  without  opportunities  of  speaking  to  the  people. 
At  present  we  need  onl}-  observe  that  the  account  of  the  call- 
ing of  the  disciples,  which  Matthew  and  Mark  both  of  them 
place  at  the  beginning  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus,  confirms  us 
in  the  opinion  we  have  expressed. 

The  account  referred  to  is  as  follows :  — 

Not  long  after  Jesus  had  settled  at  Capernaum  and  begun 
to  preach,  he  was  walking,  on  a  certain  daj',  b}-  the  sea  of 
Gennesareth,  and  saw  Simon  and  Andrew,  the  sons  of  the 
fisherman  Jona,  busy  at  work.  He  stood  still,  and  siunmoned 
them  to  join  him,  and  leave  their  calling  for  a  nobler  task,  — 
**  Come  with  me,  and  I  will  make  jou  fishers  of  men !  '* 
The)'  obej'ed  him  at  once,  and  left  their  nets  to  follow  him. 
A  little  further  on  he  saw  two  other  fishermen,  James  and 
John,  the  sons  of  Zebedee,  bus}'  mending  the  nets  with  their 
father  in  his  boat.  He  called  them  also,  and  they  obej-ed. 
Rising  from  the  boat,  and  lea\ang  their  father  with  his  hired 
assistants  behind,  the}'  joined  themselves  to  Jesus  and  the 
others. 

The  impression  made  upon  us  by  this  narrative  certainty  is 
that  the  connection  between  Jesus  and  these  four  disciples 
was  formed  on  the  spot,  and  without  any  thing  to  lead  up  to 
it.  A  similar  representation  is  found  in  the  Old  Testament, 
with  regard  to  Elijah  and  Elisha.'  But  it  stands  to  reason 
that  they  must  really  have  had  some  mutual  knowledge  of 

1  Matthew  xiii.  12,  19  ff.,  vt  seq. 

3  liatthew  X.  34,  25,  37,  xi.  16,  xxiii.  8, 10.  »  1  Kings  xix.  19-21. 
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each  other,  and  that  Jesus  had  already  excited  some  atten- 
tion. The  words  in  which  he  summoned  them  ai*e  unmis- 
takably genuine,  and  imply  that  he  was  akeady  known  to 
some  extent  as  a  public  teacher.  It  was  in  this  capacit}*,  and 
this  alone,  that  they  joined  him.  We  must  also  suppose  that 
Jesus,  on  his  side,  had  already  noted  these  four  men  as  likely 
to  make  earnest  and  zealous  preachers  of  the  kingdom  of 
God.  Such  mutual  acquaintance  is  most  easily  explained  on 
the  supposition  that  Jesus  had  already  been  living  some  time 
in  Capernaum,  —  as  Matthew,  but  not  Mark,  ipforms  us  was 
the  case.  It  is  also  very  possible  that  the  Gospels  make  the 
calling  of  the  sons  of  Zebedee  follow  too  quickly  upon  that 
of  tlie  sons  of  Jona ;  but  it  is  highly  probable  that  these  four 
were  really  the  first  disciples  of  Jesus. 

This  simple  figure  of  speech  about  *'  catching  men  "*  was 
ailerwards  elaborated  into  an  emblematic  account  of  the  call- 
ing of  the  first  disciples,  which  ran  as  follows :  — 

Jesus  was  preaching  by  the  edge  of  the  sea,  and  the  num- 
ber of  his  hearers  gradually  increased  until  those  behind 
pressed  forward  upon  those  in  front,  and  compelled  Jesus  to 
look  about  for  some  more  convenient  place  to  sit  in.  Now  it 
80  hapi)ened  that  there  were  two  boats  l^'ing  empt^*  on  the 
strand,  while  the  fishermen  to  whom  they  belonged  were 
washing  their  nets.  Jesus  got  into  one  of  them,  and  calling 
its  owner,  Simon,  begged  him  to  push  off  a  little.  Then  he 
sat  down  in  the  stern  of  the  boat,  and  spoke  to  the  i)eopIe 
who  stood  upon  the  shore.  When  he  had  ended  his  address, 
he  turned  to  Simon  and  told  him  to  put  out  to  sea  and  cast 
his  net.  ''  Master,"  he  replied,  **  it  will  avail  me  nothing, 
for  we  have  not  caught  any  thing  all  the  night ;  but  if  30U 
wish  it,  we  can  try  once  more."  But,  behold  !  when  he  had 
cast  the  net  it  was  filled  so  full  that  it  began  to  break.  Then 
they  beckoned  to  their  companions,  James  and  Johp,  in  the 
second  boat,  to  come  to  help  them.  They  drew  the  net  up 
cautiously  to  empty  it,  and  the  two  boats  were  laden  till  they 
were  ready  to  sink.  Filled  with  dread  by  this  overwhelming 
proof  that  Jesus  was  a  messenger  of  God,  Simon  Peter  fell 
down  u[)on  his  knees  and  cried,  '^  Depart  from  me.  Lord ! 
for  I  am  a  sinful  man."  He  was  afraid  that  the  presence  of 
Jesus  would  bring  some  fearful  judgment  upon  him;*  for 
he  was  not  one  of  the  devout,  but  simply  an  ordinary  man. 
of  the  world.  And  both  the  other  fishermen,  and,  indeed, 
aU  who  were  present,  were  filled  with  the  same  terror.     Bui 

I  Compare  Proverbs  xi.  30  b.  >  Compare  1  Kings  xvii.  18. 
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Jesus  quieted  their  fears.  "Fear  not,"  he  said  to  Siiuon, 
*' henceforth  thou  shalt  catch  men."  Then  they  gave  up 
their  occupation  and  eveiy  thing  they  had  to  follow  Jesus. 

We  must  certainly  take  this  narrative  as  ha\iug  a  sj'mboli- 
cal  meaning.  How  far  we  can  safely  go  in  this  direction  is 
not  so  certain.  This  much  is  clear,  however,  that  the  unsuc- 
cessful fishing  represents  the  natural  incapacit}'  of  the  disci- 
ples, and  their  marvellous  subsequent  success  the  fruits 
of  their  preaching  as  emissaries  of  Jesus.  We  are  tempted 
to  suppose  that  when  the  legend  represents  the  disciples 
as  casting  their  nets  near  the  shore  to  no  purpose,  but 
finding  abundant  success  in  the  open  sea,  it  refere  to  the 
meagre  results  of  the  preaching  to  the  Jews  and  the  countless 
multitudes  won  among  the  heathen.  P^ven  if  this  is  going 
too  far,  we  ma}'  ver}*  well  believe  that  the  objection  urged  by 
Simon  represents  the  Jewish  narrowness  whicli  the  Apostles 
had  to  overcome,  and  that  the  putting  out  into  the  deep 
waters,  where  they  take  such  a  marvellous  draught  of  fish, 
typifies  their  mission  to  the  whole  world.^  But  whatever 
may  be  thought  of  the  details,  it  is  quite  certain  that  this 
story  is  an  imitation  or  working  up  of  the  previous  one. 
The  calling  of  the  four  fishermen  is  the  original,  and  tlie 
miraculous  draught  of  fishes  a  copy.  This  belief  is  con 
firmed,  if  it  needs  confirmation,  by  the  occurrence  of  a  siai- 
lar  emblematic  or  miraculous  story,  of  closelj-  analogous 
meaning,  in  the  fourth  Gospel.  Simon  Peter  and  the  sons  of 
Zebedee  are  again  the  chief  actors,  but  the  time  is  changed. 
The  event  is  placed  after  the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  when  tlic 
Apostles  had  to  begin  their  task  as  preachers  of  the  kingdom 
ofGod.^ 

And  here  we  must  say  a  few  words  altout  these  emblematic 
stories  in  general.  They  were  ver}'  common  among  the 
Christian  communities  of  the  first  century,  and  have  left 
abundant  traces  in  the  Gospels.  The  consequence  is  that 
we  are  always  coming  across  representations  or  accounts  of 
things  which  excite  our  attention  by  their  very  singular  char- 
acter, and  b}'  invariably  containing  something  marvellous, 
often  something  impossible.  But  when  we  examine  them 
more  closel}',  we  discover  that  they  are  only  intended  to  set 
forth  some  idea  or  some  truth,  and  are  in  fact  elaborated 
figures  of  speech  or  emblems.  Such  a  mode  of  exposition 
strikes  us  as  \ery  strange,  but  it  was  common  enough  in  the 
East;  for  these  men  could  not  deal  with  abstract  ideas,  bu^ 
1  AcU  X.  9  fl.  2  John  xxi.  1-14. 
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alvfays  clothed  their  thoughts  in  some  visible  foim,  and  drew 
pictures  instead  of  arguing  and  proving.  Thev  endeavored 
to  work  upon  the  feelings  through  the  imagination  and  not, 
as  we  generally  do,  through  the  intellect ;  and  it  was  from 
the  resources  of  a  luxuriant  imagination  that  they  borrowed 
the  colors  with  which  to  paint  their  pictures.  No  one  will 
denj'  that  this  style  of  address  or  narrative  is  better  calcu- 
lated than  any  other  to  excite  and  fascinate  the  attention. 
The  first  preachers  of  Christianity,  moreover,  were  specially 
led  to  adopt  this  mode  of  expression  by  the  style  of  teac^hing 
usually  selected  by  their  Master.  He  generally  taught  in 
parables,  and  had,  for  instance,  worked  out  this  very  image 
of  the  ''  fishers  of  men"  in  the  story  of  the  great  net  that 
gathered  in  every  kind  of  fish.^  The  extreme  love  of  emblems 
and  parables,  which  the  believers  of  the  first  centuries  so 
constantly  displayed,  dates  fW)m  the  earliest  period  of  Chris- 
tianity.^ The  last  book  of  the  New  Testament  consists  of 
one  unbroken  series  of  these  emblematic  pictures. 

But  we  must  be  careful  to  distinguish,  in  this  connection, 
between  the  original  narrators  and  our  Evangelists.  The 
former  were,  of  course,  fuU^^  aware  of  the  meaning  of  the 
figures  they  selected,  but  the  latter  had  often  lost  their  tnie 
significance  and  accepted  them  in  the  literal  sense.  Hence, 
in  taking  them  up  into  their  Gospels  they  often  omitted  some 
essential  point,  laid  too  great  stress  upon  another,  or  even 
made  incongruous  additions.  It  may  well  be  believed  that 
it  is  no  easy  task  to  recover  the  true  and  ancient  meaning  of 
these  stories. 

While  Jesus  was  thus  drawing  a  few  personal  disciples 
round  him,  he  lost  no  opportunity  of  addressing  more  nu- 
merous hearers.  We  still  have  an  account  of  a  certain  Sab- 
bath that  he  spent  at  Capernaum,  and  on  which  he  went  to 
the  sj'nagogue,  accompanied  by  his  four  disciples,  to  address 
the  people.  The  impression  he  made  was  overpowenng. 
It  was  not  the  curiosity  roused  by  an  almost  unknown 
preacher,  or  the  simple  eloquence  with  which  he  spoke,  or 
the  glorious  future  that  formed  his  subject,  so  much  as  tlie 
glow  of  his  intense  conviction,  the  sacred  passion  of  his 
inspiration,  and  his  whole  attitude  towards  the  recognized 
authorities,  that  excited  such  amazement.  Even  the  most 
eminent  of  the  Scribes  invariably  appealed  in  confiimation  of 

1  Matthew  xiii.  47,  48. 

s  See,  for  example,  1  CoriQthiani  v.  7 ;  Revelation  i.  13-16,  &c. 
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their  assertions  to  some  passage  of  Scripture,  tx>  some  tradi- 
tional saying,  or  to  the  authority  of  some  great  teacher. 
But  this  new  preacher  seemed  to  speak  on  his  own  authority, 
as  though  he  had  a  higher  right  than  learning  or  study  could 
confer ;  nay,  as  though  he  were  the  equal  of  those  prophets 
of  old  who  received  their  messages  direct  from  the  Most 
High.^ 

An  example  of  the  deep  impression  made  by  the  presence 
and  the  words  of  Jesus  is  furnished  by  what  follows.  In  the 
synagogue  there  happened  to  be  a  man  possessed  by  a  demon. 
He  had  not  escaped  the  general  excitement ;  and  when  Jesus 
had  ended,  and  every  one  began  to  talk  over  what  he  had 
said,  the  evil  spirit  fell  upon  its  victim,  and  he  leaped  up  and 
shrieked,  "  Ha !  what  have  we  to  do  with  you,  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth ?  Are  you  come  to  cast  me  and  my  fellow-demons  into 
the  fire  of  Gehenna  ?  I  know  who  you  are !  You  are  the 
Holy  One  of  God  1 "  All  eyes  were  turned  to  the  spot  whence 
these  words  arose ;  but  Jesus,  looking  steadily  at  the  man, 
and  addressing  the  demon  in  a  tone  of  stern  rebuke,  said  to 
him,  "  Silence  !  come  out  of  him ! "  The  man  fell,  shrieking 
and  convulsed,  upon  the  ground,  and  the  evil  spirit  had  gone 
out  of  him.  Then  he  stood  up,  delivered  from  his  tormentor 
and  unharmed.  The  amazement  of  all  present  knew  no 
bounds.  What  could  it  mean?  Were  ever  such  words  of 
might  heard  before?  Even  the  very  devils  obeyed  when  he 
commanded  !  And  the  news  of  what  had  taken  place  spread 
like  fire  through  the  whole  countr}-  round. 

It  was  but  natural  that  Jesus  should  leave  the  synagogue 
as  soon  as  possible  after  this  event.  Besides,  the  evening 
was  already  closing  in.  And  so,  accompanied  by  the  four 
disciples,  henceforth  inseparably  attached  to  him,  he  went  to 
the  house  of  Simon,  who  was  a  manied  man,  and  whose 
mother-in-law  lived  with  him.  It  happened  that  this  mother- 
in-law  was  iU  in  bed  at  the  time  with  fever,  and  as  soon  as 
Jesus  heard  it  he  went  up  to  her,  took  her  hand  (Luke  adds 
that  he  rebuked  the  fever,  which  was  very  violent)  and 
raised  her  up.  The  fever  left  her  at  once,  and  in  grateful 
joy  she  began  to  prepare  the  evening  meal.  But  these  two 
cares  were  not  all ;  for  as  soon  as  the  sun  was  set  and  the 
Sabbath  over,  a  host  of  sick  and  possessed  were  brought  to 
him.  The  whole  city  came  out  to  see  him,  and  a  great  crowd 
collected  round  the  door.  He  healed  many  sufferers  from 
various  ailments,  and  expelled  a  number  of  evil  spirits.    The 

1  Compare  Matthew  vii.  28,  89. 
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latter  knew  that  he  was  the  Messiah,  and  he  had  to  forbid 
them  to  speak,  for  they  sometimes  cried  out,  "  You  ai'e  the 
Son  of  God  !  '* 

What  are  we  to  think  of  this  story?  It  need  hardly  be  said 
that  we  cannot  accept  it  as  it  stands.  We  utterly  disbelieve 
in  actual  devils  living  in  men ;  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that 
these  spirits  recognized  and  proclaimed  Jesus  as  the  Messiah, 
wlien  we  know  that  he  himself  had  no  such  idea  as  yet; 
and  we  cannot  believe  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
bronght  out  their  sick,  and  that  Jesus  played  the  part  of  a 
me«.licine-man !  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  going  too 
far  utterly  to  reject  the  whole  story.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
Jesus  preached  in  the  83*nagogue  at  Capernaum,  and  indeed, 
even  if  it  were  not  expressly  stated,  we  should  almost  take 
for  granted  that  he  made  himself  hoard  in  the  house  of  prayer 
before  he  had  been  settled  long  in  the  city ;  nor  would  there 
be  anj'  more  suitable  or  probable  place  in  which  he  could  utter 
his  iirst  exhortation.  Again,  the  amazement  he  is  said  to  have 
caused,  and  the  deep  impression  he  created,  are  only  what  we 
should  expect. 

We  may  go  still  further.  It  would  be  a  mistake  to  deny 
that  Jesus  ever  healed  those  ''  possessed  by  devils."  We 
must  remember  that  in  those  days,  and  especially  among  the 
Jews,  this  "  possession  "  was  a  kind  of  epidemic.  Josephus 
makes  repeated  mention  of  it.  The  causes  of  its  prevalence 
cannot  be  fixed  with  certainty  ;  but  we  ma}-  well  believe  that 
the  state  of  nervous  tension  caused  by  the  depressing  circum- 
stances of  the  times,  together  with  the  feverish  expectation  of 
deliverance,  and  the  consequent  religious  revival,"  was  a  pow- 
erful ally  of  the  prevalent  superstition,  —  and  these  morbid 
spiritual  phenomena  are  ver}*  infectious.  *' Possession  "  was 
at  bottom  a  nervous  derangement,  which  showed  itself  some- 
times in  tcmporar}'  or  permanent  insanit}',  sometimes  in  fits 
of  deep  depression,  sometimes  in  convulsive  attacks  at  regu- 
larly recurring  intervals,  and  sometimes  even  in  loss  of  con- 
trol over  the  members,  resulting  in  temporary  deafness, 
blindness,  or  paralysis.  Now  it  was  customary  in  ancient 
times  to  ascribe  both  madness  and  epilepsy  to  the  immediate 
influence  or  actual  presence  in  the  bod}^  of  the  patient  of 
some  deity  or  spirit.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  epileps}'  waa 
called  the  morbus  sacer^  or  '*  sacred  disease."  A  similar  belief 
prevailed  among  the  Israelites  ;  for  during  the  early  centuries 
of  their  renewed  national  existence    they  had  borrowed  an 

1  See  pp.  4,  6,  96-99,  106,  108. 
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elaborate  belief  in  angels  and  demons  from  the  Persians,  and 
had  worked  it  out  more  or  less  independent!}'  themselves. 
The  Jews,  then,  definitely  believed  that  evil  spirits,  subject  to 
Satan,  dwelt  in  the  bodies  of  the  "  possessed,"  and  toitured 
them ;  and  to  their  influence  they  ascribed  all  the  phenomena 
above  referred  to,  and  in  general  all  diseases  that  seemed 
strange  or  mysterious,  including  perhaps  the  ague,  which  is 
still  a  riddle  to  the  medical  men  of  our  own  times.  Thus 
Luke  can  say  of  Jesus,  as  he  stood  by  the  bed  of  Simon's 
mother-in-law,  that  he  rebuked  the  ague  as  if  it  had  had  a 
personal  existence,  —  as  if  it  were  a  demon  and  had  to  be 
expelled. 

It  is  true  that,  above  four  centuries  earlier  than  the  time 
of  which  we  are  speaking,  the  great  Hippocrates  of  Cos  had 
laid  the  firm  foundations  of  medical  science  among  the  Greeks, 
and  had  combated  this  ver}'  superstition  in  his  work  "On 
the  Sacred  Disease."  But  the  Jews  were  much  behind  their 
age  in  this  matter.  They  fled  to  the  general  refuge  of  igno- 
rance, therefore,  and  ascribed  a  supernatural  origin  to  most 
diseases.  The  necessarj'  consequence  was  that  the}'  neglected 
natural  remedies  in  favor  of  magical  incantations  or  elixirs, 
and  other  such  devices.  And  so  there  were  a  number  of 
exorcists  (or  expellers  of  devils)  in  the  country,  and  some  of 
them,  of  course,  were  more  successful  than  others.  The  Es- 
senes  appear  to  have  paid  especial  attention  to  the  art  of 
exorcism.  Josephus  tells  us  that  Solomon  had  received  power 
over  the  demons  from  God,  so  that  he  could  heal  the  sick, 
and  that  he  had  collected  and  handed  down  the  magic  for- 
mulae of  exorcism.  "This  art,"  continues  he,  "still  flour- 
ishes among  us  greatly."  The  Talmud  and  later  authorities 
also  attribute  to  Solomon  a  book  on  this  branch  of  the  healing 
art,  though  i-eall}'  the  idea  of  possession  was  not  so  much  as 
dreamed  of  in  his  time.  Josephus  tells  us  that  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Machsenis  a  root  called  baHras  is  to  be  found ; 
that  it  is  like  a  flame  of  fire  in  color ;  that  it  throws  out  shin- 
ing rays  by  night ;  that  any  one  who  gathers  it,  without  cer- 
tain fanciful  and  grotesque  precautions  which  he  rehearses,  is 
sure  to  lose  his  Ufe,  but  that  it  is  an  infallible  means  of  ex- 
pelling the  evil  spirits  which  have  taken  possession  of  human 
beings. 

We  must  not  be  too  hard  on  the  superstitious  contempora- 
ries of  Jesus ;  for  we  must  remember  that,  however  absurd 
we  may  think  the  belief  in  the  immediate  connection  between 
unclean  spirits  and  human  beings,  and  the  influence  of  evil 
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powers  upon  human  life,  these  beliefs  maintained  themselve* 
for  centuries  in  the  Christian  Church.  In  remote  countiy  dis- 
tricts, and  the  neglected  quarters  of  our  great  cities,  people 
still  believe  in  witches  and  wizards,  and  attribute  the  diseases 
of  children  or  animals  to  magic.  But  not  so  very  long  ago  the 
belief  was  universal.  Almost  two  centuries  after  the  Reform- 
ation, Balthazar  Bekker,  a  pastor  of  Amsterdam,  published 
his  celebrated  work,  ''The  Enchanted  World"  (1691-94),  in 
Holland,  —  at  that  time  the  centre  of  enlightenment  and 
science.  The  purpose  of  the  book  was  to  root  out  the  super- 
stitious belief  in  witches,  enchantment,  and  all  such  thiugs,  to 
which  so  man}^  innocent  lives  were  3'earlj  sacrificed  ;  and  the 
result  was  that  Bekker  was  denounced  as  an  infidel  and  a 
blasphemer  b}-  almost  every  one,  including  his  fellow-pastors 
and  even  the  professors  of  the  daj',  while  the  ecclesiastical 
authorities  dismissed  him  from  his  post. 

Now  when  we  examine  the  stories  of  "  possession  "  contained 
in  the  Gospels,^  we  find  that  the  symptoms  they  describe  agree 
very  well  with  what  ma}-  still  be  observed  in  the  case  of  persons 
suffering  from  similar  nervous  affections.  So  far,  then,  we 
need  not  scruple  to  accept  them  as  histoncal.  But  we  must 
be  discriminating  ;  for  in  the  mpst  detailed  accounts  of  exor- 
cisms certain  features  may  be  traced  which  warn  us  clearly 
enough  to  adopt  a  figurative  rather  than  a  literal  interpreta- 
tion, —  features  on  which  the  history  of  Jesus  throws  no  light, 
and  which  unmistakably  betray  the  age  of  the  A|)ostles.  The 
consideration  of  these  stories  we  shall  defer  to  Book  II.  It 
would,  however,  be  quite  equally  rash  and  uncritical  to  apply 
the  symbolical  interpretation  indiscriminately  to  all  the  Gos- 
pel accounts  of  demoniacal  possession  and  its  cure.  There 
is  certainly  some  historical  foundation  for  them.  We  have  no 
suflScient  reason  and  therefore  no  right  entirely  to  reject  them. 
If  Jesus  really  did  restore  some  of  these  sufferers  to  them- 
selves, to  their  friends,  and  to  social  life,  we  can  readily  un- 
derstand how  misconceptions,  exaggerations,  and  unconscious 
Inventions  would  gather  round  the  fact,  and  crowd  our  Gos- 
pels with  accounts  of  miraculous  healings.  Again ,  such  events 
would  be  quite  enough  to  account  for  the  general  attention  al- 
most immediatel}"  fixed  on  Jesus,  and  for  the  great  excitement 
produced  by  his  appearance.  Though  he  never  adopted  any 
peculiarity  in  his  outer  mode  of  life,  as  John  did,  yet  these 
cures,  effected  as  they  were  without  any  of  the  superstitious 
postuiing  of  the  professional  exorcists,  would  be  enough  to 
E.g.  Mark  ix.  IT,  18  (Matthew  xrii.  16;  Luke  iz.  aO). 
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Bpread  his  fame  far  and  wide.  Finally,  such  healings  are  not 
inexplicable,  still  less  impossible.  Nervous  affections  are  still 
amenable,  in  many  cases,  to  control  b}'  moral  power,  b}'  the  as- 
cendancy of  any  one  respected  by  the  patient  for  instance,  or 
any  thing  that  rouses  his  own  dormant  enei^y  of  self-control. 
How  much  more  must  this  have  been  the  case  when  the  dis- 
ease was  regarded  as  the  effect  of  ''  possession,"  and  certain 
men  were  firmly  believed  to  have  secret  means  of  cure,  or  to  be 
specially  favored  by  God  with  power  of  casting  out  the  devil ! 
We  must  remember  that  these  beliefs  were  shared  by  the  suffer- 
ers themselves,  and  would  act  as  a  strong  all}'  to  that  sense  of 
moral  power  and  '*  authority  "  which  the  commanding  presence 
of  Jesus  inspired.  We  can  well  believe  that  though  Jesus  used 
no  magic  form  of  words,  the  fame  that  he  had  acquired,  the 
glance  of  his  eye,  and  his  commanding  '*  come  forth,"  were 
often  successful  in  producing  the  desired  result. 

It  is  much  more  doubtful  whether  Jesus  ever  cured  a  fever, 
as  he  is  said  to  have  done  in  this  story.  But  even  this  we 
cannot  pronounce  impossible.  There  are  many  instances  on 
record  of  fevers  having  been  cured,  even  in  modern  times,  by 
the  bare  word  of  one  who  had  perfect  reliance  on  himself,  and 
in  whose  power  the  patient  thoroughly  believed.  How  much 
more  likely  would  it  be  in  ancient  times  for  such  a  result  to 
follow  the  woi-d  of  a  prophet,  who  was  supposed  to  stand  in 
some  special  relation  to  God  !  But  there  is  nothing  to  con- 
firm this  special  cure  of  Simon's  mother-in-law. 

We  cannot  tell  whether  Jesus  ever  failed  in  his  attempts, 
which  were  probably  far  from  frequent,  to  cure  demoniacs,* 
nor  whether  an}'  of  those  whom  he  had  restored  afterwards 
relapsed.*  There  is  nothing  intrinsically  improbable  in  either 
supposition.  Again,  it  has  often  been  asked  what  the  opinion 
of  Jesus  himself  concerning  the  sufferers  really  was.  Was 
he  so  far  a  child  of  the  times  as  to  attribute  their  sufferings 
to  evil  spirits  dwelling  in  them?  Or  did  he  address  the  sup- 
posed demons  in  accordance  with  the  needs  of  the  patients, 
since  that  was  the  only  means  by  which  he  could  help  them  ? 
The  former  supposition  is  by  far  the  more  probable  in  itself. 
Indeed,  in  the  other  case,  there  would  have  been  a  want  of 
reality  in  his  position  which  would  have  gone  far  to  rob  him 
of  the  confidence  so  essential  to  success. 

It  mus*  not  be  forgotten  that  we  have  only  defended  the 

1  Compare  Mfttthew  xrii.  16,  19  (Mark  ix.  18,  28;  Luke  iz  40);  Acta  xix. 
13-16;  and  Mark  vi   ! 

*  Com|«re  Matthew  xii.  43-45  (Luke  xi.  24-26). 
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healing  of  demoniacs  in  general  as  worth}^  of  belief,  and  have 
by  no  means  affirmed  that  the  special  cure  said  to  have  been 
effected  on  that  particular  Sabbath  at  Capernaum  is  certainly 
historical.  We  can  only  say  that  it  is  not  incredible  in  itself; 
for,  after  all,  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  story  was  originally 
attached  to  the  account  of  this  fii-st  preaching  as  a  simple 
t^'pe  of  the  moral  power  exercised  by  elesus  on  the  minds  of 
men.  When  he  spoke  as  one  "  having  authority,"  the  con- 
sciences of  his  liearers  were  aroused,  and  all  impurit}'  of  heart 
and  disposition  —  every  evil  spirit  —  must  give  wa^*.  There 
is  all  the  more  reason  to  question  the  historical  accuracy  of 
the  story,  because  it  contains,  or  is  immediately  followed  b}^ 
certain  unliistorical  touches  to  which  we  have  ah*eady  called 
attention.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  the  monstrous  exaggera- 
tion of  the  statement  that  the  people  brought  all  who  were 
sick  of  an}'  disease  to  Jesus,  and  that  he  healed  them.  These 
short  and  comprehensive  general  assertions  constantly  recur,* 
and  are  never  to  be  trusted.  If  all  these  statements  wen* 
literall,y  true,  there  would  soon  have  been  no  sick  people  left 
in  Galilee  or  in  Jenisalem ;  but  the  Gospels  always  bring 
them  upon  the  scene  again,  and  so  contradict  themselves. 
Then  again,  the  recognition  of  Jesus  as  the  Messiah  bj'  the 
demoniac  in  the  temple  is  a  fiction  which  sprang  from  the 
belief  that  Jesus  had  come  forward  as  the  Messiah  from  the 
first,  and  that  the  demons  dwelling  in  the  sufferers  had  more 
than  human  knowledge.  On  the  same  supposition  the  Jews 
ascribed  to  these  spirits  their  own  belief  that,  when  the  Mes- 
sianic kingdom  was  established,  Satan  and  all  his  subordinates 
would  be  hurled  into  the  fire  of  Gehenna,  to  be  punished  ever- 
lastingly. Thus  when  the  demons  see  Jesus  they  cry  out, 
'*  Are  you  going  to  torture  us  now,  before  the  time,  before  the 
the  last  day?"* 

The  account  of  the  commencement  of  the  ministr}'  of  Jesus 
at  Capernaum  ends  with  his  sudden  departure  fi'om  the  place. 
When  the  evening  closed,  the  multitudes  went  home  to  rest ; 
and  esivly  in  the  morning,  when  all  around  him  slept,  Jesus 
rose  from  his  bed,  left  the  house  without  rousing  an)'  of  its 
inmates,  and  went  out  of  the  city  to  a  solitaty  spot  —  a  desert 
place  as  the  Evangelists  express  it  —  to  pray.     As  soon  as  it 

1  Matthew  iv.  23,  24,  viii.  16,  ix.  36,  xU.  16,  xiv.  14,  36.  xv.  30,  xix.  2,  xxi. 
14;  Mark  i.  32-34,  39,  iii.  10, 11,  vi.  66, 56 ;  Luke  iv.  40,  41.  y.  15, 17,  vi.  17>l£l. 
vil.  21.  ix.  11. 

S  Matthew  viii.  29. 
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was  day,  Simon  and  his  other  friends  of  course  perceived  that 
he  was  gone.  The}-  went  in  search  of  him,  and  when  they 
found  him  urged  him  to  return.  "Every  one  is  asking  for 
you,"  the}'  eagerl}-  exclaimed.  But  Jesus  refused  to  go  back. 
He  had  left  the  city  so  early  l>ecause  he  had  determined  to  go 
and  preach  in  other  places  in  the  neighborhood  ;  and  he  now 
began  to  carry  out  his  resolution. 

Such  is  the  ^account  in  Mark.  Now,  according  to  this 
Gospel,  Jesus  onl}-  came  to  Capernaum  the  day  before,  and 
had  therefore  onlj'  spent  that  single  Sabbath  day  in  the  city. 
That  would  be  the  reason  why  he  did  not  get  a  house  of  his 
own,  but  spent  the  night  in  Simon's.  This  brings  us  to 
observe  the  extraordinary  rapid  it}'  of  motion  which  character- 
izes the  narrative  of  the  second  Evangelist.  His  representa- 
tions are  generally  huiTied,  and  in  the  first  chapter  alone  the 
word  * '  immediately  "  occurs  eleven  or  twelve  times.  Luke  also 
mentions  the  departure  of  Jesus  in  the  earl}'  morning,  and 
Matthew  tells  us  that  after  healing  Simon's  mother-in-law 
and  other  people. he  left  Capernaum.^  But  Matthew  clearly 
and  expressly  states,  and  Luke  certainly'  implies,  that  Jesus 
had  already'  definitel}'  settled  at  the  place,  so  that  he  must 
have  made  a  longer  sta}'  than  Mark  allows.  Such  a  suppo- 
sition is  ceitainly  nearer  the  truth  than  the  inexplicable  haste 
vhicli  Mark  implies.  Since  Luke  has  told  us  nothing  of  the 
calling  of  the  four  disciples,  he  makes  the  multitudes  them- 
telves  seek  out  Jesus  and  endeavor  to  bring  him  back.  This 
is  highly  improbable.  He  also  makes  Jesus  answer,  '*  I  must 
bear  the  glad  tidings  of  the  approach  of  the  Messianic  age  to 
cither  cities  also.     This  is  my  mission." 

Jesus,  accordingly,  now  began  his  journey  through  Galilee. 
He  entered  the  synagogues  of  the  various  places,  and  took 
every  opportunity  of  proclaiming  the  kingdom  of  God.  Mag- 
dala,  Chorazln,  and  Bethsaida  are  especially  mentioned  among 
the  places  he  visited,  but  we  never  find  any  allusion  to  his 
having  been  at  the  capital,  Tiberias.  He  did  not  confine  his 
visits  to  the  cities  on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  but  travelled  in- 
land, came  to  Nazareth,  and  raised  the  voice  of  his  preaching 
everywhere.*  His  field  of  labor  was  wide,  brought  him  into 
f;ontact  with  all  kinds  of  people,  and  was  all  the  more  ex- 
liausting  because  he  could  not  as  yet  share  it  with  any  fellow- 
workers.  In  this  way  we  shall  see  him  toiling  on  till  he  leaves 
Galilee  on  that  journey  to  Jerusalem  which  was  to  cost  his 
life.     He  always  returned  fix)m  these  excursions  to  Caper- 

1  Matthew  viii.  18.  s  Matthew  iv.  23  (.Mark  i.  39;  Luke  iv.  44). 
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naum,  perhaps  Iq  search  of  that  rest  which  was  not  to  be 
found,  however,  even  here ;  perhaps  simply  because  he  had 
chosen  this  place  as  his  abode,  as  the  headquarters  of  his 
work,  and  his  point  of  departure  on  each  fresh  joume}'.* 
A-ccordinglj'  we  shall  often  find  him  here  again. 

What  gave  liim  strength  to  bear  the  perpetual  strain  he 
found  himself  compelled  to  undergo?  We  shall  deal  ex- 
pressly with  this  question  further  on,  but  cannot  refrain  from 
observing  here  how  beautifully  and  fittingly  the  second  Gos- 
pel closes  the  account  of  his  first  public  appearance,  when  it 
says  that  the  next  morning  at  the  dawn  of  da}'  Jesus  went 
alone  to  pray.  We  cannot  tell  whence  the  writer  derived  this 
detail.  He  ma}'  have  supplied  it  from  his  own  imagination  ; 
but,  if  so,  we  are  willing  to  believe  that  his  conjecture  was  a 
true  one.  We  ma}'  well  suppose  that  Jesus  could  not  sleep 
that  night.  The  day  that  had  just  closed  was  of  such  deep 
import  for  the  cause  to  which  he  had  consecrated  his  life ! 
His  first  public  utterances  had  been  crowned  with  so  rich  a 
promise  of  good  results,  and  his  success,  for  the  time  at  least, 
was  now  made  sure  !  The  strain  upon  his  powers  had  been 
80  great  that  both  head  and  heart  were  too  full  for  rest,  and 
thoughts  innumerable  rushed  in  upon  him  in  the  stillness  of 
the  night.  He  must  rise  and  go  out  into  the  open  scenes  of 
Nature.  Then  he  bowed  down  his  head  and  raised  his  heart 
to  God  with  the  prayer  that  this  first  success  might  be 
crowned  by  His  richest  blessing ;  that  he  himself  might  not 
be  too  much  elated  by  the  enthusiasm  he  had  inspired  ;  that 
the  power  to  work  unceasingly  might  never  fail  or  leave  him. 

Sibch  prayers  as  his  are  never  left  unanswered. 

1  Matthew  ix.  1,  xiii.  1,  36 ;  Mark  ii.  1,  iii.  19,  vii.  17. 
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Chafteb  X. 

JESUS  AS  THE  TEACHER  OF  HIS  PEOPLE. 

IfATTHBW  VII.  24-27,  XIII.  1-23.  31-86,  44-48,  51,  62,  XIV.  1^-21 ; 
Mark  IV.  26-29.1 

What  is  the  sacred  place  where  thou  dost  teach  ? 

The  grassy  slope,  the  corn  land  vale,  or  beach, 

The  fisher's  boat  rocked  on  the  heaving  lake  f 
The  lowliest  threshold  and  the  busiest  street 
Are  holy  ground  when  trodden  by  thv  feet, 

For  thou  canst  everywhere  a  temple  malce ! 

BY  these  words  the  poet  means  that  Jesus  neither  required 
nor  even  asked  for  an}'  specially  holy  place,  any  conse-\ 
ci*ated  pulpit,  but  accepted  every  occasion  offered  him  by  daily  I 
life  and  every  place  in  any  degree  suited  to  his  purpose,  andj 
made  it  a  holy  temple  by  his  presence  and  his  words./  Uer 
tainly  this  new  teacher,  who  had  first  appeared  at  Capernaum, 
and  was  now  journeying  through  the  cities  of  Galilee,  had  not 
a  touch  of  that  consequential  and  pompous  solemnity  of  man- 
ner upon  which  some  orators  rely  for  half  their  power.  He 
took  the  fullest  advantage  of  the  ease  and  freedom  rendered 
possible  by  the  climate  and  the  social  institutions  of  the  East ; 
and  we  find  him  sometimes  addressing  a  little  knot  of  hearers, 
sometimes  preaching  to  a  more  or  less  numerous  assembly,  — 
at  one  time  speaking  in  his  own  house,^  at  another  in  a  neigh- 
bor's,* perhaps  at  the  friendl}*  meal  to  which  he  has  come  as  a 
guest ;  *  and  yet  again  in  the  highways,*  or  in  the  ample  mar- 
ket-place, at  the  gate  of  a  city,'^  or  on  a  quiet  walk  through 
the  open  country,'  on  the  picturesque  shores  of  the  lake,  or  in 
a  boat  that  rides  at  anchor.®  He  even  seems  to  prefer  some 
place  at  a  distance  from  the  tumult  of  the  cities,  such  as  a 
grassy  plain  •  or  the  slope  of  a  mountain,*^  where  he  can  address 
a  tolerably  numerous  audience.** 

1  Matthew  xv.  32-38;  Mark  iv.  1>20,  30-34,  vi.  30-44,  viii.  1-9;  Luke  vi. 
47-49,  viii-  4-15,  ix.  10-17,  xiii.  18-21. 

2  Hark  ii.  1,  iii.  19,  &c.  8  Matthew  viii.  14;  Luke  x.  38,  &c. 

*  Luke  vii.  36,  xiv.  1,  &c.  *  Luke  xiii.  26;  compare  x.  10. 

«  Mark  vi.  bQ.  ?  Matthew  xvi.  13;  Luke  xi.  1,  &c. 

8  Matthew  xiii.  1,2;  Mark  ii.  13;  Luke  v.  1.    See,  also,  p.  128. 

*  Bfatthew  xiv.  15,  19 ;  compare  vi.  30;  Mark  vi.  39. 

V>  Matthew  v.  1,  xv.  29.  "  Matthew  xiv.  21,  xv.  38. 
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All  this,  however,  does  not  alter  the  fact  that  the  syna- 
gogues —  those  academies  of  Israel,  those  centres  of  the  peo- 
ple's religious  life  —  must  have  presented  themselves  to  Jesus 
as  the  usual  and  the  most  appropriate  places  in  which  to  speak 
of  religious  subjects,^  especially  as  hardly  a  hamlet  was  with- 
out one,  while  each  of  the  larger  towns  had  several.  It  was 
in  the  synagogue  that  he  uttered  that  discourse  to  which  he 
owed  his  first  success  at  Capernaum.  The  structure  of  these 
synagogues  varied  considerably,  and  some  of  them  were  splen- 
didly adorned.  Those  of  the  little  cities  of  Galilee,  to  which 
the  visits  of  Jesus  were  almost  entirel}-  confined,  were  proba- 
bly oblong  buildings,  varying  in  size,  and  generally  provided 
with  a  colonnade.  B3'  far  the  greater  part  of  the  interior  was 
occupied  b}'  the  seats  for  the  men  and  women,  carefully  sepa- 
rated from  each  other ;  then,  further  on,  came  the  pulpit,  and 
probably  seats  for  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue  and  the  elders  ; 
lastl}',  sunk  into  the  wall  that  looked  towards  Jerusalem,  or 
fixed  upon  it,  was  the  chest  which  contained  the  sacred  rolls. 
To  these  synagogues  any  one  might  come  at  the  appointed 
hours  (nine,  twelve,  and  three  o'clock)  to  offer  his  daily 
pra^-ers.*  Here  the  Law  was  read  aloud,  not  only  on  the 
Sabbath,  but  on  Monday's  and  Thursdays,  when  the  markets 
were  held,  the  courts  of  justice  sat,  the  country  people  came 
into  the  cities,  and  the  Pharisees  kept  fast.'  But  the  service 
of  Saturday  was,  out  of  all  comparison,  the  most  impoitant. 
First  of  all  the  praj-ers  were  uttered,  in  a  standing  posture, 
and  in  the  language  of  the  people  ;  then  a  passage  was  read 
out  of  one  of  the  five  rolls  of  the  Law,  followed  by  a  section 
from  one  of  the  eight  prophetic  rolls  (Joshua,  Judges,  Sam- 
uel, Kings,^  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  and  the  minor  proph- 
ets from  Hosea  to  Malachi).  These  passages  of  Scripture 
were  expounded  and  applied,  as  well  as  read,  and  it  was 
usual  for  one  to  read  and  another  to  interpret.  In  the  after- 
noon the  worshippers  assembled  again  to  read  a  shorter  pas- 
sage of  Scripture,  and  often  stayed  on  into  the  evening  with 
lighted  lamps.  The  congregation  said  amen  to  the  prayera ;  * 
and,  though  it  was  forbidden  to  interrupt  the  speaker,  we  may 
be  sure  that  Oriental  vivacity  found  some  means  of  expressing 
occasional  approval  or  dissent  clearly  enough.  Of  course  the 
Scribes,  who  had  studied  at  the  University  of  Jerusalem,  who 
bad  sat  at  the  feet  of  celebrated  teachers,  and  who  still  de- 

1  See  pp.  130,  131,  137.  >  Matthew  vL  ft. 

•  Luke  xviii.  12.  <  See  vol.  i.  p.  350. 

*  Compare  1  Corinthians  xiv.  16. 
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voted  their  time  and  strength  to  the  constant  study  of  the 
Scripture,  or  perhaps  of  the  Law  alone,  were  most  frequently 
requested  to  address  the  people  after  the  reading  of  Scripture ; 
hut  every  Israelite  who  had  reached  manhood,  and  was  in  full 
enjoyment  of  his  ecclesiastical  and  civil  rights,  was  qualified 
to  speak  in  the  synagogue.  In  the  time  of  Jesus  there  was 
no  trace  as  yet  of  any  academical  title  or  diploma  which  the 
leader  of  public  worship  must  hold.  An}-  one  who  frequently 
spoke  in  the  synagogue,*  especially  if  he  gained  some  celebrity 
as  a  teacher,  was  saluted  by  the  title  of  honor,  —  '^  Rabbi,"  or 
"  Master,"  whether  he  had  had  a  learned  education  or  not.* 

Jesus,  then,  took  every  occasion  that  came  in  his  way,  and 
especially  availed  himself  of  the  admirable  opportunities  af- 
forded by  the  synagogue,  to  preach  what  he  had  at  heart  to 
the  people.  With  this  general  statement  we  must  rest  con- 
tent, for  his  discourses  and  detached  sayings  have  been  pre- 
served, collected,  and  handed  down  to  us  without  any  strict 
obser\'ance  of  time  and  place  in  their  arrangement.  This  is 
only  what  we  might  fairly  have  expected.  Tlie  oral  tradition 
preceded  the  written ;  and  what  could  be  more  natural  than 
to  collect  the  similar  discourses  without  reference  to  the  inter- 
vals of  time  or  space  which  separated  them?  Indeed,  our 
Kvangelists  themselves  make  very  free  with  the  time  and  place 
of  the  discourses  in  fitting  them  into  their  own  framework. 
We  will  take  a  remarkable  example.  In  the  fifth,  sixth,  and 
seventh  chapters  of  Matthew  we  possess  an  inestimable  col- 
lection of  short  sayings  and  more  extended  discourses  which 
the  first  Evangelist,  or  perhaps  to  a  great  extent  the  Apostle 
from  whom  his  Gospel  takes  its  name,'  had  woven  together ; 
but  they  were  really  uttered  at  various  times  and  under  van 
ous  circumstances,  and  have  no  connection  with  each  other. 
Matthew,  however,  represents  Jesus  as  ha\'ing  delivered  the 
whole  collection  at  once  on  a  mountain.  Hence  the  name  of 
*'  Sermon  on  the  Mount "  is  given  to  this  precious  monument 
of  the  teaching  of  Jesus,  and  the  legend  has  fixed  upon  ^^the 
horns  of  Chattin  "  *  as  the  place  from  which  the  sermon  was 
delivered.  Now  the  Evangelist  had  a  special  motive  for  fix- 
ing upon  a  mountain  for  this  purpose.  He  intended  to  repre- 
sent Jesus  laying  down  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  as  the  counterpart  of  Moses,  who  promulgated  the 
oonstitution  of  the  Old  Covenant  from  Mount  Sinai.*    Luke, 

1  Matthew  xstiii.  7.  >  Matthew  viii.  19,  ix.  11,  xvii.  24,  xxii.  16. 

*  See  p.  30.  ^  See  the  plan  of  Gennesaretb  in  Map  V, 

»  See  vol.  i.^p.  296,  299. 
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on  the  other  hand,  not  wishing  Jesus  to  be  regarded  as  a  seo- 
ond  Moses,  or  another  lawgiver,  just  as  deliberatel}-  makes 
the  Master  deliver  this  discourse  on  a  pUun.^ 

In  reproducing  the  teaching  of  Jesus,  then,  we  must  be  on 
our* guard.  As  a  rule  we  need  not  pa}'  much  attention  to  the 
order  of  sequence  observed  in  the  Gospels.  There  are  some 
,  few  points  as  to  which  we  ma}'  feel  reasonably  certain ;  for 
example,  that  many  savings  which  belong  to  the  closing 
rather  than  the  opening  period  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus  have 
been  put  too  early  b}'  the  Evangelists,  and  that  his  more 
gloomy  utterances  fit  best  into  the  later  part  of  his  career.* 
Such  points  as  these  we  shall  try  to  keep  in  view,  but  for  the 
rest  shall  generally  take  up  the  sajings  of  Jesus  as  opportu- 
nit}'  occurs,  without  laying  much  stress  on  the  order  in  which 
he  uttered  them.  But  first  we  must  say  a  few  words  as  to  the 
general  form  and  subject-matter,  the  spirit  and  contents  of 
his  teaching.  We  shall  attempt  to  do  so,  adding  illustrative 
examples,  in  this  and  the  next  three  chapters. 

Most  of  the  specimens  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus  that  we  ^ili 
possess  are  in  the  foim  of  parables  ;  that  is  to  say,  fictitious 
but  not  impossible  stories  or  images,  generally  suggested  by 
the  incidents  and  usages  of  dail}'  life,  and  destined  to  illustrate 
some  special  truth.  To  understand  them  fully  we  must  first 
of  all  get  a  clear  conception  of  the  image,  or  the  supposed 
event  itself:  the  study  of  antiquities  is  an  invaluable  aid 
to  us  here.  Then  we  must  lay  all  the  stress  on  the  points  of 
comparison,  in  which  the  lesson  is  contained,  without  attend- 
ing too  much  to  what  is  merely  incidental  to  the  form  of  the 
parable.  The  moral  stories  or  sketches  of  character,  as  they 
may  be  called,  which  are  onl}'  found  in  Luke,  form  a  separate 
class  of  themselves. 

Now  the  question  is,  how  it  comes  to  pass  that  we  have  so 
many  more  specimens  of  this  kind  of  preaching  than  of  any 
other  ?  Did  Jesus  usually  teach  in  parables  ;  ^  or  is  it  simply 
that  they  were  easier  to  remember  and  repeat  than  other  forms 
of  discourse?  It  may  be  urged  that  we  have  several  speci- 
mens of  the  proverbial  or  epigrammatic  stj^le  of  teaching  fix)ni 
his  lips  ;  that  he  showed  a  great  love  of  throwing  his  sayings 
into  the  form  of  paradoxes  ;  and  that  he  must,  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  have  occasionally  delivered  long  discourses  or 
addresses,  —  but  that  all  these  forms  of  utterance  were  harder 
to  remember  than  the  parables,  and  have  therefore  oftener 

1  Luke  vi.  17  s  See  p.  13.         >  Mark  iv.  33,  34  (Matthew  xiii.  84,  35). 
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deen  lost.  All  this  ma}"  be  perfectly  true,  but  still  Jesus  does 
seem  to  have  chosen  the  parable  as  his  most  frequent  mode 
of  teaching.  The  reason  is  simple  and  obvious.  Ho  had  a 
special  talent  for  making  parables.  Not  that  he  took  a  pride 
in  it.  Such  small-minded  vanity  was  utterly  foreign  to  him. 
But  the  images  presented  themselves  so  naturally  that  he  was 
never  at  a  loss  for  them.  And,  besides,  this  mode  of  teach- 
ing had  several  special  advantages  in  itself.  It  excited  and 
retained  the  attention  of  the  hearers,  and  was  alwa^'s  listened 
to  with  fresh  delight.  The  images  thus  imprinted  on  the  im- 
agination, together  with  the  lessons  they  taught,  fixed  them- 
selves without  effort  on  the  memory,  and  were  passed  from 
mouth  to  mouth.  Last,  not  least,  they  stimulated  independent 
thought.  A  parable  like  a  riddle  excites  curiosity  and  chal- 
lenges the  exercise  of  ingenuit}'.  The  speakei^'s  meaning  might 
be  sometimes  more  and  sometimes  less  obvious,  but  it  always 
had  to  be  looked  for,  and  so  required  some  effort  on  the  hear- 
er's part. 

The  Gospels  themselves  give  another  reason.^  The  disci 
pies  ask  Jesus  privately  what  was  the  meaning  of  one  of  his 
parables,  and  also  wh}-  he  adopts  this  indirect  method  of  teach- 
ing. He  answers,  "  It  is  granted  to  you  to  understand  these 
new  truths  of  the  kingdom  of  God ;  but  to  the  multitude  I 
speak  in  parables  that  they  may  see  and  yet  be  blind,  and 
may  hear  3'et  not  understand."  Then  he  strongly-  emphasizes 
these  last  words  b^^  a  quotation  from  Isaiah,  in  which  the 
prophet  represents  the  fruitlessness  of  his  preaching  as  de- 
signed b}'  Yahweh  himself.^  Now  such  a  reason  as  this, 
taken  literally,  is  essentially  absurd.  No  man  in  his  senses 
would  undertake  to  teach  the  people  with  the  express  purpose 
of  not  being  understood ;  and  to  saj-  that  Jesus  used  figura- 
tive language  for  fear  people  might  understand  him  and  then 
repent  and  be  forgiven  *  would  be  a  senseless  slander.  Nor 
is  this  what  the  Evangelists  meant ;  but  when  the}*  contem- 
plated Israel's  obstinate  want  of  faith,  they  supposed  that  God 
must  have  foreordained  the  sad  result,  or  else  the  woixis  of 
Jesus  would  have  met  with  more  acceptance.  There  is,  how- 
ever a  e^erm  of  truth  in  this  view  of  the  purpose  of  Jesus. 
He  caiihot  have  intended  to  be  fuUy  understood  at  once  by 
every  one.  He  must  have  known  that  some  of  the  thoughts 
he  uttered  were  so  new,  and  in  such  direct  conflict  with  the 

1  Matthew  xiii.  10-17  (Mark  iv.  10-12;  Luke  viii.  9,  10). 

S  Matthew  xiii.  14. 15;  compare  Isaiah  vi.  9, 10.  See  vol.  ii.  chap,  xxiii.  p  34S. 

t  Mark  \r.  12. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


144  JE8US   AS   THE  TEACHER   OF   HIS    PEOPLE. 

ti-aditions  and  prejudices  of  his  people,  that  the}-  could  not 
possibly  accept  them  all  at  once.  Had  he  spoken  without 
metaphor  he  would  have  shoi'ked  his  hearers  too  deeply-  to 
convince  them.  He  was  therefore  obliged  to  be  content  for 
the  present  with  shaking  their  fixed  ideas  and  setting  them  to 
think.  Nay,  the  only  possible  way  of  removing  their  religious 
prejudices  was  to  enable  them  gradually'  to  reach  the  meaning 
of  his  words,  and  so  to  understand  the  secrets  of  the  kingdom 
of  God  by  the  exercise  of  their  own  powers  ;  for  when  a  par- 
able had  thoroughly  enlisted  their  sympathies  in  some  simple 
case  in  which  their  prejudices  were  not  at  work,  they  gradually 
perceived  that  the}'  had  been  induced  to  accept  some  gi*eat 
principle  which  was  at  variance  with  many  of  the  convictions 
they  had  hitherto  cherished.  And  yet  they  always  felt  its  truth 
as  far  as  they  understood  it,  and  were  too  deeply  committed 
in  their  sympathies  to  be  able  to  draw  back,  as  its  ftill  mean- 
ing slowly  opened  out  before  them ;  and  when  once  a  man  has 
discovered  the  truth  himself,  that  truth  which  no  one  else  can 
make  him  see,  he  will  readilj'  relinquish  all  his  cherished  pre- 
judices as  misleading  ;  na}',  he  will  do  more  !  But  let  Jesus 
himself  tell  us  what :  — 

Once  on  a  time  a  laborei-  was  digging  up  his  master's  land 
when  he  happened  to  drive  his  spade  or  mattock  a  little  deeper 
than  usual,  and  struck  upon  something  hard,  that  glittered  as 
he  drew  up  the  spade.  Then  he  dug  down  with  a  will,  and 
threw  the  earth  aside  till  his  eyes  were  riveted  by  a  great 
treasure  of  gold  and  silver  and  precious  things!  It  most 
have  been  buried  there  years,  perhaps  centuries  ago,  in  time 
of  war,  and  its  owner  had  sunk  into  the  grave  without  impart- 
ing his  secret  to  any  one.  The  fortunate  discoverer  was  be- 
side himself  with  delight.  He  covered  up  his  treasure  again 
so  that  no  one  would  suspect  that  an}*  thing  was  there,  hast- 
ened to  the  owner  of  the  field,  and  asked  him  what  he  would 
sell  it  for.  As  soon  as  he  knew  the  sum  required,  he  went 
and  sold  ever}-  thing  he  had ;  sold  the  house  and  little  plot  of 
land  on  which  perhaps  his  grandfather  and  great-grandfather 
had  lived ;  sold  the  furniture  and  the  very  tools  he  had  learned 
to  love  as  though  they  were  living  things  ;  had  but  one  thought, 
one  purpose,  to  scrape  together  the  requiied  sum !  At  last 
he  had  it.  He  went  to  the  farmer  and  bought  the  land.  What 
were  the  sacrifices  he  had  made  to  the  treasure  he  had  se- 
cured?* *'  But  the  man  was  shamefully  dishonest,"  you  will 
Bay.     Perhaps  so.     Indeed,  there  is  no  doubt  abo'it  it.     But 

X  'Haitheyr  ziii.  44 
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that  is  not  the  point  of  comparison.  The  story  is  only  meant 
to  bring  out  the  man's  eagerness  to  sacrifice  every  thing,  with- 
out reserve  and  without  hesitation,  for  the  treasure  he  had 
found. 

Here  is  another  form  of  the  same  :  — 

There  was  once  a  merchant  who  dealt  in  costly  pearls  (a 
travelling  jeweller  as  we  should  express  it)  who  longed  to  be- 
come fan^ous  in  his  trade.  So  he  visited  the  i)earl  fisheries 
of  the  Persian  Gulf  and  the  Indian  coasts  in  spring.  Once 
on  a  time  he  entered  a  certain  hut,  and  the  fisherman  to 
whom  it  belonged  showed  him  a  pearl  so  large,  so  clear,  so 
perfectly  rounded,  that  he  had  never  seen  its  fellow.  His 
eyes  gleamed  at  the  sight.  What  must  he  give  for  it?  The 
fisher  named  his  price.  It  ma^^  have  been  enormously  high, 
bat  it  was  not  dear.  '*  Good  !  Keep  it  for  me,  and  let  no 
one  else  have  it."  The  jeweller  went  out  and  hastened  to 
dispose  of  all  he  had ;  pearls,  precious  stones,  every  thing ! 
Did  he  not  grieve  over  his  loss?  Nay,  he  never  gave  a 
thought  to  it.  At  last  he  had  collected  the  required  sum. 
He  hastened  to  the  fisher ;  he  paid  the  money  with  a  beat- 
ing heart,  and  the  splendid  pearl  was  his  own.^ 

You  see  the  meaning  of  these  paiables?  One  man,  like 
the  laborer,  learns  what  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  without 
having  ever  thought  of  it  or  looked  for  it ;  while  another, 
like  the  merchant,  has  been  searching  for  truth  and  goodness 
for  whole  3'ears,  perhaps  a  lifetime,  not  knowing  what  a  glo- 
rious discovery  awaits  him.  But  when  once  a  man,  by  what- 
soever means,  has  seen  the  surpassing  glory  of  that  kingdom, 
he  is  read}'  to  sacrifice  every  thing  without  another  thought, 
if  he  ma}'  but  enter  in.  He  will  not  onl}'  sacrifice  his  gold  or 
his  possessions,  all  earthly  love  or  the  esteem  of  men,  if  they 
draw  his  heart  away  from  that  kingdom,  but  he  will  in  every 
case  sacrifice  himself  and  his  religious  prejudices,  every  thing 
he  has  loved  hitherto,  but  now  finds  to  be  neither  good  nor 
true.  But,  remember,  he  must  find  the  treasure  or  the  pearl 
himself.     No  one  can  find  it  for  him. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  style  of  teaching  adopted  by  Jesus 
and  the  reasons  which  influenced  him  in  choosing  it,  and  we 
may  naturally  go  on  to  ask  whether  he  can  fairly  be  called  a 
popular  teacher.  If  we  mean  by  a  popular  teacher  one  who 
enables  his  hearers  to  follow  him  without  efibrt,  and  to  com- 
prehend him  easily  and  perfectly  at  once,  then  we  must 

1  Matthew  xiii.  45,  46. 
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answer  that  Jesus  was  very  far  indeed  from  being  one.  What 
be  had  to  say  was  drawn  from  the  sacred  depths  of  his  own 
spiritual  life,  and  the  general  mass  of  his  hearers  were  utterly 
incapable  of  sounding  the  profundity  and  fully  comprehend- 
ing the  scope  of  his  words.  Even  his  disciples  and  friends 
were  generally  unable  to  grasp  his  true  meaning ;  and  there 
can  have  been  but  few  whose  yearning  for  salvation  and 
longing  for  the  truth  enabled  them  to  understand  the  Master. 
The  superficiality  that  springs  from  prejudice  and  self-conceit 
was,  and  still  is,  an  insuperable  and,  alas!  too  common 
obstacle ;  and  it  is  not  given  to  many,  even  now,  to  see  into 
the  soul  of  Jesus.  But  the  privilege  of  being  understood  by 
every  one  is  confined  by  its  ver}-  nature  to  those  who  stand 
upon  something  like  the  same  level  as  their  hearers.  True 
popularity  is  something  verj'  ditt'erent  from  superficiality,  and 
in  this  other  and  higher  sense  it  ma}'  be  said  that  few  teach- 
ers have  ever  been  so  popular  as  Jesus.  In  the  first  place 
he  was  perfectly  simple.  His  language  is  never  florid.  It 
beai-8  no  trace  of  the  usual  Oriental  inflation,  or  the  elaborate 
trivialities  of  the  rabbis  ;  nor  does  he  bur}'  his  teaching  under 
a  heap  of  traditional  authorities,  cit<»d  with  a  great  display 
of  learning.  His  calmness,  his  natural  simplicity,  his  straight- 
forward neglect  of  artificial  adornments,  and  his  transparent 
clearness  command  our  admiration.  Even  when  he  threw 
his  thoughts  into  the  form  of  paradoxes,  which  he  sometimes 
did  involuntarily,  but  often  on  purpose,  it  was  not  because 
he  wished  to  be  enigmatical,  but  simpl}*  to  assist  the  percep- 
tion of  his  hearers  by  bringing  a  powerful  stimulus  to  bear 
upon  their  thoughts  and  feelings,  and  stamping  his  concep- 
tion upon  their  minds  b}'  the  incisive  form  into  which  he 
threw  it.  We  shall  meet  with  many  illustrations  of  this  fact 
as  we  go  on,  and  may  now  confine  ourselves,  b}'  way  of 
example,  to  the  warning  based  upon  experience  against 
spiritual  sloth  and  degeneration  :  "To  him  that  has  shall  be 
given,  and  he  shall  have  abundance ;  but  from  him  that  lias 
not  shall  be  taken  away  even  that  which  he  has."  ^ 

But  to  understand  the  secret  of  his  popular  power  we 
must  notice,  above  all,  that  his  language  moved  exclusively 
in  a  sphere  with  which  both  he  and  his  hearers  were  thor- 
oughl}'  familiar,  or  at  least  might  and  ought  to  have  been  so. 
This  is  true  of  the  form  of  his  teaching  to  begin  with.  It  is 
considered  one  of  the  great  merits  of  Homer,  the  prince  of 
poets,  that  he  never  used  an  image  or  a  comparison  that  was 

1  Matthew  xiii.  12  (Mark  iv.  S5;  Luke  viii.  IS). 
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not  drawn  from  objects  which  both  he  and  his  hearers  had 
seen.  If  English  poets  followed  this  rule  they  would  have  to 
banish  lions,  tigers,  avalanches,  crevasses,  and  a  great  deal 
beside  from  their  compositions.  Now  Jesus  always  kept 
within  the  limits  of  his  own  experience.  His  inexhaustible 
wealth  of  illustration  never  leads  him  outside  the  circle  of  his 
own  daily  life.  Hence  the  unequalled  vividness  of  all  his 
savings.  And  in  a  certain  sense  the  matter  of  his  teaching 
is  as  familiar  as  its  form.  He  never  used  an  argument  or  a 
proof  which  an^'  of  his  hearers  could  not  follow.  Fully  to 
appreciate  his  discourses  and  his  parables  needed  no  learning 
or  special  knowledge  that  is  not  in  the  reach  of  every  clear 
head  and  pure  heart.  It  needed  only  that  knowledge  of  the 
world  and  life,  that  knowledge  of  human  nature,  that  self- 
knowledge  for  which  everj-  true  man  strives.  Indeed,  even 
this  was  hardly  necessary.  The  one  fatal  obstacle  to  com- 
prehending Jesus  was  a  belief  on  the  part  of  those  that  heard 
him  that  thej'  knew  every  thing,  and  were  all  that  they  should 
be  already.  The  one  thing  needful  was  a  conscience  laid 
open  to  his  influence  by  dissatisfaction  with  itself,  and  a 
burning  desire  to  become  purer  and  better,  —  a  conscience 
eager  to  learn  the  truth  instead  of  being  fenced  against  it  by 
its  own  prejudices.  Jesus  never  forced  a  truth  upon  an}' 
one  by  authority.  Though  he  spoke  with  all  the  power  of 
intense  conviction,  yet  he  constantly  appealed  to  his  hearers 
themselves,  to  their  sense  of  truth,  to  their  affections,  to  theii 
conscience,  and  loved  to  convince  them  by  a  question  or  an 
api^al:  "  What  think  you?"  "  What  man  is  there  among 
you,  who  ..."  "  Judge  for  yourselves  ! "  ''Hearken  and 
understand ! "  *  For  he  always  went  on  the  belief  that  he 
had  not  to  implant  any  new  principle  or  pour  an}'  new  affec- 
tions into  human  nature,  but  had  simply  to  call  from  its 
depths  what  was  sleeping  there  already  and  bring  it  into 
conscious  life.  It  was  in  his  own  heart  and  life  that  he  had 
found  the  truths  he  preached ;  and  if  he  could  but  free  the 
inner  lives  of  others  from  all  that  oppressed  and  entangled 
them  4  if  he  could  but  bring  their  spiritual  powers  to  full  and 
true  development,  —  the}'  too  would  come  to  experience,  to 
know,  to  feel,  what  he  had  known  and  felt  himself.  It  may 
well  be  said  of  Jesus  that  he  did  not  preach  a  new  doctrine, 
but  a  new  life.  What  he  preached  he  had  first  lived  and 
felt,  and  the  natural  consequence  was  that  he  found  an  all\' 
in  tiie  conscience  of  every  true-hearted  man.     If  we  bear  all 

1  Matthew  vii.  9,  16,  xv.  10,  xxi.  28;  Luke  vii.  40,  42,  x.  30,  et  ug. 
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this  in  mind;  and  remember  his  love  of  parables  and  the 
richness  of  metaphor  and  illustration  which  characterized 
his  teaching,  we  shall  not  be  at  a  loss  to  answer  the  question 
whether  Jesus  was  a  popular  teacher. 

For  the  rest  we  can  ascribe  no  dazzling  gifts  to  him.  He 
appears  to  have  been  entirely  without  those  qualities  which 
catch  the  eye  and  take  the  imagination  by  storm.  On  the 
whole,  his  appearance  and  his  address  seem  to  have  been 
exceedingly  simple.  Externally,  one  would  have  said,  he 
had  little  or  nothing  to  help  him.  We  still  possess  a  stor}*^ 
in  our  Gospels  which  maj'  be  regarded  as  an  emblematic 
description  of  the  way  in  which  Jesus,  as  a  popular  teacher, 
satisfied  the  spiritual  wants  of  countless  hearers  with  but  the 
slenderest  possible  means  at  his  disposal.^ 

Once,  when  Jesus  had  gone  in  a  boat  to  a  solitarj'  place, 
the  multitude  heard  where  he  was  and  followed  him  by  land. 
The  physician  of  souls  was  too  pitiful  to  withdraw  from  them, 
and  he  cured  their  sick.  But  when  the  evening  fell,  his  disci- 
ples said  to  him :  "  There  are  no  houses  here,  and  it  is  late 
already.  Send  them  away  to  get  food  in  the  places  round 
about!"  But  Jesus  answered:  ''Thej*  need  not  go  awa3-. 
Give  them  something  to  eat."  ''  But  we  have  only  five  cakes 
of  bread  and  two  fishes  to  eat  with  them,"  tbe^'  replied. 
'*  Bring  them  to  me,"  said  Jesus  ;  and  commanding  the  peo- 
ple to  sit  down  on  the  grass,  he  took  the  bread  and  fish  and, 
ufler  pronouncing  the  customary  blessing  over  them,  broke 
them  up  as  usual  and  gave  the  pieces  to  his  disciples.  Thej* 
gave  them  to  the  people,  who  ate  or  passed  them  on  until  they 
were  all  satisfied ;  and  when  they  collected  the  broken  frag- 
ments still  left  b}'  the  outside  rows  they  filled  twelve  baskets  I 
There  were  about  five  thousand  present. 

Our  Gospels  still  contain  a  few  traces  of  the  original  mean- 
ing of  the  story,  such  as  that  '^  Jesu»  began  to  teach  them 
man}'  things,"  especially  "  concerning  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  " 
but  the  Evangelists  evidentlj'  accepted  it  in  its  literal  sense, 
and  were  perhaps  influenced  in  their  treatment  of  it  b}-  the 
story  of  Elijah's  miracle  at  Zarephath,^  and  still  more  that  of 
the  manna  sent  to  feed  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness  under 
the  great  hero  of  the  old  dispensation.^  In  this  literal  sense, 
accordingly,  they  worked  it  out,  by  the  addition  of  such  details 
as  that  the  people  were  told  to  sit  down  in  groups  or  parties 

I  Matthew  xiv.  13-21  (Mark  vi.  30-44;  Luke  ix.  10-17;  and  John  vi.  l-U) 

^  1  Kings  xvii.  8-16;  compare  2  Kings  iv.  42-44. 

*  Exodus  xvi.;  Psalm  Ixxviii.  24:  cunvpan^  vol.  i.  pp.  289,  290. 
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of  a  hundred  and  of  fifty,  and  by  the  calculation  that  the  bread 
required  would  have  cost  two  hundred  pence  (about  £6  or  £7), 
and  that  there  were  five  thousand  men,  ''  besides  women  and 
children,"  there.  We  need  not  stay  to  prove  that  this  literal 
acceptation  of  the  story  lodges  us  in  palpable  absurdities,  for 
every  child  knows  that  if  we  take  away  a  part  of  any  thing 
the  remainder  is  less  and  not  more  than  the  whole  was.  Nor 
is  it  worth  more  than  a  passing  mention  that  the  first  two  Gos- 
pels repeat  the  storj'  further  on  with  slight  modifications,^  such 
as  that  the  multitude  numbered  four  thousand  and  remained 
three  days  with  Jesus ;  that  the  disciples  had  seven  cakes,  and 
that  seven  baskets  of  fragments  were  left.  The  essential 
features  of  the  storj'  remain  the  same.  Some  commentators 
have  seen  in  these  twelve  baskets  the  spiritual  sustenance  of 
the  twelve  tribes,  and  have  understood  the  story  to  mean  that, 
when  the  whole  heathen  world  had  been  fed  by  Jesus,  there 
was  still  enough  left  for  the  Jews.  Such  a  stor}'  lends  itself. 
In'  its  very  nature,  to  all  kinds  of  modifications  and  ingenious 
speculations  that  perhaps  have  nothing  to  do  with  its  true 
meaning.  The  Evangelists  give  us  the  clew  to  the  real  signi- 
ficance of  the  story  when  they  bring  the  two  *'  miracles  of  the 
loaves  and  fishes  "  (somewhat  clumsil}',  it  must  be  confessed) 
into  connection  with  a  warning  uttered  by  Jesus  against  ^^  the 
leaven"  of  the  Pharisees;*  and  again,  when  they  report 
a  saying  in  which  Jesus  promises  that  all  ^^  who  hunger  and 
thirst  after  righteousness  shall  be  satisfied.""  The  mean- 
ing of  the  stoiy  seems  to  be  that  Jesus,  with  the  slenderest 
means  at  his  command,  fed  the  souls  of  countless  multitudes. 
Of  this  bread  of  the  spirit  it  is  literally  true  that  it  increases 
when  it  is  consumed,  and  increases  still  more  when  imparted 
to  others. 

Here,  then,  we  have  a  strikingly  true  and  accurate  picture 
of  Jesus  as  the  feeder  of  the  great  multitude,  as  the  teacher 
of  the  people.  We  see  him  journeying  through  Galilee,  and 
ask  what  means  he  had  at  his  disposal  for  the  accomplishment 
of  his  great  purposes.  He  had  no  honored  name  or  sounding 
title ;  no  great  patron  to  support  him ;  no  learning  to  com- 
mand the  respect,  or  traditional  authoiity  to  enforce  the  as- 
sent, of  his  hearers  ;  no  brilliant  powers  or  dazzling  personal 
gifts,  —  and  one  would  have  said  that  he  had  nothing  to  recom- 
mend him  above  others,  or  to  secure  him  any  special  influence. 
He  was  a  man  of  the  people,  brought  up  as  a  workman,  sim« 

1  Matthew  xv.  3^-38  (Mark  viii.  1-0). 

*  Matthew  zri.  5-12  (Mark  viii.  ia-21).  >  Matthew  v.  6. 
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pie  in  his  language,  and  of  ordinary  dress  and  appearance. 
But  see  how  the  people  press  round  him  to  catch  every  word  he 
utters !  See  how  his  simple  language  fascinates  them ;  how 
his  familiar  illustrations  hold  them  by  hundreds  in  strained 
attention !  And,  when  he  ceases,  mark  the  impression  he  has 
made,  —  the  universal  wonder,  the  exalted  joy,  the  intense 
earnestness,  the  silent  consolation,  which  have  flowed  from 
his  preaching !  Sui*ely  this  man  of  Nazareth,  undistinguished 
as  he  seemed,  was  in  the  highest  and  fullest  sense  a  teacher  of 
the  people. 

Jesus  attracted  and  fascinated  his  hearers  not  only  by  his 
style  of  teaching,  but  also  by  the  subject  of  which  he  spoke. 
A  few  special  remarks  on  this  point  may  here  be  made. 

Jesus  once  compared  himself,  as  a  religious  teacher  or 
"  Scribe  who  had  learned  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven,"  to  a 
householder  who  kept  all  kinds  of  valuable  things  for  which 
he  had  no  immediate  use  in  a  storeroom.  When  he  enter- 
tained his  family  and  guests,  friends  and  strangers,  he  brought 
out  all  manner  of  beautiful  and  useful  things  for  them,  some 
new  and  some  old.  It  is  a  true  aescription  of  the  teaching 
of  Jesus.  The  treasure-house  of  his  spirit  was  inexhaustible. 
He  knew  the  necessity  of  interweaving  old  expressions  with 
which  his  hearers  were  familiar  and  new  ones  which  would 
stimulate  reflection,  and  so  retaining  their  attention  without 
wearying  them.  He  regarded  richness  and  diversit^^  of  foim 
as  essential  to  popular  teaching.  But  this  intermingling  of 
"  new  "  and  "  old  "  extended  to  the  substance  of  his  teaching 
also,  and  is  illustrated  by  the  preceding  words:  "Every 
Scribe  who  has  become  a  disciple  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven** 
The  "  new"  and  the  "  old"  alike  referred  to  the  kingdom  of 
God ;  and  significaiitly  enough  the  *'  new"  is  mentioned  firsts 
for  not  only  did  the  Master's  wonderful  originality  give  fresh 
meaning  to  even  the  oldest  form  of  words,  but  he  himself  was 
fully  aware  that,  though  the  religion  he  taught  was  almost  as 
old  as  humanity  itself,  and  the  expectation  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  as  old  as  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  3'et  he  was  actually  pro- 
claiming principles  and  truths  that  were  altogether  new  to  his 
age  and  his  people. 

What  these  new  truths  and  principles  were  we  shall  pres- 
ently inquire,  but  must  content  ourselves  on  this  occasion  by 
citing  one  characteristic  instance. 

Jesus  had  taken  up  the  task  and  the  message  of  John,  and 
had  sc  far  brought  foith  that  which  was  old.    But  to  him  the 
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kmgdum  of  God  meant  something  very  different  ftom  what 
John  had  understood  by  it,  and  in  a  certain  sense  his  preach* 
ing  of  the  kingdom  was  ver}-  new  indeed.  Now,  since  the 
parables,  discourses,  and  sa3ings  of  Jesus  deal  almost  exclu- 
sively with  this  kingdom,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to 
know  what  he  meant  by  it.  To  say  that  the  waking  and 
sleeping  hours  of  Jesus  were  filled  by  the  ideal  of  the  future, 
which  had  been  the  hope  of  Israel's  men  of  God  and  the  life- 
power  of  the  nation  for  centuries,  — to  say  that  that  ideal  was 
the  source  of  his  zeal  and  the  inspiration  of  his  life  is,  after 
all,  so  entirely  vague  as  to  come  to  little  or  nothing ;  for  we 
know  that  there  had  never  been  a  fixed  body  of  doctrines  or 
ideas  oonceming  the  Messianic  age,  and  that  there  was  none 
in  the  time  of  Jesus.  Moreover,  Jesus  showed  great  inde- 
pendence of  conception  in  this  matter.  Though  his  mind  had 
been  fed  bj'  the  writings  of  the  prophets,  yet  he  passed  over 
the  political  aspects  of  the  Messianic  hope  in  absolute, silence, 
and  fixed  attention  exclusively  upon  its  spiritual  side.  All 
the  religious  hopes  which  had  thrilled  the  hearts  of  the  noblest 
of  his  country's  children,  —  the  expectation  of  a  more  perfect 
and  wide-spread  knowledge  of  God,  of  a  pure  moral  life,  of 
untroubled  love  and  harmony  among  men,  of  rest  to  the  soul 
and  peace  between  God  and  man,  —  all  these  he  combined,  in 
their  ripest  perfection  and  under  their  fairest  forms,  into  one 
glorious  conception,  looking  for  its  fulfilment  in  the  immediate 
fature  at  the  founding  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Under  this 
expression,  then,  he  understood  a  condition  of  the  highest 
spiritual  weal.  But  this  was  not  all.  He  was  too  good  an 
Israelite,  too  practical  a  man,  and  had  too  firm  a  grasp  of  the 
actual  conditions  of  life,  not  to  feel  that  all  the  institutions  of 
social  life,  and  the  External  lot  of  man,  must  be  made  to  cor- 
respond to  this  spiritual  condition.  To  him  the  Messianic 
kingdom  meant  societ}-  glorified  by  pure  religion  and  perfect 
morality,  enjoying  as  a  consequence  untroubled  bliss,  and 
blessed  by  God  in  ample  measure  with  all  material  good. 

John  had  laid  almost  exclusive  stress  upon  the  last  judg- 
ment and  the  destruction  of  the  godless,  which  were  to  precede 
the  founding  of  the  kingdom.  His  preaching,  therefore,  was 
the  sound  of  an  alarm  and  a  cry  to  penitence.  Jesus,  during 
for  the  greater  part  of  his  ministry,  threw  this  terrible  judg- 
ment entirely  into  the  background  ;  and  even  during  the  last 
few  weeks  of  his  life,  when  it  assumes  a  prominent  place  in 
his  preaching,  still  the  announcement  of  the  golden  age  is 
idways  prevailingly  joyous  and  consoling  on  his  lips,  —  a  true 
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gospel^  or  '*glad  tidings/'  In  his  teaching  there  is  not  a 
trace  of  any  vengeful  feeling  towards  the  stranger,  not  a 
hint  of  the  doom  of  destruction  awaiting  the  heathen  oppres- 
sors of  his  country ;  and  it  is  comparatively  seldom  that  we 
meet  with  those  anticipations  of  sudden  and  violent  revolu- 
tions which  John  and  his  other  contemporaries  so  constantly 
expressed.  Jesus  expected  that  the  kingdom  of  God,  in  ac- 
cordance with  its  spiritual  nature,  would  establish  itself  in 
secret,  and  would  subdue  and  renovate  all  things  before  it  dis- 
played itself  in  its  glory.  He  illustrated  this  secret  inflnence 
and  progress  of  the  kingdom  of  God  by  an  image  taken  from 
one  of  the  occupations  of  daily  life.  When  a  woman  is  going 
to  bake  she  takes  three  measures  of  flour  and  b^ins  to  knead ; 
but  first  she  throws  in  a  piece  of  leaven  (equivalent  to  yeast) , 
and  as  she  kneads  the  mass  of  dough  the  leaven  is  spread 
about  and  mixed  up  with  it  until  ever}^  particle  is  leavened  and 
read}^  to  rise.  Thus  must  the  spiritual  principle  of  the  king- 
dom of  God  penetrate  society.  And  however  small  and  in- 
significant the  beginnings  of  the  great  work  of  regeneration 
might  appear,  there  was  no  need  to  despair ;  for  it  would  be 
with  it  as  with  a  gi*ain  of  mustard  seed  which  a  man  takes  and 
sows  in  the  ground.  It  is  the  smallest  of  all  garden  seeds, 
but  when  it  grows  up  it  is  the  greatest  of  herbs ;  nay,  it 
becomes  a  tree  under  the  branches  of  which  the  birds  of 
heaven  come  for  shelter.* 

In  such  images  as  these  Jesus  expressed  his  faith  in  the 
power  of  good,  in  the  influence  of  truth  ;  in  a  word,  his  faith 
in  God.  But  we  must  not  forget  that  he  had  great  faith  in 
human  nature  too.  He  compared  his  own  work  to  that  of  a 
husbandman  who  sows  his  field  with  seed,  and  then  does 
nothing  more  to  it,  and  never  sees  the  grains  as  they  silently 
burst  and  sprout  below  the  ground.  But  as  he  is  going  on 
his  waj'  the  seed  shoots  up,  and  grows  he  knows  not  how ; 
for  the  earth  brings  forth  fruit  of  itself,  first  the  blade,  then 
the  ear,  then  the  ^11  com  in  the  ear ;  and  then  the  reapers 
are  sent  in  with  their  sickles,  for  the  harvest  time  has  come.' 
So  Jesus  could  afibrd  to  wait.  He  did  not  expect  to  see  the 
fruits  of  his  labor  immediately.  He  was  content  for  them  to 
ripen  gradually  and  slowly,  and  he  never  for  a  moment  doubted 
the  fruitfulness  of  the  soil,  never  doubted  the  natural,  inborn 
goodness  of  the  human  heart. 

Not  that  he  allowed  himself  to  be  deceived  by  mere  appear* 

^"  Matthew  xiii.  81-38  (Mark  iv.  80-82;  Luke  xiU.  XS-9iy. 
3  Mark  iv.  26-29. 
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ances !  Not  that  he  believed,  when  hundreds  of  hearers  were 
pressing  round  him,  that  they  were  all  inspired  b}*  a  true,  a 
deep,  a  holj'  interest  in  the  message  he  delivered,  or  that  all 
would  receive  a  lasting  impression  from  it.  His  own  words 
will  teach  us  how  far  he  was  from  any  such  delusion.^  A 
husbandman  went  out  to  sow  his  field,  and,  as  he  flung  the 
seed  before  him  in  a  semicircle,  some  fell  upon  the  pathway 
that  ran  across  the  land,  and  Ij'ing  exposed  upon  its  beaten 
surface,  unbroken  b}*  the  plough,  was  snapped  up  by  a  swarm 
of  birds  that  alighted  behind  him.  Other  seed  fell  upon  a 
place  where  a  rock  lay  hidden  just  below  the  surface  of  the 
soil.  Here  the  corn  shot  up  luxuriantly,  for  there  was  no 
room  for  it  to  sti'ike  deep  root,  and  all  its  strength  went  into 
the  blade,  and  the  warm  rock  fostered  its  growth  from  below  as 
the  sun  did  from  above.  But  when  the  heat  of  summer  came, 
the  feeble  ears  were  soon  parched  up.  The}'  oould  draw  no 
moisture  from  the  earth,  and  so  the  hot  sun  killed  them.  Yet 
other  seed  fell  on  a  spot  where  brambles  had  been  growing, 
and  though  the  plough  had  cut  them  down  their  roots  were 
still  in  the  ground ;  and  when  the  seed  began  to  grow  the 
brambles  came  up  also,  and  were  too  strong  for  the  corn,  and 
at  last  choked  it.  But  some  of  the  seed  fell  upon  good  ground 
and  full  eai-s  sprang  from  it,  and  each  grain  brought  forth 
fruit  a  hundred  or  sixty  or  thirty  fold. 

Jesus  himself  laid  special  stress  upon  this  parable,  for  he 
closed  it  with  the  solemn  woixls  :  ^*  He  who  has  ears  to  hear, 
let  him  hear !  '*  Indeed,  he  is  said  to  have  explained  it  imme- 
diately afterwards  at  the  request  of  his  disciples. *  It  gives  us 
a  vivid  picture  of  the  difficulties  against  which  the  husband- 
man had  to  contend  in  Palestine ;  but  it  is  far  more  note- 
worthy as  a  testimony  to  the  deep  and  varied  knowledge  of 
human  nature  possessed  by  Jesus.  He  divides  his  hearers 
into  four  classes.  Some  are  simply  incapable  of  understand- 
ing him,  for  they  are  without  any  sense  for  the  higher  truths 
of  the  spirit ;  for  them  his  teaching  can  do  nothing,  —  it  goes 
in  at  the  one  ear  and  out  at  the  other.  Then  there  are  super- 
ficial hearei-s,  who  understand  something  of  his  teaching  and 
are  highly  delighted  with  what  they  hear,  but  have  no  depth 
of  nature  ;  as  soon  as  the}'  meet  with  opposition  or  persecu- 
tion their  enthusiasm  dies  and  they  fall  away.  There  are 
others  who  understand  and  feel  the  truth,  but  are  weak  of  will ; 
they  lack  decision  and  perseverance,  and  so  the  cares  and 

1  liatthew  xiii.  3-0  (Mark  iv.  3-9 ;  Luke  viii.  5-S). 

s  Uttthew  xiii.  18-23  (Mark  it.  14-20;  Lake  viU.  11-15). 
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temptations  of  life  prevent  their  putting  what  they  have  heard 
into  practice  and  choke  their  good  resolutions.  Lastly,  there 
are  those  who  understand  the  word,  in  whose  heart  it  finds  an 
echo,  who  cany  it  out  and  put  it  into  practice  in  a  spirit  of 
power,  and  bring  forth  fruits,  —  the  one  more  and  the  other 
less,  according  to  their  moral  and  spiritual  capacity,  but  all 
abundantly. 

So  Jesus  knew  with  whom  he  had  to  deal ;  but  he  also  knew 
that  though  the  profound  and  the  superficial  nature,  the  earn- 
est and  the  careless,  could  not  be  separated  now,  thej^  would 
not  always  be  left  together.  At  present  all  must  be  received 
who  came  to  listen  to  the  preaching  of  the  kingdom,  but  they 
would  be  sifted  finallj*.  "  It  is  with  the  kingdom  of  God," 
he  said,^  "  as  with  a  net  that  is  dragged  through  the  water, 
and  brings  in  all  kinds  of  fish.  When  it  is  full,  the  fishermen 
draw  it  to  shore,  and  sit  down  and  pick  out  the  good  fish  to 
collect  in  their  baskets,  but  throw  away  the  worthless." 

With  hallowed  zeal  he  warned  tlie  multitudes  not  to  be 
content  with  merely  listening  to  what  he  said,  but  to  do  it. 
There  were  once  two  houses  '^  built  not  far  apart  upon  the 
bank  of  a  stream  that  ran  through  a  pleasant  valle}* ;  and  one 
appeared  to  the  eye  to  be  just  as  firmly  and  strongly  built  as 
the  other.  But  winter  came,  and  the  rain  fell  like  a  water- 
spout, and  the  swollen  stream  rose  above  its  banks  and  rolled 
onwards,  —  a  fierce  mountain  torrent  breaking  a  way  for  its 
waters.  The  storm  arose  with  terrific  violence,  and  wind 
and  wave  dashed  upon  the  two  houses  as  though  the  ele- 
ments had  joined  their  strength  to  hurl  them  to  the  ground. 
In  the  one  house,  when  thus  assailed  by  flood  and  storm,  a 
single  stone  might  be  loosened  here  or  there,  but  the  whole 
stood  firm,  for  its  owner  had  built  its  foundations  on  a  rock, 
and  it  could  defy  the  fur}'  of  the  storm.  This  builder  is  tlie 
t}'pe  of  the  wise  man  who  listens  to  the  words  of  Jesus,  and 
then  does  what  he  commands.  But  where  is  the  other  house  ? 
A  might}'  crash  is  heard  for  a  moment  above  the  howling  of 
the  wind  and  the  rush  of  the  maddened  waters.  This  house 
could  not  defy  their  onslaught.  Its  walls  tottered,  its  tim- 
bers cracked,  it  fell  in  with  a  crash,  and  the  wild  waters 
carried  down  the  treasures  of  the  house  and  rolled  the  ver\- 
stones  away  !  For  the  owner  had  buih  upon  the  3'eliow  sand 
of  the  desert,  that  in  drv  weather  seems  almost  as  hard  and 
firm  as  the  very  rock  itself ;  but  the  waters  of  the  stream  had 
washed  it  loose,  the  foundations  gave  wa}*,  and  the  house 
I  Matthew  zUi.  47.  48.  >  Matthew  vii.  94-27  (Luke  vi.  47-49> 
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fell  In  upon  the  heads  of  those  that  dwelt  in  it.  ''Such 
builders  aie  the  foolish  ones  who  listen  to  my  words,  but  do 
them  not ! " 

£nough  has  now  been  said  of  the  Master's  mode  of  teach- 
ing. We  shall  not  return  expressly  to  the  subject,  but  in  the 
following  chapters  we  shall  meet  with  constant  evidence  of 
his  keen  observation  that  hardly  any  thing  escaped,  and  his 
wonderfully  happy  power  of  producing  the  right  illustration 
at  the  right  moment.  In  a  word,  we  shall  see  how  Jesus 
makes  the  whole  field  of  Nature  and  of  man  serve  to  bring  the 
truth  before  the  very  ejes  of  those  whom  he  addresses.  We 
may  conclude  in  the  words  of  the  same  poet,  whose  lines  we 
placed  at  the  head  of  this  chapter,  and  so  pay  our  tribute  of 
admiration  and  wonder  to  the  teaching  which  Jesus  gave  his 
people :  — 

To  thee  all  Nature's  oracles  unfold 

The  wondrous  meaning  deep  concealed  of  old, 
Now  by  thy  touch  of  sympathy  laid  bare ! 

To  thee  the  richness  of  their  truth  thev  yield,  — 

Each  sparrow  and  each  lily  of  the  field 
Preaching  the  gospel  of  a  Father's  care ! 

The  shepherd  seeking  his  lost  Iambs  a^ain, 

The  housewife's  bread,  the  gently-falling  rain, 
The  morning  sun  that  climbs  the  heavenly  height. 

The  green  grass,  and  the  sports  of  careless  youth,  — 

All  are  but  garments  of  the  living  truth 
That  through  them  shines  and  fills  our  lives  with  light 


Chafteb  XI. 

THE    BEATITUDES. 

Matthew  V.  8-12.1 

"  TJLESSED  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  king- 

J3  dom  of  heaven ! 

"Blessed  are  they  that  mourn,  for  they  shall  be  com- 
forted! 

"  Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth. 

*'  Blessed  are  they  that  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteous- 
ness, for  they  shall  be  filled. 

*'  Blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall  obtain  merer 

1  Luke  vi.  20-26. 
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''  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God. 

"  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for  they  shall  be  called  the 
children  of  God. 

"  Blessed  are  they  which  are  persecuted  for  righteousness' 
sake,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

*'  Blessed  are  you  when  men  shall  revile  you  and  perse- 
cute you,  and  shall  sa}'  all  manner  of  evil  against  3*ou  falsely 
[for  my  sake] .  Rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad,  for  great  is 
your  reward  in  heaven ;  for  so  persecuted  they  the  prophets 
which  were  before  you." 

Such  are  the  well-known  Beatitudes  which  stand  at  the 
nead  of  the  so-called  Sermon  on  the  Mount.*  They  contain 
the  great  central  thoughts  of  Jesus'  preaching,  —  his  gospel 
in  fact.  Should  an}'  one  ask  who  Jesus  was,  and  what  were 
his  purposes,  we  could  give  him  no  more  concise  and  no 
fuller  answer  than  these  eight  or  nine  short  sentences.  This 
was  what  Jesus  had  to  offer,  what  he  brought  into  the  world, 
—  not  a  new  code  with  its  penal  enactments,  not  a  new  s3-s- 
tem  of  doctrine  with  its  curse  upon  all  who  should  dare  to 
depart  from  it ;  but  a  sure  promise  of  deliverance  from  misery, 
of  consolation  under  all  suffering,  and  perfect  satisfaction  of 
all  the  wants  of  the  soul.  In  these  beatitudes  he  gives  us 
his  best  thoughts,  shows  us  the  purpose  of  his  life,  and,  as  it 
were,  lays  bare  his  soul  before  us.  It  is  with  true  spiritual 
insight  that  Matthew  places  them  at  the  head  of  all  the  dis- 
courses, though  the}'  cannot  really  have  come  first  in  point 
of  time.  The  concluding  passage  shows  that  in  iheir  present 
form,  at  any  rate,  they  cannot  date  from  the  early  days  of 
the  Master's  ministry ;  for  the  direct  form  of  address,  '*  Bles- 
sed are  ye,"  and  the  words  that  immediately  follow  the  beati- 
tudes,'^ clearly  show  that  they  were  addressed  to  the  friends 
of  Jesus ;  and  in  the  early  days  of  his  mission  they  cannot 
have  been  subject  to  the  reproach,  the  calumny,  and  the  per- 
secution which  are  here  implied  as  their  lot.  As  for  the 
expression  "for  my  sake,"  it  is  probably  added  to  the  real 
words  of  Jesus,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  by  the  tradition. 
And  yet  it  was  well  to  put  the  beatitudes  first,  for  they  are  the 
greeting  which  Jesus  offers  to  the  world  ;  they  are  the  scheme 
of  his  life-work,  the  pure  reflection  of  what  was  in  his  heart, 
the  express  image  of  his  life  and  character.  As  the  gentle 
sound  of  that  reiterated  "blessed"  falls  upon  our  ear,  we 
feel  in  the  first  place  that  he  who  utters  it  himself  rejoices 
in  the  blessings,  or  has  them  within  his  grasp ;  and  then  that 
1  See  p.  141.  9  Matthew  v.  13-16.    See,  also,  pp.  163, 164. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   BEATITUDES.  157 

a  conviction  reigns  in  his  heart,  clear  and  strong,  that  he  ha8 
power  to  pour  5iem  upon  others  too.  Surely,  if  these  few 
sayings  stood  alone,  they  would  be  enough  to  assure  to  Jesus 
a  place  of  honor  among  the  benefactors  of  mankind. 

What  a  trt^asure  of  pure  feeling,  of  hallowed  sympathy,  of 
true  love  for  man,  is  contained  in  these  few  lines !  At  the 
same  time  the}'  breathe  a  kind  of  gentle  humor  that  has  gen- 
erally escaped  observation.  "Blessed  are  they  that  have," 
saj'  the  proverbs  of  every  age ;  "  Better  be  envied  than  pit- 
ied ; "  '^  A  bird  in  the  hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bush."  Such 
expressions  reflect  unmistakably  the  ignoble,  commonplace, 
so-called  practical  wisdom  of  the  superficial  multitudes  of 
every  time  and  place.  In  startling  contrast  to  all  this,  Jesus 
puts  forth  his  new  and  purely  moral  estimate :  "  Blessed  are 
—  the  poor,  the  meek,  the  mourners ! " 

Perhaps  the  keenness  of  the  paradox  would  come  out  still 
more  clearly  if  we  might  accept  as  original  the  form  of  the 
savings  which  Luke  has  preserved-  In  his  Gospel  we  have 
only  5ie  first  four  beatitudes,  and  even  these  are  given  in  a 
still  shorter  form ;  but  he  balances  them  by  four  ''  Woes !  " 
which  do  not  appear  in  Matthew  at  all.  The  whole  passage 
runs  as  follows:  "Blessed  are  j^ou  poor,  for  yours  is  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Blessed  are  you  that  hunger  now,  for  you 
shall  be  filled.  Blessed  are  you  that  weep  now,  for  you  shall 
laugh.  Blessed  are  3'ou  when  men  shall  hate  you  and  when 
they  shall  cut  you  oflT  from  them,  and  revile  you  and  cast  out 
your  name  as  evil,  for  the  Son  of  Man's  sake.  Rejoice  in 
that  day  and  leap  for  joy,  for  behold  your  reward  is  great  in 
heaven ;  for  in  like  manner  did  their  fathers  uuto  the  proph- 
ets. But  woe  unto  you  rich  men,  for  your  consolation  is  past 
and  gone.  Woe  unto  you  that  are  satisfied,  for  you  shall 
hunger.  Woe  unto  jou  that  laugh  now,  for  you  shall  mourn 
and  weep.  Woe  unto  you  when  all  men  shall  speak  well  of 
you,  for  so  did  their  fathers  to  the  false  prophets."  But  this 
is  evidently  a  later  form,  and,  as  we  have  it,  far  from  origi- 
nal. This  is  clearly  shown  by  the  reference  to  the  Jewish 
ban,  or  "  cutting  oflT; "  the  expression  "  for  the  Son  of  Man's 
6ake;"  and,  above  all,  the  use  of  such  a  phrase  as  ^^  their 
fathers,"  as  though  Jesus  stood  outside  his  people  and  re- 
nounced all  connection  with  them.  He  could  never  really 
have  used  such  an  expression. 

But  how  can  we  explain  the  alterations  which  the  beati- 
tudes have  undergone  in  the  third  Gospel?  The  answer  to 
this  question  deserves  especial  attention,  for  it  directs  us  to  a 
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remarkable  characteristic  of  the  Gospel.  One  of  the  sources^ 
from  which  Luke  drew  his  materials  was  a  so-called  Ebionite 
document.*  Ebionites  ("poor")  was  the  name  given  to  a 
part}'  of  Jewish-Christians,  remarkable  for  their  hatred  of  the 
rich  and  their  exaltation  of  poverty.  We  shall  meet  with 
several  traces  in  the  third  Gospel  of  the  use  of  this  Ebionite 
author! t}'.  Now  there  can  bo  no  doubt  that  the  woixls  and 
deeds  of  Jesus  wei-e  often  such  as  might  fairly  be  ui^ed  in 
support  of  these  Ebionite  views.  He  had  more  S3'mpathy 
with  ti.e  lot  of  the  poor,  and  paid  them  more  attention  than 
others ;  ■  and  he  saw  rich  men  from  time  to  time  encumbered 
by  their  wealth  and  position  when  ihey  might  otherwise  have 
joined  him.^  But  for  all  that  Jesus  was  not  an  Ebionite. 
There  is  a  wide  difference  between  longing  to  befriend  the 
poor  and  systematically  exalting  poverty-,  between  uttering  a 
solemn  warning  to  the  rich  and  cursing  wealth.  But  as  the 
sayings  of  Jesus  were  handed  down  b}-  oral  tradition  in  the 
Jewish-Christian  circles  referred  to,  their  form  was  now  and 
then  involuntaril}'^  modified,  and  in  the  course  of  time  the}' 
were  committed  to  writing  in  this  modified  form  ;  and  Luke, 
as  already  said,  drew  his  four  blessings  and  his  four  woes 
from  some  such  Ebionite  source,  perhaps  the  Gospel  of  the 
Hebrews.* 

All  this  may  be  quite  true,  however,  and  yet  the  simpler 
forms  of  the  first  and  fourth  beatitudes,  preserved  by  Luke, 
may  be  the  most  authentic.  In  that  case  the  additional  words 
in  Matthew — poor  in  spirit,  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness 
—  are  put  in  b^^  wa}'  of  explanation .  If  this  be  so ,  the  explana- 
tion they  offer  is  certainly  the  true  one ;  for  Jesus  never  meant 
to  pronounce  a  blessing  on  the  heads  of  all  the  poor  in  the 
ordinary  sense,  but  onl}^  over  those  who  felt  their  poverty, 
who  were  conscious  of  their  deep  need  of  help,  and  longed  for 
spiritual  wealth.  Nor  did  he  mean  to  say  that  literal  hunger 
was  a  blessed  state,  but  that  all  who  were  urged  on  by  the 
unquenchable  and  irresistible  longing  for  uncorrupted  piety 
and  goodness  would  be  surely  blessed. 

Let  us  look  at  the  beatitudes  once  more.  The  first  four 
are  more  or  less  distinguished  from  the  rest  by  their  reference 
to  passive  rather  than  active  \irtues,  and  the  last  two  lines 
form  the  ti-ansition  to  what  follows.  Those  who  are  marked 
by  the  graces  and  virtues  spoken  of  are  said  to  be  blessed 
now  in  virtue  of  what  will  fall  to  their  lot  in  the  immediate 

1  Luke  i.  1-4.    See  p.  29.        ^  See  pp.  22,  57.        *  Compare  Matthew  xi.  5 
4  Compare  Matthew  xix.  23,  24.  «  See  pp.  22,  116. 
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fhtnre,  —  membersbip  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  divine  conso- 
lation, boundless  influence,  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  pas- 
sionate longing  of  their  souls  for  moral  perfection.  But  we 
are  not  to  suppose  that  this  future  was  to  begin  after  their 
death,  and  these  blessings  of  salvation  to  be  bestowed  on  them 
in  heaven.  Heaven  is  not  referred  to  here  at  all.  The  king- 
dom of  God  is  upon  earth  and  nowhere  else ;  and  it  is  to  the 
kingdom  of  God,  to  the  perfect  and  blessed  societ}'  of  the 
future,  that  the  promises  refer.  And  so,  in  the  last  four 
beatitudes,  the  compassion  which  the  merciful  will  in  their 
turn  receive  refers  to  the  grace  of  God,  who  will  take  pity  on 
them  when  the  Messianic  kingdom  is  founded ;  the  privilege 
of  seeing  Him  refers  to  the  clear  and  personal  knowledge  of 
God  which  the  pure  in  heart  will  have  in  that  age.  When 
those  who  imitate  God,  the  great  peacemaker,  are  called  his 
sons  or  followers,*  the  title  refers  to  their  moral  glory  as 
members  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  and  membership  of  that 
kingdom  wiU  be  the  sure  reward  of  those  who  are  persecuted 
for  the  good  cause.  Meanwhile  we  must  bear  in  mind  that 
Jesus  is  not  describing  or  referring  to  eight  different  tj-pes  of 
character ;  it  is  one  tjqae  worked  out  in  eight  difl'erent  direc- 
tions ;  it  is  the  description  of  the  followers  of  Jesus  such  as 
he  would  have  them,  such  as  he  longed  for  them  to  be, 
though  few  of  them  actually  united  in  themselves  all  these 
characteristics. 

Though  the  beatitudes  make  a  single  whole,  the  several 
Tirtaes  they  enforce  appear  separate!}'  in  the  teaching  of 
Jesus  elsewhere.  Thus  he  lays  constant  stress  upon  humil- 
ity, childlike  simplicity  and  openness,  and  readiness  to  for- 
give ;  and  he  is  never  wear}-  of  warning  his  hearers  against 
pride,  hard-heartedness,  and  avarice.  He  did  not  attach  the 
smallest  value  to  the  piet^'  that  was  made  up  of  words  :  "  Not 
every  one  who  says  [to  me]  Lord !  Lord  !  shall  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  but  they  that  do  the  will  of  my  heavenly 
Father ; "  ^  and  he  warned  his  hearers  against  the  danger  of 
wilful  moral  blindness,  darkening  the  soul's  eye  of  reason  and 
conscience.  "  The  eye  is  the  lamp  of  the  body.  If  3'our  eye 
he  healthy  your  whole  body  will  be  light ;  but  if  your  eye  be 
diseased  your  whole  body  will  be  darkened.  Watch,  then, 
lest  the  l^ht  that  is  in  you  be  darkness."  ^  Following  out 
John's  image,  "  Everj-  tree  that  brings  not  forth  good  fhiit  is 

1  Matthew  ▼.  45;  Ephesians  v.  1.     9  Matthew  vii.  21;  compare  Luke  vi  46. 
•  Matthew  yi.  22,  23  (Luke  xi.  34-36). 
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cat  down  and  cast  into  the  fire,"  ^  he  said :  ''  We  know  a  tree 
by  its  fruits.  A  sound  tree  cannot  bear  rotten  fruit,  nor  a 
rotten  tree  sound  fruit.  Nor  do  we  gather  figs  from  thorn- 
trees,  or  grapes  from  bramble  bushes.  So,  too,  the  good  man 
brings  from  the  good  treasure  of  his  heart  the  things  that  are 
good,  and  the  bad  man  brings  fi*om  the  bad  treasure  of  his 
heart  the  things  that  are  bad ;  for  out  of  the  fulness  of  his 
heart  his  mouth  speaks."  ^  So  far  was  he  from  intending  the 
beatitudes  to  excuse  his  followers  from  moral  efi!brt,  that  he 
cried  to  them  with  solemn  emphasis,  "Go  in  by  the  narrow- 
gate  ;  for  wide  is  the  gate  and  broad  is  the  way  that  leads  to 
destruction,  and  many  are  they  that  go  in  by  it.  But  small 
is  the  gate  and  narrow  the  way  that  leads  to  life,  and  few- 
there  are  that  find  it."  *  He  knew  what  constant  efibrt  it 
required,  what  watchfulness,  what  self-denial  to  enter  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

Let  us  now  take  some  of  the  warnings  that  correspond  to 
these  exhortations  and  blessings.  In  contrast  with  the  poor 
who  hunger  for  the  highest  good  stands  the  picture  of  the 
rich  fool:  "Beware  of  greed,  for  abundant  possessions  can- 
not make  you  sure  of  life !  *  There  was  once  a  rich  man,  upon 
whose  goodly  lands  such  a  heavy  harvest  stood  that  he  was  at 
a  loss  what  to  do  with  all  his  corn.  So  he  suddenly  resolved, 
^  I  will  pull  down  my  barns  and  build  far  greater  ones  instead. 
There  I  will  lay  up  the  produce  and  the  goods  of  this  and  for- 
mer years,  and  then  fling  away  all  care  and  trouble  and  anx- 
iety and  enjoy  my  life  at  ease.  I  have  abundant  means  for 
years  to  come,  and  I  will  make  the  most  of  them.'  But  God 
said  unto  him,  '  O  fool !  this  very  night  your  life  shall  be  re- 
quired of  you,  and  where  will  all  that  you  have  gathered  up 
be  then  ? '  So  it  is  with  those  who  heap  up  provisions  for 
themselves,  but  are  not  rich  in  God."  * 

Jesus  not  only  says  that  the  gentle  and  pitiful  are  blessed, 
but  warns  us  earnestly  against  setting  ourselves  on  a  lofty 
pedestal  and  passing  sentence  on  our  neighbor:  "Judge  not 
others  lest  you  yourselves  be  judged !  For  the  sentence  you 
pass  shall  be  passed  on  you,  and  with  the  measure  you  use 
for  others  you  yourselves  shall  be  measured."  *  He  laid  all 
the  more  stress  on  this  because  those  who  set  themselves  up 

1  Matthew  vii.  19;  compare  iii.  10  (Luke  iii.  9). 

S  Luke  ti.  43-45;  com|>are  Matthew  vii.  16-80,  zii.  33-36. 

>  Matthew  vii.  13,  14;  compare  Luke  xiii.  24. 

^  After  an  amended  version.  &  Luke  zIL  15-21. 

«  Matthew  vii.  1,  2;  compare  Luke  vi.  37,  33. 
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as  the  censors  of  their  neighbor's  little  faults  are  often  blind 
to  their  own  much  greater  sins :  ^^  Can  jou  see  the  splinter  in 
jour  brother's  eye,  when  you  see  not  the  beam  that  is  in  your 
own  ej-e  ?  How  can  you  say  to  your  brother,  '  Let  me  get 
that  splinter  out  of  your  eye,'  when  behold !  there  is  a  beam 
in  your  own  e3^e  ?  O  blind  one  !  remove  the  beam  from  your 
own  eye,  and  then  you  will  see  clearly  enough  to  lay  hold  of 
the  sphnter  in  3'our  brother's  eye,  and  draw  it  out."  ^ 

Jle  constantly  warns  us  to  forgive  those  that  have  injured 
us,  and  to  reconcile  ourselves  with  those  we  have  injured,  as 
a  duty  we  owe  in  consideration  of  what  we  hope  to  receive  or 
have  already  received  from  God.  ''  If  you  forgive  men  their 
trespasses,  your  heavenly  Father  will  also  forgive  you ;  but 
if  you  forgive  not  others,  neither  will  your  Father  forgive  you 
your  trespasses."  *  Once  when  Simon  Peter  asked  him,  *'  How 
many  times  must  I  forgive  mj^  brother  when  he  wrongs  me  ? 
Seven  times?"  (the  rabbis  thought  three  times  enough)  he 
answered,  " I  say  not  seven  times,  but  seven  and  seventy."* 
Then  he  added  this  parable  :  — 

''  There  was  once  a  king  who  determined,  after  long  delay, 
to  reckon  with  his  ministers  and  ascertain  how  much  was  due 
from  each  of  them  to  the  royal  coffers.  So  all  the  high  officers 
of  state,  the  governors  of  the  several  districts,  the  contractors 
for  the  tolls  and  other  branches  of  the  revenue  were  sum- 
moned to  the  court.  Among  those  who  were  loath  to  obey 
the  summons  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished,  the  governor 
of  the  richest  province.  He  had  long  neglected  the  duties  of 
Ms  post,  and  had  wasted  the  money  he  ought  to  have  paid 
over  to  his  monarch  in  unexampled  dissipation.  So  the  sum 
had  risen  at  last  to  almost  four  million  pounds.  But  now  the 
day  of  reckoning  had  come,  and,  since  he  could  not  pay,  the 
prince  in  Oriental  fashion  ordered  him  and  his  wife  and 
children  to  be  sold  as  slaves,  and  all  that  he  possessed  to  be 
put  to  sale,  that  as  much  of  the  debt  as  possible  might  be 
wiped  out.  The  governor  fell  upon  his  face  at  the  feet  of  the 
king  in  despair,  and  cried  in  supplication,  ^  Lord !  have  pa- 
tience with  me  and  I  will  pay  it  all ! '  It  was  a  foolish  prom- 
ise that  he  never  could  fulfil ;  but  what  will  not  a  man  say  in 
such  dire  necessity?    His  master  saw  his  misery  and  had 

1  Matthew  viL  3-6  (Lake  vi.  41,  42). 

<  Matthew  vi.  14,  15;  compare  Mark  xi.  25,  96.  See  also  Matthew  t. 
i3-96. 

9  Matthew  xviii.  21,  22,  after  an  amended  version  r  compare  Luke  xvii.  3,  i 
flea  Genesis  iv.  24,  and  vol.  i.  p.  54. 
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compassion  on  him.  With  princeh^  generosity  he  not  only  let 
him  go,  but  even  forgave  him  all  the  debt.  Beside  himself 
with  the  unspeakable  joy  of  relief,  the  governor  left  the  palace 
which  he  had  entei*ed  in  despair  and  terror.  But  who  is  that 
coming  to  meet  him,  or  rather  endeavoring  in  evident  confu- 
sion to  avoid  him  ?  It  is  one  of  his  inferiors,  who  owes  him 
a  trifle  of  three  or  four  pounds,  and  is  not  prepared  to  pay 
him  at  the  moment.  What  could  have  been  more  natural 
than  for  the  great  man,  in  his  thankful  joy,  to  make  the 
same  day  glad  for  his  own  humble  debtor?  But  no!  He 
rushed  up  to  him,  seized  him  by  the  throat,  and  cried,  ^  Pay 
what  you  owe  me  ! '  The  other  fell  upon  his  knees  and  be- 
sought his  mercy.  '  Have  patience  with  me,  and  I  will  pay  it 
all  I '  But  the  tyrant  was  not  melted  b}'  the  thought  that  he 
himself  had  uttered  these  same  words  but  now ;  and  in  the 
mouth  of  his  inferior  they  did  not  convey  a  promise  it  was 
impossible  to  fulfil,  as  they  had  done  in  his.  Was  it  vexa- 
tion at  the  danger  he  had  just  escaped,  or  was  this  cruelty  a 
first  step  towards  putting  his  afiairs  upon  a  sounder  footing  ? 
However  this  may  be,  he  threw  his  debtor  into  prison  till 
those  few  shillings  should  be  paid!  But  his  conduct  soon 
began  to  be  talked  about.  The  other  great  ofiScers  of  state 
heard  of  it,  and  could  not  help  reporting  it  indignantly  to  the 
king.  The  heartless  conduct  of  the  man  to  whom  he  had  ex- 
tended such  princely  favor  raised  the  monarch's  utmost  indig- 
nation, and  he  summoned  the  delinquent  into  his  presence 
once  again.  '  Wretch !  *  he  cried,  '  I  forgave  you  that  enor- 
mous debt,  because  you  entreated  me  to  defer  exacting  it,  not 
daring  even  to  ask  that  it  should  be  forgiven !  And  should 
.  not  you  have  had  pity  on  your  debtor  as  I  had  pity  on  you  ? 
Throw  him  into  prison  until  he  has  satisfied  m}'  uttermost 
claims !  *  It  was  a  hopeless  sentence,  for  the  debt  could  never 
be  paid. 

"And  so,"  said  Jesus,  "shall  my  heavenly  Father  do  to 
yon  unless  each  one  from  Ms  heart  forgives  his  brother."  ^ 

Jesus  took  many  opportunities  of  impressing  upon  his  bear- 
ers that  simplicity  and  humility  were  absolutely  necessar}'  for 
those  who  would  enter  the  kingdom  of  God.  When  the  dis- 
ciples were  disputing  which  of  them  was  to  be  the  greatest, 
he  rebuked  them  by  sajing,  "  Whosoever  is  least  among  yoa 
and  humbles  himself  to  be  the  servant  of  all,  he  is  the  great- 
est in  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  ^    Another  time  he  warned 

1  Matthew  xviii.  23-36. 

S  Matthew  xviii.  4,  xx.  26,  27  (Mark  ix.  35,  x.  43,  44). 
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them  iiot  to  imitate  the  Scribes  in  their  greediness  for  honor. 
*'  Never  let  yourselves  be  called  Rabbi  or  Master,  for  one  is 
your  leader  and  you  are  all  brothers.  lie  who  is  chief  among 
yon  shall  be  your  servant.  He  who  exalts  himself  shall  be 
hambled,  and  he  who  humbles  himself  shall  be  exalted."  *  Or 
he  took  a  child  and  placed  it  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  said, 
*•!  tell  you  truly,  unless  jou  turn  and  become  as  children, 
8  mple,  natural,  and  receptive  of  all  good  influences,  j'ou  shall 
by  no  means  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  * 

Well  might  it  be  said  of  the  contemporaries  of  Jesus,  and 
of  all  for  whom  his  Gospel  has  shone  and  shines,  ^^  Blessed 
are  the  eyes  which  see  the  things  you  see  !  For  veril}'  I  say 
to  you,  that  many  prophets  and  righteous  men  have  desired 
to  see  those  things  which  3'ou  see,  and  have  not  seen  them  ; 
and  to  hear  those  things  which  yon  hear,  and  have  not  heard 
them."* 


Chapter  Xn. 

THE  VOCATION  OF  THE  CITIZENS  OF  GOD'S  KINGDOM. 

liATTHBW  V.  18-16,  XXV.  14-46,  VI.  19-21,  24-84. 

'HTH)  learn  something  more  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus,  let  us 
X     turn  to  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  again,  and  take  it  up 
where  we  broke  off  just  now. 

In  the  last  beatitude  Jesus  had  turned  directl}-  to  his  fViends 
and  followers  to  cheer  and  encourage  them  under  the  bitter 
opposition  to  which  they  would  be  exposed.  This  leads,  by 
the  most  natural  transition,  to  the  description  of  their  work 
and  their  place  in  society  which  follows.  "  You  are  the  salt 
of  the  earth.'*  As  salt  is  needed  to  give  food  a  relish  and  to 
preserve  it  fi*om  corruption,  so  they  were  needed  to  give  social 
life  a  flavor,  and  preserve  it  from  moral  ruin.  Without  them 
it  was  in  danger  of  becoming  hopelessly  fHvolous  and  insipid. 
^^But  if  the  salt  loses  its  flavor,"  —  as  it  might  do  if  long 
exposed  to  the  sun  or  blasted  by  lightning,  —  ^'  nothing  can 
restore  its  virtues  to  it.  However  precious  it  once  was,  it  is 
now  worthless,  not  fit  even  to  be  cast  upon  the  dunghill  I  It 
is  thrown  away  and  trodden  under  foot."    And  so  if  any  one 

1  Matthew  xxiU.  8-13.  >  Matthew  zvUi  9,  8. 

<  Matthew  xiii.  16,  17  (Luke  x,  23,  24). 
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should  fall  away  from  the  good  cause  to  which  he  had  dedi- 
cated his  life,  what  good  could  come  of  him  for  any  thing?' 
—  "  You  are  the  light  of  the  world."  It  is  your  task  to  teach 
the  truth,  to  teach  the  way  of  life,  to  others,  and  it  is  a  task 
you  cannot  lay  down.  "  A  city  built  upon  a  hill  cannot  be 
hidden.  And  no  one  who  lights  the  lamp  at  eventime  sets  it 
on  the  ground  and  covers  it  with  the  com  measure ;  but  they 
put  it  on  the  lampstand,  and  it  gives  light  to  all  who  are  in 
the  house.  So  let  your  light  shine  before  men  that  they  may- 
see  your  good  works  and  glorif}'"  —  not  you,  but —  "  your 
Father  who  is  in  heaven."  *  To  see  the  force  of  the  last  illus- 
tration, we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  arrangements  of  a  Jew- 
ish house  differed  widely  from  those  of  our  own.  The  measure 
was  an  indispensable  article  of  daily  use ;  but  moderately  high 
tables  such  as  oui-s  were  not  used,  and  the  lamp,  which  had 
no  foot-piece  and  stood  very  low,  had  to  be  set  on  a  tail  can- 
dlestick or  lampstand.  It  is  cuiious  to  notice,  in  passing, 
that  the  first  Gospel  makes  the  lamp,  which  represents  the 
friends  of  Jesus,  shed  its  light  over  ^^  those  that  are  in  the 
house ; "  that  is  to  say,  the  Jews ;  whereas  the  Heathen- 
Christian  EvangeUst,'  Luke,  declares  that  ''they  who  come 
in,"  that  is,  the  Heathen,  "  shall  see  the  light." 

These  words  are  another  and  a  very  clear  indication  that 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  transports  us  to  a  later  period  of 
the  ministry  of  Jesus,  —  a  period  at  which  the  profound  sig- 
nificance that  his  character  and  person  had  acquired  reflected 
high  rank  and  conferred  wide  influence  upon  the  simple  fish- 
ermen and  artisans  who  had  attached  themselves  to  him. 
But  the  higher  they  were  placed,  the  heavier  was  their  re- 
sponsibihty ;  and  should  they  ever  prove  untrue  to  themselves 
and  him,  the  deeper  their  fall ! 

Of  course  we  must  not  limit  this  idea  to  the  pei*sonal  friends 
of  Jesus,  but  must  appl}'  it  to  eveiy  Christian  without  excep- 
tion. All  of  us  who  take  a  serious  view  of  Ufe,  whatever  our 
position  or  our  sphere  of  action  may  be,  have  some  work  for 
God  to  do  in  the  world,  and  we  must  make  it  the  object  of 
our  lives  to  do  it.  This  thought  was  always  present  to  the 
mind  of  Jesus,  and  experience  taught  him  that  '^  he  who  is 
faithful  in  that  which  is  least  is  faithful  also  in  that  which  is 
great ;  and  he  who  is  unjust  in  that  which  is  least  is  unjust 
also  in  that  which  is  great."  ^    He  drew  out  this  conceptioD 

1  Matthew  v.  18  (Mark  iz.  50;  Luke  zIt.  34,  36)- 

*  Matthew  ▼.  U-16  ( Mark  iv.  21).  •  Luke  vui.  16,  zi.  88.    See  p.  81. 

«  Luke  xrl.  10. 
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of  the  task  of  life  more  especially  in  the  parable  of  the  tal« 
ents.^  Before  giving  the  story  we  may  note  that  the  word 
talent  does  not  mean  a  special  gift  or  capacity,  but  a  certain 
sum  of  money  amounting  to  nearly  four  hundred  pounds; 
and  also  that  in  the  East  it  was  a  much  more  difficult  matter 
in  olden  times  to  invest  a  sum  of  money  than  it  is  now  with 
ns;  "stocks,"  "exchanges,"  and  so  forth,  were  unknown. 
The  parable  runs  as  follows:  — 

A  rich  man  had  to  go  abroad,  and,  since  his  absence  would 
be  a  long  one,  he  determined  to  arrange  all  his  affairs,  espe- 
cially the  management  of  his  money  matters,  before  he  started. 
So  he  called  his  servants  (we  might  say  his  slaves,  if  the 
word  were  not  closely  associated  in  our  minds  with  the  un- 
happy condition  of  the  negro  slaves) ,  and,  fully  relying  on 
their  honesty,  entrusted  them  with  the  care  of  his  treasures. 
To  one,  for  instance,  be  gave  five  talents  to  manage,  to  an- 
other two,  to  a  third  one,  to  each  according  to  his  ability ; 
and,  having  arranged  all  his  affairs  in  like  manner,  set  out  at 
once  on  his  journey.  The  servant  in  whose  hands  the  largest 
sum  of  money  had  been  placed  did  all  that  in  him  lay  to  prove 
himself  worthy  of  his  master's  confidence.  He  bought  and 
sold,  invested  in  this  and  that,  and  was  finally  rewarded  by 
seeing  the  five  talents  gradually  increase  to  ten.  The  second 
servant  also  went  to  work  with  conscientious  diligence,  and 
had  the  same  reward  of  doubling  the  sum  entrusted  to  him 
while  his  master  was  away.  But  the  man  who  had  received 
one  talent  did  not  care  to  exert  himself.  He  only  considered 
bow  he  could  keep  the  money  safe ;  and,  since  strong  boxes 
were  neither  so  common  nor  so  secure  in  those  days  as  they 
are  now,  he  dug  a  hole  in  the  ground  by  night,  in  a  place  he 
oonld  not  fail  to  find  again,  and  there  he  hid  the  bars  of  sil- 
ver. All  he  would  have  to  do  would  be  to  come  now  and 
a^ain  and  see  whether  the  earth  had  been  disturbed.  At  last, 
when  years  had  come  and  gone,  the  master  returned  to  his 
home.  A  great  feast  was  prepared  to  welcome  him,  and 
meanwhile  he  called  his  servants  together  to  hear  what  they 
had  been  doing  with  his  money.  The  first  came  with  his 
accounts  and  vouchers  under  his  arm,  and  showed  his  master 
how  he  had  doubled  his  five  talents.  The  second  brought  a 
similar  account,  and  each  received  the  highest  praise  and  ap- 
probation. "Well  done!  good  and  fitithful  servant.  You 
have  been  faithful  in  a  Uttle,  I  will  set  you  in  command  over 
much.     And  now  come  in  and  be  my  guest  at  the  feast  of  my 

I  Katthew  xzv.  14-30. 
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rejoicing!"  Then  came  the  third,  carrying  the  talent  en- 
trusted to  him  in  his  hands.  "Master,"  he  said,  covering 
his  confusion  by  a  show  of  assurance,  and  accusing  his  mas- 
ter by  way  of  defending  himself,  *'I  know  what  an  unjust 
and  cruel  man  30U  are,  making  us  toil  and  pant  and  then 
taking  all  the  gain  yourself;  so  I  dared  not  risk  tiny  thing, 
but  kept  the  money  safelj'.  Here  you  have  3'our  own,** 
"Wicked  and  slothful  servant!"  was  the  reply,  "did  3'ou 
think  I  should  be  unreasonable  in  my  demands  ?  Then  you 
might  at  least  have  lodged  the  mone}'  with  the  changers  that 
,  I  might  receive  it  back  with  interest.  Take  the  talent  from 
him,"  added  he,  turning  to  his  attendants,  "and  give  it  tx> 
him  that  has  the  ten ;  for  whosoever  has  shall  receive  yet 
more,  but  from  him  who  has  not  shall  be  taken  awaj-  even  the 
little  he  has.  And  cast  the  worthless  servant  out  into  the 
darkness ;  there  let  him  wail  and  gnash  his  teeth,  shut  out 
from  the  joyous  feast  within." 

The  meaning  is  not  hard  to  see.  The  talents  are  the  op- 
portunities that  God  gives  us  of  working  for  his  kingdom. 
One  has  more  than  another,  for  each  one's  sphere  of  work 
and  influence  differs  in  extent  from  that  of  others.  But  there 
is  not  one  who  can  do  no  good,  who  can  be  of  no  use,  who 
can  make  no  one  happy.  Whoever  loves  God  will  make  the 
most  of  his  opportunities,  will  put  them  out  to  interest.  Be 
his  powers  great  or  small  he  will  do  something  with  his  life. 
It  will  not  pass  away  without  result,  but  will  yi  some  way 
glorif}'  God  and  bless  the  world.  But  he  who  loves  not  God 
is  slothful  and  unwilling,  looks  about  for  excuses  and  gets 
nothing  done.  The  one  is  ever  widening  the  scale  of  his 
usefulness ;  the  other  gradually  loses  all  his  power  of  doing 
or  of  being  any  thing. 

This  story  is  followed  in  the  Gospel  by  a  description  that 
has  no  immediate  connection  with  it  of  the  last  judgment, 
before  the  founding  of  the  Messianic  kingdom.  In  its  pres- 
ent form  it  certainly  is  not  due  to  Jesus,  and  cannot  have 
arisen  till  the  men  of  his  generation  had  quite  died  out.  We 
mention  it  here,  however,  partly  because  it  very  possibly 
sprang  out  of  a  figure  of  speech  that  Jesus  actually  used,  but 
chiefly  because  its  leading  thought  is  certainly  his,  and  places 
in  the  clearest  light  what  he  demands  of  all  his  followers  and 
what  he  promises  them.  This  leading  thought  is  that  the 
happiness  of  man  hereafter  depends  solelj^  and  entirely  upon 
whether  he  has  given  proof  of  love,  — of  simple,  free,  and 
generous  love  of  man.    Let  us  listen  to  it :  — 
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The  last  day  has  come.     The  Judge,  surrounded  by  his 
angels,  appears  in  all  his  glory,  and  the  mart^TS  who  have 
Buffered  for  the  kingdom  of  God,  who  have  endured  hunger 
and  cold,  persecution  and  misery,  in  preaching  the  Gospel, 
surround  the  throne,  for  they  are  subject  to  no  judgment.* 
All  the  nations  are  gathered  there  before  the  seat  of  judg- 
ment, and  are  waiting  in  awful  suspense  the  sentence  that 
will  fix  their  weal  or  woe.     The  Judge  parts  them  from  one 
another  as  a  shepherd  parts  the  sheep  from  the  goats,  setting 
the  one  on  his  right  and  the  other  on  his  left  hand.     Then  he 
turns  to  those  on  his  right  hand  and  says,  *'  Come,  ye  blessed 
of  God !  enter  now  upon  the  joy  and  glory  prepared  for  you 
from  eternity.     For  1  was  hungr}',  and  you  gave  me  to  eat ; 
I  was  thirsty,  and  you  gave  me  to  drink ;  I  was  a  stranger, 
and  you  took  me  in ;    1  was  naked,  and  you  clothed  me ;  I 
was  sick,  and  you  visited  me ;    I  was  in  prison,  and  you 
came  unto  me."     The  virtuous  when  thus  addressed  are  filled 
with  amazement,  for  they  know  not  when  they  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  giving  such  support  or  showing  such  friend- 
ship to  the  glorious  King.     "  Lord,"  the}'  reply,  "  when  did 
we  ever  see  thee  in  such  plight  that  our  lowl}'  aid  could  serve 
thee  ?     When  have  we  ever  done  to  thee  as  thou  hast  said  ?  " 
The  King  points  to  the  martj'rs  and  confessors  round  him, 
and  replies,  "Verily  I   say  to  you,  that  inasmuch  as  you 
have  done  it  to  one  of  the  least- of  these,  m}'  brothers,  you 
have  done  it  to  me."  '^    Then  he  turns  to  those  on  his  left 
hand :    "  Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  the  fiery  lake  pre- 
pared for  the  devil  and  those  that  serve  him !     For  I  was 
hungry,  and  you  gave  me  no  meat ;  thirsty,  and  30U  gave  me 
no  drink ;   a  stranger,  and  you  took  me  not  in  ;   naked,  and 
3'ou  clothed  me  not ;    sick  and  in  prison,  and  you  visited  me 
not."     In  terror  and  amazement  at  his  words  they  begin  to 
excuse  themselves  :  "  Lord  !  when  saw  we  thee  in  such  plight 
that  we  might  lend  thee  aid  ?  and  when  did  we  refuse  it  ? " 
The  stern  answer  of  the  Judge  confirms  the  sentence :   "  Ver- 
ily I  say  to  3'ou,  inasmuch  as  you  withheld  it  from  one  of  the 
least  of  these,  you  withheld  it  from  me."     This  it  is  that 
decides  our  blessedness  or  misery  on  the  great  day ! ' 

We  shall  have  another  opportunity  of  showing  that  this 
conception  of  a  great  judgment,  held  by  the  Christ  in  person, 
took  a  prominent  place  among  the  expectations  of  the  apos- 
tolic age.     Our  immediate  puipose  was  simply  to  show,  in 

1  Compare  Matthew  v.  10-12.  s  Compare  Mark  ix.  IL 

•  MatUiew  zxY.  31-46. 
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connection  with  the  lofty  promises  of  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  what  was  the  task  of  life  which  Jesus  set  before  his 
friends  and  all  who  should  attach  themselves  to  him.  It  was 
no  confession  of  faith,  but  a  life  inspired  by  active  love  of 
God  and  man  which  he  required  from  every  one. 

In  marking  out  the  path  his  followers  were  to  tread,  Jesus 
could  not  be  content  with  simply  indicating  their  field  of 
labor.  He  must,  of  course,  speaJ^  of  other  things  as  well. 
For  human  life  is  many-sided.  As  corporeal  beings  we  feel 
corporeal  needs ;  as  members  of  society  we  have  social  cares, 
wants,  and  wishes.  Jesus  accordingly  gave  his  disciples 
special  exhortations  on  the  attitude  thc}^  were  to  take  with 
respect  to  worldly  goods.  We  still  possess  a  short  address 
from  the  earliest  period  of  his  ministry  on  the  question  of 
what  should  be  the  greatest  care  of  man.  The  near  approach 
of  the  kingdom  of  God  made  it  a  matter  of  extreme  impor- 
tance to  throw  light  on  the  duty  of  its  future  citizens  in  this 
respect  also.  The  words  will  be  found  in  the  Seimon  on  the 
Mount.     Let  us  listen  to  them :  — 

"Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth,  where 
moth  and  rust  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  break  tlu'ough  and 
steal."  (We  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  word  treasures  does 
not  mean  the  same  as  wealth,  (ireat  possessions  in  cattle  or 
land  for  instance,  or  in  money  put'  out  to  interest,  would  not 
l)e  included  in  the  word ;  for  it  means  only  that  which  is 
stored  away  and  not  used  for  the  present,  whether  gold  and 
silver,  or  splendid  robes  and  tapestries,  or  other  such  valua- 
bles, or  com. )  '  ^  But  lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures  in  heaven, 
where  neither  moth  nor  rust  corrupts,  and  where  no  thieves 
break  through  or  steal."  By  these  treasures  Jesus  means 
good  deeds  and  all  that  merits  an  entrance  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  When  the  kingdom  is  founded,  its  citizens 
will  receive  here  upon  earth  those  treasures  which"  God 
preserves  for  thein  meanwhile  in  heaven.  And  the  words 
that  follow  show  us  why  this  choice  is  of  such  supi-eme 
importance:  "For  where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your 
heart  be  also.**^ 

Luke,  or  rather  his  Ebionite  authority,  makes  all  tliis  refer 
simply  to  tlie  meiits  of  voluntary  poverty :  **  Sell  all  your 
goods,  and  give  the  produce  in  alms.  Make  yourselves 
purses  that  grow  not  old,  and  a  treasure  that  never  fails,  in 
heaven."    But  what  Jesus  really  meant  was,  that  a  man  can- 

1  Matthew  vi.  19-31;  Luke  xii.  33,  34. 
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not  pursue  divided  aims.  *'  No  one  can  serve  .two  masters." 
The  absolute  allegiance  due  from  the  slave  to  his  master  can- 
not possibly  be  divided.  "  Either  he  will  hate  the  one  and 
love  the  other,  or  he  will  cleave  to  the  one  and  despise  the 
other ;  you  cannot  serve  both  God  and  Mammon "  (that  is 
wealth).  To  one  of  the  two,  and  one  onl}",  can  the  heart 
cling  and  the  life  be  dedicated.  You  can  set  before  j'ou  as 
the  object  of  3'our  life  either  the  support  of  all  that  is  good 
and  pure  and  noble,  or  the  gaining  of  worldl}'  goods ;  but  the 
attempt  to  combine  the  two  is  vain.* 

So  the  follower  of  Jesus  must  wean  his  heart  from  all 
worldly  things.  "Take  no  anxious  thought  for  your  life, 
what  you  shall  eat  and  what  you  shall  drink ;  nor  for  your 
body,  what  you  shall  put  on.  Is  not  the  life  more  than  food, 
and  the  body  than  raiment?"  Then  will  not  God,  who  has 
given  you  the  greater  gift,  provide  the  lesser  also?  *'  Con- 
sider the  birds  of  heaven.  They  sow  not,  neither  do  they 
reap,  nor  gather  into  barns,  yet  your  heavenly  Father  feeds 
them.  Are  not  you  worth  much  more  than  they?  Which 
of  you  by  anxious  thought  can  add  a  span  to  hds  lifetime  ? 
And  why  take  thought  for  raiment  ?  Consider  the  lilies  of 
the  field,  how  they  grow  ;  the}'  toil  not,  neither  do  they  spin, 
and  3'et  I  say  unto  you  that  even  Solomon  in  all  his  glory 
was  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these.  But  if  God  so  clothe  the 
grass  which  grows  in  the  field  to-day  and  is  cast  into  the  fire 
to-morrow,  shall  he  not  much  more  clothe  you,  O  ye  of  little 
faith  ?  Then  take  no  anxious  thought,  saying :  What  shall 
we  eat?  or  what  shall  we  drink?  or  wherewith  shall  we  be 
clothed?  For  after  all  these  do  the  heathen  seek.  Your 
heavenl}'  Father  knows  that  3'ou  have  need  of  all  these.  But 
seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness ;  and 
all  these  earthly  things  shall  be  given  with  it.  Be  not  anxious 
for  the  morrow,  then ;  the  morrow  will  bring  its  own  cares 
with  it.     Sufficient  to  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof."  ^ 

In  the  same  tone  and  with  similar  illustrations  from 
Nature,  he  warned  his  disciples  on  another  occasion  not  to 
shrink  from  mortal  danger  in  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God. 
"  Be  not  afraid  of  men  who  destroy  the  body  but  cannot  kill 
the  soul.  Rather  fear  the  might  of  Him  who  can  destroy 
both  soul  and  body  in  Gehenna.  Are  not  two  spanows  sold 
for  a  halfpenny  ?  and  yet  not  one  of  them  falls  dead  to  earth 
without  your  Father's  will.      Nay !    the  verj'  hairs  of  youi 

»  Matthew  vi.  24  (Luke  xvi.  13). 

2  Matthew  vi.  25-34  (Luke  xii.  22-31). 

YOI.  III.  8 
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head  are  all  numbered.  Fear  not,  then!  3'ou  are  worth 
more  than  man}^  sparrows."  ^ 

Let  us  pause  a  moment,  and  think  over  what  we  have  heard. 
Will  this  kind  of  reasoning  hold  good  ?  Can  we  really  banish 
human  cares  by  thinking  of  flowers  and  birds  ?  Do  we  think 
it  a  lofty  virtue  to  be  so  careless  of  material  wants,  so  in- 
different as  to  worldly  goods  ?  Far  from  it.  Indeed,  such 
confidence  is  often  put  to  shame.  Though  Nature  is  so  or- 
dained upon  the  whole  that  man  and  beast  are  saved  from 
perishing  of  want,  yet  there  are  exceptions  to  the  rule ;  and 
instances,  alas !  are  not  so  rare,  especiall}'  in  our  Northern 
climates,  of  human  creatures  dying  of  hunger  or  cold,  or  both. 
Besides,  this  view  of  life  is  altogether  one-sided.  It  takes  no 
account  of  the  great  and  certain  facts  that  work,  at  once  a  duty 
and  a  blessing,  is  holy  in  the  highest  sense  ;  that  forethought, 
not  to  be  confused  with  vain  anxiety,  is  not  a  sin,  but  the 
dictate  of  a  healthy  conscience  ;  that  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  daily  duties  of  our  occupation  is  a  great  part  of  religion ; 
that  we  are  not  only  permitted  but  positivel}'  bound  to  do  our 
best  to  make  our  way  in  the  world  by  honest  work,  and  so 
contribute  to  the  material  well-being  of  societ}'.  A  piet}'  that 
shrank  from  the  world  was  far  too  common  among  the  Chris- 
tians of  the  first  centur3',  and  reached  its  culmination  in  the 
monastic  life  of  later  times ;  and  though  it  is  not  actuall}'  rec- 
ommended in  these  words  of  Jesus,  there  is  a  great  deal  in 
them  that  might  nourish  it. 

But  in  spite  of  all  this  there  is  a  deep  truth  hidden  in  the 
words,  a  truth  which  we  can  feel  even  when  we  cannot  define 
it.  They  fascinate  us  by  their  fVeshness,  bj'  the  bright  and 
joyous  spirit  they  breathe,  by  the  glow  of  conviction  that 
surrounds  them.  It  is  true,  in  the  first  place,  that  God  re- 
quires us  to  dedicate  to  him,  not  certain  hours,  certain  forms, 
or  certain  specified  actions,  but  our  whole  and  undivided 
heart  and  life;  in  other  words,  that  all  our  affections  and 
all  our  powers  must  be  consecrated  to  the  spread  of  what  is 
good  ;  that  God  should  be  not  only  the  last  and  highest,  but 
the  onl}'  goal  of  our  thoughts  and  eflbrts,  our  work,  our  care, 
our  wealth,  —  all  that  we  have  and  are.  In  the  next  place, 
what  gave  Jesus  such  perfect  trust  in  (ilod  was  his  absolute 
belief  in  His  almighty  providence,  coupled  with  his  deep  and 
holy  confidence  that  every  thing  material  is  subordinate  to  the 
moral  life,  and  must  be  made  subser>ient  to  its  development. 
He  never  for  a  moment  doubted  theoretically  in  God's  abso- 

1  Matthew  x.  28-31  (Luke  xu.  4-7). 
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lute  supremacy  over  all  Nature  and  all  the  events  of  life,  but 
we  may  well  believe  that  the  special  strength  and  intensity 
of  his  trust  in  God  was  the  result  of  his  own  experience. 
He,  more  than  any  other,  had  experienced  the  fact  that  his 
heavenly  Father  never  let  him  want  the  needful  nourishment 
and  strengthening  of  spirit ;  never  failed  to  protect  his  soul  in 
time  of  need,  nor  to  uphold  him  in  the  fiercest  temptation,  so 
that  opposition  and  suffering  could  not  prevail  against  him^ 
but  were  turned  at  last  to  blessings.  And  had  not  the  supply 
of  his  material  wants  been  thrown,  as  it  were,  into  the  bar- 
gain ?  He  had  set  aside  all  thought  of  them  for  the  kingdom 
of  God's  sake,  yet  never  had  he  lacked  his  daily  food,  and 
many  a  danger  had  been  warded  from  his  head.  His  own 
experience,  then,  compelled  him  to  speak  as  we  have  heard. 

Again,  to  do  fhll  justice  to  this  lesson,  wa  must  transport 
ourselves  to  the  time,  and  place  ourselves  am.d  the  surround- 
ings, of  Jesus.  We  will  lay  no  special  stress  upon  the  fact 
that  in  the  £ast  Nature  is  far  more  bountiful,  and  human 
wants  proportionately  easier  to  satisfy,  than  with  us.  It  is 
much  more  to  the  purpose  that  the  duty  of  increasing  the  ma- 
terial prosperit}'  of  the  world  could  hardl3*  be  dreamed  of  at 
such  a  time  as  that  of  Jesus  and  the  Apostles.  Outside  the 
circle  of  Jewish  devotees,  society  was  godless  to  the  very  core, 
and  the  world  was  licentious  beyond  all  parallel.  Moreover^ 
Jesus  and  all  the  pious  Jews  believed  most  firmly  that  the 
founding  of  the  kingdom  of  God  would  soon  put  an  end  to  the 
whole  existing  order  of  society,  the  corruption  of  which  did 
much  to  strengthen  the  belief.  But  the  most  important  point 
of  all  that  we  must  notice  is,  that  a  new  religious  movement, 
such  as  that  which  Jesus  caused,  must  of  necessity  give  rise 
to  special  efforts  and  special  regulations ;  must  compel  those 
who  take  part  in  it  to  break  off  connections,  to  relinquish  en- 
joyments, and  to  defy  difficulties  which  will  assured^  reassert 
their  claims  in  the  ordinary  course  of  life.  When  first  the 
faith  in  man's  higher  destiny  burst  forth  in  all  its  clearness 
and  power,  was  it  not  inevitable  that  men  should  neglect  all 
lower,  all  material  things  in  the  joy  of  that  discovery  ?  And 
finally,  we  must  observe  th^t  these  words  are  uttered  not  by 
way  of  consolation,  but  of  rebuke.  Jesus  gives  all  doubting, 
hesitating  souls  the  result  of  his  experience  and  thought,  and 
nrges  them  to  imitate  his  deed  of  faith,  to  set  the  visible  be- 
low the  invisible,  as  he  had  done.^  Surely  be,  too,  must  have 
asked  himself  when  on  the  point  of  laying  down  his  occupa- 

1  Compare  2  CorinthianB  iv.  18 ;  Hebrews  zi.  1  ff. 
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tion,  *'  "WLat  shall  I  eat?  what  shall  I  drink?  wherewith  shall 
I  be  clothed? "  But  he  had  silenced  all  such  doubts  b}'  listen- 
ing to  the  voice  ol'  God  within,  and  going  whither  he  was 
called,  without  resen'c.  All  worldly  obstacles  and  earthly 
cares  must  be  set  aside.  '*  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
his  righteousness,"  he  had  said  distinctly  to  himself,  ''  and 
all  these  temporal  things  will  be  provided."  And  aflerwai-ds, 
'*  Why  should  I  be  afraid  of  men?  an  Almighty  power  watches 
over  me."  We  have  no  right,  then,  to  unravel  these  expres- 
sions of  trust,  and  to  ask  whether  Jesus  expected  God  to  work 
miracles  on  occasion  to  preserve  his  life.  He  neither  asked 
nor  expected  miracles  on  his  behalf.  He  had  no  rounded 
system  to  explain  how  it  was  all  to  happen ;  but  this  one 
thing  he  knew,  that  it  was  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  that 
alone,  upon  which  he  must  bestow  his  every  thought,  to  which 
he  must  direct  his  every  effort,  in  which  he  must  seek  his  onlj 
wealth. 

And  the  life-choice  he  himself  had  made,  and  which  expe- 
rience had  justified  so  fully,  that  choice  he  ui^ed  upon  all 
others,  and  demanded  from  his  followers.  We  shall  find  him 
constantl}^  insisting  upon  this  decisive  choice.  Surely  he  had 
a  right  to  do  so. 

In  thus  describing  the  vocation  of  the  citizens  of  God's 
kingdom  he  unintentionall}'  di*cw  his  own  likeness,  and  this 
thought  gives  new  value  to  his  parables  and  exliortations  ;  for 
who  can  gaze  upon  that  image  and  withhold  the  fulness  of 
respect  and  admiration  ?  But  he  requires  more  than  respect 
and  admiration  from  us.  He  demands  the  homage  of  our 
imitation. 


Chapteb  xin. 

THB    GOSPEL   OF   THE    KINGDOBf. 
Matthkw  XVm.  12-14. 

WE  have  now  submitted  a  considerable  part  of  the  teach- 
ing of  Jesus  to  a  special  examination.  In  the  fol- 
lowing chapters  we  shall  hear  and  see  how  the  principles 
contained  therein  controlled  his  views  of  many  subjects,  and 
dictated  his  conduct  towards  many  classes  of  mankind  and 
under  many  varied  circumstances.  But  let  us  first  pause  a 
moment  to  look  back,  and  ask  ourselves  whether  we  have  dis- 
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ooYered  what  the  grand  central  thought  of  Jcsns  really  was. 
Oor  object  in  doing  so  is  not  only  to  fonn  a  clear  conception 
of  the  connection  and  unity  of  his  teaching  and  the  point  upon 
which  it  converges,  but  still  more  to  put  ourselves  into  a  posi- 
tion from  which  we  can  truly  understand  and  justly  estimate 
the  line  of  conduct  we  shall  see  him  pursue,  and  the  judgments 
we  shall  hear  him  pronounce.  If  once  we  have  grasped  his 
leading  thought,  we  shall  be  able  to  explain  his  Ufe  as  the  in- 
finitely varied  practice  which  is  but  the  many-sided  expression 
of  the  simple  and  uniform  theory. 

But  is  it  possible  to  sum  up  in  a  few  short  words  the  spirit 
of  his  teaching,^  the  new  element  he  brought  into  life,  the 
special  thought  that  made  his  preaching  a  true  gospel^ 

Undoubtedly  it  is.  We  have  incidentally  refen'ed  to  this 
distinguishing  conception  more  than  once  already.  Jesus 
taught  no  new  system  of  religious  doctrine ;  indeed,  strictly 
speaking,  he  cannot  be  said  to  have  laid  down  a  single  fVesh 
article  of  doctrinal  faith.  Nor  did  he  teach  a  new  scheme  of 
morals.  He  had,  indeed,  certain  new  moral  conceptions,  but 
he  never  worked  them  into  a  sj'stematic  whole.  This  total 
absence  of  any  thing  like  a  formal  system  has  come  spontane- 
ously to  light  in  the  preceding  chapters.  What  Jesus  really 
did  was  to  give  utterance  to  a  new  principle,  to  make  a  sub- 
lime discovery,  which  explains  all  his  work  and  all  his  teach- 
ing, and  furnishes  the  ke}'  to  the  mystery  of  his  own  religious 
genius.  This  new  discovery,  this  great  principle,  may  be  de- 
scribed, according  to  the  side  from  which  it  is  approached,  as 
the  worth  of  man  or  the  love  of  God, 

The  worth  of  man !  Man,  as  man,  is  called  to  and  des- 
tined for  the  highest  moral  perfection,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
the  purest  blessedness.  Such  was  the  inextinguishable  faith 
of  Jesus,  bis  steadfast  rule  of  conduct,  his  life's  unalterable 
motto.  And  it  was  altogether  new.  In  the  Roman  empire 
the  individual  was  of  no  importance  except  as  a  part  of  the 
great  whole,  as  a  citizen  of  Rome.  In  Israel  man  had  no 
rights,  no  hope,  except  as  a  member  of  the  chosen  race,  a  son 
of  Abraham.  But  for  Jesus,  man  as  man  had  sacred  and 
inalienable  rights  and  a  worth  that  nothing  could  transcend. 
And  in  the  mind  of  Jesus,  who  brought  all  things  straight  into 
connection  with  God,  this  truth  assumed  this  form :  Man  is  by 
nature  God's  own  child,  is  capable  of  bearing  God's  image, 
and  is  the  object  of  His  infinite  affection.  The  Supreme 
Power,  before  which  man  bows  in  adoration,  which  has  traced 
1  Sm  p.  150. 
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its  in  ielible  law  upon  his  heart,  is  a  power  of  love ,  and  man's 
inmost  nature  i«  akin  to  it.  Man  is  akin  to  God.  God  is  our 
Father,  This  gi-eat,  this  gloiious  truth  was  discovered  and 
proclaimed  by  Jesus ;  and  its  meaning  for  each  one  of  us  is, 
that  to  do  and  to  be  good  is  his  true  nature  and  his  highest 
blessedness.  It  is  because  man  is  so  truly  great,  that,  as  a 
spiritual  being,  he  must  trample  down  all  that  is  material  or 
push  it  altogether  into  the  background,  since  it  is  too  poor 
and  worthless  to  be  the  object  of  his  care.  It  was  because 
each  human  being  has  such  infinite  significance  that  Jesus 
felt  himself  most  strongly  drawn  towards  the  poor,  the  op- 
pressed, the  despised  of  the  world ;  for  they  had  only  their 
humanity  to  live  by,  only  their  humanity  to  live  for.  That 
was  their  passport  to  his  heart.  The  first  beatitude  that 
I)assed  his  lips  refers  to  them.  Pointing  to  them,  the  Judge 
declares  to  the  righteous,  "  What  ye  have  done  to  one  of  the 
least  of  these,  my  brothers,  you  have  done  to  me ; "  and  of 
them  Jesus  said,  making  it  the  crowning  work  of  his  ministrj-, 
'*The  poor  have  the  gospel  preached  unto  them."*  It  was 
because  the  worth  of  man  lies  in  nothing  external,  but  simply 
in  his  being  man  and  therefore  the  child  of  God,  that  Jesus 
laid  such  stress  on  humihty  and  childlike  simplicity.  Worldly 
rank  is  so  absolutelj"  insignificant  that  no  man  should  be 
puffed  up  by  it. 

Jesus  quickened  in  his  hearers  the  sense  of  their  own  dig- 
nit}'  as  moral  beings,  and  at  the  same  time  taught  them  re- 
spect for  the  humblest  and  least  of  their  fellow-men.  As  a 
s[)ecimen  of  the  way  in  which  he  made  these  twin  results  flow 
from  his  common  principle,  we  ma}-  give  the  following  sav- 
ings. We  do  not  vouch  for  their  having  been  uttered  in  the 
order  in  which  they  have  come  down  to  us,  by  Jesus  himself; 
but  in  their  present  form  they  are  certainly  knit  together  into 
a  single  whole  by  that  one  central  conception.  Jesus  is  speak- 
ing of  '^  ofiTences,"  that  is  to  say,  of  all  that  tempts  us  to  sin 
or  unbelief,  to  faithlessness  to  the  higher  Hfe  and  things 
invisible.     He  8a3'8 :  — 

^^  He  who  receives  a  little  child  like  this,  in  my  name,  re- 
ceives me ;  ^  but  for  him  who  offends  one  of  these  little  ones, 
it  were  better  that  a  millstone  were  hung  about  his  neck  ancl 
he  were  cast  into  the  sea !  Woe  to  the  world  because  of 
offences !  for  offences  must  needs  come ;  yet  woe  to  him  by 
whom  they  come !  K  your  hand  or  your  foot  offend  you,  cat 
it  off  and  cast  it  from  you !  It  is  better  to  go  into  life  maimed 
1  Matthew  xi.  6  >  Matthew  xviii.  6  (Mark  ix.  87;  Luke  ix.  i%\ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   GOSPEL  OF  THE   KIKUDOM.  17? 

or  cnppled  than  to  be  cast  into  eternal  fire  with  two  hands  or 
feet.  And  if  your  eye  offend  you,  pluck  it  out  and  cast  it 
from  you !  It  is  better  to  go  into  life  with  one  eye  than  to 
have  two  ejes  and  be  cast  into  Gehenna.  Beware  of  despis- 
ing one  of  these  little  ones !  For  I  tell  you  that  their  guardian 
angels,  as  the  first  in  rank,  look  upon  the  face  of  my  Father 
in  heaven  at  all  times."  ^  And  then  he  speaks  of  the  divine 
sympathy  with  these  little  ones  under  the  sweet  and  touching 
imagery  of  that  well-known  parable :  *'  What  think  you?  If 
a  man  have  a  hundred  sheep  and  one  of  them  goes  astray,  does 
he  not  leave  the  ninety-nine  on  the  mountains  and  go  and  seek 
the  one  that  has  strayed  ?  And  if  he  should  chance  to  find  it, 
does  he  not  rejoice  more  over  that  one  than  over  the  ninety-nine 
that  never  8tra3'ed  ?  Even  so  it  is  the  steadfast  will  of  your 
Father  in  heaven  that  not  one  of  these  little  ones  be  lost."  * 

Such  was  the  fountain  of  his  deep  and  inexhaustible  love 
of  man.  We  have  spoken  already-  of  his  compassionate  sym- 
pathy. We  constantly  read  in  the  Gospels  of  his  being  stirred 
with  intensest  pit}'  for  the  multitudes,  because  of  their  sad  and 
weaiy  plight,  as  of  sheep  without  a  shepherd  ;  *  and  we  shall 
see  that  he  turned  with  special  zeal  to  '^  the  lost  sheep  of 
Israel's  fold,"  to  the  notorious  "  sinners."  Such  was  the  im- 
pulse of  his  heart,  which  he  could  not  disobey.  So  he  called 
to  him  all  who  were  "  weary  and  heavy  laden,"  and  promised 
"  I  will  give  3'ou  rest."  "  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,"  he  said, 
"  and  learn  of  me,  for  I  am  gentle  and  lowly  of  heart,  and 
you  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls.  For  my  3'oke  is  easy,  and 
my  burden  light."  *  But  we  must  clearly  understand  what 
this  compassion  was.  The  feeling  that  inspired  Jesus  with 
tenderness  towai*ds  all  men  however  insignificant,  however 
sinful,  had  not  a  touch  of  that  lofty  condescension  which  often 
passes  for  sj^mpathj*.  It  was  a  feeling  of  unbounded  rever- 
ence for  their  humanity.  It  was  on  the  foundation  of  this 
respect  that  the  temple  of  his  love  was  reared.  Even  the 
most  degraded  human  being  was  still  an  artistic  masterpiece 
fashioned  by  the  Great  Artist,  God.  As  such  he  must  be 
handled  tenderly  and  reverentially,  even  while  the  stains  that 
marred  his  beauty  were  being  cleansed. 

Do  you  ask  how  Jesus  discovered  this  new  truth  of  the 
worth  of  man  and  the  love  of  God?    We  must  not  suppose, 

1  Luke  xvii.  1,  2;  Matthew  xviii.  6-10  (Mark  ix.  42-47). 

'  Matthew  xviii.  12-14;  compare  Luke  xv.  3-7. 

•  Matthew  ix.  36 ;  Mark  vi.  34.         *  Matthew  xi.  28-30. 
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on  the  strength  of  a  ffew  passages  in  the  Gospels,  that  he 
ascended  from  the  known  to  the  unknown,  and  arguing  from 
certain  phenomena  in  the  world  of  Nature  and  the  world  of 
Man  *  reasoned  out  the  lofty  conclusion  !  No  syllogisms  or 
inferences  led  him  to  his  great  result.  No  strained  intellec- 
tual effort,  no  profound  speculation  or  deep  line  of  argument 
brought  him  to  this  discovery.  One  of  the  latest  writers  of 
the  New  Testament  attributes  a  saying  to  him  which  he  never 
reall}^  uttered,  but  which,  nevertheless,  is  an  exact  reflection 
of  the  truth  :  ''  My  doctrine  is  not  mine,  but  His  that  sent 
me.  If  any  man  will  do  His  will,  he  shall  know  of  this  doc- 
trine, whether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself."* 
That  is  to  say,  Jesus  had  not  invented  the  truth  he  preached  ; 
he  had  neither  worked  it  out  b}'  his  own  penetration,  nor 
woven  it  into  a  system  by  careful  argument.  The  tnith  had 
revealed  itself  to  his  h^art,  and  all  that  he  did  was  to  repro- 
duce as  purely  and  faithfully  as  he  could  that  which  had  forced 
itself  upon  him,  so  to  speak ;  that  which  he  had  learned  b}' 
his  own  experience.  lie  produced  nothing,  properly  speak- 
ing. He  simply  translated,  as  best  he  could,  the  impressions 
and  emotions  he  had  received  from  the  invisible  world.  Hence, 
too,  the  certainty  and  decision  of  his  teaching.  For  he  knew 
that  he  had  something  more  and  better  to  communicate  than 
mere  personal  views  or  conclusions  reached  by  argument, 
more  and  better  than  mere  changing  fallible  opinions.  What 
he  strove  to  impart  to  others  was  that  moral  truth  which  he 
had  learned  b}-  the  surest  method, —  his  own  experience, 
those  impressions  he  had  received  from  God  in  his  own  innei 
life.  For  all  the  discoveries  we  make  on  intellectual  or  philo- 
sophic ground  bear  about  them  a  more  or  less  strongly  marked 
character  of  uncertainty  as  the  badge  of  their  human  origin. 
But  we  regard  the  questions  of  the  moral  life  in  a  wholly  dif- 
ferent light ;  and  rightly  so.  For  here  it  is  not  we  who  find 
out  the  newlj'-discovered  truth,  but  it  that  finds  us  out ;  and 
it  bears  about  it  such  a  mark  of  its  divine  origin  that  we 
know  it  will  never  have  to  be  surrendered,  but  is  a  conquest 
gained  for  ever.  It  was  in  himself,  therefore,  and  by  turn- 
ing to  his  own  heart,  that  Jesus  discovered  who  God  is  and 
what  man  is.  By  his  own  experience  he  had  come  to  know 
that  God  is  our  Father,  that  He  is  love ;  for  he  had  experi- 
enced the  indescribably  sweet  and  irresistible  attraction,  the 
unutterably  blessed  infiuence,  of  that  sacred  Power  above  us, 
which  unfolds  its  will  in  the  human  heart  and  conscience. 

1  Matthew  v.  46,  vii.  11,  et  %e.q  «  John  vii.  16,  17. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   GOSPEL   OF  THE    KlNGiiOM.  177 

He  had  "  tasted  and  seen"  that  unreserved  obedience  to  this 
will  is  the  ftillest  life,  tlie  purest  joy ;  that  commuaion  with 
this  God  is  peace  to  our  souls  ;  that  God  himself  is  our  high- 
est good.  And  thus  he  had  also  oome  to  know  in  himself 
the  nature,  the  calling,  the  dignity,  the  destiny  of  man  ;  and 
the  immeasurable  treasure  of  ins  love,  the  singular  strength 
of  his  sense  of  fellowship  \^ith  others,  his  consciousness  of 
brotherhood  with  all  men,  would  not  allow  him  to  doubt  one 
moment  that  what  was  true  of  him  was  true  of  all,  no  single 
one  excepted.  Hence  the  infinite  esteem  he  endeavored  to 
impress  upon  ever^'  one  for  each  individual  man,  as  some- 
thing higher  than  the  world  with  all  its  treasures  :  *'  What 
does  it  profit  a  man  to  gain  the  whole  world  if  he  lose  his  own 
Boul,  —  if  he  lose  himself?  Or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  ex- 
change for  his  own  soul  ?  "  ^ 

Now  ftom  this  principle  flow  all  those  "  new  things"  tliat 
Jesus  brought  forth  from  the  treasure-chamber  of  his  heart 
and  offered  to  mankind.  We  shall  have  repeated  occasion 
to  note  this.  It  was  this  principle  in  the  strength  of  which 
he  undertook  the  giant  task  of  reforming  the  world ;  and  it  is 
a  principle  so  exalted  that  to  this  day  it  has  never  received 
its  due  in  the  bosom  of  Christianity,  and  though  it  is  still 
striving  for  supremacy  as  it  has  ever  striven,  yet  it  is  only 
few  that  so  much  as  comprehend  it,  —  few  indeed  that  put  it 
it  into  practice ! 

With  this  "gospel  of  the  kingdom"  Jesus  journeyed  all 
through  Galilee,  in  every  town  and  every  hamlet,  preaching 
in  the  synagogues.  Wherever  he  went  he  strove  to  heal  the 
sickness  of  the  soul,  to  bring  the  disheartened,  the  crushed, 
the  sinfhl  to  themselves  again,  by  making  them  feel  the  love 
of  God.  But  this  great  task  was  far  too  much  for  the  powers 
of  a  single  man.  "  The  harvest  indeed  is  great,"  he  said  to 
his  disciples,  "  but  the  laborers  are  few.  Pray,  then,  to  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  may  send  laborers  to  gather  it 
in."* 

1  Matthew  xW.  26  (Mark  viiL  86,  87;  Lake  ix.  95> 
«  Matthew  iv.  23,  ix.  36,  37,  88  (Luke  x.  2). 
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Chapter  XIV. 

THE    FRIENDS    OF    JESUS. 

Matthew  X.  1-14;    Mark  IX.  14-20;    Luke  Vin.  1-8,  IX.  61  6«, 
XIV.  25-85.1 

YOU  will  remember  that  verj-  soon  after  beginning  his  pub- 
lic work  Jesus  had  drawn  certain  associates  i-ound  him.* 
Daring  his  stay  at  Capernaum  and  his  journe\  s  through  Gal- 
ilee, otliers  were  from  time  to  time  moved  by  their  own  hearts 
or  led  by  his  invitation  to  join  him  permanently.  This  was  but 
natural.  In  Capernaum  and  the  other  cities  of  Galilee  there 
could  not  fail  to  be  those  whose  interest  was  thoroughl}'  roused 
by  what  they  heard,  who  longed  to  enjoy  the  new  teacher's  in- 
struction more  continuously ;  and  who  therefore  determined 
to  accompany  him  wherever  he  went,  some  for  a  longer,  some 
for  a  shorter  period,  until  domestic  cares  or  the  occupations 
they  had  left  recalled  them,  or  until  their  zeal  had  cooled,  or 
possibly  the  new  master's  free  style  of  thought  and  life  had 
given  them  offence.  And  thus  the  number  of  his  followers 
rose  and  fell.  Indeed,  tradition  exaggerates  the  number  of 
his  hearers  to  thousands  in  some  cases.'  Those  who  con- 
stantly accompanied  him,  or  at  any  rate  proclaimed  their 
intention  of  doing  so,  were  called  his  disciples. 

There  was  nothing  unusual  in  this.  The  ancient  prophets 
were  often  supported  b}  more  or  less  numerous  adherents,  or 
at  least  associated  one  constant  companion  with  their  labors.* 
In  the  days  of  Jesus  the  most  celebrated  Scribes  had  their 
avowed  adherents,  and  we  have  already'  spoken  of  the  disci- 
ples of  John.*  We  should  therefore  naturally  expect  to  find 
a  body  of  disciples  gathering  round  Jesus.  And  from  this 
general  body  he  selected  twelve  special  fHends  to  be  his  con- 
stant companions.  Whether  he  called  them  all  at  the  same 
time,  as  Mark  and  Luke  declare,  or  some  at  one  Umo  and 
some  at  another,  as  is  far  more  likely,  in  an}'  case  they  ac- 
companied him  on  all  his  expeditions,  and  when  possible  cat 

1  MatUiew  riii.  19-22,  x.  87-39,  xvii.  14-21 ;  Mark  iii.  13-19,  vi.7-18;  Lnke 
ri.  12-16,  ix.  1-6, 37-43  a. 

3  See  pp.  127-129.  <  See  pp.  148,  149,  and  Liike  xii.  1. 

*  Isaiah  viii.  2,  16;  Jeremiah  xxxvi.  4;  compare  vol.  ii.  chap.  xii.  p.  VH. 

•  See  pp.  108,  109. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    FRIENDS   OF   JESaS.  179 

at  the  same  table  and  slept  under  the  same  roof  with  him 
To  them  accordingly  we  must  first  devote  our  attention. 

What  made  Jesus  enter  into  such  special  relations  with 
these  twelve?  The  field  of  his  labors  was  so  extended.  Ho 
was  not  content  simply  to  preach  the  kingdom  of  God  to  the 
multitudes,  but  must  often  turn  to  this  or  that  individual 
man  and  stiive  to  quicken  his  feeling  of  human  dignity,  his 
sense  of  God's  love.  And  because  this  work  was  so  great 
and  varied  he  felt  the  pressing  want  of  fellow-laborers.  But 
he  onuld  not  have  such  helpers  unless  he  trained  them  to  the 
work  himself ;  and  this  he  could  only  do  by  keeping  them  con- 
stantly near  him  and  under  his  influence,  and  so  gradually 
fitting  them  for  their  task  by  his  teaching  and  example. 

We  must  be  on  our  guard  against  misconceptions.  The 
names  of  Master  and  Disciple  naturally  suggest  regular  in- 
struction or  the  communication  of  a  moi*e  or  less  elaborate 
set  of  doctrines ;  but  this  idea  is  wholly  misleading,  for  the 
Apostles  afterwards  show  most  unmistakably  that  the}*  had 
never  received  any  systematic  teaching  IVom  Jesus.  Indeed, 
he  does  not  ever  seem  expressly  to  have  communicated  his 
special  views  on  any  doctrinal  subject  to  them ;  he  merely 
taught  them  incidentall}*,  as  appropriate  occasions  ofiered 
themselves,  or  when  he  was  direetl}'  questioned  or  pressed  for 
instructions.  Of  course  these  Apostles  heard  more  of  his  say- 
ings and  exhortations  than  any  one  else  did,  and  it  is  proba- 
bly to  their  care  that  we  owe  most  of  what  has  been  preserved 
in  the  Gospels.  But  the  position  they  took  up  afterwards, 
especially  their  fidelity  to  Jewish  forms  of  worship,  proves 
conclusively  that,  strictly  speaking,  Jesus  taught  no  doctrine 
at  all.  Doctrinal  instruction  was  never  a  part  of  his  preach- 
ing ;  and  he  contented  himself  with  proclaiming  a  few  great 
principles,  and  leaving  his  hearers  free  in  most  respects  to 
apply  them  to  the  outward  forms  of  religion  for  themselves. 
What  we  have  already-  *  said  about  Jesus  as  a  teacher  of  the 
people  applies  equally  well  to  his  intercourse  with  his  friends. 
His  object  was  not  to  instruct  them  in  the  ordinary  sense,  but 
to  educate  them ;  not  to  give  them  intellectual  or  doctrinal, 
but  moral  and  religious,  guidance ;  not  to  stamp  certain  arti- 
cles of  belief  upon  their  minds,  but  to  exercise  an  influence 
upon  their  hearts  and  consciences ;  not  to  implant  any  thing 
in  them,  but  to  develop  what  was  in  them  alread3\  There  is 
no  trace  in  his  teaching  of  such  special  rules  of  life  as  those 
given  by  John ;  a  fact  which  sometimes  scandalized  the  pious 

1  See  p.  147. 
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Israelites.  To  use  his  own  expression,  he  associated  ii\ith 
his  disciples  as  a  bridegroom  does  with  his  groomsmen.  He 
never  made  them  fast,  or  observed  that  the}'  had  neglected  to 
wash  their  hands  before  taking  food ;  nor  did  he  even  teach 
tliem  a  prayer,  so  that  when  they  felt  the  want  of  one  they 
tad  to  ask  him  for  it.^  From  this  perfect  ease  and  freedom 
v/e  may  gather  that  the  Twelve  themselves  did  not  belong  to 
the  devout  and  cultivated  circles  of  the  day ;  otherwise  such 
conduct  would  have  been  little  to  their  taste.  They  were 
simple  men  of  the  people,  of  healthy  and  vigorous  spirit,  full 
of  their  own  narrow  and  even  coarse  prejudices,  but  recep- 
tive and  tractable  enough  on  the  whole,  ver}-  susceptible  to 
impressions,  and  full  of  zeal. 

If  Jesus  laid  #.ny  special  stress  on  the  number  twelve^  it  was 
probably  with  a  reference  to  the  number  of  the  tribes  of  an- 
cient Israel,  which  tjpified  or  foreshadowed  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  the  chosen  people  of  the  future.*  But  the  number  is 
certainl}'  so  far  accidental  that  if  Jesus  had  not  been  able  to 
find  as  many  as  twelve  whom  he  thought  suited  for  the  task 
he  would  have  been  content  with  fewer ;  and  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  after  choosing  the  Twelve,  he  had  met  with  others  who 
seemed  particularly  well  qualified,  he  would  not  have  scrupled 
to  increase  the  number.  Luke  tells  us '  that  he  called  them 
Apostles  (or  ''  those  sent  out")  ;  but  even  if  we  substitute  the 
Hebrew  word  that  Jesus  would  have  used  for  tlie  Greek  Apos- 
tle, the  statement  will  still  be  incorrect.  Long  after  the  death 
of  Jesus,  when  Paul  rivalled  or  opposed  the  Twelve,  and  laid 
claim  to  the  title  of  Apostle,  —  or  still  later  when  the  apostolic 
doctrine  or  tradition  began  to  be  regarded  as  the  standard  of 
truth  by  which  the  disputes  of  the  communities  must  be  de- 
cided, —  then  the  title  of  Apostle  was  said  to  have  originated 
with  Jesus  himself;  but  during  his  lifetime  the  Twelve  were 
simply  called  his  disciples. 

The  character,  the  position,  and  the  occupation  of  most  of 
these  men  are  unknown  to  us.  Besides  the  brothers  Simon 
and  Andrew  (sons  of  Jona) ,  and  James  and  John  (sons  of 
Zebedee),  all  of  whom  were  fishermen,  we  find  Philip  and 
Bartholomew,  Thomas  and  Matthew,  James  (the  son  of  Al- 
phaeus)  and  Lebbaeus,  Simon  the  Canaanite  (or  Zelot)  and 
Judas  of  Karioth,  a  place  in  Judaea.     Of  these,  Simon  is  em- 

^  Luke  xl.  1. 

a  Matthen  xix.  28  (Luke  xxii.  30);   Revelation  xxl  12,  14,  21;   compare 
iames  i.  1. 
<  Luke  vi.  13. 
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phaticallj  described  as  the  first  in  the  Jewish-Christian  Gospel, 
as  though  he  were  the  head  of  the  Apostolic  company.  This 
agrees  with  the  opinion  prevalent  in  the  apostolic  age,  but  is 
quite  contrar}'  to  the  intention  of  Jesus.*  We  know  this  Simon 
as  a  man  of  a  ver}*  lovable  character,  fiery  in  spirit,  quick  in 
feeling,  hasty  in  word  and  deed,  sometimes  to  the  point  of 
headlong  rashness.  He  bore  the  surname  Cephas,  or  "  rock," 
which  was  translated  into  its  Greek  equivalent  Peter^  when 
the  gospel  was  preached  to  the  heathen  world.  He  probsbly 
owed  it  to  some  accidental  circumstance  unknown  to  us.  Our 
Gospels  tell  us  that  Jesus  himself  gave  him  this  name ;  ^  but 
with  all  his  admirable  qualities  it  was  just  in  rock-like  stead- 
fastness of  purpose  that  Simon  was  altogether  wanting.  He 
is  sometimes  more  like  a  reed  shaken  b}-  the  wind  than  a  rock, 
and  we  can  hardly  believe  that  Jesus  was  so  completelj^  mis 
taken  in  his  estimate  as  to  call  him  a  rock.  I'here  is  far 
more  probability  in  the  tradition  that  Jesus  gave  the  name  of 
Boaneiges,  or  ^^  sons  of  thunder,"  to  James  and  John,  in 
virtue  of  their  impetuous  and  stormy  force  of  character.' 
Among  the  Twelve  themselves,  these  three,  to  whom  Andrew 
(Simon's  brother,  of  whom  we  know  nothing  more)  is  some- 
times added,^  were  again  selected  to  enjoy  the  special  confi- 
dence of  their  Master.  They  always  went  with  him,  even 
when  from  the  nature  of  the  case  a  greater  company  was 
impossible. 

As  regards  the  others,  we  have  only  to  obseiTC  that  Mat^ 
thew  is  called  ''the  publican"  in  the  first  Gospel,  through  a 
confusion  with  Levi ;  and  that,  instead  of  Lebbeeus,  Thaddajus 
appears  in  the  second  Gospel,  and  Judas,  son  of  James,  in 
the  third  Gospel  and  the  Book  of  Acts.  On  this  last  point 
the  tradition  seems  to  have  been  uncertain,  unless  we  are  to 
account  for  the  variation  b}'  supposing  that  one  of  the  original 
Twelve  was  removed  by  an  early  death,  or  fell  away  from 
Jesus.  The  second  Simon  appears  to  have  formerly  belonged 
to  the  party  of  the  Zelots,'  whence  his  surname.  Finally,  the 
last  named  of  the  Twelve,  Judas  Iscariot,  is  always  spoken 
of  as  "  the  betraj^er."  We  shall  meet  with  him  again  in  the 
history  of  the  death  of  Jesus. 

Whether  Jesus  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  is  a  question 
which  we  shall  discuss  presently.  Here  we  need  only  observe 
that  the  remark  already  made  with  reference  to  the  first  foui 

1  Compare  Matthew  xxiii.  6-12.  '^  Compare  Matthew  xvL  18. 

»  Mark  ui.  17.  «  Mark  i.  29,  xiii.  3. 

•  See  pp.  a-6. 
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is  equally  applicable  to  the  other  eight,*  —  the}'  must  have 
known  Jesus,  and  he  must  have  singled  them  out  and  care- 
fully observed  them  before  their  calling.  But  on  the  side  of 
Jesus  the  choice  was  still  an  act  of  faith  in  God ;  an  experi- 
ment or  venture,  the  result  of  which  he  left  in  God's  hands. 
This  is  the  meaning  of  Luke's  statement  that  Jesus  went  up 
a  mountain  one  evening  and  spent  the  whole  night  in  prayer 
to  God,  and  when  it  was  day  caUed  his  disciples  to  Mm  and 
chose  twelve  of  them.  We  must  further  note  that  none  of 
these  men  had  the  faintest  suspicion  at  first  that  the  Master  to 
whom  they  had  attached  themselves  was  to  be  the  Messiah. 
They  followed  him  at  first  simply  as  a  prophet  or  teacher  of 
the  people,  and  after  a  time  more  especially  because  he  had 
given  such  a  powerful  stimulus  to  their  expectation  of  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

Meanwhile  the  Gospels  tell  us  not  only  that  Jesus  trained 
the  Twelve  to  become  his  fellow- workers,  but  also  that  he 
actually  began  to  set  them  to  the  work.  On  a  certain  day, 
we  read,  he  called  them  to  him  and  sent  them  out,  two  and 
two,  to  announce  the  approach  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  giving 
them  power  at  the  same  time  to  cast  out  demons :  — 

"Go  to  no  heathen  city,  and  enter  no  place  in  Samaria, 
but  rather  go  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  people  of  Israel. 

"Go  forth  and  preach,  saying,  'The  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  at  hand  ! '  Heal  the  sick,  raise  the  dead,  cleanse  the  lep- 
ers, cast  out  devils.  You  have  received  without  paying  a 
price,  give  to  others  without  asking  pa3'ment. 

"  Provide  no  money  in  your  gii*dles,  no  wallet,  no  extra 
coat  or  sandals  or  stick ;  for  the  laborer  is  worth  his 
maintenance. 

"  And  when  3'ou  come  to  any  city  or  village,  inquire  who 
is  worthy  of  your  choice,  and  remain  with  him  until  3'ou 
leave  the  place.  And  when  you  enter  his  house  give  it  your 
blessing ;  and  if  the  house  be  worthy,  may  the  greeting  of 
peace  be  fulfilled  for  it,  but  if  not,  let  it  return  again  to  3'ou. 
And  wherever  they  will  not  receive  you  nor  listen  to  your 
words,  when  you  leave  the  house  or  cit}'  shake  the  unclean 
dust  from  off  3'our  feet  as  a  witness  against  it ! " 

Did  Jesus  renWy  send  out  the  Apostles  thus?  On  the 
whole,  we  are  inclined  to  think  he  did ;  though  many  difficul- 
ties are  involved  in  the  supposition,  and  it  is  very  hard. to 
come  to  any  conclusion.  Let  us  examine  the  question  a  little 
more  closely.  In  the  first  place,  Mark  and  Luke  tell  us  that 
1  See  p.  127. 
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the  Apostles  nctiiallj  did  go  about  preaching  repentance  ;  that 
they  cast  out  many  devils ;  anointed  many  sick  people  with 
oil  and  restored  them  to  health  ;  and  finally  returned  to  Jesus 
with  an  account  of  all  that  they  had  done.  Upon  this,  we 
are  told,  he  took  them  aside  to  give  them  a  little  rest,  for  the 
people  pressed  upon  them  so  incessantly  that  they  had  not 
even  time  to  take  food.  But  we  have  every  reason  to  suspect 
that  this  is  pure  invention.  The  .first  Gospel  has  not  a  word 
of  it,  probably  because  it  was  not  mentioned  by  the  oldest 
authorities.  This  is  far  more  likely  than  that  it  was  acciden- 
tally omitted.  Matthew  simply  mentions  that  the  Apostles 
were  sent  out  on  this  mission,  but  he  has  never  told  us  of 
their  being  chosen ;  nor  does  he  ever  say  what  the}*  did  on 
tlieir  journey-,  or  when  they  returned  to  Jesus.  It  is  possible 
that  this  is  an  instance  of  superior  historical  accuracy,  and 
that  the  real  course  of  things  was  this :  that  the  Twelve 
were  summoned  one  at  one  time,  another  at  another ;  that 
they  were  afterwards  sent  out  by  Jesus  to  preach,  but  accom- 
plished little  or  nothing,  and  soon  returned  to  the  Master. 
Bat  it  is  also  possible  that  Matthew  mentions  the  sending  out, 
but  not  the  return,  because  the  Apostles  were  really  com 
missioned  by  Jesus  to  preach  to  Israel,  but  not  during  his 
own  life,  so  that  they  could  not  return  to  him.  Agiiin,  we 
should  have  said  that  the  disciples  were  too  worldly-minded 
and  too  little  penetrated  b}'  their  Master's  spirit  to  be  quali- 
fied for  heralds  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  But,  then,  Jesus 
was  always  inclined  to  Judge  of  others  b}'  himself,  and  so  to 
think  better  of  men  than  they  really  deserved  as  jet.  Finally, 
Matthew  piits  a  discourse  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus  on  this  oc- 
casion, the  greater  part  of  which  can  only  have  been  delivered 
daring  the  last  daj^s  of  his  life,  when  he  foresaw  that  he  must 
soon  permanently  hand  over  his  life-task  to  his  disciples.* 
The  case  is  somewhat  different  with  the  verses  already'  quoted. 
The  genuineness  of  a  part  of  them  is  as  well  established  as 
that  of  any  saying  of  Jesus  whatever,  for  Paul  himself  refers 
to  them.^  But  ai*e  these  elaborate  regulations  as  to  the  equip- 
ment of  the  Apostles  quite  appropriate  to  a  journey  of  a  few 
days*  duration  only  ?  Does  that  precept  to  shake  ofiT  the  dust 
of  the  unfriendly  city  breathe  the  spirit  of  him  who  came  not 
to  destroy  but  to  save?  And,  above  all,  the  prohibition  to 
preach  to  any  one  except  the  Jews  certainly  owes  its  origin 
to  a  later  Jewish-Christian  editor,  who  looked  upon  the  Mes- 
nanic  kingdom  as  the  heritage  of  Israel  alone.     This  prohi- 

^  Matthew  x.  5  b.-42.  ^  x  Corinthijins  ix.  6  ff.,  especially  verses  14,  18. 
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bition  is  put  first  of  all,  as  though  it  were  the  most  important 
point ;  as  if  the  very  nature  of  the  case  did  not  require  the 
first  words  of  the  exhortation  to  be,  "  Go  forth  and  preach !  " 
as  if  the  great  dispute  of  the  apostolic  times  could  have  been 
present  then  to  the  mind  of  Jesus ;  as  if  the  disciples  would 
have  been  likely  to  neglect  their  countrymen  on  this  little 
journey,  and  turn  to  heathens  and  Samaritans ;  as  if  the 
'Most"  Israelite  was  not  almost  on  the  same  level  as  tho 
'^  unclean  "  heathen  and  Samaritan ;  and  as  if  Jesus  himself 
would  have  drawn  back  had  he  chanced  to  meet  a  heathen  or 
Samaritan  on  his  way ! 

But  in  spite  of  all  this  there  is  so  much  to  be  said  in 
support  of  the  Apostles  really  having  been  sent  out  by  Josus 
that  we  cannot  give  up  the  fact  itself.  It  might  very  natu- 
rally give  rise  to  the  name  of  Apostle.  Jesus  refers  to  it  the 
evening  before  his  death  in  a  saying  which  has  every  appear- 
ance of  being  genuine.^  In  the  exhortation  itself  there  are 
one  or  two  points  that  are  hardl}'  explicable  as  injunctions 
given  to  the  disciples  with  a  view  to  their  labors  after  the 
death  of  Jesus.  It  may  be  noticed  special!}'  that  the  S3'm- 
bolical  description  of  their  work,  —  healing  the  sick  in  soul, 
waking  the  indifferent  from  the  sleep  of  death,  cleansing  those 
tainted  with  the  leprosy  of  sin,  together  with  their  preaching 
of  repentance  and  of  the  near  approach  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  —  all  correspond  very  closel}'  with  the  early  work  and 
teaching  of  Jesus  himself.  And  finally  the  Master's  need 
of  fellow-workers  was  so  great  that  we  should  almost  have 
expected  him  to  make  some  such  experiment. 

But  in  any  case  it  was  no  more  than  an  experiment,  and 
one  which  did  not  prove  encouraging.  If  the  disciples  really 
were  sent  out  to  preach  by  Jesus,  their  mission  bore  but  little 
fhiit  and  was  not  repeated. 

We  have  alread}'  said  that  the  immediate  foUowers  of  Jesua 
were  not  oonfined  to  the  chosen  Twelve.  Even  when  we  are 
told  that  he  turned  to  his  disciples  we  must  generally  under- 
stand the  wider  circle  of  followers,  which  rose  and  fell  accord- 
ing to  special  circumstances.  Of  these  disciples  we  know 
nothing;  but  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  some  of  them 
understood  and  applied,  preserved  and  handed  down  their 
Master's  principles  better  than  the  Apostles  themselves.  If 
BO,  we  may  trace  to  their  influence  the  freer  movement  which 
made  it«elf  felt,  soon  after  the  death  of  Jesus,  among  the 

1  Luke  xzii.  36. 
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M)mmuiiitics  that  confessed  his  name.^  All  we  know  is  that 
wherever  Jeius  went  he  found  friends.  During  his  stay  in 
Jemsalem,  at  the  end  of  his  life,  we  shall  find  examples  in 
Joseph  of  Arimathea,  Simon  of  Bethany,  the  man  who  received 
him  at  Jerusalem,  and  the  owner  of  the  garden  at  Gethsemane. 
We  have  now  to  mention  expressly  and  separately  the  women 
friends  of  Jesus. 

It  seems  that  his  preaching  gained  a  ready  hearing  from 
the  Jewish  women,  and  made  a  deep  impression  on  them. 
Women  are  generally  more  religious  than  men,  and  we  are 
told  b}'  other  authorities  that  the  Jewish  women  specially 
favored  the  Pharisaic  movement  on  account  of  its  strictness. 
It  is  scarcely  surprising,  then,  that  Jesus  should  have  excited 
their -interest  so  thoroughly  that  not  a  few  of  them  ranged 
themselves  among  his  hearers,^  and  gave  him  frequent  proofs 
of  their  reverential  affection.'  Accordingl3%  we  find  him  ac- 
cused, on  his  trial,  '*of  drawing  women  and  children  away 
from  the  true  religion." 

It  must  have  been  exceedingly  difficult,  on  every  ground, 
for  women  to  attach  themselves  to  a  ]X)pular  teacher  who  was 
constantly  travelling  from  place  to  place.  Indeed,  domestic 
or  other  special  duties  would  make  it  simpl}*  impossible  in 
the  majority  of  cases.  But,  in  spite  of  all  this,  there  were 
certain  women  who  accompanied  him  on  his  last  journey 
from  Galilee  to  Jerusalem  to  the  Passover ;  *  and  not  only 
so,  but  even  while  he  was  still  travelling  about  in  Galilee 
there  were  some  who  attached  themselves  as  closel}'  as  pos- 
sible to  the  company  of  his  disciples,*  going  with  him  on  his 
joiime3's,  and  enjoy iug  his  intercourse  and  his  teaching.  At 
the  same  time,  they  eagerly  seized  every  occasion  that  pre- 
sented itself  of  being  of  service  to  him. 

For  although  the  wants  of  Jesus  and  his  twelve  friends  and 
other  companions  were  to  a  large  extent  supplied  by  the 
liberal  hospitality  of  the  East,  yet  there  must  have  been 
occasions  upon  which  this  hospitality  left  ample  room  for  a 
woman's  help  to  be  of  the  greatest  value.  Even  the  bare 
sastenance  of  the  travellers  may  sometimes  have  depended 
on  the  resources  of  these  women,  for  the  disciples  had  of 
course  given  up  for  the  .time  the  occupations  by  which  they 
earned  their  bread,  and  few  of  them  had  any  fortune.     This 

1  See  p.  146.  «  Matthew  xiv.  21.  xr.  38. 

*  Matthew  xix.  13,  xxvi.  7;  Luke  xi.  27,  xxiii.  ^7. 

*  Matthew  xxvii.  65  (Mark  xv.  41;  Luke  xxiii.  49). 

*  Lake  viiL  1-8 ;  compare  Mark  xv.  40,  4L 
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assistance  seems  all  the  more  natural  when  we  observe  that 
one  of  the  women  was  the  wife  of  Zebedee,  and  the  mother 
of  James  and  John.  Mark  calls  her  Salome.  Another  was 
Mary,  the  mother  of  James  the  Less  and  Joses ;  so  that  if 
this  James  is  the  son  of  Alphseus,  which  is  not  certain  how- 
ever, she  too  was  the  mother  of  an  Apostle.  The  mention 
of  these  women  furnishes  a  very  valuable  clew  to  the  teacher's 
means  of  subsistence. 

Most  of  their  names  have  of  course  been  forgotten,  but  a 
few  have  been  preserved  in  one  way  or  another.  The  best 
Known  of  them  all  is  Mary,  who  is  always  mentioned  before 
the  rest,  and  is  called  Magdalene,  after  the  place  of  her  birth, 
to  distinguish  her  from  others  of  the  same  name.  Luke  also 
mentions  Joanna,  the  wife  of  Chusa,  Herod's  steward,  and 
Susanna.  He  believes  that  all  these  women  had  been  cured 
of  possession,  or  some  other  disease,  by  Jesus,  who  had  cast 
out  seven  devils  from  Mar}'  Magdalene.  Perhaps,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  idea  that  more  than  one  evil  spirit  might  fix 
upon  the  same  victim,^  this  last  trait  signifies  a  high  degree 
of  nervous  suffering.  It  is  the  same  Evangelist  who  gives  us 
the  names  of  two  other  women  who  were  among  the  fHends 
of  Jesus,  and  describes  the  following  domestic  scene  :* — 

On  one  of  his  journeys  Jesus  came  to  a  certain  place  in 
Galilee,  where  a  woman  called  Martha  received  him.  This 
woman  had  a  sister,  Marj^  living  with  her,  and  both  of  them 
were  proud  to  receive  their  guest,  and  busied  themselves 
most  zealously  to  make  every  thing  go  ofl*  well  and  enteilain 
him  pleasantly.  But  in  the  midst  of  their  preparations  Mary 
came  into  the  room  in  which  Jesus  was  speaking,  — perhaps 
she  came  to  fetch  something,  or  to  put  things  straight,  — 
and  there  she  sta3*ed  listening  to  what  he  said  until  she  foi^got 
the  meal  she  was  preparing,  forgot  her  sister,  forgot  every 
thing,  and  sat  down  at  his  feet  to  listen.  Of  course  it  was 
not  long  before  Martha  missed  her.  At  first  she  tried  to 
manage  without  her,  but  she  was  so  oppressed  with  all  that 
there  was  to  do,  and  so  anxious  about  the  meal  she  was  get- 
ting ready,  and  wanted  so  much  to  consult  her  sister  on  this 
point  and  to  get  her  to  see  after  that,  that  at  last  she  could 
bear  it  no  longer ;  and  so  she  broke  into  the  room,  stood 
before  Jesus,  and,  pointing  to  Mary,  cried  with  some  excite- 
ment, '^  Rabbi !  how  can  you  let  my  sister  desert  me  and 
leave  me  all  the  work  ?  Tell  her  to  come  and  help  me ! "  But 
Jesus  judged  far  otherwise  of  Mary's  conduct.     He  felt  the 

1  MAtthew  xik  46;  Mark  ▼.  9.  >  Luke  x.  3S-4S 
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findiiess  of  the  good  woman  of  the  house,  but  the  involun* 
tarj  homage  of  Mary's  undivided  thoughts  pleased  him  far 
more.  Mary  had  sought  the  kingdom  of  heaven  before  all, 
and  that  was  why  she  had  forgotten  earthly  things.  And 
this  was  fbr  better  than  even  the  kindest  thought  for  his 
mere  personal  needs.  ^^O  Martha,  Martha!''  he  cried, 
shaming  her  with  the  gentle  tones  of  his  quiet  and  loving 
rebuke,  ''how  many  thhigs  trouble  and  perplex  your  soul! 
One  thing  is  needftd,  and  Mary  has  made  the  good  choice 
from  which  she  must  not,  cannot,  be  held  back." 

We  still  possess  a  remarkable  series  of  narratives  which 
illustrate  the  unshrinking  firmness  and  directness  with  which 
Jesus  pressed  upon  his  immediate  followers  that  definite  reso> 
lotion  to  postpone  all  things  to  the  kingdom  of  God  which  he 
had  made  himself  and  had  prescribed  to  others.  He  was  far 
from  wishing  to  turn  back  any  one  who  desired  to  join  him, 
bat  yet  he  did  not  accept  all  offers  of  assistance  uncondition- 
ally. On  the  contrary,  he  met  such  offers  with  a  solemn 
warning,  and  set  forth  his  demands  in  the  hardest  possible 
form,  that  none  might  join  him  thoughtlessly  and  then  repent 
their  haste. 

For  instance,  once  when  he  was  on  the  point  of  crossing 
the  lake  (most  likely  when  the  wonderful  impression  made  by 
his  first  appearance  was  still  fresh) ,  a  Scribe  came  to  him  and 
declared,  "Master!  I  will  follow  you  wheresoever  you  go." 
Jesus  did  not  repel  him,  but  solemnly  reminded  him  of  what 
his  offer  meant.  It  meant  the  renunciation  of  all  rest  and 
ease,  of  all  thoughts  of  a  quiet,  happy  home ;  it  meant  a  life 
of  wear}'  wandering  like  that  of  the  Master  he  would  join. 
'*  Foxes  have  holes  and  birds  of  the  air  have  nests,  but  the 
Son  of  Man  has  not  where  to  lay  his  head." 

Another  time  one  of  his  disciples  came  to  him  and  said, 
** Master!  let  me  first  go  and  bury  my  father."  But  Je- 
sus refused:  "FoUow  me,"  he  said,  "and  leave  it  to 
the  (spiritually)  dead  to  bury  their  dead.  As  for  you, 
you  have  weightier  work  to  do,  even  to  preach  the  Mng- 
dom  of  heaven." 

It  was  the  need  of  "  fellow-laborers  for  the  harvest"  that 
made  Jesus  utter  such  words.  And  so  another  time,  when 
some  one  said  to  him,  "  I  will  follow  you.  Rabbi !  but  let  me 
first  take  leave  of  them  at  home,"  Jesus  refused  even  this 
request.  All  former  ties  must  be  broken,  or  they  would  hin- 
der his  followers  in  the  task  he  laid  upon  them.     "  Whoso- 
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evor  puts  his  hand  to  the  plough,  and  then  looks  back,  is  not 
fit  to  work  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

When  we  come  to  the  journe}'  to  Jerusalem  we  shall  meet 
with  another  similar  event,  but  for  the  present  these  will 
suffice.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  last  two  demands  make 
a  painful  impression  of  unnatural  hardness  uix)n  us.  We 
cannot  tell  whether  any  special  circumstances  made  these 
two  men  particularly  likely  to  prove  faithless  to  their  goo(J 
resolve  if  they  delayed  its  execution  or  returned  to  bid  their 
relatives  farewell ;  but  the  events  seem  to  place  us  at  a  period 
when  the  opposition  to  Jesus  had  already  risen  high,  and 
decision  was  more  necessary  than  ever.  It  is  very  imiwr- 
tant  to  bear  in  mind  that  those  sayings  do  not  stand  alone, 
but  are  simply  special  applications  of  a  general  rule  laid 
down  b}'  Jesus.  Once,  when  the  eagerness  to  join  him  was 
more  than  usuall}'  strong,  he  said :  ''  If  any  one  comes  to  me 
and  does  not  hate  father  and  mother,  wife  and  children, 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  even  his  own  life,  he  cannot  be  my 
disciple!"  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the  word  '*hate" 
should  not  be  taken  literally.  Matthew  has  "whosoever 
loves  them  more  than  me,"  but  "  hate"  is  certainly  the  origi- 
nal word.  The  Hebrew  idiom  is  characterized  both  by  pov- 
erty' in  its  vocabulary  and  b}'  great  poetic  force,  and  Jesus 
mtentionall}'  chose  the  strongest  possible  woi*d  to  express 
the  definite  choice  and  the  definite  victory  in  the  contest 
between  two  irreconcilable  dispositions.  We  must  be  read^*, 
if  need  be,  to  shake  ourselves  entirel}^  free  from  our  nearest 
and  dearest  relatives,  to  break  every  tie  that  binds  us  to 
them  without  hesitation  or  reserve,  and  even  to  sacrifice  the 
love  the}'  bear  us,  for  the  great  purpose  of  our  lives. 

We  shall  see  presentl}'^  that  Jesus  himself  had  been  com- 
pelled to  satisfy  this  demand,  had  met  and  wrestled  through 
this  bitter  necessity,  before  he  laid  the  claim  upon  others.  He 
would  have  no  half-hearted  work.  He  demanded  from  others 
what  he  had  given  himself,  —  unconditional  self-consecration 
to  the  task  imposed  by  God,  to  the  hastening  of  God's  king- 
dom. No  difficulties  must  be  feared,  every  hindrance  must 
be  swept  away,  extremest  danger  braved,  and  no  sacrifice 
withheld  !  And  when  the  fidelity'  and  steadfastness,  the  self- 
consecration  and  self-sacrifice,  in  a  word  the  whole  life  of 
Jesus,  had  been  crowned  by  his  death  on  the  cross,  the 
demand  he  made  from  his  disciples  was  thrown  into  a  form 
which  he  cannot  possibly  have  used  himself,  but  w^hich  per- 
fectly embodies  his  spirit :  "  No  one  can  be  my  disciple  who 
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ioes  not  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me."  It  is  certain  that 
Jesus  never  used  the  word  "  cross"  in  a  sense  which  would 
have  been  wholly  unintelligible  during  his  life ;  but  it  is  quite 
natural  that  the  manner  of  his  death  should  have  made  the 
''cross"  the  consecrated  symbol,  not  indeed  of  suffering  in 
general,  but  of  the  suffering  endured  for  the  kingdom  of 
God's  sake,  the  painful  aspects  of  the  Christian's  life-task, 
with  all  its  toil  and  strife  and  sorrow.  The  form  of  the  say- 
ing, then,  is  of  later  date,  but  the  thought  itself  is  certainly 
the  thought  of  Jesus. 

Had  he  au}^  right  or  any  power  to  demand  less  from  others 
than  he  had  exacted  of  himself?  It  would  have  been  an  in- 
sult to  them  and  treachery  to  the  cause  !  ''  A  disciple  is  not 
above  his  teacher,  nor  a  servant  above  his  master.  It  is 
enough  for  the  disciple  to  equal  his  teacher,  and  for  the  serv- 
ant to  equal  his  master."  *  But  then  it  was  far  better  never 
to  begin  at  all,  than  once  having  joined  the  teacher  to  desert 
him.  If  the  salt  had  lost  its  savor  it  was  fit  for  nothing.' 
"Before  30U  begin,  reflect.  Have  you  the  moral  strength 
which  such  a  work  demands  ?  Which  one  of  you,  if  he  had 
resolved  to  build  a  tower,  would  not  first  sit  down  calmly  and 
calculate  how  much  it  would  cost,  and  whether  he  had  the 
means  of  carrying  out  so  great  a  work  ?  Otherwise  he  might 
lay  the  foundation,  and  then  discover,  to  his  own  confusion, 
that  he  could  not  finish  the  building  itself;  and  all  the 
passers-b}'  who  saw  it  would  laugh  him  to  scorn  and  say, 
'  This  man  began  to  build,  but  he  soon  had  to  stop  V  Think, 
then,  once  more !  Are  you  able  to  resist  and  overcome  the 
entreaties,  the  tears,  the  threats,  the  scorn,  the  opposition  of 
the  strong  and  influential,  — every  thing,  in  short,  that  would 
draw  you  aside  from  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  If  not,  never 
enter  upon  the  contest  at  all !  Suppose  a  tributary  prince 
revolts,  and  the  king  to  whom  he  owes  allegiance  advances 
with  a  great  arm}'  to  reduce  him  to  obedience,  does  he  not 
calmly  and  fully  deliberate  with  his  advisera  and  generals  to 
see  whether,  nnder  all  the  circumstances,  he  with  his  ten 
thcasand  men  has  any  chance  of  offering  a  successful  resist- 
ance to  an  enemy  twice  as  numerous  ?  And  if  he  sees  that 
his  power  is  insufiScient  he  sends  ambassador,  while  the 
other  is  still  far  off,  humbly  to  beg  for  terms  of  peace.  Even 
fio  not  one  of  you  is  fit  to  be  my  disciple  unless  he  is  ready 
to  give  up  every  thing  he  has.  Test  yourselves,  therefore,  for 
much  is  involved  in  your  choice." 

1  Matthew  x.  24,  25  a.  2  See  p.  163. 
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We  shall  understand  these  stringent  demands  much  better 
when  we  remember  the  high  significance  which  Jesus  at- 
tached to  the  personal  work  and  influence  of  his  fbllow- 
laborers.  They  were  to  be  "  the  salt  of  the  earth,  the  light 
of  the  world."  He  ui^ed  them  to  lay  aside  all  care  for  tem- 
poral things,  and  to  trust  in  God ;  and  declared  that  their 
final  bliss  would  correspond  to  their  lofty  calling.  All  this 
explains  his  paradoxical  saying:^  ^' He  who  finds  his 
(earthly)  life  shall  lose  his  (t^ue)  life,  but  he  who  loses  his 
life  [for  my  sake,  for  the  truth,  for  the  kingdom  of  God]  shall 
find  it."  Or,  as  it  is  elsewhere  put,^  "  He  who  seeks  to  save 
his  life  shall  lose  it,  but  he  who  loses  it  shall  save  it."  This 
was  his  own  motto,  the  rule  from  which  his  own  life  never 
swerved ;  and  by  making  the  same  demands  of  his  disciples 
he  shows  his  respect  for  them  and  his  constant  cfibrt  to  pat 
them  on  the  same  footing  as  himself.  He  employed  them, 
indeed,  as  messengers  and  interpreters  to  give  his  teaching 
the  utmost  possible  publicity,  and  said,  "There  is  nothing 
secret  that  shall  not  be  revealed,  and  nothing  hidden  that 
shall  not  be  disclosed.  What  I  tell  you  in  darkness  declare 
in  light ;  what  you  hear  in  the  ear  proclaim  on  the  house- 
tops ; "  ■  he  sought  to  rouse  their  courage  by  the  anticipation 
of  rewards  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  declared,  ''  Who- 
soever confesses  me  before  men,  him  will  I  confess  before  my 
heavenl}'  Father ;  whosoever  denies  me  before  men,  him  will 
I  den}'  before  my  Father ; "  *  but  he  never  lost  sight  of  the 
essential  equality  he  desired  to  establish  between  himself  and 
them,  and  expressly  declared,  "He  who  receives  .you  re- 
ceives me ;  and  he  who  receives  me  receives  Him  who  sent 
me."  * 

Many  of  these  sayings  were  addressed  in  the  first  instance, 
if  not  exclusively,  to  the  Twelve ;  and  to  them,  accordingly, 
our  attention  naturally  returns.  Did  Jesus  find  his  \6fty  hopes 
in  them  fulfilled  ?  Had  he  cause  to  r^oice  in  the  selection  he  hacl 
made,  and  in  the  labor  he  had  bestowed  in  training  his  twelve 
companions?  For  the  present  we  will  leave  the  enigmatical 
character  of  Judas  out  of  consideration ;  but  even  then  the 
question  is  hard  to  answer.  The  Twelve  certainly  remainetl 
true,  even  when  hostility  to  their  Master  ran  highest.     It  is 

1  Mfttthew  X.  89  (Luke  ix.  24). 

*  Mark  viii.  35  (Matthew  xvi.  25;  Luke  xvH.  33). 

«  Matthew  x.  2G,  27  (Lnke  xii.  2,  3). 

<  Matthew  x.  32,  33  'Luke  xU.  8,  9).  *  Matthew  x.  40. 
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•heir  glorj'  to  have  been  faithful  when  manj-  who  had  hailed 
the  appearance  of  Jesus  with  acclamation  dropped  away  fVom 
him.*  They  sacrificed  every  thing  —  relatives,  emploj'ment, 
closest  ties,  and  dearest  interests —  to  join  themselves  to  him, 
and  work  with  him  for  the  kingdom  of  God.*  This  was  much. 
But  Jesus  had  built  so  man}-  hopes  upon  them !  He  had  hoped 
that  they  would  understand  him  and  sympathize  with  him ; 
that  the}'  would  share  his  love  and  his  zeal ;  in  a  word,  that 
they  would  in  the  highest  sense  live  with  him,  and  so  recom 
pense  him  for  the  loss  of  that  love  from  his  nearest  relatives 
that  he  had  been  obliged  to  sacrifice.^  But  it  was  not  alone 
or  chiefly  of  himself  that  he  had  thought.  It  was  far  more 
of  the  cause  for  which  he  labored,  — the  establishment  of  the 
kingdom  of  God.  And  in  his  most  exalted  expectations  he 
was  constantly  disappointed.^  It  is  true  that  he  had  often 
cause  to  rejoice.  His  gospel  of  the  kingdom,  which  Scribes 
and  Pharisees  could  not  receive,  found  its  way  to  simple  souls  ; 
and  once  he  poured  out  the  jo}-  of  his  heart  in  the  cry  of 
praise :  "I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth, 
that  thou  hast  i*evealed  these  things  to  little  children,  though 
they  be  hidden  from  the  wise  and  prudent.  Even  so.  Father, 
for  fio  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight !  "  *  and  though  we  must 
not  confine  the  application  of  these  words  to  the  Twelve 
alone,  far  less  must  we  exclude  them  from  it.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  was  often  grievously  disappointed  in  them. 

It  is  true  that  we  must  be  on  our  guard  in  this  matter  as 
we  read  some  of  the  stories  in  the  Gospels ;  for  the  writers 
sometimes  seem  purposely  to  place  the  Twelve  —  the  Apos- 
tles of  the  Jews  —  in  an  unfavorable  light.  But  the  narra- 
tives are  too  consistent  and  too  numerous  to  leave  room  for 
any  serious  doubt.  More  than  once  the  Twelve  offended 
their  Master  by  their  petty  ambition  and  self-assertion,  as 
they  quarrelled  about  which  was  the  greatest.  Again  and 
again  he  had  to  rebuke  their  pride  ;  and  his  exhortations  to 
humility  and  ministering  love,  the  only  true  greatness,  seemed 
to  make  but  little  impression  on  them.'  The  one  sought  to 
take  rank  before  the  other,^  and  selfish  and  interested  motives 
were  by  no  means  strange  to  them.  No  wonder,  then,  that 
they  often  showed  their  inability  to  comprehend  their  Mas- 

2  Luke  zxli.  28.  >  Matthew  xix.  27  (Mark  x.  28 ;  Luke  xviii.  28). 

<  MaUhew  zii.  48-60  (Mark  iii.  33-35;  Luke  viii.  21);  Matthew  xix.  29 
lUrk  X.  29,  30;  Luke  xviii.  29,  80). 

4  Compare  pp.  129,  146,  184.  «  Matthe%v  xi.  25,  26  (Luke  x.  21V 

*  Matthew  xviii.  1 .  Mark  ix.  34;  Luke  ix.  46,  xxi.  24. 
'  Matthew  xx   20-28  (Mtrlr  x.  35-45). 
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ter's  teaching  and  principles.  We  are  constantly  told  that 
they  did  not  understand  him,  and  he  himself  sometimes  com- 
plains of  their  obtuseness.^  The  religious  prejudices  of  their 
people  were  too  deeply  ingrained  in  them  to  be  expelled  by 
their  Master's  preaching  of  a  spiritual  kingdom ;  and  to  the 
very  last  they  dreamed  of  a  king  arrayed  in  outward  splen- 
dor, and  of  posts  of  wealth  and  honor  for  themselves.  Their 
ideas  remained  incurably  material  in  spite  of  every  warning.* 
On  one  occasion  they  displeased  Jesus  greatly  by  trying  to 
send  away  some  little  children  that  had  been  brought  to  him. 
There  could  not  have  been  a  clearer  proof  of  how  little  they 
understood  his  spirit."  Another  striking  instance  of  this 
want  of  sympathy  is  recorded  in  a  stor}'  which  accurately 
depicts  the  disposition  of  the  disciples,  though  its  historical 
truth  is  by  no  means  above  suspicion.    It  runs  as  follows : 

Jesus  had  set  out  on  his  joume^'  to  Jerusalem.  He  in- 
tended to  take  the  shortest  way,  which  led  through  Samaria, 
and  had  sent  on  some  of  his  disciples  to  the  first  village  over 
the  border  to  secure  hospitality  for  the  band  of  thirteen  men. 
But  the  Samaritans  refused  to  receive  him,  because  he  was 
on  a  journey  to  a  feast  at  the  City  of  the  Temple,  while  they 
believed  that  Gerizim  was  the  only  place  at  which  lawful 
worship  could  be  offered.  At  this  insult  the  sons  of  Zebedee 
burst  into  indignant  wrath.  "  Lord ! "  said  they,  '*  shall  we 
not  call  down  fire  from  heaven  to  consume  these  wretches  ?  " 
The  example  of  Elijah*  was  evidently  before  their  minds. 
But  Jesus  turned  round  and  rebuked  them.  Did  they  not 
know  that  as  his  disciples  they  must  breathe  a  very  differ- 
ent spirit  from  that  of  the  great  prophet  of  the  ancient  cove- 
nant?—  not  the  stern  spirit  of  wrath  and  vengeance,  but  the 
gentle  spirit  of  redeeming,  reconciling  love.  So  the  travel- 
lers went,  at  the  command  of  Jesus,  to  another  village. 

From  the  last  period  of  Jesus*  life  in  Galilee  we  have 
another  story,  which  should  be  mentioned  here,  for  both  in  its 
original  and  its  present  form  it  was  intended  to  show  the 
slender  capacity  of  the  disciples.     Let  us  listen  to  it :  — 

Once  on  a  time  Jesus  left  his  disciples  alone  for  a  little 
while,  and  when  he  returned  he  found  them  surrounded  by 
a  crowd  of  people,  and  hard  pressed  by  certain  Scribes. 
When  he  asked  what  it  meant,  one  of  the  crowd  cried  out, 
*'  Master !  I  brought  my  son  here  because  he  has  a  devil  that 

1  Mark  iv.  13,  vi.  62.  vii.  17,  18.  ix  6.  10.  32,  x.  38. 

«  Matthew  xvi.  22,  23,  xx.  20-23  (Mark  viii.  32,  33,  x.  36-40). 

»  See  p.  174.  "*  2  Kings  i.  10-12;  compare  vol.  ii.  chap.  xi.  p.  124. 
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nuikes  Mm  dumb  ;  and  when  it  seizes  him  he  has  fearful  con- 
vulsions, and  foaras  at  the  mouth  and  gnashes  his  teeth,  and 
then  falls  down  motionless.  And  I  asked  3-our  disciples  to 
cast  out  the  devil,  but  the}-  could  not."  When  Jesus  heard 
of  the  feebleness  of  his  fellow-workers  his  patience  for  a 
moment  gave  way,  and  he  cried,  "  O  faithless  and  perverse 
generation  !  How  long  shall  I  be  with  30U ?  How  long  shall 
I  bear  you  ?  Bring  him  here  to  me  !  "  But  haidly  had  the 
boy  been  brought  to  Jesus  when  he  had  another  fit,  and  fell 
in  convulsions  to  the  ground,  writhing  and  foaming  at  the 
mouth.  ''How  long  has  he  suffered  thus?"  said  Jesus  to 
the  father.  ''  Since  infancy,"  was  the  reply  ;  ''  and  the  won- 
der is  that  he  is  still  alive,  for  the  devil  has  many  a  time 
hurled  him  into  fire  or  water  to  kill  him.  But  for  pity's  sake 
help  us  if  you  can  !  "  ''  If  I  can?"  repeated  Jesus.  *'  Ev- 
ery  thing  is  possible  to  him  who  has  faith."  Then  the  father 
cried  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  '*  I  believe  it.  But  my 
faith  is  weak.  Help  me ! "  And  Jesus,  seeing  how  the 
people  kept  running  to  the  place,  turned  to  the  boy  and 
said,  ''Deaf  and  dumb  spirit!  I  command  you  to  come  out 
of  him  and  return  to  him  no  more  !  "  A  shnek  and  a  con- 
vulsion followed  the  command ;  and  then  the  child  la}'  so 
still  that  most  of  the  bystanders  thought  him  dead.  But 
Jesus  took  him  b}'  the  hand  and  raised  him ;  and  he  stood 
up  restored.  A  few  moments  afterwards,  when  the  Master 
had  retired  to  the  house,  his  disciples  asked  him  privately, 
*'  Why  could  not  we  drive  it  out?"  And  he  replied,  *'This 
kind  of  devil  cannot  be  expelled  except  l»y  prayer  and  fast- 

ing-" 

Matthew  sajs  that  the  boy  was  moon-struck,  that  is  to  say, 
that  he  had  regular  attacks  when  the  moon  was  waxing. 
Luke  makes  him  an  only  child.  In  other  respects  Mark  is 
the  fullest.  Several  objections  might  be  urged  against  the 
story  in  its  completest  form,  but  they  are  less  applicable  to 
the  shorter  and  simpler  narratives  of  the  first  and  third  Gos- 
pels. To  take  the  last  words  of  the  story,  for  instance,  how 
could  Jesus  ei\]oin  those  fasts  which  he  never  observed  him- 
self, and  from  which  he  publicly  released  his  disciples?' 
How  could  the  boy  hear  what  Jesus  said,  and  shriek,  if  he 
was  deaf  and  dumb  ?  But  we  la}-  no  stress  on  these  and  other 
such  points ;  for  the  original  and  historical  elements  of  the 
story  may  probably  still  be  detected.  To  say  nothing  of  the 
great  accuracy  with  which  the  s3'mptoms  are  described,  we 

1  Matthew  ix.  15  (Mark  ii.  19;  Luke  v.  34). 
VOL.111.  9 
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may  note  thai  it  is  very  probable  that  when  thti  disciples, 
perhaps  at  the  command  or  suggestion  of  Jesus  himself, 
attempted  to  imitate  him  in  curing  demoniacs  they  some- 
times succeeded,  but  were  sometimes  put  to  shame.  Now 
the  record  of  such  a  failure  is  the  chief  object  of  this  stor}', 
and  it  shows  us  that  this  practice  of  casting  out  devils,  though 
undertaken  in  all  83nnpath3'  and  love  for  the  sufferers,  was 
always  a  very  delicate  affair.^  A  failure,  such  as  might  well 
occur,  threw  the  exorcist  into  a  very  critical  position.  But  it 
is  especially  noteworthy  that  the  disciples  of  Jesus  did  not 
even  approach  their  Master's  power.  They  fell  far  short  of 
him,  because  they  lacked  that  true  self-reliance  which  is 
needed  for  success  in  any  thing. ^  For  though  they  may  have 
had  enough  of  the  self-confidence  which  often  passes  for  true 
self-reliance,  they  had  far  too  little  of  the  real  trust  in  them- 
selves which  would  urge  them  to  pray,  and  would  be  strength- 
ened in  its  turn  by  prayer;  which  is  religious  in  its  very 
nature,  and  coincides  with  trust  in  God.  It  was,  therefore, 
with  a  correct  instinct  that  an  undoubtedly  genuine  saying  of 
Jesus,  ''he  who  has  faith  can  do  all  things,"  was  taken  up 
into  the  story ;  and  this  saying,  together  with  the  reproach 
that  escaped  the  Master  in  a  moment  of  impatience,  consti- 
tutes another  thoroughly  historical  feature  of  the  narrative. 
To  the  power  of  faith  nothing  is  impossible  I  Such  was 
indeed  tiie  motto  of  Jesus;  and  Matthew  therefore  veiy- 
appropriately  makes  him  explain  the  failure  of  his  disciples 
by  the  words,  "  It  comes  of  j'-our  want  of  faith.  For  I  tell 
you,  if  you  had  faith  like  a  grain  of  mustai-d  seed  [small 
as  yet,  but  full  of  life  and  power  even  now],  you  might 
say  to  this  mountain,  '  Depart  hence  !  *  and  it  would  go  ;  and 
nothing  would  be  impossible  to  j'ou." 

A  faith  that  "can  remove  mountains"  of  diflBcult^',  that 
can  accomplish  not  only  what  seems  impossible,  but  what 
would  really  be  utterly  impossible  without  it,  —  such  a  faith  is 
spoken  of  elsewhere  as  well  as  here.'  On  another  occasion, 
when  the  Twelve  asked  him  to  "increase  their  faith,"  Jesus 
is  said  to  have  answered  in  almost  the  same  words :  "If 
you  had  faith  like  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  you  might  say  to 
this  mulberry  tree,  ^  Be  thou  plucked  up  and  planted  in  the 
sea  I '  and  it  would  obey  you."  It  seems,  then,  that  Jesus 
used  this  metaphor  on  more  than  one  occasion.^ 

1  See  pp.  185,  136.  a  Sce  pp.  135, 136. 

*  I  Connthians  xiii.  2;  compare  Psalm  xlvi.  2. 

4  M.Uthew  xxi.  21.  22;  Mark  xi.  22-24;  Luke  xvti.  6,  6;  compare  Maik 
svi.  17,  18 ;  Matthew  xiv.  31. 
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In  a  word,  the  story  gives  us  a  faithful  picture  of  the  defi- 
ciencies of  the  disciples,  or  rather  of  their  marked  inferiority 
to  their  Master.  And  this  leads  us  to  a  general  remark.  In- 
asmuch as  the  Twelve  were  always  with  Jesus,  we  involunta- 
rily make  use  of  them  to  enable  us  to  form  a  comparative 
estimate  of  the  character  of  Jesus  himself.  And  indeed  they 
actually  furnish  the  best  basis  for  such  an  estimate  we  have. 
Regarded  from  this  point  of  view,  the  disciples  constantly 
display  so  marked  an  inferiorit}'.  hardly  admitting  of  any 
comparison  at  all,  that  we  may  safely  say  their  lives  and 
characters  do  more  than  any  one  or  any  thing  else  to  bring 
the  greatness  of  Jesus  into  the  full  light.  To  excel  among 
mean  or  commonplace  companions  is  nothing;  but  these 
disciples  were  men  of  any  thing  but  ordinary  virtue.  They 
were  the  picked  men  of  their  time,  and  in  many  respects 
wei^  tndy  noble.  What  could  exalt  Jesus  more  than  a  com- 
parison which  shows  how  far  he  stood  above  even  such  men 
as  these  ?  If  the  Apostles  make  an  unfavorable  impression 
upon  us,  we  must  ascribe  it  to  the  fact  that  we  always  see 
them  close  by  Jesus.  Otherwise  we  should  probably  let  many 
of  their  failings  pass  unnoticed ;  but,  as  it  is,  they  contrast  too 
sharpl}'  with  his  exalted  excellence.  It  is  with  no  want  of 
respect  for  them  that  we  say,  that  their  small-mindedness  and 
his  great  nobility  of  soul ;  their  narrow  prejudices  and  his  strik- 
ing originality  and  unconditional  fidelit}^  to  truth ;  their  mate- 
rial expectations  and  his  deep  and  spiritual  conception  of  the 
kingdom  of  God;  their  self-seeking  impulses  and  his  un- 
wearied steadfastness  in  self-denial  and  self-sacrifice;  their 
weakness  and  his  moral  strength ;  their  faithlessness  and  his 
mountain-moving  fiuth,  —  all  stand  in  such  sharp  contrast  to 
each  other  that  our  wondering  reverence  for  him  rises  each 
moment. 

From  this  account  of  the  friends  of  Jesus  it  must  be  evi- 
dent that  he,  with  all  his  longing  to  impart  himself  to  others 
and  find  support  in  their  sympath}^  must  have  felt  a  grievous 
want  more  than  once  in  the  course  of  his  public  ministry,  — 
a  feeling  that  he  was  not  understood  by  any  one,  that  he  stood 
in  a  certain  sense  alone.  This  fate,  indeed,  he  shared  with 
other  exceptionally  great  men  who  have  been  raised  by  their 
veiy  loftiness  of  spirit  far  above  those  around  them,  and  have 
longed  in  vain  for  attachments  worthy  of  their  great  hearts 
and  Aill  communion  with  others  in  their  highest  life.  It  was 
^nly  to  God  that  Jesus  could  pour  out  all  his  soul  without  fear 
of  being  painfhlly  checked.     Once  in  the  Gospel  we  catch  the 
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ecLo  of  a  sad  assertion  that  his  heavenlj*  Father  alone  under- 
stood him,  that  no  one  knew  him  except  God ;  but  the  doc- 
trinal speculations  of  later  times  have  misunderstood  the 
saving,  disguised  it  ahnost  past  recognition,  and  turned  it 
into  a  piece  of  self-exaltation  of  which  Jesus  could  not  possi- 
bly have  been  guilty.^ 

In  yet  another  respect  Jesus  stood  almost  alone.  He  had 
not  sought  for  personal  friends  so  much  as  for  fellow-workers ; 
for  such  he  rightly  judged  wore  indispensable  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  his  giant  task.  And  in  this  hope  also  he  found 
himself,  at  least  for  the  moment,  disappointed.  But  still  he 
judged  of  others  by  himself,  and  never  doubted  that  they 
might  become  like  him  ;  however  far  from  him  they  stood  as 
3'et,  still  he  trusted  that  the}*  would  at  last  be  strong  enough* 
for  tasks  for  which  they  were  not  fit  as  yet.  He  seems  also 
to  have  foreseen  the  possibility  that  was  afterwards  realized, 
and  for  which  he  must  have  hoped,  —  the  possibility  that 
others  might  excel  the  Twelve  in  influence  and  zeal  for  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  so  take  rank  above  them.* 

Meanwhile  he  sought  and  found  in  God  strength  to  pursue 
his  way.  In  Him  Jesus  was  never  disappointed.  Whatever 
demands  were  made  on  him,  communion  with  his  Father,  and 
His  all-sufiScient  strength,  enabled  him  to  accomplish  his  task 
even  though  he  stood  alone. 

Was  not  this  true  greatness  ? 


Chapter  XV. 

JESUS  THE  FRIEND  OF  SINNERS. 

Matthew  VIII.  1-4,  IX.  1-18 ;  Luke  VII.  36-«),  XV.  8-10.« 


4i 


BEHOLD  my  servant  whom  I  have  chosen,  my  beloved 
in  whom  my  soul  has  pleasure  !  I  will  lay  my  spirit 
on  him,  and  he  shall  proclaim  nghteousness  to  the  heathen. 
He  shall  not  contend  nor  cry  out,  and  no  one  shall  hear  his 
▼oioe  in  the  street.     A  bruised  reed  shall  he  not  break,  a 

1  Matthew  xi.  27  (Luke  x.  22). 

9  Matthew  xix.  28  (Luke  xxii.  SO). 

<  Matthew  xix.  30,  xx.  23  (Mark  x.  BL  40). 

«  Mark  i.  40-u.  17;  Luke  v.  12-32. 
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smoking  flax-wick  shall  he  not  quench,  .  .  .  till  he  has  made 
righteoosness  to  triumph.  And  on  his  name  shall  the  heathen 
*  hope."  In  some  such  words  had  the  second  Isaiah,  five  cen- 
turies before  our  era,  described  the  servant  of  Yahweh,  who 
should  restore  Israel  and  be  the  light  of  the  nations ;  ^  and 
Matthew  cites  the  words  as  finding  their  fulfilment  in  Jeslis, 
especially  in  His  unassuming  manner  and  his  scrupulous  avoid- 
ance of  any  kind  of  ostentation.^  In  this  beautiful  and  faith- 
ful description  there  is  one  point  which  marks  with  wonderful 
delicacy  the  conduct  of  Jesus  to  the  sinners  among  his  people. 
The  bruised  reed  he  does  not  break:  when  he  meets  the 
wretched  and  downcast,  overpowered  by  his  sense  of  guilt 
and  helplessness,  he  does  not  take  away  his  last  hope  of  de- 
liverance by  stem  rebukes  and  severe  demands,  but  he  devotes 
his  whole  powers  to  the  task  of  raising  him  up  again,  sup- 
porting him  with  a  gentle  hand,  and  helping  him  to  regain  his 
moral  strength.  If  the  lamp-wick  still  smokes  he  quenches 
it  not :  when  he  meets  those  in  whom  a  spark  of  life  still 
glows,  though  the  contempt  of  all  the  virtuous  and  pious 
threatens  to  extinguish  it  for  ever,  he  does  not  give  them  over 
to  despair  and  ruin  b}*  his  haughty  bearing,  but  draws  them 
to  him  with  a  tenderness  and  gentle  pity  the  like  of  which  were 
never  seen ;  cherishes  tiie  living  spark,  and  kindles  it  into  a 
steady  flame. 

A  few  of  the  narratives  contained  in  our  Gospels  will 
suffice  to  show  the  simple  truth  of  this  account  of  Jesus; 
and  at  the  same  time  they  will  illustrate  the  manner  in  which 
he  first  took  up  his  task  as  the  herald  of  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

To  avoid  any  misunderstanding,  we  must  first  explain  ex- 
actly who  are  meant  by  *' sinners."  Nothing  is  more  com- 
mon than  to  say  that  all  men  are  sinners ;  but  neither  could 
any  thing  be  more  opposed  to  the  language  of  the  Gospels. 
In  them  the  word  must  always  be  understood  as  having  its 
full  and  original  meaning,  and  applying  onl}'  to  a  special 
set  of  men.  Paul  was  the  first  to  apply  it  to  all  mankind 
before  the  time  of  Christ,  and  to  all  who  had  not  believed  in 
him  afterw&rds.*  And  hence  arose  the  more  general  applica- 
tion of  the  term  with  which  we  are  familiar.  Here  we  may 
note  in  passing  the  very  remarkable  fact  that  Paul  has  exer- 
cised a  far  more  powerful  influence  upon  the  doctrines  and  be- 
liefe  of  Christians  than  Jesus  himself.     Jesus  never  dreamed 

I  I«ajah  xlii.  1-4.     See  voL  ii.  chap.  z.  j>.  417. 

<  Matthew  xH  17-91.  >  KomanB  iii.  9  ff.,  v.  8,  12  ff 
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of  putting  all  mankind  on  the  same  level;  and  he  eer- 
tainl}'  drew  the  distinction,  sanctioned  by  daily  experience, 
between  the  good  and  the  bad,  between  righteous  men  and 
sinners.^ 

The  word  "  sinners,"  when  used  in  the  Gospels,  refers  in 
the  first  instance  to  a  distinctly  defined  class  of  persons; 
those,  namely,  who  had  been  expelled  from  the  synagogue. 
We  know  that  every  s^^nagogue  had  its  ruler  and  its  elders. 
These  officers,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  had  certain  powers 
for  maintaining  church  discipline  and  pronouncing  legal  judg- 
ments. They  sometimes  inflicted  corporal  punishments,'^  and 
sometimes  excommunicated  those  who  had  been  guilty  of 
any  grievous  trespass  against  patriotism,  religion,  or  moral- 
it3\*  Those  against  whom  this  sentence  was  passed  were  not 
allowed  to  enter  the  synagogue,  and  it  is  to  them  in  the  first 
instance  that  the  word  "  sinner"  is  applied.  "  A  woman  who 
was  a  sinner  "  generall}-  means  a  prostitute. 

The  most  notorious  membera  of  the  class  were  the  "  pub 
licans,"  or  officials,  of  whatever  rank,  appointed  by  the  Ro 
man  knights  who  were  responsible  for  the  taxes.  Companies 
of  these  knights  held  contracts  with  the  Roman  government, 
generally  lasting  over  five  jears,  by  which  they  engaged  to 
pay  the  state  a  fixed  sum  on  account  of  the  import  and  ex- 
port duties  and  other  taxes  of  the  provinces,  which  imposts 
they  then  levied  on  theic  own  account,  often  stooping  to  the 
most  shameful  means  of  making  their  bargain  profitable.  Of 
course  all  their  subonlinates  and  accomplices  in  this  system 
of  knavery  and  extortion  caught  at  a  share  in  the  proceeds. 
These  officials,  then,  were  regarded  as  thieves  and  robbers ; 
and  not  only  so,  but  as  traitors  to  their  country,  who  took 
sides  with  the  Roman  oppressor  for  the  vilest  purposes  of 
selfishness  and  avarice.  And  inasmuch  as  it  appeared  to 
many  unlawful  to  pay  tribute  to  any  but  Israel's  true  and  only 
Lord,*  the  publicans  who  collected  the  Roman  tribute  were 
considered  impious  as  well  as  traitorous.  No  wonder,  then, 
that  they  were  despised  and  bated,  cast  out  of  the  8ynag<^ue 
and  denounced  as  infamous.  Their  evidence  against  other 
Jews  was  not  accepted  b}^  the  judge,  their  last  wiU  and  testa- 
ment was  void,  and  their  till  was  cursed  so  that  no  one  might 
change  money  at  it. 

1  Matthew  v.  46,  ix.  13 ;  Luke  vi.  82-84,  xv.  7. 

2  Matthew  x.  17,  xxiii.  34 ;  2  Corinthiaos  xi.  24. 
s  John  ix.  22,  xii.  42,  xvi.  2. 

*  Matthew  xxii.  15  ff.    See  p.  89. 
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Publicans  and  all  other  "sinners"  were  ranked  with  the 
heathen,^  were  excluded  from  civil  and  ecclesiastical  commu- 
nion with  the  Jews,  and  were  cut  off  from  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  chosen  people  of  the  LorJ  Even  the  richest 
of  them  were  shut  out  from  all  religious  and  respectable  cir- 
cles, and  were  shunned  as  "  unclean,"  —  a  fearful  word  at  the 
time  of  Jesus,  for  the  idea  of  (Levitical)  ''  cleanness"  com- 
pletely dominated  Jewish  society.  The  publicans,  on  their 
side,  avenged  themselves  by  ever  increasing  extortion,  con- 
soled themselves  with  each  other's  society,  and  too  often 
sought  relief  in  lives  of  abandoned  viciousness.^  Many  of 
them  sank  so  low  that  at  last  they  even  despised  themselves, 
and  seemed  in  all  ejes,  even  in  their  own,  to  be  lost  for  ever. 

Now  these  men  Jesus  drew  to  him.  Nay  more,  he  regarded 
it  as  his  special  mission  to  restore  his  lost  and  sinful  country- 
men. He  declared  expressly  and  repeatedly,  "  The  Son  of 
Man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save  the  lost ; "  '  his  mission  was 
in  the  first  place  directed  to  these  "  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of 
Israel."  *  But  we  must  observe  that  this  expression  does  not 
refer  exclusively  to  the  publicans  and  those  who  had  been 
sentenced  by  the  church.  It  includes  all  the  outcasts  from 
Jewish  society,  all  those  classes  known  in  the  Talmud  as  "  the 
peoples  of  the  land,"  who  from  ignorance  or  carelessness  had 
transgressed  the  laws  of  ceremonial  purit3%  whether  by  asso- 
ciating with  heathens  (who  were  very  numerous  in  Galilee) 
or  in  any  other  way.  These  people  had  sunk  below  the  aver- 
age cultivation  and  (legal)  piety,  had  perhaps  seldom  or  never 
seen  the  glories  of  the  temple,  and  had  certainly  never  been 
duly  instructed  in  the  Jewish  doctrines,  or,  if  they  had,  had 
never  understood  them.  There  were  among  them  some  who 
were  capable  of  better  things,  and  who  eagerly  longed  for 
salvation  ;  but  in  the  general  opinion  they  were  hardly,  if  at  all, 
distinguished  from  the  sinners.  They  were  all  alike  unclean, 
llie  teachers  of  the  Law  never  troubled  themselves  about 
them.  They  thought  it  beneath  their  dignity  to  descend  to 
such  a  level,  and  did  not  even  try  to  make  them  understand 
the  Law  and  Prophets.  Their  condemnation  was  sunmied 
up  in  the  words,  '^  This  people  that  knows  not  the  Law  is 
cursed!"* 

*  Compare  Matthew  v.  46,  47,  with  Luke  vi.  32-34.  See  also  Matthew 
Kviii.  17,  xxvi.  45 ;  Galatians  ii.  15. 

2  Matthew  xxi.  31,  32 ;  Luke  vii.  34,  xviii.  11,  xix  8.     See  p.  106. 

«  Matthew  xviu.  11 ;  Luke  xix.  10.  *  Matthew  x.  8,  xv.  24. 

'  John  vii.  49. 
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Such  were  the  men  to  whom  Jesus  more  especially  turned. 
Possibly  his  thoughts  had  been  directed  to  them  even  when 
he  was  still  in  his  father's  house ;  for  though  he  would  not 
often  come  across  them  in  Nazareth,  since  tiey  were  mostly 
to  be  found  in  the  larger  cities  where  the  life  and  activity  of 
Galilee  was  centred,  yet  his  sympathy  would  be  roused  bj'  the 
undisguised  aversion  with  which  he  heard  them  mentioned, 
and  his  heart  would  tell  him  that  this  deep  chasm,  yawning 
between  the  unclean  ones  on  the  one  hand  and  the  chosen 
heritage  of  the  Lord,  the  hallowed  Israel,  on  the  other  hand 
must  be  filled  up.  While  with  John,  he  had  been  struck  by 
the  eagerness  with  which  some  of  these  outcasts  received  the 
preaching  of  the  kingdom.^  And  when  he  himself  began  his 
work  he  felt  impelled  to  rescue  them,  in  the  firm  conviction 
that  by  so  doing  he  would  be  removing  one  of  the  greatest 
obstacles  to  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  * '  I  am  come, 
not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  the  sinners  to  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God."  Though  every  one  else  gave  them  up, 
though  the}'  despaired  even  of  themselves,  j^et  he  never  des- 
paired of  them.  He  would  raise  the  bruised  reed,  and  blow 
upon  the  smoking  flax-wick ! 

When  Jesus  was  at  Capernaum  his  favorite  walk  was  by  tlie 
shore  of  the  lake.  As  he  went  out  of  the  town  in  this  direc- 
tion he  had  to  pass  the  customs-house.*  And  thus  it  happened 
that  once,  when  he  was  returning  home  towards  dinner-time, 
he  saw  one  of  the  tax-gatherers  sitting  in  front  of  the  build- 
ing, and  said  to  him,  "Come  home  with  me!"  The  man 
whom  he  addressed  was  called  Levi,  son  of  Alphaeus,  and  he 
rose  at  once  and  followed  him  to  his  house.  Jesus  had  prob- 
ably noticed  before  how  eagerly  this  man  had  listened  to  his 
addresses  and  parables,  though  alwa3's  staying  at  a  respectful 
distance ;  and  with  his  fine  knowledge  of  human  nature  he 
now  read  in  the  publican's  eye  the  wish  that  he  dared  not 
utter,  the  wish  that  this  invitation  anticipated  and  satisfied. 
But  now  the  ice  was  broken ;  and  when  Levi  lay  at  table  with 
Jesus,  some  of  his  fellow  tax-gatherers  and  otlier  sinners  came 
to  seek  the  Master's  society.  Their  courage  and  their  trust 
were  rewarded.  Jesus  applied  the  laws  of  Eastern  hospitality 
to  them  too,  and  received  them  at  his  table.  This  was  a  de- 
cisive step  that  could  not  fail  to  excite  both  surprise  and  in- 
dignation. Some  of  the  Pharisaic  Scribes,  too,  had  observed 
him;  and,  seeing  what  had  happened,  they  expressed  their 

1  See  pp.  107,  113,  114.  >  See  p.  125. 
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hoiTor  to  uis  disciples :  ^'  Why,  he  is  eating  with  sinners  and 
pablicans ! "  But  Jesus  heard  them  and  replied :  ^'  It  is  not 
the  healthy  but  the  sick  that  need  the  physician.  I  am  not 
come  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners." 

We  may  note  in  passing  that  the  first  Evangelist  misun- 
derstands the  words  addressed  by  Jesus  to  the  publican,  and 
supposes  them  to  be  a  call  to  the  apostolic  office.  He  there- 
fore substitutes  the  name  of  Matthew  for  that  of  Levi,  and 
accordingly'  describes  Matthew  as  "  the  publican"  when  enu- 
merating the  Apostles.^  It  is  in  reality  very  unlikely  that 
Levi  and  Matthew  are  the  same  man,  or  that  one  of  the 
Twelve  was  a  tax-gatherer.  Luke  makes  another  mistake, 
and  represents  the  meal  as  taking  place  at  the  house  of  Levi 
instead  of  that  of  Jesus.  It  is  of  far  more  consequence, 
however,  that  we  should  note  the  style  of  intercourse  with 
these  people  which  Jesus  cultivated.  He  invited  them  to 
come  to  him,  for  they  were  so  much  accustomed  to  be  con- 
temptuously repelled  by  every  one  that  the}'  would  never 
have  dared  of  their  own  accord  to  approach  one  who  pro- 
claimed himself  a  prophet.  Unless  he  had  been  the  fiist  to 
stretch  out  his  hand,  no  relations  between  himself  and  such 
l>eople  as  these  could  ever  have  been  established.  Hardly 
had  he  made  the  first  step,  however,  before  numbers  of  them 
pressed  to  him.  The  most  extraordinary  thing  of  all  was 
that  he  ate  with  them.  This  was  trampling  at  once  upon  the 
customs  of  religion  and  the  rules  of  decency ;  for  to  join  any 
one  at  table  was  a  kind  of  formal  avowal  of  friendship,  and 
established  a  permanent  connection  between  the  parties.* 
Such  an  action,  therefore,  would  by  its  very  nature  be  re- 
peated, and  the  fair  fame  of  Jesus  himself  soon  began  to 
suflTer  in  some  quarters  from  his  constant  intercourse  with 
such  a  class  of  men.'  And  we  must  remember  that,  in  thus 
associating  with  the  unclean,  he  not  only  broke  with  all 
national,  social,  and  religious  prejudices,  but  must  have  en- 
coantered  much  in  the  language,  the  manners,  and  the  per- 
sons of  these  sinners  that  shocked  his  refined  perceptions. 
It  must  have  required  a  great  effort  from  him,  as  from  others, 
not  to  transfer  to  the  trespasser  the  great  loathing  which  he 
felt  for  the  trespass,  and  never  to  lose  sight  even  in  the  sin- 
ner of  the  brother  man  whom  he  could  respect  and  love. 
Why  did  he  make  the  effort,  then  ?  Why  did  he  seek  the 
society  of  these  men  and  treat  them  as  his  friends  ?    Simply 

1  Matthew  x.  3.  ^  Compare  1  Corinthians  v.  11;  Galatians  ii.  12. 

•  Luke  vii.  34,  xr.  1,  2. 
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because  his  heart  impeUed  him  to  it.  He  felt  that  his  first 
step  must  be  to  raise  them  up  by  quickening  their  sense  of 
their  own  worth,  and  restoring  them  to  self-respect.  And 
he  could  only  do  this  by  showing  them  that  he  at  least  did 
nit  think  them  too  bad,  too  hopeless,  to  be  associated  with 
as  friends.  Not  that  he  had  deliberately  aigued  out  this  line 
of  conduct,  but  his  fine  perception  led  him  to  it  instinctively. 
Indeed,  to  gain  an^^  influence  over  such  outcasts  he  must 
treat  them  with  still  more  frank  and  cordial  friendship  than 
he  displayed  to  others.  If  he  had  only  shown  them  a  lofty 
condescension  he  could  not  possibl}'  have  healed  them. 

And  he  had  to  heal  them.  He  regarded  and  treated  them 
as  sick  men.  It  was  a  characteristic  saving  of  his,  in  which 
he  defended  his  strange  conduct,  and  openly  declaimed  that  it 
was  no  accident  that  found  him  in  such  company ;  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  shun  it  in  future,  but  that  he  bore  a  special 
commission  to  call  the  sinners  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
had  not  come  for  the  sake  of  the  healthy  or  righteous.  We 
must  not  press  the  sa3ing  too  hard,  and  ask  whether  there  is, 
or  ever  was,  a  man  who  could  really  be  called  altogether 
sound  or  righteous  ;  for  in  comparison  with  these  sinners  the 
portion  of  the  people  that  was  strictly  faithful  to  the  Lord 
and  to  his  Law  and  temple  might  fairly  be  called  devout  and 
virtuous,  and  so  not  sick.^ 

This  metaphor  of  the  physician  and  his  patients,  which 
Jesus  applied  to  himself  and  the  sinners,  gave  rise  to  many 
emblematic  representations.  Indeed,  it  readily  lent  itself  to 
every  kind  of  elaboration ;  and  we  find  a  typical  counterpart 
to  the  very  stor}'  in  which  it  is  imbedded  just  before  it. 
Here  '*the  rescue  of  the  publican"  is  simply  altered  into 
"  the  healing  of  the  leper."  But  it  may  be  said  once  for  all 
that  these  symbolical  sketches  do  not  refer  to  special  definite 
occurrences.  From  the  nature  of  the  case  they  are  generally 
types  or  specimens.  And,  indeed,  many  of  the  ordinary 
narratives  of  the  Gospels  —  that  of  the  invitation  to  Levi 
among  them  —  must  themselves  be  taken  as  mere  specimens 
of  the  line  of  conduct  or  the  experiences  of  Jesus. 

But  to  return  to  the  emblematic  story  of  the  leper.  Once, 
we  are  told,  a  leper  came  to  Jesus,  bowed  down  in  reverence 
to  the  earth,  and  cried,  *'Lord!  if  thou  wilt,  thou  canst 
make  me  clean."  Jesus  was  deeply  moved,  stretched  out 
his  hand  and  touched  him,  sa3'ing,  ^'I  will.  Be  clean!' 
And  immediately  the  hideous  disease  left  him,  and  he  was 
1  Compare,  for  example,  Matthew  xix.  17  b-20. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JESUS   THE   FRIEND   OF   SINNERS.  2^3 

dean.  Upon  this  Jesus  dismissed  him,  saying,  '^Tell  it  to 
no  one,  bu  go  to  Jerusalem,  show  jourself  to  the  officiating 
priest,  and  make  the  sacrifice  ordained  in  the  Law."  ^ 

How  are  we  to  interpret  these  last  words?  Do  they  mean 
that  Jesus  forbade  the  publican  to  parade  the  fact  of  his 
conversion,  and  told  him  if  possible  to  restore,  according  to 
the  Law,*  any  thing  he  had  exacted  by  deceit  or  extortion  ? 
Or  did  ihe  Evangelists  add  the  words  because  the}'  accepted 
the  story  literally?  However  this  may  be,  tliey  certainly  did 
understand  the*  story  literally,  and  consequently  fell  into 
exaggerations  such  as  that  the  man  was  "  full  of  leprosy" 
(Luke);  or  contradictions  such  as  that  *'gi-eat  multitudes 
followed  him,  .  .  .  and  Jesus  said,  *Tell  it  to  no  one'" 
(Matthew)  ;  or  pointless  glosses  such  as  that  "  the  man  pro- 
claimed it  everywhere,  so  that  all  men  came  to  Jesus,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  withdraw  into  a  desert  place  "  (Matthew 
and  Luke).  But  the  broad  lines  of  the  original  symbolic 
sketch  may  still  be  traced.  In  the  first  place,  the  special 
disease  is  carefully  chosen.  The  sinners  were  as  unclean, 
were  as  anxiously  avoided,  were  considered  as  incurable  as 
the  lepers  themselves.  And  again,  the  longing  to  be  cleansed  ' 
and  a  reverential  trust  in  Jesus  were  indispensable  to  the  sal- 
vation of  these  outcasts.  And  yet  again, — most  striking 
and  important  of  all, — Jesus  touches  the  leper.  Such  an 
unheard  of,  almost  incredible,  act  is  a  noble  symbol  of  the 
actual  facts,  a  beautiful  indication  of  that  fine  perception  and 
delicate  sympathy  which  made  Jesus  the  friend  of  sinners, 
which  made  him  seek  rather  than  shun  the  friendly  relations 
of  familiar  intercourse  with  them.  So  onty  can  t^e  lost  be 
saved! 

We  will  take  another  illustration  of  the  friendship  shown 
by  Jesus  to  sinners.  And  here,  again,  we  find  two  pictures, 
—  one  conveyed  in  the  ordinary,  and  the  other  in  the  emble- 
matic style  of  narrative.  This  time  we  shall  let  the  copy 
precede  the  original. 

Jesus  had  just  returned  to  Capernaum  after  a  short  absence ; 
and  no  sooner  was  it  known  that  he  was  there  than  all  the 
city  went  out  to  hear  him,  till  the  very  door  of  his  house  was 
thronged  all  n>und.  Then  there  came  four  men  carrying  a 
mattress,  upon  which  lay  a  man  struck  with  paralysis.     He 

1  Leviticus  xiii.,  xiv. 

3  Compare  Luke  xix.  8  with  Exodus  xxii.  1,  4;  Numbers  v.  6,  7. 

*  Compare  John  v.  6. 
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wanted  to  come  to  Jesus  and  be  healed,  but  it  was  impossible 
t*»  get  near  him.  What  was  to  be  done?  They  were  deter- 
mined not  to  go  back  disappointed  ;  so  they  hoisted  the  bed 
with  the  sick  man  in  it  to  the  roof,  broke  up  the  tiles,  and 
carefully  lowered  the  suflferer  at  the  very  feet  of  Jesus.  The 
Master  was  struck  by  such  an  earnest  desire  for  help  and 
such  great  confidence  in  his  power,  in  a  word  b}*  such  faith, 
and  said  to  the  man,  * '  My  son,  be  of  good  cheer !  Your  sins 
are  forgiven."  Now  there  happened  at  the  moment  to  be 
certain  Scribes  sitting  by  Jesus  and  conversing  with  him 
about  the  kingdom  of  God ;  his  words  shocked  them  gi-eatly, 
and  they  thought  "  What  blasphemy !  Who  can  forgive  sins 
except  God  alone  ?  "  But  Jesus  saw  what  they  felt,  and  said, 
"  Why  do  3'ou  think  evil  in  your  hearts?  Is  it  easier  to  say, 
'  Your  sins  are  forgiven,'  or  '  Stand  up  and  walk '  ?  That 
you  may  know  then  that  the  Son  of  Man  has  power  upon  earth 
to  forgive  sins  "  —  here  he  turned  suddenly  to  the  sick  man  — 
"Stand  up,  take  up  ^our  bed  and  return  to  jour  home!" 
And,  behold !  the  man  stood  up,  and  went  home  in  the  sight 
of  them  all ;  and  they  were  all  amazed  and  praised  (Sod, 
saving,  "  We  have  never  seen  the  like." 

We  have  given  this  story  in  its  fullest  form,  as  it  appears 
m  Mark  and  Luke.  The  s3'mbolical  interpretation  is  de- 
manded by  the  existence  of  a  coiTesponding  narrative  in  the 
fourth  Gospel,'  by  details  in  the  picture  which  do  not  admit 
of  a  literal  interpretation,  and,  above  all,  by  the  fact  that  if 
interpreted  hte rally  it  exhibits  an  inexplicable  confusion  of 
spiritual  and  material  elements.  What  would  be  the  sense 
of  trying  to  cheer  the  sick  man  by  promising  that,  on  the 
strenjgth  of  his  great  desire  to  be  cured  of  paralysis,  his  sins 
should  be  forgiven?  Again,  the  question  addressed  to  the 
Scribes  appears  to  compare  two  things  together  which  are  ab- 
solutely incapable  of  comparison,  inasmuch  as  they  have  noth- 
ing whatever  to  do  with  each  other ;  namely,  peace  with  God^ 
and  the  ttse  of  one's  limbs.  Nor  did  it  by  any  means  follow 
that  one  who  could  restore  a  sick  man  to  health  had  an  unde- 
niable right  to  assure  him  that  his  sins  were  forgiven,  for  a 
miracle  might  be  equally  well  ascribed  to  divine  or  diabolic 
agencies ;  ^  and  the  question,  "  Is  it  easier  to  restore  peace  to 
a  man's  soul  or  health  to  his  body  ?  "  admits  of  a  very  differ- 
ent answer  from  that  which  the  context  indicates  as  the  only 
possible  one.     On  the  other  hand,  every  thing  fits  into  its 

I  John  V.  1-15. 

s  Mfttthew  adi.  24,  xxiv.  24;  Deuteronomy  xiii.  1,  2. 
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place,  and  the  whole  narrative  flows  smoothly,  If  wo  bear  in 
mind  that  the  disease  really  meant  is  moral  paralysis,  the  in- 
capacity for  good  which  evil  habits  have  produced.  The  per- 
ception of  the  sufferer's  passionate  longing  to  be  restored 
enabled  Jesus  to  assure  him  that  the  sinful  past  was  washed 
away ;  the  devout  bystanders  were  indignant  at  the  restora- 
tion to  honor  of  such  a  notorious  sinner,  and  the  story  teaches 
the  great  truths  that  moral  renovation  is  impossible  unless 
preceded  by  forgiveness,  and  that  he  who  has  the  power  to 
bring  a  sinner  back  and  make  him  tread  the  path  of  God's 
commandments  has,  indeed,  the  right  to  tell  him  that  his  sins 
have  been  forgiven.  If  this  is  what  the  story  represents,  the 
bystanders  had  good  cause  indeed  to  "glorify  God."  The 
narrative,  then,  might  have  been  headed,  ''Moral  Paralysis 
Cured  by  Jesus ! "  and  the  emphasis  falls  not  only  upon  the 
connection  between  forgiveness  and  restoration,  but  still 
more  upon  the  difficulties  which  the  sinner  braved  to  come 
to  Jesus,  upon  the  faith  to  which  his  conduct  testified,  upon 
the  indignation  raised  in  the  minds  of  the  religious  teachers 
by  what  Jesus  did,  and  upon  hid  own  defence  of  it. 

We  will  now  give  the  original  of  which  this  is  a  copy,  and 
it  will  hardl}'  be  necessary  to  point  out  the  similaritj^  of  the 
two.     It  runs  as  follows  :  — 

A  pious  man  of  the  school  of  the  Pharisees,  whose  name 
was  Simon,  had  asked  Jesus  to  dine  with  him.  When  he 
came  at  the  usual  hour  he  was  received  without  much  distinc- 
tion, and  took  his  place  among  the  other  guests,  who  were  of 
the  same  school  as  the  host  himself.  But  the  meal  had  hardly 
begun  before  it  was  interrupted.  The  door  was  left  open  in 
accordance  with  the  usages  of  Eastern  hospitality ;  for  some 
one  might  come  in,  as  often  happened,  in  the  course  of  the 
meal,  perhaps  to  listen  to  the  conversation.  Now,  through 
this  open  door  there  came  a  woman,  which  was  strange  enough 
in  itself,  for  none  but  men  were  present.  Simon  looked  at 
her  with  amazement.  What!  Could  he  believe  his  eyes? 
Was  it  that  miserable  and  abandoned  creature  ?  Dare  she  pol- 
lute his  threshold?  Yes,  it  was  she,  —  "a  woman  who  was 
a  sinner."  How  came  she  there?  She  had  heard  Jesus,  and 
a  change  had  taken  place  in  her  heart.  His  presence  and  his 
preaching  had  completely  overpowered  her.  She  had  hap- 
pened to  hear  where  he  was  being  entertained,  and  she  must 
and  would  follow  him  and  do  him  homage.  She  left  her  house 
with  an  alabaster  flask  of  ointment  in  her  hand,  and  at  the 
risk  of  being  driven  from  the  door  like  a  dog  by  the  master 
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of  the  houBe,  she  went  ia  quest  of  Jesus.  She  approached 
the  place  where  he  lay,  leaning  on  his  left  arm,  after  the  cus- 
tom of  the  t^me,  with  his  face  to  the  table,  his  bod}'  resting 
on  a  cushion,  and  his  naked  feet  stretched  backwards.  There 
she  bowed  down  her  head  and  burst  into  tears  as  she  kissed 
his  feet  in  sign  of  deepest  reverence,  and  bathed  them  in  a  flood 
of  tears.  Presently  she  recovered  heraelf,  and  dried  the  feet, 
which  she  never  ceased  to  kiss,  with  the  luxuriant  hair  that 
hung  loosely  down  her  shoulders  ;  and,  remembering  the  pur- 
pose for  which  she  came,  poured  over  them  the  precious 
contents  of  the  flask  she  had  brought  with  her. 

Meanwhile,  the  host  could  hardly  contain  his  horror  and 
contempt.  Amazement  and  indignation  had  at  first  deprived 
him  of  utterance,  and  then  he  had  kept  quiet  to  see  what 
would  happen  and  what  Jesus  would  do.  He  had  seen 
enough  now !  "  What !  "  thought  he,  "  will  he  let  fi^r  kiss 
his  feet,  dry  them,  and  anoint  them?  How  loathsome  is  the 
thought !  Let  who  will  hold  him  for  propliet,  I  know  he  is 
none.  Foi  were  he  a  prophet  he  would  know  who  and  what 
that  creature  is,  and  before  he  let  her  pollute  him  with  her 
touch  he  would  shake  her  ofl*,  and  hurl  the  curse  of  the  Lord 
upon  her !  "  Did  Jesus  see  the  contemptuous  curl  of  Simon's 
lip  ?  Did  he  read  in  his  face  the  sense  of  loathing  that  filled 
him  ?  At  any  rate  he  broke  the  painful  silence  with  the  words : 
"  Simon !  I  should  like  to  ask  3'ou  something."  *'  Speak  on. 
Rabbi ! "  answered  Simon  coldly.  ''  A  ceitain  money-lender," 
continued  Jesus,  "  had  two  debtors,  one  of  whom  owed  him 
five  hundred  denarii  (sa}-  £20) ,  and  the  other  fifty  (£2) .  But 
when  the  debts  fell  due,  and  neither  of  the  debtors  could  paj', 
he  generously  forgave  them  both.  Which  of  the  two  do  you 
suppose  would  love  his  benefactor  most  ?  "  ' '  A  childish  ques- 
tion," Simon  may  have  thought ;  but  all  he  said  was, '"  I  sup- 
pose the  man  to  whom  he  had  remitted  most."  ''  Yes,"  said 
Jesus.  Then  he  turned  his  head,  and  stretched  out  his  hand 
towards  the  woman,  whom  he  had  left  so  far  as  though  he  had 
not  noticed  what  she  was  doing,  for  he  felt  that  this  was  the 
truest  kindness  to  her.  '"  Simon,"  he  cried,  *'  do  30U  see  this 
woman  ?  You  think  her  still  bowed  down  by  the  great  guilt 
of  many  unpardonable  sins.  But  consider.  I  came  into  your 
house.  Y^'ou  did  not  so  much  as  ofi*er  me  water  to  wash  my 
feet  when  I  had  put  ofl*  my  sandals,  but  this  woman  has  wet 
my  feet  with  her  tears,  and  dried  them  with  her  hair.  Tou 
gave  me  no  kiss,  but  since  she  came  in  she  has  never  ceased  to 
kiss  my  feet.     You  did  not  anoint  my  head  with  oil,  but  she 
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aas  anoiiited  my  feet  with  ointment.  Has  she  not  shown  the 
fervor  of  her  love?  I  tell  you,  then,  her  many  sins  are  for- 
given her.  Her  own  conduct  proves  it.  But,"  he  continued 
in  a  quiet  tone,  wishing  to  give  his  host  to  understand  what 
heavy  witness  his  haughty  conduct  bore  against  him,  "  he  to 
whom  little  is  foi^ven  shows  but  httle  love."  Meanwhile,  the 
woman  knew  not  whether  she  was  dreaming  or  waking,  and 
could  scarce  beheve  that  he  was  really  speaking  about  her. 
But  now  he  turned  to  her  and  said,  "Your  sins  are  for- 
given ! "  A  scarcel}'  audible  murmur  ran  through  the  place, 
for  the  guests  had  been  deeply  shocked  ahcady  b}-  the  fact 
of  Jesus  allowing  the  woman  to  touch  him,  and  still  more  by 
his  daring  to  make  a  kind  of  comparison  between  such  a  crea- 
ture and  a  man  of  approved  piety  and  virtue  like  their  host; 
but  now  they  exchanged  indignant  glances,  and  their  looks 
betrayed  the  thought :  "  What  does  he  suppose  he  is?  What 
right  has  he  to  forgive  her  sins?"  But  Jesus,  taking  no 
notice  of  the  protest  they  implied,  said  to  the  woman,  ''Your 
faith  has  saved  you  ;  go  in  peace  ! "  and  so,  with  a  look  of 
encouragement  and  sympathy,  he  sent  her  on  her  way. 

The  tradition  of  the  Church  has,  without  any  reason,  iden- 
tified this  woman,  of  whom  we  know  nothing  more,  with  Mar}' 
of  Magdala,  who  has  thus  become  the  express  image  or  type 
of  penitence.  It  is  a  matter  of  more  importance  to  decide 
how  far  we  may  rely  upon  the  truth  of  this  story,  which  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  all  the  Gospels.  It  bears  upon 
its  face  unmistakable  signs  of  truth,  not  only  in  its  indica- 
tions of  the  characters  and  actions  of  all  concerned,  but  still 
more  in  the  depth  and  refinement  of  the  spiritual  truth  con- 
tained in  the  words  of  Jesus  on  the  connection  between  for- 
giveness and  love.*  Yet  we  cannot  doubt  that  certain  unes- 
sential details,  such  as  the  alabaster  flask  of  ointment  and 
the  name  of  the  host,  have  slipped  in  from  some  other  source ; 
for  we  read  elsewhere  of  a  certain  woman,  otherwise  unknown 
to  OS,  anointing  Jesus  in  the  house  of  a  man  named  Simon ;  ^ 
and  it  is  evident  from  the  context  that  at  that  time  no  such 
mark  of  honor  had  ever  been  paid  to  him  before.  It  is  clear, 
therefore,  that  the  account  of  the  event  just  given  was  affected 
by  this  later  incident,  and  that  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  saj* 
exactly  what  took  place  in  fact.  It  is  inevitable  that  oral 
tradition  should  sometimes  run  stones  into  one  another.  But 
this  does  not  at  all  affect  the  only  point  of  real  importance. 

I  Luke  vii.  41,  42,  47,  48. 

^  Matthew  xxvi.  6-13  (Mark  xiv.  <i-9);  compare  John  xii  1-8. 
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Whatever  did  or  did  not  happen  on  this  occasion  the  essen- 
tial truth  of  the  picture  cannot  be  doubted.  It  reproduces 
with  stnking  fidelit}'  the  attitude  which  Jesus  took  towards 
sinners. 

As  we  go  along  we  shall  meet  from  time  to  time  with  fur- 
ther iUustrations  of  this  subject.  Thus,  in  discussing  the 
relations  of  Jesus  to  the  Phansees,  we  shall  see  that  the  lat 
ter  accused  him  of  too  great  freedom  in  his  intercourae  with 
sinners ;  on  his  journey  to  Jerusalem  we  shall  find  him 
described  both  emblematically  and  literally  as  the  friend  of 
publicans ;  and  finall}- ,  during  his  stay  in  Jerusalem,  the 
storj'  of  an  adulteress  who  was  brought  before  him  will  claim 
our  attention. 

At  present  we  will  only  give  a  few  more  examples  of  the 
way  in  which  tradition  worked  out  the  metaphor  by  which 
Jesus  compared  himself  to  a  physician  of  the  sick.  The  first 
of  these  examples  is  given  in  all  three  Gospels.  We  shall 
put  the  later  additions  between  brackets,  to  mark  them  oflT 
from  the  older  and  simpler  form  of  the  story  :  — 

A  certain  woman  who  had  suffered  for  twelve  yeara  from  a 
disease  that  made  her  unclean  according  to  the  Law  [and 
had  never  been  able  to  obtain  relief,  though  she  had  spent 
her  substance  in  the  attempt] ,  came  behind  Jesus  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a  crowd,  and  seized  hold  of  the  fringe  of  his  garment ; 
*'  for,"  said  she  to  herself,  ''  if  onl}'  I  can  touch  his  garment, 
I  shall  be  saved."  [Now  a  healing  power  did  indeed  go  out 
from  Jesus  to  the  woman,  but  not  without  his  perceiving  it.] 
Then  Jesus  turned  round  and  [asked  who  had  touched  him. 
His  disciples,  who  only  noticed  the  multitude  that  pressed 
upon  him,  and  not  the  poor  woman  who  had  come  to  him 
for  help,  attempted  in  vain  to  persuade  him  that  it  was  an 
idle  question.  At  last  the  woman  herself  came  forward 
trembling,  threw  herself  upon  the  ground  before  him,  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  people  declared  what  she  had  done. 
Then  Jesus]  cheered  her  with  the  words,  '*  Daughter,  your 
faith  has  saved  you,  go  in  peace ! "  ^ 

The  following  stories  are  each  of  them  found  in  one  Gos- 
pel only :  — 

Two  blind  men  once  followed  Jesus  in  the  street  and 
cried,  *'  Son  of  David,  have  pity  on  us  I "  He  went  into  his 
house,  and  they  followed  him.  At  last  he  turned  round  to 
them  and  said  earnestlj-,  "  Do  you  really  believe  that  I  can 

1  Matthew  iz.  20-22  (Mark  v.  25-34;  Luke  vui.  43-48). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JESUS  THE   FRIEND   OF   SINNERS.  20U 

help  yon?"  "Yes,  Lord!"  they  answered,  unhesitatingly. 
Then  he  laid  his  hand  upon  their  eyes,  and  said,  "  Let  it  be 
to  you  according  to  3-our  faith  ; "  and  immediately  their  sight 
was  restored.  He  strictly  forbade  them  to  tell  it  to  any  one, 
but  in  Tain.^ 

Another  time,  when  he  was  on  a  journey,  they  brought 
him  a  deaf  man  who  had  also  a  great  impediment  in  his 
speech^  and  besought  him  to  lay  his  hands  on  liim  and  cure 
him.  He  took  the  unfortunate  man  aside,  put  a  finger  in 
each  of  his  ears,  made  spittle,  and  moistened  his  tongue  with 
it.  Then  he  looked  up,  heaved  a  deep  sigh,  and  said  in  a 
commanding  voice,  "Ephphatha!"  that  is,  ''Be  opened!" 
And  thereupon  his  ears  were  opened,  and  the  impediment  in 
his  speech  was  gone,  so  that  he  could  hear  and  speak  as  well 
as  others.  Again  Jesus  forbade  the  man  himself  and  those 
who  had  brought  him  to  publish  the  event  abroad,  but  they 
did  it  all  the  more,  and  every  one  cried  out  in  amazement, 
''Truly,  this  Jesus  fulfils  his  calling  according  to  the  Scrip- 
ture, for  he  makes  the  deaf  to  hear  and  the  dumb  to  speak  !  "  * 

Yet  again :  A  blind  man  was  brought  to  Jesus  at  Beth- 
saida,  in  the  North,  with  the  humble  petition  that  he  would 
touch  him.  He  took  the  blind  man  from  his  guide  and  led 
him  outside  the  village.  Then  he  made  him  stand  still,  spit 
on  his  e^'es,  put  his  hand  over  them,  and  when  he  had  re- 
moved it  asked  him,  ''  Do  jou  see  any  thing?"  The  blind 
man  stared  and  answered,  "  I  can  see  people  ;  but  confusedly, 
like  trees  walking."  Jesus  put  his  hand  upon  his  e3'es  again, 
and  when  he  removed  it  his  sight  was  completely  restored, 
both  for  near  and  distant  objects.  So  the  man  was  able  to 
go  home  alone,  but  Jesus  told  him  not  to  go  through  Beth 
saida.* 

The  Evangelists  have  taken  all  these  stories  literally,  and 
have  therefore  added  many  details,  especially  in  the  last  two, 
which  are  beside  the  real  purpose  of  the  narratives.  But  the 
essential  feature  common  to  them  all  is  that  Jesus  touches 
the  sufiTerers,  or  lays  his  hand  upon  them ;  and  this  means 
that  he  rescued  them  by  frankly  entering  into  friendly  inter- 
course with  them.  For  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  these 
stories,  as  well  as  the  more  general  accounts  of  how  Jesus 
restored  the  use  of  lost  powers  or  withered  limbs  to  the  crip- 
pled, the  blind,  the  dumb,  and  the  maimed,^  were  originally 
symbolical  rather  than  literal  in  their  meaning.  They  represent 

1  MatUiew  ix.  27-31.  a  Mark  vii.  31-87. 

<  Mark  viii.  32-26.  «  Matthew  xv.  29-31. 
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Jesus  —  the  friend  of  sinners,  the  redeemer  of  the  "  peoples 
of  the  land  "  —  as  restoring  to  the  spiritually  blind  the  percep- 
tion of  the  way  of  trath  and  the  path  of  salvation  ;  giving  the 
morally  crippled  power  to  walk  after  God's  commandments ; 
teaching  the  deaf  to  hear  his  voice,  his  word  of  love,  the 
dumb  to  speak  his  praise ;  making  the  lepers  clean,  and  re- 
storing the  dead  to  life,  —  and  so  fulfilling  the  scriptural  anti- 
cipations of  the  blessings  of  the  Messianic  age,^  in  which  he 
himself  saw  his  mission  indicated." 

When  Jesus  speaks  of  sinners  as  *'  the  sick,"  he  describes 
by  implication  his  whole  method  of  deaUng  with  them.  He 
never  denounces  them,  or  threatens  them  with  the  wrath  of 
God,  or  utters  the  stern  sentence  of  a  judge  against  them. 
It  is  pit}'  that  inspires  him.  And  again,  it  is  not  the  lofty 
pity  that  looks  down  upon  the  sufferers  from  on  high,  but  the 
pity  that  is  linked  to  unbounded  reverence  for  the  man  never 
lost  in  the  sinner  ;  the  pit}^  that  goes  out  to  moot  the  sufferers 
with  tenderest  sympathy,  and  gives  itself  up  to  them  without 
reserve.  Jesus  had  found  the  key  to  the  sinner's  heart  by 
that  love  of  man  which  was  one  with  belief  in  the  worth  of 
man.  From  this  point  of  view,  perhaps  the  story  of  the 
repentant  "woman  who  was  a  sinner"  is  the  most  striking 
of  all.  Jesus  did  not  say  to  her,  "Sin  no  more!*'  for  to 
continue  in  her  evil  ways  would  tie  impossible  to  her,  and 
such  an  exhortation  would  have  implied  a  cruel  doubt,  which 
Jesus  would  not  injure  her  by  entertaining.  What  he  says 
about  her  is  so  clear  and  so  profound  that  it  not  only  gives 
us  fresh  insight  into  the  workings  of  the  human  soul,  but 
helps  us  to  perceive  how  we  ourselves  stand  with  regard  to 
our  own  past  and  God.  Love  is  the  onlj-  and  the  certain 
proof  that  our  sins  are  forgiven. 

Jesus  himself  expressed  his  faith  in  the  worth  of  man 
and  the  love  of  God  in  a  simple  image,  with  which  we  may 
close  our  sketch  of  the  sinner's  friend  :  — 

If  a  woman  has  ten  drachmas  and  misses  one  as  she  is 
counting  them  over,  does  she  not  light  her  lamp  and  sweep 
the  dust  out  of  the  cracks  and  corners,  and  move  about  the 
furniture  and  look  under  the  settle,  and  go  on  searching  care- 
fully and  unweariedly  until  she  finds  it?  And  when  she  finds 
the  coin,  does  she  not  run  out  and  call  her  friends  and  neigh- 
bors, and  say,  "  Wish  me  joy  !  for  I  had  lost  a  drachma,  but 
now  I  have  found  it  again  !  "  And  so,  I  tell  you,  there  is  joy 
among  God's  angels  when  a  sinner  repents. 

1  Is&iah  XXXV.  5,  6 ;  compare  xziz.  18.  19,  xlii.  7,  Ixi.  1. 
*  Matthew  xi.  5;  compare  Luke  iv.  18-21. 
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Chapter  XVI, 

JESUS  AND  THE  RELIGION  OF   HIS  PEOPLE. 

Mark  H.  IS-HL  6.i 

ONP]  of  the  most  important  and  interesting  questions  we 
can  a8k  about  Jesus  refers  to  the  attitude  he  took  to- 
wards the  religion  of  Israel ;  and  we  must  therefore  try  to  form 
a  true  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  he  accepted  the  existing 
system,  and  the  point  at  which  his  principles  compelled  him 
to  depart  from  it,  and  so  pix)duced  a  religious  revolution. 
The  importance  and  the  difficulty  of  the  question  will  be  read- 
ily understood  when  we  reflect  that  it  is,  as  it  were,  the  focus 
of  three  apparent  contradictions,  which  will  force  themselves 
upon  us  in  succession  as  we  continue  our  treatment  of  the 
narratives  of  the  New  Testament.  Firstly :  Jesus  was  put  to 
death  as  a  heretic ;  but  his  faithful  disciples  and  friends  were 
afterwards  left  undisturbed  as  orthodox  Jews.  Secondly: 
Our  Gospels  record  sayings  and  actions  of  Jesus  which  are  in 
conflict  with  the  Law ;  but  Paul,  whose  hands  it  would  have 
strengthened  infinitely  to  have  been  able  to  quote  them,  ap- 
pears to  know  nothing  of  them.  Lastly  and  chiefly :  Nothing 
was  further  from  the  thoughts  of  Jesus,  from  first  to  last,  than 
the  foundation  of  a  new  religion  ;  which,  nevertheless,  turned 
out  to  be  a  prominent  result  of  his  life  and  work.  It  is  obvi- 
ous that  all  this  must  be  largely  explained  b}'  the  peculiar 
attitude  he  assumed  towards  tlie  religion  of  his  people. 

The  passages  which  bear  upon  this  subject  are  very  numer- 
ous, but  at  present  we  shall  only  deal  with  such  as  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  throw  sufficient  light  upon  the  question  we 
have  asked,  and  such  as  will  not  demand  special  treatment  in 
any  other  connection.  Presently,  when  the  threatening  clouds 
begin  to  gather,  when  Jesus  is  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem,  when 
the  final  conflict  deepens  in  the  cit}'  itself,  we  shall  constantl}' 
meet  with  examples  to  confirm  our  present  conclusion. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  we  must  remember  that  the  relig- 
ious education  that  Jesus  received  in  his  father's  house  and  in 
the  synagogue  must  have  disposed  him  reverently  to  observe 
the  precepts  of  the  Law,  as  well  as  the  tradition  which  was 

1  Matthew  ix.  14-17,  xii.  1-14;  Luke  v.  33-vi.  11. 
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regarded  of  equal  authorit}',  so  long  as  they  were  not  offen- 
sive or  injurious  to  his  moral  sense.  We  must  observe,  also, 
that  his  own  teaching  was  entirely  free  from  doctrinal  tenden- 
cies. If  we  put  these  two  facts  together,  we  shall  conclude 
that  the  first  collision  between  Jesus  and  the  popular  religion 
would  be  in  no  way  of  his  own  seeking,  but  would  be  pro- 
voked without  any  direct  intention  on  his  part  by  the  line  of 
conduct  he  pursued  ;  and  again,  that  he  would  never  express 
an  opinion  about  the  Law  and  the  tradition  uitless  he  had 
special  occasion  to  do  so,  which  would  generally  be  when  he 
was  expressly  challenged  to  declare  his  opinions.  Now, 
among  other  matters,  he  was  questioned  or  attacked  in  this 
way  on  the  subjects  of  fasting  and  the  observation  of  the 
Sabbath. 

The  fact  that  he  proscribed  no  fasts  to  his  disciples  could 
not  fail  in  the  long  run  to  attract  attention.  The  great  day 
of  atonement  and  the  other  general  fasts  were  held  binding 
on  every  Jew,  and  were  doubtless  observed  by  Jesus  and  his 
associates;  but  it  had  become  the  established  custom  for 
every  one  who  laid  claim  to  a  religious  character  to  observe 
extra  fasts  from  time  to  time.  To  do  so  was  considei-cd  a 
sign  of  earnestness  and  a  proof  of  piety.  The  strict  Phari- 
sees chose  for  this  purpose  Thursday,  the  day  on  which  Mosos 
was  supposed  to  have  ascended  ^iuai,  and  Monday,  the  day 
on  which  he  came  down.  John  had  been  very  exacting  in 
this  respect ;  and  his  followers  continued  faithfully  to  observe 
his  injunctions  as  an  act  of  penance  on  behalf  of  their  people, 
in  view  of  the  great  judgment  to  come.  The}',  above  all  oth- 
ers, must  have  noticed  with  surprise  that  he  who  had  taken 
up  the  work  of  John  had  adopted  such  a  different  course. 
On  a  certain  day,  accordingl}',  the}'  came  to  him  and  asked, 
"  Why  do  we  and  the  Pharisees  constantly  fast,  but  3'our  dis- 
ciples not?"  In  his  answer  Jesus  gave  them  clearly  to  un- 
derstand that,  so  far  from  attaching  the  smallest  value  to 
fasting  in  itself,  he  condemned  it  as  an  unnatural  constraint 
whenever  it  was  practised  as  a  religious  duty,  as  a  meritori- 
ous deed,  bj'  those  who  were  not  spontaneously  inclined  to 
observe  it.  ''  Can  the  wedding  guests  mourn,"  he  said, 
"while  the  bridegroom  is  with  them?"  The  bridegroom's 
friends  would  never  think  of  mourning  during  the  seven  da^'s 
of  the  wedding  feast,  and  no  more  would  his  disciples  so  long 
as  they  could  rejoice  in  his  presence.  "But  the  days  will 
come,"  he  added,  "  when  the  bridegroom  has  been  taken  away 
from  them,  and  then  they  will  fast."     The  wedding  is  a  type 
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of  the  Messianic  kingdom ;  and  if  Jesus  compared  himself 
to  the  bridegroom  and  referred  to  his  separation  from  his 
disciples,  apparently  by  death,  it  must  have  been  at  a  late 
period  in  his  public  life.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  the 
words  have  been  slightly  altered  to  suit  the  event ;  and  that 
originally  the  stress  fell  upon  the  difference  between  the  dis- 
ciples of  John,  who  had  lost  their  master,  and  his  own  disci- 
ples, who  rejoiced  in  the  presence  of  theirs.  But  this  is 
unimpoilant.  The  gist  of  the  whole  thing  is  that  Jesus  only 
sanctioned  fasting  when  it  was  the  natural  expression  of  the 
sorrow  of  the  heart.  This  principle  not  only  changes  the 
whole  aspect  of  the  special  observance  in  dispute,  but  deprives 
all  religious  observances  whatever  of  their  meritorious  char- 
acter. We  must  observe  them  if  the  needs  of  our  own 
hearts  urge  us  to  do  so,  but  not  otherwise. 

Jesus  well  knew  that  he  had  enunciated  quite  a  new  prin- 
ciple. He  knew  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  who  was 
still  a  slave  to  the  old  conception  of  the  religious  life  to 
accept  it.  "No  one  would  take  a  scrap  of  a  new  and  un- 
shnink  piece  of  cloth  to  mend  an  old  garment  with.  For  if 
he  did,  then,  as  soon  as  the  new  patch  got  wet  and  shrunk, 
it  would  draw  up  the  old  cloth  and  make  a  worse  rent  than 
ever."  No  more  can  we  force  those  who  have  accepted  new 
principles  to  adhere  strictly  to  old  forms.  "  Nor  do  we  put 
new  wine  that  is  stiU  fermenting  into  old  skins  that  have  lost 
their  elasticity  and  toughness.  For  if  we  did,  then,  as  the 
camels  carried  the  wine-skins  on  their  backs,  and  the  sun 
shone  upon  them,  the  wine  would  begin  to  work  and  the 
skins  would  bui*st.  Then  the  wine  would  flow  away,  and 
the  skins  would  be  spoiled.  But  we  put  new  wine  into  new 
skins,  and  both  are  preserved." 

Jesus  expresses  himself  as  clearly  and  strongly  as  pos- 
sible, though  he  makes  use  of  figurative  language.  He  draws 
a  sharp  contrast  between  old  and  new,  and  definitely  declares 
that  the  two  cannot  be  combined,  and  that  every  attempt  to 
unite  them  is  not  only  futile  but  destructive  to  them  both. 
He  demands  emphatically  that  form  and  spirit  shall  be  brought 
into  perfect  harmony-.  The  third  Evangelist,  to  whom  this 
passage  must  have  been  si)ecially  acceptable,  adds  (skilfull}' 
enough  though  without  authority)  several  details  of  his  own. 
In  the  first  place,  he  makes  the  question  addressed  to  Jesus 
include  a  reference  to  the  long  and  numerous  praters  which 
the  disciples  of  John  and  the  Pharisees  were  commanded 
to  repeat,  and  to  which  exactly  the  same  principles  would 
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apply.  Then  he  observes  that  if  a  man  took  a  piece  of  a 
new  garment  to  mend  an  old  one,  not  only  would  the  effect 
on  the  old  one  be  incongruous,  but  it  would  be  a  great  pity 
to  spoil  the  new  one.  Finall}',  he  concludes  with  the  words, 
*'  And  no  one  who  has  been  drinking  the  old  and  mellowed 
wine  desires  the  hot,  new  wine;  for  he  says,  'The  old  is 
good  !  *  "  This  remark  shows  profound  knowledge  of  human 
nature ;  and  as  an  apology  for  those  who  are  attached  to  the 
old  order  of  things  it  is  equally  humorous  in  form  and  kindly 
in  spirit.  Perhaps  the  words  were  never  uttered  by  Jesus ; 
but  they  certainly  breathe  his  spirit,  and  are  quite  worthy 
of  him. 

Here  Mark  and  Luke  neglect  the  order  of  time  in  favor  of 
similarity  of  subject,  and  add  at  once  an  account  of  a  two- 
fold violation  of  the  Sabbath  bj'  Jesus.  Soon  after  the  Pass- 
over, as  the  ripe  corn  stood  in  the  fields,  Jesus  and  the  Twelve 
were  on  their  way  to  a  neighboring  village.  The  path  led 
across  some  fields,  but  at  a  certain  point  the  way  was  barred 
b}'  some  tangled  ^ars  of  corn  that  la}'  across  the  path.  With- 
out much  thinking  what  they  were  doing  the  disciples  began 
to  pull  up  some  of  the  ears  and  clear  the  path.  But  certain 
Pharisees  observed  it,  and  at  once  turned  to  Jesus,  whom 
they  held  responsible  for  it,  saying,  "  What  does  this  mean? 
They  are  doing  an  unlawful  deed,  and  on  the  Sabbath  too ! " 
Jesus  met  them  at  once.  He  might  have  simply  replied, 
"  Necessity  has  no  law ; "  but  he  preferred  to  silence  his 
critics  once  for  all  by  following  the  recognized  style  of  argu- 
ment of  those  dajs,  and  clothing  his  reply  in  the  form  of  an 
appeal  to  a  scriptural  precedent :  "  Have  3'ou  never  read  in 
the  Scripture  what  David  did  in  his  necessity  ?  How,  when 
Abiathar  was  high  priest,  he  took  the  shew-bread  to  satisfy' 
his  hunger  and  that  of  his  companions,  though  it  was  not 
lawful  for  any  one  to  eat  it  but  the  priests  ?  "  We  may  re- 
mark, in  passing,  that  here  the  Evangelist  or  Jesus  himself 
makes  a  slight  mistake  ;  for  it  was  not  Abiathar  but  his  father 
Ahimelech  who  was  chief  priest  when  the  event  referred  to 
took  place,  and  David  had  no  one  with  him  at  the  time.^  But 
Jesus  went  farther.  After  fully  exculpating  his  disciples,  he 
went  on  boldly  to  lay  down  the  rule,  ''  The  Sabbath  is  made 
for  man,  and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath.  Therefore  the  Son 
of  Man  is  lord  even  of  the  Sabbath  day." 

Wc  must  remember  with  what  scrupulous  care  the  strictei 
^  1  Samuel  xxi  1-6 ;  compare  vol.  L  pp.  513,  616. 
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Jews  (observed  the  Sabbath ;  how,  for  instaiK^,  thej'  long  ab- 
stained from  even  defending  themselves  in  time  of  war  on 
this  day ;  and  how  they  determined,  with  ludicrous  minute- 
ness, the  exact  extent  and  nature  of  the  actions  that  might 
and  might  not  be  performed  on  the  Sabbath.  When  we 
think  of  all  this,  we  shall  plainly  see  that  Jesus  was  putting 
himself  into  direct  opposition  to  the  religion  of  his  people, 
and  even  to  the  fourth  commandment,  when  he  announced 
the  principle  that  the  Sabbath  was  meant  to  serve  man,  not 
man  the  Sabbath ;  that  the  commandment  must  not  be  made 
a  burden,  but  in  case  of  need  or  in  the  cause  of  dut}*  might 
and  must  be  neglected.  It  is  true  that  one  of  the  later  Jewish 
Scribes  uttered  a  saying  that  closely^  resembles  that  of  Jesus : 
^^The  Sabbath  is  given  to  3'ou,  and  you  are  by  no  means 
given  to  the  Sabbath."  This  was  not  the  current  Jewish  doc- 
trine, however,  but  a  ver^'  remarkable  exception  to  the  gen- 
eral nile.  Moreover,  Jesus  not  only  declared  the  principle, 
but  unhesitatingly  put  it  into  practice. 

So  Jesus  took  the  same  \aew  of  the  Sabbath  as  he  did  of 
fasts,  and  was  equally-  bold  in  cariying  out  his  views  in  either 
case.  To  observe  the  Sabbath  was  in  itself  of  no  consequence 
whatever.  If  it  helped  a  man  to  reach  his  true  destiny,  let 
him  abide  by  it ;  if  not,  he  was  at  liberty  to  neglect  it. 

According  to  Matthew  and  Luke,  the  disciples  were  not 
clearing  the  pathway,  but  plucking  the  ears  and  rubbing  out 
the  grains  to  eat  because  they  were  hungry.  Matthew  makes 
Jesus  appeal,  in  defence  of  his  disciples,  not  only  to  the  ex- 
ample of  David,  but  to  the  practice  of  the  priests,  who  dese- 
crated every  Sabbath  by  offering  the  sacrifices  ordained  for 
the  day,'  and  yet  were  guiltless.  In  like  manner  Hillel,  the 
most  renowned  of  all  the  Jewish  theologians,  who  had  now 
been  dead  some  thirty  years,  had  maintained  the  people's 
right  to  slaughter  the  paschal  lamb  even  when  the  eve  of  the 
Passover  fell  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that 
Jesus  may  have  borrowed  this  argument  from  him.  But 
whereas  HiUel's  purpose  was  to  defend  the  priestly  preroga- 
tive of  the  whole  people,  which  was  quite  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Pharisees,  Jesus  gives  the  argument  quite  another  turn  by 
adding,  ^*  If  the  priests,  as  servants  of  the  temple,  are  above 
the  commandment,  there  is  more  than  the  temple  here."  He 
did  not  mean  so  much  that  he  was  personally  of  more  impor- 
tance than  the  temple,  as  that  his  own  vocation  and  that  of 
bis  disciples  —  their  work  for  the  kingdom  of  God  —  waa 
^  Nnmben  zxviii.  0. 10. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


216  JESUS   AND  tRE   RBLtGIOK  OP  Rt8   PEOPLE. 

more  than  the  temple.  But  most  likely  these  words  were 
uttered  on  some  other  occasion. 

There  was  no  lack  of  such  occasions,  for  several  attacks 
were  made  upon  Jes*is  with  special  reference  to  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Sabbath.  He  would  not  pause  on  the  day  of  rest 
in  his  efforts  to  save  sinners.  To  do  so  would,  in  his  opin- 
ion, have  been  equivalent  to  hurling  them  to  destruction  ;  for 
he  felt  that  to  leave  a  good  deed  undone  was  as  bad  as  to  do 
a  man  a  direct  injur}- .  This  idea  is  expressed  in  immediate 
connection  with  the  preceding  narrative  in  the  following  em- 
blematic form :  — 

Once,  on  a  Sabbath  day,  Jesus  entered  a  synagogue.  There 
was  a  man  present  who  had  a  shrunken  hand.  The  ^^  Gospel 
of  the  Hebrews "  —  which,  like  our  three  Gospels,  under- 
stands the  story  literally  —  says  that  this  man  was  a  stone- 
mason, and  that  he  besought  Jesus  to  heal  him,  and  so  save 
him  from  beggar3\  Ancient  and  modern  commentatoi*s,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  explained  the  story  to  mean  that  be- 
fore the  coming  of  Jesus  the  hand  of  the  pious  Jew  was 
made  powerless  by  the  Law  to  do  the  works  of  God.  But 
let  us  hear  the  story  out !  The  Pharisees,  in  tlieir  anxious 
dread  of  trespasses  against  the  Law,  watched  Jesus  to  see 
whether  he  would  heal  on  the  Sabbath.  They  must  have 
known  already  that  he  was  not  ''sound"  u\>on  this  point, 
and  if  he  now  committed  an  act  of  inexcusable  desecration 
they  would  accuse  him  before  the  council  of  the  elders.  But 
Jesus  saw  through  their  intent.  ''  Go  and  stand  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  synagogue,"  he  said  to  the  sufferer.  Then  he 
asked  those  present,  and  especially  the  guaixiians  of  the  Law, 
"  What  may  we  do  on  the  Sabbath?  —  good,  or  evil?  —  save 
a  soul,  or  kill  it?"  There  was  deep  silence.  Jesus  cast  a 
glance  of  mingled  wrath  and  sadness  upon  those  in  whom 
prejudice  had  so  darkened  and  obscured  the  natural  sense  of 
right  and  wrong,  and  then  turning  to  the  man,  who  was  still 
standing  in  the  midst  of  the  assembly,  he  cried,  '^  Stretch 
out  your  hand  1  "  and  immediatelj'  it  was  restored,  and  was 
as  strong  and  supple  as  the  other.  Doubly  embittered  by 
their  own  inability  to  answer  the  question  Jesus  had  put  to 
them,  the  Pharisees  went  out  to  take  counsel  how  best  to 
inflict  upon  the  Sabbath-breaker  the  punishment  he  had 
incurred.* 

According  to  Matthew,  Jesus  said  on  this  occasion,  ^'  Sup- 
pose one  of  you  had  a  single  sheep  and  it  fell  into  a  hole  on 
1  Numbers  xv.  32-^6. 
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the  Sabbath,  would  he  not  lay  hold  of  it  and  lift  it  out?  And 
how  much  more  is  a  man  worth  than  a  sheep ! "  It  seems 
that  Jesus  used  this  argument,  as  altogether  conclusive,  on 
seyeral  occasions  when  justifj^ing  his  conduct  and  endoavor- 
ing  to  bring  his  critics  to  better  thoughts.  At  any  rate  we 
find  it  again  in  two  other  stoiies.  The  first  refers  to  the 
cure  on  the  Sabbath  of  one  who  was  suffering  from  dropsy. 
The  legists  and  Pharisees  were  observing  Jesus,  and  pur- 
posely declined  to  answer  hi.«»  question,  "Is  it  lawful  to  heal 
on  the  Sabbath  da}'  ?  "  Then  Jesus  cured  the  sick  man  and 
sent  him  home,  and  turning  upon  his  would-be  accusers  asked, 
'*  Suppose  the  son  or  even  the  ox  of  one  of  you  had  fallen  into 
a  well  on  the  Sabbath,  would  he  not  at  once  draw  him  out?" 
But  they  had  no  reply. ^  Again  :  Once  he  was  teaching  in  a 
synagogue  when  a  woman  appeared  who  had  been  afflicted 
for  eighteen  years  by  a  demon  that  paralyzed  her  muscles. 
She  was  bent  almost  double,  and  could  not  stand  upright. 
With  deep  compassion  Jesus  cried  to  her,  ''  Woman  I  j^ou  are 
released  from  your  affliction  !  "  and  as  he  laid  his  hand  upon 
her  she  immediately'  became  upright,  and  offered  fervent  thanks 
to  God.  But  the  ruler  of  the 'synagogue  was  shocked  by  this 
desecration  of  the  Sabbath,  and  yet  was  afraid  openly  to  re- 
buke tlie  Master  to  his  face.  So  he  turned  to  the  people  and 
said  sharply,  '*  There  are  six  working  days !  If  any  one 
wishes  to  be  healed  let  him  come  upon  one  of  them,  and  let 
the  Sabbath  be  kept  holy  ! "  But  Jesus  would  not  accept  this 
indirect  rebuke.  *'You  hypocrites!"  he  cried,  in  all  the 
force  of  his  righteous  indignation,  ''does  not  each  one  of 
you  loose  his  ox  or  ass  from  the  crib  and  water  him  at  the 
trough  or  fountain  on  the  Sabbath  day  ?  And  shall  not  this 
daughter  of  Abraham,  whom  Satan  has  bound  for  eighteen 
years,  be  loosed  on  the  Sabbath  day  ?  "  Thus  his  opponents 
were  put  to  shame,  and  the  people  rejoiced  in  his  glorious 
deeds.^ 

If,  as  the  Evangelists  suppose,  the  question  had  really  been 
one  of  healing  bodily  infirmities,  we  might  reasonabl}'  ques- 
tion the  weight  of  the  argument,  for  the  delay  need  only  have 
been  for  a  single  day.  But  for  moral  diseases,  where  any 
delay  may  be  fatal,  the  argument  holds  good.  It  matters  lit- 
tle for  our  purpose  whether  the  last  two  pictures  represent  the 
rescue  of  tlie  heathen  and  the  Jews  respectivel}-,  or  whether 
they  simply  refer  in  general  to  the  work  of  Jesus  in  saving 
the  lost.     In  either  case  the  historical  element  in  them  ia 

^  Luke  xiv.  IS;  after  an  amended  vers-iioa.  ^  Luke  xiii.  1(^17. 

TOL.  III.  10 
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Bimply  this,  that  it  was  his  uniform  principle  to  postpone  the 
observance  of  external  religious  ceremonies  to  the  claims  of 
humanity.  He  himself  expressed  the  principle  in  a  da3ing 
taken  from  Hosea,^  "  God  asks  for  mercy  and  not  sacrifice." 
This  quotation  is  put  into  his  mouth  more  than  once,  and  it 
is  probable  that  he  often  told  those  who  found  fault  with  him 
to  ponder  over  the  meaning  of  that  saving  of  the  prophet 
which  they  had  never  3-et  fully  understood.  Matthew  inUo 
duces  it  once  in  the  account  of  Jesus'  invitation  to  the  pub- 
lican, and  once  in  the  story  of  the  plucking  the  ears  of  corn, 
but  in  neither  case  has  he  placed  it  rightly.  There  are  other 
genuine  sayings  floating  about  in  the  Gospels  out  of  their  true 
connection. 

For  the  sake  of  completeness  we  may  mention  here  that 
the  freedom  with  which  Jesus  treated  the  observance  of  the 
Sabbath,  and  the  conflicts  in  which  this  freedom  involved 
him,  were  so  uniformly  and  fiimly  established  in  the  tradi^ 
tion,  that  even  the  spiritualized  narratives  of  the  fourth  Gospel 
make  him  perform  miracles  of  healing  on  the  Sabbath.^ 
Again,  the  following  passage  is  preserved  in  an  ancient 
manuscript  of  the  New  Testament :  •  ''  On  the  same  day  [on 
which  his  disciples  plucked  the  ears  of  corn]  he  saw  a  man 
Vrorking  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  said  to  him,  '  Man  I  if  3'ou 
know  what  you  are  doing  you  are  blessed ;  but  if  not,  then 
3'ou  are  accursed  and  a  transgressor  of  the  Law,' "  We  can- 
not accept  this  saying  as  authentic,  for  Jesus  would  never 
have  praised  any  one  simply  for  neglecting  the  da}'  of  rest, 
even  from  the  ripest  conviction,  unless  at  the  call  of  duty. 
He  kept  faithfully  to  his  own  rule :  ^'  The  Sabbath  is  made 
for  man,  is  made  for  me ; "  and  so  he  used  the  day,  and  regu- 
larly visited  the  synagogue,  for  instance,  at  first  for  his  own 
religious  education,  and  then  for  that  of  others.  He  would 
certainly  never  have  given  needless  cause  of  ofience. 

FinaU} ,  he  took  the  same  position  with  regard  to  sacrifices 
as  he  did  to  fasting  and  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath.  On 
this  subject,  however,  he  seldom  had  to  express  an  opinion, 
since  Galilee  was  so  far  removed  from  the  temple  and  its  rites. 
And  even  when  he  referred  to  the  subject,  during  his  sta^*  at 
Jerusalem,  it  was  only  indirectly,  and  for  the  sake  of  illus- 
trating a  moral  duty  :  ^  ^  If  3'ou  bnng  your  gift  to  the  altar, 
and  there  remember  that  your  brother  has  any  thing  against 
you,  leave  your  gift  before  the  altar.  Hasten  away  and  be 
reconciled  to  your  brother,  and  then  come  and  offer  your 
iHoaeavi.  6.  2  John  v.  1*17,  iz.  <  Aft«r  Lttk«  vi  i. 
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gift."  *  If  we  remember  that  although  the  Scribe  and  the 
synagogue  were  ab^ady  beginning  to  overshadow  the  priest 
and  the  temple,  yet  the  offering  of  sacrifice  was  still  consid- 
ered the  one  pre-eminent  act  of  religion,  we  shall  understand 
that  it  must  have  sounded  highly  irreverent  and  irreligious  to 
suggest  and  even  recommend  that  a  man  who  was  on  the 
point  of  performing  it  should  break  off  so  abruptl}'.  But 
Jesus  was  far  fh)m  wishing  to  prohibit  or  dissuade  his  disci- 
ples from  offering  sacrifice.  The  later  Ebionites  misunder- 
stood his  meaning  when  they  put  the  words  into  his  mouth, 
^^I  am  come  to  make  an  end  of  sacrifices;  for  until  3-ou 
cease  to  sacrifice,  God's  wrath  will  not  cease  to  be  upon  you ! " 
But  he  made  the  law  of  sacrifice  absolutely  subordinate  to  the 
demands  of  the  moral  law,  which  demanded  that  quarrels 
should  be  reconciled  and  compensation  given  for  injuries 
inflicted.  When  sacrifices  interfered  with  the  fulfilment  of 
sacred  duties,  sdch  as  those  of  a  child  to  his  parents,  thiBn, 
and  then  only,  he  utterl}'  condemned  them.'  What  he  said 
about  the  payment  of  tithes,  even  when  performed  with  the 
most  scrupulous  minuteness,  applied  equally  to  sacrifices: 
**  Be  not  neglectful  of  these  things  ;  but  remember  that  jus- 
tice, mercy,  and  fidelity  are  the  duties  that  come  first."'  Ir 
aU  this  Jesus  was  thoroughly  consistent. 


Chapter  XVII. 

JESUS  AND  THE  RELIGION  OF  HIS  PEOPLE. 
(Ccntinued.) 

Matthew  VIL  12,  VI.  1-6.  16-18.  V.  20-22.  27,  28,  88-48, 17.* 

THE  Talmud  teUs  us  a  beautiftd  stoiy  about  HilleL  A 
certain  heathen,  who  probably  wished  to  throw  ridicule 
upon  the  numerous  religious  institutions  and  practices  of  the 
Jews,  as  consorting  oddly  with  their  doctrine  of  the  unity  of 
God,  had  gone  to  Shammai,  the  head  of  the  opposite  school 
to  Hillers,  and  told  him  that  he  wished  to  become  a  Jew  and 
desired  to  receive  instruction  from  him,  but  only  on  condition 
tluit  the  whole  religious  doctrine  of  the  Jews  should  be  im- 

Mfttthew  ▼.  33,  24.  s  Matthew  xv.  .V6. 

Uatthow  xxiii.  28 ;  compare  Michah  vi.  8.  *  Luke  vi.  27-86. 
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parted  to  him  while  he  could  stand  upon  one  leg  I  Shammai 
chased  him  from  his  door  indignantly-.  The  heathen  was 
well  enough  pleased  b}-  this  result,  and  went  on  to  Hillel, 
expecting  to  make  fun  of  him  in  the  same  way.  "  Good,  m\' 
son  ! "  answered  the  Rabbi  gently,  *'  make  readj'  and  attend. 
'  Do  not  to  others  what  3'ou  would  not  have  them  do  to  you.* 
This  is  the  substance  of  the  Law;  the  rest  is  only  its 
application." 

In  this  golden  saying  Jesus  must  have  found  delight  and 
satisfaction  when  first  he  heard  it,  and  accordingly  he  adopted 
and  promulgated  it  in  a  better  form  himself:  'vDo  to  others 
what  you  would  have  them  do  to  you ;  for  this  is  the  Law 
and  the  Prophets."  Thus  boldly  did  he  reduce  the  practice 
of  religion  to  a  single,  all-embracing,  moral  principle.  This 
uncompromising  spirit  was  characteristic  of  Jesus  ;  for  though 
we  have  seen  again  and  again  *  that  in  dealing  with  the  reli- 
gion of  his  people  he  kept  cU^ar  of  doctrinal  questions  with 
singular  tact,  and  confined  himself  to  the  sphere  of  morals ; 
though  we  shall  presently  see  that  even  when  he  attacked 
any  religious  prejudice  that  was  hurtful  to  the  love  of  man, 
he  substituted  nothing  but  an  emphatic  warning,^ — yet  in 
spite  of  all  his  caution  and  moderation  he  would  submit  to 
no  restraints  whatever  in  upholding  the  sanctity  of  the  moral 
law. 

We  may  naturally  ask  whether  the  agreement  between 
Jesus  and  Hillel  extends  much  beyond  the  form  of  words 
they  used.  The  question  is  answered  by  the  fact  that  the 
great  theologian  owed  much  of  his  fame  to  his  various 
methods  of  interpretation ;  that  is  to  sa}',  to  the  many  arti- 
fices which  he  reduced  to  a  system  for  twisting  the  Scripture 
into  harmony  with  the  wants  of  the  age.  This  shows  us  at 
once  that  the  distinction  between  Jesus  and  Hillel  did  not  lie 
simply  in  the  diflference  between  a  command  and  a  prohibi- 
tion, but  that  Jesus  unhesitatingl}-  put  into  practice  what  the 
other  treated  as  an  abstract  principle. 

It  is  also  worth  noticing  that  Jesus  makes  a  very  signifi- 
cant addition  to  the  saying  of  Hillel  in  the  words,  ^^  and  the 
Prophets."  The  Law  and  the  Prophets  is  generally  a  compre- 
hensive formula  for  the  Jewish  religion  or  the  Old  Covenant ;  • 
but  in  tlie  mouth  of  Jesus  ^  it  means  the  Jewish  religion  laid 
down  in  the  Mosaic  law  as  conceived,  interpreted,  and  applied 

1  Compare  pp.  148,  176,  179.  «  Luke  xiii.  l-«. 

>  Lnke  xvi.  16,  29,  31,  xxiv.  27,  44,  et  stq, 
4  Matthew  yil.  12,  xzii.  40;  compare  v.  1<. 
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by  the  prophets.  Now  the  prophets,  as  we  all  know,  emphat- 
ically declared  that  the  demands  of  the  moral  law  were  of 
infinitely  more  importance  than  the  external  ordinances  of 
religion,  and  even  condemned  the  observance  of  the  latter 
with  the  utmost  severit}'  in  cases  where  the  former  were  neg- 
lected.* In  doing  so  the}'  were,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  simply 
contending  against  the  abuse  of  priestly  authority  and  the 
precepts  of  a  floating  oral  tradition ;  for  at  that  time  (the 
eighth  or  seventh  centuries  B.C.)  most  of  the  laws  now  con- 
tained in  the  Pentateuch  were  still  unwritten,  and  were  not 
clothed  with  divine  authority.  But  neither  Jesus  nor  any  of 
his  contemporaries  had  the  least  idea  of  this.  They  never 
doubted  for  a  moment  that  Moses  was  really  the  author  of 
the  five  books  of  the  Law ;  and,  consequently,  Jesus  must 
have  thought  that  all  these  passionate  exclamations  of  the 
prophets  were  made  with  direct  reference  to  the  written  reve- 
lation, —  to  the  divine  Law  itself.  So  he  fortified  himself  in 
bis  own  mind,  and  still  more  in  his  controversies  with  others, 
by  the  example  of  his  great  predecessors,  —  those  champions 
inspired  by  God.  Like  them  he  considered  all  external  ob- 
servances insignificant  in  comparison  with  a  virtuous  life ; 
like  them  he  maintained  the  unconditional  supremacy  of  the 
claims  of  moralit}',  and  therefore  the  freedom  of  the  individ- 
ual with  regard  to  all  religious  usages.  The  demands  of 
morality  were  afterwards  spoken  of  by  PauP  as  '*  the  law 
written  in  the  heart ; "  and  Jesus,  too,  regarded  them  as  the 
original,  unalterable,  and  supreme  commandments  of  God. 
All  outward  ordinances  were  not  only  subordinate  to  these 
moral  laws,  but  were  in  many  cases  mere  pei-versions  of  the 
truth  or  concessions  to  human  weakness.*  From  the  proph- 
ets Jesus  bad  first  learned  independent  courage  ;  and  in  them 
he  recognized  to  the  last  spirits  akin  to  his  own.  From  their 
armory  he  drew  the  weapons  for  his  strife ;  and  though  he 
atUcked  the  traditional  pietj'  of  his  own  times  with  severity 
and  directness,  he  never  for  a  moment  doubted  that  he  was 
true  to  Israel's  religion,  for  he  took  his  stand  upon  the  teach- 
ing of  the  prophets.*  '*  Mercy  and  not  sacrifice  !  Justice, 
love,  and  truth  are  more  than  all  the  observances  of  worship ; 
for  these  latter  are,  after  all,  mere  human  ordinances ! " 

1  For  ezAmple  1  Samael  Xy,  22 ;  Isaiah  i.  11-17 ;  Jeremiah  vii.  21-28 ;  Amot 
V  21-24. 
s  Romans  ii.  16. 

s  Matthew  xv.  3,  4,  9,  11,  xix  4,  6-0,  17,  21,  xxiii.  23;  MarlL  U.  27. 
*  Hosea  ti.  6;  Michah  vi.  8;  Ijaiah  xxix.  13. 
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He  had  need  of  such  support,  for  his  opinions  were  in 
direct  conflict  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  Israel's  recog- 
nized leaders,  and  he  never  spared  his  opponents.  Listen 
how  he  chastised  them :  — 

''  Beware  of  doing  your  religious  duties  before  the  eyes  of 
meU)  to  be  seen  by  them.  If  3'ou  do,  you  wjU  have  no  reward 
from  your  heavenly  Father. 

"  When  3'ou  give  to  the  poor,  make  no  flourish  of  tnim- 
pets  over  it,  as  the  hypocrites  do,  for  they  display  their  deeds 
of  charity  in  the  pubUc  streets,  and  jingle  their  contributions 
in  the  synagogues,  to  gain  the  praise  of  men.  I  tell  3'ou 
they  have  received  their  reward  already.  But  when  you  give 
to  the  poor,  let  not  your  left  hand  know  what  your  right  hand 
is  doing,  that  your  deeds  of  kindness  may  be  secret.  And 
your  Father  who  sees  in  secret  will  reward  you. 

"And  when  you  pray,  be  not  like  the  hypocrites  who 
delight  to  stand  and  pray  in  the  synagogues,  or  at  the  cor- 
ners of  the  streets,  that  they  ma}-  be  sure  to  be  seen.  I  tell 
you  they  have  received  their  reward  already.  But  when  you 
pray?  go  into  your  inner  chamber,  shut  the  door,  and  pray  to 
your  Father  who  is  in  secret ;  and  your  Father  who  sees  in 
secret  will  reward  you. 

*'  And  when  you  wish  to  fast,  never  put  on  a  dismal  coun- 
tenance as  the  hypocrites  do,  for  they  disfigure  their  faces 
that  every  one  may  know  they  are  fasting.  I  tell  you  the^' 
have  received  their  reward  already.  But  when  you  fast, 
anoint  your  head  and  wash  your  face,  as  if  for  a  festival,  that 
no  one  may  know  you  are  fasting  save  your  Father  who  is  in 
secret ;  and  your  Father  who  sees  in  secret  will  reward  3'ou.** 

With  what  a  masterl}'^  hand  he  throws  ofl",  in  a  few  rapid 
touches,  these  brief  but  living  portraitures !  A  holy  satire 
on  every  school  or  fashion  that  makes  religion  a  coat  to  put 
off  and  on,  a  part  to  stud}',  a  thing  of  outward  show!  Can 
we  not  see  that  friend  of  the  poor  who  is  so  proud  of  his  chari- 
table disposition,  but  prouder  still  of  his  reputation  for  it? 
Can  we  not  see  the  punctual  devotee  who  goes  to  the  syna- 
gogue every  day  to  say  his  prayers,  but  is  not  displeased  should 
5ie  hour  sometimes  overtake  him  in  the  street,  especially  at  a 
much-frequented  spot?  —  then  he  stops  short  and  offers  up 
his  long  petition  where  he  stands,  while  the  passers-by  turn 
aside  in  reverence  and  lower  their  voices  to  a  whisper !  Can 
we  not  see  that  saintly  ascetic,  with  his  head  bowed  down 
and  strewed  with  ashes,  with  his  unkempt  hair  and  beard 
and  his  penitential  garb?    The  people  point  to  him  in  wou- 
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der  and  say,  ''Fasting  again!  What  a  man  he  is!  He 
neyer  spares  himself!"  Bnt  we  must  not  suppose  that  in 
these  sketches  Jesus  was  publicly  exposing  a  set  of  impos- 
tors. In  the  fir$t  place,  he  was  not  addressing  the  people  at 
all.  These  pictures,  from  their  very  nature,  were  suited  not 
for  a  public  discourse,  but  for  the  instruction  of  a  smaller 
circle  of  disciples.  Biit,  again,  these  "'  h^-pocrites"  were  not 
conscious  and  deliberate  impostors,  who  assumed  the  mask 
of  religion  simpl}'  to  conceal  their  sins  behind  it,  or  who 
made  a  great  public  display  of  piety  that  they  might  give  the 
rein  to  their  evil  passions  in  private.  Nor  when  he  warns 
his  disciples,  with  great  emphasis,  on  another  occasion, 
against  ''the  leaven  of  the  Phansees/'  and  Luke  adds 
"  that  is  h3'pocris3',"  ^  must  we  suppose  that  these  men  were 
h^'pocrites  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word.  They  did  not 
try  to  deceive  others,  but  they  actually  deceived  themselves ; 
and  their  self-deception  was  as  complete  as  it  was  common. 
Thej'  genuinely  believed  themselves  to  be  earnest,  good,  reli- 
gious people,  and  they  really  lacked  nothing — but  the  true 
principle  of  piety !  Nor  had  Jesus  had  any  thing  to  say 
against  their  "righteousness"  or  good  works  in  themselves. 
He  neither  rejected  nor  overturned  any  thing.  Generous 
almsgiving,  regular  devotions,  voluntary  fasts,  and  all  other 
religious  observances  met  with  his  approval,  "  if  only,"  as  he 
said  to  his  disciples,  ''vanity  and  self-satisfaction,  the  ap- 
plause of  men  or  self-applause,  do  not  become,  perhaps  with- 
out your  knowing  it,  the  motives  of  your  actions.  If  they 
do,  you  will  surely  miss  the  reward  which  God  lays  up  for 
the  truly  pious  in  return  for  every  good  work,  —  the  reward 
which  he  will  give  them  when  the  Messianic  judgment  is  held 
and  the  kingdom  of  God  established.  Then  say  not,  even  to 
yourselves,  how  much  j'ou  have  given  to  the  ix)or ;  let  your 
prayers  be  a  secret  between  3'ourselves  and  God,  and  be  con- 
tent, if  need  be,  to  pass  for  a  worldling  among  men  rather 
than  hunt  for  their  applause.  Religious  forms  are  only  good 
when  they  express  a  genuine  longing  of  the  heart,  and  bear 
the  stamp  of  truth  and  Nature." 

But  we  can  easily  see  that  the  direction  given  by  the  Law 
to  the  piety  of  Israel  would  naturally  tend  to  the  complete 
resolution  of  religion  into  outward  forms.  It  was  enough 
to  obey  the  precepts  of  the  Law  and  the  tradition,  without 
questioning  the  heart.  Jesus,  then,  was  attacking  the  veiy 
essence  of  the  piety  of  his  day,  not  one  of  its  degenerate 
1  Lake  xii.  X. 
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manifestations ;  he  was  laying  his  axe  to  its  root,  not  lopping 
off  a  sickly  branch !  No  doubt  there  ai«  dtill  thousands  of 
Christians  whose  religion,  without  their  being  at  all  aware  of 
it,  is  a  mere  matter  of  display-;  who  pride  themselves  on 
their  own  good  deeds,  and  whose  contributions  to  benevolent 
objects  are  speculations  made  bj^  vanity  in  the  market  of  ap- 
plause. But  their  want  of  true  sincerity  is  at  variance  with 
the  religion  they  profess ;  whereas  the  Jews  of  the  time  of 
Jesus  were  mere  formalists,  just  because  they  were  so  sub- 
missive to  the  Law. 

Jesus  was  not  thinking  of  the  number  but  of  tlie  nature  of 
good  works,  —  not  of  religious  observances  themselves,  but 
of  the  principle  that  ought  to  underlie  them,  —  when  he  said 
to  his  followers,  "I  tell  you,  unless  3'our  righteousness  ex- 
ceeds that  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  you  cannot  eater 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  He  mentions  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  with  respect,  as  the  most  pious  people  of  the  daj-, 
spending  their  whole  lives  in  the  pursuit  of  righteousness ; 
but  they  had  not  the  true  principle,  and  Jesus  had  a  right  to 
demand  something  more  than  their  formal  piety  from  Ws  dis- 
ciples. So  agfiin  we  shall  see  that  he  once  reminded  a  Jew 
who  had  fulfilled  all  the  commandments  of  the  Law  that  the 
one  only  thing  he  lacked  was  also  the  one  only  thing  need- 
ful, —  namely,  love.* 

So  Jesus  clearly  perceived  how  sharpl}'  his  own  religion 
contrasted  with  that  of  his  people ;  and  he  worked  out  sev- 
eral examples  of  this  contrast,  which  are  contained,  like  the 
pictures  of  the  ''  hypocrites,"  in  a  portion  of  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount.  Here  Jesus  dwells,  without  the  least  reserve, 
upon  the  conflict  of  principle  between  the  fundamental  law  — 
the  charter,  so  to  speak  —  of  Israel,  and  the  charter  of  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

But,  to  avoid  misunderstanding,  we  must  repeat  that  Jesus 
was  firmly  convinced  that  he  was  himself  a  good  Israelite, 
and  took  his  stand  upon  the  ground  of  Israel's  religion,  it 
has  often  been  said  tiiat  he  maintained  the  Law,  but  rejected 
the  later  doctrinal  and  ceremonial  glosses  of  the  tradition. 
But  this  is  not  true.  Nor  would  such  a  distinction  have  had 
any  great  value,  for  the  Law  and  the  tradition  came,  to  some 
extent  at  least,  from  the  same  hands,  and  breathed  the  same 
spirit ;  namely,  that  of  the  Scribes.  Moreover,  the  tradition 
contained  some  elements  of  the  most  exalted  nature.     And» 

1  Matthew  xix.  16-28. 
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apart  from  this,  such  a  pnnciple  of  selection  could  never  have 
occurred  to  Jesus,  for  it  would  have  involved  the  application 
of  historical  criticism,  of  which  Jesus  and  his  contemporaries 
knew  nothing.  For  him,  according!}'.  Law  and  tradition 
were  of  equal  authority,  flowed  in  the  same  channel,  and, 
in  fact,  were  one.*  He  preserved,  adopted,  and  defended 
against  assailants  much  that  was  only  contained  in  the  tradi- 
tion;* and  many  things  that  were  written  in  the  Law  he 
rejected  as  mere  human  inventions,  as  concessions  to  the 
people's  sins  that  could  no  longer  be  allowed,  or  as  antiquated 
in  principle.'  Nor  is  it  true  that  Jesus  left  the  moral  pre- 
cepts of  the  Law  unchallenged,  and  abolished  its  ceremonial. 
On  the  contrary,  he  never  thought  of  such  a  thing  as  abolish- 
ing its  ceremonial,  and  he  vigorously  condemned  whatever  he 
held  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  its  moral  teaching.  The  fact  is, 
that  in  separating  and  sifting  the  contents  of  the  Law  and 
the  tradition  he  followed  out  the  principles  of  the  ancient 
prophets,  and  consulted  nothing  but  his  own  judgment  and 
the  experience  of  his  own  soul.  His  standard  was  the  knowl- 
edge of  moral  and  religious  truth  which  his  own  inner  life 
had  given  him  ;  his  object  was  to  purge  the  religion  of  Israel 
from  all  the  corrupt  admixture  and  rescue  it  from  all  the  un- 
favorable circumstances  that  had  prevented  (as  he  believed) 
its  full  application,  and  so  to  make  its  true  power  felt,  its 
true  glor}*  seen ;  to  make  it  answer  its  true  purpose,  and  fulfil 
its  true  destiny,  —  in  a  word,  to  realize  it.*  What  had  been 
indpiently  or  imperfectly  represented  in  Israel's  religion  from 
the  first  would  (he  believed)  be  lealized  in  all  its  fulness  in 
the  kingdom  of  God ;  and  he  himself  liad  only  to  declare 
plainly  what  the  commandments  of  the  Law  and  the  prom- 
ises of  the  prophets  had  implied.^  He  believed,  therefore, 
that  his  new  teaching  was  but  the  lipe  fruit  which  the  buds 
and  blossoms  of  the  old  dispensation  had  already  contained 
in  germ.  But  whenever  the  old  teaching  in  any  way  op- 
ix)sed  or  obstructed  the  new  principle  of  religious  life ;  when- 
ever a  precept  of  the  Law  appeared  to  be  the  outcome  of  the 
moral  immaturity  of  early  Israelite  society,  and  had  there- 
fore lost  its  meaning  for  the  kingdom  of  God  and  become 
simply  mischievous,  —  then  he  condemned  it  without  reserve 
and  without  mercy. 

1  Compare  MatUiew  xv.  6,  !!»  xxiii.  2,  3. 
^  For  instance,  Matthew  vi.  17.  xviii.  10,  xxii.  29- 
«  For  instance,  Matthew  xv.  11,  9,  xix.  8,  6,  v.  38-42. 
*  Matthew  v.  17. 

5  For  instance,  Matthew  xxii.  29,  31,  32. 
10* 
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Let  US  listen  to  some  of  the  examples  of  this  contrast.  We 
need  not  be  surprised  to  find  Jesus,  apparently  at  least,  set- 
ting up  his  own  authority  as  a  lawgiver  against  the  command- 
ments g'sen  by  Moses  to  the  forefathers.  It  does  but  show 
that  he  possessed  that  confidence  in  his  own  moral  judgments 
without  which  he  could  not  have  heralded  the  kingdom  of 
God,  or  borne  witness  to  the  moral  ideal :  — 

*'  You  have  heard  that  our  forefathers  were  taught,  *  Thou 
shalt  not  kill ;  the  murderer  shall  be  sentenced  by  the  magis- 
trates.' But  I  say  that  whoever  is  angry  with  his  brother 
shall  be  sentenced  bj'  the  magistrates,  and  whoever  says 
*  Fool ! '  to  his  brother  shall  be  sentenced  bj'  the  Sanhedrim ; 
but  whoever  says  '  Scoundrel ! '  shall  be  condemned  to  the 
fire  of  Gehenna." 

Jesus  refers  to  the  sixth  commandment ;  but  since  murder 
need  not  be  contemplated  among  his  hearers,  who  were  fu- 
ture citizens  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  he  set  aside  the  letter 
of  the  Law  and  applied  to  anger  what  had  formerl}'  been  the 
punishment  of  murder ;  nay,  he  even  increased  the  punish- 
ment should  anger  burst  into  invective  or  be  blinded  by  flir}'. 
Thus  only  could  the  true  purpose  of  the  commandment  be 
fulfilled,  which  was  to  dry  up  the  bitter  source  of  passion  in 
the  heart  which  circumstances  might  at  any  time  foster  into 
a  murderous  deed.  As  to  the  several  stages  of  condemna- 
tion, two  of  them  are  borrowed  from  the  judicial  system  of 
the  day,  and  the  third  indicates  that  the  crime  is  too  heavy 
to  be  dealt  with  by  any  human  tribunal ;  but  they  are  to  be 
taken  simply  as  expressing  the  increase  and  culmination  of 
the  guilt. 

A  similar  extension  is  given  to  the  seventh  commandment : 

^'  You  have  heard  that  it  has  been  said,  ^  Thou  shalt  not 
oommit  adultery.'  But  I  sa}'  to  3'ou  that  whoever  looks  upon 
a  woman  to  desire  her  has  already  committed  adultery  with 
her  in  his  heart." 

Here,  too,  the  will  is  taken  for  the  deed ;  evil  desire,  the 
root  of  sin,  is  struck  at,  and  its  promptings  are  condemned. 

The  nature  of  the  third  commandment  puts  it  ux)on  a 
slightly  diflferent  footing:  — 

"  Again,  you  have  heard  that  our  forefathers  were  taught, 
'  Thou  shalt  not  swear  falsely,  but  shalt  keep  the  oath  thoa 
hast  made  to  the  Lord.'  But  I  sa}'  to  30U,  Swear  not  at  all ; 
neither  by  the  heaven,  for  it  is  God's  throne ;  nor  by  the 
earth,  for  it  is  his  footstool ;  nor  by  Jerusalem,  for  it  is  the 
city  of  the  great  king.     And  swear  not  by  your  own  head, 
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for  joQ  cannot  make  a  single  hair  white  or  black.  But  let 
your  *  yes  1  *  be  yes,  and  your  '  no ! '  no ;  for  whatever  you 
say  more  comes  from  the  Evil  One." 

We  shall  return  presently  to  the  rabbinical  subtleties  to 
which  Jesus  here  refers.  We  see  at  once  that  to  his  mind  a 
commandment  forbidding  a  man  to  break  his  word  or  break 
his  oath  implied  such  a  low  state  of  morality  as  to  have  lost 
aU  significance  for  his  hearers.  So  he  substituted  a  strict 
prohibition  of  all  oaths.  To  require  an  oath  of  his  followers 
would  be  to  do  them  a  shameful  and  unmerited  wrong,  for  it 
would  imply  a  doubt  as  to  their  invincible  love  of  truth  ;  and 
for  any  of  them  to  take  an  oath  would  be  a  grievous  and  vol- 
untary act  of  humiliation,  inasmuch  as  it  would  justify  a  sus- 
picion against  their  honesty.  Even  an  emphatic  repetition 
of  their  "  yes  "  or  "  no  "  would  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  and 
intention  of  the  Master ;  and  that  is  why  we  have  followed 
the  text  of  James  ^  in  preference  to  that  of  Matthew.  To 
demand  or  to  offer  any  farther  confirmation  of  a  simple  ^'  yes  " 
or  *^  no"  appeared  to  Jesus  something  more  than  a  mere  per- 
sonal slight.  It  was  slander  against  human  nature  and  con- 
tempt of  human  kind ;  and  as  such  was  the  work  of  the  devil, 
the  result  of  his  influence  in  the  world.  At  this  point,  then, 
Jesus,  who  does  nothing  by  halves,  comes  into  direct  conflict 
with  the  Law.  Neither  that  nor  any  thing  else  can  divert  his 
steady  gaze  from  the  realization  of  his  ideal  of  society. 

But  tiie  contrast  is  far  sharper  yet  when  he*  attacks  the 
principle  of  the  Mosaic  penal  code :  — 

"  You  have  heard  that  it  has  been  said,  *  An  eye  for  an 
eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth.'  Bht  I  say  to  you.  Resist  not 
the  evil-doer ;  but  if  any  one  strikes  you  on  tke  right  cheek, 
torn  the  left  cheek  to  him  also ;  and  if  any  one  tl^eatens  to 
go  to  law  to  take  your  shirt  from  you,  let  him  have  your  coat 
too ;  and  if  any  one  presses  you  for  a  mile,  carry  his  baggage 
two  miles  for  him." 

The  first  Grospel  weakens  the  passage  by  adding  a  saying 
that  may  be  genuine,  but  if  so  was  certainly  not  uttered  on 
this  occasion :  ^*-  Give  to  him  that  asks  of  you,  and  turn  not 
away  from  him  who  would  borrow  of  you."  These  additional 
words  simply  enjoin  benevolence  and  generosity,  whereas 
the  real  contrast  aims  at  nothing  less  than  attacking  the 
whole  principle  of  retaliation.  That  is  to  say,  it  overthrows 
the  very  foundation  of  divine  and  human  right  upon  which 
Jewish  society  was  built !  It  is  true  of  course  that  we  are 
1  James  v.  12. 
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not  to  take  the  precepts  literally.  To  follow  out  the  first  of 
them  to  the  letter  would  be  intensely  aggravating  instead  of 
sootl.ing.  But  the  general  commandment  not  to  return  evil 
for  CA  il,  but  rather  to  endure  ever}'^  outrage  quietly  and  push 
submission  to  its  utmost  limits,  was  certainly  meant  to  be 
obeyed  in  the  strictest  and  widest  sense.  When  inclined  to 
call  it  humiliating  or  impossible  to  carry  out  such  a  princi- 
ple, we  ought  to  remember  that  to  exclude  the  least  thought 
.of  anger,  impatience,  orvindictiveness,  when  we  are  ill-treated, 
shows  no  want  of  spirit,  but  the  very  Jiighest  exercise  of  moral 
power.  And  again,  there  is  so  much  inherent  and  intrinsic 
gcK>dness  deep  down  in  human  nature  that  true  gentleness 
must  put  the  evil-doer  to  shame,  and  make  him  loathe  his 
own  wickedness.  In  a  word,  the  evil  in  the  world  cannot  be 
overcome  by  evil,  but  only  by  good  ;  and  social  order  would 
al  least  be  better  maintained  by  such  conduct  as  that  laid 
down  by  Jesus  than  by  penal  laws  and  houses  of  correction. 

How  thoroughly  Jesus  was  in  earnest  in  this  and  his  other 
demands  appears  from  one  concluding  contrast  between  the 
old  and  the  new  principles.  Here  he  comes  to  the  verj'  root 
of  the  moral  life,  —  namely,  faith  in  God,  —  and  to  the  deepest, 
that  is  the  religious,  principle  which  must  regulate  the  rela- 
tions of  men  to  one  another ;  and  here  he  gives  expression  to 
the  hardest  demand  of  the  most  exalted  virtue :  — 

"  You  have  heard  that  it  has  been  said,  '  Love  your  neigh- 
bor and  hate  your  enemy.'  But  I  say  to  you,  Love  your 
enemies  and  pray  for  them  that  persecute  you,  that  you  may 
be  sons  of  the  heavenly  Father  who  makes  his  sun  rise  on  the 
evil  and  the  good,  and  sends  his  rain  to  the  just  and  the 
unjust. 

*'  Be  perfect,  therefore,  as  your  heavenly  Father  is  perfect ! " 

Here  Jesus  pushes  the  difference  of  principle  that  separated 
his  teaching  from  Judaism  to  its  utmost  limits ;  raises  the 
demands  of  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom  to  the  highest  i>oint ; 
and,  by  laying  down  such  a  course  of  action  and  pointing  to 
such  a  goal  for  himself  and  others,  unconsciously  places  his 
own  exalted  character  in  the  strongest  possible  light. 

We  must  try  to  understand  this  saying  fully.  The  last  line 
forms  a  conclusion  of  surpassing  beauty  to  the  final  contrast^ 
ard  therefore  to  the  whole  series  that  reaches  its  cUmax  in  it ; 
but  Matthew  inserts  just  before  it,  ''For  if  3'ou  love  those 
that  love  you,  what  reward  have  you?  Even  the  very  publi- 
cans do  the  same.  And  if  you  onty  greet  your  brothers,  what 
is  that  to  boast  of?    The  very  heathen  themselves  do  the 
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same."  These  additional  words  are  evidently  misplaced,  nor 
are  thej  strung  to  nearly  so  high  a  pitch  as  the  saying  they 
mterrupt  and  weaken.  *'  Your  brothers"  and  "  the  heathen," 
however,  are  really  the  classes  to  which  Jesus  refers  as 
"your  neighbor"  and  *'3'our  enemy,"  and  this  maybe  the 
reason  why  the  passage  was  inserted  here.  Luke  did  not  at 
all  understand  the  saying,  but  interpreted  "  neighbor"  and 
"enemy"  in  a  narrower  sense,  and  supposed  that  Jesus  was 
dwelling  on  one  of  the  many  duties  which  were  already  recog- 
nized by  Jew  and  heathen  ;  namel}',  the  duty  of  loving  one's 
personal  enemies  and  returning  good  for  evil.  On  this 
Biipposition  he  worked  out  the  saying  as  follows:  — 

*'But  to  you  that  hear  I  saj',  Love  your  enemies,  do  good 
to  them  that  hate  you,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  pray  for 
them  that  malign  and  persecute  you.  .  .  .  For  if  you  do  goo<l 
to  them  that  do  good  to  you,  what  thanks  do  you  deserve  ? 
Kvcn  sinners  do  the  same.  And  if  you  lend  to  those  of  whom 
30U  hope  to  borrow,  what  thanks  do  you  deserve ?  Even  sin- 
ners lend  each  other  money  in  hopes  of  the  favor  being  re- 
tnmed.  But  you  must  love  yoiu-  enemies  and  do  good,  and 
lend  without  hoping  for  auN'  return  ;  then  your  reward  wiH  be 
great,  and  you  will  be  sons  of  the  Most  High ;  for  he  is  gra- 
cious even  to  the  unthankful  and  the  wicked.  Be  mercilld, 
then,  even  as  3'our  Father  is  merciful !  " 

What  Jesus  really  meant  was  something  very  different  and 
much  more  than  this.  He  was  announcing  his  new  religious 
principle  of  moral  life  in  all  its  breadth.  The  Jewish  religion 
insisted  on  religious  hatred ;  but  Jesus  requires  love  which, 
like  the  love  of  ftod,  regards  no  difference  of  faith.  It  was 
not  too  much  to  say  that  hitherto  the  Israelite  had  been  com- 
pelled to  i-egard  it  as  a  stern  and  sacred  duty  towards  his  god 
to  hate  his  enem^*, — not,  of  course,  his  personal  enemy, 
whom  he  was  bound  to  treat  kindl}',^  but  the  enemy  of  his 
people  and  his  religion.  In  recent  times  the  Scribes  had  done 
their  best  to  impress  this  duty  in  still  sharper  forms  upon  the 
people.  Indeed,  the  whole  of  the  Old  Testament,  with  a  very 
few  exceptions,^  breathes  a  spirit  of  love  to  fellow-countrymen 
and  fellow-believers  (neighbors),*  but  of  hatred  and  ven- 
geance against  the  heathen  (or  enemies) .  This  hatred  was 
not  only  allowed  but  required  of  all  right-thinking  people.* 

1  Exodus  xxiii.  4,  6;  Prorerbs  xxv.  2L 

*  Bath  and  Jonah.   See  vol.  ii.  chap.  xix.  p.  590.        '  Leviticns  six.  17,  IS. 

*  PBalm  cxxxix.  21,  22 ;  compare  e.g,  Deuteronomy  vii.  2 ;  Jeremiah  xlvi. 
10;  Psalin  cxxxvii.7-9;  Nehemiah  xiii.  2S,  29,  et  $eq.\  and  vol.  ii.  chap.  xxix. 

p.  aos. 
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Jesus,  on  the  other  hand,  was  not  content  with  such  a  self- 
conquest  or  such  a  degree  of  moral  culture  as  ma}'  be  needed 
to  love  a  mere  personal  enemy.  He  knew  the  danger  of  a 
religious  man  feeling  jadtifled  in  hating,  ot  even  bound  to 
hate,  those  whose  enmity  he  had  incurred  for  God's  sake ; 
and  so  he  insists  that  national  and  religious  hate  must  ncA'er 
be  regarded  as  a  demand  of  faith,  or  as  praiseworthy  zeal  for 
God,  but  that  his  disciple  must  imitate  the  divine  example, 
and  love  those  that  hate  jjrod,  —  love  the  idolatrous  and  the 
unrighteous  with  a  love  so  deep  and  strong  that  he  must  needs 
pra}'  for  the  very  men  that  are  persecuting  his  people  and  his 
faith  !  For  the  heathen,  for  the  hated  Romans,  for  the  wor- 
shippers of  demons,  for  the  haughty*  oppressors,  he  must  pray 
for  very  love  !.  In  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan  we  have 
a  picture  of  such  love ;  or  rather  we  are  shown  how  humanity 
overthrows  the  walls  of  separation  which  tradition,  descent, 
and  dogmatic  faith  have  raised,  and  makes  a  neighbor  of  the 
national  and  religious  foe.^ 

On  what  did  Jesus  base  his  high  command?  ^'  As  a  man 
IS,  so  is  his  god  ;  "  but  again,  ^^  As  a  man  believes  his  god  to 
be,  so  does  he  CK)nceive  of  his  duty/'  77ie  God  of  Jesus  was 
not  the  God  of  the  Old  Testament.  Jesus  had  felt  in  his  heai-t 
what  he  saw  reflected  in  the  impartial  bounty  of  Nature ;  as 
rain  and  sunshine  moistened  and  fostered  the  land  of  the 
wicked  and  the  good,  of  the  heathen  and  the  Jew  alike,  so 
had  he  felt  in  his  heart  that  God's  love  extended,  unrestrained 
and  impartial,  without  distinction  and  without  exception,  to 
all  his  creatures. 

'*  Be  perfect,  therefore,  as  your  heavenly  Father  is  per- 
fect!" 

Perfect  in  love  as  bearing  the  image  of  €rod,  as  followers 
of  him,  as  his  own  sons  and  daughters !  This  is  a  far  other 
and  far  higher  command  than  the  old  one :  ^^  Be  holy,  for  I, 
Yahweh,  your  god,  am  holy ! "  For  this  command — the  com- 
plete and  true  epitome  of  the  Law  and  the  whole  religion  of 
Israel  —  was  confined  to  Israel  alone;  and,  moreover,  true 
perfection  consists  in  love  rather  than  holiness.  The  com- 
mand of  Jesus,  then,  is  higher,  —  and  yet  it  is  the  same.  For 
the  saying  of  Jesus  brings  out  what  was  implied  in  the  old 
comtiand,  —  applies  it  wi^out  reserve,  and  for  the  first  time 
realizes  it. 

That  saying  is  his  eternal  glory.  We  regard  it  as  the 
highest  truth  that  ever  passed  the  lips  of  man.  It  is  the 
1  Luke  X.  29-37.    See  also  cluip.  xxiv.  p.  293  of  this  Tolome. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JBSUS   AND   THB  RELIGION   OF  HIS   PEOPLE.  231 

great  all-oomprehending  truth.  The  mere  fact  that  Jesus 
uttered  it  would  not  in  itself  be  so  great  a  glory  to  hnn  had 
he  not  first  exacted  from  himself  what  he  now  demanded  of 
his  disciples.  Nor  did  he  leave  it  as  an  abstract  principle ; 
but  he  applied  it  unconditionally  to  the  various  relations  and 
circumstances  of  life.  In  his  own  conscience  he  read  the 
commandment  to  be  perfect  after  the  highest  type  of  perfee 
tion,  and  in  his  life  he  fulfilled  it. 

These  words  give  the  death-blow  to  human  pride.  With 
such  a  calling  how  can  we  speak  of  merit,  of  self-satisfac- 
lion,  of  reward?  Such  thoughts  were  the  canker  of  Jewish 
piety ;  but  liston  how  Jesus  would  replace  them  :  ^  "  Which 
of  you  that  has  h  slave  at  the  plough  or  in  the  pastui*e-land  will 
Bay  to  him  when  he  comes  home  from  the  field,  '  Come  quick 
and  lie  down  with  me  at  table ! '  Surely  he  would  rather  say, 
'  Get  my  meal  ready,  and  wait  upon  me,  and  when  I  have  done, 
3'ou  may  have  something  to  eat  and  drink  3*ourself.'  And 
does  he  thank  the  slave  for  doing  as  he  was  told  ?  Even  so, 
when  you  have  done  all  that  is  commanded  3"ou,  you  ought 
to  say,  '  We  are  unworthy'  servants,  we  have  but  done  what 
we  were  bound  to  do.' "  Such  is  the  natural  expression  of 
the  deep  humility  roused  by  the  calling  to  be  perfect,  even  as 
the  heavenlj'  Father  is  perfect. 

And  yet  how  these  same  words  exalt  us  I  What  noble 
powers,  what  lofty  worth,  must  that  being  have  who  can 
make  such  a  demand  of  himself ;  who  can  climb  up  to  such  a 
destiny !  It  is  man's  patent  of  nobility,  the  proof  of  the  true 
divinity  of  his  nature  ! 

Now  that  we  have  come  to  the  end  of  our  account  of  the 
attitude  that  Jesus  took  up  towards  the  religion  of  his  people, 
let  us  glance  back  over  the  ground  we  have  traversed. 

The  Grospels  never  mention  that  Jesus  oflfered  a  feast  or 
thank-offering,  or  made  a  vow,  a  pilgrimage  to  the  temple, 
or  an  oflering  of  purification  to  remove  any  ceremonial  un- 
cleanness.  But  our  accounts  are  so  imperfect  that  we  have 
purposely  abstained  from  drawing  any  inferences  fVom  a  fact 
that  may  after  all  be  accidental. 

Our  conclusions  may  be  summed  up  in  the  celebrated 
words  from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount:  ''Th\nk  not  that  I 
am  come  to  destroy  the  Law  or  the  Prophets  ;  I  am  not  come 
to  destroy,  but  to  fulfil."  This  saying  is  generally  chosen  as 
the  starting  point  for  an  examination  of  the  attitude  taken  up 

1  Luke  xvii.  7-10. 
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b}^  Jesus  with  regard  to  the  religion  of  his  people.  We  have 
not  made  such  a  use  of  it,  though  we  have  already  referred 
to  and  explained  it ;  ^  for  in  itself  it  is  too  ambiguous  to  give 
us  much  light,  and  it  is  only  in  connection  with  the  five  con- 
trasts that  its  meaning  becomes  clear.  Besides,  it  is  rather 
doubtfbl  whether  the  sa3'ing  is  genuine.  For  the  words 
"Think  not"  imply  that  there  were  some  of  his  followers 
who  supposed  that  he  did  intend  to  destroy  the  Law  and  .he 
Prophets,  —  that  is  to  say,  to  reject  the  divine  revelation  ut- 
terly, and  sweep  away  the  whole  religion  of  Israel ;  and  we 
can  hardly  believe  that  this  was  the  case.  The  saying  can 
only  be  defended  as  autlientic  on  the  supposition  that  it  was 
uttered  by  Jesus  in  answer  to  the  accusations  of  his  enemies, 
towards  the  close  of  his  life.  But  whether  authentic  or  not, 
it  exactly  describes  the  position  of  Jesus  with  regard  to  the 
Law  and  the  Prophets. 

And  now  we  have  the  key  in  our  hands  to  reconcile  the 
contradictions  which  we  began  our  last  chapter  by  enumerat- 
ing. Since  Jesus  had  few  points  of  sympathy  and  man^- 
points  of  conflict  and  hostility  with  the  piet}^  of  his  contem- 
poraries, it  is  eas}'  to  understand  his  being  put  to  death  as  a 
heretic ;  for  his  new  principle  of  life  struck  at  the  very  root 
of  Israel's  religion.  But  inasmuch  as  he  was  himself  an 
Israelite  heart  and  soul;  inasmuch  as  he  appealed  to  his 
great  predecessors,  believed  himself  to  be  simplj  bringing  out 
the  true  spirit  of  the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  abolished  no 
religious  forms,  never  gave  a  dogmatic  form  to  his  principles, 
and  still  less  worked  them  out  into  a  doctrinal  system,  —  we 
can  almost  understand  how  his  very  Apostles  might  after- 
wards, under  a  combination  of  unfavorable  circumstances, 
succumb  to  Jewish  orthodoxy,  and  how  Paul  might  suppose 
that  Jesus,  born  under  the  Law,  had  suppressed  all  self-com- 
placent parade  of  liberty,  and  had  become  a  servant  of  the 
circumcision.^  And  finally,  the  result  of  the  work  of  Jesus, 
when  once  his  principles  had  taken  shape,  might  easily  be  to 
call  a  new  religion  into  life.  All  this  will  come  out  clearlj' 
as  we  go  along,  in  the  light  of  the  examination  we  have  Just 
concluded. 

About  a  centur}'  after  the  death  of  Jesus,  a  profound 
writer,  one  of  the  loftiest  spirits  of  Christian  antiquity,  gave 
the  following  emblematic  description  of  his  work :  ■  — 

Jesus  (the  word  become  flesh)  was  invited  with  his  friends 

1  See  pp.  225  ff. ;  pp.  220,  221,  230. 

*  Galatians  iv.  4;  Romans  xv.  a,  S.  *  John  ii.  1-lL 
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to  the  great  wedding  feast  (the  kingdom  of  God  at  its  com* 
menoement)  which  Sie  heavenl}-  bridegroom  (God)  had  pre- 
pared for  his  guests  (the  sons  of  Israel).  But  the  joy  of  the 
festival  was  marred  by  the  absence  of  that  wine  of  the  spirit 
which  had  flowed  in  the  days  of  the  prophets.  There  was 
nothing  but  the  water  of  religious  forms  left  now  I  So  the 
mother  of  Jesus  (the  Israelite  community  of  God)  lamented 
the  defect  to  her  great  son.  At  the  time  he  put  her  appeal 
aside ;  but  she,  knowing  what  to  expect  fh)m  him,  urged  the 
attendants  to  pay  strict  attention  to  his  words.  And  ere 
long  he  told  them  to  fill  the  six  great  vessels  of  stone  (that 
stood  there  to  meet  the  requirements  of  Levitical  purity)  up 
to  the  brim  with  water,  and  then  to  draw  it  off  and  take  it  to 
the  steward.  The  water  was  turned  into  wine !  Instead  of 
forms  he  gave  the  spirit ;  for  life  according  to  the  Law  he 
substituted  that  free  love  of  God  which  is  the  life  of  the 
spirit.  And  not  only  did  he  cause  this  spiritual  life  that  had 
dried  up  and  died  to  flow  forth  in  inexhaustible  abundance, 
but  he  made  it  so  much  nobler  than  it  had  been  in  the  old 
days  of  the  prophets  that  the  steward,  who  knew  not  whence 
this  new  wine  came,  expressed  his  surprise  to  the  bridegroom 
that  he  had  set  the  poorer  wine  before  them  flrst  and  had 
kept  back  this  noble  vintage  till  the  end.  The  joy  of  the 
wedding  feast  was  now  secure ;  the  kingdom  of  God  would 
win  its  way ;  the  future  was  assured  I  Water  was  turned 
into  wine ;  tiie  s}'mbols  of  the  old  dispensation  were  facts 
under  the  new ;  the  formal  religion  of  the  Law  was  super- 
seded by  the  spiritual  religion,  by  the  living  piety  of  love ! 
This  was  the  first  great  sign  that  Jesus  gave,  the  revelation 
of  his  divine  glory.  Henceforth  his  true  disciples  believed 
ID  him. 
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Chapter  XVm. 

THE  PROPHET  IN  HIS  NATIVE  PLACK 

I.UM  IV.  16-80;  Matthew  XIII.  64-68;  Mark  111.  20,  21,  Sl-^.i 

IT  is  Saturdaj'  morning,  and  the  sun  is  shining  brightl}'  on 
the  houses  of  the  lovely  Nazareth,  nestling  among  their 
vines  and  olive  trees.  The  people  of  the  place,  in  scattered 
groups,  are  turning  their  steps  to  the  s^^nagogue  at  the  city 
gate.  It  is  even  fuller  than  usual  to  day,  for  the  report  has 
already  spread  among  the  villagers  that  their  former  towns- 
man, Jesus  the  son  of  Joseph,  who  has  been  so  much  talked 
about  of  late,  is  at  last  going  to  speak  in  his  own  city  for 
once! 

Let  us  go  in.  The  appointed  section  of  the  Law  has  been 
read,  and  a  passage  from  the  Prophets  is  to  follow.  And  now 
Jesus,  upon  whom  all  thoughts  are  fixed,  rises  from  his  place 
to  signify  his  wish  to  read.  The  attendant  takes  a  roll  from 
the  chest  and  gives  it  him.  It  is  the  book  of  Isaiah.  It  opens 
at  that  consoling  prophecy  of  the  mission  and  the  work  of  the 
servant  of  Yahweh,  and  Jesus  reads  aloud.  As  the  well- 
known  words  drop  fiom  his  lips,  they  seem  to  gain  a  special 
power  and  a  deeper  meaning:  ^^The  spirit  of  the  Lord  is 
upon  me,  for  He  has  anointed  me  to  bring  glad  tidings  to  the 
poor ;  He  has  sent  me  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and 
sight  to  the  blind ;  to  rescue  them  that  are  bruised ;  to  preach 
a  blessed  year  of  the  Lord."  .  .  .  And  here  he  stopped, 
for  he  could  not  follow  the  prophet  who  addressed  the  cap- 
tives in  Babylon  any  farther;  he  could  not  follow  him  in 
describing  the  time  when  Yahweh  should  make  manifest  his 
love  to  his  people,  as  *'  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God."  * 

Then  he  rolled  up  the  book,  gave  it  back  to  the  attendant, 
and,  while  perfect  silence  and  strained  attention  reigned  in  the 
synagogue,  sat  down  to  speak  about  the  passage  he  had  read  : 
'*  To-day  this  prophecy  is  fulfilled  in  your  ears."  Does  Jesus 
mean  to  say  that  he  is  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  the  prophet 
sent  by  God  to  fulfil  these  glorious  promises  of  the  Messianic 
age?    He  does !    Only  hear  how  he  dwells  upon  his  mission 

1  Mark  vi.1-6;  Matthew  xii.  46-50;  Luke  viii.  19-21. 
>  jMiab  Ixi.  1,  9.    See  also  vol.  ii.  chap.  xii.  p.  435 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  PROPIIET   IN  HIS   NATIVE   PLACE.  23A 

EDd  the  task  of  his  life,  upon  his  expectations  and  his  divine 
certainty  that  thej  are  not  vain,  upon  himself  and  all  that  ho 
has  gone  through !  —  for  here,  in  his  native  cit3',  he  cannot  help 
spe^ng  of  things  that  he  passes  over  in  silence  elsewhere  ; 
upon  the  blessings  of  the  great  deliverance  that  is  drawing 
near. 

He  ceases,  and  a  murmur  of  approval  rises  on  every  side. 
There  is  but  one  thought  expressed  in  every  eye  and  upon 
every  face:  *'Howwonderfhl  I  How  beautiful ! "  But  this  and 
all  other  impressions  are  lost  the  next  moment  in  sheer  amaze- 
ment! Who  would  ever  have  expected  this  of  him?  And 
see,  the  people  are  all  bending  their  heads  together  and 
whispering,  ''  Surely  this  can't  be  Joseph's  son !  How  is  it 
possible?" 

And  is  this  all  that  his  former  fellow-townsmen  have  to  say 
to  the  prophet's  message  ?  —  not  a  single  question  ?  not  a  single 
vow?  not  a  single  cry  of  sacred  inspiration  or  of  fervent 
thanksgiving  to  God  from  end  to  end  of  the  synagogue? 
Dull  of  heart,  superficial  and  unbelieving,  they  could  not  un- 
derstand him.  He  begins  again,  but  now  there  is  a  sternness 
in  his  voice  that  was  not  there  before.  "  No  doubt  3'ou  will 
remind  me  of  the  proverb,  *Ph3'sician,  heal  thyself!  Before 
you  look  after  others,  look  after  your  own  authority  as  a  pro- 
phet here  I  We  hear  that  you  have  done  wonders  in  Caper- 
naum, do  as  much  here  in  30ur  own  city ! '  "  Then,  after  a 
moment's  silence,  he  adds,  to  show  that  he  was  prepared  for 
Buch  a  reception :  "I  tell  you,  a  prophet  is  never  honored  in 
his  native  place.  Be  assured  that  in  Elijah's  da^'s,  when  there 
was  a  drought  for  three  years  and  a  half,  and  a  fearful  uni- 
versal famine,  there  were  many  poor  widows  in  Israel ;  yet 
Elijah  was  not  sent  to  one  of  them,  but  to  a  heathen  widow 
at  Sarepta,  near  Sidon.  And  in  the  time  of  the  prophet 
Elisha  there  were  lepers  enough  in  Israel;  3'et  not  one  of 
them,  but  only  Naaman  the  Syrian,  was  cleansed." 

Fierce  cries  and  protests  interrupt  him,  and  he  can  say  no 
more.  Is  that  the  way  of  prophets,  then?  —  to  neglect  their 
own  townspeople  and  countrjTnen  for  strangers?  What  in- 
tolerable arrogance  !  Indignation  seizes  the  whole  assembly, 
and  they  are  resolved  to  a  man  not  to  let  such  things  be 
said  witii  Impunity.  They  start  fi*om  their  seats,  rush  upon 
Jesus,  and  fill  the  place  with  tumult  and  conf\ision.  '^  Drive 
him  out  of  the  city!"  "Hurl  him  from  the  cliff!"  they 
shriek ;  and  the  fierce  rabble  drags  him  through  the  city  gate, 
and  up  the  mountain,  to  the  top  of  an  almost  perpendicular 
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precipice,  intending  to  cast  him  headlong  dowr.  But  he 
passes  calml}'  through  the  raging  crowd  as  though  they  had 
been  suddenly  struck  blind,  and  departs  from  the  unbelieving 
cit}'  of  his  birth. 

However  far  fix)m  credible  this  story  in  its  present  form 
may  be,  it  is  certainly  remarkably  clear  and  graphic.  Nor  is 
this  its  only  merit.  It  has  great  value  as  exemplifying  one 
of  the  methods  of  teaching  adopted  by  Jesus.  And  again,  all 
the  sayings  it  attributes  to  him  bear  the  stamp  of  authenticity. 
In  the  first  place,  as  to  the  text  of  his  discourse,  we  know 
from  other  sources  ^  that  he  had  a  great  admiration  for  the 
book  of  Isaiah,  and  that  in  the  servant  of  Yahweh  especially 
he  recognized  his  own  image,  or  rather  an  indication  of  his 
own  work.  Again,  Luke  can  hardly  have  invented  the  fact 
that  Jesus  was  taunted  with  the  proverb,  *' Physician,  heal 
thyself! "  for  he  obviously'  misunderstandsits  application  him- 
self, and  therefore  puts  a  false  interpretation  of  it  into  the 
mouth  of  Jesus.  In  its  true  sense  it  is  so  thoroughly  natural 
on  the  lips  of  the  Nazarenes !  Though  they  could  not  point 
to  the  smallest  imperfection  in  the  character  of  Jesus,  yet  they 
muttered,  ^*  Let  him  look  nearer  home  before  beginning  to 
treat  us  as  sick  men  that  need  his  help !  He  seems  to  think 
there  is  no  room  for  improvement  in  himself!  '*  It  is  just  the 
way  of  shallow  natures,  when  stirred  to  envy  and  malice,  be- 
cause a  man  whom  they  regarded  as  simply  one  of  themselves 
has  shot  far,  far  above  them !  Lastly,  ^e  citation  of  the  ex- 
amples set  by  Elijah  and  Elisha  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
use  which  Jesus  made  of  history,  and  with  his  later  opinions 
concerning  his  people. 

But  there  are  many  difficulties.  This  can  hardly  have  been 
the  real  occasion  upon  which  Jesus  reminded  his  hearers  of 
the  privileges  granted  to  heathen,  for  they  have  no  bearing 
on  his  subject.  And  Luke  is  certainly  quite  wrong  in  putting 
this  visit  to  Nazareth  at  the  beginning  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus, 
before  his  settlement  at  Capernaum.  Indeed,  he  contradicts 
himself  in  this.'  Finally,  the  concluding  scene,  with  the  mur- 
derous and  inexplicable  fury  of  the  citizens  and  the  miracu- 
lous escape  of  Jesus,  is  a  pure  fiction.  But  the  mistake  is 
made  on  purpose,  and  the  fiction  has  a  meaning.  The  Evan- 
gelist wished  to  give  a  single  typical  sketch  of  the  reception 
Jesus  met  with  at  the  hands  of  his  people  and  of  his  rejection 
by  the  men  of  his  own  country,  which  proved  such  a  bless^ 

1  See,  for  example,  pp.  94, 197,  210,  et  seq. 
3  Compare  Luke  iv.  23  with  verse  31. 
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ing  to  the  heathen.  The  scene  which  thus  foreshadowed  the 
fntnre  was  naturally  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  career  of 
Jesus.  The  simple  and  trustworthy  tradition  which  is  still 
preserved  by  Afatthew  and  Mark  of  the  reception  given  to 
Jesus  by  his  former  townsmen  lent  itself  admirably  to  the 
purpose  of  Luke,  and  accordingly  he  adopted  it  with  such 
additions  and  modifications  as  his  special  object  suggested. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  genuine  historical  account,  just 
alluded  to,  of  the  appearance  of  Jesus  in  his  native  place. 
We  gain  some  such  idea  of  what  took  place  as  follows :  — 

When  he  had  made  a  deep  impression  at  Capernaum  and 
elsewhere,  and  had  labored  for  some  time,  especially  in  the 
land  of  Gennesareth,  Jesus  determined  to  visit  Nazareth 
and  preach  the  kingdom  of  God  there  also.  We  can  under- 
stand why  he  long  deferred  his  intention,  and  shrank  from 
carrying  it  out  even  now.  He  did  not  disguise  the  fact  that 
his  native  place  promised  him  but  small  success ;  and  there, 
of  all  places,  whore  his  own  relatives  and  fellow-townsmen 
were  concerned,  failure  would  be  most  painful.  But  these 
forebodings  must  not  hold  him  back.  Now  that  he  had  es- 
tablished his  fame  as  a  prophet  or  teacher  of  the  people 
elsewhere,  he  must  make  the  attempt.  He  could  no  longer 
hold  himself  guiltless,  if  the  men  of  his  native  city  did  not 
hear  the  glad  tidings  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

So  he  extended  one  of  his  journeys  with  the  Twelve  beyond 
the  usual  limits.  He  left  the  shores  of  the  lake  at  Magdala, 
turned  inland  by  Bcth-Arbeel  and  the  Horns  of  Chattin,  passed 
Tabor  on  his  left  hand,  and  so  reached  the  little  city  in  which 
he  had  passed  his  childhood,  liis  youth,  and  indeed  all  his  life 
till  within  the  last  few  months.^  What  conflicting  emotions 
came  over  him  when  he  saw  once  more  the  familiar  scenes  of 
his  work  and  play,  his  contemplation,  and  his  praj^er !  What 
a  change  had  taken  place  in  this  short  time,  not  in  the  place 
or  the  people,  indeed,  but  in  himself!  How  would  he  fare 
amidst  them  now  ? 

Of  course  he  went  to  his  mother's  house,  and  probably 
stayed  there  several  days.  He  had  never  been  there  since  he 
began  his  work ;  and  now,  alas !  he  found  not  what  he  had 
longed  for  so  fervently.  He  found  no  heart  open  to  receive 
his  gospel.  The  very  fact  that  it  was  his  gospel  was  an  in- 
■uperable  obstacle  to  it.  Not  that  his  mother,  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  married  or  single,  and  his  other  relatives  who 
1  See  the  plan  in  Map  Y. 
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lived  at  Nazareth  ever  thought  of  withdrawing  their  afTection 
and  esteem  from  him ;  but  they  expressed  their  surprise  at 
his  assuming  the  prophetic  function,  they  did  not  conceal 
their  disapproval  of  his  actions,  they  showed  no  sjTnpathy 
when  he  spoke  of  his  mission;  in  short,  they  gave  him  a 
thousand  proofs  that  they  did  not  understand  him.  They 
were  far  too  much  accustomed  to  him,  had  too  often  seen 
him  go  in  and  out,  seen  him  work  and  rest,  eat  and  drinks  to 
be  able  to  look  on  him  as  a  prophet.  The  same  blindness 
which  had  prevented  them  from  expecting  an}'  thing  from 
him  before,  prevented  their  believing  in  him  now.  Perhaps, 
too,  some  of  them,  especially  so  strict  a  Jew  as  James  for 
instance,  could  hardly  brook  his  free  opinions  and  mode  of 
life.  So  he  met  with  no  appreciation,  no  enthusiasm,  no  faith  ; 
and  such  faint  hopes  as  he  had  ever  entertained  were  dashed 
to  the  ground. 

He  felt  that  this  grievous  disapi)ointment  at  home  was  but 
a  sample  of  what  he  might  expect  from  his  townspeople  in 
general.  When  the  Sabbath  broke,  he  went  to  the  sj^agogue 
—  with  what  feelings  we  may  partly  guess.  For  twenty,  per- 
haps thirty,  years  in  succession  he  had  gone  there  diligentl}', 
week  b}-  week,  to  receive  instruction  in  the  Scripture ;  and 
now  he  came  with  the  fulfilment  of  the  Law  and  the  Prophets 
in  his  heart  and  upon  his  lips.  Must  it,  could  it,  be  in  vain  ? 
He  preached  with  all  his  constraining  beauty  and  power,  and 
all  who  heard  were  filled  with  amazement  when  he  ceased. 
"  How  comes  he"  said  they,  "  by  all  this  wisdom  and  power? 
Is  he  not  Joseph  the  carpenter's  son,  whose  mother  Marj^  is 
still  living,  and  whose  brothers  James  and  Joseph  and  Simon 
and  Judas  are  settled  here  in  the  town,  and  all  his  sisters 
too  ?  Where  should  he  get  this  wisdom  from  ?  "  And  there- 
upon one  was  vexed  as  if  he  had  been  injured,  and  another 
was  ftill  of  r/)ntempt.  But  Jesus  was  prepared  for  his  recep- 
tion, and  simplj'  said,  "  A  prophet  is  honored  everywhere 
except  in  his  native  city,  and  by  his  own  relatives,  and  in  his 
own  home ! "  He  could  do  nothing ;  or,  as  the  Evangelists 
express  it,  intending  the  words  to  be  taken  literally :  "  He 
healed  but  verj^  few  sick  people  there.  He  could  not  do  more, 
because  of  their  unbelief.  Then  he  went  and  preached  in  the 
surrounding  places."  The  Nazarenes  did  but  furnish  an  ex- 
ample of  the  common  want  of  insight  which  never  can  pierce 
below  the  surface  of  tilings.  They  knew  the  prophet's  oiigin, 
and  of  course  that  origin  failed  to  explain  how  there  could  be 
any  thing  remarkable  in  him  ;  and  their  superficial  prejudices 
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prevented  them  from  believing  in  any  thing  they  could  not 
accoant  for.  As  for  originality  and  the  summons  from  on 
high,  they  had  no  conception  of  it,  —  at  least  not  in  the  case 
of  one  whom  they  had  known  as  a  little  child,  whom  they  had 
seen  as  he  grew  up  learning  his  lessons  or  plajing,  and  then 
taking  to  his  trade  and  executing  orders.  How  could  he  be 
a  prophet,  and  the  herald  of  the  kingdom  of  God?  No,  no ! 
they  knew  who  he  was  and  were  not  to  be  imposed  upon. 
And  to  this  day  the  ordinary  run  of  mankind  judge  by  the 
same  kind  of  purely  accidental  circumstance.  No  height 
of  moral  grandeur  will  convince  them  that  those  with  whom 
they  are  familiar  are  any  thing  but  ver}'  ordinary  sort  of 
people.  * 

Jesus,  as  we  have  seen,  complained  not  only  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen,  but  also  of  the  members  of  his  own  famil3\  Did 
a  definite  breach  take  place  before  he  left  Nazareth?  All 
we  know  is  that  the  natural  affection,  the  ties  of  kindred, 
remained  unbroken  ;  but  his  relatives'  want  of  sympathy  with 
him  in  his  highest  and  holiest  life,  their  want  of  faith  in  his 
mission  and  his  pi'eaching,  caused  a  sense  of  alienation  to 
spring  up,  and  made  him  feel  that  a  chasm  yawned  between 
himself  and  them.  Sufficient  evidence  of  this  appears  soon 
afterwards.  Jesus  had  returned  to  Capernaum  and  was  again 
surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  admiring  disciples  and  dogged  by 
saspicious  observers.  He  was  speaking  in  his  own  house, 
and  was  surrounded  b}'  so  many  hearers  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  any  one  outside  to  approach  him,  when  he  was  dis- 
turbed by  a  flutter  among  his  hearers,  man}'  of  whom  looked 
towards  the  door.  Then  some  one  said",  "Master!  your 
mother  and  your  brothers  are  there  outside,  and  wish  to  speak 
to  you."  What  could  have  made  them  come  ?  It  can  have 
been  nothing  but  anxious  affection  for  the  son  or  brother 
they  sought.  In  those  days  such  an  expedition  —  one  long, 
or  two  short,  days'  journey  —  was  not  undertaken  without 
Bome  weighty  reason.  Mark  declares  that  they  had  heaid  of 
Jesns  being  so  constantly  engaged  in  teaching  or  in  conver- 
sation with  those  who  came  to  him  that  he  did  not  even  al- 
low himself  time  for  meals ;  and  says  that  upon  this  they  set 
out  to  get  hold  of  him  and  bring  him  back  to  Nazareth,  hop- 
ing that  in  the  family  circle,  under  the  old  roof,  he  might  quiet 
down  a  little  and  come  to  himself;  for  they  said,  "  He  is  be- 
side himself! "  Did  their  misunderstanding  of  him  really  go 
•o  far?    Matthew  does  not  mention  this ;  and  we  are  left  in 
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doubt  whether  it  was  he  who  omitted  it  as  too  shocking  to 
record,  or  Mark  who  inserted  it.  In  the  latter  case  it  may 
have  been  suggested  by  an  accusation  afterwards  uiged  against 
Paul.*  At  any  rate,  Jesus  himself  bears  unanswerable  testi- 
mony to  the  fact  that  however  praiseworthy  and  affectionate 
their  motive  ma}'  have  seemed  at  first  sight  it  was  not  the 
true  motive  of  interest  in  his  work  ;  and  the}*  came  not  to  help 
but  to  thwart  him.  When  he  heard  that  they  were  there,  and 
that  seeing  no  chance  of  gaining  access  to  him  they  were 
anxious  that  he  should  come  out  to  them,  he  refused  to  com- 
ply. Nay,  his  answer  gave  an  undisguised  expression  to  the 
feeling  of  deep  sadness  and  the  sense  of  pain  which  the  words 
"  your  mother  and  your  brothers  "  had  caused  him.  "  Who 
are  my  mother  and  brothers?"  he  cried.  And  then,  looking 
round  with  deep  affection  and  stretching  out  his  hand  over 
the  disciples  that  sat  about  him,  he  added,  '*  These  are  my 
mother  and  my  brothers.  For  whoever  does  the  will  of  my 
heavenly  Father,  he  is  my  brother  and  sister  and  mother.** 

The  first  two  Gospels  place  this  occurrence  earlier  than  the 
visit  to  Nazareth  and  the  preaching  there ;  but  we  have  fol- 
lowed the  reverse  order,  for  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  Je- 
sus towards  the  members  of  his  family  would  be  inexplicable 
had  he  not  just  before  been  in  communication  with  them,  and 
experienced  their  inability  to  comprehend  his  work  and  their 
desire  to  hinder  it.  And  again,  if  he  visited  his  native  place 
with  even  a  faint  hope  of  success,  it  must  almost  certainly 
have  been  before  this  breach  with  his  own  relatives.  The 
order  of  the.  two  events,  however,  is  of  little  consequence. 
They  are  certainl}^  both  of  them  true ;  and  the  Ma8ter*8  two 
sayings  as  to  the  fate  of  a  prophet  in  his  native  place,  and 
as  to  his  spiritual  kin,  are  unquestionably  genuine.  The  lat- 
ter, with  its  uncompromising  exposure  of  the  deficiencies  of 
those  he  loved  so  dearly,  must  have  given  him  intense  pain 
when  he  uttered  it.  Doubtless  he  thanked  God  that  friends 
who  had  devoted  their  lives  without  reserve  to  the  kingdom 
of  God  had  filled  the  places  near  him  which  his  mother  and 
his  brothers  had  left  empty,  and  had  given  him  that  support 
and  help  which  he  had  sought  at  home  in  vain ;  but,  for  all 
that,  it  must  have  been  unspeakably  distressing  to  him  to 
push  his  dearest  relatives  still  fhrther  away  from  him.  But 
who  shall  say  with  what  tears  and  entreaties  they  had  already* 
urged  him  to  forsake  his  work,  and  warned  him  against  its 
continuance?  He  had  resisted  them.  He  had  silenced  the 
1  a  CorinthiMf  Y.  ^3;  (jompare  Mark  iii.  22,  ao. 
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▼crioe  of  natural  affection  by  the  voice  of  duty,  by  the  voice 
of  God  ;  and,  though  the  love  of  his  mother  and  his  brothers 
was  at  stake,  he  could  not  be  shaken. 

The  faith  of  so  many  disciples  might  soothe,  but  could  not 
heal,  the  wound.  And  especially  his  mother's  want  of  that 
s^-mpath}'  which  would  have  been  more  precious  from  her  than 
from  any  other  creature  must  have  given  him  the  deepest 
pain.  .  .  .  Once,*  when  he  had  been  uttering  words  to  the 
people  that  glowed  with  sacred  power,  a  woman  in  the  crowd, 
doubtless  herself  a  mother,  could  contain  her  emotion  no 
longer,  and  cried  aloud,  ''  Blessed  is  the  body  that  bore  you 
and  the  breast  that  gave  3'ou  suck  ! "  There  was  deep  and 
natural  feeling  in  the  woman's  cry ;  but  Jesus  wished  for  no 
panegyric,  and  at  once  recalled  her  attention  from  himself  to 
her  own  wants  and  her  own  calling.  At  the  same  time,  we 
can  see  that  the  exclamation  had  touched  a  tender  string  in 
his  heart.  He  knew  too  well  that  kinship  of  spirit  is  not 
alwaj's  fostered  by  kinship  of  flesh.  "Not  so! "he  an- 
swered; "but  blessed  are  they  who  receive  the  word  of 
God  and  do  it !  " 

Such  was  the  reception  from  his  relatives  and  his  former 
fellow-townsmen  which  Jesus,  with  his  fine  perceptions  and 
deep  need  of  sympathy,  had  to  encounter. 


Chapter  XIX. 

THE  RECEPTION  OF  JESUS  BY  THE  PHARISEES. 

LuM  XIV.  1,  7-15,  XV.  1,  2,  11-32,  XVIII.  ft-14,  VH.  31-.S6.2 

WE  have  already  seen  Jesus  on  several  occasions  in  com- 
pany with  the  Pharisees,  and  have  received  no  ver}' 
pleasant  impression  of  their  intercourse  with  each  other.  To 
avoid  misconception,  therefore,  we  will  enter  upon  a  more 
special  examination  of  the  treatment  Jesus  experienced  from 
the  Pharisees.  The  attitude  they  assumed  to  him  was  of  ex- 
treme importance ;  for  not  only  had  they  a  great  number  of 
avowed  supporters,  but  they  may  be  regarded  as  the  acknowl- 
edged leaders  of  the  religious  life,  of  the  day.  But  it  is  very 
difficult  to  arrive  at  certainty  on  this  subject,  for  our  £van« 
1  Luke  xi.  37, 28.  2  Matthew  xi.  16-19. 

TOI»  III.  11 
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gelists  were  strongly  prejudiced  against  the  Pharisees  on  ac- 
count of  the  final  issue  of  their  relations  to  Jesus,  and  they 
do  not  distinguish  sufllciently  between  different  times  and 
circumstances.  Again,  the  Pharisees  were  not  so  compactly 
organized  a  party  as  to  form  the  same  opinion  of  Jesus  and 
adopt  the  same  line  of  conduct  towards  him  in  every  case. 
On  the  contrary,  the}'  differed  from  each  otlier  widely  in 
these  respects.  ' 

The  first  point  to  notice  is,  that  we  find  the  Pharisees  m 
company  with  Jesus  at  a  verj'  early  period  of  his  ministry, 
and  that  they  never  withdrew  from  him  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
Whether  friendly  or  hostile,  the}'  did  at  least  feel  some  inter- 
est in  him  and  in  his  preaching.  He  had  never  to  complain 
of  indifference  on  their  part. 

It  was  far  otherwise  with  the  rival  school.  The  Sadducees 
paid  little  or  no  attention  to  Jesus.  What  did  it  matter  to 
them  that  a  certain  Galilaean  rabbi  had  appeared  and  taught? 
The  whole  thing  was  beneath  their  notice,  until  the  fancied 
danger  of  some  seditious  tumult  directed  their  attention  to 
him,  and  made  them  wish  to  put  him  out  of  the  way.  Once 
or  twice,  even  before  the  closing  period  of  his  life,  our  au- 
thorities mention  the  Sadducees,  and  also  the  political  party 
of  Herodians ;  but  this  appears  to  be  due  to  an  unintentional 
conftision.* 

As  to  the  third  school  of  Jewish  religion,  tliat  of  the  Es- 
senes,  there  is  no  ground  for  supposing  that  Jesus  ever  had 
any  connection  with  it.  Indeed,  the  Essenes  are  not  once 
mentioned  in  the  Gospels ;  and  if  the  fame  of  Jesus  ever 
reached  them,  it  failed  to  draw  them  from  their  solitude. 
Important  inferences  have  sometimes  been  drawn  from  the 
fact  that  the  Essenes  appear  to  resemble  Jesus  in  their  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  righteousness  of  the  Pharisees,  in  their 
rejection  of  animal  sacrifices,  in  remaining  unmarried,  and  in 
forbidding  oaths.*  But  these  points  of  agreement  are  ac- 
cidental ;  for  Jesus  and  the  Essenes  started  from  different 
principles,  and  in  their  main  conceptions  were  diametrically 
opposed  to  each  other.  At  any  rate,  if  Jt»sus  ever  met  them 
at  all,  it  must  have  been  before  the  beginning  of  his  public 
career,'  for  he  never  came  into  contact  with  them  afterwards. 

1  Matthew  xvi.  1,  6. 11,  12  (more  correctly  given  m  Matthew  xii.  38;  Mark 
yiii.  11;  Lake  xii.  1);  Mark  iii.  6,  viii.  15  (more  correctly  in  Matthew  xti.  14 
Luke  xii.  1). 

«  Compare  Matthew  v.  20,  23,  24,  33-37,  xix.  12. 

«  Soe  p.  100. 
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The  connection  of  Christianity  and  Esseniam  dates  only  from 
the  Apostolic  age.^ 

On  the  other  hand,  Jesiis  and  the  Pharisees  wore  In  constant 
oommunication.  They  approached  each  other  with  good- will, 
but  with  caution  and  reserve.  They  were  disposed  to  respect 
one  another,  but  held  their  judgment  suspended,  and  watched 
each  other  narrowly.  The  Pharisees,  with  their  zeal  for  re- 
ligion, and  their  keen  interest  in  ever}'  religious  phenomenon 
of  the  day,  soon  fixed  their  attention  on  the  new  preacher  of 
Xazareth.  In  his  main  purpose,  his  pursuit  of  righteousness 
and  his  longing  for  the  kingdom  of  God,  the}-  were  in  peifoct 
sj-mpathy  with  him ;  indeed,  he  was  their  disciple.*  And  if 
in  spite  of  this  they  failed  to  win  him  over  to  their  party, 
it  certainly  was  not  because  they  did  not  care  to  have  him. 
They  reix^atedlj'  invited  him  to  their  houses,  carefully  weighed 
his  words  and  deeds,  and  were  not  disposed  as  }et  absolutely 
to  condemn  his  pretensions  as  a  prophet,  though  still  less  pre- 
pared to  admit  them,  without  some  vorj'^  sufHcient  reason.* 
It  is  true  that  the  very  man  who  asked  him  to  dinner  for  the 
sake  of  conversing  with  him,  and  considered  his  claim  to  the 
prophetic  dignity  worthy  of  investigation,  might  at  the  same 
time  treat  him  with  neglect,  might  look  upon  him  with  sus- 
picion, and  might  be  prepared  to  reject  him  at  a  moment's 
notice ;  *  but  still  we  may  say  that  as  a  general  rule  the  Phar- 
isees listened  to  him  diligently,  eagerly  availed  themselves  of 
every  opportunity  of  speaking  to  him,  and  sought  his  com- 
pany at  least,  if  not  his  friendship.  If  they  freely  criticised  his 
conduct,  or  that  of  his  disciples,  it  was  no  sign  of  hostility,  but 
was  the  expression  of  natural  surprise,  or  a  necessar}*  hint  for 
his  future  guidance,  —  in  any  case  a  mark  of  interest.  Nay,  to 
the  Tery  last  some  of  them  at  least  maintained  their  friendl}' 
relation  with  him,  at  any  rate  externally ; '  and  even  when 
their  resentment  had  reached  its  climax,  they  still  observed 
the  outwaixi  forms  of  respect  and  good- will.' 

Jesus,  on  his  side,  had  a  sincere  regard  for  them.  Though 
their  virtue  was  of  a  frigid  type  that  could  not  fail  to  offend . 
him ;  though  he  must  have  soon  perceived  their  formality  and 
worship  of  the  letter ;  though  he  knew  that  their  style  of  piety 
was  in  the  utmost  danger  of  resting  content  with  externals, 
and  then  addressing  itself  to  the  eyes  of  men,  — yet  he  honored 
what  was  honorable  in  them,  and  hoped  to  win  them  over  to 

1  See  p.  17,  chaps,  vi.  p.  544,  and  ix.  p.  595.  >  See  p.  94. 

*  lilatthew  xii.  3S.  *  See  pp.  205  S  ;  compare  Luke  x!.  38,  xiv.  1. 

*  Luke  xiii.  31,  xvii.  20.  0  Matthew  xxil  IC,  3G. 
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Mb  own  principles  of  life.  If  he  could  do  so,  the  respect 
which  they  enjoyed  would  make  them  powerfiil  allies  in  the 
good  cause.  In  comparison  with  the  sinners,  then,  he  called 
them  ^^  sound  "  and  righteous ;  for  most  of  them  were  men  of 
irreproachable  life,  and  some  were  really  patterns  of  yirtae 
and  piety.  He  confessed  that  they  had  reached  a  higher  stage 
of  righteousness  than  any  other  of  his  fellow-countrymen. 
But  he  added  that  such  righteousness  was  not  enough  for  a 
citizen  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  that  this  irreproachable 
li*e  lacked  the  true  principle  of  humility  and  love.  He  en- 
deavored to  iufluence  their  lives  and  convince  them  of  their 
errors,  and  though  he  did  not  feel  that  his  special  mission  was 
to  them,  yet  he  never  shrank  from  intercourse  with  them,  or 
failed  to  meet  their  advances. 

Luke  is  our  only  authority  for  a  series  of  invitations  to 
dinner  which  various  Pharisees  gave  to  Jesus,  and  which  he 
accepted.  On  these  occasions  the  Evangelist  represents  sun- 
dry coDversations,  which  he  gives  us,  as  having  taken  place. 
One  of  these  scenes  we  have  already  considered.^  On  another 
occasion,  sa3*s  the  Evangelist,  Jesus  had  been  asked  to  dine 
by  a  certain  Pharisee,  and  as  soon  as  he  arrived  he  lay  down 
at  table  without  having  washed.  Upon  this  his  host  showed 
signs  of  great  surprise,  and  Jesus  met  him  with  a  crushing 
rebuke.  But  this  scene  was  imagined  by  Luke  in  order  to 
furnish  an  occasion  for  a  discourae,  which  we  shall  find  a  more 
suitable  opportunity  of  giving  presently.^  A  third  discourse, 
the  contents  of  which  suggest  that  it  was  uttered  at  table,  is 
said  to  have  been  due  to  the  following  circumstance :  Jesus 
had  entered  the  house  of  a  certain  ^^  chief  of  the  Pharisees  *' 
on  a  Sabbath  day,  to  dine  with  him,  and  he  noticed  that  all 
the  guests  picked  the  best  places  for  themselves  without  wait- 
ing for  a  special  invitation.  The  arrangement  of  the  couches 
at  meals  among  ancient  peoples  made  the  difference  between 
the  higher  and  lower  places  much  more  conspicuous  than  it  is 
with  us ;  and  the  place  of  honor  was  coveted  with  propor- 
^tionate  eagerness.  So  Jesus  rebuked  the  guests,  and  said : 
^^When  3'ou  are  asked  to  a  wedding  feast  you  should  not 
choose  the  best  place,  for  it  may  be  that  some  more  distin- 
guished guest  has  been  invited,  and  that  the  host  will  come  to 
3'ou  and  say, '  Make  room  for  mj'  guest  here !  *  Then  you  would 
be  filled  with  shame,  and  would  go  to  the  humblest  place  yon 
could  find.    So  when  you  are  asked  to  a  meal  anywhere,  take 

1  See  pp.  206,  307. 

>  Luke  xL  87  ff. ;  compare  Matthew  zxiii.    See  chap.  xxxi.  p.  382* 
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the  lowest  place ;  and  then  perhaps  3'onr  host  will  come  to  yon 
and  say,  ^  Friend,  go  up  Ugher ! '  and  you  will  be  honored 
in  the  sight  of  all  the  guests.  For  he  who  exalts  himself  shall 
be  humbled,  and  he  who  humbles  himself  shall  be  exalted." 
He  had  a  lesson  also  for  his  host :  ^'  When  you  give  a  dinner 
or  supper,  do  not  invite  your  friends  or  brothers,  your  rela- 
tives or  wealthy  neighbors,  for  they  may  verj*  likely  invite  you, 
and  so  return  the  favor.  But  ask  the  poor,  the  needy,  the 
blind,  the  crippled.  They  cannot  make  any  return,  and  that 
will  bring  a  blessing  on  3'ou ;  for  at  the  resurrection  of  the 
just  you  will  have  your  reward."  The  last  words  very  natu- 
rally reminded  one  of  the  guests  of  the  gi*eat  wedding  feast  to 
come ;  and,  perhaps  on  purpose  to  draw  some  answer  from 
Jesus,  he  exclaimed,  ^'  Blessed  are  they  who  shall  be  admitted 
to  lie  down  to  meat  in  the  kingdom  of  God ! "  Upon  this 
Jesus  uttered  the  parable  of  the  great  supper,  which  we  shall 
consider  on  another  occasion.^ 

We  may  safely  attribute  much  of  this  scene  to  Luke  hunself, 
who  is  the  least  trast worthy  of  the  three  Evangelists.  For 
instance,  the  Pharisees  had  not  any  '^  chiefs ; "  and  we  may 
well  doubt  whether  these  discourses  of  Jesus  are  in  their  true 
places,  and  whether  good  breeding  would  not  have  prevented 
their  being  uttered  on  such  an  occasion .  Finally,  the  com- 
mendation of  the  poor  and  helpless  i^erhaps  betrays  the  Ebi- 
onite  proclivities  of  one  of  Luke's  authorities.  The  expression 
is  elsewhere  used  for  sinners.^  But  this  is  of  minor  con 
■equenoe. 

We  return  to  the  relations  of  Jesus  and  the  Pharisees. 

It  seems  that  the  first  cause  of  offence  was  the  Master's 
eonduct  towards  sinners.  It  shocked  and  offended  the  Phar- 
isees so  much,  just  because  of  the  respect  they  entertained 
and  the  interest  ^ey  felt  in  him.  Perhaps  some  of  them  might 
have  formally  joined  him,  had  not  such  offensive  conduct  on 
his  part  made  it  impossible.  It  was  indeed  bringing  religion 
into  contempt,  giving  that  which  was  holy  to  the  dogs,  £ng- 
ing  pearls  before  swine,  defiling  the  name  of  the  Lord,  when 
one  whom  many  held  to  be  a  prophet,  one  who  was  undoubt- 
edly a  wonderful  teacher,  actually  threw  himself  away  upon 
the  godless  and  abandoned  class  of  unclean  outcasts !  We 
can  hear  the  sound  of  their  indignation  in  the  question  they 
addressed  to  his  disciples  when  he  invited  Levi  to  his  house. 
We  can  trace  the  sense  of  loathing  on  Simon's  face  when 

1  S«e  chap.  xzly.  p.  292.  s  Luke  xiv.  2L 
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Jesus  allowed  the  sinful  woman  to  touch  him  unrebuked. 
Now  Jesus,  on  his  side,  ne^er  denied  or  excused  the  moral 
degradation  of  these  people.  He  never  ascribes  any  virtue  to 
them,  or  finds  any  thing  to  commend  in  them  except  their 
penitence.  But  for  the  very  reason  that  they  were  sinners 
they  stood  in  need  of  him ;  and  m  defence  of  his  conduct  he 
appealed  to  the  very  nature  of  the  case  itself,  and  to  the  call 
he  had  experienced  in  his  heart.  Perhaps,  too,  he  intended 
that  citation  from  Hosea,  ^'  Mere}',  and  not  sacrifice  1"  as  an 
appeal  to  the  Pharisees  to  raise  up  the  despised  and  abomina- 
ted peoples  of  the  land,  rather  than  congratulate  themselves 
on  their  strict  observance  of  the  Law.^  In  vain  I  Their  re- 
pugnance increased  rather  than  diminished  as  time  went  on. 
"  He  actually  touches  lepers  and  such  creatures,"  they  would 
say,  '^and  tramples  under  foot  the  laws  of  cleanness  which 
distinguish  Israel,  and  mark  it  olf  from  the  heathen." 

"And  all  the  publicans  and  sinners,"  we  read,  "used  to 
come  and  associate  with  him  like  friends.  And  the  Phari- 
sees and  Scribes  murmured  at  it  greatly,  and  said,  '  This  man 
receives  sinners  and  eats  with  them ! ' " 

And  now  Jesus  condemned  their  pride  and  want  of  love  in 
stronger  terms  than  he  had  used  before.  He  chose  the  form 
of  a  parable  that  put  God's  fatherly  love  to  the  repentant  sin- 
ner in  the  strongest  light,  and  threw  into  the  darkest  shade 
the  cruelty  of  the  rigid  devotees  of  the  Law.  It  is  a  mas- 
terly sketch,  and  all  the  figui'es  in  it  are  drawn  from  life : 

A  certain  man  of  substance,  Uving  on  his  own  estate,  had 
two  sons.  Once  on  a  time  the  younger  came  to  him  and 
said :  "  Father,  let  me  have  my  share  of  the  familj^  posses- 
sions." He  could  find  no  peace  or  satisfaction  any  more  at 
home,  and  he  wanted  to  see  something  of  the  world,  to  be  at 
libertjs  to  be  his  own  master,  and  to  live  after  his  own  fancy. 
Should  not  his  father  have  dissuaded  him  fi*om  going  ?  Should 
he  not  have  kept  him  back  by  force  ?  We  must  remember 
that  there  was  nothing  extravagant  in  the  wish  itself,  for  in 
the  East  the  laws  of  inheritance  were  strictly  regulated ;  dis- 
inheriting an  elder  and  preferring  a  3'ounger  son  were  things 
unknown,  and  wills  were  seldom  made  at  all.  The  eldest 
son  succeeded  to  all  his  father's  rights,  and  received  a  double 
share  of  his  possessions.  In  this  case,  then,  the  second  son 
might  very  well  be  bought  out,  so  to  speak,  by  the  payment 
in  advance  of  his  thii^  of  the  family  effects.  And  this  is 
what  actually  happened.  The  elder  son  remained  at  home 
1  See  p.  218. 
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with  his  father,  henceforth  the  sole  he  ir  and  virtual  proprie- 
tor of  the  estate.  The  3'ounger  brother,  after  a  few  days' 
delay,  collected  all  his  possessions,  sold  whatever  he  could 
not  carry  away,  left  his  family  and  his  native  place,  and  went 
and  settled  in  a  distant  countr}\ 

Here  he  soon  fell  into  an  abandoned  life,  and  wasted  all  he 
had.  To  increase  his  miser}',  when  all  was  gone,  a  great 
famine  rose  in  the  countr}'.  But  for  this  he  might  well  have 
gained  a  subsistence,  but  as  it  was  he  began  to  suifer  actual 
hunger.  Driven  to  the  utmost  straits,  at  last  he  entered  the 
service  of  a  citizen  of  the  place,  who  sent  him  into  his  fields 
to  feed  his  pigs,  —  the  most  degrading  occupation  which  a 
Jew  could  imagine.  And  even  then  he  could  not  satisfy  his 
hunger ;  but  when  he  drove  home  the  pigs  in  the  evening, 
and  the  men  came  with  their  food,  and  he  saw  how  greedily 
they  swallowed  it,  he  could  not  suppress  a  hungry  longing 
to  have  his  fill  even  of  that !  But  of  course  there  was  none 
for  him.  The  brutes  were  of  value,  and  must  be  well  at- 
tended to  in  such  a  time  of  scarcity ;  but  who  could  spare  a 
thought  for  the  swineherd  ?  At  last  his  overwhelming  sense 
of  miser}'  brought  him  to  repentance.  '*  How  many  of  my 
father's  laborers,"  he  said  to  himself,  —  "  how  many  of  his 
hired  laborers,  who  are  not  even  his  own  men,  —  have  abun- 
dance of  sweet  food,  while  I  am  here  d^-ing  of  hunger !  1 
will  rise  up  and  go  to  my  father,  and  say  to  him,  '  Father ! 
I  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  have  grieved  your  very 
soul.  I  am  not  worth}^  of  the  name  of  son.  But  drive  me 
not  awa}^ ;  let  me  stay  with  3"ou  as  a  hireling ! ' "  His  reso- 
lution was  made ;  and  he  turned  his  face  homewards. 

What  a  long  and  miserable  Journey!  What  conflicting 
thoughts  chased  each  other  through  his  heart  I  How  would 
his  father  receive  him  ?  ...  At  last  he  saw  his  old  home  in 
the  distance,  and  soon  perceived  that  some  one  was  hurraing 
to  meet  him.  It  was  his  father  himself,  from  whose  thoughts 
he  had  never  for  a  moment  been  absent.  His  anxious  parent 
had  seen  him  fi*om  afar  ;  had  recognized  him  instantly  in  spito 
of  his  miserable  condition,  and  now  fell  upon  his  neck  with 
pity  that  no  words  could  utter,  and  kissed  him  tenderly. 
Deeply  moved,  the  young  man  disengaged  himself  from  his 
embrace,  fell  down  upon  the  ground,  and  cried:  "Father' 
I  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  have  grieved  your  very 
soul,  I  am  not  Worthy  of  the  name  of  son"  —  he  could 
not  say  the  rest  aft;er  the  reception  his  father  had  given  him. ' 
Not  a  single  word  of  reproach  was  uttered  by  the  parent,  but 
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as  soon  as  they  reached  the  house  he  cried  to  some  of  the 
servants  who  came  running  out  to  welcome  the  wanderer  on 
his  return:  "Bring  him  a  cloak  —  the  best  we  have  —  and 
take  away  these  tilings.  Get  a  bath  ready,  and  dress  him, 
and  put  a  gold  ring  on  his  finger  and  sandals  on  his  feet, 
that  he  may  look  l&e  a  &ee-bom  man  and  take  his  place 
with  othei^  once  again.  And  do  you,"  he  added,  turning  to 
other  servants,  "get  ready  a  great  feast  this  very  night.« 
Kill  the  fatted  calf,  and  see  that  singers  and  all  else  are  pro- 
vided. We  may  well  rejoice  and  make  merry ;  for  my  eon 
here  was  dead,  —  dead  to  heaven  and  to  me,  —  and  now  he  is 
alive  again ;  he  was  lost,  and  is  found !  "  His  commands 
were  joyfully  and  quickly  obeyed ;  and  by  evening  the  full 
tide  of  festivity  had  set  in. 

Meanwhile  the  elder  son  was  superintending  the  work  at 
a  distant  field,  so  that  no  one  had  gone  to  fetch  him.  When 
the  day's  work  was  over,  and  he  returned  to  the  house,  he 
could  not  imagine  what  had  happened.  All  was  commotion  ; 
and  the  sound  of  the  music  and  dancing,  and  the  flare  of  the 
torches  greeted  his  ears  and  eyes  while  he  was  still  at  a 
distance.  For  a  time  he  stood  outside  the  house  lost  in 
amazement,  till  one  of  the  attendants  happened  to  come  out, 
perhaps  to  fetch  something.  He  called  him  and  asked  him 
what  it  was  all  about.  "  Wh}',  your  brother  has  come  back," 
said  he,  "and  your  father  has  killed  the  fatted  calf  [the 
most  important  event  of  the  day,  perhaps,  in  the  servant's 
eyes]  because  he  has  returned  safe  and  sound."  That  was 
it,  indeed?  The  elder  brother  turned  away  in  wrath,  and 
refused  to  go  into  the  house.  But  the  father  heai^d  of  it,  and 
came  and  pressed  him  kindl}'  to  come  in.  But  he  replied : 
"  Think  how  many  years  I  have  been  serving  you,  without 
ever  once  disobejing  3'our  commands,  and  yet  you  never 
rewarded  my  fidelity'  and  diligence  by  giving  me  so  much 
as  a  kid  to  make  a  feast  for  my  fi'iends.  But  now  that  this 
son  of  yours,  who  wasted  your  possessions  with  harlots,  has 
come  back  again,  you  have  killed  the  fatted  calf  for  him ! " 
"  Son,"  said  the  father  gently,  "  what  is  this  that  j-ou  have 
said  ?  You  have  always  stayed  with  me ;  and  all  that  I  have 
is  yours,  for  you  are  my  only  heir.  But  how  could  we  help 
rejoicing  and  making  merry, — for  this  j'our  brother  was 
dead  and  is  alive  again,  was  lost  and  is  found?" 

This  is  tlie  best  known  of  all  the  parables  of  Jesus ;  and  it 
deserves  to  be  so,  for  it  is  the  profoundest  and  most  beauti- 
All.     How  true  it  is  I     We  recognize  at  once  the  publican 
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who  has  left  his  Father's  house,  left  the  service  of  God  and 
communion  with  him,  but  has  now  returned  in  penitence. 
And  in  contrast  with  him  stands  the  Pharisee,  still  repre- 
sented in  the  most  favorable  light,  strictly  religious  and  irre- 
proachably moral,  but  yet  serving  God  as  if  for  hire,  —  more 
hke  a  slave  than  a  son,  proud  of  his  own  virtue,  without 
love  and  without  generosit3\  But  though  this  application  is 
obvious  enough,  and  was  certainly  intended  by  Jesus,  yet 
the  parable  had  also  a  wider  scope.  Luke,  in  recording  it, 
thought  especially  of  the  relations  in  which  heathen  and  Jew 
stood  to  each  other  and  to  God,  and  represents  Jesus  as  con- 
demning the  contemptuous  pride  and  exclusiveness  of  the 
Jews.  That  distant  foreign  land  he  takes  to  mean  the  out- 
side world  that  knows  not  God,  —  the  world  of  heathendom, 
of  which  the  swine  are  also  a  symbol.  The  two  sons  repre- 
sent mankind  as  the  children  of  God ;  and  the  elder  son  is 
Israel,  the  heir  of  the  promise  of  salvation.  It  is  impossible  to 
say  whether  Luke  (or  his  authority')  modified  the  parable  to 
suit  this  special  interpretation,  and,  if  so,  how  far  the  altera- 
tions went.  But  even  this  application  limits  the  scope  of  the 
parable  unduly*.  Jesus  tells  us  a  history  that  is  as  old  as  hu- 
manity itself,  and  3'et  is  ever  new, —  the  history  of  the  sinner 
who,  though  a  child  of  the  heavenly  Father,  does  violence 
to  his  divine  nature,  and  thirsting  for  a  fancied  liberty  tears 
himself  away  from  God ;  nor  does  God  lay  fetters  on  his 
freedom,  lie  dashes  on  in  self-delusion  until  the  sense  of 
his  miseiy  brings  him  to  reflection  and  repentance.  Then 
his-  deep  sense  of  guilt  and  his  true  penitence  strengthen  him 
to  come  in  deep  hnmilit}-  and  childlike  trust  and  throw  him- 
self at  the  Father's  feet.  And  the  Father's  love  comes  forth 
to  meet  him  and  welcome  him,  and  to  restore  him  to  the 
honor  he  had  lost.  So  long  as  sin  and  penitence  fill  so  great 
a  space  in  the  history  of  human  lives,  so  long  will  this  para- 
ble, the  gospel  of  God's  grace,  shine  upon  our  souls  like  the 
morning  star ! 

We  will  say  nothing  of  the  impression  which  such  a  story 
must  have  made  upon  the  hearers  of  Jesus,  upon  the  publi- 
cans, and,  above  all,  upon  the  Pharisees.  We  will  only  ob- 
serve that  this  is  another  instance  ^  of  the  constantly  recurring 
contrast  between  Pharisee  and  publican  which  runs  through 
the  Grospel.  Thej'  are  taken  as  portraits,  or  rather  tj'pes,  of 
two  kinds  of  men ;  and,  before  we  quit  the  subject  of  the  of* 
1  Compare  pp.  SO&-907. 
11* 
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fence  which  Jesus  gave  to  his  pious  countr^'men  by  his  inter- 
course with  sinners,  we  will  give  one  more  sketch  which 
throws  off,  in  a  few  bold  lines,  a  life-like  presentation  of 
these  two  types  of  pride  and  humilit}'.  We  may  note  in 
advance  that  our  custom  of  kneeling  down,  closing  the  eyes, 
and  folding  the  hands  in  prayer,  was  unknown  to  the 
Jews :  — 

Two  men  went  up  to  the  temple  to  pray ;  one  was  a  Pliari- 
soe,  the  other  a  publican.  The  Pharisee  stood  up  and  prayed 
thus  with  himself:  "O  God!  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not 
like  other  men,  —  extortioners,  deceivers,  adulterers ;  or 
even  like  this  publican  here.  I  fast  twice  in  the  week,  give 
tithes  of  all  my  income."  .  .  .  And  the  publican  stood  at  the 
entrance  of  the  forecourt,  and  dare  not  so  much  as  raise  his 
eyes  to  heaven;  but,  forgetting  every  thing  around  him, 
smote  his  breast  in  penitence,  and  cried,  *'  O  God !  be  mer- 
ciful to  me,  sinner  that  I  am !  "  "  As  those  two  men,"  said 
Jesus,  "  went  down  the  stops  of  the  temple,  and  each  re- 
turned to  his  home,  I  tell  you,  the  publican  was  justified  in 
the  sight  of  God  rather  than  the  Pharisee." 

The  picture  is  drawn  from  the  life,  and  without  a  touch  of 
exaggeration.  Can  we  not  see  those  two  men,  accidentally 
entering  the  temple-gate  together  at  one  of  the  hours  of 
prayer?  The  one,  whose  piety  is  proclaimed  b}'  his  four 
great  tassels  and  the  broad  phylacteries  (or  praj'er-bands) 
on  his  forehead  and  his  arm,^  turns  his  steps  to  the  temple, 
because  it  is  more  satisfactor}'  to  perform  religious  duties  in 
the  sanctuary  than  elsewhere  ;  the  other,  because  he  can  bear 
his  sinful  life  no  longer,  and,  in  the  agony  of  his  soul,  knows 
not  where  to  turn  but  to  the  Lord.  No  falsehoods  are  put 
upon  the  lips  of  the  Pharisee,  nor  is  the  honor  due  to  him 
withheld.  The  duties  on  the  performance  of  which  he  felici- 
tates himself  are  not  the  ordinary  ones  which  every  I'espccta- 
ble  Jew  observed,  but  the  special  ones  peculiar  to  him  and 
the  other  members  of  his  school.'*  Moreover,  he  is  thankful 
to  God  for  his  virtue.  But  what  arc  we  to  say  to  the  self- 
satisfaction  of  one  who  can  enumerate  his  merits  in  his  very 
prayers  ;  can  look  down  with  contempt  on  the  world  in  gen- 
eral, and  even  on  the  poor  penitent  who  is  pra^'ing  there 
beside  him ! 

We  see  at  once  that  the  concluding  words  of  the  parable 
are  but  a  modification  of  that  other  saying :  '^  There  is  more 

^  Compare  Matthew  xxiii.  5:  Numbers  xv.  37  ff.;  Deuterooomj  vi  8. 
s  Compare  Matthew  ix.  14.  xxiii.  23. 
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joy  in  Leaven  over  one  sinner  that  repents  than  over  ninety- 
nine  just  men  that  need  no  repentance."  Why  so?  you  may 
ask.  Because  in  the  heart  of  that  one  penitent  there  is  the 
genn  of  a  higher  righteousness,  of  which  those  devout  ob- 
servers of  the  Law,  with  their  unimpeachable  life  and  char- 
acter, have  not  even  a  conception !  Finally,  Luke  tells  us 
truly  enough  that  this  story  was  aimed  not  so  much  at  the 
Pharisees  themselves  as  at  those  among  the  disciples  of  Jesus, 
or  among  the  Jews,  who  were  satisfied  with  themselves  and 
despised  others.  At  the  close  he  repeats  the  warning :  '*  He 
who  exalts  himself  shall  be  humbled,  and  he  who  humbles 
himself  shall  be  exalted." 

Let  us  now  retuiii  for  a  moment  to  the  attitude  assumed  by 
the  Pharisees  towards  Jesus.  We  have  alread}'  seen  that  from 
an  earh-  period  of  his  ministry  they  had  had  a  more  serious 
cause  of  offence,  and  a  heavier  charge  against  him,  than  that 
he  associated  with  sinners.  It  was  that  in  case  of  need,  or 
when  summoned  to  a  deed  of  love,  he  did  not  shrink  from 
violating  the  Sabbath.^  We  need  not  dwell  on  this  at  pres- 
ent, especially  as  all  the  utterances  of  Jesus  on  the  Law  and 
the  tradition,  which  we  shall  have  to  consider  in  the  sequel, 
were  occasioned  by  the  rebukes  or  the  wily  questions  of  the 
Pharisees.  We  can  well  understand  that  the  freedom  of  Jesus 
with  regard  to  the  Sabbath  must  have  deepened  and  widened 
the  gulf  between  him  and  the  Pharisees.  Their  aversion  and 
distress  rose  still  higher,  and  at  length  passed  into  definite 
hostility  and  positive  hatred,  when  they  began  to  suspect,  and 
more  than  suspect,  that  he  was  not  only  aiming  at  a  goal  very 
different  from  theirs,  but  cherished  purposes  and  principles 
diametrically  opposed  to  the  whole  spirit  of  the  Jewish  relig- 
ion. Then  the}*  began  to  abominate  him  from  the  bottom  of 
their  souls  as  a  false  prophet,  a  blasphemer,  who  did  not 
even  shrink  from  putting  himself  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  and 
offering  forgiveness  to  sinners  1  But  still  they  continued  to 
observe  the  forms  of  politeness  and  respect  towards  him,  even 
when  he  on  his  side  had  declared  open  war,  and  was  striving 
with  all  his  might  to  counteract  their  influence  and  expose 
their  inward  corruption  in  all  its  nakedness. 

But  things  were  far  from  having  reached  this  point  at  the 
time  of  which  we  are  now  speaking.  Pharisees  who  i*eally 
thought  well  of  Jesus  were  not  yet,  as  they  subsequently 
became,  a  rare  exception.     And  Jesus  ou  his  side  was  still 

1  See  pp.  214-218 
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prepared  to  admit  the  comparative  merits  of  the  Pharisees. 
At  a  later  period  he  would  have  spoken  ver^'  differentl3'  of 
the  elder  soa,  and  would  by  no  means  have  allowed  that  the 
respectable  and  religious  Jews  had  never  left  the  Father's 
house  or  disobeyed  his  commands.^  But  the  Pharisees  had 
begun  already  to  be  deeply  and  generally  offended  by  the 
friend  of  sinners.  We  gather  this  from  .Jesus  himself,  who 
describes,  in  a  kind  of  parable,  the  unfavorable  reception 
which  both  he  and  his  predecessor,  utterly  unlike  each  other 
as  the}'  were,  had  met  from  the  Pharisees,  tlieir  adherents, 
and  those  of  the  people  who  blindly  followed  them  :  — 

"To  what  shall  I  liken  this  generation?  They  are  like 
children  who  go  to  play  in  the  market-place,  but  are  too 
sulky  and  quarrelsome  to  be  pleased  with  any  thing,  and 
say :  '  We  wanted  to  play  at  weddings ;  3'ou  ought  to  have 
danced.  We  wanted  to  play  at  funerals  ;  you  ought  to  have 
lamented.' 

"  For  John  came,  living  like  a  recluse,  fasting  without  in- 
termission, and  practising  every  possible  austerity ;  and  thej 
thought  his  conduct  extravagant,  and  muttered,  ^  He  is  mad  \  * 
The  Son  of  Man  came,  living  like  other  human  beings,  enjo}-- 
ing  the  good  things  of  earth  without  misgiving,  and  they 
thought  him  a  mere  worldling ;  '  A  glutton  and  a  sot ! '  they 
cried  contemptuously ;  '  A  friend  of  publicans  and  sinners  ! ' 
But  whatever  the  judgment  of  these  Pharisees  and  their 
admirers  may  be,  the  Wisdom,  which  sent  John  and  sent  mc, 
is  justified  and  maintained  in  her  rights  and  honors  b}'  all 
her  true  children.*' 

Such  was  the  consolation  of  Jesus  when  the  leaders  of 
Israel  received  him  so  unfavorably. 

A  See  ^tthew  xzi.  28-31,  and  chap.  xxz.  p.  370. 
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Chapter  XX. 

HOW  THE  PREACHING  OF  JESUS  WAS  RECEIVED  BY 
THE  MASSES. 

Matthew  XI.  1-15,  20-24.  > 

IT  was  with  true  perception  of  the  real  state  of  affairs  that 
Jesus  spoke  in  one  breath  of  the  reception  given  to  him- 
self, and  of  that  which  John  had  met.  There  was  the  closest 
connection  between  the  two,  and  Jesus  often  recurred  to  it.* 
What  is  trae  of  the  Pharisees  is  equally  true  of  the  masses 
of  the  people.  They,  too,  were  to  Jesus  just  what  they  had 
been  to  John.  Now  in  consideiing  how  far  Jesus  succeeded 
in  bringing  home  his  teaching  and  his  principles  to  his  hear- 
ers, and  how  far  their  faith  responded  to  his  gospel,  we  ought, 
perhaps,  to  lay  chief  stress  upon  the  reception  he  experienced 
from  the  masses ;  for  it  was  to  them  especially  that  he  conse- 
crated his  time,  his  strength,  and  his  affection,  and  to  reach 
their  hearts  was  his  one  great  desire.  To  this  subject,  then, 
we  will  now  address  ourselves.  The  direct  information  we 
possess  is  scanty,  and  not  altogether  trustworthy ;  and  we  are, 
therefore,  doubly  pleased  to  receive  from  the  lips  of  Jesus  him- 
self an  account  of  the  impression  produced  upon  the  people  by 
his  predecessor. 

The  occasion  which  led  him  to  speak  upon  this  subject  was 
ver}'  remarkable.  John  had  been  sighing  for  months  in  his 
dungeon.  What  misery  this  must  have  been  to  a  man  of  such 
burning  zeal  and  boundless  energy  as  his !  Must  he  not  even 
have  hoped  that  the  Lord,  who  had  sent  him  to  his  people, 
would  now  deliver  him  from  prison  ?  Meanwhile  he  was  not 
wholly  cut  off  from  the  world  outside.  Some,  perhaps  many, 
of  his  disciples  had  free  access  to  him.  From  them  he  heard 
that  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  whom  he  had  himself  baptized,  but 
to  whom  he  had  probably  paid  no  special  regard,  had  been 
preaching  the  kingdom  of  God  in  Galilee,  and  had  gradually 
excited  much  attention.  If  John  was  accurately  informed,  we 
may  well  suppose  that  his  perplexity  was  great.  This  Jesus 
had  begnn  to  preach  after  his  imprisonment,  gave  himself  out 
ss  a  prophet,  performed  healings,  preached  the  near  approach 

\  Lake  riL  IS^SO,  x.  13-15.  >  Mtttbew  xvii.  12,  xzi.  S4,  26. 
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►of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  repentance  as  the  necessary 
•condition  of  entrance  into  it ;  and  the  multitudes  streamed  to 
hear  him.  So  far  all  was  well ;  but  the  new  teacher's  mode 
of  life  and  speech  was  so  very  far  from  his  own  that  he  knew 
not  what  to  think  of  him.  He  deteraiined,  therefore,  to  as- 
certain from  Jesus  himself  what  opinion  he  was  to  form,  and 
what  hopes  he  might  entertain  concerning  him.  So  he  sent 
two  of  his  disciples  to  ask  the  new  teacher  in  his  name, ''  Are 
you  he  that  was  to  come,  or  are  we  to  expect  another?" 

They  set  out  on  their  journey,  came  to  Jesus,  and  gave  him 
their  captive  Master's  message.  The  answer  they  received 
was  expressed  in  the  concise  and  pregnant  language  of  the 
day :  *'  Go  back  and  say  to  John  in  my  name,  '  The  blind  men 
see,  and  cripples  walk ;  lepers  are  cleansed,  and  deaf  men 
hear ;  the  dead  return  to  Hfe,  and  the  gospel  is  preached  to 
the  poor ! '  and  .  .  .  blessed  are  they  who  are  not  offended 
by  me ! "  We  recognize  at  once  the  metaphorical  substitu- 
tion of  bodil}'  for  spiritual  suffering,  which  was  customary  with 
Jesus.  The  description  of  the  3  oungcr  son  in  the  parable, 
who  ^'  was  dead  and  is  alive  again,"  has  furnished  us  but 
now  with  an  instance  of  the  analogous  use  of  *'  death."  Nor 
must  we  overlook  the  direct  reference  to  several  passages  in 
the  Master's  favorite  prophet  Isaiah,  whei-e  the  redemption 
from  Babylon,  the  repentance  of  Israel,  and  the  blessedness 
of  the  golden  age  are  painted  in  the  same  or  similar  colors.^ 
Jesus  meant  to  say,  '^  Tell  John  what  I  am  doing,  and  how  I 
am  succeeding.  Tell  him  that  the  *•  peoples  of  the  land '  and 
the  sinners,  who  were  living  without  God  and  his  command- 
ments, are  now  being  called  in  and  rescued,  and  the  blessed 
promises  of  the  Lord  are  beginning  to  be  fulfilled!"  The 
only  dark  side  to  the  picture  was  the  offence  which  these  very 
things  gave  to  the  respectable  and  virtuous  classes.  ''  Blessed 
are  they,"  said  Jesus  in  conclusion,  "  who  are  not  offended, 
as  the  guides  of  the  people  are,  by  what  I  do." 

The  last  words  cannot  be  meant  as  a  warning  to  John  not 
to  be  shaken  in  his  own  fidelity.  Nor  must  we  understand 
the  Hst  of  phj'sical  afflictions  literally,  though  perhaps  Mat- 
thew and  certainl}'  Luke  did  so,  as  appears  from  the  tidditions 
they  make.  Indeed,  both  the  question  and  the  answer  seem 
to  have  been  a  good  deal  tampered  with,  and  their  original 
meaning  is  not  easy  to  divine.  The  Evangelists  evidently 
took  it  that  John  asked,  ^^  Are  you  the  Messiah?"  and  ''^'esoa 

1  Juiah  XTJT.  18,  xxxv.  ft,  6,  Ixi.  1;  compare  vol.  ii.  chap,  zi.,  p.  4S5;  kU 
p.  435. 
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answered,  "Yes."  But  what  John  expected  was  the  coming 
of  Yaliweh  himself.  He  said  nothing  of  a  Messiah ;  ^  and 
even  if  his  expectations  in  this  respect  had  been  modified  of 
late,  the  idea  that  Jesus,  or  an}'  one  like  him,  was  the  Mes- 
siah, could  not  possiblj'  have  occurred  to  him.  Lastly,  sup- 
posing for  a  moment  that  Jesus  had  already-  determined  to 
take  upon  himself  the  task  of  the  Messiah,  he  had  certainly 
not  3~et  betraj'ed  the  intention  to  any  one  else,  and  would 
never  have  taken  this  opportunity  of  doing  so.  We  should 
be  more  disposed  to  reject  the  whole  scene  as  unhistorieal  than 
to  adopt  the  opinion  of  the  lilvangelists  concerning  it.  But 
the  point  we  have  to  consider  is  how  far  that  opinion  itself 
has  affected  the  form  in  which  the  question  and  the  answer, 
especiall}'  the  former,  have  come  down  to  us.^  It  is  true  that 
the  expression  '*  he  that  was  to  come"  is  very  vague.  It  is 
never  applied  in  the  Old  Testament  to  the  Messiah,  and  may 
be  taken  equally  well  to  signif}-  Elijah,  for  instance,  or  the 
prophet  who  was  to  restore  the  sacred  objects  of  a  former 
time.*  In  Malachi  iii.  1,  we  should  refer  it  to  Yahweh  him- 
self, but  the  rabbis  understood  it  to  mean  £lijah.  Nor  is  it 
ever  said  that  the  Messiah  himself  was  to  give  sight  to  the 
blind,  and  so  on,  though  the  deliverance  from  all  the  spiiitual 
evils  thus  s3'mbolized  was  certainly  to  be  a  pai't  of  the  blessed- 
ness of  the  Messianic  age.  We  might  therefore  suppose,  if 
inclined  to  draw  nice  distinctions,  that  this  healing  would 
precede  the  founding  of  the  kingdom,  and  prepare  the  way  for 
it.  It  seems  most  probable,  therefore,  that  when  John  was 
violently  interrupted  in  his  work,  he  began  to  think  that 
Jesus  would  can-}-  it  on  and  actually  perform  the  function  of 
Elijah.  His  question  was,  "  Are  j'ou  the  man?  Is  the  king- 
dom of  God  really  close  at  hand  ?  "  And  Jesus,  perhaps  un- 
iutentiou:illy,  said  nothing  whatever  of  himself,  but  dwelt  on 
his  work  and  its  results  as  the  positive  proof  that  tiie  glorious 
future  was  indeed  at  hand.  Such  a  preparation  was  itself  a 
kind  of  beginning  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  but  that  king- 
dom must  be  established  by  quiet  spiritual  regeneration,  not 
by  any  violent  revolution.  Did  John  understand  all  this? 
Patience  was  harder  for  him  to  exercise  than  for  any  one. 
Bat  his  time  of  trial  would  soon  end. 

Meanwhile,  Jesus  took  this  opportunity  of  speaking  of  his 
predecessor  to  the  people.  The  first  Evangelist  has  collec- 
ted all  the  sayings  of  Jesus  about  John  with  which  he  was 

^  See  pp.  109, 109,  110.  3  Compare  p.  111. 

>  Compare  pp.  49-51,  98,  99;  Matthew  zvii.  10-13;  John  vi.  14. 
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acquainted,  and  has  strung  them  together  here.  He  even  in* 
eludes  the  citation  from  Malachi  and  the  declaration  that  John 
was  the  £lijah,  which  Jesus  most  certainly  did  not  make  until 
some  time  afterwards,  on  a  very  special  occasion.^  When 
the  messengers  were  gone,  Matthew  tells  us,  Jesus  began  as 
follows :  *  '*  What  was  it  you  went  out  into  the  wilderness  to 
see?  —  was  it  to  see  how  the  wind  shakes  the  bulrush?  What 
was  it  then  ?  —  a  man  clothed  in  delicate  apparel  ?  Gorgeous 
robes  are  worn  in  princely  palaces  and  not  in  the  wilderness. 
But  what  was  it  that  you  went  to  see  ?  —  a  prophet  ?  Yes,  I 
tell  you,  and  more  than  a  prophet.  [It  is  he  of  whom  we 
read,  '  Behold,  I  send  my  messenger  before  your  face,  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  you.*]  Verily,  of  all  the  children  of  men,  no 
greater  one  has  ever  risen  than  John  the  Baptist.  But  the 
least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  greater  than  he.  And  from 
the  days  of  John  the  Baptist  until  now  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
has  been  besieged,  and  the  violent  have  striven  to  take  it  by 
storm.  For  all  the  prophets  and  the  Law  uttered  their  prom- 
ises until  John,  but  with  him  begins  the  fulfilment.  [And  if 
you  will  receive  it  as  a  truth,  he  is  that  Elijah  who  was  to 
come.]     He  that  has  ears,  let  him  hear ! " 

In  asking  what  results  for  our  special  inquiry  these  paiticu- 
lars  furnish,  we  need  not  dwell  on  the  fact  that  the  fame  of 
Jesus  had  penetrated  even  to  John  in  his  prison,  or  that  his 
answer  to  the  messengers  evinces  a  joyful  consciousness  of 
success.  We  would  rather  point  to  the  evidence  that  the 
multitudes  had  streamed  out  into  the  wilderness  to  John, 
and  that  ever  since  an  impetuous  demand  for  the  kingdom  of 
God  had  been  discernible.'  Not  only  must  this  lively  inter- 
est and  passionate  longing  for  salvation  stand  Jesus  in  good 
stead  as  John's  successor,  but  it  foreshadowed  the  power 
which  he  himself  might  exercise  over  the  people  on  his  own 
account. 

The  statements  contained  in  the  Gospels  as  to  the  un- 
bounded popularity  of  Jesus  give  us  less  real  information 
than  we  should  at  first  be  inclined  to  suppose ;  partly  because 
they  are  so  vague,  partly  because  many  of  them  are  associ- 
ated with  the  literal  acceptation  of  miraculous  stories,  and^ 
since  they  rest  on  such  misapprehensions  on  the  part  of  tho 
Evangelists,  deserve  but  little  credit.  On  the  other  hand, 
tiiey  are  so  unanimous,  and  there  are  so  many  left  unohal- 

1  Matthew  xvii.  10-13.    See  chap.  xxvi.  p.  325. 

s  See  pp.  98-100,  104, 110-112, 115.  •  Compare  Luke  tU.  » 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BT  THE   MASSES.  257 

lenged,  when  eveij  fair  deduction  has  been  made,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  doubt  the  main  fact  to  which  they  testifj.- 

Ahnost  from  the  verj-  first  the  preaching  of  Jesus  created 
a  deep  impression,  which  was  strengthened  still  further  by 
sevenU  cures  he  performed.  Whether  his  personal  appear- 
ance contributed  to  the  result  it  is  impossible  now  to  ascer- 
tain. His  audiences  were  numerous,  and  his  discourses  were 
received  with  rapt  attention,  and  greeted  with  joyous  accla- 
mations at  their  close.  The  marked  contrast  between  his 
frank  and  impressive  mode  of  teaching,  his  tone  of  prophetic 
authority,  his  entrancing  eloquence,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
narrow,  timorous,  wearisome  style  of  argument  adopted  by 
his  learned  contemporaries  on  the  other,  could  not  fail  to 
excite  attention.  When  he  interpreted  the  propliets,  he  could 
make  the  dead  live  for  his  hearers  once  more  as  no  other 
coold ;  and  with  the  fulness  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  his  very 
tones  he  made  the  words  of  these  old  seers  more  glorious  than 
ever  they  had  been,  even  upon  their  own  lips,  and  more  con- 
soling than  they  themselves  had  ever  felt  them  to  be.  And 
when  he  uttered  those  stories,  so  full  of  deep  significance, 
taken  from  the  daily  life  around  him,  their  simplicity  was  only 
equalled  by  their  depth  ;  and,  while  they  captivated  the  imagi- 
nation, they  stamped  themselves  indelibly  upon  the  memory. 
In  a  word,  he  loved  and  understood  the  people,  and  their 
hearts  went  out  to  him.  What  else  could  we  expect  from  the 
quickly  moved  and  excitable  disposition  of  the  GalilaBans? 
When  he  came  to  Capernaum,  no  sooner  was  it  known  that 
he  was  at  home  than  his  house  and  all  the  space  in  front  of  it 
were  crowded,  and  he  had  no  time  for  rest  or  refreshment. 
If  he  walked  on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  whole  crowds  would 
gradually  collect  about  him  till  he  was  forced  to  look  for  some 
special  means  of  addressing  them,  or  they  would  not  be  able 
to  hear  him.  If  he  crossed  the  lake,  to  be  alone  with  his 
friends,  '*  thousands,'*  as  the  Gospel  says  with  pardonable 
exaggeration,  would  leave  their  homes  and  their  work  and 
travel  miles  upon  miles  to  s^ek  him.  Wherever  he  went  his 
fame  preceded  him.  He  himself  declared  ttiat  the  want  of 
faith  in  his  native  place  furnished  a  sad  exception  to  the  rule. 
Now  and  then  the  pent-up  enthusiasm  would  find  vent  in  such 
an  exclamation  as  that  of  the  woman  who  pronounced  his 
mother  blessed.  At  one  time  the  mothers  brought  their  little 
ones  to  receive  his  blessing ;  at  another,  a  man  who  had  not 
in  the  least  understood  him  was  nevertheless  so  deeply  im- 
pressed by  his  power  and  his  influence  upon  uis  hearers  that 
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he  determined  to  take  advantage  of  his  moral  ascendancy  over 
others  for  the  regulation  of  his  own  family  affairs.  "  Mas- 
ter !  "  said  he,  '*  tell  my  brother  to  give  me  m}-  share  of  the 
inheritance."  Jesus  naturally  declined  to  interfere;  his 
task  and  his  qualifications  la\'  in  a  very  different  direction. 
"  Man  !  "  he  replied,  "  who  has  made  me  a  judge  or  an  arbi- 
trator among  30U ? "  The  incident,  however,  is  a  proof  of 
the  powerful  impression  he  produced.* 

But  it  was  the  subject  of  his  preaching,  above  all,  that 
secured  him  a  hearing.  What  he  said  had  always  direct  or 
indirect  reference  to  the  kingdom  of  God ;  and  the  people 
listened  eagerly,  while  their  hearts  drank  in  the  consolation 
of  his  promises.  How  they  thought  and  ai^ued  about  him  ! 
How  they  fixed  on  him  the  hopes  he  had  revived,  and  won- 
dered what  precisely  was  the  part  he  had  to  play  in  preparing 
for  the  joyful  future  which  drew  nigh  !  *  We  shall  frequently 
meet  with  illustrations  of  all  this  as  we  proceed,  and  at  pres- 
ent need  only  sa}-  thaC  though  opinions  were  from  the  nature 
of  the  case  divided  ;  though  Jesus  often  had  to  encounter  un- 
favorable judgments ;  though  many  of  the  people  preferred 
the  old  wine  to  the  new,  stopped  their  eara  against  his  preach- 
ing, and  took  offence  at  his  freedom,  — jet,  on  the  whole,  pub- 
lic opinion  declared  in  his  favor ;  and  it  was  probablj*  owing 
in  lai*ge  measure  to  the  favorable  dispositions  of  the  people 
that,  though  beset  on  many  sides  in  Galilee,  he  yet  retained 
his  freedom  unrestrained,  and  never  quite  lost  his  libeitj'  of 
speech. 

And  3'et,  however  favorable  his  reception  by  the  masses 
might  appear,  it  was  verj^  far  indeed  from  satisfying  him. 
We  have  not  forgotten  the  parable  of  the  sower.'  Now  the 
seed  of  the  word  that  he  scattered  was  in  many  cases  lost 
when  it  might  have  borne  abundant  fruit.  Nor  was  this  the 
worst.  The  number  of  those  whose  heart  was  like  the  trod- 
den pathway  turned  out  to  be  great  almost  beyond  the  possi- 
bilit}'  of  belief.  The  favorable  impression  Jesus  made  was  as 
superficial  as  it  was  general;  Nor  had  the  work  of  John, 
when  narrowly  examined,  been  any  richer  in  results.*  Bui 
even  with  this  example  before  him,  and  with  his  own  pro- 
found knowledge  of  human  nature,,  as  sho^n  in  the  parable 
of  the  sower,  Jesus  was  grievously  (^sappoinled  at  lost  to  find 
how  little  permanent  effect  he  could  produce.  The  harvest 
had  given  such  a  glorious  promise,  and  had  answered  it  so 

i  Lake  xii.  13,  14.  s  Matthew  xvi  13, 14 

•  See  pp.  153, 154.  «  See  p.  108. 
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ill !  His  dearest  hopes,  his  most  passionate  efforts,  had  been 
thwarted.  The  image  of  the  fig-tree  gives  striking  expression 
to  this  disappointment  when  Jesus  has  reached  Jerusalem ; 
but  even  before  he  leaves  Galilee  we  find  his  high-wrought, 
long-cherished,  bitterlj'-disappointed  expectation  bursting 
forth  in  a  cry  of  "  Woe!"  over  the  cities  of  the  Galilsean 
lake.  They  had  been  the  chief  scenes  of  his  labors,  and 
ought  to  have  shown  the  richest  and  fairest  fruits  of  his 
gospel.  And  Capernaum,  distinguished  and  privileged  even 
above  the  rest,  by  being  his  place  of  abode,  is  more  bitterly 
reproached  than  all  for  having  answered  so  poorly  to  its 
glorious  opportunities. 

"  Woe  unto  3-ou,  Chorazin  !  woe  unto  you,  Bethsaida !  for 
had  the  mighty  works  been  done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon  which 
have  been  done  in  you,  they  would  long  ago  have  repented  in 
sackcloth.  But  I  tell  you  it  will  be  more  tolerable  for  Tyre 
and  Sidon  in  the  day  of  judgment  than  for  you  !  And  thou, 
Capernaum !  that  art  exalted  to  heavens  thou  shalt  be  brought 
down  into  the  abyss !  for  if  the  mighty  works  had  been  done 
in  Sodom  which  have  been  done  in  thee,  it  would  have  re- 
mained unto  this  day.  But  I  tell  you  it  will  be  more  tol- 
erable for  the  land  of  Sodom  in  the  day  of  judgment  than 
for  thee!"* 


Chapter  XXI. 

THE  SOUBCE  OF  JESUS'  STRENGTH. 

Matthew  VIIL  23-27,  XIV.  22-33;  Lukb  XL  l-13.a 

WE  have  observed  Jesus  under  the  great  disappointment 
of  his  life ;  and  we  ask  Involuntarily  how  it  was  pos- 
sible to  pereevere  in  spite  of  the  coldness  of  his  relatives  and 
fellow-townsmen,  the  opposition  of  his  devout  countrymen, 
and  the  shallowness  of  the  multitude?  For,  in  spite  of  his 
extreme  sensitiveness  and  delicacy,  he  preserved  an  exalted 
calmness  which  was  but  seldom  disturbed,  and  then  only  for 
a  moment.  He  continued  his  unwearied  toil  even  when  it 
seemed  most  fhiitless.  Na3%  the  more  deadly  the  conflict 
grew  the  calmer  did  he  seem  to  be. 

1  Compmre  Matthew  z.  U,  15. 

<  Mattnew  vi.  7-13,  viL  7-11 ;  MaHl  iv.  35-41,  vL  45-5S;  Luke  viii.  22-95 
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It  was  his  trust  in  God  that  strengthened  him.  On  Him 
he  threw  all  care  for  the  resnlt  of  his  efforts  and  for  his  own 
personal  fate.  We  shall  not  dwell  upon  this  trust  in  the 
words  of  Jesus  himself,  for  we  have  already  done  so ; '  but 
we  will  give  a  description  of  his  repose  in  God,  conveyed 
by  the  Evangelists  in  an  emblematic  account  of  a  voyage 
across  the  Lake  of  Galilee,  from  Capernaum  to  the  south-east 
shore :  — 

It  was  evening  when  he  embarked,  and  his  disciples  fol- 
lowed him.  But  hardly  had  they  put  out  when  a  storm  burst 
upon  them,  and  lashed  the  waters  that  were  usually  so  smooth 
and  quiet  into  fierce  turmoil.  The  wind  howled  through  the 
tackle,  and  mocked  the  utmost  strength  of  the  rowers  as  they 
toiled  to  make  head  against  it.  The  feeble  vessel  was  now 
reared  on  high  and  now  buried  among  the  foaming  waves 
that  dashed  ovei  her  deck  and  gradual!}'  filled  her,  so  that 
she  drew  heavier  and  deeper  every  moment.  This  could  not 
last  much  longer.  The  vessel  must  inevitably  sink.  Jesus 
meanwhile  was  asleep.  At  their  wits'  end,  the  disciples  ran 
to  the  stern,  where  he  had  stretched  himself  to  rest  uiK>n  a 
cushion  near  tlie  helm,  and  where  the  fearful  danger  had  not 
disturbed  the  slumbers  that  succeeded  his  day's  work.  They 
waked  him  with  the  cry,  "Help,  Lord!  we  &re  perishing!" 
"  What  do  3 on  fear?"  he  said,  on  waking ;  *'  where  is  your 
faith?"  Then  he  stood  up,  gazed  out  iuto  the  storm,  and 
with  a  gesture  of  command  chid  the  wind  and  waves.  Then 
the  wind  was  hushed  and  the  waters  stilled,  and  there  was  a 
great  calm.  Well  might  they  all  be  lost  in  wonder  1  Well 
might  the}'  ask,  ^^What  manner  of  man  is  this,  whom  the 
winds  and  the  sea  obey?" 

It  has  been  asked  whether  some  fact  may  not  lie  at  the 
bottom  of  this  story.  It  has  been  suggested,  for  instance, 
that  when  Jesus  and  his  disciples  were  crossing  the  lake  they 
were  overtaken  by  a  storm,  and  that  the  Master's  unshaken 
trust  put  to  shame  the  terror  of  the  disciples.  A  similar 
story  is  told  of  Julius  Csesar.  Once  he  had  taken  ship  in 
disguise  to  cross  the  Adriatic  Sea,  and  the  helmsman,  terri- 
fied by  the  adverse  wind,  dared  not  pursue  his  course.  But 
Caesar  said  to  him,  ^'  Fear  not,  my  friend !  you  carr^-  CsBsar 
and  his  fortunes ! "  The  analogy,  however,  does  not  appear 
to  us  a  happy  one  ;  and  the  whole  line  of  investigation  seems 
fhiitless,  and  even  frivolous,  —  for  the  original  picture  was 
obviously  symbolical.     Others  have  found  in  it  a  ^^e  of  the 

1  CoDipare  pp.  151  ff.,  168  fl. 
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Christian  Church  under  the  storm  of  persecution  which  threat- 
ened it  with  destruction  till  Christ  rescued  it.  But  the  Gos- 
pels obviously  lay  the  stress  upon  tke  circumstance  that  Jesus 
was  asleep,  —  that  he  was  absolutely  at  rest  in  the  midst  of 
such  dire  agitation  and  distress.  How  many  storms  broke 
loose  upon  him  in  his  own  personal  experiences  and  the  fren- 
zied indignation  of  others, — in  the  passionate  opposition  and 
the  dark  schemes  of  his  antagonists !  Yet  in  the  might  of 
his  faith  in  God  he  maintained  his  own  unruffled  serenity,  and 
quieted  many  a  storm  which  the  opposition  he  met  had  raised 
in  the  bosoms  of  the  terrified  disciples. 

Now,  this  trust  was  sustained  and  strengthened  by  prayer. 
It  is  only  natural  that  we  should  have  but  scanty  accounts 
on  this  subject ;  for  prayer  belongs  essentially  to  our  secret 
life,  and  we  know  that  Jesus  least  of  all  men  could  bear  that 
his  intercourae  with  God  should  be  pried  into  by  the  eyes  of 
strangers.^  But  still  we  hear  enough  to  enable  us  to  form 
some  approximate  conception  of  the  fact.  It  is  with  true 
perception  that  our  Gospels,  especially  the  third,  represent 
Jesus  as  praying  to  God  at  ever}'  crisis  of  his  life,  and  before 
every  step  of  special  importance.  He  pra3's  after  his  bap- 
tism, after  his  first  success  at  Capernaum,  before  selecting 
the  Twelve,  before  asking  the  question  which  results  in  his 
recognition  as  the  Messiah.  The  83'mbolical  account  of  the 
transfiguration  represents  him  as  praying  ;  he  has  been  pray- 
ing when  his  disciples  ask  him  to  teach  them  a  prayer ;  he 
prays  when  about  to  enter  on  his  last  sufierings  ;  and,  finally, 
on  the  cross  itself.* 

We  have  alread}'  called  attention  to  this,  and  we  have 
heard  Jesus  more  than  once  dwell  upon  pra3"er  and  its  efll- 
cacy.'  At  present  we  need  onl}'  call  to  mind  that  he  appears 
to  have  attached  little  value  to  prescribed  or  formal  prayer,^ 
and  that  when  he  felt  the  nc^ d  of  turning  aside  from  his  ac- 
tive duties  to  hold  communion  with  God,  he  loved  to  be  alone, 
—  climbing  some  hill  or  seeking  out  some  uninhabited  spot 
(which  the  Grospels  call  a  "wilderness").  If  he  could  find 
no  time  in  the  day,  he  would  steal  the  hours  of  the  night ; 
and  indeed  his  heart  and  head  must  often  have  been  too  full 
to  allow  him  to  sleep.     Not  that  we  are  to  think  of  him  as 

1  ComiMre  p.  222. 

s  Lnke  iii.  21,  v.  16  (oomiMune  Ifaric  i.  35;  vl  46 ;  Matthew  zir.  28),  vi.  18, 
iz.  IS,  28,  zi.  1,  xxii.  41, 42  (Matthew  zxvi.  36  ff. ;  Mark  xiv.  32  ff.  \  zzM.  34, 46 
•  See  ppw  138,  182,  191,  193, 194, 196,  222,  223. 
«  See  pp.  140,  180,250. 
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speaking  to  God  hour  after  hour ;  for  he  himself  declared  that 
prayers  should  be  short,  since  they  were  so  apt,  if  prolonged, 
to  degenerate  into  mere  ..lip-service.  But  he  looked  up  to 
God  as  he  thought  over  all  he  had  encountered  and  the  work 
he  had  to  do,  considered  his  line  of  action  and  weighed  his 
prospects, — until  at  last  all  earthl}'  motives  and  considera- 
tions entirely  disappeared,  and  the  Fathei-'s  will  gradually 
came  out  more  and  more  clearly  as  the  only  test  of  what 
must  be  done  and  left  undone.  It  was,  indeed,  familiar  in- 
tercourse with  God,  a  childlike  confidence,  in  which  he  poured 
out  all  his  cares  and  wishes,  hopes  and  fears,  joys  and  sor- 
rows, before  God,  and  from  which  he  never  returned  without 
being  enlightened,  comforted,  and  strengthened,  —  in  a  word, 
without  being  heard. 

But  we  are  not  limited  to  mere  incidental  references  con- 
tained in  the  words  of  Jesus  and  the  narratives  concerning 
him ;  for  he  sometimes  spoke  expressly  on  the  nature  of  true 
prayer  and  the  certainty  of  its  being  heard.  We  refer  in  the 
first  place  to  the  well-known  "  Lord's  Prayer,"  whic^h  he  gave 
to  his  disciples  as  a  model.  Two  of  the  Evangelists  have 
preserved  this  prayer ;  but  the  forms  in  which  they  give  it, 
and  the  occasions  to  which  they  assign  its  origin,  differ. 
We  value  it  too  highly  not  to  hear  them  both. 

Matthew,  then,  makes  it  an  example  of  brevity,  and  con- 
trasts it  with  the  superstitious  practice  that  he  attributes  to 
the  heathen,  but  which  was  really  far  more  characteristic  of 
the  Jews,  —  of  besieging  the  Deity  with  endless  verbosity  and 
repetition,  as  if  to  wear  out  his  patience  and  compel  him  to 
grant  the  request.  According  to  Jesus  this  is  a  gross  error. 
God  does  not  need  our  prayers  to  teach  him  what  we  require, 
but  we,  on  our  side,  do  need  to  pour  out  our  hearts  to  God. 

**  When  you  pra)',  use  no  vain  repetitions  as  others  do; 
for  they  think  that  a  multitude  of  woi-ds  will  gain  them  a 
hearing.  Be  not  you  like  them;  for  your  Father  knows 
what  you  require  before  3'ou  ask  him.  Fraj^,  then,  after  this 
manner :  Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  Hallowed  be  Thy 
name.  Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as 
Jt  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  to-day  to-morrow's  bread.*  And 
forgive  us  the  debt  of  our  trespasses  as  we  too  forgive  those 
that  have  ti*espa8sed  against  us.  Aud  lead  us  not  into  temp- 
tation, but  defend  us  from  the  Evil  One."  * 

According  to  Luke,  Jesus  had  gone  apart  to  pray,  and 
1  After  an  uneDded  version.  >  After  an  amended  versioo. 
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when  he  returned,  one  of  his  disciples  asked  him  in  the  name 
of  all  the  rest  to  give  them  a  formula  of  prayer.  "Lord! 
teach  n»  to  pray,  as  John  taught  his  disciples."  To  this 
Jesus  answered,  "  When  you  pray,  say:  Father!  Hal- 
lowed be  thy  name.  Thj'  kingdom  come.  Give  us,  each 
day,  bread  for  the  morrow.  And  forgive  us  our  trespasses 
as  we  too  forgive  all  who  have  trespassed  against  us.  And 
lead  us  not  into  temptation."^ 

According  to  some  early  authorities  the  second  clause  of 
the  prayer,  as  given  by  Luke,  was  not  **  Thy  kingdom  come," 
but  "  MsLy  th}'  Holy  Spirit  come  upon  us  to  purif}'  us."  In 
any  case  the  original  form  of  this,  as  well  as  of  the  other 
clauses,  appears  to  be  most  faithfully  presented  in  the  first 
Gospel.  The  "  Authorized  Version"  adds  the  words,  "  For 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever. 
Amen;"  and  this  conclusion  appears  in  some  manuscripts 
with  the  omission  of  ''  the  kingclom"  or  of  "  the  power  and 
the  glory ; "  but  in  any  case  it  is  not  genuine,  and  onl}' 
sprang  up  in  the  second  century,  when  the  prajer  began  to 
be  used  in  the  assemblies  of  Christian  worshippers.  The 
word  Ameuy  that  is  ''Verily,"  or  '*  So  be  it,"  was  not  used 
by  the  Israelites  or  by  the  Christians  of  the  apostolic  age  as 
a  formula  for  closing  a  pra3'er ;  but  when  the  leader  of  the 
devotions  had  prayed,  the  congregation  would  say  Amen!  as 
a  sign  that  they  adopted  the  prayer  and  fii-mly  believed  that 
it  would  be  heard.*  There  is  no  doubt,  then,  that  this  dox- 
ology  is  of  later  origin ;  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  the 
** Lord's  Pra3er"  itself  did  not  come  into  common  use  for  a 
considerable  time.  The  disciples  understood  perfectly  well 
that  Jesus  did  not  intend  to  give  them  a  copy  or  formula  of 
prayer,  but  simply  to  illustrate  the  dispositions  which  ought 
to  find  expression  in  their  devotions ;  and  though  the  con- 
nection in  which  the  prayer  is  given  by  Luke  might  very 
easily  give  rise  to  misunderstandings,  we  do  not  find  a  single 
indication  tliroughout  the  first  century  of  Christianity  of  its 
ever  having  been  used  as  a  set  formula. 

If  we  go  on  to  ask  what  the  dispositions  were  which  Jesus 
thought  essential  to  true  prayer,  we  shall  find  much  to  refiect 
upon.  To  begin  with  the  invocation,  "Our  Father  who  art 
in  heaven !  "  In  the  first  place  it  enjoins  a  childlike  inter- 
course with  God,  simple,  natural,  easy,  and  absolutely  trust- 

1  After  an  amended  text  and  version. 

<  Compare  Deuteronomy  xxvii.  15-26;  1  Chronicles  xvi.  36;  Nehemiah  viiS 
It  pMlm  cvi.  48;  1  Corintbiaiu  xiv.  16. 
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ftd ;  and  at  the  same  time  it  bieathes  deep  reverence  and  a 
sense  of  awe.  And  then  that  ^^  our,"  which  constantly  recurs 
in  the  sequel,  implies  a  brotherly  love  that  can  ask  nothing 
for  itself  alone,  but  must  always  include  others  in  its  prayer, 
and  can  never  wish  to  gain  any  thing  at  another's  cost.  In 
connection  with  this  thought,  and  in  agreement  with  other 
utterances  of  the  Master,  the  fifth  petition  insists  upon  a  for- 
giving disposition  as  essential  to  pra3'er.^  And  Jesus  would 
have  us  throw  even  our  temporal  wants,  always  restraine<l 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation,  upon  God.  He  would 
have  us,  in  the  strength  of  prayer,  banish  all  anxiet}'  for  the 
morrow ;  ^  but  he  emphatically  requires  and  assumes  that  the 
longing  for  the  establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  God  must  be 
uppennost  in  the  prayerful  soul,  and  so  must  take  the  first 
and  the  chief  place  in  all  communion  with  God.  To  Jesus 
himself,  and  to  all  his  followers,  the  fervent  longing  for  the 
kingdom  of  God  had  of  course  the  uncontested  precedence  of 
all  else.  And  since  this  kingdom  comes  and  is  extended  in 
proportion  as  God*s  will  is  obeyed  and  executed  by  men  with 
the  readiness,  the  completeness,  and  the  love  of  angels,  and 
since  we  know,  alas  !  how  far  we  are  from  doing  the  will  of 
God  in  this  spirit,  we  cannot  help  turning  inwai*d  and  feeling 
sadly  in  the  midst  of  our  prayer  how  weak  we  are,  how  sin- 
ful we  have  been,  and  how  pressing  is  our  need  of  support 
from  on  high  in  our  conflict  against  sin.  Truly,  whoever 
has  i-ealized  the  dangers  that  surround  and  threaten  his 
moral  life  will  follow  the  exhortation  given  by  Jesus  to  his 
friends  in  one  of  the  most  trying  hours  of  his  life,  and  will 
pray  that  he  may  not  enter  into  temptation ;  for,  however 
willing  our  spirit  may  be,  our  flesh  is  miserably  weak.*  And 
so  the  prayer  concludes  with  the  petition  that  God  will  pre* 
serve  us  from  ever  falling  into  the  power  of  sin. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  several  clauses  of  the  ^^  Lord's 
Prayer"  recur  in  the  same  or  analogous  forms  in  Jewish 
prayers  of  various  periods.  Jesus  never  dreamed  of  expressly 
avoiding  the  language  of  religion  familiar  to  his  people  and 
his  age ;  and  some  of  the  expressions  used  in  the  prayers  of 
the  synagogue  must  have  remained  in  his  memory  and  be> 
come  endeared  to  him.  It  is  likely  enough,  therefore,  that 
he  purposely  adopted  certain  cuiTcnt  phrases  instead  of 
inventing  new  ones,  when  his  disciples  questioned  him  as  to 

1  Compare  Mark  xi.  25,  26;  Matthew  v.  28,  24;  and  pp.  161,  169L 

s  See  p.  169. 

«  Matthew  zzvi.  41  (Mark  xiv.  38,  Luke  luui.  46). 
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the  natare  of  true  prayer.  But  he  certainly  threw  into  these 
old  expressions  an  unsuspected  wealth  and  depth  of  new 
meaning ;  and  he  was  concerned  only  with  the  dispositions 
of  the  heart,  not  the  form  of  their  expression.  How  com- 
pletely following  generations  have  misunderstood  him !  As 
a  rule  they  have  troubled  themselves  but  little  as  to  the 
spirit  of  the  ''  Lord's  Prayer,"  and  throughout  the  ages  the 
words  have  been  committed  to  memory  by  millions,  and 
thoughtlessly  muttered  over  and  over  again  in  endless  repe- 
tition !  The  reformer  Luther  might  well  say  that  there 
never  had  been  such  a  martyr  as  the  "  Lord's  Prayer  "  ! 

We  need  not  insist  upon  the  light  which  this  short  prayer 
throws  upon  the  inner  life  of  Jesus,  especially  in  his  hours  of 
prayer,  or  upon  all  his  intercourse  with  God.  This  must  be 
obvious  to  every  one.  But  it  may  be  necessary  to  insist  that 
unless  we  are  in  sympathy  with  that  inner  life  itself,  and  have 
in  some  measure  appropriated  its  spirit,  it  is  utterly  impossi- 
ble for  us  to  understand  the  Master's  certainty  that  every 
prayer  is  heard,  or  to  know  what  we  are  doing  when  we  at- 
tempt to  judge  of  its  truth.  If  we  entirely  misunderstand 
and  disobey  the  Master  we  shall,  of  course,  fail  to  realize  the 
blessings  which  he  experienced  himself  and  promised  to  all 
his  disciples  from  pra3'er. 

"Ask  in  prayer  and  it  shall  be  given  ^'ou;  seek  and  you 
shall  find ;  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  to  you.  For  every 
one  who  asks  in  pra.yer  receives,  and  he  who  seeks  finds,  and 
to  him  who  knocks  it  is  opened." 

The  rising  intensity,  the  repetition,  and  the  solemn  asseve- 
ration of  these  words  are  enough  to  convince  us  that  Jesus 
was  not  only  free  himself  from  every  shadow  of  doubt  that 
prayers  are  answered,  but  also  desired  to  remove  such  douhts, 
once  for  all,  from  the  minds  of  others.  He  tried,  accordingly, 
to  expose  the  absurdity  of  all  doubt,  and  the  un worthiness 
of  all  lack  of  perfect  trust,  by  an  analog}'  taken  from  daily 
life:  — 

*'  Would  any  one  of  3'ou  give  his  son  a  stone,  if  he  asked 
him  for  a  cake  of  bread ;  or  a  serpent,  if  he  asked  him  for 
a  fish?  And  if  even  you,  whose  very  love  is  selfishness  in 
comparison  with  the  Highest  love,  if  even  3*ou  know  how  to 
give  good  gifts  to  30ur  children,  how  much  more  will  your 
heavenly  Father  give  good  things  to  those  that  ask  him ! " 

We  may  safely  say  that  Jesus  spoke  thus  from  his  own  ex- 
perience.    Not  that  ever}'  one  of  the  wishes  he  had  laid  be- 
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fore  God  had  been  fulfilled.'  Far  indeed  was  this  from  being 
the  case  !  But  though  he  did  not  always  receive  exactly  what 
he  asked  for,  he  had  never  prayed  in  vain.  Otherwise  he 
could  never  have  borne  up  so  bravely  and  accomplished  so 
much  when  almost  utterly  bereft  of  human  support,  persevered 
under  such  cruel  misconception  and  opposition,  retained  his 
zeal  under  every  kind  of  disappointment,  held  his  own  in 
every  conflict,  and  accomplished  the  task  of  his  life.  He  had 
reason,  then,  for  his  absolute  faith  in  the  power  of  pra3"er;* 
and  with  reference  to  the  spiritual  gifts  which  man  implores 
from  God,  he  supplemented  his  pai*adox  on  the  power  of 
faith  by  the  words:  *' Whatever  jou  ask  in  pra3er,  believe 
that  you  have  it,  as  it  were,  alread}',  and  it  will  be  given  you  ; " 
or,  as  another  Gospel  expresses  it ;  '*  Whatsoever  you  ask  in 
faith,  you  shall  receive."  '^ 

It  is  of  less  consequence,  though  worth}'  of  a  passing  no- 
tice, that  Luke  again  departs  further  than  the  first  Evangelist 
from  the  original  words  of  the  Master's  reasoning,  which  is 
what  the  logicians  call  an  argument  a  fortiori.  He  adds  a 
third  instance  :  ''  Which  of  you  would  give  his  son  a  scorpion 
if  he  asked  him  for  an  egg?"  This  example  is  not  so  well 
chosen  as  the  others ;  for  it  might  be  possible  to  palm  off  a 
stone  for  one  of  the  hard,  flat,  round  cakes  of  bread  common 
in  the  £ast,  and  a  serpent  might  perhaps  pass  for  a  dried  fish, 
but  a  scorpion  could  not  well  be  mistaken  for  an  egg.  Luke 
also  specifies  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  "good  gift"  which  God 
will  give.  This  is  an  explanation  of  the  Master's  sa3*ing  in 
the  spirit  of  Paul.  Final I3',  he  tries  to  show  by  another  ex- 
ample from  daily  life,  in  this  case  a  special  incident,  that  even 
men  generall}'  compl3^  with  a  request  at  last,  though  it  in- 
volves some  trouble  ;  how  much  less  will  God  refuse  ! 

Suppose,  he  says,  you  have  received  an  unexpected  visit 
from  a  friend  who  is  on  a  journe3%  and  has  come  upon  you  in 
the  middle  of  the  night.  He  is  hungry,  but  3'ou  happen  to 
have  nothing  in  the  house.  What  is  to  be  done?  The  shops 
have  long  been  shut,  but  30U  have  a  neighbor  with  whom  3'ou 
are  on  friendty  terms ;  so,  in  spite  of  the  unseasonable  hour, 
3'OU  put  a  bold  face  on  it  and  knock  at  his  door.  "  \Vho  is 
there?"  he  cries,  as  soon  as  the  noise  has  waked  him.  Then 
you  begin  to  beg  him  to  help  3'ou  out  of  your  difliculty.  *'  My 
dear  friend,"  3'Ou  sa3%  "do  lend  me  a  few  cakes  of  bread; 
for  an  acquaintance  of  mine  who  is  travelling  this  wa}'  haa 

1  Matthew  xxvi.  63. 

3  Mark  xi.  24  (Matthew  xxi.  22);  compare  pp.  194,  195,  and  James  i.  5,  6. 
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Joflt  come  to  my  house,  and  I  have  nothing  to  offer  him.** 
Bat  the  other  answers  peevishly,  and  without  coming  down, 
^-  Leave  me  alone !  The  house  is  locked  up,  and  the  children 
are  asleep  with  me.  How  can  I  get  up  to  find  the  bread  and 
unbolt  the  door  ?  "  And  yet  1  tell  you  he  will  do  it,  if  not  for 
friendship's  sake,  yet  to  satisfy  the  importunity  that  has  dis- 
turbed his  rest.  For  one  reason  or  another  he  will  put  on  his 
clothes  and  give  you  what  you  want.  Do  you  think,  then, 
that  God  will  let  you  supplicate  him  in  vain  ? 

There  is  something  that  shocks  our  sense  of  reverence  in 
the  application  of  such  incidents  of  human  life  to  God,  and 
we  never  meet  with  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  the  parables  of 
undoubted  authenticity.  The  same  characteristics,  however, 
reappear  in  several  stories  in  the  third  Gos[)el,  none  of  which, 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  are  genuine.  We  are  therefore 
amply  justified  in  questioning  the  authenticity  of  this  descrip- 
tion also.  At  any  rate,  we  know  already  that  Jesus  did  not 
really  regard  the  eflScacy  of  prajer  as  dependent  on  divine  ca- 
price, which  must  be  wearied  or  forced  into  compliance.  His 
experience  taught  him  that  the  heavenly  Father  cannot  allow 
the  children  who  lay  their  spiritual  wants  before  him  to 
suffer  need. 

It  was  prayer,  then,  that  gave  Jesus  strength  ;  prayer  that 
kept  his  trust  in  Go<l,  his  hope  and  his  courage  from  fading 
away,  that  preserved  him  from  ever  failing  hi  self-surrender, 
obedience,  or  love.  Communion  with  God  gave  him  all  the 
strength  he  needed  to  persevere  in  his  unwearied  labors, 
watchfully  to  maintain  the  struggle,  to  make  all  things,  even 
the  keenest  sufferings,  minister  to  the  development  and  hal- 
lowing of  his  character.  The  whole  course  of  his  life,  and 
above  all  his  death,  proves  that  this  was  so. 

Prayer  strengthened  him  for  all  things,  and  made  him, 
when  surrounded  by  dangers  on  every  side,  a  perfect  type  of 
the  tranquil  power  of  faith.  This  conception  is  visibly  set  be- 
fore us  in  an  emblematic  stor}*,  which  so  strongly  resembles 
that  of  the  storm  at  sea  with  which  we  began  this  chapter 
that  it  might  almost  be  regarded  as  a  later  modification  or 
elaboration  of  it.  Nevertheless,  it  has  a  sufllciently  strongly 
marked  character  of  its  own  to  deserve  a  special  treatment. 
In  the  Gospels  it  follows  immediately  after  the  feeding  of  the 
five  thousand. 

JesoB,  with  the  most  limited  possible  means  at  his  command, 
had  abundantly  satisfied  the  wants  of  countless  multitudes.^ 

1  See  pp.  148,  140. 
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IiLmediately  afterwards  he  commaDded  his  disciples,  who 
would  rather  have  sta3'ed  with  him,  to  embark  alone  and  cross 
the  lake.  He  would  presentlj-  join  them  himself,  but  must 
first  dismiss  the  crowd.  As  soon  as  he  had  done  so,  he  went 
up  the  mountain  to  pray.  He  felt  that  he  must  be  alone  with 
God.  It  is  an  eloquent  touch  in  the  story,  that  shows  us  how 
even  Jesus,  who  was  so  rich  that  he  could  give  food  to  all 
that  multitude,  yet  felt  poor  and  helpless  before  God,  and 
could  do  nothing  without  prayer !  But  what  that  prayer  ooidd 
enable  him  to  do  the  sequel  will  declare. 

The  shades  of  night  had  fallen  upon  the  lake,  in  the  midst 
of  which  were  the  disciples  in  their  boat,  while  Jesus  alone 
was  on  the  land.  He  saw  them  from  the  hill,  struggling  in 
vain  to  make,  head  against  the  strong  west  wind,  while  the 
mighty  waves  tortured  and  wrenched  the  vessel.  Upon  this 
he  came  to  them,  walking  upon  the  water,  about  the  fourth 
watch  of  the  night  (from  three  to  six  in  the  morning) .  He 
was  on  the  point  of  passing  them  by  ( ?)  when  the^'  saw  him 
walking  upon  the  sea,  and  thinking  it  was  a  ghost,  were  ter- 
rified and  shrieked  for  fear.  But  Jesus  said  at  once,  ^^  Be  of 
good  courage !  It  is  I.  Fear  not ! "  Then  he  got  up  into 
the  boat,  and  the  wind  was  hushed.  In  their  own  minds  they 
were  all  filled  with  consternation,  for  their  shallow  hearts  had 
not  understood  their  Mastei-'s  power,  even  when  he  fed  the 
crowd  miraculously. 

If  the  story  went  no  ftirther  it  might  be  supposed  really  to 
refer  to  the  Christian  communit}*  rather  than  to  Jesus  him- 
self.* Bereft  of  his  personal  presence,  given  over  to  the 
world's  hostility,  the  fiock  of  Jesus  looked  forward  through 
the  night  of  persecution  to  his  return,  of  which  no  man  knew 
the  hour,  * —  it  might  be  in  the  first,  the  second,  the  third,  or 
not  till  the  fourth  watch  of  the  night !  *  Or  when  not  looking 
for  his  immediate  return,  the  followers  of  Jesus  at  least  ex- 
pected his  might  to  interpose  on  their  behalf,  and  if  he  was 
with  them,  or  lent  them  his  help,  the}'  would  at  once  be  saved 
from  their  distress.  Perhaps  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  stoiy 
in  Mark,  or  his  authority.  But  the  first  Gospel  gives  us  a 
different  impression,  and  has,  we  are  inclined  to  think,  pre- 
served the  original  meaning  more  faitbfhlly.  Here  another 
figure  appears  upon  the  canvas,  probably  painted  in  by  a 
later  hand,  and  removes  the  possibility  of  doubt  as  to  the' 
meaning  of  the  picture.     When  Jesus  had  striven  to  cahn  his 

1  See  p.  960.  >  Matthew  xxiv.  42,  xxv.  13. 

*  Compare  Mark  vi.  47,  48  with  Mark  xiu.  36. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   SOURCE   OF  JESUS'   STRENGTH.  269 

terrified  disciples,  Peter,  sajs  the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  cried 
out  fW>m  the  ship,  "  Lord  !  if  it  is  jou,  command  me  to  come 
to  you  on  the  water."  "  Come  then  !  '*  answered  Jesus.  Then 
Tcter  dropped  from  the  ship  and  began  to  walk  upon  the 
water  to  him.  But  when  he  saw  how  the  fierce  gusts  of 
wind  were  lashing  the  waves  he  was  afraid,  and  immediatel}' 
l)egan  to  sink.  **  Lord  !  help  me  !  "  he  ciied  in  terror,  and 
Jesus  put  out  h\h  hand  and  seized  him,  with  the  words  of 
gentle  but  serious  rebuke,  "  Wh}'  did  you  doubt,  O  you  of 
little  faith?"  As  soon  as  they  had  ascended  the  boat  the 
wind  was  hushed,  and  the  men  bowed  down  before  Jesus  and 
confessed,  "  Truly  thou  art  the  son  of  God  !  " 

The  picture  is  now  as  clear  as  we  could  wish.  Jesus,  in 
the  might  of  prayer,  walks  calmlj-  through  the  storm  on  the 
Imaging  billows  of  the  world.*  But  his  disciples,  though  their 
danger  is  far  less  than  his,  are  beside  themselves  with  fear. 
"^There  is  but  one  of  them  who  has  a  moment's  courage,  and 
even  his  heart  sinks  almost  directl}*.  But  for  the  delivering 
hand  of  Jesus-  he  would  perish.  He  lacks  the  mighty-  faith 
^hich  makes  all  things  possible  to  Jesus.' 

It  almost  seems  as  if  the  three  pictures  of  the  Master  him- 
snlf,  of  the  disciples,  and  of  Peter  must  be  meant  to  refer  to 
the  events  of  the  last  evening  of  the  life  of  Jesus.  But  apart 
fiom  personal  references  the  story  of  the  walking  on  the  sea 
is  a  masterpiece.  An  art-critic  of  the  highest  rank  *  has  as- 
signed it  a  place  of  honor  among  legends  that  excel  in  beauty 
and  depth  of  meaning  ;  for  it  puts,  as  it  were,  before  our  very 
eyes  this  weight}'  truth  :  Man  can  overcome  the  extremest 
difficulties  and  obstacles  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  task  so  long 
as  he  is  supported  b}-  the  ever  fresh  courage  of  faith,  but  no 
sooner  does  the  smallest  fear  creep  over  him  than  he  is  lost. 

No  man  has  ever  exemplified  this  power  of  faith  more 
strikingly  than  Jesus. 

Compare  Job  iz.  8 ;  Daniel  vii.  2;  Revelation  xiii.  1. 
s  Compare  Luke  xxii.  82.  *  Compare  Matthew  xtU.  80l 

4  doethe. 
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Chapter  XXH. 

THE  GATHERING  STORM. 

MATrHBW  XIV.  l-l:ki,  xv.  1-20;  Lukb  XIH.  31-38.» 

WITHIN  a  few  months,  at  most,  after  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus,  clouds  had  already' 
begun  to  appear  on  the  horizon;  but  the}'  had  gradually 
risen  in  gienter  number,  and  were  now  gathering  darkly  over 
the  Master's  head.  If  the  Evangelists  had  strictly  followed 
the  order  of  time  in  their  narratives,  the  whole  course  of 
events  would  be  clear  to  us,  and  we  should  understtind  how 
the  relations  between  Jesus  and  the  established  |x)wers  be- 
came more  and  more  strained,  and  the  opposition  to  him  grew 
in  intensity.  Even  as  it  is,  though  our  authorities  often  ar- 
range their  materials  with  reference  to  the  subject-matter 
rather  than  the  sequence  of  time,  we  may  still  follow  the 
coui-se  of  events  with  tolerable  certainty ;  but  to  do  so  we 
must  set  aside  certain  isolated  and  incorrect  statements  to  the 
effect  that  the  enemies  of  Jesus  had  laid  plots  to  get  him  out 
of  the  way,  even  at  an  early  period.^  Our  general  impression, 
then,  is  that  afler  Jesus  had  been  at  work  for  perhaps  some- 
thing less  than  a  year,  the  storm  began  to  gather  from  two 
quarters.  The  friendly  disposition  or  complete  indifference 
with  which  the  popular  leader  of  Nazareth  and  the  new 
Messianic  movement  in  Galilee  were  at  first  regarded  now 
gave  way  to  a  hostile  and  even  definitely  aggressive  line  of 
conduct,  in  which  it  appears  that  the  civil  as  well  as  the 
religious  authorities  took  part. 

Let  us  begin  with  an  event  which  must  have  moved  Jesus 
deeply,  both  on  its  own  account  and  as  an  omen  of  the  fate 
he  had  to  expect  himself.  This  event  was  the  death  of  John. 
The  account  we  have  of  it  runs  as  follows :  — 

The  prophet  of  the  wilderness  paid,  b}'  the  loss  of  his  lib- 
erty, for  his  boldness  in  rebuking  the  tetrarch's  marriage  with 
his  half-brother's  wife.*  The  only  reason  why  he  was  not  put 
to  death  at  once  was  that  Herod  shrank  from  exasperatuig 
the  multitudes  too  much,  and  they  reverenced  John  as  a 

1  Mark  vi,  14-29,  vii.  1-23;  Luke  ix.  7-9. 

a  Mark  iii.  6  (Matthew  xii.  14).  •  See  pp.  122,  123. 
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pioihet.  According  to  other  authorities  Herodias  desired 
the  prophet's  death,  but  her  husband  protected  him ;  for  once 
he  had  sammoned  him  into  his  presence  and  had  received  so 
strong  an  impression  of  his  uprightness  and  sanctity  that  he 
had  ever  since  entertained  a  feeling  of  awe  towards  him,  and 
had  protected  him  from  every  injury.  In  fact,  although  the 
prophet's  exhortations  always  threw  him  into  great  dejection 
and  perplexity,  he  could  not  help  sending  for  him  repeatedly. 
All  this  did  but  confiim  Herodias  in  her  murderous  design, 
for  the  implacable  hatred  of  the  offended  woman  was  still 
further  heightened  by  fear  for  her  own  future  when  she  saw 
what  a  hold  the  prophet  was  evidently-  gaining  upon  the  prince 
himself. 

At  last  her  opportunity  came.  It  was  Herod's  birthday,  or 
perhaps  the  anniversary  of  his  accession  to  the  throne.  The 
grandees  of  the  kingdom,  the  captains  of  the  army,  and  the 
heads  of  the  most  distinguished  families  were  invited  to  court 
to  give  lustre  to  the  feast.  The  splendor  displayed  was  daz 
zling ;  the  pleasures  offered  to  the  distinguished  guests  over- 
powered the  senses;  boundless  prodigality  and  entrancing 
luxury  reigned  supreme.  Herodias  had  prepared  a  surprise 
for  the  guests.  The  feast  was  far  advanced  when  Herod's 
step-daughter  was  announced.  As  soon  as  she  was  admitted, 
she  b^ged  her  prince  and  step-father  to  allow  her  to  dance 
for  the  entertainment  of  his  guests.  Could  a  princess  deign 
to  display  herself  like  a  common  dancing-girl  before  so  many 
unchaste  eyes  ?  Had  she  no  motive  but  affectionate  attention 
to  the  founder  of  the  feast?  Herod  had  no  suspicion,  and 
readily  accepted  her  offer.  Then  Salome,  for  so  the  girl  was 
called,  began.  She  threw  herself  into  every  bewitching  atti- 
tude or  movement  which  the  verj'  perfection  of  art  admitted ; 
and  as  her  lovely  form  glanced  or  floated  before  their  eyes, 
the  spectators  were  so  enraptured  b}'  her  grace  that  they  all 
gazed  upon  her  in  speechless  admiration,  till  a  great  burst  of 
applause  greeted  the  close  of  her  performance.  Herod  him- 
self was  transported  with  delight,  and  signified  his  pleasure 
by  a  promise  of  princely  magnificence  :  ''  Ask  what  you  will, 
and  you  shall  have  it."  And  when  she  seemed  at  first  to 
iecline  any  recompense,  he  repeated  with  a  mighty  oath, 
''  Name  your  boon !  for  it  shall  be  granted,  though  it  were 
half  my  kingdom  ! "  "  Then  bring  me  the  head  of  John  the 
Baptist  here  on  a  salver!"  she  cried,  for  her  mother  had 
taught  her  her  lesson  well.  Herod  was  thunderstruck  by  the 
reqa«>st ;  but,  however  deeply  moved,  he  dare  not  break  the 
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oath  that  he  had  sworn,  especially  in  the  presence  of  all  hia 
guests.  So  he  gave  the  raiirrlerous  command  against  which 
his  heart  revolted.  A  guard  was  instantly  despatched  to  the 
prison,  where  he  did  the  wretched  deed  ;  and  immediately  the 
prophet's  severed  head  was  brought  to  the  i)rincess  on  a  salver. 
She  took  it,  and,  thanking  the  prince  for  liis  favor,  retired  to 
bear  the  reward  of  her  art  to  lier  motiicr.  Herodias  was 
avenged,  and  coald  now  rest  in  peace. 

When  the  disciples  of  John  heard  of  their  master's  fatal 
end,  they  begged  for  the  body,  and  gave  it  an  honorable 
burial.  Then  they  went  to  Jesus  and  told  him  all  that  had 
occurred,  upon  which  he  left  his  work  for  a  little  while,  took 
ship,  and  retired  to  a  solitary  place  on  the  other  side  of  the 
lake. 

Not  long  afterwards  the  name  of  Jesus  happened  to  be 
mentioned  in  connection  with  that  of  his  predecessor  at 
Herod's  court-  At  that  time  divers  opinions  concerning  him 
prevailed  among  the  mass  of  his  folio  were  ;  some  held  him  to 
be  Elijah,  and  others  some  one  of  the  old  prophets.  But 
when  his  fame  reached  Herod,  the  monarch's  conscience 
smote  him  heavily,  and  he  said  to  his  courtiers,  ^^  I  believe 
he  is  John  the  Baptist  himself,  whom  I  beheaded!  He  is 
nsen  fVom  the  realms  of  death,  and  that  is  why  he  has  such 
wondrous  powers."  So  he  longed  for  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
him.     He  would  have  one  soon. 

This  eminently  dramatic  stor}'  certainly  cannot  be  accepted 
as  it  stands.  It  betrays  too  much  art  in  its  striking  con- 
trasts between  the  manners  of  the  court  and  the  person  of 
the  prophet.  We  have  already  seen  that  the  occasion  of 
John's  imprisonment  is  not  correctl}'  given  by  the  Gospels. 
That  such  a  man  as  Herod  '*  delighted  in  hearing"  John  is, 
to  say  the  least,  an  exaggeration.  The  ghastly  scene  in  which 
the  prophet's  head  is  carried  into  the  festive  hall  may  not  be 
quite  impossible  in  such  an  age  and  at  such  a  court,  but  it  is 
hardly  probable.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  Herodias  is  drawn 
after  the  model  of  Ahab's  wife,  who  hated  and  persecuted  the 
first  Elijah ;  ^  and  Salome  is  evidently  copied  from  Esther,  for 
she,  too,  visits  the  prince  by  surprise,  captivates  him  by  her 
beauty,  obtains  a  promise  of  any  thing  up  to  the  half  of  his 
kingdom,  and  at  the  festive  board  demands  the  death  of  her 
enemy  as  the  royal  boon.^  Finally,  the  real  Salome  was  no 
longer  a  girl  at  this  period,  but  the  wife,  if  not  the  widow,  of 
the  tetrarch  Philip  ;  *  so  that  the  dance  at  least  is  unhistorical 

1  1  Kiniss  ^13^.  2t  xxi.  35.  a  Esther  v.  2,  3,  6,  vii.  2.  •  S«e  p.  4. 
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Is  the  whole  story  a  pure  fiction  then  ?  That  would  be  too 
much  to  assert.  Wc  must  certainly  accept  it  as  a  fact  that 
John  remained  some  time  in  prison.^  Nor  is  it  improbable 
that  a  woman's  hatred  contributed  to  his  fall,  for  shortly  after- 
wards, when  Herod  was  defeated  in  battle  by  the  insulted 
father  of  hi^  former  wife,  whom  he  had  rejected  in  favor  of 
Herodias,  the  populace  connected  his  disaster  with  the  mur- 
der of  John.  This  would  be  all  the  more  natural  if  Herodias 
had  been  the  cause  of  her  husband's  crime  as  well  as  of  his 
disaster.^  It  is  impossible  to  doubt  that  Herod  heard  of 
Jesus,  and  there  is  nothing  in  itself  improbable  in  the  ques- 
tion of  his  troubled  soul,  especially  as  given  by  Luke :  '*  I 
have  beheaded  John,  —  who  can  this  man  be  of  whom  I  hear 
such  things  ?  "  The  onlj'  difficulty  is  that  one  does  not  quite 
see  how  the  disciples  were  to  know  what  Herod  had  said  on 
the  subject.  Finally,  a  later  tradition  says  that  Herodias 
sewetly  buried  the  head  in  the  court  of  the  castle,  and  cast 
out  the  trunk  with  ignominy ;  but  we  have  no  reason  to  sus- 
pect the  statement  that  the  disciples  of  John  buried  their 
master's  body  and  brought  the  tidings  to  Jesus,  who  imme- 
diately- crossed  the  lake. 

We  need  not  stay  to  ask  whether  in  crossing  the  Sea  of 
Gennesareth  Jesus  was  fljing  from  Herod ;  whether,  at  any 
rate,  he  thought  it  best  to  leave  the  territory  of  Antipas  for  a 
time,  and  put  himself  out  of  reach  of  any  attack  or  persecu- 
tion. Without  recoui*se  to  such  a  supposition,  we  can  well 
believe  that  on  hearing  of  the  death  of  his  predecessor,  whom 
he  honored  so  deeply,  he  felt  that  he  mast  retire  into  solitude 
to  reflect  upon  an  event  which  had  so  greatly  shocked  him. 
Was  that  the  earthly  reward  of  one  who  had  consecrated  his 
undivided  heart  to  God's  kingdom,  and  had  been  the  greatest 
of  his  messengers  ?  Jesus  had  often  heard  and  read  of  the 
persecutions  to  which  the  prophets  were  exposed  of  old,  but 
it  was  a  very  different  thing  to  be  the  witness  of  such  events 
himself.  Moreover,  this  John  had  not  contented  himself  with 
simply  preaching  the  near  approach  of  God's  kingdom,  —  he 
had,  at  the  divine  behest,  put  his  own  hand  to  the  work  to 
hasten  its  approach.  What  a  bitter  disappointment  that  he 
should  fall  by  the  headsman's  sword  before  the  promise  was 
fulfilled !  ...  It  was  all  an  enigma ;  and  though  Jesus  never 
doubted  for  a  moment  in  the  truth  of  God's  promises  and 
the  approach  of  the  great  deliverance,  he  could  no  longer 

1  See  pp.  253  ff.  a  See  pp.  108,  123. 
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guess  what  ways  or  methods  God  would  choose  to  bring  these 
things  to  pass.  Might  not  such  a  fate  as  John's  be  hanging 
o\  er  his  own  head  ?  Was  it  not  at  least  possible  that  he  too 
must  fill  in  the  good  cause  ?  Might  not  ^e  opposition  which 
was  evor  growing  in  intensity  at  last  end  in  his  death  ?  And 
if  it  should  appear  that  such  was  indeed  God's  will,  what  did 
it  mean?  Why  had  John  fallen?  How  could  his  own  de- 
struction ever  help  the  coming  of  God's  kingdom?  Could  it 
be  possible  that  this  sacrifice  was  in  some  wa}'  needed  to  se- 
cure the  triumph  of  his  gospel?  .  .  . 

Such  thoughts,  we  ma}-  suppose,  took  possession  of  Jesus 
as  he  wandered  in  the  solitary  regions  on  the  north-east  shore 
of  the  lake.  He  certainly  came  to  no  hasty  or  sudden  con- 
clusion, but  these  gloomy  hours  or  da3's  of  contemplation 
bore  rich  fruit.  The  captivity  of  the  Baptist  had  been  the 
signal  for  Jesus  to  begin  his  work,  and  his  death  appears  to 
have  marked  a  crisis  in  his  spiritual  growth.  For  we  know 
that  as  during  the  Baptist's. life  he  had  closely  connected  the 
reception  accorded  to  him  with  that  which  he  had  received 
himsellV  so  after  his  death  he  saw  his  own  future  lot  fore- 
shadowed in  that  which  had  overtaken  his  predecessor.  Thus 
he  declared  to  his  friends,  "  They  have  done  what  they  would 
to  John,  and  so  shall  I  be  handled  bj'  them  also."  *  We  are, 
therefore,  not  surprised  to  find  him  henceforth  adopting  a 
different  tone  and  looking  at  every  thing  with  different  eyes 
from  before.  He  watched  every  unfavorable  indication  moi"e 
narrowly  than  ever,  and  gradually  accustomed  himself  to  con- 
template the  possibilit}'  of  his  being  rejected.  In  connection 
herewith,  as  we  shall  see,  his  attitude  towards  the  multitude, 
towards  their  leaders,  and  towards  the  established  authori- 
ties underwent  a  change ;  he  began  to  regard  his  own  task, 
and  even  himself,  in  a  new  light,  and  all  his  plans  came  to 
maturity. 

There  had  been  a  time  when  far  other  thoughts  as  to  his 
own  lot,  the  result  of  his  efforts,  and  the  future  in  general 
had  occupied  his  breast.  He  had  entered  upon  his  career 
joyously,  and  with  the  brightest  hopes  for  his  people.  All 
things  seemed  to  smile  upon  him  then.  What  a  change  had 
taken  place ! 

It  was  not  long  before  it  came  to  the  ears  of  Jesus  that  his 
predecessor's  murderer,  who  was  not  in  the  habit  of  trou- 
bling himself  much  about  popular  Jewish  teachers,  had  been 

1  See  p.  253 ;  compare  Matthew  xxi.  24-27. 
3  Matthew  xvii.  12. 
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ft] armed  by  the  reputation  he  had  acquired,  and  had  begun  to 
wutch  his  movements  with  no  friendly  eye.  He  came  to  heai 
of  it  in  this  way :  — 

A  short  time,  it  seems,  before  he  set  out  for  the  City  of 
the  Temple  certain  Pharisees  came  to  him  and  said,  ^*  Make 
ready  to  depart,  for  Herod  intends  to  kill  you."  It  would 
seem  from  the  conduct  of  Jesus,  and  the  judgment  he  passed 
on  their  words,  that  these  Pharisees  stood  in  some  closer  con- 
nection with  Herod  than  they  cared  to  allow  ;  but  his  answer 
has  ceitainl}*  not  come  down  to  us  in  its  original  form. 
''Go,"  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  '* Go  and  sa}-  to  that  fox 
in  m}'  name,  '  Behold  !  to-day  and  to-n^orrow  1  expel  demons 
and  perform  cures,  and  the  day  after  1  have  done.  And  yet 
to-day  and  to-morrow  and  the  day  after  I  must  journey,  for 
it  cannot  l^  that  a  prophet  should  die  elsewhere  than  in  Jeru- 
salem.' "  All  this  is  very  obscure,  if  not  contradictor}*.  The 
beginning  of  the  speech  implies  that  easting  out  devils  and 
healing  the  sick  was  the  regular  work  of  the  Master's  life 
from  day  to  day.  The  words  must  certainl}'  have  been  tam- 
l)ered  with.  Again,  the  conclusion  is  in  direct  contradiction 
with  the  fact  that  John  had  just  perished  away  from  Jerusa- 
lem. It  appears  most  probable  that  the  execution  of  John 
had  caused  so  much  indignation  that  Herod  dared  not  further 
exasperate  the  people  by  laying  hands  on  Jesus,  and  jet  that 
he  feared  some  serious  disturbance  might  be  the  result  of  his 
preaching  of  the  Messianic  kingdom.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  would  seem,  he  tried  to  drive  him  out  of  his  do- 
minions by  threats,  and  concerted  measures  for  the  purpose 
i\ith  the  Pharisees.  Jesus  saw  through  the  plot,  which  he 
denounced  as  a  fox's  trick,  and  declared  that  for  the  present 
('^to-da}',  to-morrow,  and  the  next  day"  is  a  proverbial  ex- 
pression for  any  short  period)  he  should  pursue  his  work 
fearlessly ;  but  he  added  that  he  should  soon  set  out  for  Jeru- 
salem, not  in  fear  of  Herod,  but  because  he  must  await  the 
result  of  his  labors  —  that  result  that  would  so  probably  be 
fatal  —  at  Jerusalem,  and  not  in  Galilee. 

His  prospects  were  indeed  as  dark  as  he  had  painted  them. 

The  storm  that  rose  from  the  South  was  at  least  as  danger- 
ous as  the  other.  The  fact  was,  that  the  ecclesiastical  au- 
thorities had  also  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  must  take 
some  definite  steps  against  the  Galilsean  teacher  of  the  peo- 
ple. Jesus  had  often  shown,  by  his  intercourse  with  sinners 
and  his  laboi*s  on  the  Sabbath  day,  that  he  thought  the  claims 
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of  humanity  more  important  than  the  precepts  of  the  Law 
and  the  tradition;  and  on  these  occasions  he  had  always 
found  that  certain  Pharisees  were  ready  with  their  censures. 
But  now  the  whole  party  —  whose  true  home  was  the  City  of 
the  Temple,  the  headquarters  of  Jewish  theology  and  the 
hot-bed  of  extreme  orthodoxy  —  entered  the  field  against 
him,  and  the  consequence  was  an  avowed  and  definite 
ruptui-e. 

Such,  at  least,  appears  to  be  the  meaning  of  an  encountor 
between  Jesjs  and  certain  Scribes.  Some  time  after  the  death 
of  John  (the  accounts  of  a  similar  measure  at  an  earlier 
period  de8er\'e  no  credit^),  some  Pharisees  who  belonged  to 
the  cla^s  of  Scribes  came  expressl}'  from  Jerusalem  to  the 
land  of  Gennesareth  and  attached  themselves  to  Jesus,  iu 
order  that  they  might  have  the  opportunity  of  judging  for 
themselves  of  his  teaching  and  his  conduct,  and  might  act 
accordingl}'.  These  men,  perhaps,  were  not  exactly-  sent 
oflaciall}'  to  Galilee,  but  it  certainl}'  was  not  solely  at  their 
own  instance  that  the}-  made  the  journey.  The  fact  was,  that 
so  many  unsettling  reports  had  reached  Jerusalem  as  to  the 
contempt  for  the  Law  shown  by  this  teacher  of  Nazareth, 
whom  so  many  of  the  people  followed,  that  the  Pharisaic 
paity,  or  its  leaders,  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  i*emain  pas- 
sive any  longer.  Some  of  their  number,  therefore,  came  to 
Galilee,  where  the^-  soon  made  themselves  fully  acquainted 
with  the  position  of  affairs,  and  deliberately  chose  their  point 
of  attack.  *'  Why,"  they  asked  severely,  "  do  3'our  follow- 
ers transgress  the  tradition  of  the  elders  in  not  washing  their 
hands  before  they  eat?" 

This  was  a  test  question,  and  we  must  try  to  understand 
its  bearing.  It  was  not  a  mere  casual  omission  that  was  con- 
demned, as  Mark  would  make  it  appear.*  A  great  principle 
was  at  stake.  The  Pharisees  accused  Jesus  of  despising  the 
*'  oral  law"  in  a  matter  of  extreme  importance.  The  tradi- 
tion of  the  elders^  or  generations  of  old,  had  Just  as  absolute 
authorit}'  with  the  Pharisees  as  the  written  law  of  Moses 
itself.  Indeed,  they  believed  that  this  tradition  had  been 
given  by  the  Loi-d  to  Moses  on  Mount  Sinai ;  that  he  had 
communicated  it  to  Joshua,  and  Joshua  to  the  elders,  frcm 
wliouj  it  had  been  received  by  the  prophets,  who  handed  it 
down  in  their  turn  from  generation  to  generation,  until  tbey 

1  Luke  V.  17  (compare  Matrhew  ix.  1  ff.,  Mark  ii.  Iff);   and  Mark  iii  28 
(oompnre  Matthew  xii.  24.     Se*  also  p.  134,  and  chap.  viii.  p.  576). 
8  Mark  vii.  2,  6. 
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committed  it  to  the  men  of  the  Great  Synagogue  to  be  finally 
preserved  and  promulgated  by  the  schools  of  theology  and 
their  leaders.  On  this  account  the  leaders  in  question  some- 
times enjoyed  more  respect  fh)m  the  masses  than  did  the  high 
priest  himself.  Indeed,  since  the  written  law  was  in  a  certain 
sense  within  the  reach  of  ever}-  one,  and  the  oral  tradition 
could  onl3-  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  people  by  the 
teaching  of  the  Scribes,  these  champions  of  religion  were  nat- 
urally disposed  to  attach  the  highest  value  to  the  sacred  trea- 
sure of  which  they  wc-.e  the  special  guardians,  and  ventured 
to  assert,  with  an  appeal  to  Moses  himself,'  that  "  the  words 
of  the  Scribes  were  weightier  than  the  words  of  the  Law." 

Ab  to  the  special  point  of  washing  hands  before  and  partic- 
ularly after  a  meal,  it  was  said  that  the  precept  had  passed 
into  forgetfulness,  but  that  Hillel  and  Shammai  revived  it  and 
taught  that  it  was  absolutely  binding.  We  read  of  a  certain 
Rabbi  Eleazar  who  was  banished  by  the  Sanhedrim  for  neg- 
lecting this  sacred  institution,  the  sentence  remaining  in  force 
even  after  his  death.  Of  course  the  object  of  these  regula- 
tions was  not  to  secure  cleanliness,  but  to  guard  against  cere- 
monial impurities.  Indeed,  precautions  of  this  kind  made  up 
the  substance  of  Jewish  religion,  whether  interpreted  bj'  the 
Sadducees  who  held  that  the  priests  were  more  especially 
bound  to  preserve  their  sacred  persons  from  impurity,  or  by 
the  Pharisees  who  taught  all  the  people  of  the  Lord  to  take 
the  same  precautions.  The  dread  of  becoming  unclean  with- 
out intending  it,  especiall}'  by  unwittingly  using  natural  prod- 
uce from  which  no  tithes  had  been  paid,  had  contributed 
powerfully  to  the  formation  of  the  Pharisaic  party.  On  re- 
turning from  the  market  it  was  necessary'  to  take  a  bath 
before  eating  anj'  thing,  for  who  could  tell  with  how  many  un- 
clean persons  he  might  have  come  into  contact?  Cups,  cans, 
brazen-ware,  and  even  bedsteads  required  frequent  washing 
for  fear  the}'  might  accidentally  become  unclean.  Nor  was 
all  this,  together  with  careful  washing  of  the  hands  before 
every  meal,  left  to  the  discretion  of  each  individual ;  for  the 
commandment  was  absolute.  We  may  see  how  miserably 
trivial  the  tradition  on  this  point  became  by  consulting  the 
Mishna,  the  oldest  and  most  important  part  of  the  Tahnud. 
The  Mishna  is  divided  into  six  books,  and  the  whole  of  one 
of  them  treats  with  incredible  minuteness  of  "  purifications." 
There  are  a  hundred  and  twenty-six  chapters  in  it,  four  of 
which  are  specially  devoted  to  the  washing  of  hands  before 

^  Deuti  'onooiy  iv.  14,  xvii.  10. 
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meat.  Tlio  discussion  ran  on  such  questions  as  whether  the 
hands  were  to  be  held  up  or  down,  and  whether  the  fingers 
only,  the  whole  hand,  or  the  arm  up  to  the  elbow  must  be 
made  wet.  A  later  Jewish  treatise  contains  twenty-six  direc- 
tions for  this  ceremony. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  point  ui)on  which  Jesus  was 
attacked  was  far  from  unimportant.  Religion  itself  was  at 
stake  !  How  did  he  defend  himself?  By  a  counter  attack  of 
crushing  violence  !  There  is  a  tone  of  long-suppressed  indig- 
nation, one  would  say,  in  the  answer  which  he  instantl}*  made  : 
'"  If  you  speak  of  transgression,  why  do  you  transgress  God's 
law  for  the  sake  of  3'our  tradition?  For  God  said,  'Honor 
3'our  father  and  mother ! '  and,  '  He  who  curses  his  father  or 
mother,  let  him  perish  and  find  no  mercy  ! '  But  you  say :  If 
a  man  saj's  to  his  father  or  mother,  Whatever  I  should  natu- 
rally have  devoted  to  your  support  is  corban  (that  is,  dedi- 
cated to  the  temple),  he  is  bound  by  his  vow.  You  will  not 
allow  him  to  support  his  parents  any  longer,  if  he  has  vowed 
his  money  to  the  temple.  Thus  have  you  disarmed  the  law 
of  God  for  the  sake  of  your  tradition.  You  hypocrites  ! 
How  truly  does  that  sa3'ing  of  the  prophet  Isaiah  fit  3'ou  : 
'  This  people  honors  me  with  their  lips,  hut  their  heart  is  far 
from  me !  In  vain  do  the}'  seek  to  honor  me  by  stamping 
precepts  on  the  people's  heart,  which  are  but  commandments 
of  men.' " 

This  answer  put  an  end  to  the  discussion.  A  haughty  si- 
lence was  the  onl}'  possible  reply  to  such  an  onslaught.  The 
faithful  guardians  of  the  tradition  had  not  come  all  the  way 
from  Jerusalem  to  be  put  on  their  own  defence  I  And  if  the}' 
had  any  other  complaints,  difficulties,  or  questions  in  store, 
they  might  well  be  content  without  stating  them,  for  the  Naz- 
arene's  declaration  had  been  as  frank  and  decisive  as  could 
possibly  be  desired.  The}'  knew  all  they  wanted  to  know  al- 
ready, and  perhaps  more.  The  narrative  seems  to  indicate 
that  Jesus  himself  was  now  convinced  that  he  had  nothing 
more  to  hope  from  the  Scribes  or  from  the  Pharisees  in  gen- 
eral ;  that  a  reconciliation  was  impossible,  and  that  the  only 
appeal  lay  to  the  general  public.  At  least,  we  read  that  he 
now  summoned  the  multitude  and  cried  emphatically,  "  Listen 
to  mo  all  of  you,  and  understand  my  words  !  It  is  not  that 
which  goes  into  the  mouth  that  defiles  a  man,  but  that  which 
comes  out  of  the  mouth ! "  His  words  were  few,  but  there 
was  matter  enough  for  thought  in  them.  When  he  was  alone 
with  his  disciples  again,  Peter  said  to  him,  ''Explain  t\iis 
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8Ry\ng  to  US  !  *'  "  What ! "  he  cried,  "  are  oven  yon  so  dull 
uf  comprehension  still?  Do  you  not  understand  that  what- 
ever goes  in  at  the  mouth  drops  into  the  bell}',  and  is  there 
separated  and  cast  away  ?  But  what  comes  out  of  the  mouth 
is  from  the  heart,  and  that  defiles  a  man.  For  fW)m  the 
^eart  come  such  evil  thoughts  as  mui-der,  adultery,  unchastity, 
heft,  false  witness,  evil  speaking  against  holy  things.  That 
s  what  defiles  a  man." 

So  Jesus  said  ;  but  tho  second  Evangelist  makes  him  add 
iie  verj'  gi-atuitou8  explanation  that  the  reason  why  nothing 
which  comes  from  outside  can  defile  a  man  is  that  it  does 
not  go  into  his  heart  but  into  his  stomach.  The  first  Evan- 
gelist, too,  misses  the  far-reaching  consequences  of  the  say- 
ing, and  limits  its  application  by  the  closing  words  :  ''  But 
to  eat  with  unwashed  hands  does  not  defile  a  man."  There 
was  little  ambiguity,  however,  in  the  words  that  Jesus  used 
to  the  multitude  and  to  his  friends,  or  in  the  manly  utter- 
ances that  preceded  them.  They  were  an  open  declaration 
of  war,  not  only  upon  such  individuals  as  covered  the  lack 
of  true  piety  in  their  hearts  b}'  strict  compliance  with  the 
external  ordinances  of  religion,  or  the  schools  which  favored 
such  hypocris}',  but  on  the  Jewish  conception  of  religion  gen- 
erally. Surely  no  less  than  this  was  involved  in  his  declara- 
tion that  nothing  external  can  make  a  man  unclean  in  the 
sight  of  God  ;  in  his  passionate  denunciation  of  the  doctrine 
that  so-called  duties  to  God  (in  point  of  fact,  duties  to 
the  temple  and  the  priests)  transcend  all  others;  that 
money  once  set  aside  for  sacred  purposes  must  under  no 
pretence  be  applied  to  secular  objects;  that  a  son  was  at 
liberty,  —  nay,  when  once  he  had  made  the  vow,  was  irrevoca- 
bly bound  —  to  let  his  parents  suffer  want  in  favor  of  the  tem- 
ple!  "A  noble  way,"  Mark  makes  him  cry  to  the  Scribes,  — 
''A  noble  wa\',  in  truth,  of  mocking  the  law  of  God  to  main- 
tain Aour  own  tradition,  —  and  this  is  only  one  example  out  of 
man}*- !  "  There  is  something  in  the  style  in  which  he  speaks 
of  ^^your*'  tradition,  as  though  it  were  totally  external  to 
himself;  something  in  his  choice  of  an  example  that  had  filled 
him  with  the  utmost  indignation  and  appeared  to  him  so 
absolutely  conclusive ;  something  in  his  application  to  the 
pious  Jews  before  him  of  Isaiah's  stern  rebuke,  — that  makes 
us  ask  whether  he  had  not  been  goaded  and  exasperated 
already  by  events  of  which  we  have  no  record.  At  any  rate, 
when  his  disciples  came  to  him  afterwanis,  and  asked  him 
with  some  trepidation,  ^^  Do  you  know  how  indignant  the 
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Pharisees  were  when  they  heard  what  you  said?"  He  an- 
swered, almost  contemptuously,  that  since  the  Pharisaic 
school  was  not  of  God,  it  would  soon  meet  its  ruin :  "  Every 
plant  that  my  heavenly  Father  has  not  planted  shaU  be  rooted 
up.  Let  them  be !  They  are  blind  leaders  of  the  blind.  If 
a  blind  man  chooses  a  blind  guide,  they  will  both  faU  into 
the  gutter ! " 

But  it  may  still  be  asked  whether  it  was  not  the  oral  law 
alone  with  which  Jesus  had  broken,  and  which  he  declared 
to  consist  of  mere  "  commandments  of  men ; "  whether  he 
did  not  still  acknowledge  the  di%dne  authority  of  the  Mosaic 
or  written  law,  —  especially  as  he  cites  the  fifth  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  as  the  word  of  God  ?  But  observe !  Jesus 
proclaimed  and  applied  the  principle  that  the  religious  life 
cannot  be  polluted  except  by  the  moral  uncleanness  which  a 
man  brings  upon  himself.  He  was  evidently  quite  aware  of 
the  far-reaching  consequences  of  this  principle,  and  its  flat 
contradiction  of  the  Jewish  religion.  He  knew  perfectly 
well  that  the  various  laws  as  to  clean  and  unclean  food  were 
contained  in  the  books  of  Moses;  he  knew  that  the}' were 
dear  and  sacred  to  the  heart  of  the  Jews  (witness  their 
conduct  under  the  persecution  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes) ,  — 
and  3'et  he  fixed  upon  these  ver}'  laws,  together  with  the 
innumerable  regulations  as  to  cleanness  and  purifications,  as 
to  sacrifices  and  vows ;  and  if  he  did  not  absolutely  annul 
them,  he  yet  roiindlj' declared  that  the5'have  no  binding  force 
and  no  intrinsic  value.  All  this  proves  beyond  dispute  that 
he  attributed  diWne  authority  to  the  commandment,  "  Honor 
thy  father  and  thy  mother ;  "  not  because  it  was  contained  and 
enforced  in  the  twentieth  and  twenty-first  chapters  of  Exodus, 
but  because  the  moral  sense  of  man  confiiTns  it  without  ap- 
peal. The  8upremac3%  then,  not  only  of  the  tradition,  but 
of  the  Law  itself,  he  unhesitatingl}'  rejects. 

But  Jesus  did  not  rashly  hurry  his  followers  into  every  pos- 
sible deduction  that  could  be  made  from  his  principle.  With 
perfect  tact  he  confined  himself  in  his  controversy  with  the 
Scribes  to  one  striking  example,  and,  in  his  appeal  to  the 
multitude  and  his  own  disciples,  kept  to  the  subject  then  in 
hand.  But  he  did  not  mean  to  let  the  matter  rest  here. 
This  deliberate  and  emphatic  appeal  from  the  pious  leaders 
to  the  people  themselves  had  a  double  motive.  In  the  first 
place,  Jesus  was  now  convinced  that  nothing  could  be  done 
with  these  leaders,  and  that  he  must  leave  them  to  take  their 
own  course,  whereas  he  still  hoped  better  things  iVom  the 
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people's  sense  of  truth ;  hut,  in  the  second  and  principal 
place,  he  saw  how  the  masses  were  bowed  down  beneath  the 
weight  of  the  regulations  forced  upon  them  on  pain  of  incur- 
ring the  wrath  of  God,  so  numerous  that  it  was  next  to  im- 
possible to  observe  them  all !  He  saw  how  hard,  how  very 
hard,  this  was  upon  them  ;  saw  that  it  was  a  yoke  the}'  could 
not  bear.^  In  direct  antagonism  to  the  Scribes,  therefore, 
and  in  the  hope  of  rescuing  his  fellow-countrymen  altogether 
from  the  influence  of  the  Pharisees,  he  gave  more  prominence 
to  his  own  person  henceforth  than  he  had  done  hitherto.  He 
had  already  absolved  the  multitude  from  the  duty  of  blind 
obedience  to  the  laws  that  related  to  food  and  ceremonial 
purity,  and  not  long  afterwards  he  invited  them  in  more' 
general  terms  to  exchange  the  principles  of  the  Pharisees  for 
his:  "Come  unto  me  all  you  that  are  wearied  and  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest !  Take  my  3'oke  upon  you 
and  learn  of  me,  for  I  am  gentle  and  lowl}'  of  heart ;  and  you 
shall  find  rest  for  your  souls.  For  my  3'okc  is  easy,  and  my 
burden  light."  ^  Nor  did  he  shrink  from  chastising  that  spir- 
itual pride  which  is  fostered  by  a  hard  and  formal  religion. 
''You  are  the  men,"  he  said  to  the  Pharisees,  ''who  pass 
yourselves  for  righteous  in  human  eyes,  but  God  sees  into 
your  hearts ;  and  what  is  exalted  by  men  is  an  abomination 
to  God."  •  Finally,  lio  gave  liis  followers  the  emphatic  warn- 
ing :     "  Beware  of  the  I'harisaic  leaven  !  "  * 

So  the  relations  between  Jesus  and  the  Pharisees  had  long 
been  growing  sharper  and  more  strained,  and  after  this  open 
rupture  tlie  breach  between  them  could  never  be  closed  again. 
The  contest  now  begun  could  end  onl}'  with  the  absolute  de- 
feat of  one  or  other  of  the  two  parties.  It  was  a  struggle  for 
life  and  death. 

Aft^r  this  momentous  encounter,  we  are  told  that  Jesus 
withdrew  to  the  region  of  Tyre  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  the  bound- 
aries, perhaps  even  be^'ond  them,  of  Pha?nicia.*  If  this 
statement  is  trustworthy,  we  maj*  certainly  connect  the  jour- 
ney with  the  controversy'  that  preceded  it,  and  may  suppose 
that  after  his  collision  with  the  Pharisees  Jesus  deemed  it 
advisable  to  retire  beyond  the  reach  of  his  adversaries  for  a 
time.     Since  it  was  not  his  intention  to  preach  in  Phoenicia, 

1  Coinpare  Acts  xv.  10-19  ;  Coloasians  ii.  20-22. 

2  Matthew  xi.  28-30.  >  Luke  xvi.  15. 
*  Matthew  xvi.  6  (Mark  viii.  15;  Luke  xii.  1). 

»  Mark  vii.  24  (Matthew  xv.  21). 
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he  would  hardly  have  made  a  rather  difficult  expedition  of 
two  short  days'  journe}',  unless  he  had  had  some  strong  rea- 
son for  it.  How  long  he  staj-ed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Tyre 
we  are  not  told.  Mark  makes  him  joumej^  «till  farther 
north,  through  the  district  of  Sidon,  and  then  turn  south-east 
to  the  lake  of  Galilee,  pass  some  way  down  its  eastern  shore 
apparently,  and  finail}-  take  ship  and  cross  in  a  south-west- 
erly direction  to  Dalmanutha,  where  we  meet  him  once  again.^ 
But  the  Evangelist's  geography  is  open  to  suspicion,  and  we 
are  inclined  to  lay  these  apparently  purposeless  wanderings 
of  Jesus  to  the  account  of  Mark's  want  of  accuracy.  At  any 
rate,  Matthew  does  not  make  him  go  either  so  far  noith  or 
so  far  east,  but  represents  him  far  more  simply  as  returning 
from  the  boundaries  of  Phoenicia  to  the  lake,  and  then  cross- 
ing over  to  the  neighborhood  of  Magdala.^ 

But  did  he  reall}'  retreat  at  all?  A  similar  step  is  men- 
tioned earlier,  after  an  account  of  his  violating  the  Sabbath. 
But  this  is  onl}'  in  one  of  the  Gospels,  and  the  connection  in 
which  it  occurs  throws  suspicion  on  it.'  It  is  at  anj'  rate 
worth}'  of  notice  that  Jesus  is  said  to  have  retired  or  fled  on 
several  similar  occasions.  When  he  heard  that  John  was 
murdered  he  crossed  the  lake.  After  his  dispute  with  the 
Pharisees  about  cleanness  he  went  to  Phoenicia;  and  pres- 
ently, after  another  hostile  encounter  with  the  Pharisees,  he 
crosses  to  the  north-eastern  shore  and  passes  through  Beth- 
saida  to  Caesarea  Philippi.  Thus  we  find  him  repeatedly  re- 
tiring to  a  place  of  safety,  and  quitting  the  scene  of  conflict 
just  when  appearances  are  most  threatening.  If  we  may  add 
the  earlier  voyage  to  the  land  of  the  Gadarenes,  then  we  have 
four  of  these  special  journeys  unconnected  with  missionary 
labors,  —  two  of  them  south  and  north  across  the  lake,  and  two 
to  the  extreme  noilh  of  the  country,  east  and  west.  This  is 
a  very  curious  illustration  of  the  growing  difficulty  of  his  po- 
sition, and  a  proof  that  even  if  no  overwhelming  reasons  had 
soon  compelled  him  to  set  out  for  Jerusalem,  he  could  hardly 
have  quietly  continued  his  work  in  Galilee.  He  had,  in  fact, 
no  choice. 

But  is  it  possible  that  Jesus  fled?  Was  it  in  keeping  with 
his  character  or  consistent  with  his  dignity  to  do  so  ?  Not  if 
he  was  really  the  wonder-worker  that  the  Gospels  say  he  was ; 
nor  yet  if  he  followed  the  prophets,  as  some  people  seem  to 
think  he  did,  in  cherishing  and  recommending  a  trust  in  God 

1  Mark  vii.  31,  viii.  10.  3  Matthew  xr,  S9,  S9. 

*  Matthew  xii.  15 ;  compare  Mark  iii.  7. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   QATHEBIKG   STORM.  28S 

vr'iich  is  fatal  to  all  self-help  and  foresight,  in  leaving  every 
thing  to  God  and  resting  passively  and  blindl}'  in  his  will  and 
pleasure  revealed  by  chance  events !  But  Jesus  was  not  a 
man  of  this  stamp.  His  religious  belief,  that  all  things  were 
ordained  by  Providence,  had  no  injurious  effect  whatever  on 
his  moral  perceptions ;  and  he  by  no  means  felt  absolved  from 
the  dut}'  of  self-preservation  or  from  obedience  to  the  moral 
law,  that  commands  us  to  protect  our  lives  as  long  as  it  is  in 
our  power  to  do  so.  Jesus  knew  that  to  lose  his  life  was  to 
save  it ;  but  that  was  only  if  conscience  and  the  good  cau^e 
require  him  to  ^' hate"  his  life,  and  if  he  could  only  preserve 
it  by  forsaking  his  duty,  —  by  falsehood  and  unfaithfulness. 
There  was  a  difference  between  sacrificing  his  life  and  wan- 
tonly squandering  and  despising  it.  Jesus  was  no  fanatic. 
Afterwards  he  came  to  see  that  the  conflict  must  in  aU  proba- 
bility result  in  his  destruction,  but  at  present  this  seemed  far 
from  certain  ;  and  even  when  he  saw  that  the  catastrophe  was 
almost  inevitable,  he  still  took  every  possible  precaution  that 
prudence  could  suggest,  that  he  might  have  no  cause  to 
reproach  himself.  Again,  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  now 
speaking,  —  that  is  to  say,  during  the  last  few  months  of  his 
Galikean  ministry, — he  had  not  yet  fulfilled  the  task  for 
which  he  felt  himself  to  be  personall}'  responsible.  The  train- 
ing of  his  disciples,  to  which  he  had  been  able  to  give  too.  lit- 
tle time  as  3'et,  lay  upon  his  heart,  and  he  must  of  necessity 
make  an  appeal  to  the  nation  at  large  ;  nor  could  this  appeal 
be  made  anywhere  but  at  Jerusalem.  He  had  abundant 
reason,  then,  for  not  throwing  his  life  awa}'. 

There  is,  however,  a  more  valid  objection  to  the  tmth  of 
these  accounts,  and  we  have  therefore  expressed  ourselves 
with  hesitation.  Two  of  the  journeys,  those  to  Gadara  and 
Tjre,  both  of  them  places  inhabited  by  heathen,  are  made  the 
occasion  of  events  which  are  entirel}*.  unhistorical,  —  mere 
emblematic  representations  of  the  position  of  affairs  in  the 
apostolic  age.  The  other  two  journeys  —  the  one  that  fol- 
lowed the  death  of  John,  and  the  one  to  Caesarea  Philippi  — 
are  certainly  historical ;  but  in  both  these  cases  the  desire  to 
be  alone  with  his  disciples  was  a  subsidiary-,  if  not  the  primary, 
motive  in  the  mind  of  Jesus.  On  the  other  hand,  it  does  not 
follow  that  because  the  accounts  of  what  took  place  on  two 
of  the  joume\'8  are  incredible,  the  journey's  theinselves  were 
never  made;  whereas  the  very  desire  to  be  alone  with  the 
Twelve  for  so  long  a  time  and  at  so  great  a  distance  is  itself 
exceedingly  significant.     We  may,  therefore,  adopt  the  con* 
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elusion  with  some  confidence,  that  the  work  of  Jesus  assuuKH) 
a  new  aspect  during  the  last  period  of  his  stay  in  the  regions 
of  Galilee.  He  no  longer  appeared  regularl}'  in  public,  for  he 
was  constantly  beset  by  his  oi)ponent8.  His  previous  jour- 
no3's,  generally  short  ones,  had  no  other  object  than  to  enable 
him  to  preach  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom  at  different  places  , 
but  henceforth  he  repeatedly  withdrew  altogether,  and  for  a 
time  desisted  from  preaching.  He  seldom  appeared  in  Caper- 
naum, never  sta^'ed  there  long,  and  —  this  can  liardly  be  an 
accident  —  never  again,  so  far  as  we  know,  taught  in  a  syna- 
gogue. Henceforth  he  was  much  alone  with  his  trusted 
friends  till  he  set  out  for  Jerusalem.  It  soon  became  cl?ar 
that  the  end  of  his  Galilaean  ministry,  and  with  it  the  decision 
of  the  conflict  he  had  entered  upon  and  the  fate  that  awaited 
him,  was  approaching  with  rapid  steps. 


Chapter  XXIII. 

JEWISH  THIRST  FOR  THE   MARVELLOUS. 

Luke  XVII.  20,  21 ;  Matthew  XVL  1-3 ;  Mark  VIII.  11-18.» 

WE  have  seen  the  various  powers  in  Israel  adopt  a 
threatening  attitude  towanis  Jesus,  and  have  noticed 
I'he  consequent  mollification  in  his  Une  of  action  ;  but  we  can- 
not consider  our  sketch  of  the  growing  embarrassment  of 
his  position  complete  until  we  have  i)oiuted  out  one  of  the 
deeper  causes  which  made  his  rejection  by  his  people  almost 
certain.  This  rejection  was  not  due  to  any  concoui^e  of  acci- 
dental circumstances.  It  was  tlie  necessary  outcome  of  the 
character  of  the  age  and  the  religious  disposition  of  the  Jews. 
They  had  not  the  moral  culture  or  the  independent  strength 
of  faith  which  were  required  to  understand  and  follow  Jesus. 
In  a  word,  they  had  not  that  sense  of  truth  which  was  needed 
to  test  his  words  and  principles,  and  to  adopt  them  as  ap- 
proved. When  we  remember  the  direction  taken  b\'  Judaism 
since  the  days  of  Ezra,  we  shall  hardly  expect  to  find  that 
quickness  of  moral  perception,  still  less  that  independence  of 
the  authority  of  Scripture  and  tradition,  without  which  it  was 
impossible  to  do  Jesus  justice.     There  is,  therefore,  nothing 

1  Luke  xii.  54^&6.  xi.  16,  39;  Matthew  xii.  38,  39. 
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CO  surprise  us  in  his  fate.  An  age  in  which  orthodoxy  holds 
sway  over  fettered  reason  and  conscience  cannot  comprehend 
the  proofs  of  the  spirit,  and  is  not  satisfied  with  the  creden- 
tials til  at  Truth  herself  hrings  with  her.  An  unspiritual  peo- 
ple must  have  not  only  its  conscience  but  its  imagination  fed, 
and  this  was  a  demand  which  Jesus  could  not  meet. 

On  this  subject  we  have  the  unimpeachable  evidence  of  a 
converted  Jew,  who  had  fouglit  against  the  Nazarene  with  all 
his  powers.  Paul  himself  declared  that  the  great  reason  why 
Israel  did  not  believe  was  that  '*  The  Jews  require  a  sign."  * 
He  meant :  •'  Si«jrn8  and  wonders  are  the  only  proofs  tliey  will 
admit  that  any  one  is  sent  by  God  and  is  preaching  the  truth. 
If  they  cannot  have  this  palpable,  external  i)roof,  they  with- 
hold their  faith."  On  that  demand  for  miracles,  that  deficient 
.  sense  of  truth,  and  the  constant  collisions  that  it  caused 
l>etween  Jesus  and  the  leaders  of  the  nation,  we  will  now  fix 
our  special  attention. 

In  the  first  place,  our  Gospel  narratives,  in  their  present 
form,  are  themselves  the  strongest  proof  how  universal  and 
how  fonuidable  this  morbid  craving  had  become.  Issuing  as 
they  do  from  the  circles  of  the  faithful,  tlu»v  boar  the  stamp 
of  the  spirit  that  prevailed  among  them,  and  show  us  the  con- 
ditions with  which  the  preaching  of  Christianity  had  to  com- 
}Ay^  or  rather  the  price  it  had  to  pay  in  order  to  gain  a  hearing. 
^Se  see  that  it  was  compelled  to  set  its  original  simplicit}'  and 
purity  aside,  and  make  a  wonder-worker  of  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth. Prodigies,  it  was  imagined,  were  necessary  to  mark 
him  as  the  Christ.  ''Truly  thou  art  the  son  of  God!"  cry 
the  witness(*s  of  his  miraculous  deeds. '"*  "  Is  not  this  the  son 
of  David?"  ask  the  astounded  multitudes,"  and  the  demons 
prove  again  and  Jigain  that  they  are  well  aware  of  his  dignity.* 
In  this  spirit  and  from  this  cause  all  the  emblematic?  sketches 
of  the  Master's  outer  actions  and  inner  life  which  were  in  cir- 
culation from  the  earliest  times  were  gradually  transfoimed 
into  stories  of  miracles. 

We  have  constantl}'  endeavored  to  restore  these  sketches  to 
their  original  significance,  but  there  are  some  narratives  which 
hardly  admit  of  such  treatment.  We  will  give  two  of  them 
as  specimens.  They  differ  from  the  stories  we  have  already 
examined,  inasmuch  as  the  others  simply  speak  of  all  kinds 
of  miraculous  healings,  whereas  these  two  show  that  the 
Christians  actually  went  so  far  as  to  ascribe  raisings  from  the 

1  1  Corinthians  i.  22,  23.  a  See  p.  269. 

9  Matthew  xii.  23;  compare  pp.  38-40.  *  See  pp.  131, 136. 
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dead  to  their  Master.  Jesus  did  indeed  declare  that  he  called 
the  (spirituall}')  dead  to  life  again  ;^  but  these  stories  owe 
their  origin  not  so  much  to  a  misconception  of  this  saying,  as 
to  the  simple  love  of  the  marvellous  which  could  not  bear  the 
Christ  to  be  outdone  by  the  prophets  Elijah  and  Elisha.*  It 
is  possible,  however,  that  Jesus  ma}'  on  some  occasion  have 
entered  a  house  of  mourning  and  endeavored  to  restrain  the 
violent  demonstrations  of  grief,  and  to  banish  the  sorrow 
without  hope,  by  the  consoling  assurance  that  death  was  but 
a  sleep  which  a  glorious  waking  would  succeed.  Some  such 
saying  ma}-  have  determined  the  form  of  the  following  storj- : 
A  certain  man  called  J  air,  the  chief  of  the  city  or  the  syna- 
gogue, once  came  to  Jesus  and  bowed  down  to  the  earth  be- 
fore him,  passionately  entreating  him  to  return  with  him  to  his 
house,  where  his  only  child,  a  daug^hter  twelve  yeai's  old,  lay 
d3'ing.  If  onl}-  he  would  lay  his  hand  upon  her  she  would 
recover  and  live !  Jesus  yielded  to  his  entreaty  and  went 
with  him,  accompanied  bj'  the  Twelve.  On  their  way  they 
met  some  people  who  came  from  Jair's  house  and  said,  *'  Trou- 
ble the  Master  no  more,  for  your  child  is  dead."  But  when 
Jesus  heard  the  message  he  cheered  the  disconsolate  father 
with  the  words,  '*  Fear  nothing !  Only  believe  ! "  When  they 
came  to  the  house  of  mourning,  Jesus  allowed  none  but  Peter, 
James,  and  John  to  go  in  with  him.  The}-  found  the  hired 
mourners  and  flute-players  already  busy,  while  all  the  inmates 
of  the  house  and  the  relatives  of  the  child  joined  them  in 
raising  the  extravagant  signs  of  grief  which  were  customax}' 
among  the  Jews.  But  the  lamentations  of  all  these  people, 
as  they  wept  and  wailed  aloud,  offended  Jesus.  As  soon  as 
he  entered  he  commanded  them  to  be  silent,  and  said :  "  Why 
are  you  weeping  and  wailing?  The  child  is  not  dead  but 
sleeping."  They  laughed  him  to  scorn  ;  but  he  had  them  all 
sent  out,  and  with  the  parents  and  his  three  friends  only  en- 
tered the  room  where  the  girl  was  lying.  Without  pausing  a 
moment  he  took  her  by  the  hand  and  said,  ''  Tahtha  cumi ! " 
that  is,  **  Maiden,  arise  ! "  Upon  this  the  spirit  returned  to 
her  body,  and  she  raised  herself  and  stood  up.  Picture  the 
joy  and  amazement  of  the  parents  !  Jesus  told  them  to  give 
her  something  to  eat,  and  strictly  commanded  them  not  to  let 
any  one  know  what  had  happened.' 

1  Matthew  xi.  5;  compare  p.  254. 

3  1  Kings  xrii.  17-24;  2  Kings  iv.  18-37;  compare  yoI.  ii.  chaps,  xu.,  xiiL 
pp.  138-149. 

8  Matthew  ix.  18,  19,  23-26  (Mark  ▼.  22-24,  35  43;  Luke  viii.  41,  42,  49-56> 
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On  another  occasion,  as  he  was  going  to  the  village  of  Nain, 
accompanied  by  his  disciples  and  a  crowd  of  followers,  he 
met  a  Ainerfil  procession  close  by  the  gate.  The  only  son  of 
a  widow  was  being  carried  to  his  grave,  and  the  sympathy 
naturally  felt  for  his  mother  had  attracted  a  number  of  the 
villagers  to  the  procession.  Now  when  the  Lord  saw  her  he 
was  deeplj'  moved,  and  said  to  her,  *'  Weep  no  more ! "  Then 
he  went  up  to  the  bier  and  laid  his  hand  on  it,  upon  which  the 
beoreiis  stood  still  and  Jesus  cried,  ^^  Young  man,  arise!" 
and  at  once  the  dead  man  stood  up  and  began  to  speak  ;  and 
Jesus  gave  him  to  his  mother.  All  present  were  overwhelmed 
with  awe  and  praised  God.  ^'A  mighty  prophet  has  risen 
among  us ! "  they  cried.  '^  God  has  graciously  remembered 
his  people ! "  and  all  Judsea  and  the  whole  country  round  rang 
with  the  name  of  Jesus.^ 

These  stories  are  not  without  artistic  merit,  but  from  a  re- 
ligious point  of  view  they  have  little  or  no  value.  To  trans- 
late a  word  of  the  Holy  Spirit  into  a  material  prodigy  is 
any  thing  but  a  deed  of  faith.  For  the  rest,  the  gradual 
heightening  of  the  marvel  is  obvious.  First  we  have  a  girl, 
who  has  but  just  expired ;  then  a  young  man,  who  is  on  the 
point  of  being  buried.  Before  long  it  was  asserted  that  Jesus 
had  restored  a  body  to  life  after  it  had  been  buried  four  days 
and  was  already  decomposing !  ^  But  this  latter  story  be- 
longs to  a  different  class,  and  the  two  we  have  given  already 
are  quite  enough.  We  shall  not  stay  to  indicate  the  parallels 
between  these  narratives  and  the  raisings  from  the  dead  by 
Elijah  and  Elisha ;  for  our  onlj'  purpose  in  giving  them  at  all 
was  to  illustrate  the  spirit  of  the  age.  If  the  Christians  could 
not  believe  in  Jesus  as  the  Christ,  or  at  least  could  not  justify 
their  belief  without  producing  such  stories  as  these,  we  can 
well  understand  the  reproach  which  a  writer  of  the  second 
century  makes  Jesus  aim  at  his  fellow-countrymen  and  con- 
temporaries;  ^^  Unless  3'ou  see  signs  and  wonders,  you  do 
not  believe."* 

In  connection  with  Paul's  declaration  given  above,  these 
words  might  be  paraphrased:  ''The  reason  why  the  Jews 
never  believed  in  Jesus  was  that  they  never  saw  him  do  signs 
and  wonders." 

We  have  now  pointed  out  and  described  the  enemy  with 
which  Jesus  had  to  wrestle,  and  can  go  on  to  the  circumstances 
nnder  which  the  deadly  encounter  took  place.     That  Jesus 
1  Luke  yH.  11-17.  >  John  xi.  «  Juhu  iv.  48. 
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should  be  required  to  show  "  a  sign  "  was  but  the  natural  con- 
sequence of  the  general  want  of  all  real  sense  of  truth. 

Our  accounts  arc  so  wofully  confused  that  it  is  impossible 
to  say  with  certainty  whence  the  demand  came,  whether  it 
was  repeated  more  than  once,  and  if  so  what  was  its  special 
significance  on  each  occasion.  As  to  the  first  point,  however, 
we  may  be  tolerably  certain  that  the  demand  came  from  the 
usual  opponents  of  Jesus,  and  not  from  the  people  gcrciaur. 
The  Pharisees,  then,  or  more  esi^ecially  the  Pharisaic  Scnbes, 
demanded  a  sign  of  him;  for  they  felt  sure  he  would  net  be 
able  to  give  it,  and  so  they  hoped  to  drive  him  into  a  strait. 
Matthew  tells  ns  that  the}'  made  the  demand  on  two  occasions. 
Now,  as  a  rule,  when  we  find  the  same  thing  twice  in  the 
same  Gosi)el,  we  simply  lay  the  repetition  to  the  Evangelist's 
account,  and  suppose  that  he  had  found  two  more  or  less  dis- 
crepant versions  of  the  same  affair,  and  had  accepted  them 
as  referring  to  distinct  events.  But  in  the  present  case  we 
cannot  do  so,  for  on  comparing  Matthew  with  the  other  two 
(xospels,  and  observing  the  great  difference  between  the  an- 
swers of  Jesus  on  the  two  occasions,  we  are  compelled  to  dis- 
tinguish between  them.  But  since  Matthew  has  thrown  his 
materials  together  without  regaiH.1  to  their  true  connection, 
our  safest  course  will  be  to  lay  all  the  stress  upon  the  answers 
of  Jesus  and  endeavor  to  make  out  from  them  the  special 
bearing  of  the  questions.  By  this  means  we  arrive  at  some 
such  conception  of  what  took  place  as  follows :  — 

Some  time  ago  the  Pliarisees  had  (Muleavored  to  bring 
Jesus  into  a  si  rait  by  the  question,  '"  When  is  the  kingdom 
of  (rod  comiui^?"  Surely  he  who  had  announced  the  king- 
dom as  near  at  hand  from  his  very  first  appearanc(»,  he  whose 
preaching  had  such  constant  reference  to  its  advent,  might 
fairly  be  supposed  to  know  when  it  was  coming.  '*  The 
kingdom  of  (rod,"  answered  Jesus,  "■  comes  in  no  visible 
form  ;  and  no  one  can  say,  '  See  !  here  it  is  !  *  or  '  See  1  it  is 
there !  *  for  behold  the  kingdom  of  God  is  in  the  midst  of 
you."  This  answer  was  evidently  based  on  a  misunderstand- 
ing, probably  an  intentional  one.  The  '*  coming  "  of  which 
the  Pharisees  spoke  was  the  glorious  establishment  of  the 
Messianic  kingdom,  whereas  the  answer  of  Jesus  referred  to 
its  gradual  preparation.  The  formation  of  a  society  of  the 
future  citizens  was  itself  the  "coming  of  the  kingdom;"* 
and,  since  that  was  the  only  sense  in  which  men  had  any 
thing  to  do  with  it,  those  who  sought  for  the  salvation  to 

1  See  p.  255. 
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oome  had  only  to  attach  themselves  to  Jesus.     The  complete 
and  final  triumph  might  be  safely  left  to  God. 

Of  course  this  answer  did  not  in  the  least  degree  satisfy 
the  questioners ;  so  they  presently  came  to  him  again  with  a 
more  direct  request :  '"  If  the  kingdom  of  God  is,  as  you  say, 
close  at  hand,  show  us  at  least  some  one  of  the  signs  in 
heaven  whicli  are  to  precede  the  Messianic  ago."  What  could 
appear  more  reasonable  than  such  a  request?  »Every  one 
knew  that  the  end  of  the  present  age  was  to  be  heralded  by 
fearful  signs  in  heaven.  The  light  of  the  sun  was  to  be  put 
out,  the  moon  turned  to  blood,  the  stars  robbed  of  their 
brightness,  and  many  other  fearful  signs  were  to  be  shown !  ^ 
If  only  one  of  these  could  be  i)roduced,  they  would  be  con- 
tent ;  but  if  not,  they  must  decline  to  surrender  themselves 
to  an  idle  joy  which  must  end  in  a  bitter  disappointment : 
and  surely  Jesus  himself  could  hardly  expect  them  to  believe 
in  him  on  his  bare  word !  Jesus  saw  at  once  the  extreme 
difKcult}-  of  his  position.  *'  Do  you  want,"  he  repUed  with 
some  acerbit3 ,  '*  a  sign  in  the  sky  tliat  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  indeed  at  hand?  When  the  sky  Is  red  at  even  you  say, 
'  It  will  be  fine  to-morrow,  as  those  evening  tints  declare.* 
If  the  sky  is  a  lurid  red  in  the  early  morning,  you  say, 
'  There  will  be  a  storm  to-day,  for  the  clouds  are  threaten- 
ing.' You  know  well  enough  how  to  read  the  face  of  the 
sky,  and  can  you  not  read  the  signs  of  the  times  ?  "  Or,  as 
Luke  reports  the  words :  ' '  When  you  see  a  little  cloud  ris- 
ing in  the  West,  you  say  at  once,  '  It  is  going  to  rain.'  And 
so  it  does.  And  when  the  south  wind  rises,  you  say,  *  It 
will  be  hot  to-day.'  And  so  it  is.  You  hypocrites!  30U 
can  discern  the  face  of  earth  and  heavtjn,  why  can  you  not 
discern  the  times?"  B3'  the  "  signs  of  tlie  times"  he  proba- 
bly meant  the  remarkable  spiritual  signs  which  distinguished 
the  age,  rather  than  the  deep  political  distress  of  the  people.* 
Had  he  explained  himself  more  fully,  he  would  have  pointed 
to  one  clear  and  unmistakable  sign  in  the  impetuous  longing 
for  the  kingdom  of  God  which  hiid  prevailed  ever  since  John 
began  to  preach  ;  and  more  especially  to  his  own  work  and 
teaching,  and  the  result  they  had  produced.  And  again,  was 
not  the  conversion  of  ''  sinners,"  and  the  religious  movement 
among  the  *'  peoples  of  the  land,"  a  fulfilment  of  the  ancient 
prophecies  that  spoke  of  the  salvation  to  come  ?    But  such 

1  See,  for  example,  Joel  ii.  10,  31,  iii.  15;  Matthew  xxiv.  29,  30;  Acts  ii.  19. 
aO;  Revelation  vi.  12,  13,  xvi.  18,  at  seq. 

2  See  pp.  00-y9. 
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facts  as  these,  though  proof  enough  to  Jesus  that  he  had  noi 
misinterpreted  the  voice  of  his  own  heart,*  were  beneath  the 
notice  of  the  Scribes.  Indeed,  in  some  instances  they  were 
a  distinct  source  of  offence  to  the  ''clean.'*  Consequently 
his  opponents  were  not  even  aware  that  Jesus  had  wrested 
their  weapon  from  their  hands  and  turned  it  against  their 
own  bosoms.  And  he  on  his  side,  knowing  that  their  hearts 
and  consequently  their  eyes  were  closed  against  him,  de- 
parted from  them  rather  than  expose  himself  to  fruitless  con- 
troversy and  further  questioning. 

But  the  Pharisees  did  not  intend  to  leave  him  at  j^eace  so 
long  as  they  still  met  him  on  their  wa}'.  If  he  could  not  give 
au3'  guarantee  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  beautiful  promises  he 
made,  let  him  at  any  rate  produce  his  credentials  and  show 
his  own  personal  right  to  speak!  ''Master,"  they  said  to 
him  on  another  occasion,  "  we  would  gladly  see  a  sign  from 
you."  They  meant  bj'  a  sign  some  miracle  to  prove  that 
God  had  sent  him.  Here,  if  anywhere,  they  seemed  to  be 
distinctly  within  their  rights ;  and  here  they  could  relj'  on 
having  the  people  completely  on  their  side,  if  only  out  of 
curiosity.  The  case  was  this:  Jesus  professed  to  be  a 
prophet,  and  as  such  he  was  reverenced  by  the  masses  who 
honored  him  so  highly.  Now  they,  the  Pharisees,  declared 
that  they  were  ready  and  anxious  to  acknowledge  him  them- 
selves, if  he  would  but  satisfy  their  reasonable  demand  for 
proofs  There  had  never  been  a  prophet,  they  urged,  who 
had  n%yl  performed  miracles.  For  several  centuries  there  had 
been  no  prophets  at  all,  and  generations  ago  their  ancestors 
had  already  begun  to  look  forward  eagerly  to  the  coming  of 
a  messenger  from  God  who  could  remove  their  difficulties ; ' 
and  now  a  man  from  Nazareth  came  and  professed  to  be  such 
.1  messenger,  —  was  it  any  thing  out  of  the  ,way  to  request 
him  to  substantiate  his  claims  ?  Was  Jesus  baffled  by  the 
Pharisees'  request?  No ;  but  he  was  filled  with  the  deepest 
indignation  by  their  dulness  of  perception  and  blindness  to 
the  light  of  truth.  Mark,  who  confuses  this  with  the  pre- 
vious request,  tells  us  that  Jesus  heaved  a  deep  sigh  that 
rose  from  his  inmost  soul,  and  said :  "  TMi}'  does  this  gen- 
eration want  a  sign  ?  I  tell  3'ou,  of  a  truth,  if  a  sign  be  given 
to  this  generation  — ! "  This  broken  form  of  words  was  the 
strongest  mode  of  asserting  that  a  thing  would  never  happen. 
Matthew  and  Luke  give  the  answer  at  greater  length  in  the 

1  Compare  pp.  254.  255  ;  and  Matthew  xxiv.  32,  83. 

>  Compare  Fsalin  Ixxiv.  9;  1  Maccabees  is.  27,  iv.  46,  xiv.  iL 
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fonn  of  a  rebuke  introduced  by  an  absolute  refusal:  ''A 
wicked  and  adulterous  generation  asks  for  a  sign,  and  no 
sign  shall  be  given  it  but  the  sign  of  the  prophet  Jona ! " 
Jesus  denounces  those  who  ask  for  a  sign  as  men  who  show 
their  moral  degradation  and  want  of  true  piety  by  their  hard- 
ness of  Ueart  and  utter  incapacity  to  judge  of  the  truth,  and 
yet  more  in  their  evil  design  of  drawing  the  people  awaj- 
from  him  by  teaching  them  to  suspect  the  preacher  who  had 
no  credentials.  This  appeal  to  the  "  sign  of  Jona"  implies  a 
heavj-  threat;  but  neither  it  nor  the  verses  that  follow  are 
much  to  the  purpose  here.  We  shall  discuss  and  explain 
them  in  the  fbllowing  chapter,  when  we  find  Jesus,  disap- 
pointed in  his  own  people,  turning  his  eyes  to  the  heathen 
world. 

At  present  we  need  only  remark  that  this  demand  for  a 
sign,  though  made  in  the  politest  form,  was  on  both  occa- 
sions a  most  damaging  method  of  attack ;  for  the  opponents 
of  Jesus  had  public  opinion  entirely  on  their  side.  This 
completely  explains  the  violence  with  which  Jesus  repelbid 
the  attack.  In  this  matter  he  could  not  appeal  to  the  people 
from  their  leaders,^  for  all  were  alike  infected  with  this  thirst 
for  marvels.  Jesus  asked  his  brother  men  to  believe  in  him 
because  he  spoke  the  truth,  and  the  truth  must  and  should 
be  recc^nized  by  every  heart.  But  reason  and  conscience 
are  the  organs  by  which  truth  is  perceived,  and  their  devel- 
opment in  Palestine  at  this  period  was  so  imperfect  and  one- 
sided that  they  could  no  longer  be  trusted.  Jesus  had  only 
too  much  reason  to  utter  the  solemn  warning,  ^^  Look  to  it 
that  the  light  which  is  in  you  be  not  darkness ! "  ^ 

Had  Jesus  been  a  man  of  brilliant  personal  gifts,  such  as 
permanently  fascinate  and  carry  away  the  multitudes,  the 
people  would  have  clung  to  him  still.  But  there  was  nothing 
BuflSciently  distinguished  or  uncommon  about  him.  For  a 
time  the  novelty  of  his  mission,  the  enthusiasm  with  which 
he  spoke  and  acted,  —  in  a  woixl,  his  moral  force,  —  created 
some  excitement ;  but  this  first  impression  gradually  passed 
away,  and  at  last  every  one  became  accustomed  to  him, 
wanted  something  fresh,  and  demanded  some  more  startling 
sign  than  the  occasional  cure  of  a  single  demoniac.  And  in 
proportion  as  this  indifference  or  unbelief  increased,  Jesus  on 
his  side  raised  his  demands  and  adopted  a  tone  of  authority 
and  an  attitude  of  command  unknown  before.  And  so  the 
alienation  grew.  A  brief  flicker  of  enthusiasm  when  he  set 
1  Compira  p]>.  87S,  880.  >  See  p.  159. 
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out  for  Jerusalem  and  awakened  fresh  hopes,  a  greater  cold- 
ness than  ever  when  those  hopes  were  disappointed,  — such 
was  the  inevitable  future  that  laj'  before  him. 

Jesus  never  conquered  this  passion  for  miracles.  At  the 
cost  of  his  life  he  triumphed  over  many  obstacles ;  but  this 
hostile  power,  this  faithless  demand  for  signs,  soon  crept  into 
his  own  conununit}'.  We  have  seen  already  how  that  same 
want  of  spiritual  perception  which  contributed  so  powerfully 
to  his  fall  threatened  to  undermine  his  cause  when  he  was 
lead. 

Jesus  was  well  aware  that  his  great  foe  was  this  incapacity 
lo  perceive  the  truth.  The  same  want  of  faith  blocked  up 
his  patli  which  had  poured  out  the  blood  of  the  ancient 
prophets.  lie  saw  more  and  more  clearly  that  he  too  must 
share  the  common  fate  of  prophets,  and  be  rejecteii  by  the 
ra^n  of  his  own  generation.  He  declared  it  plainly'  enough 
at  Jerusalem  :  ^  — 

"Woe  to  3'ou,  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  h}i)Ocrites !  for  you 
build  the  graves  of  the  prophets  and  adorn  the  tombs  of 
the  righteous,  and  say,  '  If  we  had  lived  in  the  days  of  our 
fathers  we  would  not  have  been  guilt}'  with  them  of  the  blood 
of  the  prophets.'  So  3'ou  yourselves  bear  witness  that  you 
are  the  sons  of  those  who  murdered  the  prophets.  Then  do 
ycii  fill  up  your  fathers'  measure  1 " 


Chapter  XXIV. 

JESUS  AND  THE  SAMARITANS  AND  HEATHEN. 

Mattukw  XX.  1-lG,  XII.  38-42,  XXII.  1-14  ;  Lukb  X.  26-87,  XIIl. 
28-80,  VIL  1-10,  XVII.  11-19.« 

THE  apostolic  age  was  torn  by  a  fierce  controversy'  as  to 
whether  those  who  were  not  Jews  might  be  admitted 
into  the  community  of  the  Christ,  and  so  into  the  Messianic 
kingdom,  without  being  first  circumcised  and  otherwise  incor- 
porated into  the  people  of  Israel.  Now,  in  tliis  dispute,  both 
parties  appealed  directly  to  their  common  Master  in  oonfirma- 
tiDn  of  their  passionate  assertions.     Which  of  the  two  had 

1  Matthew  xxiii.  29-32. 

2  Matthew  vui.  5-1  .J;  Luke  xi.  29-32,  xiv.  15-24. 
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misunderstood  him,  and  which  was  in  the  right?  After  wh»t 
we  have  already  seen  of  Jesus  we  cannot  be  at  a  loss  for  an 
answer  a  single  moment.  When  Jesus  himself  transgressod 
the  laws  that  referred  to  clean  and  unclean  food,  to  ceremo- 
nial purit}-,  and  other  such  things ;  when  he  declared  that 
they  were  of  no  importance,  and  robbed  the  external  Jewish 
religion  in  general  of  its  binding  authority,  —  then  he  threw 
down  the  partition  wall  between  Israel  and  "the  peoples." 
Nay  morevhis  God  was  not  the  King  of  Israel,  but  the  ben- 
efactor and  the  father  of  all  mankind,  even  the  idolaters 
themselves  ;  and  he  required  his  followers  to  love  the  enemies 
of  their  faith,  and  pray  for  their  heathen  persecutors.  In 
fact,  the  whole  question  was  virtually,  or  rather  practicallj', 
decided  by  his  coming  to  make  sinners,  who  stood  on  the 
same  footing  as  heathen,  members  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Tlie  only  question  that  can  still  be  asked  is  whether  he  shrank 
from  the  consequences,  obvious  as  they  were,  of  his  own 
principles.  When  he  came  into  contact  with  heathen,  as  he 
must  have  done  in  Galilee  with  its  heathen  surroundings  and 
its  mingled  population,  did  he  shrink  back?  If  not,  how  was 
it  possible  for  the  Jewish-Christians  to  appeal  to  him  with 
perfect  confidence? 

If  we  look  to  the  Gospels  for  a  solution,  we  find  the  varioas 
accounts  so  completely  contradictor^^  that  we  are  simply  be- 
wildered. On  the  one  hand,  the  Twelve  are  strictly  enjoined 
to  beware  above  all  things  of  turning  to  the  heathen  or  fcia- 
maritans,  and  Jesus  rejects  a  suppliant  heathen  woman  with 
the  words,  **  It  is  not  right  to  take  the  bread  of  the  children 
[Israelites]  and  throw  it  to  the  dogs  [heathen.]  **  *  How  could 
a  Paulinist  call  Jesus ' "  Lord  "  after  this  ?  But  elsewhere  we  find 
it  repeatedly  declared,  and  expressly  urged  upon  the  Apostles 
personally,  that  the  gospel  must  be  preached  all  over  the 
world  as  a  witness  to  all  peoples.*  How  could  the  faithful 
friends  of  Jesus  so  completely  forget  this  command?  It  is 
easy  to  see,  however,  that  Jesus  cannot  really  have  said  these 
things,  and  that  they  were  only  put  into  his  mouth  afterwai*ds 
in  consequence  of  the  dispute  itself,  and  at  a  time  when  it 
was  raging.  Some  scholars  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  say 
that,  since  the  Apostles  confined  their  activity  to  Israel,  none 
of  the  sayings  ascribed  to  Jesus  which  seem  to  favor  the 
heathen  can  be  genuine.  But  we  have  no  right  to  go  so  far 
as  this,  for  we  know  that  the  Twelve  were  not  always  the 

1  See  pp.  182,  184,  and  chap.  iii.  p.  502. 

a  Matthew  xxiv.  14,  xxvi.  13,  xxviii.  19  ;  Mark  xvi.  15;  Luke  xxiv.  47 
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best  of  hearers,  and  never  fully  grasped  their  Master's  free 
ideas.  Besides,  thej'  actuallj'  did  recognize,  or  at  least  tol- 
erate, the  preaching  of  Heathen-Christianity.^  All  we  can 
be  sure  of  is  that  they  never  received  any  definite  command 
to  go  and  preach  to  the  heathen.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
equally  cei*tain  that  words  of  such  rigid  Jewish  exclusiveness 
as  those  cited  above  never  passed  the  lips  of  Jesus, 

The  question  still  remains,  How  are  we  to  explain  the  fact 
that  the  orthodox  members  of  the  first  Christian  communities 
conscientiously  believed  themselves  to  be  acting  in  the  blas- 
ter's spirit?  Had  he  never  expressed  himself  distinctlj*  on 
the  subject  of  the  admission  of  the  heathen  ?  We  must  bear  in 
mind  that  the  question  was  not  whether  the  heathen  were  to 
be  admitted  at  all.  No  one  disputed  that ;  and  man}-  of  the 
prophets  long  ago  had  foretold  the  conversion  of  the  heathen 
to  faith  in  Israel's  God."  It  was  a  question  of  the  terms  of 
admission.  Now  Jesus  had  never  distinctly*  expressed  an 
opinion  on  this  subject,  simply  because  he  had  never  thought 
of  any  definite  terms  of  admission  at  all,  and  the  question 
hpjd  not  arisen  during  the  brief  period  of  his  public  ministr}'. 
His  conduct  towai*ds  the  publicans  may  seem  conclusive  to 
an  unprejudiced  observer ;  but  the  Jewish-Christians  perhaps 
reflected  that,  after  all,  even  these  lost  ones  were  sons  of 
Abraham,  and  were  not  quite  the  same  as  positive  heathen. 
And  then  principles ^  however  clear  and  definite,  can  only 
appeal  successfully  to  minds  in  sympathy  with  them  ;  and  it 
was  impossible  to  produce  any  definite  action  or  express  com- 
mand of  Jesus  with  which  to  silence  the  champions  of  IsraeFs 
exclusive  privileges ;  for,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  Jesus 
had  confined  his  personal  activity  to  his  own  nation, — besides 
which  he  cherished  a  very  natural  partiality  for  his  own  coun- 
try and  his  own  people.  Finally,  the  heathen  world  was 
really  at  that  time  far  below  the  moral  and  religious  level  of 
Jewish  society ;  so  that  Jesus,  however  ready  to  acknowledge 
all  that  was  good  in  the  heathen,  yet  warned  his  followers, 
fh>m  time  to  time,  against  their  worldliness  and  want  of  faith.* 
On  the  other  hand,  the  heathen  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact, and  who  impressed  him  favorablj*^  with  the  spiritual 
capabilities  of  the  heathen  world,  had  doubtless  already  em- 
braced the  Jewish  religion  more  or  less  completely.  At  least 
so  we  should  gather,  not  so  much  from  their  being  settled 

1  See  pp.  18, 19. 

s  For  example,  Isaiah  ii.  S-4,  Izvi.  88 ;  Michah  it.  9,  «f  aea. 

«  Bfatthew  y.  47,  vi.  88. 
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ill  the  territory  of  larael,  as  from  their  approaching  Jesus 
of  their  own  accord.  His  dealings  with  the  heathen,  then, 
may  have  given  him  the  opportunity  of  shaming  and  threat- 
ening his  own  countrymen,  without,  after  all,  conclusively 
proving  to  the  Jewish-Christians  that  a  heathen  might  hope 
to  become  a  member  of  the  kingdom  of  God  without  first 
taming  Jew. 

We  shall  presently  return  for  a  moment  to  this  point. 
Another  question  is,  how  far  the  ideas  of  Jesus  with  regard 
to  the  relations  of  the  kingdom  of  God  to  the  heathen  and 
Samaritans  were  modified  in  the  coarse  of  his  public  career? 
Here,  too,  the  Gospels  leave  us  in  the  hirch  by  their  neglect 
of  the  order  of  time.  But  we  may  remedj'  the  defect  to  some 
extent  ourselves,  for  it  stands  almost  to  reason  that  he  could 
not  have  begun  b}'  including  the  heathen  in  his  sur\'ey ;  at 
any  rate,  he  cannot  at  first  have  expected  them  to  take  the 
place  of  his  own  countr}-men.  Let  us  trj',  therefore,  to  form 
some  conception  of  the  successive  stages  of  conviction  on  this 
point  which  Jesus  went  through  under  his  varying  experi- 
ences. In  doing  so  we  shall  not  always  mention  the  Sama- 
ritans separately,  but  shall  use  the  word  ^^  heathen"  as 
including  them,  for  we  know  that  in  the  eyes  of  a  Jew  the 
two  were  on  precisel}'  the  same  footing. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  we  ma}'  safely  start  ftom  the  fact 
that  Jesus  —  himself  an  Israelite  in  heart  and  soul  —  began 
his  work  among  his  people  with  a  view  to  hastening  the  Messi- 
anic kingdom  ;  that  is  to  say,  with  a  view  to  helping  on  the 
realization  of  a  purely  Israelitish  ideal  for  the  benefit  of  Is- 
rael. Like  the  prophets,  fi-om  whom  he  borrowed  this  con- 
ception, he  thought  in  the  first  place  of  the  salvation  of  his 
own  people,  and  originally  the  work  of  redemption  which  he 
personally  hoped  to  accomplish  did  not  extend  beyond  them. 
But  even  then  he  believed,  in  common  again  with  his  great 
predecessors,  that  in  the  Messianic  age  Israel  would  be  the 
light  of  the  world  and  the  teacher  of  the  peoples,  who  in  their 
turn  would  share  all  its  privileges.  From  the  very  first  Jesus 
was  absolutely  free  from  the  narrow  exclusiveness  of  his  con- 
temporaries, —  an  exclusiveness  which  sprang  from  national 
pride  and  religious  rancor,  and  found  utterance  in  anti- 
cipations of  vengeance  and  unworthy  conceptions  of  God. 
Two  parables  are  still  preserved  which  contain  an  em- 
phatic protest  against  this  exclusive  spirit.  The  first 
most  likely  belongs  to  the  earlier  half  of  his  career,  and 
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is  an  emblematic  history  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  It  runs 
•us  follows :  — 

Autumn  had  come,  and  had  brought  the  grape-harvest  witili 
it.  It  was  a  time  of  general  rejoicing,  as  the  grape-gatherers 
carried  the  clusters  in  baskets,  with  shouts  of  jo}',  to  be  trod- 
den out  at  the  wine-press.  It  was  a  time  of  rejoicing,  but  a 
time  of  the  busiest  labor  too.  The  owner  of  a  certain  vine- 
yard, seeing  that  his  grapes  were  ripe  and  ought  to  be  gath- 
ered without  delay,  went  out  at  sunrise  to  engage  laborers  for 
the  work.  He  had  soon  secured  a  number  of  men  at  the  usual 
rate  of  wages,  one  denarius  (about  eightpencc)  for  the  day, 
and  he  sent  them  to  his  bailiff  who  set  them  to  work.  But 
he  soon  saw  that  more  hands  were  wanted ;  so  about  nine 
o'clock,  when  a  quarter  of  the  day  was  gone,  he  went  into  the 
market-place  again,  and  there  he  found  some  laborers  waiting 
with  their  implements  to  see  if  any  one  would  employ  them. 
So  he  engaged  them  too,  but  without  making  any  special 
agreement  about  wages.  He  merelj'  said,  ''  Go  to  my  vine- 
3*ard,  and  I  will  pay  you  fairlj'."  Meanwhile  the  sun  had 
climbed  the  sky  and  was  now  blazing  down  upon  the  laborers 
from  the  mid-heavens,  and  the  work  was  heavy  and  tiie  hands 
still  short,  and  all  the  grapes  must  be  gathered  that  day,  or  it 
would  be  too  late.  So  the  master,  who  came  now  and  then 
to  see  how  the  work  was  going  on,  went  to  the  market-place 
again  at  midday,  and  yet  again  at  three  in  the  aflernoou,  and 
eucli  time  he  engaged  more  laborere,  promising  fair  wages, 
but  not  stating  the  amount,  and  sending  them  to  his  bailiff 
who  was  anxiously  expecting  help.  At  last,  when  the  sun 
was  drawing  to  the  west,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the 
master  saw  some  laborers  still  standing  in  the  market-place. 
"  Why  have  you  been  standing  here  all  day  doing  nothing?" 
he  asked.  *'  Because  no  one  has  engaged  us,"  they  answered 
gloomily.  So  he  took  them  also  into  his  service,  though  he 
said  nothing  about  wages  for  the  one  hour  lefl  for  work  ;  ^  and 
they  came  in  fresh  at  the  close  of  the  day,  and  helped  to  finish 
the  work. 

The  harvest  was  all  got  in,  and  evening  came.  Then  th« 
master  told  his  bailiff  to  pay  the  men,  ''  beginning  with  thosf 
that  had  come  last,  and  going  through  to  the  first."  So  thosfl 
that  were  set  to  work  at  five  o'clock  came  first,  aiui  each  of 
them  received  a  denarius.  The  men  who  had  been  at  work 
since  six  in  the  morning  now  expected  to  get  moi*e  ;  but  they 
were  disappointed,  for  they  too  received  a  denanus  each- 
^  After  an  amended  text 
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They  took  the  money  with  evident  discontent,  and  went  at 
once  to  the  master  to  complain:  ^^ These  last  have  only 
worked  one  hoar,  and  you  have  paid  them  as  much  as  us  who 
have  borne  the  toil  and  the  heat  of  the  whole  day !  *'  But  the 
master  answered  the  spokesman  with  quiet  dignity:  "My 
friend,  I  have  done  you  no  wrong.  Did  we  not  fix  your 
wages  at  a  denarius  ?  Take  it  and  go  home.  If  I  choose  to 
give  these  last  as  much  as  you,  have  I  not  a  right  to  do  what 
I  like  with  my  own  money?  Why  should  my  liberality  offend 
you?" 

Matthew  is  the  only  Evangelist  who  gives  this  parable. 
He  inserts  it  just  after  a  conversation  between  Jesus  and  the 
Twelve  that  ends  with  the  words,  "  Many  that  are  last  shall 
be  first,  and  first  last ; "  and  at  the  end  of  the  parable  he  re- 
peats the  words  in  a  slightly  different  form:  '^So  the  last 
shall  be  first,  and  the  first  last."  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that 
he  inserted  the  parable  here  because  he  supposed  it  to  be  an 
elaboration  of  this  saving.  In  other  words,  he  understood 
both  the  parable  and  the  aphorism  to  be  directed  against  the 
Apostles,  and  especially  Peter.  Though  they  had  followed 
Jesus  from  the  very  first,  and  had  left  every  thing  for  his 
sake,  yet  the}'  would  have  no  advantage  over  the  disciples 
who  had  joined  him  later,  who  were  joining  him  now,  who 
should  join  him  in  the  fUture  up  to  the  last  moment  before 
the  consummation  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  Nay,  the}*  might 
ver}'  ix>ssibly  be  ranked  below  them !  But  the  parable  is  not 
correctly  interpreted,  nor  is  its  true  connection  given  here ; 
for  it  does  not  really  refer  to  the  disciples,  nor  does  it  deal 
like  the  aphorism  with  a  case  in  which  the  last  are  put  before 
the  first,  but  with  one  in  which  all  are  made  equal.  What, 
then,  is  its  true  signification?  Here,  as  elsewhere,^  the  vine- 
yard typifies  the  preparation  and  the  growth  of  the  kingdom 
of  God.  The  owner  is  God.  The  laborers  summoned  in  the 
morning  are  the  Jews;  the  others  are  "the  nations."^  In 
the  envy  of  the  first  laborers  Jesus  rebukes  the  proud  delusion 
of  his  countrymen  that  they,  who  had  first  arrived  at  a  knowl- 
edge of  God  and  of  his  salvation,  would  take  the  first  rank 
and  be  clothed  with  the  highest  dignity  in  the  Messianic  king- 
dom, while  the  heathen  would  only  be  admitted  to  subordi- 
nate places,'  and  their  conversion  in  point  of  fact  would  only 
serve  to  exalt  the  triumph  of  Israel.    This  national  pride  and 

1  iBaiah  v.  1 ;  Matthew  xxi.  28,  3d  (Mark  xli.  1 ;  Luke  xx.  9). 

*  Compare  Luke  xiii.  30. 

>  Compare  £phesiaiifl  ii.  11,  12,  19 ;  Revelation  vU.  4,  9,  xxii.  2. 

18» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


298  JESUS   AND   THB   SAMARITANS   AND   HEATIIbN 

envy,  says  Jesus,  God  will  put  to  shame.  Thus  undei*stood, 
the  parable  speaks  for  itself,  and  we  need  only  remark  that 
there  is  no  trace  as  yet  of  the  later  thought  that  the  heathen 
would  be  put  before  the  Jews,  still  less  that  the  latter  would 
be  «hut  out  altogether.  All  that  is  here  asserted  is  the  equal- 
ity of  the  two,  which  no  one  can  help  seeing  follow  <,d  di- 
rectly from  the  principles  of  Jesus,  from  his  faith  in  God  and 
his  views  of  human  nature. 

The  other  story  to  which  we  referred  speaks  without  meta* 
phors ;  and  in  it,  therefore,  Jesus  still  more  plainly  rebukes 
the  national  and  religious  rajicor  of  his  countrymen.  It  is 
known  as  the  parable  of  '*  the  Good  Samaritan  ; "  and  Luke, 
who  is  the  only  one  that  gives  it,  introduces  it  as  follows :  — 

On  a  certain  da}*  a  Jewish  lawyer  came  to  Jesus,  intending 
to  entangle  him  in  his  own  words,  and  said  :  '^  Master  I  what 
must  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life  ?  "  What  could  be  more  natu- 
ral than  to  ask  the  preacher  of  the  kingdom  of  God  how  one 
could  be  certain  to  gain  admission  into  it?  But  Jesus  saw 
his  design ;  ani  since  the  man  had  made  a  study  of  the  Law, 
and  was  not  so  'gnorant  as  to  need  instruction,  he  made  him 
answer  his  own  question.  ''What  does  the  Law  sa}^?"  he 
replied,  —  "what  does  it  require?"  The  lawyer  answered 
immediately  by  citing  a  text  from  Deuteronomy,  and  another 
from  Leviticus :  "  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  strength, 
and  with  all  thy  understanding ;  and  thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself."  His  insight  secured  the  unreserved  approval 
of  Jesus.  *'  Well  said ! "  he  cried.  "  Do  this  and  you  shall 
live."  But  the  other,  to  show  that  he  had  not  asked  an  idle 
question,  said,  ''Yes,  but  who  is  my  neighbor?"  Upon 
which  Jesus  began  the  following  stor}-,  by  way  of  answer  : 

An  Israelite,  on  his  way  home  from  the  City  of  the  Temple, 
was  travelling  alone  to  Jericho.  He  had  alread}'  passed 
Bethany  some  time,  and  was  in  the  middle  of  the  fearful 
desert,  with  its  barren  rocks  and  deep  precipitous  ravines, 
when  he  paid  a  heavy  price  for  his  rashness  in  making  the 
dangerous  journey  through  this  inhospitable  region  without 
any  escort  or  armed  companions;  for  a  band  of  brigands 
leaped  from  behind  the  rocks,  over|K)wered  all  resistance  in 
a  moment,  hurled  him  from  his  mule  to  the  ground,  disarmed 
and  stripped  him  to  the  skin.  Then  they  left  him  heavily 
wounded,  stretched  bleeding  and  senseless  on  the  ground,  a 
certain  prey  to  death  unless  speedy'  help  arrived.  He  was 
not  even  able  to  cry  for  help,  and  indeed,  in  that  dismal 
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mldcmess,  he  would  have  had  small  chance  of  being  heard  at 
best.  But  see !  a  traveller  fi-om  Jerusalem  happens  to  come 
by  that  same  way.  He  is  a  priest.  He  cannot  fail  to  pass 
the  man.  He  sees  him  l^ing  there  half  dead,  turns  his  ass  to 
the  other  8id'>  of  the  way,  and  hurries  on.  Terror  sank  into 
his  ver)'  heaii  when  he  saw  such  a  sight  in  such  a  place,  and 
knew  for  certain  that  robbers  must  be  near !  —  how  could  he 
staj-  to  help  the  victim  ?  But  not  long  afterwards  the  sound 
of  hoofs  might  «<(gain  be  heard,  and  another  trayeller  came  bj. 
His  head-dress  \)roclaimed  him  a  Levite ;  and,  as  he  drew 
near  and  came  to  the  place,  he  looked  at  the  wounded  man, 
and  then  hurried  forward  on  the  other  side  of  the  way.  Like 
the  priest,  he  shrank  from  exposing  himself  to  danger  for  the 
poor  chance  of  rescuing  a  man  he  had  never  seen  before. 
W&  all  hope  lost?  Not  3'et ;  for  another  traveller  drew  near. 
It  was  no  one  who  had  been  visiting  the  temple  this  time.  It 
was  a  Samaritan.  He  was  going  on  his  ordinary  business 
round,  and  was  hurr3ing  on  his  way  when  he  saw  ^e  misera- 
ble sufferer  stretched  upon  the  ground.  He  stayed  his  mule, 
and  though  he  saw  that  the  man  was  a  Jew,  yet  his  pity, 
once  stirred,  would  not  suffer  him  to  leave  him  there.  So  he 
dismounted,  knelt  down  by  the  wounded  man  to  see  if  he  was 
still  alive,  and  when  he  found  that  he  was,  determined  to  run 
the  risk !  The  ordinarj'  equipment  of  a  traveller  enabled  him 
to  wipe  and  cleanse  the  wounds,  and  make  a  little  salve  out 
of  wine  and  oil.  So  he  dressed  and  bound  up  the  wounds, 
and  gently  raised  the  man  and  placed  him  on  his  mule,  which 
he  led  by  the  reins  that  its  paces  might  be  as  smooth  as  pos- 
sible. They  were  fortunate  enough  not  to  be  surprised  by  the 
robbers  again,  and  arrived  in  safet}'  at  an  inn,  where  guests 
were  received  without  distinction  for  a  small  pa\'ment,  and  at 
which  the  Samaritan  was  in  the  habit  of  staying.  Here  the 
wounded  man  was  laid  on  a  bed,  and  his  friend  provided  him 
with  every  thing  he  needed,  and  staj^ed  with  him  that  evening 
and  the  following  night.  Then  he  was  obliged  to  go  on  his 
way,  and  his  patient  already  appeared  to  be  out  of  danger. 
But  he  was  determined  not  to  do  things  by  halves ;  so  in  the 
morning,  when  he  was  ready  to  start,  he  called  the  innkeeper 
and  paid  him  two  denarii  in  advance  on  behalf  of  the  Jew, 
for  he  had  been  robbed  of  all  he  possessed,  and  consequently 
could  not  pay  for  himself.  "Take  every  possible  care  of 
him,"  said  the  Samaritan ;  "  and  you  need  not  be  afraid  of 
going  beyond  what  I  have  deposited,  for  if  you  do  I  will  pay 
the  balance  when  next  1  come  tliis  way."  Then  he  continued 
his  Journey. 
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"Now  which  of  these  three,"  said  Jesus  to  the  lawyer, 
"  Priest,  Levite,  or  Samaritan,  should  you  say  was  a  neigh* 
bor  to  the  man  who  was  attacked  by  the  robbers?"  There 
could  be  only  one  answer ;  but  the  lawyer  could  not  bring 
himself  to  pronounce  the  hated  word  '*  Samaritan  "  with  com- 
mendation, so  he  answered,  with  some  repugnance,  "The 
one  that  took  pity  on  him."  "  Do  you  go  and  do  the  same," 
said  Jesus;  and  so  the  conversation  ended.  This  was  the 
practical  solution  of  the  abstract  question,  '•  Who  is  my  neigh- 
bor?" Jesus  compelled  the  haughty  Jew  to  allow  that  the 
most  despised  and  hated  enemy  of  his  people  and  his  faith 
might  be  his  neighbor,  and  then  dismissed  him  with  the  ex- 
hortation to  forget  all  differences  of  race  and  of  religion,  and 
by  showing  true  mercy  to  make  himself  the  neighbor  of  others. 
Ask  rather,  "Who  is  not  my  neighbor?"  Whoever  helps 
you  and  loves  you  is  your  neighbor.  Do  you,  then,  in  your 
turn,  regard  yourself  as  the  neighbor  of  all,  without  distinc- 
tion, whom  you  can  help  or  bless. 

This  parable  gives  us  no  right  to  ascribe  to  Jesus  the  para- 
doxical opinion  that  "  all  men  are  our  neighbors,"  but  it  shows 
us  very  clearly  that  any  one  may  be  our  neighbor,  and  that 
true  humanit}'  throws  down  all  walls  of  partition  between  man 
and  man.  But  there  are  several  considerations  which  justify 
us  in  questioning  whether  Luke  gives  us  the  parable  in  its 
true  connection.  In  the  first  place,  it  fits  in  somewhat  awk- 
wardly with  what  precedes  and  follows,  and  the  context  has 
evidently  been  aflTected  by  another  narrative.^  And,  in  the 
second  place,  the  first  two  Gospels  give  a  much  more  proba- 
ble account  of  an  interview  between  Jesus  and  a  lawyer 
which  Luke  appears  to  have  worked  up  in  this  passage.  Ac- 
cording to  them  the  question  is  put  in  a  much  more  definite 
form,  and  it  is  Jesus  himself  who  joins  the  two  texts  together 
and  gives  them  out  as  the  essence  of  the  Law.'  Indeed,  it  is 
little  short  of  absurd  to  ascribe  to  this  Jew  so  profound  and 
original  a  view  of  the  question.  We  may,  therefore,  assume 
that  the  parable  is  out  of  place  as  Luke  gives  it,  and  that  it 
was  meant  originally  to  show  that  true  humanity  and  good- 
ness raise  even  the  most  despised  of  heretics,  even  a  Samari- 
tan, above  the  most  religious  Jew,  above  the  sacred  persons 
of  the  priest  or  Levite.  The  parable  shows  small  a^Tection 
for  the  servants  of  the  temple,  and  contains  a  severe  rebuke 
of  tlie  Jewish  spirit  of  exclusiveness. 

1  Compare  Luke  x.  25,  26,  with  xviii.  18,  90  a- 
<  Matthew  xxii.  35  fif.  (Mark  xii.  28  ff.). 
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In  the  preceding  chapters  we  have  seen  repeatedly  and  in 
detail  how  bitterly  Jesus  was  disappointed  in  his  expectations 
of  his  people.  Their  absolute  incapacity  to  receive  his  gospel 
became  constantly  clearer.  But  to  the  very  last  he  went  on 
loving  his  country  as  passionately  as  ever,  and  straining  all  his 
powers  to  rescue  it.  Nor  was  his  estimate  of  the  religious 
privileges  of  Israel  in  any  degree  lowered.  The  very  forms 
under  which  he  spoke  of  the  ideal  future  remained  intensely 
Isi-aelitish.     Take  this  threat,  for  instance :  — 

''I  tell  you  that  many  shall  come  fi"om  the  East  and  from 
the  West,  and  shall  lie  down  with  Abraham  and  Isaac  and 
Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  But  the  children  of  the 
kingdom  shall  be  cast  into  the  darkness  without.  There 
shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth ! ' 

Here  Jesus  is  speaking  of  the  great  Messianic  feast ;  ^  and 
the  names  of  those  who  occupy  the  chief  places  show  that  it 
is  prepared  especially  for  the  Israelites.  Accordingly  the 
Israelites  are  described  as  the  children  or  heirs  of  the  king- 
dom, —  its  intended  or  appointed  subjects.  Now  Luke  very 
properly  assigns  these  words  to  a  late  period  of  the  life  of 
Jesus,  and  brings  them  into  connection  with  a  rebuke  of 
Jewish  pride  ;  but  since  this  expression, '"  children  of  the  king- 
dom^"  as  applied  to  the  Jews  was  not  at  all  to  his  taste,  he 
omitted  it.  He  gives  the  passage  thus:  '^ There  shall  be 
wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth  when  3'ou  see  Abraham  and 
Isaac  and  Jacob  and  all  the  prophets  in  the  kingdom  of  God, 
and  you  yourselves  are  thrust  out."  *  But  even  this  was  not 
enough  for  a  certain  sectarian  editor  of  this  Gospel,  who 
pnined  it  in  the  second  century  of  all  expressions  favorable 
to  the  Jews.  He  substituted  ^'  all  the  righteous  "  in  this  pas- 
sage for  the  patriarchs  and  prophets.  On  the  other  hand, 
Matthew  has  preserved  the  words  in  the  most  original  form, 
but  he  has  inserted  them  in  the  middle  of  a  miraculous  story, 
and  has  quite  wrongly  assigned  them  to  an  early  peiiod  in  the 
career  of  Jesus,  before  he  could  have  had  all  the  mournful 
experience  of  his  people  which  dictated  such  expressions,  — 
nay,  at  the  very  moment  he  was  indirectly  sounding  the  praise 
of  Israel !  • 

Jesus  constantly  repeated  this  threat  with  ever-increasing 
emphasis,  sometimes  under  the  same  imagery  more  elabo- 
rately worked  out,  and  sometimes  under  other  forms.  The 
Israelitos  would  be  cut  off  by  their  own  guilt  from  the  salva- 

1  Compare  Revelatioii  xix.  9.  *  Luke  xUi.  38. 

•  See  pp.  308,  309. 
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tion  prepared  for  them,  the}^  would  bitterly  lament  their  nn- 
beliof  when  it  was  too  late,  and  their  places  would  be  taken 
by  heathen  from  every  quarter  under  heaven.^  Even  John 
had  sternly  warned  his  hearers  not  to  tiust  in  their  descent 
from  Abraham.*  And  now  Jesus  found  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures many  and  man}-  a  lamentation  over  the  stubbornness, 
the  hypocris}',  the  dulness  of  heart  with  which  Israel  had  re- 
jected the  Lord  and  his  messengers,  and  many  an  example  of 
a  deeper  longing  for  salvation  and  a  greater  readiness  to  re- 
ceive it  on  the  part  of  the  heathen. •  And  was  it  not  a  fact  that 
sinners,  who  were  half  heathen,  already  pressed  into  the  king- 
dom and  put  the  pious  to  shame?  A  little  more  delay,  and 
tlieir  sentence  would  be  passed.  And  as  the  Master's  disap- 
pointment grew,  his  warnings  became  darker,  and  the  threat- 
ening tone  of  his  discourses  rose  ;  while  the  sense  of  offended 
dignity,  and  the  just  pride  of  the  rejected  prophet  heightened 
rather  than  toned  down  the  personal  claims  he  put  forward. 
Listen  to  the  repl}^  he  made  when  told  that  if  he  wanted 
people  to  believe  in  him  he  must  first  prove  his  claims  by  a 
miracle :  *  — 

'*  A  wicked  and  adulterous  generation  asks  for  a  sign,  and 
no  sign  shall  be  given  it  except  the  sign  of  the  prophet  Jona. 
On  the  day  of  judgment  the  men  of  Nineveh  shall  stand  be- 
side this  generation  before  the  seat  of  judgment,  and  shall 
condemn  it  by  their  example ;  for  they  repented  at  the 
preaching  of  Jona,  and  I  tell  you  there  is  more  than  Jona 
here !  The  Queen  of  the  South  shall  rise  up  on  the  day  of 
judgment  by  this  generation,  and  shall  condemn  it  by  her 
example ;  for  she  came  from  the  end  of  the  world  to  hear 
the  wisdom  of  Solomon,  and  I  tell  you  there  is  more  than 
Solomon  here!" 

What  are  we  to  understand  by  this  "  sign  of  Jona"  that 
was  triumphantly  to  vindicate  the  mission  of  Jesus?  The 
context  indicates  that  the  sign  of  Solomon  might  be  substi- 
tuted ;  but  a  prophet  and  a  whole  nation  furnieh  a  better 
parallel  than  a  sage  and  a  single  woman  to  Jesus  and  his 
contemporaries.*  It  appears  from  the  explanation  that  fol- 
lows that  Jesus  meant  to  say  that  heathen  were  converted  by 
the  preaching  of  Jona.     This  case  stands  alone  in  the  history 

1  Luke  xiii.  29.  s  See  p.  106 

*  Matthew  xix.  8,  xv.  7,  xiii.  14,  v.  12,  xxiii.  87,  xi.  21-24,  xii.  41,  42; 
Lnke  iv.  26-27. 

*  See  pp.  289  f. 

*  Ck>inpare  v^  ii.  chap.  vii.  p.  69,  and  toI.  ii.  chap.  xix.  pp.  525-527. 
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of  the  prophets,  and  may  well  be  called  "  the  sign."  In  the 
same  way  this  generation,  already  condemned  by  these  exam- 
ples from  the  olden  time,  must  consent  to  see  the  gospel  given 
to  the  heathen  and  received  bv  them  with  regenerating  faith. 
So  should  the  preaching  of  Jona  be  a  type  or  sign  of  the 
preaching  of  Jesus.  Most  certainly  Jesus  did  not  mean,  as 
Matthew  would  have  it,  that  he  himself  would  spend  three 
days  in  the  world  below  between  his  death  and  his  resurrec- 
tion, just  as  Jona  had  spent  three  days  in  the  belly  of  the 
monster  of  the  deep.  Such  an  explanation  is  simply  absurd 
in  view  of  the  words  themselves,  the  context,  the  speaker, 
the  hearers,  and  the  narrative  refeiTcd  to.  But  neither  is 
Luke  correct  in  supposing  the  meaning  to  be  that  Jesus  him- 
self was  a  sign  to  his  people  and  his  age,  just  as  Jona  was  a 
"^ign  to  the  !Ninevites.  This  interpretation  is  not  supported 
b}-  the  context,  and  is  decidedly  obscure  ;  for  it  would  imply 
that  Jona  and  Jesus  were  signs  of  the  power  of  the  word,  or 
of  the  mercj'  of  God,  or  something  similar,  all  which  would 
be  quite  inappropriate  here.  This  reference  to  the  Ninevites 
and  the  Queen  of  Sheba  immediately  calls  to  mind  the  simi- 
lar utterances  which  we  have  already  heard  from  Jesus.  For 
instance,  he  reminded  his  hearers,  on  some  occasion  which  we 
can  no  longer  identify,  how  Elijah  and  Elisha,  at  the  command 
of  the  Most  High,  had  helped  heathen  rather  than  the  people 
of  their  own  country,  —  when  the  one  went  to  a  Phoenician 
widow  and  the  other  Ijealed  a  Sj'rian  captain.  And  again, 
he  placed  the  luxurious  and  licentious  Tyre  and  Sidon  before 
Bethsaida  and  Chorazin,  and  Sodom,  the  very  type  of  infamy, 
before  Capernaum,  In  capacity'  for  belief  and  penitence ;  de- 
claring that  it  would  be  more  tolerable  for  Tyre  and  Sidon, 
for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  in  the  day  of  judgment  than  for 
those  places  which  had  been  the  ordinary  scene  of  his  minis- 
try.^ All  these  are  modifications  of  that  one  thought :  The 
Jews  are  sunk  below  the  heathen  by  their  utter  incapacity  to 
receive  the  gospel. 

When  Jesus  had  once  formed  this  idea,  that  the  Jews  would 
be  excluded  and  the  heathen  would  take  their  places,  we  might 
feel  almost  sure  that  he  would  give  expression  to  it  in  an  alle- 
gorical description  of  the  prospects  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
In  point  of  fact,  we  have  two  parables  that  answer  to  this 
description,  one  of  which  is  given  by  both  Matthew  and 
Lake;  but  the  two  versions  differ  so  widely  that  we  can 

1  See  pp.  335  and  359. 
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hardly  recognize  the  story  as  the  same.  In  Matthew  we  read 
as  follows :  — 

There  was  once  a  king  who  was  preparing  a  wedding  feast 
for  his  son.  When  the  first  day  of  the  festivities  arrived,  he 
sent  his  servants  round  early  in  the  morning  to  tell  the  peo- 
ple he  had  invited  that  this  was  the  day  on  which  they  were 
expected.  But  they  all  refused  to  come.  Then  he  commis- 
sioned other  officers  of  the  court  to  go  to  the  guests  and  say 
again :  *^  See  now,  I  have  prepared  the  feast,  I  have  slaugh- 
tered my  oxen  and  sheep,  and  every  thing  is  read}'.  Come, 
therefore,  to  the  wedding  feast !  "  But  they  did  not  trouble 
themselves  about  the  matter,  and  went  on  their  way,  —  the 
one  to  his  lands,  and  the  other  to  his  business.  [And  the 
rest  seized  the  messengers,  and  ill-treated  them  and  killed 
them.  And  when  the  king  heard  of  it  his  anger  was  roused, 
and  he  sent  his  soldiers  to  destroy  those  murderers  and  to 
set  their  city  on  tire.]  Then  he  said  to  his  servants  :  ''  The 
wedding  feast  is  ready,  but  the  guests  were  not  worthy  of  it. 
I  will  tell  you  what  \o  do ;  go  to  the  most  frequented  spots 
in  the  great  highways  and  ask  any  one  you  chance  to  find  to 
come  to  the  feast."  So  the  serv'ants  went  out  and  brought 
back  every  one  they  met  —  travellers  and  tramps  alike  — 
until  there  was  not  a  place  empty  at  the  wedding  feast. 

If  we  strike  out  the  interpolation  about  the  ill-treatment 
of  the  messengers  and  the  vengeance  taken  by  the  king  the 
story  fiows  smoothly  enough,  and,  though  it  sounds  very  odd 
to  our  ears,  Oriental  customs  explain  a  great  deal  of  it.  It 
evidently  means  that  the  places  in  the  Messianic  kingdom 
which  Jewish  insolence  had  lell  vacant  would  be  filled  by  the 
heathen.  The  interpolated  passage,  to  which  there  is  a  par- 
allel in  Luke  in  another  connection,^  is  utterly  out  of  plac« 
where  it  stands.  It  refers  to  the  evil  treatment  which  the 
messengers  of  Christ  experienced  from  the  Jews,  and  the 
punishment  inflicted  on  the  latter  in  the  devastation  of  Jeru- 
salem. It  is  not  a  genuine  utterance  of  Jesus,  therefore,  — 
nay,  it  is  even  post-apostolic ;  and  to  represent  the  calling  of 
the  heathen  as  though  it  were  not  to  take  place  till  after  the 
fall  of  Jerusalem,  which  was  in  the  3'ear  70  a.d.,  spoils  the 
whole  parable.  Matthew  introduces  the  story  at  a  peculiarly 
inappropriate  point  of  the  history,  and  concludes  it  with  an 
appendix,  to  which  we  shall  have  to  return  presently. 

Luke,  on  the  contrary,  gives  us  a  picture  which  calls  for  no 
special  comment*     We  read  that  Jesus  was  dining  with  a 

^  Luke  xix  27. 
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Pharisee  on  the  Sabbath,  and  in  answer  to  the  exclamation 
of  one  of  the  guests*  ^'  Blessed  are  thej'  that  shall  be  admit- 
ted to  the  Messianic  feast !  "  told  the  following  stor}' :  — 

A  rich  man  once  prepared  a  splendid  entertainment.  He 
asked  a  great  number  of  guests  beforehand,  and  they  accepted. 
When  the  feast  was  prepared,  he  sent  round  his  servant,  as 
an  extra  mark  of  attention,  to  say  to  the  guests,  *'A11  is 
read}',  and  I  am  expecting  3'ou."  But  they  all  began  to 
make  excuses  with  one  mouth.  The  first  said  :  *'  I  have  just 
bought  a  piece  of  land,  and  I  reallj'  must  go  and  look  at  it. 
You  must  not  take  it  amiss,  but  I  cannot  come."  Another 
said  :  ''I  have  just  bought  five  yoke  of  oxen,  and  I  must  go 
and  try  them.  You  must  not  be  vexed  if  I  do  not  come." 
Another:  "I  have  married  lately,  and  cannot  leave  home 
just  now."  And  so  with  them  all ;  they  all  thought  more 
of  their  own  business  than  of  their  engagement.  When  the 
servant  came  back  with  these  messages,  his  master  was  of 
course  very  angr}',  and  said  to  him :  '*  Go  out  again,  into 
the  streets  and  lanes  of  the  city,  and  bring  hither  the  poor 
and  needy,  the  blind  and  the  lame."  Presently  the  servant 
returned  and  said:  ''Master!  I  have  done  as  you  com- 
manded, and  there  is  room  still."  ''Then  go  out  of  the 
city,  and  whomever  you  find  on  the  roads  or  along  the  hedge- 
rows spare  no  trouble,  but  compel  them  to  come  with  you 
that  my  house  may  be  full.  For  I  tell  you  not  one  of  those 
who  were  invited  shall  taste  my  feast ! " 

Here,  as  we  see  at  once,  every  thing  is  as  it  should  be. 
The  story  itself  seems  far  from  impossible  when  we  consider 
the  usage  of  Eastern  countries.  The  separate  images  corre- 
spond closely  to  the  true  purpose  of  the  parable,  and  the  order 
of  succession  is  carefull}'  observed.  The  points  in  which 
Luke  departs  from  Matthew  strike  us  at  once.  Here  there 
are  three  separate  invitations,  —  first,  to  the  pious  and  re- 
spectable Jews,  who  decline  (observe  the  delicacy  of  the  de- 
Uneation)  ;  second,  to  the  outcasts  of  Israel,  who  accept 
(the  terms  by  which  the  sinners  are  described  have  some- 
thing of  an  Ebionite  air  about  them) ;  ^  and  third,  to  the  hea- 
then, in  which  every  effort  must  be  put  forth  to  take  no 
refusal.  There  is  but  one  servant  who  invites  the  guests  to 
the  kingdom  of  God  —  namely,  Jesus  himself,  — and  an  ordi- 
nary supper  is  substituted  for  the  royal  wedding  feast.  How 
far  Luke  has  retained  the  original  form  of  the  story  in  these 
points,  and  how  far  he  has  modified,  improved,  and  com- 
1  Ck>mpare  Luke  ziv.  21  with  13.    See  also  p.  34A. 
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pleted  it,  it  is  impossible  to  say  with  an}-  confidence.  AU 
that  we  can  be  sure  of  is  that  the  occasion  of  its  delivery  is 
his  own  invention. 

We  have  represented  all  these  threats,  though  doubtless 
addressed  more  especially  to  the  Phansees  and  their  adhe- 
rents, as  extending  to  the  whole  of  the  Jewish  people,  the 
"  heirs  of  the  kingdom."  But  of  course  there  were  honorable 
exceptions.  We  have  also  supposed  that  the  threats  in- 
creased in  number  and  severity  as  Jesus  approached  the 
close  of  his  career.  But  however  this  may  be,  it  is  certain 
that  in  spite  of  his  melancholy  experience  and  dark  forebod- 
ings as  to  the  spiritual  incapacitj'  of  the  Jews  he  still  labored 
to  the  veiy*  end,  with  unwearied  zeal,  to  save  them.  In  fact, 
these  very  threatenings  were  intended  as  one  means  of  bring- 
ing them  to  repentance.  We  shall  presently  see  him  resolve 
to  make  a  last  and  mighty  effort  in  the  City  of  the  Temple 
itself,  and  thus  appeal  to  his  nation  in  general.  When  he 
fails  in  this  we  shall  find  him  drawing  one  more  sketch,  in 
darker  colors  than  ever,  of  the  conduct  and  the  destiny  of 
the  Jews. 

But  he  knew  already  that  the  i*esult  of  his  labors  and  the 
triumph  of  his  cause  did  not  depend  upon  his  reception  or 
rejection  by  Israel.  Should  his  gospel  be  final  I3'  rejected  by 
Israel,  he  still  had  hope.  He  had  included  the  heathen  world 
in  the  sweep  of  his  forecasting  thought,  and  there  his  gospel 
would  find  faith.  This  was  his  consolation  even  before  the 
fatal  conflict  at  Jerusalem  was  decided. 

Whenever  Jesus  speaks  of  the  Messianic  feast,  we  see  that 
he  regards  the  accession  of  the  heathen  to  take  the  place  of 
his  own  unbelieving  countrymen  as  a  kind  of  incoqwration 
of  these  heathen  into  Israel,  or  at  any  rate  as  the  conununi- 
cation  to  them  of  privileges  which  originally  belonged  to 
Israel.  Indeed,  this  seemed  so  obvious  that  the  Apostle  of 
the  heathen  himself  took  the  same  view.^  Israel  was,  after 
all,  the  people  to  whom  the  revelations  and  promises  of  God 
had  been  made.^  Salvation  was  of  the  Jews.'  How  this 
incorporation  or  communication  was  to  be  effected,  —  whether 
it  was  enough  for  the  heathen  to  have  faith  and  to  desire 
salvation,  or  whether  they  must  also  comply  with  certain 
external  conditions,  —  this  was  a  question,  as  we  have  said 
before,  which  did  not  rise  until  after  the  death  of  Jesus.   Now 

1  Romang  xi.  15  iT.  i.  16.  ^  Romans  iii.  1  fT. 

s  John  iv.  22. 
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though  we,  who  are  free  from  the  national  and  religious  prej- 
udices of  the  Jews,  cannot  possibly  imagine  Jesus  making 
the  admission  of  the  heathen  dependent  upon  &i\y  outward 
form ;  though  we  consequently  regard  the  Heathen -Christiau 
preachers  as  absolute!}'  in  the  right  on  this  point,  —  yet  we  can 
partly  understand  how  the  Twelve,  and  all  the  Jewish-Chris- 
tians with  them,  could  appeal  in  complete  good  faith  to  the 
fact  that  Jesus  had  never  expressly  declared  that  heathen 
or  any  others  were  absolved  from  circumcision  and  obedience 
to  the  Law ;  and,  consequently,  when  a  number  of  Jews 
were  converted  soon  after  the  Master's  death,  it  might  be 
supposed  that  his  threats  against  his  people  had  been  to  a 
great  extent  averted ;  ^  that  Israel  would  still  retain  the  place 
of  honor  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  that  the  believing  hea- 
then would  be  allowed  to  take  the  lower  place  assigned  to 
them  only  on  condition  of  their  submitting  in  whole  or  in 
part  to  the  Law.* 

Now  the  Gospels  are  full  of  stories  and  expressions  which 
refer  to  these  very  points  ;  but  though  they  profess  to  be  pas- 
sages in  the  life  of  Jesus,  or  sayings  uttered  by  him,  they 
really  sprang  up  in  the  midst  of  the  subsequent  conflict  of 
parties,  and  indeed  were  produced  b}'  it.  We  called  atten- 
tion at  the  beginning  of  this  chapter  to  several  of  these  say- 
ings, which  will  find  their  true  place  in  the  history  of  the 
apostolic  period ;  and  here,  by  wa}-  of  conclusion,  we  will 
give  a  single  specimen  of  the  work  of  each  of  the  three 
schools, — the  orthodox,  the  mediating,  and  the  liberal. 

At  the  close  of  the  parable  of  the  royal  wedding  feast 
Matthew  sketches  this  additional  scene :  — 

When  the  feast  was  at  its  height  the  king  himself  came  in, 
that  the  guests  might  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  his 
illustrious  presence.  As  he  passed  along  the  colonnades  and 
among  the  couches,  surveying  and  accosting  his  guests,  he 
perceived  a  man  without  a  wedding  garment!  In  mingled 
anger  and  surprise  he  cried,  "Friend!  how  did  3'ou  gain 
admission  here  without  a  wedding  garment  ?  "  The  insolent 
intruder  had  not  a  word  to  say.  "  Bind  him  hand  and  foot," 
said  the  prince  to  the  attendants,  "  and  cast  him  into  the 
darkness  without.  There  shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of 
teeth."     For  many  are  called  but  few  chosen. 

This  last  aphorism   was  undoubtedly-  uttered  b}*^  Jesus, 
though  we  cannot  say  on  what  occasion.     It  means :  Those 
who  are  invited  into  the  kingdom  of  God  are  many,  but  those 
^  Compare  Jeremiah  xviii.  7,  8,  et  seq,  *  Compare  p.  232. 
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who  show  themselves  fit  and  worthy  to  enter  it  are  few.  In 
this  connection,  however,  it  is  entirely  out  of  place,  for  here 
we  read  of  only  a  single  member  of  the  whole  company  be- 
ing cast  out ;  or  even  if  we  include  the  discourteous  guests  or 
the  munlerers,  at  any  rate  the  festive  hall  was  f\ill.  Setting 
this  aside,  we  turn  to  the  guest  without  a  wedding  garment. 
That  a  man  picked  up  hap-hazard  on  the  highway  should  not 
be  provided  with  such  a  robe  is  far  from  surprising ;  and  the 
appeal  to  an  imaginary  Oriental  custom  of  the  host  furnishing 
liis  guests  with  suitable  apparel  quite  breaks  down.  But  it  is 
needless  to  dwell  upon  this  matter,  or  to  ask  how  this  intruder 
had  forced  his  way  into  the  hall  without  a  proper  robe,  for  it 
is  perfectl}'  obvious  that  the  whole  scene  is  entirely  out  of 
place  in  the  parable  of  the  wedding  feast.  Whatever  its 
meaning  may  be,  it  is  quite  foreign  to  the  purpose  of  the  story 
into  which  it  is  inserted.  If  it  is  authentic,  it  must  be  a  frag- 
ment of  some  story  the  rest  of  which  has  been  lost.  It  has 
been  conjectured  that  it  was  a  warning  either  to  Judas,  or 
more  generally  to  all  slovenly,  ill-accoutred  guests  of  the  ap- 
proaching kingdom  of  heaven.  But  the  probability  is  that  it 
is  not  an  authentic  utterance  of  Jesus  at  all ;  and,  in  its  pres- 
ent connection  at  any  rate,  it  is  certaiul}'  intended  to  indicate 
that  heathen  who  vainly  imagined  tliey  could  enter  the  Mes- 
sianic kingdom  just  as  they  were,  without  the  necessaiy  festal 
garment  of  righteousness  according  to  the  Law,  would  be 
miserabh'^  rejected  at  the  great  judgment.^ 

We  will  now  take  another  stor}**,  and  this  time  it  shall  be 
the  work  of  the  conciliatory  school:  When  Jesus  had  re- 
turned to  Capernaum,  after  pronouncing  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,^  an  officer  of  the  garrison  came  to  him,  and  said: 
"Lord!  m}' servant  is  lying  in  bed  at  home,  disabled,  and 
in  extremity  of  pain !  "  "I  will  come  and  heal  him  then," 
said  Jesus  readily.  "  No,  Lord !  "  said  the  heathen,  '"  I  am 
not  worthy  to  receive  you  under  my  roof.  Only  say  the  word 
of  might,  and  my  servant  will  be  well.  I  understand  these 
things  ;  for  I  myself  have  my  superiors  and  m}'  subordinates, 
and  I  say  to  one  soldier, '  Go !  *  and  he  goes  ;  and  to  another, 
'  ("ome ! '  and  he  comes ;  and  to  this  servant  of  mine,  '  Do 
this  ! '  and  he  does  it.  In  the  same  way  you  have  the  spirits 
of  sickness  under  your  authority."  Jesus  listened  in  surprise 
and  delight,  and  then  turning  to  his  followers,  he  cried :  "  1 
tell  you  I  have  not  met  with  such  great  faith  even  in  Israel 

^  Compare,  for  example,  Acts  xv.  ]  and  Revelation  iii.  4,  6,  IS,  xix.  7-9. 
'*  Seep.  Ul. 
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itself!  "  Thereapon  he  dismissed  the  ofijcer,  with  the  assur- 
ance, ^'It  shall  be  to  you  according  to  your  faith!"  And 
at  that  moment  his  servant  recovered. 

So  Matthew  tells. the  story ;  but  Luke  heightens  the  color- 
ing by  making  the  sick  man  lie  ^^  at  the  point  of  death,**  and 
still  more  by  exaggerating  the  officer's  humility.  He  thinks 
himself  unworthy  of  approaching  Jesus  in  person,  and  makes 
use  of  the  friendlj'  offices  of  some  Jewish  elders,  who  earn- 
estly plead  his  cause  with  Jesus :  "  He  deserves  this  boon, 
for  he  loves  our  nation,  and  it  was  he  who  built  us  a  syna- 
gogue." It  matters  little  that  this  trait  introduces  a  further 
improbability  and  contradiction,^  for  in  its  literal  acceptation 
the  storj'  is  hopeless  at  best.  Would  Jesus  really  have  been 
pleased  with  such  gross  superstition,  were  it  conceivable? 
And  is  it  not  absolutel}'  ijnpossible  that  he  could  have  healed 
the  sick  man  from  a  distance  ?  The  only  essential  point,  and 
the  onl}'  one  to  which  we  need  attend,  is  the  indirect  com- 
mendation of  Israel,  in  which  Jesus  had  found  great  faith, 
and  the  direct  praise  of  the  heathen,  who  had  shown  still 
greater  faith.  The  conciliator}'  spirit  of  the  story  is  obvious 
at  once.  The  hint  that  the  heathen  when  converted  to  Chris- 
tianity love  Israel,  and  arc  ready  in  case  of  need  to  sup- 
port it  with  their  gifts,  is  by  no  means  without  significance. 
It  also  deserves  notice  that  the  only  two  narratives  which  the 
Gospels  contain  of  miracles  worked  in  favor  of  hecUhen^  in 
consideration  of  their  great  faith,  also  furnish  the  solitary' 
examples  of  miracles  performed  from  a  distance.  This  fea- 
ture is  a  striking  indication  at  once  of  their  originally  sym- 
bolic character  and  of  their  remarkable  fidelit}'  to  the  truth 
they  shadowed  forth ;  for  personal!}'  or  hand  to  hand  Jesus 
labored  only  for  the  preservation  of  his  own  countrymen, 
but  from  a  distance,  —  that  is  to  say,  from  heaven,  and  by 
means  of  his  envoys,  —  he  also  toiled  to  deliver  the  heathen. 
Lastl}',  we  will  give  an  example  of  the  work  of  the  liberal 
school.  The  third  Evangelist  differs  from  the  first  and  second 
in  making  Samaria  the  scene  of  a  considerable  part  of  the 
laboi-s  of  Jesus.  In  describing  the  memorable  journey  to 
Jerusalem  he  begins  by  completel}'  departing  from  Matthew 
,  and  Mark,  and  making  Jesus  pass  through  Samaria  and  spend 
some  time  in  it.'-^  An  elaborate  narrative  intervenes  before 
Luke  joins  the  other  two  Evangelists  again,  and  it  would 
seem  that  the  scene  is  throughout  laid  either  in  whole  or  in 

^  Lnke  vii.  6  ff. ;  and  compare  verae  8  with  verse  6. 

s  Luke  ix.  61,  52,  56,  57,  x.  1,  38,  xiii.  22,  xiv.  25,  xvii.  11. 
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part  in  Samaria.^  But  on  this  poiut  the  P>angeli9t's  expres- 
sions are  not  free  from  ambiguit}*.  Now  this  independent 
narrative  is  the  longest  section  of  Lake's  whole  work,  and 
records  a  number  of  parables,  sayings,  and  events  whidi  do 
not  occur  in  the  other  Gospels.  It  begins  with  an  unhistori- 
cal  account  of  a  rebuke  administered  to  the  sons  of  Zebedee 
for  reciprocating  the  sectarian  hatred  of  the  Samaritans,^  and 
it  goes  on  to  describe  how  Jesus  appointed  seventy  other  dis- 
ciples and  sent  them  out,  two  and  two,  to  visit  every  town  or 
village  to  which  he  himself  was  intending  to  come.  But  the 
whole  of  this  journe}*  through  Samaria  is  incredible.  The 
oldest  accounts  represent  Jesus  as  going  through  Persea,  and 
Luke  himself  involuntarily  confirms  them  by  making  him  pass 
through  Jericho  to  the  capital.  Nor  did  the  journey  occupy 
so  long  a  time  as  would  appear  from  the  account  of  it  given 
by  Luke,  who  disguises  it  almost  beyond  recognition,  and 
transforms  it  into  a  very  extensive  missionar}'  undertaking, 
which  was  to  include  at  least  five-and-thirty  separate  places. 
Nor  is  the  narrative  consistent  with  itself,  for  the  Evangelist 
eonstantl}'  forgets  that  Jesus  is  not  in  Galilee,  and  most  of 
the  occurrences  he  describes  could  not  possibl}^  have  taken 
place  in  Samaria.'  But  however  incredible  Luke's  account 
may  be,  its  purpose  is  obvious  enough.  In  la3'ing  the  scene 
of  an  important  part  of  the  Master's  labors  outside  the  land 
of  the  Jews,  he  intends  to  represent  the  problem  of  heaUien 
conversions  as  alread}'  solved  b}'  the  facts. 

The  same  purpose  ma}'  be  discerned  in  the  following  stoiy. 
It  is  an  unsuccessful  imitation  of  the  account  we  have  al- 
ready examined  of  the  healing  of  a  leper.*  It  is  absolutely 
unhistorical,  and  does  not  make  the  least  addition  to  our 
knowledge  of  the  life  or  character  of  Jesus.  It  is  simply 
intended  to  show  that,  while  those  who  arc  and  those  who 
ai*e  not  Jews  are  alike  leprous  and  unclean,  labor  is  far 
more  likely  to  be  repaid  among  the  latter  than  among  the 
former :  — 

On  his  journey  to  Jerusalem,  through  Samaria  and  Galilee, 
Jesus  was  just  entering  a  certain  village  when  ten  lepers, 
standing  at  a  distance  as  their  unclean  disease  required, 
besought  him  aloud,  ^^ Jesus!  Master!    take  pity  on  us!"  . 
Their  appeal  was  not  in  vain.     •'  Go  3'our  ways^"  he  replied, 

1  Luke  is.  61-xviii.  14.  ^  See  p.  199. 

•  For  instance,  Luke  xlii.  10,  81,  x.  26,  xi.  37,  45,  63,  xiv.  1,  xv.  2,  xvi.  1^ 
Kvii.  20. 

<  See  pp.  202,  203 ;  compare  2  Kings  v.  and  vol.  ii.  chap.  xiiL  pp.  157-168. 
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filllDg  their  hearts  with  joyful  hope,  "  and  show  yourselves  to 
the  priests."  And  as  they  went  their  fearful  malady  forsook 
them.  Now  one  of  them,  seeing  that  he  was  healed,  went 
back  to  his  benefactor  glorifying  God,  and  bowed  down  be- 
fore him  with  fervent  gratitude.  This  man  was  a  Samari- 
tan. Jesus  not  unnaturally  said,  "  Were  there  not  ten  lepers 
healed  ?  Then  where  are  the  other  nine  ?  Is  this  stranger 
the  only  one  who  returns  to  give  thanks  to  God  ?  "  Then  he 
looked  approvingly  upon  the  man,  who  was  still  kneeling  at 
his  feet,  and  said,  "Rise  up  and  go  your  wa}- ;  3'our  faith 
has  saved  you." 

Strangers  received  the  help  of  Israel's  deliverer  with  grati- 
tude. His  gospel  purified  the  heathen  world  from  its  deep 
corruption,  and  was  recognized  by  it  as  the  source  of  light 
and  strength,  the  fountain  of  new  life. 

Jesus,  to  his  eternal  glory,  retained  his  hope  unshaken 
through  all  the  sad  experiences  of  his  own  people's  want  of 
faith ;  and  that  hope  was  nobly  justified  by  the  result. 


Chapter  XXV. 

JESUS    THE    MESSIAH. 

Mark  Vm.  27-30;  Matthew  IV.  1-11,» 

JESUS  bad  withdrawn  from  the  scene  of  conflict.  He  had 
taken  ship  with  the  twelve  at  Dalmanutha,  or  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Magdala,  where  his  opponents  were  harass- 
ing him,  and  had  crossed  the  lake.^  He  landed  on  the  north- 
eastern shore,  went  on  to  Bethsaida,  crossed  the  river  a  little 
above  this  cit}',  and,  keeping  it  on  his  right  hand,  stiU  jour- 
neyed northwards.  Some  ten  miles  further  up,  the  way  led 
over  Jacob's  Bridge  (which  is  standing  yet) ,  and  along  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  Jordan  and  the  waters  of  Merom.  Then 
he  skirted  the  fertile  and  well-watered  plain  above  this  little 
lake,  and  kept  his  course  northward,  till  about  twenty  miles 
above  Jacob's  Bridge  he  came  upon  the  hamlets  that  lie  round 
Cffisai-ea  Philippi  to  the  south. 

It  was  a  region  of  entrancing  beauty  and  of  extreme  fei> 

1  Matthew  xvi.  13-20;  Luke  ix.  lS-21,  iv.  1-13;  Mark  i.  12,  18. 
*  See  pp.  281  £E. 
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tilit}* ;  the  same  that  had  excited  the  cupidity  of  the  Damtes 
in  the  olden  time.^  Here  the  many  fountains  and  branches  of 
the  Jordan  foamed  and  rushed  upon  their  way,  to  join  at  last 
in  one  broad  stream  ;  and  the  eye  wandered  over  the  fairest 
pastures  and  the  noblest  forests  till  it  rested  on  the  stately 
Hermon.  The  city  whose  territory  lay  in  this  favored  region 
was  called  after  Augustus  Csesar,  like  its  namesake  on  the 
coast  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea ;  and  to  distinguish  it  from 
the  latter  it  bore  an  additional  name  taken  from  the  tetrarch 
Philip,  who  founded  or  at  least  extended  and  beautified  it  very 
soon  after  his  accession,  with  a  view  to  making  it  the  seat  of 
his  government.  It  was  for  the  most  part  a  heathen  city, 
and  could  boast  of  more  than  one  celebrated  shrine  in  its  im- 
mediate neighborhood.  At  the  time  of  which  we  are  speak- 
ing it  was  in  Roman  territory. 

What  was  it  that  took  Jesus  two  short  days'  journey  to  the 
extreme  north  of  Palestine  with  no  apparent  object?  It  can- 
not have  been  to  escape  his  enemies ;  for  he  need  have  gone 
no  ftirther  than  Bethsaida  to  be  safe  from  the  plots  of  Herod 
and  the  pursuit  of  the  champions  of  Jewish  orthodoxy.  Nor 
was  his  object  simply  to  rest  a  time  and  enjoy  the  beauties  of 
Nature ;  for  he  was  too  deepl}'  absorbed  in  many  questions 
of  extreme  importance  to  have  eyes  or  attention  for  those 
beauties  now.  He  felt  that  he  must  collect  himself,  examine 
his  position  and  prospects  from  every  side,  come  to  some 
definite  decision,  and  adopt  the  corresponding  measures. 
Things  could  not  go  on  as  they  were.  He  must  choose  some 
new  line  of  action,  and  must  hasten  the  decisive  moment. 
The  thoughts  and  projects  which  had  long  been  rising  and 
growing  in  his  mind,  especiall}'  since  the  death  of  John,  now 
came  to  full  maturity.  And  now,  for  the  first  time,  he  was 
in  a  position  to  communicate  them  to  his  friends.  It  was 
high  time  to  do  so.  The  third  Evangelist  indicates  the  im- 
portance of  the  crisis  by  sa3ing  that  Jesus  prayed.  Doubt- 
less he  did  ask  wisdom  from  on  high  and  commit  the  issue  to 
God. 

Somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ca^sarea,  then,  as  he 
was  out  of  doors  with  the  Twelve,  he  turned  to  them,  and, 
with  an  expression  both  of  face  and  voice  which  showed  them 
it  was  no  ordinary'  matter  of  which  he  spoke,  asked,  '*  Whom 
do  people  suppose  me  to  be  ? "  The}'  knew  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  ask  them  what  his  opponents  said  of  him,  but  what 
the  masses,  who  regarded  him  with  more  or  less  favor,  thought 

I  See  vol.  i.  pp.  876,  377. 
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and  espected  of  him.  Hitherto  he  had  troubled  himself  but 
little  with  such  matters,  for  he  had  always  kept  his  own  per- 
sonality as  completely  as  possible  in  the  background ;  but  at 
this  crisis  he  must  know  the  opinion  of  his  followers,  for 
much  depended  on  it.  The  Twelve  were  naturally  in  a  bet- 
ter position  than  Jesus  himself  for  ascertaining  the  opinions 
generally  held  concerning  him,  and  they  had  no  difficulty  in 
answering  his  question.  It  appeared  that  several  opinions 
were  current.  Some  believed  that  he  was  John  the  Baptist, 
^ho  had  not  really  been  murdered,  or  had  been  called  back 
bj'  God  from  the  land  of  shadows  to  take  up  his  work  again  ; 
others  thought  he  was  Elijah,  returned  from  heaven  to  per- 
form the  task  that  had  been  assigned  to  him  and  prepare  for 
the  Messianic  age  ;  others  again  took  him  for  Jeremiah,  risen 
fh>m  the  dead  to  disclose  the  sacred  objects  that  had  been 
concealed  ever  since  Jerusalem  was  sacked  ;  others  regarded 
him  more  vaguel}*  as  one  of  the  ancient  prophets  returned  to 
life  from  the  world  below  to  do  the  work  of  preparation.* 

There  is  much  appearance  of  diversity  in  these  opinions, 
and  at  first  sight  their  extravagance  may  seem  astounding ; 
but  a  moment's  reflection  will  put  an  end  to  our  surprise,  and 
frill  show  us  that  in  the  only  essential  point  there  is  remark- 
able unanimity  among  them;  for  all  the  difl!erent  opinions 
come  to  this,  that  Jesus  was  tlie  precursor  of  the  Messianic 
kingdom.  The  form  which  this  fundamental  belief  adopted 
was  dependent,  in  the  case  of  each  individual,  upon  whether 
he  expected  P^lijah  or  Jeremiah,  or,  more  vaguely,  "one  of 
the  prophets,"  or  John  himself,  to  complete  the  work  of 
preparation.  The  great  mass  of  his  disciples  then  regarded 
Jesus  as  the  herald  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  and,  considering 
the  character  of  all  his  preaching  from  his  first  appearance  in 
public,  no  belief  could  possibly  have  been  more  natural. 

It  was  clear,  however,  that  the  disciples  were  simply  giving 
their  Master  a  faithful  account  of  what  "  people  '*  said  of  him, 
and  were  not  stating  their  own  belief;  and  Jesus,  following 
up  the  first  question  with  another,  asked  them  eagerly,  "  But 
you  yourselves !  whom  do  you  think  I  am  ?  "  Constrained  yet 
eager  glances  passed  between  the  Twelve,  and  for  a  moment 
there  was  silence,  —  but  for  a  moment  only !  Then  Simon 
(Peter),  the  foremost  of  them  all  upon  this  as  upon  other 
occasions,  answered  confidently,  "You  are  the  Messiah!" 
It  waa  evidently  in  the  name  of  all  the  rest,  as  well  as  hiB  own, 
that  he  ofiTered  this  title  (the  highest  that  could  be  conceived) 

1  See  pp.  48,  99,  104,  27S. 
VOL.  III.  14 
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to  his  Master.  Nor  did  Jesus  reject  it,  though  he  strongly 
urged  his  disciples  never  to  speak  of  it  to  any  one,  nor  to  let 
their  con>iction  be  known. 

But,  for  all  that,  henceforth  Jesus  ivcu  the  Messiah ;  not 
only  in  his  own  consciousness,  but  to  the  world.  His  resolve, 
which  had  been  his  own  secret  hitherto,  still  capable  of  alter- 
ation, was  now  irrevocable.  His  own  personal  fate  and  the 
future  of  his  cause  were  now  decided. 

Here  we  may  pause  to  point  out  some  of  the  inferences  tliat 
may  be  drawn  from  this  conversation  between  Jesus  and  his 
friends,  and  to  offer  some  necessar}'  explanations. 

In  the  fii'st  place,  the  two  questions  and  answers  prove  in- 
controvertibly  that  hitherto  Jesus  had  never  proclaimed  him- 
self to  be  the  Messiah,  and  had  never  been  recognized  as 
such  by  others.  This  consideration  is  absolutely  fatal  to  the 
historical  character  of  all  those  recognitions  of  his  Messiah- 
ship  which  we  have  seen  ascribed  to  demons,  to  sufferers  who 
asked  his  aid,  to  his  own  disciples,  and  to  the  people  at  large.* 
But  there  is  another  point  of  more  importance  which  must  be 
considered  in  this  connection.  According  to  tlie  Gospels, 
Jesus  very  early  adopted  the  practice  of  frequently  speaking 
of  himself  in  the  third  person  under  the  designation  of  ^^  the 
Son  of  Man."  We  have  treated  this  expression  as  simply 
equivalent  to  the  first  personal  pronoun  ''I."*  Indeed,  it  is 
imix)8sible  to  lay  down  an}'  fixed  rule  as  to  when  Jesus  uses 
'*  I "  and  when  ''  the  Son  of  Man,"  and  the  condition  in  which 
our  authorities  have  come  down  to  us  is  such  that  we  cannot 
at  all  rely  upon  them  on  such  a  point  as  this.  It  often  hap- 
pens that  one  Gospel  has  ''  I "  and  another  ''  the  Son  of  Man  " 
in  the  very  same  passage.  For  instance,  in  the  scene  we 
have  just  described  Matthew  gives  the  first  question  thus : 
'•  Whom  do  people  take  the  Son  of  Man  to  be?"  For  this 
and  other  reasons  it  is  very  doubtful  what  Jesus  intended  the 
name  to  mean.  He  certainly  never  used  it  as  impl3ing  that 
he  was  himself  the  ideal  man.  To  do  so  would  have  been 
utterly  foreign  to  his  nature.  Now  Ezekiel  constantly  calls 
himself  in  his  own  oracles  "  son  of  a  man,"  •  that  is  "  weak 
mortal ! "  and  it  has  been  conjectured  that  Jesus  borrowed  the 
term  from  him,  and  used  it  to  indicate  his  prophetic  mission 
and  at  the  same  time  his  human  infirmity  and  dependence 
upon  Gk>d,  —  or  perhaps  the  latter  only.    Others  suppose  that 

1  See  pp.  186,  186,  208,  269,  287.  «  See  pp.  187,  199,  904,  S14,  et  t9j 

*  Compare  vol.  ii.  chap.  ix.  p.  406. 
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the  expression  was  taken  from  the  well-known  vision  of 
Daniel,  where  it  is  used  for  *'  the  kingdom  of  the  saints."* 
In  this  case  Jesus  may  have  applied  it  either  to  the  subjects 
of  the  Messianic  kingdom  generially,  and  to  himself  as  one  of 
them,  as  their  leader  and  exemplar,  or  in  a  more  strictly  per- 
sonal sense  to  himself  as  king.  There  is,  indeed,  no  room  to 
doubt  that  the  vision  in  Daniel  is  the  source  from  which  the 
expression  is  taken  in  the  numerous  passages  that  speak  of 
the  "  coming"  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  of  his  coming  "  with 
the  clouds."  Here  and  there  this  expression  may  be  used  as 
equivalent  to  the  revelation  of  the  kingdom  of  Messiah,'  and 
indeed  Matthew  has  ^^  the  Son  of  Man  "  in  a  passage  in  which 
the  other  two  read  the  ''  kingdom  of  God."  •  But  when  it  is 
said  of  this  Son  of  Man  that  he  shall  ^^  sit  at  the  right  hand 
of  God,"  which  the  ideal  king  is  described  as  doing  in  the 
hundred  and  tenth  Psalm,  the  reference  is  most  certainly  to 
the  Messiah  himself,  and  specifically  to  Jesus  as  the  Messiah.* 
Here  we  are  met  by  another  difficulty  ;  for  if  Jesus  really  did 
call  himself  the  Son  of  Man  before  this  occurrence  at  Csesarea 
Philippi,  then  the  expression  cannot  originaUy  have  meant 
^^  the  Messiah,"  either  on  his  lips  or  in  the  opinion  of  his 
hearers.  In  short,  we  must  be  content  to  confess  our  igno- 
rance. We  can  be  sure  only  of  this :  that  Jesus  never  claimed 
the  title  as  a  personal  right,  but  simpl}'  used  it  to  indicate  the 
nature  of  his  work  and  his  fVinction  in  the  world. 

Another  point  of  still  greater  interest  is  the  question,  how 
long  and  in  what  sense  Jesus  had  felt  that  he  was  called  to  be 
the  Messiah  ?  We  must  bear  in  mind  that  if  on  this  occasion 
he  accepted  a  title  that  had  never  before  been  claimed  by  him, 
or  offered  to  him,  he  did  so  simply  because  it  really  c»orre- 
sponded  better  than  any  other  title  to  his  personal  conscious- 
ness of  the  nature  of  his  mission.  His  own  inmost  convictions 
emphatically  forbade  him  to  reject  the  title.  Let  no  one  think 
that  he  acquiesced  out  of  complaisance  to  a  Jewish  error  or  a 
prejudice  of  the  Apostles.  Such  weak  compliance  would  have 
been  impossible  to  him,  and,  moreover,  in  this  case  would 
have  been  the  very  height  of  folly.  Then,  how  are  we  to 
reconcile  the  beginning  with  the  end  of  his  career ;  the  task 
of  the  king  with  that  of  the  herald  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ? 

1  Dinlel  vii.  13,  U;  compare  verses  18,  22,  27 ;  Psalm  Ixxx.  17;  and  vol.  ii. 
chap.  xxii.  p.  &56. 

s  Matthew  x.  23,  xxiv.  27  (Luke  xvii.  24),  30  (Mark  xiii.  26 ;  Lake  zxi.  27). 

*  Matthew  xvi.  28 ;  compare  Mark  ix.  1 ;  Luke  ix.  27. 

^  Matthew  xzvi.  64  (Mark  xiv.  62;  Luke  xxii.  69);  compare  xix.  28,  xxv 
81 ;  and  Acts  vii.  B6 ;  Revelation  i.  13,  xiv.  14. 
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Rad  be  known  that  he  was  the  Messiah  from  the  beginning 
of  bis  public  life,  and  had  he  hitherto  concealed  this  knowl- 
edge? Or  bad  his  own  views  changed  in  this  respect,  and 
had  he  onl}*  lately  assumed  in  his  own  mind  the  task  and 
ntune  of  Messiah  instead  of  those  of  precursor?  Most  peo- 
ple adopt  the  former  supposition,  and  believe  that  at  his  bap- 
tism, as  the  Gospels  declare,  or  between  that  event  and  the 
imprisonment  of  John,  be  became  conscious  that  he  was  the 
Messiah.  But  we  have  adopted  the  other  alternative,  and 
have  assumed  its  truth  in  our  ti'eatment  of  the  narratives 
already  dealt  with.  To  us  it  appears  in  the  highest  degree 
unnatural  that  Jesus  should  have  begun  his  ministry  with  a 
secret  reservation,  should  have  kept  his  true  mission  long 
concealed,  and  in  a  certain  sense  given  himself  out  for  some- 
thing other  than  what  he  really  believed  himself  to  be.  The 
natural  inference  alwa3's  is  that  an  honest  man  thinks  he  is 
what  he  says  he  is.  Moreover,  the  Messiahship  was  not  a  right 
or  dignity  —  like  that  of  the  pretender  to  a  crown  —  which 
Jesus  at  a  definite  moment  felt  to  be  his  due.  It  was  a  life- 
task,  and  to  take  it  up  required  a  stern  resolve.  When  first 
the  thought  rose  in  his  heart,  and  his  sense  of  duty  more  and 
more  clearly  pointed  him  to  the  task,  he  must  in  the  nature  of 
things  have  paused  for  a  time  in  uncertainty.  A  sublime  act 
of  faith  was  needed  like  that  by  which  John  stood  up  to  do  Eli- 
jah's work,  but  loftier  and  mightier.  As  John  had  determined 
to  hasten  the  coming  of  God's  kingdom,  so  Jesus  resolved  to 
do  neither  more  nor  less  than  bring  it  to  earth  himself! 

It  is  ti*ue  that  the  period  within  which  this  important 
change  in  his  conception  of  his  task  took  place  must  have 
been  very  limited;  but  intensity  and  concentration  of  life 
may  make  one  year  equivalent  to  manj-.  We  should  hardl}* 
expect  a  man  like  Jesus  to  begin  with  the  very  highest  and 
hardest  task  before  he  had  even  tried  his  strength.  He  too, 
like  every  one  else,  must  first  express  himself  in  word  and 
deed,  and  set  himself  with  all  his  powers  and  all  his  gifts  to 
work,  before  he  could  possibly  come  to  the  full  consciousness 
of  his  own  nature  and  his  own  powers.  Again,  when  first  he 
began  to  teach,  he  had  promised  himself  and  the  world  that 
the  kingdom  would  be  shortly  founded  b}'  a  glorious  act  of 
God,  and  it  needed  experience  to  teach  him  that,  unless 
he  girded  himself  to  new  and  intenser  effort,  that  kingdom 
woiHd  not  come  as  yet.  He  was  disappointed  in  his  nation 
and  its  leaders.  Like  all  great  reformers,  he  had  expected 
the  speedy  realization  of  his  ideal  without  having  formed  any 
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definite  conception  of  the  way  in  which  it  would  be  brought 
about.  This  realization,  he  at  first  imagined,  was  not  his 
work.  Preparation  only  was  the  task  that  had  been  assigned 
to  him  ;  but,  since  this  preparation  for  the  kingdom  was  itself 
an  initial  establishment  of  it,  he  spoke  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  already  as  present  among  men.  He  had  spoken  from 
the  first,  and  all  through  the  time  when  his  work  appeared  so 
wonderfully  successful,  of  a  gradual  and  natural  development ; 
but  he  had  not  at  all  realized  the  extreme  slowness  which 
necessarily  characterizes  such  a  process.  What  of  that?  If 
his  work  had  grown,  so  had  his  powers.  He  had  risen  up  to 
continue  the  preaching  of  John,  and  to  complete  his  work, 
lie  had  turned  to  the  sinners,  knowing  that  if  they  repented 
the  promised  salvation  would  no  longer  be  delayed  ;  and  when 
his  efforts  had  been  successful  in  many  cases,  when  the  ex- 
pression of  his  inner  life  and  the  exercise  of  his  powers  had 
taught  him  to  know  himself,  then  the  conviction  had  risen 
within  him  that  the  heart  of  man  knew  no  religious  wants 
which  he  could  not  satisfy.  And  therefore  he  could  no  longer 
point  to  a  future  in  which  God  would  bless  his  people  with 
purer  light,  closer  communion  with  Himself,  and  more  blessed 
peace  than  those  which  he  (Jesus)  alread}'  experienced  him- 
self and  knew  that  he  could  give  to  others.  At  the  same 
time  his  own  sense  of  dignity  rose  in  direct  proportion  to  the 
violence  of  the  opposition  he  experienced  from  the  learned 
and  pious  champions  of  religion.  The  pride  of  the  discarded 
prophet  was  aroused.  The  more  decisively  he  was  rejected 
the  more  distinctly  did  he  put  himself  forward  and  assert  his 
personal  claims.  This  brings  us  to  a  final  and  conclusive 
proof  that  he  had  but  recently  resolved  to  become  the  Mes- 
siah. It  may  be  found  in  the  change  which  we  have  had  re- 
peated opportunities  of  observing  in  his  general  bearing. 
Not  onl}'  had  he  definitel}'  broken  with  the  Pharisaic  party, 
but  he  had  assumed  a  far  more  lofty  tone  of  authority  than 
ever  before.^ 

We  are  now  in  a  position  fully  to  understand  all  this. 
Jesus  had  put  his  people  to  a  practical  test,  and  had  dis- 
covered that  if  no  other  way  were  taken  than  that  which 
John  and  he  himself  so  far  had  trodden,  then  the  kingdom 
of  God  was  not  at  hand.  A  heroic  effort  was  needed  to  make 
it  come,  yet  come  it  must  and  should.  He  himself  must 
shrink  from  no  sacrifice,  and  fall  short  of  no  demand,  that 
might  be  requisite.     Now  he  knew  for  certain  that  he  pos« 

1  See  pp.  S59,  873-275.  278-2S1.  303;  compare  pp.  212,  215. 
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sessed  all  those  spiritual  blessings  which  were  promised  in 
the  Messianic  age,  and  thcrefoi*e  he  might  and  could  declare 
that  the  kingdom  of  God  had  come  in  him.  What  he  could 
do  and  might  do  he  must  do.  What  he  was  justified  in  say* 
ing  ai:d  able  to  say,  that  he  was  also  bound  to  say ;  not  "•*•  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand !  "  but  "  the  kingdom  of  God  is 
here  I  I  am  the  Messiah !  As  far  as  human  agency  and 
effort  go,  I  bring  you  the  promised  salvation." 

All  this  shows  us  clearly  enough  the  sense  in  which  Jesus 
became  the  Messiah.  It  was  probably-  not  without  hesitation 
that  he  adopted  the  title,  for  the  name  of  Messiah  w^ould  be 
almost  sure  to  occasion  the  grossest  misconceptions  in  the 
minds  not  only  of  the  people,  but  of  his  own  special  friends 
as  well.  It  is  true  that  there  had  never  been,  and  was  not 
then,  any  settled  belief  as  to  the  Messiah  ;  but  the  conception 
of  a  magnificent  and  powerful  monarch  was  pretty  generall3' 
associated  with  the  word,  and  of  course  Jesus  never  dreamed 
of  expecting  worldly  honor  and  dominion.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  reject  the  title,  especially 
now  that  it  was  ofilered  to  him  spontaneousl3\  Had  he  done 
so,  it  would  have  caused  the  far  more  serious  misconception 
that  another  (the  Messiah)  was  still  to  be  expected,  and  that 
Jesus  himself  was  not  qualified  or  competent  to  establish  the 
kingdom  of  God ;  whereas,  he  felt  that  he  had  indeed  come 
to  fulfil  the  hope  of  the  pious  ancestors  and  the  promises  of 
the  prophets,  and  that  he  should  not  fail.  In  the  true  and 
highest  sense  of  the  term,  according  to  its  spiritual  significa- 
tion, he  felt  that  he  could  be  the  Messiah ;  and  he  ^-esolved 
that  he  would.  He  and  no  other !  He  would  rule,  but  only 
by  moral  force,  by  the  infiuence  of  his  gospel.  To  him  the 
kingdom  of  God  meant  first  and  chiefiy  the  union  of  all  spir- 
itual blessings ;  ^  and,  as  the  Messiah,  he  would  dispense  these 
blessings.  He  would  be  the  light  of  the  world,  the  salt  of  the 
earth ;  as  a  teacher  he  would  lead  the  peoples,  personally  or 
by  means  of  his  emissaries,  to  a  sense  of  the  love  of  God  and 
the  dignity  of  man  ;  he  would  be  followed  and  obeyed  for  the 
truth's  sake  which  he  uttered.  He  would  be  the  sower,  and 
would  see  an  ever-richer  harvest  rising  from  the  seed  that  he 
had  sown ;  he  would  guide  the  feeble  ;  he  would  be  the  peace- 
maker and  the  giver  of  life ;  and  his  authority  should  be  ac- 
knowledged by  all  mankind  in  perfect  freedom  and  with  all 
the  heart.  In  this  sense  only  could  he  adopt  the  title  and 
accept  the  homage  of  his  friends.  Thus  we  see  that  cvcu 
1  See  p.  151. 
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when  Jesus  was  compelled  to  introduce  his  own  person  into 
the  prnblcm,  yet  the  kingdom  of  God  itself  remained,  as  it 
always  Lad  been,  the  one  supreme  object  of  his  thoughts. 

The  last  question  we  have  to  ask  is,  how  Simon  came  to 
recognize  his  Master  as  the  Lord's  anointed,  and  what  he 
understood  the  title  to  imply  ?  The  first  Gospel  tells  us  that 
to  Simon's  confession,  "Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the 
living  God !  "  Jesus  i*eplied  in  a  strain  of  solemn  exaltation : 
"  Blessed  art  thou,  Simon,  son  of  Jona !  for  flesh  and  blood 
have  not  revealed  it  unto  you,  but  my  Father  in  heaven. 
And  I  say  unto  thee  that  thou  art  a  rock  (Peter) ,  and  that 
on  this  rock  I  will  build  my  communit}',  and  the  gates  of  the 
realms  of  the  dead  shall  be  found  weaker  than  it.  And, 
moreover,  I  will  give  3'ou  the  kejs  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
and  whatever  you  forbid  or  permit,  command  or  do  away,  on 
earth,  it  shall  be  confirmed  bj'  God  in  heaven."  These  words, 
to  which  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  appeals  in  support  of  the 
supremacy  of  the  Pope  as  Peter's  successor,  are  certainly  not 
genuine.  Jesus  did  not  rank  Simon  above  the  rest  of  the 
Apostles,  nor  did  he  give  him  the  name  of  Peter ;  and  he 
never  could  or  would  have  ascribed  to  any  of  his  followers  the 
power  of  excluding  any  one  from  the  kingdom  of  God,  or  of 
giving  out  laws  and  ordinances.^  The  Jewish-Christian  party 
put  these  words  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus  to  glorify  their  spe- 
cial Apostle.  But  the  passage  embodies  a  true  perception  of 
the  fact  that  Jesus,  if  not  surprised,  was  certainly  rejoiced  to 
find  that  his  friends  had  enough  clearness  of  spiritual  vision 
and  depth  of  spiritual  life  to  recognize  his  true  greatness,  to 
appreciate  the  religious  significance  of  his  work  and  person, 
and  to  understand  his  aims,  unlike  the  expected  Messiah  as 
he  was  in  all  his  outward  surroundings.  It  was  their  deep 
affection  for  the  Master  and  their  fervent  longing  for  the 
coming  of  God's  kingdom  that  made  them  recognize  Jesus 
as  the  Messiah,  and  their  confession  was  at  the  same  time 
an  indirect  appeal  to  him  to  assume  the  office.  And  again, 
the  tone  of  authority  he  had  lately  assumed  had  helped  to 
sorest  the  thought,  and  now  encouraged  them  to  utter  it. 

But  if  the  confession  gave  Jesus  cause  for  joy,  it  gave  him 
cause  for  apprehension  too.  This  was  why  he  warned  the 
disciples  so  emphatically  not  to  tell  any  one  that  he  was  the 
Messiah,  and  why  he  took  an  early  opportunity  of  expressly 
talking  over  his  plans  and  prospects  with  them.  For  they 
were  far  from  having  sacrificed  the  carnal  expectations  and 

1  Compare  p.  18L 
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ambitious  dreams  of  their  nation.  The}'  still  thought  of  the 
dignity  of  the  Messiah  as  political  in  its  nature,  and  of  the 
Messiah  himself  as  an  eaithly  king.  And  of  course  their 
personal  interests  came  into  plaj-,  for  if  their  Master  ascended 
the  throne,  they  too  would  share  in  his  exaltation.  Jesus  was 
soon  to  learn  how  deeply  this  false  conception  was  rooted  in 
their  hearts. 

Indeed,  all  the  contemporaries  of  Jesus  were  so  completely 
wedded  to  this  idea  that  even  the  early  Jewish-Christian  com- 
munities could  not  relinquish  it.  One  of  many  illustrations 
of  this  fact  is  preserved  in  a  narrative  contained  in  the  first 
Gospel.*  It  belongs  to  the  same  class  as  the  stories  in  the 
Apocryphal  (Tosi)els,  and  runs  as  follows  :  — 

Some  days  aller  the  events  at  Caesarea  Jesus  was  once 
more  at  Capernaum.  It  was  just  the  time  for  collecting  the 
tax  levied  in  support  of  the  temple,  which  amounted  to  two 
drachmas  a  head  (about  one  shilling  and  fourpence  of  our 
money),  and  was  paid  yearly  b^-  every  Jew.*  The  collectors, 
not  daring  to  address  Jesus  himself,  said  to  Peter,  '*  Does 
not  your  Mast<?r  pa}*  the  two  drachmas?"  "  Certainl}'  he 
does,"  answered  Peter,  forgetting  for  the  moment  what  was 
implied  in  his  Master's  dignit}*  as  the  Messiah.  He  went 
into  the  house  to  tell  Jesus ;  but  hardly  had  he  entered  when 
tJesus,  who  knew  every  thing,  anticipated  him  with  the  ques- 
tion, ''  What  think  you,  Simon !  from  whom  do  the  kings 
of  the  earth  take  toll  and  tribute,  —  from  their  own  sons  or 
from  strangers?"  "From  strangers,"  answered  the  other. 
*'Then  the  children  are  free,"  said  Jesus  (meaning,  "Then 
I,  as  the  Messiah  or  Son  of  God,  need  not  pay  ")  ;  "  but, 
not  to  give  them  offence,"  he  continued,  "  go  to  the  lake  and 
throw  your  hook,  and  in  the  mouth  of  the  first  fish  you  catch 
you  will  find  a  stater  [four  drachmas],  (jive  it  to  the  col- 
lectors for  yourself  and  me." 

What  a  hoi)eless  misconception  underlies  this  argument! 
Jesus  cherished  a  spiritual  conception  of  the  oflicc  of  the 
Messiah,  which  was  in  directest  conflict  with  the  general  opin 
ion  of  his  people  as  expressed  in  this  story  and  elsewhere,  ll 
stands  to  reason  that  this  contrast  must  often  have  involved 
him  in  serious  difiSculties,  and  must  ha^ve  given  rise  to  the 
severest  mental  conflicts. 

We  have  dwelt  at  such  length  on  the  Messianic  dignity  of 
Jesus  because  the  subject  is  so  exceedingly  important.     We 
1  HaUbew  xvii.  24-97.  ^  Exodus  xxx.  11  fl. 
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regret  all  the  more  that  the  condition  in  which  our  authorities 
have  come  down  to  us  is  such  as  to  drive  us  now  and  then  to 
conjectures.  We  should  be  so  thankful  for  complete  certainty 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  Jesus  expected  the  kingdom  of 
God  to  be  established,  and  the  place  which  he  beticved  he 
would  occupy  in  it  as  the  Messiah  !  We  would  so  willingly 
trace  the  development  of  his  ideas  on  these  matters  clearly 
and  confidently !  We  shall  soon  see  that  he  was  at  any  rate 
well  aware  of  the  danger  he  incurred,  and  was  pi-epared  for 
the  worst.  In  that  connection,  and  again  later  on,  we  shall 
feel  how  much  he  must  have  passed  through  before  he  could 
resolve  to  take  this  step. 

But  fii-st  let  us  open  a  page  of  the  Gospels,  which  shows  us 
that  the  early  Christian  communities  were  deeply  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  question  how  Jesus  earned  the 
title  of  Messiah,  and  that  the}*  rightly  connected  his  Messiah- 
ship  with  his  severest  mental  conflict.  This  conflict  they 
represent,  as  usual  in  a  visible  form,  as  an  encounter  between 
Christ  and  Satan.  Inasmuch  as  the}'  believed  that  Jesus 
was  endowed  b}-  God  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  called  to  be 
the  Messiah  at  his  baptism,^  they  ver^'  naturally  placed  the 
conflict  and  temptation  before  his  public  ministry,  in  the  pe- 
riod just  alter  his  baptism  which  history  had  left  vacant. 

As  soon  as  Jesus  was  consecrated  as  the  Messiah,  the  Spirit 
which  had  come  upon  him  led  him  to  the  wilderness  that  he 
might  be  tempted  by  the  Devil  there.  So  must  he  approve 
himself  as  the  Messiah.  Forty  days  and  forty  nights  he 
fasted  absolutely ;  and  when  his  hunger  was  keen  the  Tem[)- 
ter  came  to  him  and  said,  "If  you  are  God's  son,  command 
these  stones  to  become  bread."*  But  Jesus  refused.  "  It  is 
written,"  he  said,  "  '  Man  lives  not  b^-  bread  aione,  but  by  all 
that  God's  word  of  power  sends  him.'  "  '  Baffled  in  his  firet 
attempt,  the  Devil  tried  another  means  of  seducing  him  into 
faithlessness  to  his  mission  as  the  Messiah.  He  bore  him 
through  the  air  with  the  speed  of  thought  to  the  City  of  God, 
and,  placing  him  on  the  parapet  of  the  temple,  said,  "  If  3'ou 
are  God's  son,  hurl  yourself  down  ;  for  it  is  written  that  He 
shall  give  His  angels  charge  over  you,  and  they  shall  take 
you  in  their  hands  that  you  may  never  strike  your  foot  against 
a  stone."  *  But  Jesus  answered  firmly,  ''It  is  also  written, 
'  Thou  shalt  not  try  the  Lord  th}-  God,  to  see  whether  He  is 

1  Se«  pp.  117-121.  2  Compare  pp  265,  266. 

V  Deuteronomy  Tiii.  3.  *  Psalm  xci.  11, 12. 
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mighty  to  help/  "  *  The  Devil  did  not  yet  despair,  but  made 
one  more  vigorous  attack.  Again  he  bore  him  through  the 
air,  this  time  to  a  very  lofty  mountain,  from  the  top  of  which 
he  could  see  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  with  all  their 
wealth  and  splendor.  Over  all  this  the  Devil  could  dispose 
at  will ;  and,  as  he  showed  his  wide  dominions  to  Jesus,  he 
cried,  "  All  this  will  I  give  3'ou  if  j-ou  will  fall  down  and  wor- 
ship me."  But  Jesus  did  not  hesitate  a  moment.  ^^  Out  of 
my  sight,  Satan ! "  he  cried  with  indignant  scorn  ;  "for  it  is 
written,  'The  Lord  thy  God  shalt  thou  worship,  and  Him 
alone  shalt  thou  revere.' "  *  Then  the  Devil  left  him,  and 
angels  drew  near  the  victor  and  gave  him  food.  It  was  a  sign 
of  God's  approval,  —  the  true  and  faithful  hero's  reward. 

Such  is  the  story  as  Matthew  gives  it.  It  is  a  weird  scene, 
and  is  sketched  with  high  ai*tistic  power.  Luke,  besides  other 
slight  alterations,  changes  the  order  of  the  second  and  third 
temptations.  Mark  simpl}'  states  that  the  spirit  drove  Jesus 
into  the  wilderness,  where  he  remained  forty  days,  tempted 
all  the  while  by  Satan  and  surrounded  by  wild  creatures, 
while  the  angels  brought  him  food  and  drink.  We  may  re- 
mark that  the  introduction  of  the  first  two  temptations  —  **  If 
you  are  God's  son  " — shows  at  once  that  it  is  as  the  Messiah 
that  Jesus  is  tempted.  It  is  of  course  absurd  to  ask  seriously 
where  we  must  place  the  scene  of  this  conflict ;  but  the  barren 
mountain-land  north-west  of  Jericho  has  been  pointed  out 
ever  since  the  Middle  Ages  as  the  true  locality.  It  is  called 
"  Qaarantania,"  after  the  forty  days  Jesus  is  supposed  to  have 
spent  in  it.  "The  desert "  is  here  a  general  designation  of 
the  abode  of  evil  spirits,  and  also  contains  a  reference  to  the 
forty  years'  wandering  of  the  people  of  Israel,  which  fhr- 
nished  the  model  for  this  story.  Its  leading  idea  is  that  the 
Messiah  triumphed  over  the  temptations  to  which  Israel  sac- 
cumbed.'  This  is  the  meaning  of  the  number  "forty"  and 
of  the  introduction  of  the  wild  creatures ;  but  the  prolonged 
fast  during  all  these  days  is  borrowed  from  the  story  of  the 
sta}'  of  Moses  on  Mount  Sinai.* 

The  meaning  of  the  separate  temptations  is  not  quite  clear. 
The  first  recalls  the  murmuring  of  the  Israelites  for  want  of 
food,  when  God  showed  that  he  could  preserve  their  life  with- 
out bread ;  that  is,  by  other  than  the  ordinary  means,  —  by 
maTina  and  quails.     The  Tempter  urges  Jesus  to  secure  him- 

^  Deuteronomy  vi.  16.  <  Deateronomy  yi.  13. 

s  Compare  p.  ^7;  and  Deuteronomy  ^ili.  2  14-16. 
^  Exo<lu8  xxxiy.  28}  Deuteronomy  ix  i,  18. 
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self  an  existence  free  from  care.  He,  the  Messiah,  must  not 
suffer  want !  Jesus  refers  him  to  a  saying  of  Moses,  which, 
as  he  uses  it,  is  an  expression  of  absolute  trust  in  God.  He 
will  provide  the  necessary  sustenance,  and  while  pursuing 
the  highest  purposes  Jesus  will  laj-  on  Him  all  lower  cares. 
Hereupon  the  Devil  lays  hold  of  the  very  weapons  by  which 
his  first  attack  has  been  repelled  ;  namel}',  trust  in  God  and 
reverence  for  the  Scripture.  He  urges  Jesus,  as  he  stands 
on  the  sacred  height,  to  risk  every  tiling.  In  the  fulfilment 
of  his  Messianic  mission  he  may  safely  brave  all  dangers, 
and,  if  need  be,  establish  the  kingdom  of  God  bj^  force,  for 
God  must  needs  support  him.  But  Jesus,  unlike  Israel,  who 
tested  Yahweh  to  see  whether  he  would  give  them  water  at 
Massah,  refuses  thus  to  challenge  God.  The  Messiah  must 
not  regard  himself  as  protected  against  mortal  danger  by  any 
special  interposition  of  God.  He  regards  such  reckless  pre- 
sumption as  a  violation  of  the  reverence  due  to  God,  and  will 
use  noie  but  spiritual  means  to  reach  his  end.  Finally  Sa- 
tan, wL  1  is  lord  of  the  heathen  world  which  pays  him  hom- 
age (foi  idolatry  is  the  worship  of  Satan) ,  and  has  established 
his  chief  seat  in  the  world-empire  of  Rome,  now  tries  to  per- 
suade the  Messiah,  for  whom  universal  empire  is  reserved  in 
the  future,  to  obtain  it  b}-  a  shorter  and  an  easier  way  than 
by  fidelit}'  to  Israel's  god,  —  to  obtain  it  now  at  the  price  of 
forsaking  God,  and  accommodating  himself,  for  example, 
to  the  ideas  of  heathendom.  But  if  Israel  of  old  had  yielded 
to  this  temptation  and  had  worshipped  Satan, ^  Jesus  refuses 
to  wipe  out  the  line  of  sharp  demarcation  which  separates 
the  people  of  the  Lord  from  the  worshippers  of  demons. 
The  splendor  of  Rome  cannot  draw  away  his  soul  from  obe- 
dience to  the  Law  and  from  his  own  sacred  purposes.  He 
will  enter  upon  no  such  unhallowed  compromise,  but  flings 
away  the  thought  with  hoiTor. 

The  question  whether  this  picture  of  the  mental  con  diet 
and  development  of  Jesus  is  a  good  one  cannot  be  answered 
by  a  simple  yes  or  no.  In  itself  the  conception  is  particu- 
larly anfortunate.  For  the  untroubled  conmiunion  of  Jesus 
with  God  left  no  room  for  such  morbid  fancies  as  made  a 
man  like  Luther  suppose  himself  to  be  engaged  in  personal 
wrestling  with  the  actual  Devil.  Moreover,  the  third  temp- 
tation, which  stamps  the  whole  picture  as  of  Jewish- Chris- 
tian origin,  shows  smaU  appreciation  of  the  spirit  of  Jesus.* 
Finally,  the  position  of  the  scene  at  the  beginning  of  his 

I  DenteroQomy  xzxU.  17.  ^  Compare  pp.  229,  224  ff.,  279,  280. 
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career,  before  he  had  the  least  idea  of  becoming  the  Messiah, 
is  at  variance  with  history.  On  the  other  hand,  the  first  two 
temptations  are  rather  happily  drawn ;  ^  and  in  the  conception 
that  Jesus  "  was  tempted  in  every  thing  just  as  we  are,  but 
without  sin,"  •  there  is  a  profound  psychological  truth  which 
acquires  special  value  when  we  consider  the  time  at  which  it 
was  uttered.  For  man,  even  for  Jesus  himself,  there  is  no 
virtue  without  temptation,  and  no  progress  without  dangers 
ever  renewed.  Not  without  sharp  internal  conflicts  and 
unbroken  moral  effort  did  Jesus  grow  so  good  and  great. 
Besides  the  ordinary  temptations  to  which  every  man  is 
exposed  by  his  carnal  nature  and  by  intercourse  with  a  sinful 
world  ;  besides  the  temptations  of  pride  and  ambition  to  which 
every  one  who  stands  out  above  his  surroundings  and  above 
his  age  is  pre-eminentl}'  liable,  —  we  may  suppose  that  two 
very  special  dangers  threatened  Jesus.  The  peculiar  bent  of 
his  spiritual  genius  was  such  that  exaggeration  or  one-sided 
development  might  easily  hurry  his  religious  life  into  fanati- 
cism, as  the  historj'  of  too  many  prophets  shows ;  and  the 
genuine  enjoyment  of  life  which  characterized  him  as  an  Is- 
raelite, together  with  the  instinct  of  self-preservation,  made 
him  far  from  indifferent  to  the  earthly  expectations  of  his 
contemporaries,  more  especially  when  he  had  received  his 
call  as  the  Messiah.  We  shall  presently  see  how  hard  he 
found  it,  as  the  Messiah,  to  reconcile  himself  to  the  thought 
of  possible  rejection  at  the  hands  of  his  people  ;  but  at  pres- 
ent we  will  not  dwell  upon  those  points  any  longer. 

Self-knowledge  and  incessant  watchfulness  and  prayer  ena- 
bled him  to  hold  his  own  in  every  conflict.  More  specifically, 
his  strong  sense  of  his  mission  and  the  wonderful  purity  and 
exaltation  of  his  purpose  strengthened  and  defended  him. 
lie  issued  from  temptation  victorious. 

^  flee  pp.  16S  ff.  a  Hebrews  i?.  16. 
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Chapter  XXVI. 

CONFLICT  AND  TRIUMPH  FORESEEN. 

Matthew  XVH.  10-18,  XVI.  21-28.1 

WE  will  now  take  up  the  thread  of  the  history  again  at 
the  point  at  which  we  dropped  it  to  weigh  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  fact  that  the  Twelve  greeted  their  Master  as  the 
future  Messiah. 

They  had  shown  that  they  felt  his  greatness,  and  they  had 
been  initiated  into  his  most  secret  thoughts.  The  natural 
consequence  was  that  Jesus  lived  henceforth  on  a  footing  of 
closer  intimacy  with  them  than  ever.  If  for  the  present  they 
were  to  keep  what  had  taken  place  a  profound  secret  from 
the  outer  world,  hencefoii^h  there  were  to  be  no  secrets  in 
their  own  inner  circle.  Jesus  could  now  impart  to  them 
without  reserve  his  plans  and  expectations,  and,  indeed,  he 
was  bound  to  do  so  for  more  reasons  than  one.  Not  onl}- 
must  his  line  of  conduct  very  seriously  affect  their  future  lot, 
but  they  were,  as  alread}'  said,  still  slaves  to  their  national 
prejudices,  and  in  the  utmost  need  of  further  enlightenment. 

We  still  have  recoi-ds  of  several  conversations  on  subjects 
connected  with  the  Messiah,  sometimes  started  by  Jesus  him- 
self, and  sometimes  by  the  disciples.  For  instance,  on  one 
occasion  they  asked  him  the  ver}'  natural  question,  "  When 
the  Scribes  tell  us  that  before  the  foundation  of  the  Messianic 
kingdom  Elijah  must  appear,  are  they  mistaken  ?  "  To  which 
Jesus  answered,  "  The}'  are  right  in  sa}ing  that  Elijahcomt^ 
first  and  makes  all  things  ready  in  Israel.  But  I  tell  you 
that  Elijah  has  already  come,  but  they  did  not  know  him  ; 
and  in  the  blindness  of  their  passion  the)'  persecuted  him. 
And  the  same  lot  awaits  the  Son  of  Man  at  their  hands." 
The  disciples  knew  that  he  was  speaking  of  the  Baptist,  and 
indeed  he  afterwards  plainly  declared,  ^^  John  was  the  man 
of  whom  we  read,  '  Behold  !  I  send  my  messenger  before  your 
face  to  prepare  your  way  before  you.'  If  you  will  believe  me 
when  I  say  it,  he  is  the  Elijah  that  was  to  come ! "  ^ 

The  Master  to  share  the  fate  of  John!  How  utterly 
amazed  must  the  Twelve  have  been  to  hear  such  a  declara- 

1  Luke  ix.  22-27;  Mark  ix.  11-18,  vui  31-ix.  L 
s  3ee  p.  256. 
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tion !  Bui  for  that  very  reason  Jesus  constantly  returned  to 
the  subject  from  the  moment  when  they  acknowledged  him  as 
the  Messiah  at  Ceesarea  Philippi.  During  the  last  few  weeks 
or  months  before  the  Passover  he  was  much  alone  with  them, 
and  had  many  opportunities  of  speaking  of  this  matter  to 
them.  He  soon  began :  according  to  the  Gospels  it  was  in 
the  decisive  hour  of  the  confession  itself.  He  laid  before 
them  in  the  clearest  possible  light  how  the  path  that  he  must 
tread  had  been  pointed  out  to  him,  and  whither  it  led.  He 
must  go  to  Jerusalem.  So  much  at  least  was  certain.  Not 
only  had  his  work  been  harassed  of  late,  and  his  very  life  en- 
dangered in  his  fatherland,  but  the  hour  had  come  for  him  to 
leave  the  secluded  regions  of  Galilee  and  advance  to  the  cap- 
ital itself,  there  to  announce  the  kingdom  of  God  and  force 
on  the  decision  for  which  his  cause  was  ripe.  Not  only  a 
chance-collected  crowd,  but  all  Israel  must  hear  from  his  own 
lips  what  he  had  to  offer,  and  must  choose  whether  to  accept 
it  or  no.  Though  many  of  the  religious  leaders  moi'e  espe- 
cially had  alread}'  declared  against  him,  yet  he  must  make  the 
whole  nation  hear  his  appeal  and  choose  whether  it  would  for- 
sake its  ambitious  dreams,  forsake  its  soulless  forms  and 
worship  of  the  letter,  and  accept  the  kingdom  of  God  he 
preached  with  all  its  inexhaustible  spiritual  blessings.  The 
city  of  the  Lord,  the  heart  of  Israel,  was  the  appointed  place 
for  this  great  trial,  and  the  thrice-glorious  festival  of  the 
Passover  was  the  appointed  time.  For  there  and  then,  what 
with  the  worshippers  that  came  from  every  part  of  Palestine 
and  the  pilgrims  that  streamed  in  from  ''the  dispersion,"  the 
people  might  be  said  to  be  present  collectively. 

So  far  Jesus  doubtless  carried  with  him  the  hearty  appro- 
bation of  his  fHends.  Where  but  at  Jerusalem,  when  but  at 
the  great  feast,  should  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah  be  estab- 
lished ?  But  this  was  not  in  all  respects  what  their  Master 
anticipated.  When  he  reached  Jerusalem,  as  he  went  on  Uf 
explain  to  them,  the  chances  would  be  still  heavier  against 
him  than  in  Galilee.  He  would  have  no  choice  but  to  assert 
his  utmost  claims  at  once  and  risk  every  thing ;  so  that  failure 
would  involve  the  most  disastrous  results,  and  would  be  al- 
most sure  to  cost  him  his  life.  Of  course  he  could  not  be 
certain  of  the  issue.  He  was  certain  of  one  thing  only ;  and 
that  was  that  whatever  came  to  pass  would  be  the  will  of  God, 
and  that  even  the  saddest  result  in  the  eyes  of  men  would 
become  under  God's  ruling  power  the  most  blessed  both  for 
him  and  for  the  kingdom  of  God.    But  at  that  moment,  as  h« 
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declared  to  his  disciples,  he  fbllj  expected  that  his  preaching 
would  find  no  entrance  and  wake  no  echo  in  the  hearts  of  the 
great  majoritj' ;  that  his  efforts  would  meet  with  no  sympathy 
find  no  support ;  and  that  when  once  rejected,  and  accused  by 
the  authorities  of  attacking  the  ancestral  religion,  he  would 
pay  for  his  failure  with  his  life. 

He  tried  in  many  ways  to  show  them  how  probable  it  was 
that  such  a  fate  was  impending  over  him.  Jerusalem  was 
the  great  school  of  orthodoxy ;  and  the  hostile  encounter  he 
had  already  had  with  the  Scribes  who  came  thence  to  Galilee 
to  observe  and  question  him,  showed  him  distinctly  enough 
what  he  had  to  expect  in  the  capital  itself,  and  its  significance 
could  hardly  have  been  missed  by  the  disciples.*  As  for  the 
Sadducees,  who  held  the  helm  of  the  state,  they  were  so  sel- 
fishly and  doggedly  consei-vative  that  they  would  certainly  do 
their  best  to  put  the  reformer,  with  his  promise  of  God's  king- 
dom, as  quickly  as  possible  out  of  the  way.  The  general  pub- 
lic, alas !  was  too  shallow  and  fickle  to  be  in  anj'  way  relied 
upon.  And  were  not  his  recent  experiences  —  the  repeated 
necessity  of  retreat,  and  the  threats  to  which  his  very  life  had 
been  exposed  —  a  significant  prelude  to  what  was  yet  in  store  ? 
Above  all,  did  not  his  predecessor's  fate  foreshadow  his  own  ? 
And  did  not  sacred  histor}'  show  by  the  common  fate  of  the 
prophets  of  old  that  such  an  issue  of  his  labors,  such  a  recep- 
tion of  the  word  of  God  he  uttered,  was  but  natural?^  Let 
them  consult  the  Scripture,  and  they  would  find  that  the  ser- 
vant of  the  Lord  would  be  scorned  by  ever}'  one,  that  the 
shepherd  would  be  smitten,  and  much  more  that  pointed  in 
the  same  direction.  Would  it  not  prove  to  be  the  will  of  God 
that  the  Messiah  should  go  to  the  City  of  the  Temple,  that  he 
should  join  in  open  conflict  with  the  established  powers,  and 
that  he,  being  the  weaker,  should  fall  ? 

Yes,  fall !  but  not  for  ever. 

Such,  we  imagine,  was  the  drift  of  many  long  discourses 
addressed  by  Jesus  to  his  faithful  friends.  He  wished  to  lead 
them  by  the  wa}'  which  he  had  trodden  to  the  conclusion  he 
had  reached.  He  could  not  give  up  all  hopes  that  when  the 
crisis  came  the  assembled  people  might  yet  make  the  blessed 
choice ;  that  God  might  incline  their  hearts  to  him  and  bring 
wondrous  things  to  pass  :  but  he  felt  that  he  must  firmly  push 
these  hopes  into  the  background,  and  on  his  own  account,  as 
weU  as  that  of  his  friends,  accurately  observe  and  resolutely 
i  CrmfKira  pp.  124,  875  ff.  s  See  pp.  48,  2d2. 
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msiRt  upon  the  gloom}"  prospect  of  defeat.  Not  that  he  wag 
shaken  for  a  moment  in  his  determination  to  go  up  to  Jerusa- 
lem !  On  that  point  he  was  resolved,  though  he  must  walk 
right  into  the  lion's  den.  Nay,  even  if  he  had  had  no  single 
gleam  of  hope,  if  he  had  known  with  infallible  certainty  that 
it  would  cost  his  Hfe, — even  then  he  must  and  would  have  gone. 
Where  duty  commanded,  where  God  called,  there  he  knew  no 
fear  or  hesitation ;  there  no  sacrifice  was  too  heavy  for  him. 
He  had  always  taken  every  reasonable  precaution  against 
danger,  and  had  on  several  occasions  retreated  to  avoid  his 
enemies ;  but  it  was  for  the  Messianic  kingdom  and  not  for 
his  own  sake  that  he  had  spared  his  life,  and  now  he  was 
ready  to  risk  it  in  that  same  cause.  He  commended  the  re- 
sult to  God,  and  knew  that  it  was  in  good  hands. 

He  had  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  if  his  blood  must  be 
poured  out  it  would  only  be  as  the  price  that  must  be  paid  for 
the  establishment  of  the  kingdom  and  the  inauguration  of 
the  blessed  age.  The  obstinate  resistance  offered  to  the  truth 
he  preached  would  put  an  end  to  itself  at  the  moment  that  it 
struck  him  down,  and  his  rejection  would  lead  to  his  suprem- 
acy. And  so,  however  sad  the  subject  of  which  he  spoke  to 
his  friends  might  sometimes  appear,  the  conclusion  was  never 
a  gloomy  one.  Let  the  clouds  gather  never  so  darkly,  there 
was  always  light  behind  them.  Whatever  vicissitudes  and 
conflicts  awaited  him,  his  triumph  would  be  sure  and  speedy ! 
God,  the  almighty  Father,  was  faithftil ;  and  if  for  a  moment 
he  appeared  to  be  defeated,  it  would  soon  be  seen  that  his 
apparent  defeat  was  his  real  victory.  After  three  days '  he 
would  rise  again  from  his  fall. 

Such  was  ever  the  conclusion  of  his  discourses  on  this  sub- 
ject. Trodden  under  foot  he  would  soon  rise  again,  and  rise 
victorious.  But  this  was  not  enough  to  reconcile  his  friends 
to  the  prospect  of  a  temporaiy  defeat.  A  Messiah  rejected 
by  his  people  was  an  idea  that  flatly  contradicted  all  their 
opinions  and  beliefs;  was  an  insoluble  riddle,  an  inexpli- 
cable contradiction,  a  simple  impossibility.  Their  Messiah 
—  and  there  was  no  other!  —  was  to  be  a  king;  and  God, 
the  Lord,  would  make  all  his  adversaries  bow  before  him,  or 
would  crush  them  to  powder !  But  though  they  exchanged 
perplexed  and  astonished  glances,'  none  of  them  dared  to 
speak  but  one.  It  was  the  same  who  a  short  time  before  had 
made  himself  the  mouthpiece  of  them  all,  and  had  been  the 
first  to  take  the  name  of  Messiah  on  his  lips.     Had  Simoni 

1  Compare  p.  275,  and  Hosoa  ri.  2;  2  Kings  xx.  5,  8;  Matthew  xx\n.  61.. 
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listening  intent!}-  to  his  Master,  caoght  something  in  his  tone, 
some  indescribable  indication  in  his  manner,  that  gave  him 
courage  to  speak  ?  Did  he  feel  by  a  kind  of  inspiration,  he 
knew  not  how,  that  Jesus  himself  had  had  great  difficulty  in 
belieylng  and  accepting  it  as  a  fact  that  suffering  and  death 
in  all  probability  awaited  him,  the  future  Messiah?  At  any 
rate  he  could  not  let  such  words  pass  unchallenged,  and  took 
the  first  opportunity  of  endeavoring  to  bring  Jesus  to  other 
thoughts.  He  drew  him  aside,  and,  forgetting  even  the  re- 
spect he  owed  to  him,  began  to  take  him  seriously  to  task. 
'*  God  forbid  it ! "  he  cried.  "  No,  Lord !  this  shall  not  be ; 
indeed  it  shall  not!"  He  was  far  from  wishing  Jesus  to 
abandon  his  intention  of  going  to  Jerusalem,  but  he  wished 
him  to  banish  these  gloomy  forebodings.  Why  should  he  keep 
forcing  himself  to  think  that  he  might  have  to  sacrifice  his 
life  in  the  good  cause  ?  He  was  not  only  giving  himself  need- 
less pain,  but  was  showing  a  want  of  trust  that  might  pro- 
duce disastrous  results.  He  must  look  for  better  things,  and 
as  the  Anointed  of  the  Lord  must  prepare  himself  for  a  very 
different  fate  from  that  —  But  Jesus  would  not  let  him 
finish.  He  shook  him  off  impetuously,  and  turning  his  back 
upon  him  cried,  "  Out  of  my  sight,  Satan  1  You  are  a  stumb- 
ling-block to  me,  for  j'ou  seek  not  the  will  of  God,  but  the 
things  desired  by  men." 

Wh}'  all  this  vehemence  ?  When  have  we  ever  seen  him 
so  severe  before  ?  It  was  in  self-preservation  that  he  spoke. 
He  felt  that,  unless  he  flung  away  the  thought  at  once  with  all 
the  power  he  could  muster,  the  temptation  might  become  too 
strong  for  him.  For  his  conception  of  the  future  was  but 
new  even  to  himself,  and  he  had  only  gained  it  at  the  cost  of 
a  hard-won  victory  over  himself.  And  so  when  Simon,  over- 
looking the  demands  of  a  stern  sense  of  duty,  overlooking 
God's  call  to  self-sacrifice  for  the  kingdom's  sake,  threw  in 
his  voice  with  the  selfish  longing  for  life,  for  power,  for  en- 
joyment, and  would  CK>nfirm  the  national  prejudices  of  the 
Jews  as  to  the  Messiah  and  his  kingdom,  it  seemed  to  him 
as  though  the  Evil  One  himself  had  crept  up  to  his  side  to 
seduce  him  into  falsehood  to  himself  and  disobedience  to  God. 
And  his  apprehension  of  tiie  toilsome,  painful  task  that  he 
expected  was  so  gi'eat,  his  natural  inclinations  were  pleading 
so  strongly  with  him  ab'eady,  that  he  feared  the  unhallowed 
counsel  of  his  friend  might  draw  him  but  too  easily  aside 
should  he  permit  himself  to  hear  it.  So  by  one  firm,  quick 
stroke  he  silenced  the  tempter's  voice,  and  was  rescued  1 
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He  was  safe  for  ever  against  the  danger  that  had  threat- 
ened him  at  that  moment.  Never  again  would  any  of  his 
disciples  strive  to  divert  the  current  of  his  thoughts.  Once 
more,  while  still  in  Galilee,  he  spoke  in  the  same  strain  ot 
dark  presentiment.  The  first  Gospel  says  that  the  disciples 
were  sad,  the  other  two  that  they  could  not  understand  him  ; 
but  in  either  case  the}'  dared  not  question  him  again. ^  And 
so  what  seemed  but  now  to  be  his  vulnerable  point  was  cov- 
ered against  all  Hiture  attacks  by  that  one  brief  but  glorious 
effort.  His  apprehension  rather  increased  than  diminished  ; 
but  after  his  victory  over  what  was  perhaps  the  severest 
temptation  of  his  life,  his  self-surrender  to  the  Father's  will 
was  more  complete  than  ever. 

We  need  not  wonder  that  even  when  Jesus  was  no  longer 
with  the  Twelve  alone,  but  was  addressing  a  wider  circle  of 
his  followers,  his  preaching  henceforth  bore  the  unmistakable 
impress  of  what  had  occurred  within  the  closer  circle.  He 
was  more  urgent  than  ever  in  his  demand  for  complete  self- 
consecration  and  self-sacrifice,  and  at  the  same  time  he 
opened  out  the  prospect  of  the  richest  compensation  and  the 
fulfilment  of  the  fairest  hopes  in  the  immediate  future.  "  If 
any  one  will  come  after  me,  let  him  den}'  himself  and  take 
up  his  cross  and  follow  me !  For  whosoever  seeks  to  save 
his  life  shall  lose  it,  but  whosoever  loses  his  life  shall  find  it. 
For  what  does  it  profit  a  man  to  gain  the  whole  world  if  he 
lose  his  own  soul  in  gaining  it  ?  Or  what  can  a  man  give  in 
ransom  for  his  soul?  For  if  any  one  is  ashamed  of  me  and 
of  my  words  in  the  midst  of  this  adulterous  and  sinful  gen- 
eration, the  Son  of  Man  shall  be  ashamed  of  him  when  he 
comes  with  the  light  of  hi^  Father's  g\ory  shining  about  him 
and  sun-ounded  by  the  hoi}'  angels  !  "  *  When  he  comes  !  — 
And  when  would  he  come?  '*  I  tell  you  of  a  truth  there  are 
some  here  present  who  shall  witness  it ;  some  who  shall  see 
with  their  own  eyes  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in  all  his  kingly 
splendor  I"  It  was  a  glorious  promise  to  his  faithful  fol- 
lowers ! 

These  sayings  of  Jesus  to  his  trusted  companions,  or  to 
the  wider  circle  of  his  followers,  are  preserved  with  var3ing 
degrees  of  accuracy  b}'  the  several  Gospels.  Thus  Matthew, 
instead  of  simply  making  the  Son  of  Man  refuse  to  recognize 
as  his  own  those  who  dare  not  declare  iu  his  favor  now, 
makes  him  appear  as  the  judge  of  all  the  world  and  ^^  recom 

1  Matthew  xvii.  22,  23  (Mark  ix.  30-32;  Luke  ix.  43-45). 
a  See  pp.  176,  187-190. 
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pense  every  man  according  to  his  works."  This  ascription 
of  the  oflice  of  judge  to  the  Messiah  is  of  later  origin,  and  is 
entirely  foreign  to  the  ideas  of  Jesus  himself.  Luke  and 
Mark,  on  the  other  hand,  substitute  the  coming  of  the  king- 
dom of  God  for  that  of  the  Son  of  Man.  In  all  alike  the 
form  of  the  sayings  is  affected  by  subsequent  events.  Thus 
thc}' speak  of  ''bearing  the  cix)ss;"*  the}'  understand  the 
expectation  which  Jesus  expressed  of  a  final  triumph  as 
though  it  were  a  prophecy  of  his  own  resurrection  from  the 
realm  of  shades,  which  is  certainly  a  misconception;  and 
above  all  they  make  Jesus  not  only  anticipate  sufferings  in 
general,  but  specifically  and  emphatically  predict  his  condem- 
nation by  the  Sanhedrim ;  and  they  make  him  not  only  look 
upon  his  death  as  possible,  but  announce  it  as  irrevocably 
decreed  by  God.  Now  we  know  that  as  a  fact  he  cherished 
to  the  very  last  some  faint  hopes,  though  ever  fainter,  that 
such  a  sacrifice  might  not  be  required  of  him.  Indeed  the 
constant  recurrence  of  these  hopes  fhmishes  the  only  possible 
explanation  of  the  complete  failure  of  all  his  warnings  to 
produce  any  real  impression  on  his  friends,  who  magnified 
the  hopes,  set  aside  the  apprehensions,  and  to  the  very  last 
fully  expected  a  brilliant  victory.  It  is  e^ven  possible  that 
we  have  ourselves  represented  the  Master's  anticipations  as 
moie  uniforml}'  gloomy  than  they  really  were ;  and  at  any 
rate  we  may  safelj'  assume  that  brighter  expectations  and 
more  cheerful  hopes  from  time  to  time  relieved  his  sad  fore- 
bodings. But  all  this  affects  little  more  than  the  form  of 
these  sayings.     Their  substance  is  certainly  genuine. 

But  what  does  all  this  mean  ?  We  are  told  in  the  same 
breath  that  Jesus  is  the  Messiah,  and  that  in  all  probability 
sufferings  and  death  await  him!  The  disciples  might  well 
be  amazed ;  and  we  too  may  ask  with  them,  Can  these  two 
things  by  any  possibility  be  reconciled  ?  What  comes  of  the 
Messiahship  of  Jesus  ?  Is  it  a  mere  phantom  ?  The  king- 
dom of  heaven,  as  we  know,  was  to  be  established  here  on 
earth.  Was  it,  after  all,  to  have  no  human  king?  In  that 
case  there  would  be  no  Messiah ;  and  how  could  Jesus  be 
the  Messiah  if  there  was  none? 

Our  Gospels  offer  a  solution  of  this  riddle  which  appears 
to  us  when  first  we  hear  it  so  strange  as  to  be  absolutely 
impossible  to  accept.  We  have  come  across  it  in  the  last- 
mentioned  utterances  of  Jesus,  in  which  he  is  made  to  say, 
1  See  p.  189 
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^^  Though  I  should  die,  I  come  again ;  and  then  I  come  as  tbe 
Messiah.  I  come  again  with  heavenly  glory ;  and  then  shall 
the  kingdom  of  God  be  perfected."  Now  we  know  that  the 
Apostles  and  all  the  Christians  of  the  first  century  looked 
forward  with  the  firmest  trust  and  the  most  fervent  longing 
to  the  return  of  Jesus  to  assume  the  Messiahship.  There  is 
hardly  a  page  of  the  New  Testament  that  does  not  mention 
this  expectation.  But  did  Jesus  himself  share  it?  Can  he 
who  was  so  free  from  all  fanaticism,  from  all  capricious  ex- 
cesses of  the  fancy,  can  he  have  imagined  such  a  thing  to  be 
true?  It  is  certain,  at  any  rate,  that  few  of  his  utterances 
on  this  subject  have  come  down  to  us  unaltei^d ;  for  oral 
tradition,  which  delighted  in  busying  itself  in  this  matter 
above  all  others,  has  sometimes  disguised  them  past  recogni*^ 
tion,  and  very  often  modified  them.^  But  their  number  is  so 
great  that  we  can  hardly  set  them  all  aside,  and  the  authen- 
ticity of  some  few  can  scarcely  be  questioned.  The  unanim- 
ity of  the  apostolic  tradition,  too,  is  best  explained  on  the 
supposition  that  the  Master  not  only  foretold  the  triumph  of 
his  cause  and  the  advent  of  the  kingdom  of  God  in  spite  of 
the  violence  of  the  opposition  and  in  consequence  of  his  own 
devotion,  but  alqo  spoke  of  his  own  personal  share  in  the 
triumph  and  joy  of  the  kingdom,  even  should  his  life  be 
sacrificed  in  founding  it.  We  must  indeed  admit  that  with- 
out some  such  return  his  title  and  dominion,  his  connection 
with  his  work,  his  followers,  and  his  kingdom  would  be  little 
more  than  nominal.  And  when  we  look  at  it  more  closely, 
the  tliought,  '^I  shall  come  again!"  is  not  so  unnatural 
as  it  appeared,  and  is  at  any  rate  far  from  fanatical.  We 
must  begin  by  putting  completely  on  one  side  our  own  con- 
ception of  an  eternal  life  of  all  the  pious  dead  in  heaven. 
This  idea  was  quite  foreign  to  the  Israelites  in  the  time  of 
Jesus,  as  well  as  previously.  Heaven  they  regarded  as  the 
dwelling-place  of  God  and  of  the  angels  only ;  or  if  by  a  rare 
exception  some  very  few  of  the  sons  of  men  dwelt  there,  it 
was  but  for  a  time.  The  dead  went  down  to  the  realm  of 
shades,  whence,  when  the  kingdom  of  God  was  established, 
the  pious  would  rise  to  live  here  on  earth  once  more.  Nor 
have  we  any  reason  to  suppose  that  Jesus  himself  believed 
in  the  endless  abode  of  all  the  pious  in  heaven  rather  than 
in  their  renewed  life  upon  earth ;  for  as  far  as  such  modes 
of  thought  and  conception  are  concerned,  he  too  was  a  child 
of  his  times.  Now  a  belief  had  prevailed  ever  since  the 
1  Compare  John  xxi.  23;  2  Thessalonians  ii.  1  ff. 
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Maccabsean  war  of  independence,  and  had  been  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  insurrection  of  Judas  the  Galilaean,  that 
loss  of  life  in  the  service  of  the  Lord  was  the  sure  way  to  a 
glorious  resurrection  at  the  dawn  of  the  golden  age.^  Bear- 
ing all  this  in  mind,  can  we  wonder  that  when  Jesus  had 
resolved  to  take  up  the  task  and  assume  the  dignity  of  the 
Messiah,  when  he  foresaw  or  at  least  suspected  that  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  must  in  all  likelihood  be  founded  in  his  blood, 
he  said  to  himself  and  his  friends,  ^^  When  all  is  finished  I 
shall  come  again,  and  then  it  will  be  as  the  Messiah"? 

But  it  ma^'  still  be  asked,  Suppose  Jesus  did  believe  that 
in  case  he  must  die  he  would  yet  return  to  earth  before  his 
own  generation  had  died  out,  where  did  he  suppose  that  he 
would  be  between  the  hour  of  his  death  and  that  of  his  return  ? 
This  brings  us  to  a  very  difficult  question.  We  have  sup- 
posed, in  opposition  to  very  man}'  and  very  excellent  scholars, 
that  Jesus  entertained  and  uttered  the  belief  that  in  any  case 
he  should  personally  share  the  glories  of  the  heavenly  king- 
dom here  on  earth,  —  should  be  the  first  of  its  citizens, 
reverenced  b}-  all  the  rest  as  their  leader.  But  it  does  not 
follow  that  he  really  used  the  language  almost  always  attri- 
buted to  him  in  the  New  Testament :  "I  shall  come  again  in 
d'.vine  splendor  on  the  clouds." 

We  dare  not  give  a  decided  answer  to  the  question 
whether  Jesus  ever  used  such  expressions  as  this.  Inasmuch 
ail  Scripture  and  tradition  declared  that  Enoch,  Moses,  and 
Elijah  had  been  provisionally  received  by  God  into  heaven, 
it  is  possible  that  Jesus  really  expected  not  to  remain  in  the 
realm  of  shades,  but  to  be  taken  into  heaven  till  his  return 
to  earth.  It  appears  that  the  early  Christians  extended  the 
privilege  to  all  their  martyrs.*  If  Jesus  reall}^  cherished  such 
a  hope,  it  was  probably  dictated  by  his  longing  for  a  life  of 
unbroken  communion  with  God.  In  this  case,  the  Gospels 
are  correct  in  making  him  speak  of  his  return,  not  fiom  the 
realms  of  the  dead,  but  from  on  high. 

But  again,  this  belief  in  the  return  of  Jesus  was  the  central 
point  round  which  all  the  thoughts,  the  hopes,  and  the  efforts 
of  the  apostolic  age  revolved ;  and,  since  the  belief  in  the 
Master's  resurrection  from  the  shadow-land  and  ascension  to 
heaven  naturally  carried  with  it  the  conception  of  his  return 
from  the  realms  of  glory  rather  than  from  the  shadow-land,  it 
is  very  possible  that  the  anticipation  of  that  event  was  fiiot 
pnl  into  his  lips  in  its  present  form  in  the  apostolic  age,  since 

>  Daniel  xii.  2,  8;  2  Maccabees  vii.  9,  14.  23;  compare  Mattbew  xvi.  25. 
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the  Christians  could  not  suffer  the  smallest  difference  of  belief 
on  so  important  a  subject  to  subsist  between  themselves  and 
their  Master.  In  favor  of  this  opinion,  it  maybe  urged  that 
we  never  find  an}'  direct  indication  that  Jesus  supi^osed  him- 
self to  be  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  in  this  respect. 
Another  reason  for  doubting  whether  his  thoughts  were  ever 
definitely  engaged  on  this  subject,  and  whether  he  distinctly 
declared,  "The  Son  of  Man  shall  come  upon  the  clouds,  in 
the  light  of  his  Father's  glory,"  maj'  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
to  the  last  he  retained  some  hope  of  seeing  his  eft'orts  crowned 
with  success  without  the  bitter  extremity  of  trial.  We  are 
therefore  unable  to  determine  the  extent  to  which  tradition 
has  worked  up  or  modified  his  utterances  on  this  subject. 
But  we  may  safely  declare  that  he  confided  his  own  future,  as 
well  as  all  things  else,  in  perfect  trust  to  the  Father. 

We  have  now  concluded  a  survey  which  throws  considera- 
ble light  upon  some  of  the  sayings  of  the  last  period  of  the 
preaching  of  Jesus.  Let  us  glance  back  over  it,  and  compare 
it  with  the  results  of  our  former  inquiries  as  to  the  gospel  of 
the  kingdom  which  he  preached  at  his  first  appearance  and 
during  the  earlier  period  of  his  Galilean  ministry.^  On  mak- 
ing this  comparison,  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  the  unfavor- 
able reception  Jesus  had  met,  in  such  sharp  contrast  to  the 
first  appearance  of  success,  disappointed  him  so  bitterly  as  to 
cause  an  inevitable  change  in  his  conduct,  his  plans,  and  his 
prospects,  and  to  place  his  person  and  his  preaching  before 
us  in  quite  a  different  light  from  that  in  which  they  appeared 
during  those  early  months.  He  still  appears  as  pure,  as 
great,  as  exalted  as  ever,  and  indeed  his  figure  seems  still 
bolder  and  more  striking  than  before  ;  but  something  of  the 
winning  gentleness  is  gone.  At  first  his  preaching  had  been 
'*  glad  tidings"  in  the  fullest  sense ;  but  at  the  close  of  his 
career,  on  the  wa}'  to  Jerusalem,  in  the  City  of  the  Temple, 
warnings  and  threatenings  take  an  ever  more  prominent  place 
in  his  teaching,  and  the  last  judgment,  which  he  had  pre- 
viously passed  over  almost  in  silence,  is  the  frequent  topic  of 
his  discourses.*  He  had  previously  laid  chief  stress  upon  the 
preparation,  upon  the  gradual  establishment  of  the  kingdom 
of  God,  upon  the  imperceptible  conquests  of  his  new  princi- 
ple in  the  heai-ts  of  men  until  it  leavened  all  society ;  but 
now  the  consummation  by  an  act  of  God,  —  a  great  revolution 
in  the  world,  carrying  terror  to  the  unbelievers  and  the  nncon- 

1  See  p.  151.  3  Compare  pp.  259,  279,  801-803,  and  chap.  xxTiii.  p.  847 
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vertedf  —  comes  into  prominence.  In  that  day  he  is  to  come 
again,  to  receive  his  spiritual  supremacy,  no  longer  disputed 
by  any  creature,  and  unlimited  by  time  or  space. 

There  is  an  unquestionable  loss  involved  in  this  change, 
but  it  is  compensated  by  the  heroism  of  the  deed  that  Jesus 
was  resolved  to  do.  It  was  a  giant's  task  which  he  laid  upon 
himself  when  he  resolved  to  make  the  kingdom  come.  Bat 
he  did  not  shrink  from  the  supreme  sacrifice.  He  never  lost 
his  faith  in  God,  in  himself,  in  humanity,  or  in  the  future. 
He  had  resolved  to  be  the  Messiah,  and  straightway  to 
establish  the  Messianic  kingdom. 

To  Jerusalem,  then! 


chapteb  xxvn. 

ON    THE    WAY    TO    JERUSALEM. 
Mark  X.  1-31 ;  Lukb  XIII.  22-26.1 

MOST  likely  Jesus  and  his  fHends  only  stayed  a  short 
time  in  the  extreme  north  of  the  land.  Thence  the}' 
returned  to  Capernaum  ;  but  Jesus  neither  preached  nor  made 
himself  known  in  anj-  of  the  cities  or  villages  through  which 
they  passed.  He  desired  to  remain  unknown,  both  to  avoid 
the  risk  of  being  harassed  by  his  'enemies,  and  to  enjoy  the 
opportunity  of  uninterrupted  intercourse  with  the  Twelve. 
We  can  easily  guess  the  subjects  to  which  his  conversation 
and  teaching  were  now  principally  addressed.* 

His  public  ministry  in  Galilee  was  now  at  an  end.  He 
seems  to  have  spent  a  few  days  at  Capernaum  again,  perhaps 
to  arrange  his  affairs  or  take  leave  of  his  friends  before  setting 
out  on  his  journey ;  but  even  there  we  onl}'  find  him  in  the 
company  of  his  disciples,  and  no  longer  addressing  the  multi- 
tudes. He  had  some  hard  but  very  needful  lessons  still  to 
teach  his  friends.  For  instance,  when  the}'  were  disputing 
for  precedence  in  the  approaching  kingdom  of  God,  he 
rebuked  their  self-assertion  and  petty  jealousy,  and  com- 
manded them  to  put  away  these  headstrong  thoughts  and 
become  simple  and  receptive  as  children, — dwelling  at  the 
same  time,  with  the  strongest  emphasis,  on  the  high  dignity 

I  Matthew  xix;  Luke  xviii.  16-30.  >  Mark  ix.  33  a,  30,  3L 
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and  worth  of  "  the  little  ones."  Here  the  Gospels  insert  his 
warnings  against  "  causes  of  offence  ;  "  that  is  to  say,  every 
unhallowed  connection  that  had  been  or  might  be  contracted, 
every  evil  disposition  which  had  been  cherished  or  suffered  to 
exist,  —  every  thing,  in  short,  which  might  lead  to  faithless- 
ness and  desertion  of  the  good  cause.  Here,  too,  they  place 
among  other  sa3ings  his  exhortations  to  unbounded  tbrgive- 
nesg.* 

After  this,  he  left  his  native  countr}'  never  to  see  it  more. 
The  general  stream  of  pilgrims  from  Galilee  usually  took  the 
shortest  way  to  Jerusalem,  through  Engannim,  Shechem,  and 
Ephraim,  about  three  days'  journey  ;  but  Jesus  preferred  the 
more  circuitous  route  through  Persea.  We  can  only  guess 
his  reason.  It  can  hardly  have  been  the  dread  of  rough 
treatment  from  the  Samaritans,  still  less  au\'  aversion  to 
them.  Nor  can  it  have  been  a  desire  to  avoid  the  numerous 
caravans  of  Galilseans  journeying  to  the  City  of  the  Temple 
in  high- wrought  expectancy  and  with  cries  of  joy  and  triumph ; 
for  though  on  these  occasions  there  were  always  some  who 
took  the  opportunity  of  visiting  Jerusalem  a  few  weeks  before 
the  teast,  yet  the  great  mass  of  pilgrims  only  came  when  it 
was  close  at  hand,  —  and  w^e  have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  was 
quite  early  in  the  spring  as  yet.  But  there  was  time  enough 
to  take  the  less  frequented  way  ;  and  since  Jesus  was  anxious 
to  avoid  all  possibility  of  exciting  popular  commotions  on  his 
journey,  the  present  disposition  of  his  followers  seemed  to 
make  it  unadvisable  for  him  to  pass  through  the  thickly 
populated  district  of  southern  Galilee. 

For  he  was  now  surrounded,  not  only  by  his  little  circle  of 
friends,  but  by  a  more  considerable  band  of  followers,  proba- 
bly drawn  for  the  most  part  from  the  cities  of  the  lake,  and 
including  several  women."-*  Their  number  was  not  large,  and 
•losus  had  not  drawn  them  together  purposely  ;  but  the}'  had 
hardly  heard  of  his  intended  journey  before  they  resolved  to 
accompany  him.  Was  he  going  to  Jerusalem?  Then  they 
would  go  there  too.  Now  such  an  escort  was  in  many  ways 
desirable,  and  indeed  the  Master's  personal  safety  almost 
demanded  it ;  but  it  required  watchful  supervision,  for  it  was 
obvious  to  them  all  that  some  extraordinary  event  was  in  the 
immediate  future.  Though  Jesus  had  strictly  forbidden  the 
Twelve  to  speak  of  him  as  the  future  Messiah,  yet  it  was  easy 
to  observe  a  significant  change  in  their  bearing  towards  biin 

1  See  pp.  191,  160-163,  174;  compare  also  Matthew  v.  29,  90. 
3  Mat^eif  XX.  17,  xxvii.  55 ;  Luke  six.  37,  xxliL  48. 
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and  in  the  way  in  which  they  spoke  of  him  to  others  ;  nor  did 
Jesus  himself  attempt  to  conceal  from  his  followers  that  the 
highest  interests  were  involved  in  this  journey,  and  that  it 
stood  in  some  immediate  connection  with  the  coming  of  the 
kingdom  of  God.  So  the  brightest  expectations  filled  their 
hearts  as  they  went  with  him  to  Jerusalem.  Would  the 
Messianic  age,  of  which  he  himself  had  foretold  the  speedy 
advent  with  such  emphasis  and  in  such  consoling  words,  now 
really  come  ? 

Since  we  have  no  trustworthy  information  whatever  as  to 
the  time  at  which  Jesus  led  Galilee  or  at  which  he  arrived  at 
the  capital,  we  must  be  content  with  mere  conjectures.  Now 
various  conversations  and  occurrences  are  reported  as  taking 
place  in  the  course  of  the  journej',  which  seem  to  show  that 
it  was  by  no  means  hurried.  And  again,  we  can  hardly  force 
all  that  occurred  at  Jerusalem  into  the  space  of  a  single  week. 
It  appeai*s,  therefore,  that  Jesus  wisely  determined  to  be  in 
the  city  some  three  weeks  at  least  before  the  festival,  in  order 
to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  ground,  and  to  establish 
himself  firmly  there  before  the  great  streams  of  pilgrims 
poured  into  Jerusalem.  Most  of  these  pilgrims  came  a  week 
in  advance,  in  order  to  observe  certain  ceremonies  of  so-called 
inirifici^tion  ;  and  for  Jesus  and  his  company  to  arrive  at  the 
same  time  might  have  been  dangerous,  considering  the  gen- 
eral excitement  that  prevailed.  It  seemed  advisable  on  every 
ground  to  be  beforehand. 

For  these  reasons  we  may  suppose  that  it  was  more  than  a 
month  before  the  Passover  when  Jesus  embarked  at  Caper- 
naum and  crossed  the  lake.  Disembarking  on  the  south- 
eastern coast,  he  passed  through  Hippus  into  the  valley  of 
the  Jordan,  which  he  followed  southwards  with  the  river  on 
his  right,  until,  Just  above  Beth-Haran,  he  reached  the  ford 
on  the  wa}'  to  Jericho,  from  which  the  city  was  about  two 
hours'  journey  distant.  So  far  it  had  not  been  a  pleasant 
journey.  The  floor  of  the  Joi-dan  Valley  is  from  seven  to  ten 
miles  broad,  and  something  over  sixty  miles  in  length,  fVom 
the  lake  of  Gennesareth  to  the  Dead  Sea.  It  lies  so  low  that 
in  summer  the  heat  is  unendurable.  Even  in  the  evening  and 
at  night  the  close  and  heav}'  atmosphere  is  hardly  cooled, 
and  the  whole  appearance  of  the  valley  is  parched  and  dry; 
It  was,  therefore,  for  the  most  part  thinly  populated  and  far 
from  fertile.  In  the  early  spring-time,  however,  as  the  river 
poured  its  boisterous  waters  to  the  south  and  often  overflowed 
Its  banks,  the  region  may  have  seemed  fai*  fresher  and  more 
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pleasant  than  in  summer ;  but  even  then  it  can  have  had  but 
little  life  or  variet}'  to  display,  while  the  two  long  chains  of 
white  and  barren  limestone  rocks  that  skirted  it  on  either  side 
shut  out  the  prospect  everywhere.  Not  till  the  traveller 
reached  the  little  plain  of  Jericho,  about  eight  miles  long  and 
two  and  a  half  across,  was  the  monotony  of  his  journey  re- 
lieved by  a  delightful  surprise.  Here  the  eye  rested  all  at 
once  on  a  spot  most  richly  blessed  by  Nature.  It  was  full  of 
beautiful  pleasure-grounds,  where  the  luxuriance  and  variety 
of  the  flowers  rivalled  the  richness  of  the  pasturage  and  the 
excellence  of  the  trees  and  shrubs.  In  a  word,  it  was  known 
throughout  the  world  as  a  little  paradise. 

As  Jesus  passed  through  the  monotonous  valley  and  the 
smiling  plain,  who  shall  sa}'  what  a  host  of  thoughts  crowded 
into  his  mind  !  When  last  he  sought  the  regions  of  the  south- 
ern Jordan,  it  was  to  hear  the  Baptist  before  his  own  minis- 
try began.  It  was  hardly  more  than  a  few  months  ago,  but 
it  seemed  like  a  lifetime,  so  much  had  happened  in  the  inter- 
val !  And  now,  how  vividlj'  his  predecessor  stood  before  him 
once  again,  preaching  of  the  judgment !  But  as  to  all  those 
reminiscences  our  Gospels  preserve  the  profoundest  silence. 
The}'  tell  us  only  of  the  glances  Jesus  cast  into  the  future  and 
the  occurrences  u(x>n  the  journey.  All  these  we  should  have 
to  place  on  the  soil  of  Judah  itself  were  we  literally  to  follow 
the  first  and  second  Gospels.  But  this  representation  can 
hardlj'  be  correct.  We  shall  give  the  several  events  in  the 
order  in  which  they  occur  in  the  Gospels,  but  shall  set  aside 
as  whoU}'^  unworthy  of  credit  the  statement  that  Jesus  ad- 
dressed the  people  here  also  ''  as  his  custom  was,**  and  healed 
the  multitudes  that  followed  him.  Moreover,  in  speaking  of 
the  task  of  the  Messiah  and  of  the  judgment,  we  shall  now 
and  then  insert  a  saying  of  Jesus  which  the  Gospels  give 
elsewhere,  but  which  appears  to  us  to  fall  most  suitably  into 
this  period. 

The  first  occurrence  recorded  on  the  journey  is  a  hostile 
encounter  with  certain  Pharisees,  who  either  lived  in  Pertea 
or  were  passing  through  it  with  a  purpose  similar  to  that  of 
Jesus  himself.  They  had  doubtless  heard  how  audaciously 
Jesus  attacked  the  holy  commandments,  and  either  to  con- 
vince themselves  personally  of  the  truth  of  the  report,  or  else 
on  purpose  to  involve  him  in  opposition  to  the  Law,  they 
asked  him,  ^^Is  it  allowable  for  a  man  to  put  away  bia 
rile?" 
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Why  did  they  select  this  point  of  attack  above  all  others? 
It  appears  that  Jesus  had  already  expressed  himself  on  the 
subject  with  publlcit}*  and  emphasis.  At  any  rate  Luke  has 
preserved  a  detached  saying  referring  to  it  which  has  also 
found  its  way  into  the  Sermon  rn  the  Mount,  in  the  series  of 
contrasts  between  the  old  and  the  new  principles  which  we 
have  already  examined.^  It  is  there  provided  with  the  usual 
introduction,  and  runs:  '^It  has  been  said,  ^  Whoever  puts 
away  his  wife  must  give  her  a  bill  of  divorce.'  *  But  I  say 
that  whoever  puts  awaj'  his  wife  is  the  cause  of  the  adul- 
tery that  he  who  afterwards  marries  her  commits  with  her."' 
The  law  and  usage  of  Israel  on  the  subject  of  divorce  had 
been  instituted  to  check  still  grosser  excesses  of  Oriental 
licentiousness  ;  and  how  dee  pi}*  the  moral  sense  of  Jesus  must 
have  been  revolted  b}'  seeing  that  they  were  made  the  excuse 
for  unheard-of  levity,  —  na^-,  for  shameless  immorality  in  con- 
tracting and  dissolving  marriage  !  The  text  of  Deuteronomy 
referred  to  allowed  of  divorce  in  case  a  man  had  discovered 
"  any  thing  improper"  in  his  wife ;  and  since  this  expression 
is  exccedingl}^  elastic,  the  Scribes  were  far  from  unanimous  as 
to  its  interpretation.  Shammai  and  his  followers  held  that 
divorce  was  never  allowable  except  when  a  wife  had  been  un- 
faithful to  her  husband  ;  but  others  thought  that  her  appear- 
ance in  the  street  without  a  veil,  or  with  her  neck  bare,  was 
enough.  Hillel  and  his  followers  actually  maintained  that  a 
man  might  divorce  his  wife  if  she  burned  his  dinner  or  made 
it  too  salt ;  and  Rabbi  Akiba,  one  of  Killers  most  celebrated 
successors,  thought  it  reason  enough  for  a  man  to  divorce  his 
wife  if  he  preferred  another  woman !  In  any  case  the  hus- 
band was  the  sole  judge  of  his  own  cause,  and  the  wife  could 
never  demand  a  separation.  Of  this  last  fact  Mark,  who  was 
better  acquainted  with  Roman  than  with  Jewish  habits  in 
this  matter,  was  not  aware.*  We  may  imagine  how  women 
were  humiliated  bj'  such  customs,  how  deeply  the  institution 
of  maiTiage  was  degraded,  and  what  fatal  results  to  education 
and  domestic  life  must  necessarily  follow. 

Jesus,  as  we  should  have  expected,  had  a  very  decided  an- 
swer ready  for  these  Pharisees:  "Have  j'ou  never  read  in 
the  Scripture  that  the  Creator  made  man  male  and  female  in 
the  beginning,  and  said,  ^  Therefore  shall  a  man  forsake  his 
father  and  mother  to  cleave  to  his  wife ;  and  these  two  shall 

1  See  pp.  226  ff.  ^  Deuteronomy  xxiv,  1. 

<  Luke  xvi.  18;  Matthew  v.  31,  32,  after  an  amended  text 
4  Mark  x.  12. 
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be  one '  ?  *  They  are  inseparably  one,  and  the  caprice  o(  man 
may  not  sever  those  whom  the  will  of  God  has  joined ! "  But 
this  appeal  to  the  state  of  things  before  the  promulgation  of 
the  Law  neither  silenced  nor  convinced  the  Pharisees.  "Then 
would  you  have  it  go  for  nothing,"  they  retorted  sharply, 
"  that  Moaes  expressly  ordained  divorce  bj  means  of  a  writ- 
ten bill?"  "  It  was  only  because  of  3'our  dulness  of  soul," 
said  Jesus,  in  a  tone  of  lofty  rebuke,  ''  that  Moses  permitted 
you  to  put  awa}'  your  wives.  It  was  not  so  in  the  beginning 
And  I  tell  you,  whoever  puts  away  his  wife  and  marries  an- 
other is  an  adulterer ;  and  so  is  any  one  who  marries  a  woman 
tliat  her  husband  has  divorced." 

The  Pharisees  withdrew  in  indignation  at  this  audacious 
nipture  with  the  Law  of  the  Lord.  But  even  the  disciples, 
among  whom  Simon  was  certainly  not  the  only  married  man, 
were  astonished  and  alarmed.  This  need  not  surprise  us. 
Perh.aps  when  Jesus  had  spoken  on  the  subject  before  they 
had  paid  no  special  attention  to  what  he  said.  At  any  rate, 
they  had  never  before  seen  the  matter  in  the  light  in  which 
he  had  put  it  now,  and  his  rule  was  in  direct  contradiction  to 
public  opinion  and  to  all  the  usages  of  society.  We  can 
easily  see  that  it  was  dictated  b}'  a  very  lofty  conception  of 
marriage  itself,  and  was  inspired  by  a  deep  faith  in  mankind 
and  in  the  future.  With  his  eye  upon  the  approaching  king- 
dom of  God,  Jesus  could  no  longer  consent  to  a  compromise, 
or  make  terms  with  an  unclean  passion.'*  Early  Christianity, 
however,  which  fell  so  far  short  of  the  Master's  exaltation  of 
spirit,  soon  thought  it  necessary  to  temper  the  strictness 
of  his  command ;  and  in  two  of  the  four  passages  that  refer 
to  the  subject  (the  two  which  occur  in  Matthew),  the  abso- 
lute prohibition  of  divorce  is  modified  by  the  insertion  of  the 
words,  "  unless  the  woman  has  committed  adultery."  This 
reservation,  which  was  quite  at  variance  with  the  intention  of 
Jesus,  produced  a  corresponding  change  in  the  question  of 
the  Pharisees,  who  were  now  made  to  ask  whether  a  man 
might  put  away  his  wife  "for  everj'  cause."  The  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  on  the  contrary,  maintains,  at  least  in  the- 
ory, that  marriage  cannot  be  annulled.  But  to  return  to  the 
disciples.  lu  the  first  Gospel  we  are  told  that  when  the  con- 
troversy was  over  they  said  to  the  Master,  ''If  it  is  true  that 
a  man  can  never  under  any  circumstances  put  away  his  wife, 
the  most  prudent  course  is  not  to  marry  at  all !  "  Jesus  did 
not  stay  to  refute  this  timorous  deduction,  but  gave  a  fresb 
^  Greuesis  ii.  24.  ^  Compare  p.  837 
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turn  to  the  discourse  by  admitting  that  in  some  cases,  apart 
firom  those  in  which  marriage  was  physically  impossible,  it 
might  be  best  to  abstain  from  it.  It  might  be  a  necessary 
sacrifice  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  There  had  been  and  there 
still  were  those  whom  a  deep  sense  of  their  own  special  mis- 
sion urged  to  sacrifice  wedded  love,  domestic  happiness,  and 
all  the  pleasures  of  life  in  order  that  they  might  consecrate 
their  undivided  powers  to  the  highest  interests  of  man.  But 
for  this  a  special  sense  of  duty,  a  special  strength  of  will  and 
intensity  of  faith,  and  great  self-command  and  self-denial 
were  needed. 

So  said  Jesus ;  and  we  listen  to  his  words  on  this  subject 
with  extremest  interest.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that,  though 
he  appealed  to  the  authority  of  the  Scripture  in  his  contro- 
vers}'  with  the  Pharisees,  yet  the  views  of  marriage  which 
brought  him  once  more  into  conflict  with  the  religion  of  his 
people  were  not  founded  upon  a  text  of  the  Bible.  On  the 
contrary,  if  the  text  in  Genesis  was  for  him,  that  in  Deuter- 
onomy was  against  him !  It  was  in  view  of  man's  original 
disposition,  which  revealed  the  Creator's  will,  that  he  main- 
tained the  purely  moral  nature  and  the  divine  origin  of  mar- 
riage, and  as  a  consequence  its  sanctit}'  and  indissolubility. 
From  this  the  dignity  and  rights  of  woman  and  the  lofty  sig- 
nificance and  function  of  family  life  follow  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence. But  in  the  same  breath,  as  it  were,  with  which  he 
maintains  all  this,  he  goes  on  to  demand  inexorably  the  sac- 
rifice of  every  thing,  if  need  be,  to  principle.  On  this  very 
journey  we  catch  the  echo  both  of  his  high  appreciation  of 
domestic  life  and  of  his  conviction  that  all  things  must  be 
sacrificed  for  the  kingdom  of  God's  sake. 

His  experiences  upon  the  way  were  not  always  painful. 
Thus  we  are  told  that  once,  when  he  had  gone  into  a  house, 
certain  parents  came  with  their  children  in  their  arms  or 
walking  at  their  sides.  It  was  easy  to  see  what  they  wanted. 
Sometimes  parents  would  bring  their  children  to  the  syna- 
gogue for  the  superintendent  or  one  of  the  rabbis  to  ask  a 
blessing  on  their  heads ;  and  so  tliese  people  had  brought 
theur  little  ones  to  the  prophet  of  Nazareth  with  a  feeling  that 
the  very  touch  of  such  a  holy  man  of  God  must  have  some 
special  power  in  it.  But  the  disciples,  who  were  beginning 
to  feel  their  own  importance  and  who  would  not  have  their 
Master  disturbed  for  such  a  trivial  cause,  turned  them  away 
with  some  harshness ;  and  they  were  just  going  back  disap- 
pointed, when  fortunately  Jesus  saw  what  was  taking  place. 
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He  was  exceedingly  displeased  with  his  disciples,  and  said, 
"  Let  the  children  come  to  me  and  forbid  them  not !  Verilj 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  of  such  as  they.''  When  ho  had 
thus  rebuked  the  disciples,  the  parents  came  boldly  to  him, 
and  he  took  the  little  ones  upon  his  knee  or  in  his  arms,  and 
embraced  them  and  ki«sed  them.  Then  he  laid  his  hands 
upon  them,  and  prayed  for  a  blessing  on  them,  and  sent  them 
away  happy. 

''  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  of  such  as  they."  What  did 
he  mean  by  these  words?  He  may  have  meant  that — sad 
experience  having  taught  him  how  dull  of  heart  the  grown-up 
people  round  him  were  —  his  chief  hopes  for  the  kingdom  of 
God  were  now  built  upon  the  rising  generation,  whose  inno- 
cence and  freedom  from  prejudice  made  them  so  precious  in 
the  heavenly  Father's  eye.  Or  else,  as  Mark  and  Luke  would 
have  it,  he  meant  that  no  one  can  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God  unless  he  becomes  as  simple  as  a  child.  On  more  than 
one  occasion  when  Jesus  speaks  of  children,  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  say  whether  he  means  to  be  understood  literally 
or  only  refers  to  the  simple,  the  weak,  the  lowly,  and  those 
of  whom  the  world  takes  no  account.*  In  any  case,  this 
winning  scene  of  Jesus  blessing  the  little  children  crowns 
and  confirms  his  views  of  marriage  and  domestic  life. 

But  most  of  the  conversations  and  occurrences  of  this  jour 
ney  had,  as  we  should  expect,  some  direct  reference  to  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Inasmuch  as  the  disciples'  minds  were 
filled  with  thoughts  of  the  great  events  now  near  at  hand, 
their  disposition  could  not  fail  to  exercise  an  influence  upon 
those  with  whom  they  came  in  contact.  Thus  a  certain  man 
once  came  to  Jesus  and  asked  him,  anxiously,  whether  there 
were  not  very  few  who  would  be  saved  at  the  last  judgment 
and  would  share  the  salvation  of  the  Messianic  age.  Hie 
answer  was  an  exhortation  to  all  who  heard  him  to  increased 
moral  effort.  *' Strive  with  all  your  might  to  gain  an  en- 
trance at  the  narrow  door ;  for  I  tell  you  that  many  shaU 
seek  in  vain  to  enter  by  it.  When  the  master  of  the  house 
has  received  his  guests  and  welcomed  thera,  and  has  risen 
and  closed  the  door,  then  you  may  begin  to  knock  from  out- 
side, and  cry,  *  Lord  !  open  to  us ! '  but  he  will  answer,  '  1 
know  not  whence  you  are ! '  " 

On  another  occasion,  when  a  question  of  similar  import 
was  addressed  to  him,  his  answer  showe^l  that  the  effort  he 
1  See  pp.  163«  174. 
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required  included  the  voluntary  renunciation  of  every  thing 
which  could  hold  back  the  heart  from  its  sacred  mission. 
The  circumstances  were  as  follows:  He  was  met  upon  his 
wa}'  by  one  who  bowed  down  before  him  reverently  and  said, 
"  Good  Master,  what  must  I  do  to  secure  eternal  life  m  the 
kingdom  of  God  ?  "  There  was  something  in  the  words  them- 
selves, or  in  the  man  who  uttered  them,  which  pleased  Je- 
sus, —  something  which  spoke  of  straightforward  purity  and 
simplicity,  earnestness  and  trust ;  but  there  was  also  a  certain 
air  of  self-satisfaction  about  the  man,  which  argued  a  super- 
ficial conception  on  his  part  of  the  requirements  of  the  moral 
life,  and  warned  Jesus  agaiust  making  the  smallest  concession 
to  his  weakness.  So  he  began  by  condemning  the  careless 
use  of  such  a  word  as  good^  which,  rightly  considered,  implied 
nothing  less  than  absolute  perfection  :  *'  Why  do  you  call  me 
good?  No  one  is  good  but  God.  You  know  the  command- 
ments, —  not  to  commit  adultery,  not  to  murder,  not  to  steal, 
not  to  bear  false  witness,  to  defraud  no  man,  to  honor  your 
father  and  mother."  What  did  he  mean  by  this  answer? 
That  every  man  would  be  judged  according  to  his  light?  —  or 
that  the  Ten  Commandments,  properly  carried  out,  embraced 
the  whole  moral  law  ?  Or  did  he  wish  to  draw  from  the  other 
a  declaration  of  what  his  conduct  hitherto  had  been  ?  How- 
ever this  may  be,  the  man  answered,  "  All  this  I  have 
observed  from  childhood."  The  frank,  straightfoi-ward  air 
with  which  he  made  this  declaration  won  the  heart  of  Jesus, 
and,  in  hopes  of  discovering  the  man  to  himself  and  at  the 
same  time  winning  him  finally  for  the  kingdom  of  God,  he 
said,  with  all  the  force  and  persuasion  of  which  he  was  master, 
"  You  still  lack  one  thing.  Sell  all  you  have  and  give  the 
monc}'  to  the  poor.  Then  you  will  have  a  treasure  laid  up 
for  you  b}'  God  when  the  kingdom  of  heaven  comes  ;  and  do 
you  meanwhile  come  and  follow  me."  Alas !  the  demand 
was  too  hard  for  him,  for  he  was  very  rich.  He  could  not 
break  the  ties  which  bound  him  to  the  world.  He  could  spare 
much  for  the  great  salvation,  but  not  all.  Deeply  cast  down, 
perhaps  more  at  his  own  weakness  than  any  thing  else,  he 
went  away  in  a  far  other  frame  of  mind  than  that  in  which 
he  had  come. 

The  version  of  the  story  we  have  given  is  that  of  Mark  and 
Lnke,  the  latter  of  whom  describes  the  interrogator  as  "  a 
ruler."  Matthew  calls  him  a  young  man,  whence  the  story  is 
commonly  described  as  that  of  ''  the  rich  young  man."  This 
is  not  the  only  point  in  which  the  first  Gospel  departs  from 
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the  otliers.  For  instance,  it  seemed  strange,  and  even 
shocking,  that  Jesus  shoald  have  expressl}^  repudiated  the 
title  of  honor,  "good,"  and  consequently  Matthew  simply 
omits  it  altogether.^  Again,  he  lays  the  chief  stress  upon  the 
fulfilment  of  the  precepts  of  the  Law  in  simple  love  to  one's 
neighbor  as  the  condition  of  citizenship  in  the  kingdom  of 
God,  while  Mark  and  Luke  emphasize  the  breaking  of  all 
worldly  ties  to  follow  Jesus.  But  in  the  essential  points  our 
authorities  are  all  agreed. 

Now  Jesus  had  never  demanded  such  a  sacrifice  before. 
Even  the  Twelve  had  never  been  required  to  sell  their  property 
and  give  away  the  money.  We  must  bear  it  carefully  in 
mind  that  he  was  by  no  means  uttering  a  general  precept,  but 
was  speaking  with  special  reference  to  the  individual  require- 
ments of  the  man  who  stood  before  him,  and  to  the  critical 
importance  of  the  time,  which  would  less  than  ever  brook  the 
smallest  indecision.  It  was  this  that  raised  his  demands  so 
high.  The  eye,  the  hand,  the  foot  that  caused  offence  must 
be  plucked  out  or  hewn  off.'^  It  seems  that  the  result,  in  this 
special  instance,  was  a  painful  disappointment  to  Jesus  him- 
self. At  least,  when  the  man  was  gone  he  looked  round 
upon  his  disciples  and  said  with  a  sigh,  "  Plow  hard  it  is  for 
those  that  have  riches  to  enter  into  th^  kingdom  of  heaven  !  " 
And  in  answer  to  their  look  of  amazement  he  repeated, 
"Beloved,  what  a  might}'  effort  is  required  to  secure  an 
entrance !  •  1  tell  you  again,  it  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go 
through  the  eye  of  a  needle  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  the 
kingdom  of  God."  "  Worse  and  worse  !  "  thought  the  disci- 
ples. *'  He  said  it  was  hard  before,  but  now  he  sa^'s  it  is 
impossible."  "  Who  wiU  be  saved  then?"  they  whispered  to 
one  another  in  the  utmost  consternation.  Jesus  heard,  and 
looking  signifloantly  upon  them  said,  "Yes;  to  man  it  is 
impossible,  but  not  to  God ;  for  everj'  thing  is  possible 
to  God." 

We  can  see  what  Jesus  meant.  These  last  words  express 
the  thought  which  sustained  him  in  all  his  disappointments, 
and  which  the  experience  of  his  own  soul  was  ever  confirm- 
ing. It  is,  in  truth,  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  secure  for 
himself  or  others  an  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ; 
but  it  is  here  that  God's  almighty  power  is  displa3'ed. 
Jesus,  however,  was  not  proclaiming  the  dogma  of  divine 

1  After  an  amended  text. 

«  Compare  pp.  168  if.,  174  flf.,  187  ff. 

*  After  a  better  reading  of  Mark  z.  Si. 
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omnipotence,  but  was  simply  stating  what  the  life  of  his  own 
soul  had  taught  him ;  namely,  that  God  can  enable  us  to 
make  the  greatest  sacrifices,  —  to  renounce  ourselves  abso- 
lutely, —  to  accomplish  what  would  be  utterly  impossible 
without  him ;  that  the  man  whose  heart  God  has  once  stirred 
cannot  in  the  long  run  resist  the  impulse  of  his  spirit,  the 
impulse  of  sacred  love.  He  spoke,  of  course,  in  part  to 
encourage  his  followers  and  direct  them  to  man's  only  refuge 
in  conscious  weakness  and  impotence ;  but  he  spoke  yet  more 
to  quicken  his  own  hope,  —  for  he  had  felt,  and  surely  not  for 
the  first  time,  the  unhallowed  power  of  gold,  and  much  as  he 
longed  to  rescue  this  man  from  his  slaver}'  to  the  world,  he 
found  that  he  was  powerless.  ''How  man}'  good  hearts," 
he  thought,  "  are  only  held  back  by  wealth  and  distinction 
from  joining  me !  But  God's  power,  I  know,  is  greater  than 
any  worldly  influence.  He  can  break  these  chains,  and  He 
will ! " 

Meanwhile  the  disciples  had  partially  recovered  from  their 
consternation,  and  Peter,  perhaps  with  some  lingering  hesita- 
tion in  his  voice,  began :  "But  we  have  left  every  thing  to 
follow  you."  It  was  as  though  he  would  say,  "  Surely,  toe 
are  safe?  "  Naturally,  Jesus  was  more  than  ever  inclined  at 
this  moment  to  value  their  devotion ;  so  he  answered,  with 
warm  affection,  "I  tell  you  truly,  every  one  who  has  left 
house,  or  brothers,  oi;  sisters,  or  father,  or  mother,  or  chil- 
dren, or  lands,  for  my  sake,  shall  be  compensated  many  fold 
even  now  in  this  present  time  ;  and  when  the  day  of  salvation 
dawns,  he  shall  receive  everlasting  life.  Then  shall  many  be 
last  instead  of  first,  and  first  instead  of  last." 

Here  again  Jesus  looks  forward  into  the  glorious  fUture. 
Then  shall  men  change  their  parts,  and  the  world's  great  ones 
shall  be  cast  down  from  the  seat  of  honor,  while  those  whom 
the  world  despises  now  shall  be  exalted  then  by  God.  After 
what  has  been  said  already,^  we  shall  not  wonder  that  these 
words  also  have  been  misunderstood  and  tampered  with.  To 
begin  with,  the  first  Gospel  makes  an  adcfition  to  Peter's 
question,  and  gives  it  thus:  "Button  have  left  everything 
to  follow  thee.  What  shall  we  have  therefore?"  This  addi- 
tion changes  the  difiSdent  disciple's  timorous  question  into  a 
bold  and  selfish  demand  for  a  reward,  which  would  have  suc- 
ceeded strangely  to  the  anxious  exclamation  of  the  disciples 
the  moment  before,  and  would  certainly  have  drawn  a  very 
different  answer  from  Jesus.     It  is  true  that  Matthew  finds  a 

1  See  pp.  331  &. 
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warning  against  self-exaltation  in  the  saying  about  ^^  the  first 
and  the  last,"  and  in  the  parable  of  the  laborers  m  the  vine- 
3'ard  called  at  different  hours ;  *  but  this  corrective  conies  too 
late,  and  is  altogether  too  weak  to  balance  the  express  prom- 
ise of  glory  and  blessedness  just  made  to  the  Twelve.  And 
indeed  this  ver}-  Gospel  heightens  the  promise  in  a  truly 
remarkable  fashion ;  for,  in  contradiction  to  a  sajdng  which 
we  shall  consider  presentl}-,"  it  makes  Jesus  sanction  the 
Jewish-Christian  expectations  and  say  :  *'  1  telljou  that  when 
all  things  are  made  new,  when  the  Son  of  Man  is  seated  on 
the  throne  of  his  glory,  jou  who  have  followed  me  shall  like- 
wise sit  upon  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Israel."  This  saj'ing  is  also  found  in  another  connection 
in  the  third  Gospel,  in  which  we  should  hardly  have  expected 
it.'  Finally,  Matthew  misunderstands  the  sense  in  which 
Jesus  spoke  of  compensation  for  every  sacrifice  that  his 
disciples  made.  Jesus  spoke  of  what  he  knew  b}'  experi- 
ence ;  *  namety,  that  when  we  have  left  our  old  surroundings 
in  pain  and  toil,  the  new  surroundings  into  which  we  enter 
more  than  compensate  us ;  that  the  fellowship  of  many  kin- 
dred spirits  makes  ample  amends  for  the  ties  of  kindred  we 
have  had  to  break  for  the  kingdom  of  God's  sake  ;  in  a  word, 
that  the  J05'  which  God  gives  to  his  faithful  servants  even 
now  far  outweighs  the  pain  of  every  voluntary  sacrifice. 
But  the  Evangelist  failed  to  understand  him,  and  omitted  the 
words  ''  now  in  this  time,"  thinking  'that  this  new  kinship 
and  these  new  possessions  referred  to  the  treasures  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  Mark,  on  his  side,  falls  into  circum- 
locutions and  repetitions,  and  adds,  from  the  experience  of 
his  own  times,  ''  with  persecutions"  for  the  Gospel's  sake. 

Thus  we  see  how  determined  the  early  Christians  were  to 
force  the  Master*s  words  into  agreement  with  their  own  ideas 
and  experience  upon  this  point,  if  upon  no  other. 

1  See  p.  296.  •  See  pp.  351,  S59. 

•  Luke  xxii.  80.  *  Compare  pp.  840.  241. 
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Chapter  XXVin. 

ON  THE  WAY  TO  JERUSALEM. 

{Contmued,) 

LvJLA  XIL  49-68,  67-59,  XIII.  1-9,  XI.  2i-26,  XIX.  1-10; 
Matthbw   XX.   17-341 

EVEN  if  we  bad  no  direct  indications  or  accounts  of  such 
a  thing,  we  should  suspect  from  what  we  know  of  the 
gloomy  forebodings  entertained  b}'  Jesus  that  he  often  had 
moments  of  deep  depression  in  the  course  of  this  journe}-. 
Sometimes  it  was  the  probable  result  to  himself  of  all  his 
efforts  that  afflicted  him ;  sometimes  the  fearful  judgment  that 
his  people  were  drawing  upon  themselves  ;  sometimes  the  great 
strain  and  ferment  which  he  himself  was  causing.  Did  not 
his  gospel  hurl  the  torch  of  dissension  among  his  contempo- 
raries? And  what  a  sharp  contrast  was  offered  by  this  fact 
to  the  sweet  hopes  he  himself  had  formerly  cherished  and  the 
fair,  bright  anticipations  still  entertained  by  his  followers. 
And  was  he  not  constantly  compelled  himself  to  insist  on  the 
rupture  of  the  tenderest  and  holiest  ties  ?  The  kingdom  of 
peace  and  love  promised  by  the  prophets  would  surely  come, 
but  who  could  say  after  how  long  and  how  terrible  a  struggle  ? 
Listen  how  he  poured  out  his  heart  to  his  friends ! 

"I  am  come  to  bring  fire  into  the  world.  What  shall 
I  do  then?  Would  that  it  were  already  kindled!  But  I 
have  a  baptism  with  which  to  be  baptized,  and  how  am  I 
troubled  till  it  be  over !  Do  you  think  that  I  have  come  to 
give  peace  to  the  earth?  No,  I  tell  you,  but  divisions  and 
war !  For  henceforth  the  five  inmates  of  one  house  shall  be 
divided ,  three  against  two,  and  two  against  three,  —  the  father 
against  his  son,  and  the  son  against  his  father ;  the  mother 
against  her  daughter,  and  the  daughter  against  her  mother ; 
the  mother-in-law  against  her  daughter-in-law,  and  the  daugh- 
ter-in-law against  her  mother-in-law.  So  shall  the  members 
of  the  same  household  become  one  another's  foes !  "  ^ 

We  shall  presently  hear  Jesus  speak  of  this  baptism  again. 
He  meaus  that  he  will  be  plunged  into  the  depths  of  suffering ; 

1  Matthew  x.  34-36,  ▼.  26^  26,  zii.  43-45;  Mark  x.  32-52 ;  Luke  xviii.  31-43. 
■  Compare  Michah  vii.  6. 
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that  tlie  waters  of  affliction  will  not  only  rise  to  his  hps,  but 
flow  over  his  head.  It  is  a  striking  metaphor,  like  that  of  the 
cup  of  suffering  filled  to  the  brim.  But  here  let  us  consider 
some  of  the  solemn  warnings  and  denunciations  which  he 
addressed  to  the  bj'standers  or  the  people  at  large.  We 
could  sometimes  fanc3'  that  we  were  listening  to  John  instead 
of  Jesus. 

He  was  greeted  on  a  certain  da}-  with  the  mournful  tidings 
that  Pilate  had  laid  hold  of  certain  Galilaeans  who  had  come 
to  offer  their  sacrifices  at  Jerusalem,  and  had  slain  them  in 
the  forecomt  of  the  temple.  We  know  nothing  as  to  the  ex- 
act date  of  this  event  or  the  circumstances  which  occasioned 
the  muixier.  Possibly  there  was  some  slight  tumult  to  which 
the  restless,  excitable  temperament  of  the  countrj'men  of  Je- 
sus might  easil}'  give  rise.  The  news  doubtless  made  a  very 
different  impression  upon  different  hearers.  While  one  would 
clench  his  fist  and  turn  his  eyes  to  heaven,  wondering  whether 
the  measure  of  Israel's  oppression  by  these  cursed  heathen 
did  not  yet  overflow,  and  whether  the  hour  of  redemption  had 
not  3'et  struck ;  others  of  a  more  cautious  and  submissive 
temperament  would  shake  their  heads,  and  declare  that  the 
victims  had  fallen  before  a  righteous  judgment  of  the  Loi-d. 
But  Jesus,  while  emphatically  repudiating  this  Jewish  doctrine 
of  divine  ^^  judgments,"  warned  his  hearers  no  less  earnestly 
against  being  excited  to  revenge  by  the  murderous  event,  and 
urged  them  rather  to  regard  it  as  a  presage  of  the  fate  that 
hung  over  their  own  heads  also.  He  took  the  same  opportu- 
nity to  remind  them  of  an  accident  that  had  happened  a  short 
time  before  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jerusalem,  opposite  the 
south-west  comer  of  the  city  wall,^  from  which  false  conclu- 
sions had  likewise  been  drawn.  ^^Do  you  think/'  he  said 
severel}^  ^^  that  the  death  of  these  Galilaeans  shows  that  they 
were  special  sinnei-s  among  their  fellow-countrymen  ?  I  tell 
you  no !  but  unless  3'ou  repent  you  shall  all  perish  likewise ! 
Or  do  3*ou  think  that  the  eighteen  men  who  were  crushed  in 
the  ruins  when  the  tower  of  Siloam  fell  were  specially  guilty 
among  all  the  citizens  of  Jerusalem,  in  God's  sight?  I  teU 
you  no !  but  unless  you  repent  you  will  all  perish  likewise. 

To  enforce  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  repentance,  Jesus 
used  an  illustration  borrowed  from  the  administration  of 
earthly  justice.  It  was  best,  he  said,  even  at  the  very  last 
moment,  to  come  to  some  friendly  agreement  with  a  creditor. 
What  he  meant  was  that  it  was  wise  for  a  man  to  be  reconciled 
1  See  Map  lY. 
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With  God  in  time,  before  he  was  cast  into  the  fire  of  Gehenna. 
These  are  his  words :  "  Why  do  you  not  consider  what  to  do  ? 
If  you  are  going  with  your  creditor  to  the  coui*t  of  law,  ilo 
your  best,  even  on  the  very  road,  to  appease  him.  Otherwise 
he  will  take  you  before  the  judgment  seat,  and  the  judge  will 
hand  you  over  to  the  gaoler,  and  the  gaoler  will  throw  you 
into  prison.  I  tell  you,  3'ou  will  never  come  out  again  till  you 
have  paid  the  last  farthing  of  3'our  debt ! " 

Sometimes  his  warnings  were  addressed  to  all  Israel ;  and 
still  in  the  form  of  parables :  ^^  There  was  a  certain  fig-tree 
growing  in  a  vineyard,  and  the  master  kept  coming  to  see  if 
Siere  was  any  fruit  on  it,  but  could  never  find  any.  Then  he 
said  to  the  vine-dresser :  '  See,  I  have  come  to  look  for  fruit 
upon  this  fig-tree  for  thiee  years,  and  have  never  found  any. 
Cut  it  down,  for  it  impoverishes  the  ground  for  nothing ! ' 
But  the  man  replied :  '  Master,  let  it  alone  one  year  more, 
and  I  will  tr^'  it  once  again.  I  will  dig  up  the  earth  round 
its  roots  and  manure  it  well ;  and  then  if  it  bears  fruit,  all  the 
better,  and  if  not  you  can  cut  it  down  next  year.* " 

We  can  see  that  it  is  not  so  much  God's  long-sufiTering  as 
the  certainty  of  the  approaching  judgment  that  Jesus  seeks  to 
enforce.  One  more  attemi)t  to  teach  his  people  their  true 
calling,  and  then  .  .  . !  But  the  conversion  must  be  gen- 
uine, lasting,  fruitful,  not  a  mere  fitful  reformation  followed 
by  a  far  more  hopeless  rela[>se.  Jesus  had  had  experience  of 
such  reformations,  and  comi)ared  his  incorrigible  contempora- 
ries to  a  man  possessed  by  a  devil,  who  had  been  relieved  for 
a  little  while,  but  onl}'  to  become  a  victim  to  his  old  disease 
in  a  3'et  more  terrible  degree.  ^ '  When  the  unclean  spirit  is 
gone  out  of  a  man,  he  wanders  about  in  deserts  seeking  a 
resting-place  and  finding  none.  Then  he  says :  ^  I  will  go 
back  to  my  old  house,  out  of  which  1  came.*  So  he  comes 
and  finds  it  uninhabited,  swept  clean  and  beautified.  Then 
he  goes  and  finds  seven  other  spirits,  yet  more  wicked  thaa 
himself,  and  takes  them  with  him,  and  they  go  into  the  house 
and  stay  there.  The  last  state  of  this  man  is  worse  than  the 
first ;  and  even  so  shall  this  wicked  race  go  on  from  bad  to 
worse ! " 

We  should  certainly  be  wrong  in  supposing  that  Jesus  never 
had  brighter  and  more  cheerful  hours  or  days  during  this 
journey-  On  the  contrary,  we  have  already  mentioned  tokens 
of  aflfection  and  reverence  which  he  met  with  and  rejoiced  in 
on  his  way.     But  it  is  only  natural  that  as  he  drew  itear  to 
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the  goal  of  his  joui*ney,  the  fearful  thought  of  a  fatal  issue  to 
all  his  effoits  should  again  have  risen  in  his  mind  with  fresh 
distinctness.  He  had  now  crossed  the  river,  left  the  valley 
of  the  Jordan  behind  him,  and  set  his  foot  upon  the  territory 
of  Judah,  where  the  road  led  up  a  gentle  ascent,  through  a 
densel}'  populated  district,  and  through  natural  scenery  widely 
different  from  that  which  he  had  just  left.  And  here,  we  are 
expressl}'  told,  Jesus  took  the  Twelve  aside  again  to  speak  to 
them  of  what  was  weighing  on  his  mind.  ''  We  are  going  up 
to  Jerusalem,  and  the  Son  of  Man,"  —  but  in  this  case  we  must 
not  attempt  the  task  upon  which  we  ventured  in  a  previous 
instance,*  of  restoring  the  original  form  of  his  discourse,  for 
the  words  of  this  third  prediction  of  suffering  have  been  ad- 
justed to  the  event  down  to  the  minutest  details  by  all  the 
three  Gospels.  Jesus  is  made  to  foretell  that  he  will  be  given 
up  to  the  Sanhedrim,  condemned  to  death  b}'  that  assembly, 
and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  heathen  authorities  to  be 
mocked,  scourged,  and  crucified.  Mark  and  Luke  do  not 
even  omit  to  8a3'  that  he  would  be  spit  upon,  while  the  latter 
puts  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus  the  words,  "  All  that  was  written 
by  the  prophets  shall  be  accomplished  upon  the  Son  of  Man." 
In  Mark,  Jesus  and  his  disciples  completely  change  character, 
for  the  latter  hang  back  in  dismay  or  follow  timidly,  while  the 
Master  goes  on  undisturbed  and  calm.  We  therefore  leave 
all  this  as  we  find  it,  and  can  only  be  sure  that  on  this  occa- 
sion also  Jesus  concluded  the  discourse  by  an  assurance  that 
even  if  he  wei'e  defeated  for  a  time,  yet  ''  after  three  daj's" 
he  would  rise  victorious. 

His  disciples  understood  the  certaint}'  of  his  final  triumph 
better  than  the  probability  of  his  temiwrarj-  defeat.  Of 
course  they  were  not  so  incapable  of  understanding  his 
teaching,  or  sympathizing  with  his  anxiety,  or  so  absolutely 
blind  to  the  true  position  of  affairs,  as  not  to  apprehend  the 
possibility  of  a  hard  and  bitter  struggle,  involving  them  in 
the  greatest  difllculties  and  dangers,  before  the  opposition 
should  be  over(9ome  and  the  kingdom  of  God  attained.  But 
they  were  prepared,  in  such  a  case,  to  stand  faithfully  and 
bravely  at  their  Master's  side  as  he  faced  the  enem}',  and  to 
protect  him  from  violence,  sword  in  hand,  against  any  odds. 
But  as  for  the  thought  that  their  Master  himself  might  have 
to  purchase  the  victory  by  his  own  death,  —  that  they  could 
not  by  any  possibility  accept ;  that  was  still  in  conflict  with  all 
their  ideas  and  all  their  faith  ;  that  was  still  an  absurdity  to 
1  See  pp.  326  ff. 
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them.  And  so,  when  thej  saw  that  the  crisis  drew  near,  vis- 
ions of  grandeur  and  honor  floated  before  their  minds.  In- 
deed two  of  them  (the  brothers  James  and  John)  thought  that 
it  was  a  good  opportunity  for  securing  their  own  future.  They 
did  not  think  it  would  be  unfair  or  ungenerous  towanls  the 
rest  if  they  tried  to  gain  the  highest  rank  for  themselves  ;  for 
they,  together  with  Simon,  had  been  the  first  summoned  and 
the  most  trusted  of  all  the  disciples.  And  if  any  thing  was 
to  be  done  it  was  high  time  now  to  do  it.  But  since  thej' 
could  hardly  venture  upon  putting  their  plan  into  execution 
themselves  they  persuaded  their  mother  to  help  them,  and  she 
would  do  any  thing  if  the  interest*  of  her  children  seemed  to 
require  it.  So,  once  on  a  time,  before  they  had  reached  Jeri- 
cho, Zebedee's  wife  came  with  her  two  sons  to  Jesus,  threw 
herself  upon  the  ground  before  him,  and  begged  a  boon  of 
him.  "  What  is  it?"  he  asked  her  gently.  ''  Promise  me," 
she  cried  humbly  but  fervently,  ''that  these  two  sons  of 
mine  shall  sit  in  your  kingdom,  the  one  on  3'our  right  hand 
and  the  other  on  jour  left." 

Here  again  we  encounter  the  fixed  belief  of  the  disciples 
that,  since  their  Master  was  going  to  the  cit}'  of  God,  ere  long, 
though  the  severest  sufferings  and  the  most  stubborn  conflict 
might  intervene,  he  would  ascend  the  throne  of  the  Messiah. 
When  this  took  place,  James  and  John  hoped  to  gain  the 
highest  places  of  honor  after  Jesus  himself.  What  a  painful 
shock  tWs  request  must  have  been  to  Jesus !  Was  it  in  vain 
that  he  had  warned  his  disciples  so  expressly  yet  again  against 
self-exaltation  and  emulation  ?  Would  they  remain  to  the  end 
the  victims  of  mere  worldly  ambition  ?  What  could  he  expect 
from  such  disciples  ?  Would  they  be  true  to  him  and  to  the 
good  cause  when  heavy  sacrifices  were  required  ?  He  did  not 
utter  a  word  of  reproof  to  the  mother,  for  he  could  easily  for- 
give even  such  a  request  as  hers  if  dictated  by  a  mother's 
love  ;  but  turning  to  the  two  disciples  he  said,  with  more  than 
usual  sternness,  "  You  know  not  what  you  ask  !  Have  you 
courage  and  strength  to  drink  the  cup  which  I  must  drain, 
and  to  submit  to  the  baptism  with  which  I  must  be  baptized?" 
But  they  did  not  notice  the  tone  of  rebuke,  and  only  heard  the 
conditions.  There  was  no  need  to  doubt  their  readiness,  how- 
ever hard  the  proof  might  be.  "  We  have,"  they  answered, 
BO  eagerly  that  Jesus  was  encouraged  by  their  zeal  and  felt 
that  he  was  sure  of  them  again.  He  answered  more  gently 
than  before,  "  You  shall  empty  the  cuj)  which  I  drink,  and 
shall  undergo  the  baptism  with  which  I  am  baptized ;  but  to 
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sit  on  my  right  hand  and  on  my  left  is  not  mine  to  give.  It 
is  for  them  for  whom  God  reserves  it." 

Did  Jesus  himself  believe  that  one  would  rank  above 
another  in  the  kingdom  of  God?  Was  he  so  inconsistent 
with  himself?  Certainly  not.  He  would  have  no  outward, 
extraneous,  arbitrary'  elevation  of  individuals,  no  distinctions 
such  as  the  world  recognizes ;  but  he  knew  verj'  well  that  God 
has  divided  the  gifts  of  the  spirit  diversely,  and  that  one  has 
increased  his  talents  more  and  another  less.  Not  onlj*  did  he 
sa}',  ''The  more  humble,  the  more  exalted;  the  more  self- 
denying,  the  more  to  be  honored ! "  but  he  also  saw  that  the 
Father  had  given  one  clearer  light  and  more  savory  salt  of  the 
spirit  than  auoth(*r.  Perhaps  at  this  verj'  time  the  possibil- 
ity rose  before  his  mind,  which  was  afterwards  realized  by 
Stephen  and  Paul,  that  he  might  yet  find  disciples  less  preju- 
diced and  intractable  than  tlie  Twelve,  or  even  the  chosen 
three,  —  disciples  who  would  penetrate  further  into  his  mean- 
ing, would  exert  a  more  powerful  influence  than  thej',  and 
would  become  tlic  first  $it\ev  himself  in  the  kingdom  of 
God! 

However  this  may  be,  he  was  soon  compelled  to  intercede 
among  the  disciples  themselves  ;  for  when  the  other  ten  heard 
how  James  and  John  had  tried  to  steal  a  march  upon  them, 
they  were  exceedingly  angry,  for  they  were  all  of  them  equally 
worldly  and  ambitious.  But  Jesus,  in  order  to  restore  a  good 
understanding,  called  them  all  to  him,  and  without  at  all  ex- 
cusing the  conduct  of  the  two  brothers,  gently  reproved  the 
rest :  "  You  know  how  things  go  among  ^e  heathen,  —  how 
princes  govern  the  peoples  and  great  men  control  the  masses  ? 
But  it  must  not  be  so  with  you !  If  any  one  of  30U  would  be 
great,  let  him  serve  the  rest ;  and  whichever  of  you  would  be 
first,  let  him  be  the  servant  of  all.*  Even  so  the  Son  of  Man 
has  come  not  to  be  served,  but  to  serve  all  others  [and  to  give 
his  life  as  a  ransom  for  many] ." 

That  was  and  is  and  will  ever  be  the  motto  of  the  king- 
dom of  God.  How  many  of  its  professed  servants  under- 
stand and  apply  it  as  Jesus  did  himself,  and  required  others 
to  do? 

The  caravan  passed  by  the  stately  groves  to  which  Jericho 
owes  its  name  of  the  ''  City  of  Palms ; "  by  the  precious  bal- 
sam-bushes that,  according  to  the  ancient  authorities,  grew 
nowhere  else  but  here ;  by  the  rose  and  flower-gardens,  which 
1  CkNnpftre  Luke  xxii.  25-27. 
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filled  the  air  with  their  perfhme,  and  which  strangers  vied 
with  the  people  of  the  place  in  praising.  At  last  they  came 
to  the  beautiful,  flourishing,  active  city  of  Jericho  itself,  where 
they  intended  to  stay  and  find  quarters  for  the  night,  to  re- 
cover ftrom  the  fatigues  of  the  journey  and  prepare  themselves 
for  the  last  and  haidest  part  of  their  pilgrimage,  —  the  barren 
reach  from  Jericho  to  Jerusalem.  Their  fame  had  preceded 
them  to  Jericho,  and  a  great  crowd  came  out  to  meet  the 
celebrated  Rabbi  or  Prophet  of  Nazareth,  who  had  succeeded 
John  in  preaching  the  approach  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  Cu- 
riosity and  friendly  interest  on  the  one  hand,  and  hatred  of 
the  seducer  of  the  people  on  the  other,  as  well  as  the  deeper 
longing  for  the  salvation  of  the  Lord,  brought  out  the  citizens 
of  Jericho  in  crowds ;  and  as  the  company  entered  the  city 
and  passed  slowly  through  it,  the  varying  sentiments  of  the 
bystanders  were  from  time  to  time  distinctly  enough  pro- 
claimed. 

Now  among  the  crowd  a  man,  whose  wealth  was  shown  by 
his  rich  apparel,  might  have  been  observed  pressing  forward 
to  get  a  sight  of  Jesus  as  he  drew  near  the  far  end  of  the 
town  where  this  man  lived,  lie  was  the  chief  of  the  great 
tax-office  at  Jericho,  which  was  a  very  important  one,  and  his 
name  was  Zacchaeus.  We  can  well  believe,  therefore,  that 
not  a  creature  stirred  a  step  to  maice  way  for  him !  This 
grieved  him  beyond  measure,  for  he  was  a  short  man  and 
could  not  see  over  the  shoulders  and  heads  of  the  crowd  ;  but 
he  was  determined  not  to  be  thwarted,  so  he  extricated  him- 
self from  the  crush  and  ran  forward  till  he  came  to  a  place 
where  a  sycamore-ti-ec  grew  beside  the  wa}'.  The  caravan 
would  pass  by  it ;  so,  regardless  of  his  own  dignity  and  the 
jeering  of  the  lookers-on,  he  clambered  up  among  tlie  spread- 
ing branches  of  this  tree,  whence  he  could  narrowly  watch  the 
man  of  whom  he  had  heai*d  so  much  that  was  good,  and  could 
observe  him  at  his  ease.  Little  did  he  think  what  was  in  store 
for  him ! 

The  crowd  soon  reached  the  spot,  and  many  e^'es  were  invol- 
untarily raised  to  the  sycamore-tree.  Jesus  himself  looked  up, 
stood  still,  and  cried  to  the  publican,  ^^  Zacchaeus,  come  down 
quickly !  for  I  would  gladly  be  your  guest  to-da}'."  Zacchaeus 
could  hardly  believe  his  ears.  In  a  moment  he  was  on  the 
ground  again,  and,  after  doing  obeisance  to  his  guest,  he  con- 
ducted him  to  his  house,  while  his  heart  overflowed  with  joy. 
But  we  can  easil}'  see  what  a  bad  impression  this  would  make 
on  the  public.     ''  Just  look !     He  actually  prefers  to  be  the 
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guest  of  such  a  sinner  rather  than  of  any  of  the  respectable 
and  virtuous  people  who  would  have  been  glad  to  entertain 
him  ! "  Such  comments  were  freely  uttered ;  so  freely,  indeed, 
that  as  Zacchseus  and  Jesus  were  about  to  enter  the  house 
they  could  not  help  hearing  them.  The  former  perhaps  feared 
that  the  unexpected  honor,  the  great  privdege,  of  receiving 
the  prophet  might  even  yet  be  snatched  away  from  him,  and 
that  Jesus  might  choose  another  host;  but  at  any  rate  he 
felt  that  he  ought  to  show  not  only  his  gratitude,  but  also  his 
l)erfoct  readiness  to  make  full  amends  for  his  past  life ;  so  he 
took  a  brave  resolve,  and,  standing  before  Jesus  with  a  certain 
solemnit}'  of  manner,  he  uttered  this  spontaneous  vow  before 
the  prophet  crossed  his  threshold :  "  The  half  of  my  posses- 
sions, Lord,  I  hereby  give  to  the  poor ;  and  if  I  have  exacted 
any  undue  payments,  I  will  restore  them  fourfold."  ^  Jesus 
was  pleased  by  the  man's  passionate  longing  for  salvation, 
and  at  once  to  set  him  at  peace,  to  restore  him  to  honor  be- 
fore the  people,  and  to  defend  his  own  conduct,  said :  "  To- 
day is  salvation  come  into  this  house,  since  he  too  is  a  son 
of  Abraham ;  for  the  Son  of  Man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save 
that  which  was  lost." 

Probably  the  stay  at  Jericho  was  not  a  long  one,  but 
neither  was  it  without  results.  The  Pharisees  may  have 
been  prevented  from  visiting  Jesus  by  his  staying  in  a  sin- 
ner's house ;  but  others  would  no  doubt  be  onl}*  too  glad  of 
any  opportunity  of  seeing  and  hearing  him.  And  whoever 
came  he  doubtless  taught  them  that  the  kingdom  of  God  was 
at  hand,  and  urged  tliem  with  all  his  power  to  repent.  Nor 
can  we  help  imagining  that  his  disciples  scattered  up  and 
down  among  the  people  of  Jericho  must,  in  spite  of  them- 
selves, have  given  utterance  to  their  great  expectations  and 
set  many  a  heart  a-glow.  We  must  also  remember  that  the 
scene  of  John's  appearance  and  activity  was  not  far  from 
Jericho,  so  that  the  impression  he  had  made  would  be  more 
lasting  here  than  elsewhere,  and  the  sound  of  his  voice  must 
still  have  been  echoing  in  manj'  a  bosom.  We  can  therefore 
well  believe  the  statement  that  when  the  caravan  left  Jericho 
a  great  number  of  the  citizens  went  with  it.  Most  of  these 
would  only  escort  Jesus  a  little  way,  but  some  would  attach 
themselves  to  him  more  permanently.  In  connection  with 
this  circumstance  the  following  story  of  a  miraculous  cure  is 
given :  — 

Just  outside  the  city  a  certain  blind  man,  Bartimseus,  sat 

1  Compare  Exodus  xxii.  1,  4,  7 ;  Numbers  v.  6,  7 ;  and  p.  185. 
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by  the  road-side  begging.  Hearing  the  approach  of  a  num- 
ber of  people  in  no  small  commotion  he  asked  what  it  was  all 
about,  and  was  told  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  coming  past. 
Then  a  ray  of  hope  shot  through  his  night  of  misery,  and  he 
cried  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  "  Jesus,  son  of  David,  take  pity 
on  me  ! "  In  vain  did  the  foremost  of  the  crowd  command 
him  to  be  silent  and  rebuke  him  for  disturbing  the  Master. 
He  only  cried  all  the  more  eamestl3^  "  Son  of  David,  have 
pity ! "  Jesus  heard  hi»,  stood  still,  and  said  to  the  people 
round  about  him,  "  Let  him  come  to  me  !  '*  Then  they  said 
to  the  blind  man,  '*  Be  of  good  cheer !  he  is  calling  you."  In 
a  moment  Bartimseus  had  thrown  off  his  cloak  and  stood  up 
to  be  led  to  Jesus.  "  What  would  you  have  from  me?"  said 
the  Master  kindly.  '*  Rabboni !  [my  Master]  I  would  receive 
my  sight  again,"  answered  the  other  in  a  suppliant  voice. 
With  deep  compassion  Jesus  laid  his  hand  upon  his  eyes  and 
said,  "Receive  3'our  sight!  your  faith  has  saved  you."  On 
the  spot  the  blind  man  gained  his  sight  again,  and  he  followed 
his  benefactor,  rendering  fervent  thanks  to  God. 

Mark  (and  he  alone)  gives  the  blind  man's  name  as  Bard- 
msus,  having  already  said  that  he  was  "  the  son  of  TimsBUJ^," 
which  is  the  same  thing ;  but  we  must  not  be  misled  by  the 
fact  of  the  name  being  given  (a  circumstance  to  which  the  re 
is  no  parallel  in  other  stories  of  healing)  into  supposing  that 
any  actual  Individual  was  meant ;  for  in  all  probability  this 
name  is  symbolical,  and  means  "son  of  the  blind."  It  is 
of  small  importance  that  Matthew  speaks  of  (wo  blind  men 
on  this  as  on  a  previous  occasion,^  or  that  Luke  makes  the 
event  occur  as  Jesus  enters  Jericho  instead  of  as  he  leaves  it. 
He  does  so  in  order  to  provide  a  more  suitable  introduction 
to  the  meeting  with  Zacehaeus  which  he  alone  relates.  It  is 
possible  that  this  sj'mbolic  narrative  designedly  places  us  at 
the  point  when  Jesus  turns  directlj'  towards  Jerusalem,  as  an 
indication  that  he  was  ready  to  open  the  eyes  of  his  people, 
—  the  blind  sons  of  blind  fathers.^  But  originally  it  was 
most  likely  a  picture  of  Jesus  as  the  sinners'  friend.  We 
need  not  stay  to  ask  whether  any  special  event  which  reall}* 
took  place  at  Jericho  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the  story,  nor 
whether  the  cure  of  the  blind  man  (or  men)  in  the  first  two 
Gospels  corresponds  properly  to  the  rescue  of  Zacehaeus  in 
the  third,  while  Luke  has  preserved  both  the  historical  and 
the  symbolical  form  of  the  event  side  by  side.*    Again,  cer- 

1  See  p.  908.    >  Compare  Matthew  xv.  14,  xziii.  16, 17, 19,  24,  28;  Joho  iz. 
•  See  p.  208. 
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tain  difficulties  have  been  urged  against  the  visit  to  the  chief 
publican  itself;  for  instance,  that  Luke  alone  records  it, 
that  Jesus  could  not  have  known  the  man's  name,  and  that 
Zacchaeus  has  the  symbolical  meaning  of  ^'  clean. "  ^  But 
these  objections  do  not  appear  to  us  conclusive ;  and  in  any 
case  we  need  not  discuss  them,  for  both  the  story  of  Zac- 
chseus  and  that  of  the  blind  man  give  a  true  picture,  each  in 
in  its  way,  of  the  character  of  the  work  of  Jesus.  But  the 
point  that  strikes  us  most,  and  upon  which  we  would  lay  the 
fullest  stress,  is  the  position  which  these  stories  occupy. 
Who  does  not  feel  the  significance  of  the  fact  that  here,  in 
Judaea  itself,  at  the  very  gates  as  it  were  of  the  City  of  the 
Temple,  here  as  he  enters  upon  the  last  stage  of  his  career, 
—  a  stage  in  many  respects  so  dark  and  gloomy,  —  Jesus 
meets  us  3'et  again  as  the  redeemer  of  the  lost  ones,  loving 
and  gentle,  spontaneous  and  delicate  in  his  advances,  pitiful, 
self-denying,  and  lovable  as  ever ! 

Under  every  change  that  we  have  observed,  even  under 
this  last  great  revolution  in  his  prospects,  his  feelings,  and 
the  tone  of  his  preaching,  he  remains  the  same  in  his  divine 
pi«;y  for  ever}-  one  who  has  gone  astra}'.  His  heart  was  as 
warm  as  ever ;  his  faith  in  human  nature  and  his  reverence 
for  man  were  not  shaken  for  a  moment  by  his  melancholy 
esperience.  The  preacher  of  Grod's  judgment  drawing  near 
to  the  capital  of  his  counti-y  is  still,  even  there,  even  to  the 
end,  the  friend  of  sinners,  the  inspired  advocate  of  the  new 
and  immortal  principle  of  man's  worth  and  God's  love.  It 
was  in  this  spirit  of  redeeming  love,  it  was  to  seek  and  to 
save,  that  he  plunged  into  the  midst  of  dangers  that  none 
foresaw  more  clearly  than  himself. 

1  Compare  Luke  zi.  41  with  xiz.  S. 
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Chapter  XXIX. 

JESUS  APPEARS  AT  JERUSALBll 

Matthew  XXI.  I-I6.1 

HARDLY  had  the  traveUer  to  the  City  of  the  Temple  left 
Jericho  a  league  behind,  when  he  found  he  had  passed 
from  one  of  the  loveliest  spots  upon  earth  into  an  ill-favored 
and  dismal  waste.  The  whole  distance  was  six  leagues,  and 
in  spite  of  undulations  the  journey  was  on  the  whole  an 
ascent,  for  Jerusalem  was  three  thousand  feet  above  the 
Jordan  valley.  It  was  these  barren  rocks,  these  narrow 
passes,  these  rock-bound  defiles,  thinly  covered  with  brush- 
wood, that  formed  the  background  upon  which  the  picture 
of  the  "  Good  Samaritan,"  alrcad}^  known  to  us,  was  painted. 
But  as  bands  of  pilgrims  passed  along  the  road,  drawing 
nearer  with  every  step  to  the  goal  of  their  journey,  for  which 
the}'  had  longed  with  such  eager  expectation,  we  may  be  sure 
that  they  seldom  or  never  allowed  themselves  to  be  appalled, 
or  even  depressed,  by  the  scenery  through  which  they  passeii ; 
and  least  of  all  would  it  disturb  the  high-wrought  enthusiasm 
and  joyous  expectations  of  the  caravan  we  are  now  accompa- 
nying in  fancy.  How  many  a  heart  leaped  up  in  transport ; 
how  many  a  bosom  panted  with  impatience;  how  many  a 
straining  eye  saw  nothing  of  precipitous  cliffs  or  barren 
gorges,  but  was  filled  by  the  dazzling  vision  of  a  splendid 
coronation  and  the  glorious  dominion  it  would  inaugurate! 
Can  we  not  picture  the  companions  of  Jesus  on  this  last  day 
of  the  journey  ?  —  some  of  them  quiet,  as  if  plunged  in  tl  ought ; 
some  of  them  engaged  in  animated  conversation ;  yet  others 
with  joyous  cries  ft'om  sacred  songs  upon  their  lips;  but 
almost  all  in  growing  tension  of  excitement. 

And  Jesus  himself  ?  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  pierce  the 
veil  of  his  thoughts.  One  thing,  however,  irf  certain :  that 
Luke  is  mistaken  in  making  him  bewail  the  impenitence  of 
the  city,  and  foretell  its  future  destruction  by  the  Romans  in 
minute  delaO  *  as  soon  as  he  approaches  and  beholds  it ;  for 
the  dty'B  impenitence  had  not  as  yet  appeared,  and  Luke  is 

1  Mark  xi.  1-11,  15-18;  Luke  xix.  28-40,  45-48. 
•  Luke  xix.  41-44. 
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evidently'  confounding  the  feelings  which  inspired  Jesus  a 
week  or  two  later,  after  the  failure  of  his  efforts,  with  those 
of  his  first  approach  to  the  city.  We  shall  be  nearer  the 
truth  in  thinking  of  Jesus  as  suspended  between  hope  and 
fear,  alternately  contemplating  the  possibility  of  success  and 
failure  during  these  last  hours;  but  the  fact  that  he  did 
nothing  to  check  the  enthusiasm  of  his  followers,  and  pres- 
ently entered  upon  the  contest  in  such  a  loft}'  mood  himself, 
appears  to  indicate  that  for  the  time  hope,  if  not  supreme,  was 
at  least  predominant  in  his  mind,  —  which  is  indeed  no  more 
than  we  should  expect.  Here  again  Luke  has  confounded 
the  expectation  with  the  result;  for  he  has  put  into  the 
mouth  of  Jesus,  a  few  hours  before,  a  parable  expressly 
designed  to  correct  the  impression  that,  since  he  had  now 
almost  reached  Jerusalem,  the  kingdom  of  God  would  imme- 
diately come.*  In  spite  of  its  inappositeness,  however,  we 
will  give  this  parable  here.  It  is  that  of  the  minae,  or  pounds. 
A  mina  represents  about  3£  6s. ;  and  to  understand  the  story 
we  must  further  note  that  in  those  times  there  was  nothing 
strange  in  the  idea  of  a  man's  going  to  Rome  to  receive  at  the 
Emperoi-'s  hands  the  appointment  to  the  vacant  throne  of 
some  tributary  state.  Thiity  years  before  Archelaus  had  done 
this  veiy  thing,  and  had  been  appointed  ruler  of  Judaea  and 
the  two  neighboring  districts  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of 
the  Jews,  who  had  sent  ambassadors  to  implore  Augustus  to 
spare  them  the  imposition  of  a  Herod.  There  is  an  obvious 
reference  to  all  this  in  the  parable,  which  runs  as  follows  :  * 

A  certain  man  of  noble  birth  set  out  for  a  distant  land,  to 
be  invested  with  the  regal  dignity  and  then  return.  But  first 
he  summoned  ten  of  his  slaves,  and  gave  them  each  a  mina 
to  trade  with  during  his  absence.  It  was  only  a  trifle ;  but 
his  object  was  simply  to  make  a  trial  of  their  fidelity,  zeal, 
and  ability,  since  he  would  soon  be  wanting  faithful  servants 
as  governors.  Now,  when  he  had  set  out,  his  fellow-citizens 
sent  an  embassy  after  him  to  inform  his  suzerain  that  they 
did  not  want  him  as  their  prince,  for  they  hated  him ;  but 
their  protest  was  in  vain.  So  when  the  nobleman  returned 
as  king,  he  s&mmoned  the  ten  slaves  to  see  what  they  had 
accomplished.  The  first  had  increased  his  stock  by  ten 
minse,  the  second  by  five,  and  so  on ;  for  which  they  were  all 
rewarded  by  the  warm  approval  of  their  master,  and  by  ap- 
TX>intments  to  governorships  of  ten,  five,  or  such  other  num 
ber  of  cities  as  corresponded  with  their  deserts.  Then  he 
I  Luke  xix.  U.  >  Luke  six.  19-t7. 
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ordered  the  enemies  who  had  tried  to  prevent  his  becoming 
king  to  be  brought  into  his  presence  and  cut  down  before  his 

The  meaning  evidently  is  that  Jesus  was  not  going  to 
ascend  the  Messianic  throne  in  Jerusalem  at  once,  but  must 
first  go  up  to  heaven,  there  to  receive  the  kingship  from  God, 
—  for  such  was  the  faith  of  the  apostolic  age,*  —  and  that  on 
his  return  he  would  reward  his  faithful  servants  and  inflict  a 
fearful  punishment  upon  the  rebellious  Jews.  The  story  was 
certainly  never  told  by  Jesus.  It  is  an  imitation  (and  not  a 
verj'  successful  one)  of  the  parable  of  the  talents  ;  •  and  this 
accounts  for  the  introduction  of  an  episode  which  so  disturbs 
the  progress  of  the  narrative  that  we  designedly  omitted  it. 
It  is  this :  One  of  the  slaves  came  with  his  mina  and  said  that 
he  had  wrapped  it  in  a  cloth  and  hidden  it,  because  he  knew 
his  master  was  a  hard  and  unjust  man.  His  master  there- 
fore punished  him,  and  rebuked  him  for  not  having  put  his 
mone}'  in  the  bank  ;  after  which  he  astonished  all  present  by 
ordering  the  mina  to  be  given  to  the  most  enterprising  of  the 
other  servants,  who  had  gained  ten  extra  minae  already.  Now 
all  this  was  well  enough  in  the  parable  of  the  talents,  for 
there  the  master  gave  his  servants  charge  of  all  his  posses- 
sions, and  even  the  least  favored  of  them  had  to  manage  a 
considerable  sum ;  but  here  the  smallness  of  the  amount  in 
question  makes  the  whole  proceeding  inappropriate,  and  it 
would  simpl}'  be  ridiculous  to  show  additional  respect  for  the 
governor  of  ten  cities  b}'  a  present  of  three  guineas  ! 

But  let  us  return  to  Jesus  and  his  fellow-travellers.  We 
have  already  said  that  the  Master  made  no  attempt  to  check 
the  enthusiasm  of  his  friends  ;  and  when  they  had  exchanged 
the  wilderness  of  Jericho  for  a  less-forbidding  district ;  when 
their  eyes  rested  on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  bebind  which  they 
knew  the  Holy  City  lay ;  when  they  had  passed  through 
Bethany,  on  the  eastern  slope,  half  hidden  among  its  noble 
trees  and  undulating  verdure,  —  their  excitement  rose  at  last 
to  its  culminating  point.  Jesus  had  sent  for  an  ass,  on  which 
to  ride  into  the  city;  and,  in  lieu  of  a  saddle,  some  of  his 
disciples  had  folded  their  cloaks  and  laid  them  on  the  ass's 
back  for  him  to  sit  on.  Then  the}-  ascended  the  ridge  between 
the  Mount  of  Olives  and  the  Mount  of  Offence  ;  and  there  the 
City  of  God,  so  loved,  so  praised  in  the  songs  of  Israel,  lay 
stretched  before  them  in  all  its  glory !     What  colossal  walls 

^  See  pp.  304.  305.  3  Compare  Acts  ii.  36,  iii.  20,  21,  et  teq. 

'  See  pp.  165, 166. 
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and  mighty  towers  rising  from  the  precipitous  rock !  What 
luxurious  palaces  and  entrancing  pleasure-grounds!  Bat 
above  and  before  all  else  the  eye  was  dazzled  and  the  heart 
enthralled  by  the  Temple  of  the  Lord:  an  imposing  and 
marvellous  erection  even  to  the  heathen,  but  to  tiie  Israelite 
the  very  consummation  of  holiness  and  glory  upon  earth,  — 
his  greatest  pride  and  his  deepest  jo}'.  There  was  the  temple 
area,  with  its  noble  colonnades ;  and  on  the  highest  terrace 
there  stood  the  sanctuary  itself,  with  its  glittering  parapets 
of  snow-white  marble,  tipped  with  the  tapering  golden  spikes 
and  plated  on  all  sides  with  sheets  of  gold,  shining  beneath 
the  sunbeams,  now  like  a  mountain  of  snow,  now  like  a  sea 
of  fire.  How  could  such  a  sight  fail  to  call  forth  a  general 
outburst  of  enthusiasm  ?  The  sacred  spot  was  reached  where 
the  kingdom  of  God  would  be  established,  and  on  the  very- 
instant  honor  and  gloiy  must  be  rendered  to  him  who  brought 
that  kingdom  !  Most  of  the  company  threw  off  their  upper 
garments  and  laid  them  in  the  way  for  the  ass  to  step  u|K>n, 
while  others  strewed  the  path  with  leaves  and  branches  from 
the  neighboring  fields  ;  and,  as  they  waved  the  palm-branches 
in  their  hands,  those  who  went  before  and  those  who  followed 
him  sang  in  alternation  the  song  of  praise,  — 

Honanna ! 
Bless  him  that  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord! 
Bless  the  approaching  kingdom  of  David  our  father  I 

Hosanna  in  the  highest! 

With  such  shouts  of  triumph  they  turned  northwards  along 
the  slopes  of  the  Mount  of  Olives,  past  Bethphage  that  was 
reckoned  part  of  the  sacred  gi'ound  of  the  City  of  the  Tem- 
ple, by  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane,  then  down  across  the 
bridge  over  the  Kidron,  and  up  the  hill  again,  through  the 
Sheep-gate  into  Jerusalem  !  It  was  no  new  thing  at  Jerusa- 
lem to  see  caravans  of  pilgrims  drawing  near  with  exuberant 
signs  of  delight ;  but  such  an  entry  as  this  must  have  caused 
no  little  commotion.  "  Who  is  it?  "  the  people  asked  in  cu- 
riosity and  amazement  as  the  procession,  chiefly  composed 
of  Galilseans,  passed  them  b},  and  the  central  figure  drew  all 
eyes  upon  him.  And  the  crowd  of  triumphant  Galilaeans 
answered,  ^^  It  is  the  mighty  prophet  Jesus,  from  Nazareth 
in  Galilee ! " 

Before  accompanying  Jesus  and  his  disciples  through  the 
streets  of  the  city  to  the  temple,  we  must  make  a  few  remarks 
ui  justification  of  the  account  we  have  given  of  their  entry ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JKSUS   APPEARS   AT  JERUSALEM.  861 

for  it  departs  in  several  particulars  from  the  narratives  of  the 
Gos()els,  which  do  not  always  agree  with  each  other. 

According  to  Luke  the  disciples  of  Jesus  cry,  "  Blessed  be 
the  king  who  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord !  Peace  be  in 
heaven,  and  glory  in  the  highest ! "  ^  upon  which  certain  Phar- 
isees who  are  present  request  the  Master  to  forbid  them  ;  but 
he  replies,  "  I  tell  you  that  if  they  held  their  peace  the  very 
stones  would  cry  out ! "  One  does  not  quite  see  what  had 
brought  the  Pharisees  thus  early  into  the  presence  of  Jesus, 
and  his  short  and  stern  reply  strikes  us  as  an  implied  rebuke, 
and  a  kind  of  echo  of  the  wail  over  Jerusalem's  impenitence 
already  mentioned.  At  any  rate,  this  question  and  answer 
can  hardly  have  been  uttered  upon  this  occasion. 

A  second  point  is  of  more  importance.  All  the  Gospels 
make  Jesus,  upon  reaching  the  Mount  of  Olives,  despatch 
two  of  his  friends  to  the  village  that  lies  before  them  (pre- 
sumably Bethphage)  to  fetch  Wm  an  ass's  colt  which,  he  says, 
they  will  find  at  the  entrance  of  the  village,  tied  up.  If  any 
one  asks  them  what  they  are  doing,  they  are  to  answer,  "The 
lord  requires  it,"  and  they  wiU  be  no  further  molested.  Now, 
this  story  implies  either  a  previous  arrangement  with  the 
owner  of  the  colt,  or  divine  foreknowledge  on  the  part  of 
Jesus ;  and  when  we  consider  all  the  circumstances,  and  re- 
member that  Jesus  was  a  stranger  in  the  village,  the  former 
supposition  becomes  almost  as  unsatisfactory  as  the  latter. 
Moreover,  Mark  and  Luke  not  only  add  that  the  bystanders 
or  the  owners  of  the  colt  did  actually  challenge  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  of  the  disciples,  but  also  say  that,  according  to 
Jesus  himself,  no  one  had  ever  ridden  on  the  beast  before. 
The  idea  is,  of  course,  that  it  would  not  otherwise  have  been 
holy  enough  for  him  ;  *  but  any  one  can  see  how  ill-suited  an 
unbroken  colt  would  be  for  canydng  Jesus  in  the  midst  of  so 
excited  a  procession. 

But  Matthew's  account  is  the  most  extraordinary  of  all ; 
for  he  makes  Jesus  send  for  two  beasts,  an  ass  and  a  colt, 
and  ride  upon  them  both !  This  is  because  he  sees  in  the 
event  the  literal  fulfilment  of  a  prophecy  in  Zechariah,*  in 
which,  by  a  curious  blunder,  he  supposes  that  two  animals 
are  mentioned.  He  renders  it:  *'Say  to  the  daughter  of 
Zion,  ^  Behold !  thy  king  is  coming  to  thee,  gentle,  riding 

1  Compare  Luke  iL  14. 

>  Compare  Numbers  xix.  2;  Deuteronomy  zzi.  3;  1  Samuel  vi.  7;  and  Lnkt 
zxiii.  63;  John  xix.  41. 

s  Zechariah  ix.  9.    See  vol.  ii.  p.  255;  compare  Isaiah  bdi.  11. 
VOL.  III.  16 
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upon  an  ass,  and  upon  a  colt,  the  foal  of  a  beast  of  burden." 
We  may  note  in  passing  that  one  of  the  earliest  eoclesiastica] 
Fathers,  running  off  upon  the  sound,  actually  quotes  a  verse 
from  Jacob's  blessing  to  prove  that  the  ass  was  bound  to  a 
vine-tree ;  ^  and  after  all  this  is  only  carrying  out  the  practice, 
habitual  to  the  Jewish-Chnstian  Evangelist  himself,  of  using 
the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament  as  materials  for  the  life 
of  Jesus.*  We  need  therefore  pay  no  further  attention  to 
the  details  given  in  Matthew  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  co- 
incidence between  this  prophecy  of  the  Messiah  as  the  Prince 
of  Peace  and  the  mode  in  which  Jesus  entered  the  city 
is  sufficiently  remarkable  to  suggest  the  question  whether 
he  himself  had  the  words  of  Zechariah  in  his  mind.  Did  be 
enter  the  city  upon  an  ass  expressly  to  show  that,  though  he 
claimed  to  be  the  Messiah,  it  was  not  as  an  earthly  potentate 
who  would  more  fitly  ride  a  war-horse,  but  rather  as  a  peace- 
bearer?  This  is  not  impossible,  but  neither  does  it  seem 
very  probable ;  for  riding  on  an  ass  was  so  verj-  common  a 
mode  of  travelling  that  Jesus  can  hardly  have  calculated 
on  those  who  saw  him  thinking  of  the  prophecy  in  question 
and  divining  his  meaning.  Nor  is  it  even  certain  that  his 
disciples  expressly  greeted  him  as  the  Messiah  in  person  upon 
this  occasion ;  for  though  Matthew  makes  them  cr}',  "  Ho- 
sanna  to  the  son  of  David !  **  it  is  doubtful  whether  Jesus  was 
ever  reall}'  addressed  by  this  title  during  his  lifetime ;  •  and 
the  Evangelist  himself  appears  to  contradict  his  own  account 
immediately  afterwards,  when  he  makes  the  exultant  disciples 
answer  the  question  of  the  people  of  Jerusalem  by  saying  — 
not  '*  This  is  the  Messiah  ! "  but  —  *'  This  is  the  prophet  from 
Nazareth !  " 

In  a  word,  the  whole  thing  seems  to  have  happened  quite 
simply.  The  ass  —  a  much  finer  and  more  swift-footed  ani- 
mal and  far  more  highly  esteemed  in  the  East  than  with  our- 
selves—  was  the  animal  ordinarily  ridden  in  Palestine,  as  the 
horse  is  here  ;  and,  though  we  cannot  tell  bow  Jesus  came  to 
have  the  opportunity'  or  the  wish  to  ride  into  Jerusalem,  there 
is  nothing  in  the  least  extraordinary  in  either  the  one  or  the 
other.  Perhaps  he  thought  this  mode  of  entry  more  suitable 
to  the  dignit}'  of  the  occasion  than  walking.  In  the  same 
spirit  he  refrained  from  checking  his  disciples*  cries  of  tri- 
umph. Nothing  could  be  more  natural  than  for  the  latter  to 
sing  a  few  lines  of  the  hundred  and  eighteenth  psalm  in  his 
honor,  for  it  was  often  sung  at  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  and 
1  QenesiB  zlix.  11.  >  See  p.  87.  •  See  p.  tt. 
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other  festivals.  "  Hosanna/'  in  verse  25  (properl}'  hoManna^ 
i.e.  *'  Help,  then ! "  or  "  Save  us !  ") ,  was  a  form  of  invoking 
a  blessing  or  expressing  joy,  and  the  following  verse  was 
originally  a  greeting  offered  by  the  priests  to  the  visitors  of 
the  temple.  But,  after  all,  even  if  Jesus  was  not  expressly 
called  the  Messiah,  it  was  nevertheless  a  Messianic  entry  into 
Jerusalem ;  for  at  any  rate  he  was  conducted  into  the  City  of 
the  Temple,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  his  followers,  as  the 
prophet  who  would  bring  the  Messianic  kingdom.  The  Tweh  e, 
of  course,  would  look  upon  him  in  that  case  as  the  Anointed 
of  the  Lord  himself,  whereas  the  rest  may  have  formed  the 
same  conception  in  some  cases  and  divergent  ones  in  others.^ 
It  is  not  without  reason,  therefore,  that  tibie  Christian  Church 
attaches  great  importance  to  this  event,  and  consecrates  the 
Sunday  before  Easter  to  its  memory.  The  day  is  fixed  in 
accordance  with  the  indications  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  is 
called  Palm  Sunday  after  the  commemorative  palm  branches 
with  which  the  churches  are  decorated.  Finally,  when  Mat- 
thew says  that  "the  whole  city  was  moved,"  we  must  look 
upon  his  words  as  a  natural  exaggeration,  and  need  not  be 
surprised  to  find  that  this  triumphal  entr}'  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  so  much  as  mentioned  at  the  trial  of  Jesus ;  for, 
though  it  made  a  deep  impression  upon  his  followers  at  the 
time,  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  Jerusalem  would 
not  pay  the  least  attention  to  it. 

So  Jesus,  of  Nazareth  in  Galilee,  had  entered  Jerusalem 
at  the  head  of  his  followers,  and  they  had  greeted  him  as  the 
prophet  who  came  to  inaugurate  the  kingdom  of  God.  They 
themselves,  of  course,  made  straight  for  the  temple  ;  but  the 
question  was  whether  their  enthusiasm  would  infect  the  peo- 
ple of  God's  city,  and  force  them  to  join  their  procession  and 
take  up  their  cries  of  joy,  while  Jesus  advanced  towards  Is- 
rael's sanctuary  and  finally  entered  its  gates  ?  It  can  hardly 
surprise  us  that  nothing  of  the  kind  took  place.  The  people 
of  Jerusalem  looked  on  in  surprise,  or  ran  together  here  and 
there,  in  half-contemptuous  curiosity  to  witness  these  demon- 
strations of  Galilsean  excitement,  but  that  was  all.  No  doubt 
this  was  a  great  disappointment  to  the  friends  of  Jesus,  if  not 
to  himself;  but  the  future  might  make  up  for  the  present,  they 
thought. 

To  the  temple,  then !  They  had  only  a  few  streets  to  pass 
through  before  reaching  one  of  the  gates  that  opened  into  the 

1  Compare  pp.  312,  313,  and  Acto  iii.  22  ff. 
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consecrated  area.  Here  Jesus  dismoanted.  What  were  lus 
thoughts  as  he  stood  there?  His  fbot  was  now  to  rest  upon 
the  spot  which,  as  his  contemporaries  thought,  had  been  for 
thousands  of  years  the  sole  earthly  abode  of  the  Eternal,  the 
Lord  of  heaven  !  It  was  not,  indeed,  for  the  first  time.  He 
had  doubtless  visited  the  temple  more  than  once  in  early  life. 
The  impression  he  received  on  the  first  occasion  must  have 
beim  overwhelming.  National  reminiscences  and  the  force 
of  tradition  added  impressiveness  to  the  grand  proportions 
and  the  magnificent  architecture  and  adornments  of  the  tem- 
ple ;  and  when  the  devout  3'oung  Galilaean  entered  the  court 
of  the  heathen,  and  cast  his  eye  over  the  extended  area,  sur- 
rounded by  double  and  triple  rows  of  columns,  each  four-and- 
thirty  feet  in  height,  each  hewed  f^om  a  single  block  of  the 
whitest  marble,  and  wainscoted  with  cedar ;  when  he  gazed 
on  the  tessellated  pavement  that  covered  the  whole  open  space, 
and  on  the  terrace  in  the  centre,  that  none  but  the  sons  of  the 
chosen  people  might  ascend  ;  when  he  looked  yet  further  and 
beheld  the  second  terrace,  upon  which  stood  the  court  of  the 
priests  and  the  sanctuary  itself ;  when  he  saw  what  inestimable 
treasures  had  been  lavished  upon  ever}'  thing,  how  exquisitely 
each  detail  had  been  executed,  and  with  what  marvellous  art 
the  whole  had  been  blended  together,  —  must  not  his  senses 
have  almost  reeled  ?  But  his  subsequent  visits  would  produce 
an  ever-growing  sense  of  want  and  dissatisfaction,  in  propor- 
tion as  his  own  religious  life  developed ;  and  his  aversion  to 
the  formality  which  reigned  uncontrolled  in  the  temple  must 
have  constantly  risen.  It  was  perhaps  a  long  time  now  since 
he  had  been  there ;  and,  as  he  raised  his  foot  once  more  over 
the  consecrated  threshold,  he  felt  afVesh  that,  in  opening  the 
treasure-house  of  his  spirit  to  the  people  and  bringing  them 
true  salvation,  he  must  in  appearance  act  the  part  of  a  de- 
stro3'er,  and  in  the  name  of  Moses  and  the  prophets  pronounce 
the  sentence  of  condemnation  upon  this  dead  religion.  He 
could  not  look  upon  the  temple  with  the  indifiTerent  eye  of  a 
stranger.  He,  if  any  one,  felt  the  inseparable  tie  of  a  com- 
mon faith  with  the  pious  generations  who  had  worshipped 
there.  His  heart  overflowed  with  mingled  and  conflicting 
emotions.  In  this  primeval  seat  of  Israel's  worship  he  must 
appear  as  the  messenger  of  the  Lord,  — must  demand  an  ab- 
solute renovation ;  must  announce  the  approaching  judgment ; 
must  preach  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom. 

In  sacred  transport  he  entered  the  temple,  with  gait  erect 
and  1)eaming  eye,  followed  by  his  disciples  I 
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What  a  scene  it  was  that  met  him !  Not  only  the  press  of 
coming  and  going  pilgrims, — here  approaching  with  their 
beasts  for  sacrifice,  here  pashing  their  wa}^  one  against  an- 
other, and  here  raising  their  songs  of  praise,  all  which  he 
could  have  borne,  —  but  the  clatter  and  chaffer  of  a  fair ! 
The  jostling  and  shouting  of  the  market-place  had  drowned 
the  voice  of  devotion !  For  here  in  the  outer  court  stood  the 
booths  of  the  cattle-dealers,  of  the  traders  in  wine,  oil,  corn, 
incense,  salt,  and  other  requisites  for  sacrifice,  and  of  the 
raonej-brokers  who  changed  the  coins  of  the  various  districts 
from  which  the  faithful  had  streamed  to  the  temple,  for  the 
didrachma  of  the  temple  duty  or  for  Greek  and  Roman  coins. 
It  was  vain  to  expect  any  feeling  for  the  sanctity  of  the  place 
in  these  men.  They  simply  came  there  to  make  what  they 
could,  and  too  often  deliberately  reckoned  upon  cheating  the 
pilgrims  by  demanding  extortionate  prices  for  their  wares,  or 
tCiking  advantage  of  their  ignorance  of  the  exchange  value  of 
the  coinage.  And,  even  when  there  was  no  cheating,  the  clat- 
ter of  voices,  clinking  of  money,  bleating  and  lowing  of  beasts 
fi\led  the  court!  Maybe  the  dealers  and  money-changers 
looked  for  more  business  yet  from  the  arrival  of  another 
caravan  of  pilgrims,  with  the  sacred  chant  upon  their  lips. 

Now  Jesus  knew  what  always  went  on  here.  He  had  been 
d^Btressed  by  this  temple-market  before.  But  when  we  re- 
ir ember  the  mood  in  which  he  now  entered  the  temple,  we 
cjin  well  believe  that  the  scene  made  him  boil  with  indigna- 
tion as  it  had  never  done  before.  The  impulse  to  put  an  end 
to  it  rose  strong  within  him.  Had  not  God  set  him  his  task 
that  moment?  He  did  not  check  the  impulse,  but  gave  it  rein.* 
Irresistible  in  his  sacred  wrath,  he  drove  the  hucksters  and 
dealers  through  the  gate,  overturned  the  tables  of  the  money- 
changers, while  their  coins  rolled  along  the  ground,  and  threw 
down  the  seats  of  the  dove-sellers. 

Never  yet,  we  may  be  sure,  had  his  followers  seen  him  with 
that  flashing  eye,  that  arm  extended  in  command,  as  one  of 
the  prophets  of  old !  And  to  make  the  resemblance  more 
striMng  yet,  to  prove  that  he  was  consciously  treading  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  prophets  and  was  urged  by  their  spirit,  he 
seconded  his  deeds  by  words  taken  from  two  well-known 
prophetic  sajings  of  the  ancient  times :  *  "  It  is  written,  My 
house  shall  be  called  a  house  of  prayer,  but  ye  have  made  it 
a  den  of  thieves ! " 

This  last  expression  obviously  refers  to  the  dishonest  prac- 
1  Isaiah  Ivi.  7 ;  Jeremiah  viL  11 
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tices  to  which  the  love  of  gain  gave  rise.  But  it  may  well  be 
asked  how  Jesus  could  possibh'  cieanse  the  temple  in  this  way 
single-handed.  Why  did  all  these  people  tamely  submit  to 
being  expelled?  How  came  it  that  the  temple-guard,  who 
had  to  keep  order  within  the  sacred  precincts,  did  not  inter- 
vene, and  put  the  disturber  of  the  peace  under  restraint,  or  at 
least  expel  him?  Now,  it  is  perfectly  true  that  a  fortnight 
later,  in  the  week  before  the  Passover,  such  a  proceeding 
would  have  been  simplj'  and  utterlj-  impossible ;  for  at  that 
season  tliere  was  an  indescribable  crush  of  visitors,  and  we 
may  gain  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  trade  that  was  carried 
on  from  the  fact  that  the  lambs  alone  were  counted  by  the 
thousand ;  but  when  Jesus  expelled  the  traders,  they  may 
not  have  been  so  numerous  as  one  might  at  first  suppose. 
Then  we  must  remember  that  the  hallowed  zeal  which  carried 
him  away  so  suddenly  extorted  such  submission,  at  any  rate 
for  the  moment,  that  resistance  was  impossible ;  and  besides, 
his  commanding  personality  borrowed  at  least  the  appearance 
of  material  support  from  his  numerous  followers ;  for,  though 
they  took  no  direct  part  in  the  work,  their  presence  rendei^ 
any  attempt  at  violent  resistance  inadvisable. 

As  for  the  action  itself,  its  purport  was  not  confined  to  the 
removal  of  offensive  and  inharmonious  surroundings  from  the 
temple,  and  the  maintenance  of  its  sanctity, — for  it  had  a 
wider  and  sj'mbolical  significance,  and  in  this  respect  again 
resembled  the  actions  of  the  ancient  prophets.  It  was,  in  the 
fullest  sense,  an  open  declaration  of  war  upon  the  formal 
worship  of  the  times.  The  priests,  who  had  a  very  substan- 
tial interest  in  the  temple-market,  took  an  actual  pride  in  the 
press  of  business  in  the  court;  for  the  number  of  trades- 
men and  the  amount  of  their  wares  indicated  the  number  of 
purchasers,  and  that,  in  its  turn,  was  the  gauge  of  Jewish 
piety,  fidelity,  and  zeal.  This  last  consideration  influenced 
the  Pharisees  also  to  the  same  effect.  This  was  but  natural, 
for  such  abuses  were  the  necessary  result  of  looking  for  relig- 
ion in  a  host  of  ceremonies  and  externalities ;  and  in  later 
ages  the  same  addiction  to  formalities  produced  analogous  ex- 
cesses in  the  Roman  and  Greek  churches,  without  shocking 
the  faithful  in  the  least.  This  cleansing  of  the  temple  in- 
volved by  necessary  implication  the  condemnation  of  the 
whole  system  of  sacrifice,  which  really  required  a  market  to 
support  it ;  nor  was  Jesus  the  first  of  the  men  of  God  to  con- 
demn the  sacrificial  system.  It  was  not  against  Moses  and 
the  prophets  that  Jesus  now  advanced  as  a  religious  refonner, 
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for  he  felt  that  he  was  vindicating  their  work  and  spirit,  but 
it  was  against  the  conceptions  of  piet}'  current  in  his  own  age 
and  among  his  own  people,  l^y  this  act  he  defined  his  posi- 
tion as  clearly  and  sharpl}-  as  possible,  and  his  aggressive  at- 
titude was  a  striking  exposition  of  his  views  and  intentions. 
His  action  was  a  visible  presentation  of  the  words  which  it 
appears  from  the  evidence  given  at  his  trial  he  must  have  ut- 
tered in  Jerusalem  :  "  I  will  destroy  this  temple,  and  in  three 
da3^s  will  raise  it  again."  By  "this  temple"  he  meant  the 
Jewish  religion,  which  he  came  to  destroy  in  order  that  he 
might  raise  it  again  renovated  and  purified.  In  future  when 
he  spoke  of  the  kingdom  of  God  every  one  knew  what  he 
meant.  This  one  vigorous  measure  had  put  both  the  masses 
and  their  leaders  in  a  position  to  choose  decisively  for  or 
against  him. 

As  for  the  leaders,  whether  priests  or  Scribes,  their  choice 
never  wavered  for  an  instant.  Jesus  had  summoned  them  to 
arms,  and  made  them  his  avowed  enemies  both  by  his  entry 
and  by  his  cleansing  of  the  temple.  Mark  and  Luke,  how- 
ever, are  a  little  premature  in  making  the  Sanhedrim  immedi- 
ately form  the  definite  project  of  taking  his  life,  and  only 
delaj'  its  execution  for  fear  of  the  masses.  The  first  Gospel 
mentions  on  this  occasion  that  Jesus  healed  some  blind  men 
and  cripples  who  came  to  him  in  the  temple,  which  is  per- 
haps a  reminiscence  of  an  old  saying  that  forbade  the  blind 
and  crippled  to  enter  the  sacred  place  ;  ^  and  the  same  Gospel 
says  that  the  children  in  the  court  cried  out,  ''  Hosanna  to  the 
son  of  David ! "  upon  which  the  chief  priests  and  Scribes 
angrily  demanded  of  Jesus  whether  he  heard  what  they  said, 
and  found  little  satisfaction  in  his  brief  reply:  "  I  hear  it! 
But  have  you  never  read,  'From  the  mouth  of  babes  and 
sucklings  hast  thou  prepared  thy  praise  *  ?  "  *  These  details 
do  not  commend  themselves  to  our  acceptance,  and  come  in 
strangely  after  the  violent  scene  that  precedes  them.  Mark, 
in  his  turn,  relates  that  Jesus  would  allow  no  one  to  carry 
household  utensils  or  fumitui-e,  for  instance,  through  the 
temple  court,  when  that  was  the  shortest  way  from  one  pail 
of  the  city  to  another ;  and  also  that  he  called  the  temple  a 
house  of  prayer  ''for  all  nations,"  which  is  the  expression 
really  used  in  Isaiah ;  but  Jesus  was  not  thinking  of  the 
heathen  at  that  moment.  It  is  of  more  importance  to  note 
that  the  same  Evangelist  represents  the  Master  as  simply  vis- 
iting the  temple  and  looking  round  on  his  first  arrival  and 
then  retiring,  since  it  was  i*ather  late,  but  only  to  return  the 

1  Comi>ftre  vol.  ii.  p.  4,  and  2  Samuel  r.  8.  ^  Psalm  viiL  2. 
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next  day  and  assert  himself  by  the  cleansing  of  the  temple 
We  see  at  once  how  improbable  this  is.  The  next  morning 
he  was  without  his  numerous  escoit,  and,  what  is  more,  he 
was  in  a  less  sensitive  and  excited  mood.  His  burst  of  in- 
dignation at  seeing  once  more  what  he  had  carefull}'  inspected 
the  evening  before  would  be  very  artificial,  and  his  whole  line 
of  conduct  unnatural,  not  to  say  impossible. 

Let  us  now  look  back  for  a  moment,  and  sum  up  in  a  single 
word  our  conception  of  the  precise  project  with  which  Jesus 
had  entered  Jerusalem. 

Here  again  we  are  driven  to  conjectures,  for  the  Gospels 
make  it  appear  as  if  he  had  come  with  the  simple  object  of 
being  put  to  death.  But  even  suppose  he  expected  the  issue 
to  be  fatal,  he  must  surely  have  contemplated  the  possibility 
of  success,  and  must  at  any  rate  have  had  some  definite  pro- 
ject, whether  destined  to  succeed  or  fail.  It  is  not  until  we 
clearly  understand  what  this  project  actually  was  that  we  can 
see  the  full  bearings  of  his  entry  into  the  cit}',  of  his  asser- 
tion of  his  power  in  the  temple  court,  and,  generally,  of  his 
appearance  at  Jerusalem. 

We  know,  that  he  had  come  to  offer  his  people  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  the  perfect  blessedness  of  close  communion  with 
the  heavenly  Father.  If  Israel  accepted  it,  then  Jesus  would 
already  have  removed  from  the  shoulders  of  his  country-men 
the  yoke  which  Pharisaic  scripturalism  had  laid  upon  them ; 
the}'  would  have  broken  in  principle  with  their  national  pride 
and  hatred,  their  formality  and  self-righteousness,  —  and  God 
would  do  the  rest. 

In  the  present  ciccumstances,  therefore,  there  was  but  one 
thing  that  could  make  the  efforts  of  Jesus  successful,  but  one 
thing  that  could  rescue  him  personally,  and  also  do  what  was 
far  more  important  in  his  eyes,  —  preserve  the  kingdom  of 
God  for  Israel,  and  Israel  for  the  kingdom  of  God.  That 
one  thing  was  a  rapid  and  increasing  accession  of  disciples, 
a  series  of  decisive  proofs  of  sympathy  and  powerful  expres- 
sions of  faith  on  the  part  of  the  masses.  This  would  en- 
tirely disarm  the  opposition  of  the  Pharisaic  and  the  priestly 
parties.  The  temple  and  the  synagogues  would  then,  so  to 
speak,  be  gradually  emptied ;  the  approaching  Passover  would 
become  the  feast  of  the  great  redemption  ;  Jerusalem  would 
thenceforth  be  the  central  point  of  the  work  of  Jesus,  and  the 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  foreign  Jews  the  messeU' 
gers  of  his  kingdom.     That  would  be  his  success ! 
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He  had  therefbre,  properly  speaking,  no  choice  in  thei  mat- 
ter. It  was  impossible  for  him  to  begin  quietly  and  tenta- 
tivel}-,  as  he  had  done  in  Galilee.  He  must  at  once  and 
conspicuously  challenge  attention,  and  make  it  impossible  to 
ignore  his  arrival  and  its  significance.  Averse  as  he  was  to 
any  sensational  display,  he  could  not  now  desire  to  enter  the 
cit}'  and  the  temple  in  quiet  simplicit\' ;  and  the  Messianic 
demonstrations  which  accompanied  his  entry,  though  he  had 
b}-  no  means  provoked  them,  were  not  unacceptable  to  him. 
He  knew  well  enough  that  a  host  of  shallow  misconceptions 
lurked  beneath  these  exuberant  cries  and  tokens  of  veneration, 
but  yet  he  accepted  them  as  well  intentioned  and  as  coming 
from  the  heart.  They  were  the  first  public  recognition  of  the 
significance  of  his  person  and  his  work ;  and  may  not  the 
hope  have  now  revived  in  his  heart  that  they  might  ))erchauce 
be  the  first  fniits  of  his  hardest  of  souls,  a  prophecy  that  God 
would  turn  the  people's  hearts  to  him  ?  At  the  very  worst, 
these  loud  expressions  of  devotion  could  not  fail  to  further  his 
purpose  of  announcing  that  he  had  come,  and  had  come  in 
the  character  of  God's  messenger,  commissioned  to  establish 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  It  was  but  another  step  —  and  a 
step  of  which  any  accident  might  be  the  occasion  —  for  him 
to  proceed  to  some  such  striking  and  decisive  action  as  that . 
in  the  temple  court.  And  this  deed,  occasioned  by  the  re- 
pulsive scene  that  met  him,  and  as  little  foreseen  or  premedi- 
tated on  his  part  as  the  mode  of  his  entry  into  the  city,  was 
an  unmistakable  indication  to  the  public  of  the  nature  of  the 
Messianic  kingdom  he  came  to  found. 

But  it  need  hardly  be  said  that  in  spite  of  all  this  the  work 
he  contemplated  at  Jerusalem  was  of  a  purely  religious  and 
by  no  means  of  a  political  character,  and  that  he  had  not  the 
least  intention  of  exciting  a  popular  commotion.  We  must 
not  dream  of  his  departing  by  a  hair's  breadth  from  his  prin- 
ciples, or  becoming  untrue  to  himself!  It  was,  therefore, 
impossible  for  him  to  repeat  or  follow  up  this  single  deed. 
His  only  weapons  were  the  power  of  the  word,  of  the  spirit, 
of  the  truth,  —  the  appeal  to  the  heart  and  conscience.  Nor 
could  he  go  a  single  step  further  in  the  employment  of  mate- 
rial means.  But,  since  this  was  so,  his  impressive  deed  had 
not  improved  his  chances  of  success ;  for  the  masses  could 
not  fail  to  be  disappointed  when  the  sequel  answered  so  iU 
to  the  introduction,  when  the  work  was  so  unlike  the  mani- 
festo. And  how  could  this  disappointment  have  any  but  dis- 
astrous oonsequences  ? 

16« 
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Chapter  XXX. 

JESUS  ON  THE  DEFENSIVE. 

Matthew  XXI.  17,  28-82,  XXII.  1&-40;  Johm  VIL  &3-Vin    ll.> 

THROUGHOUT  his  stay  in  Jerusalem  Jesus  never  spent 
the  night  in  the  city  itself.  Every  evening  he  went 
with  the  Twelve  to  Bethany,  returning  early  in  the  morning 
to  teach  in  the  temple-synagogue,  or  one  of  the  other  halls 
in  the  colonnades  of  the  Forecourt.  We  have  already  fol- 
lowed him  along  the  road  from  Bethany  through  Bethphage. 
The  distance  was  about  three-quarters  of  a  league ;  but  a 
footpath,  which  ran  across  the  Mount  of  Olives,  shortened  it 
by  a  few  minutes'  walk. 

Whatever  it  may  have  been  at  first,  it  ultimately  became  a 
pressing  measure  of  precaution  to  retire  at  night  to  some 
refuge  unknown  to  the  authorities ;  for,  though  they  were 
afraid  of  a  disturbance  if  they  attempted  to  seize  him  by  day, 
they  might  safely  have  snatched  him  from  his  bed  at  night. 
But  we  cannot  tell  whether  such  precautions  were  necessary 
from  the  first,  or  whether  Jesus  spent  his  nights  outside  Je- 
rusalem, in  order  to  secure  the  opportunity  of  recovering  his 
own  composure,  and  enjoying  a  time  of  quiet  intercourse  with 
his  friends  in  the  evening  and  morning. 

The  hospitable  customs  of  the  East  make  it  probable  that 
he  remained  under  one  roof  during  his  whole  visit,  and  would 
only  have  quitted  it  in  obedience  to  some  special  necessity. 
Accordingly,  we  ma}'  think  of  a  certain  Simon,  known  as 
'^the  leper,"  as  his  permanent  host.  The  third  Gospel  ia 
less  accurate  in  representing  him  as  spending  his  nights  on 
the  Mount  of  Olives,  and  apparently  in  the  open  air  in  the 
garden  of  Gethsemane.^ 

The  very  first  evening  Jesus  went  with  the  Twelve,  after 
dismissing  the  multitude  we  may  suppose,  to  enjoy  the  quiet 
of  the  village  where  the  night's  lodging  was  prepared.  It  is 
not  improbable  that  he  knew  Simon  already.  Perhaps  he 
had  met  him  as  he  passed  through  Bethany  at  noon,  perhaps 

1  Hark  xi.  19,  S7-38,  xii.  13-34  a;  Lake  xix.  47,  48,  xx.  1-8,  90-39,  xxi 
17.  38. 

s  Luke  xxi.  37,  xxii.  39,  40.    Compare  John  vUi.  1. 
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later  on  in  the  day,  and  no  long  acquaintance  would  be 
needed  to  justify  the  offer  of  hospitality.  Jesus  had  most 
likely  giK>ken  little  after  purifying  the  temple,  fbr  the  day 
was  far  advanced  when  he  entered  Jerusalem,  and  the  wea- 
rying journey,  followed  by  such  a  tumult  of  emotions,  must 
have  so  strained  his  powers  as  to  make  the  opportunity  of 
resting  under  a  friendly  roof  extremely  grateful. 

Here,  then,  he  might  gather  strength  for  the  struggle  which 
he  saw  so  clearly  awaiting  him.  The  following  morning 
found  Mm  in  the  temple-court  again  at  the  spot  whence  he 
had  dismissed  his  followers  the  night  before,  addressing  both 
them  and  a  number  of  others  whom  interest  or  curiosity  had 
led  to  accompany  them.  Doubtless  he  assumed  the  author- 
ity of  a  prophet ;  and  his  preaching,  in  accordance  with  the 
action  of  the  previous  day  that  introduced  it,  would  be  an 
emphatic  exposition  of  the  spiritual  nature  of  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  of  the  moral  demands  it  made  upon  its  subjects. 
But  see,  he  is  interrupted  !  A  deputation  of  respected  citi- 
zens approaches  him  with  solemn  dignit3\  Every  one  makes 
room  for  them,  for  they  are  members  of  the  Sanhedrim.  This 
Sanhedrim  was  composed  *  of ''  high  priests  "  (''  chief  priests  " 
in  our  Authorized  Version) ,  elders,  or  heads  of  distinguished 
Jewish  families  and  the  most  eminent  Scribes.  Under  the 
name  of  "high  priests"  were  included  not  only  the  priest 
who  held  the  office  in  question  at  the  moment,  but  all  who 
had  ever  filled  it  in  their  lives,  and  even  the  most  influential 
of  the  remaining  members  of  the  high  priestly  families.  The 
members  of  this  little  deputation  therefore,  though  it  may 
not  have  had  an  official  character,  felt  bound  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacity  to  put  some  check  upon  the  pretensions  of 
the  Galikean  reformer.  Nothing  could  be  more  appropriate, 
therefore,  than  their  question,  *'  By  what  authority  are  3'ou 
doing  all  this,  and  who  gave  it  to  you?" 

Of  course  they  referred  especially  to  his  vigorous  proceed- 
ings when  first  he  entered  the  temple-court,  but  not  to  them 
alone.  When  they  observed  the  authoritative  tone  and  atti- 
tude which  he  assumed  in  addressing  the  multitudes  upon  the 
subject  of  their  dearest  interests,  they  felt  that  unless  he 
could  offer  some  adequate  defence  of  his  use  of  such  language 
they  ought  to  crush  him  with  the  sentence  of  absolute  con- 
demnation. So  Jesus  stood  face  to  face  with  the  honored 
representatives  of  ecclesiastical  and  civil  authority  among  his 
people.  How  much  must  depend  upon  his  answer  1  He  had 
1  See  pp.  5,  6. 
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doubtless  considered  beforehand  what  position  to  take  up. 
He  was  not  at  a  loss  for  a  moment,  and  ausw<».red  with  quiet 
dignity,  '^  Let  me  also  ask  a  question ;  and  if  you  answer  it 
then  I  will  tell  you  on  what  authority  I  rely.  Tell  me, 
Whence  was  the  baptism  of  John,  from  heaven  or  of  men  ?  " 

Now  this  was  far  from  a  mere  evasion.  On  the  contrary, 
it  was  little  short  of  a  defiance.  Jesus  implied  that,  since 
He  who  had  shortly  before  sent  John  to  baptize  the  peopk 
had  now  coirmissioned  him,  Jesus,  to  found  the  kingdom  of 
God,  there  was  an  immediate  connection  between  his  own 
work  and  that  of  the  preacher  of  the  wilderness.  Those  who 
had  recognized  John  as  a  messenger  of  God  must  and  would 
recognize  him  also ;  whereas  those  who  had  utterly  despisec^ 
the  Baptist  had  thereby  given  palpable  proof  of  their  tota' 
incapacity  to  appreciate  a  divine  commission,  and  had  there 
fore  completely  forfeited  their  right  to  demand  his  creden 
tials  from  him.  Did  they  understand  his  meaning?  Om 
of  them,  who  served  as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  rest,  answerec 
briefly  and  contemptuously,  "  We  do  not  know;"  as  much 
as  to  say  "  and  we  do  not  care."  Our  Gospels  represent 
this  answer  as  the  result  of  the  reflection :  ''  If  we  say, 
'  From  heaven,'  he  will  answer,  *  Then  why  did  you  not 
believe  him  ? '  and  if  we  say,  '  Of  men,'  then  we  shall  have 
the  people  upon  us,  for  they  all  hold  John  to  have  been  a 
prophet."  Luke  even  makes  them  fear  that ''  the  whole  peo- 
ple will  stone  them  "  if  they  give  the  latter  answer.  But  all 
this  deliberation  is  out  of  place.  The  distinguished  men  of 
Jerusalem  had  simply  paid  no  attention  whatever  to  the  Bap- 
tist ;  and  Jesus  therefore  utterly  denied  their  right  to  ques- 
tion him.  His  answer  was  as  brief  and  as  haughty  as  theirs : 
*'  Neither  shall  I  tell  you  by  what  authority  I  have  come  for- 
ward here." 

His  refusal  to  answer  was  a  bold  stroke ;  but,  as  if  to  show 
that  he  knew  exactly  what  he  was  doing,  he  continued  after 
a  moment's  silence,  ''What  think  you?  There  was  a  man 
who  had  two  sons,  and  one  morning  he  went  to  the  elder 
and  said  :  '  My  son,  you  must  go  and  attend  to  the  vine- 
yard to-day.'  But  he  answered  without  even  a  show  of 
respect,  '  I  shall  not.*  And  yet,  after  a  time,  he  was  sorry, 
and  went  and  set  to  work.  Meanwhile  the  father  had  gone 
to  the  other  and  found  him  all  obedience.  '  1  will  go  this 
very  instant,  father,'  he  replied,  but  did  not.  Which  of  these 
two  obeyed  his  father?"  We  need  not  suppose,  with  the 
Evangelist,  that  the  members  of  tlie  deputation  actually  said 
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*'  the  first,"  for  without  waiting  for  an  answer  Jesus  might 
well  go  on  with  his  indignant  application  of  the  parable :  '^  I 
tell  you,  the  publicans  and  harlots  shall  go  into  the  kingdom 
of  God  before  you !  For  John  came  to  lead  you  to  the  way 
of  life ;  and  you  did  not  believe  in  him,  though  the  very 
publicans  and"  harlots  listened  to  his  preaching ;  for  not 
even  such  a  sight  as  that  could  make  you  repent  and  believe 
in  him." 

This  was  an  open  declaration  of  war  upon  the  priesthood, 
the  nobilit}',  and  the  Smbes.  Compare  this  parable  with  that 
of  the  prodigal  son,  with  which  it  has  an  unmistakable  affin- 
ity. How  changed  is  the  conception  of  the  second  son,  who 
is  really  obedient  in  the  one  case,  and  is  a  mere  In'pocnte  in 
the  other !  ^  It  is  true  that  in  this  parable  Jesus  had  not  the 
Pharisees  exclusivel}'  in  view,  but  this  merely  serves  to  make 
his  judgment  all  the  more  emphatic.  He  embraces  all  the 
leaders  of  the  people,  the  whole  heterogeneous  class  of  devout 
and  high-born  citizens  who  had  thought  it  beneath  their  dig- 
nity to  be  moved  by  the  preacher  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  — 
he  embraces  them  all  under  that  sentence  which  put  ^'  the 
first"  after  "the  last."  When  Jesus  had  once  told  them 
they  came  after  the  very  offscourings  of  society,  it  was  im- 
possible that  any  fHendly  relations  should  subsist  between 
him  and  them,  unless  they  were  to  throw  themselves  in 
humble  penitence  at  his  feet,  —  and  there  was  small  chance 
of  that ! 

And  3'et  he  had  done  well  in  taking  up  his  true  position 
at  the  very  outset.  He  had  not  come  to  Jerusalem  to  win 
over  the  champions  of  Jewish  orthodox}'  or  the  guardians  of 
the  temple  worship,  but  the  people.  He  must  let  the  nation 
know  what  it  had  to  expect  from  him.  This  he  had  done 
by  opening  the  battle  at  once  without  any  preliminary 
skirmishing. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  our  authorities  tell  us  little 
or  nothing  of  the  course  of  the  struggle,  and  especially  of  the 
relations  of  Jesus  and  the  people.  Under  the  first  head  we 
only  hear  of  a  few  argumentative  encounters  between  Jesus 
and  his  opponents,  preserved  as  specimens,  and  of  certain 
violent  denunciations  uttered  by  Jesus  in  public.  With  these 
exceptions  we  have  not  a  single  address  delivered  by  the 
Master  in  Jerusalem,  or  any  thing  beyond  the  repeated  state- 
ment that  he  taught  the  people  day  by  day.     It  is  possible 

1  Ck>mpare  pp.  248,  261. 
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enough  that  some  of  the  specimens  of  his  preaching  we  have 
akeady  met  with  in  considering  his  Gaiilsan  ministry  or  his 
joamey  to  the  capital  properly  belong  to  this  period ;  ^  bat 
it  is  probable  that  as  a  rule  his  preaching  in  Jerusalem  was 
to  some  extent  different  in  tone.  The  Gospels,  however^ 
leave  us  in  uncertainty  as  to  how  he  instructed  the  multitudes 
in  the  Cit}'  of  the  Temple,  what  he  taught  them  about  the 
kingdom  of  God,  its  approach,  the  blessings  it  would  bring, 
the  qualifications  for  entering  it,  and  the  last  judgment  and 
repentance.  But  in  that  saying  of  his  about  breaking  down 
and  building  up  the  temple,  which  we  have  mentioned  already, 
and  to  which  the  Evangelists  refer  in  their  account  of  the 
trial  of  Jesus,  we  are  justified  in  finding  the  substance  of 
a  whole  discourse,  or  perhaps  even  of  several  discourses, 
delivered  to  the  people. 

Again,  we  have  only  scattered  hints  as  to  the  reception 
Jesus  found  at  the  people's  hands.  The  statement  that  they 
took  him  for  a  prophet^  seems  very  probable  intrinsically. 
At  any  rate  they  could  not  see  or  even  suspect  the  Messiah 
in  him;  while  the  high  prophetic  reputation  he  enjoyed  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees,  who 
were  usually  very  hostile  to  each  other,  combined  against  him. 
This  indicates  clearly  enough  that  they  were  seriously  alarmed 
by  his  popularity ;  but  the  strongest  proof  of  all  is  the  dread 
with  which  they  were  inspired  by  his  followers ;  for  at  first 
thej'  dared  not  touch  him,  and  only  ventured  to  seize  him  at 
last  under  cover  of  night,  with  the  aid  of  treachery;  and 
even  then  they  were  in  great  trepidation,  as  we  shall  pres- 
ently see. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  result  showed  that  iiis  party 
was  far  less  numerous  and  zealous  than  had  been  supposed ; 
and  the  final  issue  proves  that  his  efforts  had  failed.  Indeed, 
we  have  alread}'  explained  how  the  enthusiasm  kindled  by  his 
first  appearance  must  inevitably  cool  when  he  refused  to  fol- 
low up  the  stirring  deed  with  which  he  had  begun,  and  con- 
fined himself  to  simple  preaching.  Even  zealous  followers 
were  bewildered  when  they  saw  that  he  did  not  take  a  single 
step  towards  founding  or  even  preparing  the  kingdom  of  God, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  seemed  to  be  retreating  day  by  day  fur- 
ther fh)m  the  goal  the}'  longed  so  impatientl}'  to  reach.  The 
attitude  assumed  by  the  Scribes  did  Jesus  incalculable  harm ; 
for  of  course  there  would  be  vast  numbers  of  the  Jews,  both 

1  See,  for  instance,  pp  218,  165  fi  ,  e<  teq. 
s  Matthew  xxi.  46. 
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at  Jerusalem  and  elsewhere,  who  looked  for  guidance  to  these 
venerated  leaders,  so  spi^eially  qualified  b}'  their  studies,  they 
thought,  to  form  a  judgment  in  such  matters.  Now  these 
were  the  very  men  who  opposed  Jesus  with  all  their  might, 
and  their  warnings  held  great  numbers  back.  Perhaps  he 
himself  alludes  to  this  in  his  bitter  reproach  :  "  Woe  to  you. 
Scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites  that  you  are !  for  you  shut 
men  out  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  You  will  not  enter 
yourselves,  and  prevent  and  forbid  those  that  would!" 

Let  us  now  consider  the  records  we  still  possess  of  the  en- 
counters between  Jesus  and  his  various  opponents. 

It  was  towards  the  beginning  of  his  sta^^  in  Jerusalem  that 
certain  men  came  to  him  and,  in  a  tone  at  once  confidential 
and  respectful,  asked  his  opinion  upon  a  ver}"^  important  point. 
Some  of  them  were  disciples  of  the  Pharisaic  school,  and 
therefore  bitterly  opposed  to  the  Roman  supremacy  over 
Judflea ;  others  were  Herodians,  that  is  to  say  enthusiasts 
for  the  Idumsean  dj-nasty,  who  longed  to  restore  the  kingdom 
of  Herod  the  Great :  but  all  alike  had  been  deputed  to  catch 
Jesus  in  his  words.  " Rabbi,"  they  said,  "we  know  that 
yon  always  say  exactly  what  you  think,  without  c*onsidering 
any  one ;  for  you  care  not  how  great  or  powerful  any  one 
may  be,  but  simply  preach  the  will  of  God  in  truth.  Tell  us, 
then,  what  you  tliink.  May  we  pay  tribute  to  the  Emperor 
or  not?" 

It  was  a  cunning  plot.  The  strain  of  flattery  in  which  they 
began  shows  their  drift.  They  hoped  he  would  declare  that 
any  one  who  paid  the  poll-tax,  and  so  recognized  the  Roman 
emperor  as  his  monarch,  was  infringing  on  the  rights  of  the 
Lord,  the  king  of  Ismel,  and  that  God  was  jealous  of  his 
honor  and  would  hold  the  deed  apostasy.  The  way  in  which 
Jesus  had  entered  the  city,  together  with  his  nationality  and 
tliat  of  his  followers,  gave  reason  to  hope  that  he  shared  the 
opinions  of  Judas,  the  Galileean,  on  the  point  at  issue. ^  Now 
a  popular  leader  who  taught  such  seditious  doctrines  as  this 
would  be  sure  to  be  seized  by  the  governor  and  put  to  death 
without  loss  of  time.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  declared  that 
the  tribute  must  be  paid,  that  would  do  nearly  as  well,  for  he 
would  at  once  fall  in  the  opinion  of  the  people. 

He  saw  through  their  project.  "O  h^'pocrites !  "  he 
answered,  with  undisguised  aversion,  "why  do  you  try  to 
eatch  me  thus?  Let  me  see  the  tribute  money  i "  Now  cer« 
^  Compare  pp.  89,  348. 
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tain  coins  had  been  struck  for  use  in  Judsea,  without  the 
Emperor's  head  and  with  a  simple  inscription,  on  purpose  to 
meet  the  Jewish  objection  to  images ;  but  the  coin  his  ques- 
tioners now  showed  to  Jesus  was  not  one  of  these.  It  was 
a  genuine  Roman  denarius,  representing  the  amount  of  the 
poll-tax.  This  was  probably  no  accident.  Jesus  then 
pointed  to  the  head  and  name  of  Tiberius  on  the  coin,  and 
said,  "Whose  image  and  superscription  is  this?"  "The 
Emperor's,"  the}'  answered.  "  Then  give  the  Emperor  what 
is  the  Emperor's,  and  God  what  is  God's,"  said  Jesus,  as  he 
returned  the  coin.  He  meant  to  say :  "  Since  this  coin  shows 
that  you  are  subject  to  the  Emperor  of  Rome,  accept  the 
position  and  give  him  what  is  due ;  and  then  take  care  that 
3'ou  give  to  God  what  he  has  a  right  to  expect  and  demand 
of  you.  It  is  because  jou  have  failed  in  your  duty  as  God's 
subjects  that  you  are  now  Caesar's  slaves  ;  and  as  long  as  you 
fall  short  of  your  duty  to  God  you  must  be  content  to  bear 
the  burdens  laid  on  you  by  Caesar.  It  is  repentance,  faithful 
self-consecration  to  God,  and  not  disputes  as  to  the  permis- 
sibility of  tribute,  —  still  less  resistance  to  a  well-merited 
chastisement,  —  that  must  bring  the  great  deliverance.  It 
will  not  be  your  murmuring,  but  the  coming  of  the  king- 
»lom  of  Crod,  that  will  put  an  end  to  the  supremacy  of  the 
heathen." 

The  design   was   utterly   wrecked,   and    the    questioners 
retired  in  amazement  at  such  presence  of  mind. 

Another  day  Jesus  came  early  in  the  morning  from  the 
Mount  of  Olives  *  to  the  temple,  where  the  people  whom  he 
had  dismissed  the  evening  before  drew  together  again  in  great 
numbers ;  and  he  sat  down  as  usual  to  teach  them.  Then 
there  came  a  company  of  Scribes  and  others,  well  known  for 
the  strictness  of  their  piety  and  their  religious  zeal.  It  was 
evidently  an  important  matter  that  had  brought  them  there, 
and  their  gestures  and  expressions  indicated  no  small  indigna- 
tion and  aversion,  the  object  of  which  was  a  certain  woman 
whom  they  were  dragging  with  them  in  mute  despair  to  the 
temple-court.  The  multitude  made  way  for  them  respect- 
Ailly.  In  gloomy  silence  they  placed  the  unhappy  woman 
right  opposite  Jesus  and  formed  a  semi-circle  in  front  of  him. 
Then  one  of  them  came  forward  and  explained  their  object : 
"  Rabbi,  this  woman  is  an  adulteress,  taken  in  the  very  act. 
Now  Moses  commands  in  the  Law  that  such  must  be  stoned ; 
and  we  wish  to  know  from  you  what  we  ought  to  do." 
I  See  John  viii.  1,  and  compare  p.  370. 
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There  is  a  diflBculty  here.  The  Law  does  indeed  attach 
the  penalty  of  death  to  this  offence,  but  not  specifically 
Btoniug.  Nor  is  it  quite  clear  what  these  people  were  aiming 
at,  though  they  evidently  hoped  to  find  something  in  the 
answer  upon  which  they  could  base  an  accusation.  Had 
they  heard  that  Jesus  was  very  far  from  orthodox  on  the 
subject  of  the  maiTiage  laws  ?  At  any  rate  they  knew  that 
he  had  shown  an  offensive  leniency  towards  people  of  bad 
character;  so  perhaps  they  hoped  that  by  condoning  so 
shameful  an  offence  he  would  lower  himself  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  and  appear  to  sanction  the  gi*ossest  immorality,  while 
at  the  same  time  giving  them  grounds  for  a  legal  accusation. 
However  this  ma}-  be,  Jesus  made  no  reply,  — did  not  even 
rebuke  their  malice,  —  but  bending  down  and  making  lines 
on  the  ground  with  his  finger,  as  though  he  were  thinking  of 
something  else,  left  them  to  their  own  consciences.  But  they 
did  not  feel  this  tacit  rebuke,  and  impatiently  repeated  their 
question.  Then  he  looked  up  with  a  piercing  glance  and 
said,  '^  If  any  one  of  you  is  without  sin,  let  him  cast  the  first 
stone  at  her !  "  Then  he  bent  down  again  and  made  lines  on 
the  ground  as  before.  It  was  as  much  as  to  say,  ^^  Go  on, 
and  let  the  law  take  its  course,  if  you  can  justify  yourselves 
in  doing  so.  If  an}'  of  you  can  declare  himself  free  from  all 
impurity  of  thought,  word,  or  deed,  let  him  come  forward  as 
a  witness  at  the  trial  and  the  execution."  ^ 

This  shaft  had  stnick.  The  pious  accusers  looked  down. 
Their  consciences  were  roused,  and  one  by  one  they  slunk 
away,  the  most  distinguished  first,  troubling  themselves  no 
fbrther  about  the  wretched  woman,  who  still  stood  riveted  to 
the  spot,  half  stupefied  with  remorse  and  shame.  In  a  few 
moments  Jesus  raised  his  head  again,  and  seeing  no  one  there 
but  his  own  hearers  and  the  woman,  he  said  to  the  latter, 
*'  Where  are  your  accusers  ?  Has  not  one  of  them  condemned 
you?"  "  No,  Lord  ! "  she  murmured.  '*  Neither  do  I  con- 
demn you.     Go,  and  sin  no  more ! "  said  Jesus. 

Then  would  he  have  left  every  crime  unpunished?  That 
was  not  the  question.  In  referring  the  matter  to  Jesus,  these 
men  had  removed  it  fi*om  the  court  of  civil  law  into  the  very 
different  couit  of  the  private  conscience.  Jesus  therefore 
simply  declared  that  God  was  better  served  b}'  forbearing 
pity  for  the  sinfhl  woman  than  by  the  strict  enforcing  of  the 
law.  Judged  in  the  court  of  conscience,  he  denied  that  his 
contemporaries,  who  so  shamelessly  contracted  and  dissolved 
1  Compare  D6utero&om7  zrii.  7. 
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the  marriage  tie  without  violating  the  Law,  had  any  right  to 
utter  sentence  on  the  adulteress.  It  seems  rather  improbable, 
however,  that  Jesus  should  have  found  it  so  easy  to  arouse 
the  conscience  of  these  self-righteous  devotees;  and  the 
story,  though  very  beautiful,  is  open  to  suspicion  both  on  this 
ground  and  on  those  already  hinted  at.  We  may  also  add 
that  its  origin  is  a  matter  of  doubt.  It  stands  at  present  in 
the  eighth  chapter  of  John,  but  is  certainly  out  of  place  there. 
It  evidentl}'  belongs  to  the  same  circle  of  stories  as  those  in 
the  Synoptics,  and  should  be  placed  in  the  account  of  the  last 
conflict  of  Jesus.  It  is  no  longer  possible  for  us  to  tell  why 
it  is  not  there.  For  the  various  reasons  indicated,  it  deserves 
less  confidence  than  the  other  recoi-ds  of  the  encounters  of 
Jesus  with  the  differc:  \t  parties  among  his  people  during  the 
closing  weeks  of  his  Lfe. 

In  the  cases  hitherto  examined,  the  opponents  of  Jesus 
were  intent  upon  drawing  him  into  utterances  in  conflict  with 
the  Law,  or  dangerous  to  the  public  tranquillit}-,  and  so 
involving  him  with  the  ecclesiastical  or  civil  authorities. 
But  this  was  not  always  their  object.  Sometimes  they  simply 
tried  to  drive  him  into  a  corner  and  expose  him  before  all  the 
people  by  means  of  some  insoluble  question.  A  few  examples 
of  these  questions  also  have  been  presened. 

One  daj',  for  instance,  certain  Sadducees  began  to  argue 
with  him  about  the  resurrection.  The}'  probabty  took  occa- 
sion to  do  so  from  an  address  to  the  people  in  which  he  had 
spoken  of  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  when  the  pious 
(lead  should  return  from  the  underworld  and  live  again. ^  Now 
the  worldly-minded  and  conservative  Sadducees  contemptu- 
ously rejected  the  doctrines  which  had  risen  since  the  forma- 
tion of  their  own  party,  —  such  as  the  belief  in  a  resurrection 
and  the  elaborate  doctrine  of  the  angels,*  —  especially  if  they 
had  sprung  from  the  bosom  of  the  national  party,  and  were 
fostered  b}'  the  enthusiasm  of  the  zealots,  which  was  pre- 
eminently the  case  with  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection. 
Indeed,  they  looked  with  suspicion  and  dislike  upon  the 
preaching  of  the  kingdom  of  God  in  general.  It  was  but 
seldom  that  the  Sadducees  were  among  the  hearers  of  Jesus ; 
and  this  is  perhaps  *  the  first  time  that  we  find  him  in  contact 
with  them,  except  on  the  single  occasion  of  their  demanding 


1  Compare  pp.  331,  332. 

s  Acts  xxiii.  8;  compare  p.  46. 

•  See  p.  S42. 
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his  anthority  for  what  he  did.  It  seems,  however,  that  sound 
of  them  happened  to  be  present  when  he  was  speaking  on 
this  very  question  of  the  resurrection ;  so  they  urged  a  diffi- 
culty which  had  doubtless  more  than  once  done  good  service 
against  the  Pharisees.  '*  Rabbi!"  they  said,  "you  were 
speaking  just  now  of  the  resurrection ;  but  how  will  it  be  ? 
Take  an  instance.  You  know  the  Law  of  Moses  says  that 
when  a  man  dies  childless,  his  brother  must  marry  his  widow, 
and  the  eldest  son  must  bear  the  dead  man's  name.^  Now 
there  was  once  a  family  of  seven  brothers ;  and  the  eldest 
of  them  married,  but  died  childless,  —  so  the  next  took  his 
widow ;  but  he  died  without  children  too,  and  the  widow  was 
taken  by  the  third.  And  so  it  went  on  till  all  the  seven 
brothers  had  married  her,  —  and  all  had  died  childless.  Fi- 
nally the  woman  died  herself.  Now  when  they  all  rise  again, 
whose  wife  will  she  be?  —  for  all  the  seven  were  married 
to  her ! " 

Whether  this  had  really  occurred  or  not  was  a  matter  of  no 
consequence.  It  was  possible  ;  and  that  was  enough  to  give 
the  Sadducees  a  right  to  treat  it  as  actual.  We  must  also 
concede  that  it  raised  an  unanswerable  objection  to  the  doc 
trine  of  the  resurrection  as  conceived  by  the  Jews,  —  that  is 
to  say,  as  a  renewal  under  more  favorable  circumstances  of 
the  former  life.  But  for  Jesus  the  difficulty  did  not  exist ;  for 
he  had  formed  a  far  more  spiritual  conception  of  the  new  life 
in  the  kingdom  of  God.  So  he  struck  the  broad  principle  at 
once  and  went  to  the  very  root  of  the  matter  in  his  answer,  — 
which  may  be  paraphrased  thus :  "  The  denial  of  the  resur- 
rection rests  upon  a  two- fold  misconception,  —  upon  want  of 
insight  into  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  misapprehension  of  the 
power  of  God  revealed  in  the  saints.  For  they  neither  many 
nor  are  given  in  marriage  when  they  have  risen  again,  but 
live  here  on  earth  as  the  angels  live  in  heaven :  such  is  the 
power  of  God  revealed  in  his  children.  And,  as  for  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Scriptures  about  a  new  life  following  after  death, 
have  you  never  read  the  chapter  of  the  '  Thombush,*  in  the 
books  of  Moses, ^  where  God  says,  '  I  am  the  God  of  Abra- 
ham and  the  God  of  laaac  and  the  God  of  Jacob '  ?  Now, 
surely,  He  is  the  God  of  the  living  and  not  of  the  dead ! " 

It  must  be  admitted  that  Jesus  put  a  far  deeper  and  richer 
meaning  into  the  text  he  quoted  than  it  originally  had,  but 
this  does  not  at  all  surprise  us ;  *  and,  judged  by  the  rules  of 

X  See  vol.  i.  pp.  435  fL  >  See  vol.  i.  p.  255. 

*  Compare  pp.  224  ff. 
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int<irpretation  and  style  of  argument  current  at  the  time,  his 
proof  of  immortality  was  so  complete  that  his  questioners 
were  absolutely  silenced  and  his  hearers  were  filled  with 
amazement.  He  meant,  ^^  If  God  called  himself  the  God  of 
the  patriarchs  centuries  after  they  were  dead,  we  are  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  the}*  are  not  dead  for  ever,  but  will  rise 
again.  He  is  too  great  to  be  a  God  of  lifeless  shades ;  and 
man,  whose  God  he  deigns  to  call  himself,  is  too  great  to  re- 
main a  shadow  for  eternity.  And  when  the  power  of  God 
reveals  itself  in  all  its  glory  at  the  resurrection,  relations  will 
spring  up  between  man  and  man  upon  the  renovated  earth 
so  completel}'  unlike  those  known  at  present  that  they  can 
only  fitl}'  be  compared  with  the  intercourse  of  angels."  Luke, 
the  latest  of  our  three  Evangelists,  elaborates  the  words  of 
Jesus  thus :  ^  ^^  Those  who  dwell  in  the  world  as  it  now  is 
marry  and  are  given  in  mai'riage ;  but  those  who  are  accounU*d 
worth}'  to  rise  from  the  dead  and  share  the  perfect  life  that 
shall  be  will  no  longer  marr^-  or  be  given  in  marriage.  Neither 
will  they  any  longer  be  subject  to  death,  for  they  will  be  like 
the  angels ;  and,  inasmuch  as  they  share  the  resurrection, 
they  will  have  a  portion  in  the  life  and  glorj'  of  God  himself. 
And  as  for  the  shades,  read  the  chapter  of  the  ^  Thornbush,' 
where  Grod  says,  '  I  am  the  God  of  Abraham  and  the  God  of 
Isaac  and  the  God  of  Jacob ! '  Now,  surely,  He  is  the  God 
of  the  living  and  not  of  the  dead  ;  for  in  His  eye  the  shades 
have  already  risen.**  Such  additions  to  the  words  of  Jesus 
may  well  be  justified  on  the  principle  that  the  exalted  concep- 
tions seized  and  uttered  by  him  necessarily  imply  still  more 
than  he  himself  could  see,  through  the  trammels  laid  upon 
him  by  the  current  notions  of  his  age.  If  he  expected  the 
power  of  God  to  wake  a  new  and  glorious  form  of  life  in  the 
faithful  at  the  hour  of  the  resurrection,  after  a  more  or  less 
protracted  sleep  in  death,  we  are  justified  in  going  a  step  fur- 
ther and  rising  to  the  hope  that  the  spirit  of  man,  educated 
and  hallowed  by  God  in  this  life,  will  rise  at  once  to  the 
higher  life  at  the  ver}'  moment  of  death.  If  he  thought  the 
bond  between  God  and  his  dutiful  children  too  close  to  be 
finally  loosed  by  death,  we  accept  the  thought  in  all  its  ful- 
ness, and  declare  that  not  onl}'  is  it  impossible  for  this  tie  to 
be  broken  eternally,  but  it  cannot  be  broken  for  a  moment  I 
God's  children  cannot  be  lifeless  shadows  even  for  a  time. 
In  a  word,  Jesus  was  defending  the  belief  that  we  shall  retttrn 
to  life;  but  in  doing  so  he  laid  the  firm  foundation  for  the 
hope  that  we  shall  neter  die. 

1  Luke  XX.  31-3S. 
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There  were  probably  certain  Pharisees  present  at  this  en- 
counter ;  and  in  any  case  it  soon  came  to  their  ears  that  Jesus 
had  silenced  their  opponents  on  the  very  point  upon  which 
they  had  so  oflen  disputed  with  them.  Under  other  circum- 
stances this  would  have  given  them  great  delight ;  but,  since 
they  were  just  now  combining  with  their  natural  enemies 
against  this  formidable  rival,  they  found  small  satisfaction 
in  their  discomfiture.  They  laid  their  heads  together,  and 
one  of  them  who  was  deepl}'  read  in  the  Law  took  occasion, 
probabl}'  by  the  Master's  teaching  on  some  other  day,  to  ask 
him  a  test  question  otlen  discussed  in  the  rabbinical  schools : 
'*  Rabbi,  which  is  the  first  commandment  in  the  Law?" 
Without  reserve  or  ambiguity  Jesus  answered,  ''  '  Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  and  soul  and 
sense.'  ^  This  is  the  first  great  commandment.  And  the 
second  is  like  it,  and  is  this :  '  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor 
as  th3'self.'  '^  On  these  two  coimnandments  all  the  Law  and 
the  Prophets  are  built." 

Luke  does  not  mention  this  conversation  here,'  but  makes 
the  Scribes  applaud  Jesus  for  having  refuted  the  Sadducees. 
In  this  he  follows  Mark,  who  represents  the  questioner  as 
coming  to  Jesus  without  any  sinister  design  whatever,  and 
testifying  to  his  complete  agreement  with  him  by  enthusi- 
astically repeating  his  answer:  "Yes,  Rabbi!  it  is  true. 
The  Lord  our  God  is  the  one  Lord,*  and  there  is  no  God  but 
He  ;  and  to  love  Him  with  all  the  heart  and  mind  and  strength, 
and  to  love  one's  neighbor  as  one's  self,  is  more  than  any 
sacrifice  or  burnt  offering."  Then  Jesus,  on  his  side,  testifies 
to  the  Scribe's  true  insight  in  the  words,  ''You  are  not 
far  from  the  kingdom  of  God." 

Whatever  we  may  think  of  these  divergences  they  do  not 
touch  the  essence  of  the  matter,  which  is  the  conjunction  by 
Jesus  of  these  two  verses  from  the  fifth  and  the  third  book 
of  Moses.  This  is  far  more  than  a  lucky  hit.  Jesus  uttered 
his  whole  soul  in  it.  With  good  cause  has  Christendom 
devoted  its  special  attention  to  these  words,  and  attached  the 
utmost  value  to  them.  They  tell  us  what  Jesus  held  to  be 
the  essence  of  religion,  for  we  must  not  suppose  that  he  was 
summing  up  the  Israelitish  religion  in  distinction  from  his 
own.  In  tlie  first  place  he  never  recognized  any  such  dis- 
tinction ;  for  we  know  that,  in  his  attack  upon  the  conception 
of  piety  current  in  his  own  generation,  he  regarded  himself 

1  Deut«T<r)Tioiny  vi.  5.  ^  Leviticos  xix.  lA. 

•  See  pp.  298-^1.  «  Deuteronomy  vi.  4. 
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as  at  one  with  Moses  and  the  prophets.  And,  besides  this, 
God,  whom  he  would  have  man  love  with  all  his  being,  is  no 
longer  really  Israel's  Yahweh ;  nor  is  a  man's  neighbor  any 
longer  his  fellow-countryman  and  fellow-believer  only:  so 
that  Jesus,  in  point  of  fact,  is  not  summing  up  the  old 
Israelite  religion,  but  the  new  religion  that  had  grown  out  of 
it  under  his  own  vivifj'ing  touch. ^  Finally',  remember  that 
^^  these  two  commandments"  do  not  stand  over  against  each 
other  as  essentially  distinct.  Jesus  would  have  us  love  our 
neighbors  and  ourselves  for  God's  sake,  and  as  children  of 
God ;  or,  in  other  words,  he  would  have  us  love  God  in  our 
neighbor  and  ourself.  Without  intending  it,  Jesus  sketches 
in  these  two  strokes  his  own  individuality  and  his  own  life. 

We  have  now  seen  Jesus  attacked  and  put  to  the  test  again 
and  again,  and  have  had  .ample  occasion  to  admire  the  clear- 
ness of  insight  and  presence  of  mind  whiqh  invariably'  gave 
him  a  ready  answer  and  enabled  him  triumphantly  to  maintain 
the  position  he  had  taken.  Na}',  the  attempts  to  injure  him 
have  but  served  to  throw  an  ever  stronger  light  upon  his 
religious  and  moral  greatness,  and  have  therefore  taught  us  to 
understand  him  better  and  to  reverence  him  more. 


Chafteb  XXXI. 

JESUS  TAKES  THE  AGGRESSIVE. 

Matthew  XXU.  41-46,  XXIII,  1-7,  16-28;   Luke  XI.  62,  47,  48,  XX. 
47,  XVI.  1^-81 ;  Mark  XII.  1-12,  XIV.  1,  2.2 

•* 

HITHERTO  we  have  only  seen  Jesus  defending  himself 
against  the  plots  of  his  enemies.  But  gradually  a 
change  took  place,  and  those  who  had  at  first  thrown  them- 
selves in  his  way  with  overweening  confidence  now  drew  back. 
They  were  no  match  for  him.  His  controversial  triumph  was 
complete.  No  one,  we  are  told,  dared  question  him  further, 
and  we  have  no  more  records  of  his  opponents  intentionally 
drawing  him  into  disputes.      Upon  this  Jesus  changed  his 

1  Compare  pp.  228  ff.,  220  fE. 

3  Matthew  xxiii.  13, 29-32,  xxi.  33-46,  xxvi.  3-d;  Mark  xii.  34  b-40  ;  Lukf 
XX.  40-46,  xi.  88-46,  xx.  9-19,  xxiL  1,  2. 
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own  attitude  and  took  the  offensive.  A  few  s^tccimena  of  his 
attacks  are  preserved. 

^^  How  can  the  Scribes  say  that  the  Messiah  is  David's 
son?"  he  once  exclaimed  in  the  temple,  before  a  crowd  of 
hearers.  '^  For  David  himself,  speaking  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
declares,  *  The  Lord  said  to  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  at  my  right 
hand  till  I  have  cast  thine  enemies  beneath  thy  feet ! '  l<^ow 
if  David  himself  calls  him  ^  Lord,'  how  can  he  be  his  own 
son?'' 

It  is  true  that  Psalm  ex.,  the  opening  lines  of  which  are 
quoted  by  Jesus  as  sacred  or  inspired  Scripture,  was  not 
composed  by  David  and  does  not  c*ontain  any  words  addressed 
to  the  Messiah;  but  this  raises  no  real  difficulty,  for  both 
Jesus  and  his  contemporaries  accepted  the  Davidic  author- 
ship and  Messianic  significance  of  the  psalm  upon  which  the 
argument  is  built,  without  the  least  reserve.  The  bearing  of 
the  ai^ument  itself,  however,  is  far  Arom  clear.  Is  it  possible 
that  the  foes  of  Jesus  had  heard  of  his  pretensions  to  being 
the  Messiah ;  that  they  had  attempted  to  disarm  them  by 
reminding  the  people  that  he  was  not  a  descendant  of  David, 
and  that  Jesus  therefore  wished  to  show  that  the  Messiah 
was  not  a  son  of  David  at  all  ?  Or  did  he  simply  intend  to 
point  out  that  the  Scriptures  themselves  represented  the 
assumed  Davidic  origin  of  the  Messiah  as  a  matter  of  no  mo- 
ment, since  the  founder  of  the  kingdom  of  God  had  a  higher 
title  than  that  of  Son  of  David  ?  This  is  the  sense  in  which  the 
first  Evangelist  appears  to  have  understood  him.  He  makes 
Jesus  say  to  the  assembled  Pharisees,  "  What  do  30U  think 
about  the  Messiah?  Whose  son  is  he?"  They  answer  un- 
hesitatingly, "  David's."  And  Jesus  then  refers  them  to  the 
verses  of  the  psalm  already  quoted,  and  concludes :  "If 
David  calls  him  '  Lord,'  how  can  he  be  his  son  ? "  In  any 
case  these  words  distinctly  implied  that  Jesus  did  not  conceive 
of  the  Messiah  as  a  king  after  the  model  of  David. 

Hostility  ran  ever  higher.  Jesus  did  not  shrink  fi'om 
openly  attacking  his  opponents  and  exposing  them  before  the 
people.  The  Scribes,  who  gave  the  whole  Pharisaic  school 
its  tone,  incun*ed  his  special  indignation.  What  must  the 
people  have  thought  of  the  sentence  they  heard  him  utter 
upon  their  pious  leaders  at  the  very  focus  of  Jewish  ortho- 
doxy and  headquarters  of  formalism !  We  have  already 
had  <ipecial  occasion  ^  to  give  a  few  specimens  of  his  preach- 
1  See  pp.  375  ff.,  and  p.  299. 
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ing  against  the  Pharisees,  but  we  will  now  repeat  them  in  the 
characteristic  though  less  original  form  in  which  they  appear 
in  Luke :  — 

*'Woe  to  3'ou,  learned  ones  in  the  Law!  for  you  have 
taken  away  the  key  of  knowledge.  You  stay  outside  your- 
selves, and  keep  out  those  that  try  to  enter.  Woe  to  3-ou ! 
for  you  build  the  tombs  of  the  prophets,  and  your  fathers 
murdered  them.  Thus  do  you  testify  your  approval  of  your 
fathers*  deeds ;  for  they  committed  the  murder,  and  j  ou 
perpetuate  its  memory  !  " 

Jesus  also  made  a  fierce  onslaught  upon  the  scholastic  hair- 
splitting that  trod  true  holiness  in  the  dust  and  unmanned 
the  conscience.  A  melancholy  instance  was  furnished  by  the 
opinions  of  the  »Scribcs  on  the  subject  of  oaths.  We  know 
what  Jesus  himself  thought  about  them,*  and  can  therefore 
understand  his  indignation  against  all  the  subterfuges  and 
qualifications  of  the  schools.  "Woe  to  you,  blind  guides! 
for  you  say,  '  If  a  man  swears  b}-  the  temple,  it  is  nothing; 
but  if  he  swears  by  the  gold  of  the  temple,  it  is  binding/ 
P'ools  and  blind !  Is  the  gold  more  than  the  temple  which 
makes  it  sacred?  Or  again  :  '  If  a  man  swears  by  the, altar, 
it  is  nothing;  but  if  he  swears  by  the  sacrifice  upon  the 
altar,  he  must  keep  his  oath.'  Blind  that  you  are !  Is  the 
sacrifice  more  than  the  altar  that  makes  it  saci-ed?  I  tell 
50U,  whoever  swears  by  the  altar  swears  by  all  that  is  on  it 
too ;  and  whoever  swears  by  the  temple  swears  by  Him  who 
dwells  in  it ;  and  whoever  swears  by  heaven  swears  b}'  the 
throne  of  God  and  b}*  Him  who  sits  upon  it." 

In  the  same  way  he  mercilessly  scoui^es  the  pitiful  formal- 
ism so  scrupulously  anxious  about  trifles,  and  yet  so  wide  of 
swallow  with  regard  to  veritable  sins.  '*  Woe  to  you,  Scribes 
and  Pharisees,  hypocrites  that  3'ou  are !  for  you  take  care 
that  the  tithes  of  mint  and  anise  and  cummin  are  dul}*  paid, 
but  neglect  the  weightier  matters  of  the  Law,  — justice,  mercjs 
and  integrity.  In  observing  the  one  how  dare  you  to  neglect 
the  other?  BUnd  guides  that  3'OU  are!  straining  out  gnats 
and  swallowing  camels!  Woe  to  30U,  Scribes  and  Phari- 
sees, hypocrites!  for  you  cleanse  the  .outside  of  cup  and 
platter,  but  the  inside  is  full  of  plunder  and  license.  Blind 
Pharisee  !  first  clean  the  inside  of  the  cup,  and  then  the  out- 
side will  be  clean  also.  Woe  to  you.  Scribes  and  Pharisees, 
hypocrites  that  you  are !  30U  are  like  so  many  whitewashed 
graves  that  seem  all  pure  outside,  but  are  fuU  of  dead  men's 

1  See  pp.  226,  227. 
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tx)nes  and  all  uncleanness  within.  So  do  3'oa  seem  nghteous 
externally,  but  within  are  full  of  hypocrisy  and  evasion  of  the 
Law." 

We  may  note  that  this  denunciation  deals  throughout  with 
the  question  of  cleanness.^  It  begins  by  referring  to  the 
scrupulous  piet}'  that  would  not  for  the  world  make  use  of 
the  smallest  garden  herbs  without  first  making  sure  that  the 
tithes,  though  of  hardly  an}-  value,  had  been  dul}-  paid ;  for 
otherwise  the}'  would  be  unclean  and  would  pollute  all  those 
that  used  them.  The  conclusion  alludes  to  the  custom  of  the 
people  of  Jerusalem  of  whitewashing  the  tombs  every  year  a 
month  before  Passover.  The  object  was  to  warn  the  trav- 
ellers not  to  come  too  near  these  unclean  places  ;  and  just  so 
the  ostentatious  displa}-  of  cleanness  on  the  part  of  the  Phar- 
isees seemed  to  Jesus  like  a  warning  that  all  manner  of  wick- 
edness lay  c*oncealed  behind  it.  Luke  did  not  undei-stand 
the  reference,  and  lost  the  point  by  turning  the  saying  thus : 
"  Woe  to  you  !  for  you  are  like  hidden  graves  that  men  may 
walk  upon  unwittinglj*." 

But  this  does  not  affect  the  essential  point.  "What  a 
sweeping  condemnation  !  "  we  are  tempted  to  exclaim.  But 
remember  that  these  words  were  uttered  at  Jerusalem  ;  and,  to 
understand  the  change  that  had  come  over  the  Master's  feel- 
ings with  regard  to  Pharisaism,  we  must  bear  in  mind  not  only 
the  growing  hostility  on  either  side,  but  the  fact  that  here  in 
the  City  of  the  Temple  orthodoxy  was  driven  to  its  extremest 
consequences  and  appeared  in  all  its  accursed  moral  sterility. 
Indeed,  there  was  a  Jewish  proverb  to  the  effect  that  nine 
out  of  every  ten  hypocrites  in  the  world  might  be  found  at 
Jerusalem.  Even  in  Galilee  Jesus  might  have  said,  as  he 
did  now  before  all  the  people  in  Jenisalem,  *'  Beware  of  the 
Scribes,  who  take  such  delight  in  pacing  along  the  streets  in 
their  long  gowns,  in  receiving  the  respectful  salutation  of 
*  Rabbi '  in  the  market  place,  in  taking  the  front  seats  in  the 
synagogues,  and  reclining  in  the  best  places  at  suppers! 
They  do  all  their  pious  deeds  in  the  hope  of  being  seen. 
Look  how  broad  the}-  make  the  ribbons  written  over  with 
texts  that  they  bind  round  their  brows  and  their  left  arms 
when  the}'  pray,  and  how  deep  the  fringes  of  their  mantles 
are  !  "  '^  But  it  was  only  here  in  Jerusalem,  at  the  very  centre 
of  Judaism,  where  the  fatal  principles  of  formalism  had  so 
long  spread  unchecked  in  rank  luxuriance,  it  was  onlj-  here 
that  he  could  fairly  reproach  the  Pharisees  in  such  words  as 
1  Compare  pp.  276,  277.  *  See  p.  2S0, 
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these :  ^'  The}'  bind  heavy  burdens  that  none  can  bear,  and 
lay  them  upon  men's  shoulders ;  but  they  themselves  will  not 
touch  them  with  their  little  fingers !  They  devour  widows* 
houses,  and  make  long  prayers  to  save  appearances.  All 
the  heavier  is  the  judgment  they  are  bringing  down  upon 
their  heads  !  "  It  need  not  surprise  us  to  hear  all  this.  Out- 
ward piety  too  often  leads  to  formalism,  and  formalism  U> 
hypocrisy. 

We  must  here  observe  that  the  several  denunciationa  of 
the  Pharisees,  and  more  especially  of  the  Scribes  and  lawyers, 
have  not  come  down  to  us  in  their  original  form  and  connec- 
tion. Luke,  for  instance,  represents  the  greater  part  of  them 
as  uttered  on  the  journey,  and  moreover  in  the  house  of  a 
Pharisee  who  was  entertaining  Jesus. ^  Nothing  could  be 
more  inappropriate  than  this.  Luke's  Ebionite  authority 
makes  Jesus,  after  declaring  that  the  contents  of  the  cup  and 
platter  were  acquired  by  injustice  and  avarice,  add  the  words, 
^' Ah,  fools!  Did  not  He  who  made  the  outside  make  the 
inside  too  ?  Then  give  away  that  which  is  inside  in  alms, 
and  behold  it  will  all  be  dean  for  you !  " 

The  first  Gospel,  though  it  only  gives  a  few  specimens  of 
the  preaching  of  Jesus  at  Jerusalem  against  the  popular 
leaders,  is  fuller  than  either  of  the  others ;  but  to  say  noth- 
ing of  its  stringing  together  sayings  which  were  uttered  upou 
different  days  and  upon  different  occasions,  and  taking  up 
fragments  that  are  quite  out  of  place,  it  introduces  the  whole 
wi^  the  following  words,  which  certainl}'  rose  in  Jewish- 
Christian  drcles,  and  are  absolutel}'  opposed  to  what  Jesus 
meant:  ^^The  Scribes  and  Pharisees  have  sat  down  upon 
the  seat  of  Moses ;  therefore,  whatever  they  tell  30U,  observe 
and  do  it ;  but  do  not  imitate  their  deeds,  for  their  precepts 
are  fair  while  their  lives  are  foul."  Observe  and  do  what  they 
command!  As  if  this  were  not  in  absolute  contradiction 
with  what  follows !  As  if  Jesus  had  not  come  to  Jerusalem 
for  the  very  purpose  of  breaking  their  yoke  ! 

And  here  we  ma}'  naturally  ask  whether  there  are  no 
threats  or  denunciations  launched  by  Jesus  against  the  party 
of  the  Sadducees.  The  third  Gospel  does  indeed  contain  a 
picture  which  strongly  reminds  us  of  the  haughty  and  osten- 
tatious priestly  nobility,  with  its  selfish  neglect  and  contempt 
of  the  lower  classes.  We  will  reproduce  it  here ;  for  if  any 
of  its  lines  were  drawn  by  the  hand  of  Jesus,  it  can  only  have 

1  See  p.  244. 
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been  at  this  period.  We  must  premise,  however,  that  the 
story  in  which  it  is  embodied  cannot  possibly  be  genuine  as 
a  whole.     It  is  known  as  '^  the  rich  man  and  Lazai*us." 

Once  there  was  a  rich  man  who  was  clothed  in  the  costliest 
robes,  —  a  cloak  of  pnrple  wool  and  an  under  garment  of  fine 
Egyptian  linen, — and  who  fared  sumptuously  every  day. 
At  the  portico  of  his  noble  mansion  there  lay  a  wretched 
beggar  of  the  name  of  Lazarus,  all  covered  with  sores,  glad 
if  he  might  satisfy  his  hunger  with  the  fragments  that  fell 
from  the  rich  man's  table ;  and  even  these  he  must  share 
with  the  dogs  of  the  street  that  came  running  up  when  the 
broken  meats  were  thrown  out.  Nay,  —  lowest  depth  of 
humiliation !  — these  dogs  would  come  and  lick  his  wounds, 
BO  familiar  had  they  grown  with  him.  Thus  for  a  while  he 
lived  the  life  of  a  dog,  and  then  he  died  ;  but,  as  he  breathed 
his  last,  the  angels  came  and  bore  him  to  the  paradise  in  the 
underworld,  to  lay  him  in  the  bosom  of  Abraham,  in  a  place 
of  honor  at  the  feast  of  the  provisionally  blessed.  And  into 
the  sumptuous  hall  Death  likewise  came  and  snatched  the 
owner  of  the  palace  ft'om  the  midst  of  his  abundance  and 
enjoyment ;  but  he,  while  the  last  honors  were  being  paid 
him  upon  earth  with  lavish  care,  while  his  corpse  was  being 
richly  embalmed  and  laid  in  earth  as  befitted  his  high  rank, 
went  down  into  the  regions  of  death,  to  the  fire  of  Gehenna. 
Here  as  he  lay,  tortured  with  unutterable  pain,  he  raised  his 
eyes  and  saw  far  off  the  feast  of  the  Father  of  the  Faithful, 
reclining  on  whose  couch  he  discerned  the  man  who  had  once 
been  a  beggar  at  his  gate.  Then  he  could  not  restrain  the 
prayer  for  a  moment's  respite.  "Father  Abraham!"  he 
cried,  "  have  pity  on  me,  and  let  Lazarus  come  here  to  dip 
.  the  tip  of  his  finger  in  the  water  and  cool  my  tongue,  for  I 
am  tortured  in  these  fiames."  But  not  even  this  could  be 
granted  him.  ''Child!"  answered  Abraham,  "remember 
^at  you  received  your  full  share  of  blessings  in  your  life, 
and  Lazarus  nothing  but  misery ;  and,  therefore,  he  is  now 
received  here  with  a  loving  welcome,  while  you  are  in  torture. 
And,  besides  all  this,  there  is  a  deep  chasm  gaping  wide 
between  us  which  none  could  pass,  how  great  soever  his, 
desire,  either  from  us  to  you  or  iY'om  you  to  us."  The 
wretched  man  now  saw  that  there  was  no  more  hope  for  him ; 
but  he  had  still  a  petition  left :  "  Then,  father  1  send  him  to 
my  kindred,  for  I  have  still  five  brothers ;  and  let  him  urge 
them  to  beware  lest  they,  too,  come  into  this  place  of  U>r- 
ment."    But  even  this  request  was  refused,  not  as  impossi* 
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ble,  but  Hs  useless.  "  They  have  Moses  and  the  Prophets. 
Let  them  listen  to  them/'  said  Abraham.  But  the  other, 
remembering  only  too  well  how  he  had  known  the  Scriptures 
himself,  but  had  scattered  their  warnings  to  the  winds,  made 
one  last  appeal :  '*  Nay,  but  Father  Abraham,  if  a  man  were 
to  rise  from  the  realms  of  the  dead,  then  they  would  repent." 
The  hope  was  vain,  and  the  appeal  was  therefore  bootless. 
*'  If  they  will  not  listen  tc  Moses  and  the  Prophets,"  said  the 
patriarch  in  conclusion,  "they  would  not  be  convinced 
though  one  should  rise  from  the  dead." 

This  is  unquestionably  a  composite  story.  Luke  appears 
to  have  had  in  view  the  heathen  world  shut  out  from  every 
hope  and  blessing  in  contrast  to  the  privileged  but  pitiless 
Jews ;  but  this  cannot  have  been  the  original  significance  of 
Lazarus  and  the  rich  man.  And  even  apart  from  the  modifi- 
cations introduced  by  the  Evangelist  in  accordance  with  his 
own  conception,  the  story  is  evidently  not  a  single  whole. 
The  latter  part,  perhaps  from  "  and  besides  all  this,"  is  an 
addition ;  and  in  any  case  the  request  that  Lazarus  may  be 
sent  to  earth  and  all  that  follows  it  has  no  connection  with 
what  goes  before.  If  we  go  on  to  ask  the  meaning  of  the 
whole  and  of  the  separate  details,  we  have  no  diflacult}',  to  be- 
gin with,  in  recognizing  a  very  marked  Ebionite  spirit.  The 
rich  man  is  accused  of  nothing  but  spending  his  treasures  foi 
his  own  enjojTnent.  There  is  not  so  much  as  a  hint  that  he 
was  irreligious  or  unfeeling.  And  Lazarus  tastes  the  joys  of 
paradise  not  for  his  piety,  but  simply  as  a  compensation  for  his 
misery  upon  earth.  Nor  does  the  repentance  which  the  Law 
and  Prophets  should  produce  mean  any  thing  else  than  the 
distribution  of  all  one's  wealtli  in  alms.^  Equally  obvious  is 
the  concluding  blow  at  the  unbelief  of  the  Jewish  aristocracy 
which  would  not  even  yield  to  the  preaching  of  the  resurrec- 
tion of  Jesus  from  the  dead.*^  Yet  another  proof  of  the  late 
origin  of  the  parable  is  the  representation  of  a  state  of  pro- 
visional compensation  in  the  shadow-land  before  the  resur- 
rection. Such  a  conception  was  certainly  foreign  to  Jesus 
himself. 

This  is  the  only  parable  in  which  a  proper  name  occurs ; 
and  this  point  has  naturally  given  rise  to  no  little  speculation. 
PerhapF  the  name  Lazarus,  which  is  the  same  as  Eleazar,  is 
me]*ely  symbolical,  and  should  be  taken  in  its  original  signifi- 
cation as  **Grod-help."     Perhaps,  too,  the  beggar  is  called 

1  Luke  vi.  94,  xvi.  9,  11,  xi.  41. 
«  Acts  iv.  1  ff.,  23,  V.  17. 
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after  Abraham's  servant,*  who  had  become  the  type  of  the 
faithfal  slave,  the  virtuoas  member  of  the  lower  classes.  If 
so,  Lazarus  perhaps  represents  the  humbler  classes  in  gen- 
eral, regarded  of  course  in  the  most  favorable  possible  light. 
In  that  case  it  is  exceedingly'  possible  that  the  rich  man  rep- 
resents the  distinguished  and  luxurious  priestly  order.  The 
Jewish  tradition  tells  of  the  gold  and  silver  dinner-services  of 
the  Sadducees ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  they  troubled  them- 
selves very  little  about  the  common  people,  and  placed  them 
almost  on  a  level  with  the  heathen.  The  dogs,  which  were 
not  domestic  animals  but  were  loathed  as  unclean  beasts, 
certainly  represent  the  heathen.  Finally,  one  might  be 
tempted  to  find  in  the  five  brothers  of  the  rich  man  a  refer- 
ence to  the  most  distinguished  of  the  high-priestly  families, 
namely  that  of  Annas ;  for  Josephus  tells  us  that  this  man 
was  pronounced  the  most  enviable  of  mortals  because,  after 
fiUing  the  office  of  high  priest  for  many  j'ears  himself,  he  sub- 
sequently saw  it  held  by  each  of  his  five  sons.  Meanwhile  we 
must  leave  it  uncertain  how  far  this  parable  ma}*  be  founded 
upon  some  saying  or  description  of  Jesus,  some  reproach  he 
hurled  at  the  Sadducees,  or  some  threat  that  the  position  of 
things  should  one  day  be  reversed. 

The  tension  had  gradually  reached  its  height.  We  possess 
a  clear  indication  of  this  in  a  parable,  most  likely  due  to  Jesus 
himself,  placed  by  all  three  Evangelists  in  this  period,  and 
characterizing  the  last  hours  of  the  conflict  with  the  over- 
powering foe.  We  must  picture  Jesus  in  the  temple,  shortly 
before  he  leil  it  for  the  last  time,  speaking  in  the  hearing  not 
only  of  the  multitudes  but  of  several  of  the  high  priests  and 
Scribes,  who  had  lately  given  up  all  attempts  to  conceal  their 
anger  and  aversion.  It  was  an  imitation  of  a  denunciation 
by  the  prophet  Isaiah,'  which  he  began  in  sombre  tones  as 
follows :  — 

A  certain  man  planted  a  vineyard,  set  a  hedge  round  it, 
sunk  a  wine-press,  and  buUt  a  watch-tower ;  and  when  every 
thing  was  complete  let  out  the  vineyard  to  a  companj'  of  hus- 
bandmen for  a  stated  portion  of  the  produce,  and  went  him- 
self into  a  foreign  land.  So  when  the  grape  harvest  had  come, 
he  sent  one  of  his  servants  to  his  tenants  to  receive  his  share 
of  the  ft*uits.  But  the  tenants  seized  the  servant  and  beat 
him  and  sent  him  back  empty-handed.  Then  the  owner  sent 
another  servant,  but  they  wounded  him  in  the  head  and  mal' 
1  See  vol.  I  pp.  15&-16L  <  See  vol.  H.  p.  851. 
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treated  bim  shamefully.  Still  he  sent  another,  but  they  killed 
him.  Then  he  sent  many  more,  but  they  maltreated  some 
and  killed  others.  His  forbearance  was  not  yet  exhausted, 
and  at  last  he  sent  his  son  ;  for  he  thought  ^^  at  least  they  will 
respect  my  son."  But  when  the  husbandmen  saw  him,  they 
said  to  each  other,  '^  There  is  the  heir !  Let  us  kill  him  and 
keep  his  heritage  ourselves."  So  they  seized  him,  and  dragged 
him  outside  the  vineyard,  and  slew  him. 

After  a  moment's  pause,  Jesus  went  on  with  an  emphasis 
that  could  not  be  mistaken :  '^  Now  when  the  master  of  the 
vineyard  returns,  what  will  he  do  to  the  husbandmen?  He 
will  put  those  wretches  to  the  death  that  they  deserve,  and 
give  the  vineyard  to  others  whq  will  bring  him  the  fruits  in 
due  season."  After  another  moment's  pause  he  concluded: 
"Have  you  never  read  that  passage  of  the  scripture,^  'The 
stone  which  the  builders  rejected  is  made  the  chief  corner- 
stone ;  it  was  the  Lord  that  made  it  so,  and  it  is  wonderful 
in  our  eyes'?" 

So  we  read  in  all  three  Gospels,  with  only  unimportant 
variations.  But  Matthew  and  Luke  have  each  of  them  a  few 
words  more ;  the  latter,^  following  up  the  metaphor  of  the 
stone,  says :  "  Whoever  falls  on  tMs  stone  shall  be  broken, 
out  on  whomsoever  it  falls  it  shall  dash  him  to  pieces;" 
the  former,  interpreting  the  story  itself,  adds :  "  Therefore  I 
tell  you  that  the  kingdom  of  God  shall  be  taken  away  from 
you  and  given  to  a  people  that  brings  forth  its  fruits."  Both 
of  these  sayings  may  very  well  be  genuine,  though  the  last 
of  them  is  out  of  place.  They  both  of  them  illustrate  the 
thought  of  the  discourse,  if  it  needs  any  further  illustration.' 
Jesus  sketches  with  moving  and  startling  distinctness  God's 
rule  over  Israel,  who  has  cast  his  warnings  to  the  wind,  who 
has  maltreated  and  slaui  the  prophets  in  times  past,  and  is  on 
the  point  of  laying  murderous  hands  upon  the  Messiah  now ; 
together  with  the  certainty  of  the  approaching  judgment  now 
that  the  last  effort  has  failed.  In  conclusion,  he  foreshadows 
in  a  single  breath  his  own  rejection  and  exaltation,  with  the 
assurance  that  the  guilt  of  men  cannot  really  thwart  the  pur- 
pose of  God  to  raise  the  new  Temple  of  which  he,  the  Mes- 
siah, will  be  as  it  were  the  foundation.  Meanwhile  we  have 
never  heard  such  gloomy  words  ^from  him  before ;  and  this  is 
not  surprising,  for  now  that  the  contest  is  as  good  as  over, 

1  Psalm  cxviii.  22,  23. 

'  Matthew  xxi.  44  is  not  genuine. 

•  Compare  pp.  297,  298. 
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the  tone  of  deliberate  announcement  naturally  takes  the  place 
of  menacing  appeal. 

There  still  remain  two  points  for  our  consideration.  The 
Evangelists  place  this  parable  immediately  after  the  conrersa- 
tion  about  the  authority  of  Jesus  and  the  baptism  of  John.^ 
Now,  the  connection  of  thought,  "You  who  have  rejected 
John,  the  last  of  the  prophets,  will  lay  hands  upon  me  also," 
is  very  marked,  and  in  so  far  the  arrangement  is  a  good  one. 
But,  for  all  that,  the  parable  is  certainly  out  of  place  at  the 
commencement  of  the  work  of  Jesus  in  Jerusalem.  How 
could  the  courteous  forms  of  address  and  controversy  we  have 
witnessed  be  possible  after  the  utterance  of  such  a  sentence  ? 
And  at  that  early  period  it  would  have  been  a  needlessly  ex- 
asperating defiance,  and  would  not  even  have  been  true,  for 
no  definite  determination!  had  as  ^^et  been  reached  to  make 
away  with  Jesus.  And  since  this  parable  is  clearly  the  last 
public  utterance  of  the  Master  in  the  hearing  of  his  enemies, 
it  is  exceedingly  noteworthy  that  it  contains  the  first  distinct 
assertion  he  ever  made  before  them  of  the  significance  of  his 
person  and  his  office.  Here  he  ranks  himself  above  the 
prophets,  and  speaks. of  himself  as  the  corner-stone  of  the 
edifice  of  God.  He  exclaims  to  them,  as  it  were,  "  However 
obstinately  you  refuse  to  recognize  me,  I  am  the  man  —  I 
declare  it  plainly  —  who  is  to  found  the  kingdom  of  God." 

And  this  brings  us  to  our  second  observation.  The  Gos- 
pels are  more  or  less  uncertain  as  to  whether  the  parable  re- 
fers to  the  people  of  Israel  or  to  their  leaders,  the  Scribes 
and  High  Priests.  The  fact  is  that  though  there  were  many 
of  the  common  people  who  took  the  side  of  Jesus,  with  or 
without  hesitation,  yet  on  the  whole  the  leaders  had  Israel 
as  a  people  with  them.  But  for  that  very  reason,  although 
the  historical  interpretation  and  the  comparison  of  other 
passages  in  which  the  metaphor  of  the  vineyaixl  appears 
compel  us  to  think  of  Israel  as  a  whole,  yet  the  parable  is 
aimed  in  the  first  instance  and  almost  exclusively  against 
the  leaders.  They  are  the  builders  who  reject  the  stone ;  it 
is  they  who  are  determined  to  keep  the  inheritance ;  that  is 
to  say,  to  maintain  their  infiuence  and  supremacy,  cost  what 
it  may.  When  the  kingdom  of  God  is  given  to  a  new  people 
of  the  Lord,  recruited  from  the  common  herd  of  Israel,  from 
sinners  and  from  heathen,  —  then  the  leaders  who  have 
dashed  themselves  against  this  stone  will  pay  a  fearful 
penalty ! 

1  See  pp.  371,  372. 
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We  may  therefore  well  believe  that  after  this  parable  had 
been  uttered  the  authorities  endeavored  to  laj-  hold  of  Jesus, 
and  were  only  restrained  from  instantly  taking  active  meas- 
ures  because  they  feared  a  rising  of  the  people  who  held 
Jesus  for  a  prophet,  or  at  least  apprehended  a  violent  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  his  followers.  The^'  were  only  restrained 
for  the  moment !  Jesus  had  not  spoken  of  the  murderous 
thoughts  of  the  husbandmen  without  good  cause.  His  sen- 
tence was  already  as  good  as  passed. 

According  to  the  first  two  Gospels  it  was  on  Thursday 
evening,  the  twelfth  of  Nisan,  two  nights  and  da3'8  before 
the  Passover  began,  that  a  meeting  of  members  of  the  San- 
hedrim was  held  at  the  house  of  tlie  Higli  Priest  Caiaphas,  to 
consider  how  best  to  get  hold  of  the  Nazarene  and  make 
away  with  him.  It  was  determined,  in  the  first  place,  not 
to  seize  him  publicl}',  but  to  snatch  him  away  in  secr(»t ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  to  wait  till  the  festival  was  over,  for  if 
any  thing  were  attempted  during  the  excitement  of  tlie  feast, 
it  might  give  rise  to  disturbances  of  which  it  was  impossible 
to  foresee  the  issue.  This  would  defer  all  active  measures  for 
a  full  week ;  but  Jesiia  would  probably  remain  in  Jenisalem 
as  long  as  that,  and  if  he  did  not  he  could  be  pursued.  By 
that  time  the  strangers,  including  the  Galilseans,  would  be 
gone,  and  most  of  the  followers  of  Jesus  with  them.  Any 
who  might  still  remain  would  be  too  few  in  number  to  be 
formidable,  especially  when  once  the  feast  was  well  over; 
and  as  to  the  people  of  Jenisalem,  they  had  remained 
throughout  either  hostile  or  indifferent  to  the  Galilsean  leader, 
and  caused  his  enemies  no  imeasiness  whatever. 

To  this  it  must  inevitably  come.  The  parable  of  the  hus- 
bandmen was  hard  upon  its  fulfilment.  The  conflict  was  a( 
tia  end,  —  and  the  end  was  what  Jesus  had  expected. 
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Chaftbb  xxxn. 

JESUS    AMONG    FBIBND8. 

LuKB  XXI.  1-4,  XVI.  1-9,  11,  12,  14;  Matthbw  X.  41,  42,  16-28, 
XXni.  &-12,  34-30,  XXI.  1&-20,  XXIV.  1-8  ffi,  42-61,  XXV.  1-18, 
XXVI.  1,  2,  6-18.1 

HITHERTO  we  have  seen  Jesus  at  Jerusalem  almost 
exclusively  confix>nted  with  his  enemies.  But  now 
that  we  have  traced  the  progress  and  the  close  of  the  deci- 
sive conflict  which  he  had  to  wage,  we  must  return  upon  our 
steps  a  little  to  prevent  or  rectif3'  what  would  be  the  great 
mistake  of  supposing  that  during  the  closing  weeks  of  his  life 
he  had  had  nothing  but  intensely  painful  encounters,  had  been 
exclusively  busied  with  controversies  and  denunciations.  We 
must  think  of  him  really  as  spending  a  great  portion  of  his 
time  amid  more  congenial  surroundings  and  in  happier  labors, 
under  the  hospitable  roof  at  Bethany,  with  new-made  friends 
in  Jerusalem  itself,*  walking  at  morn  or  even  with  the  Twelve 
(sometimes  accompanied  by  other  faithful  followers),  or  mov- 
ing in  the  larger  circle  of  his  adherents.  We  know,  on  the 
best  authority,*  that  very  soon  after  the  death  of  Jesus  a 
band  of  no  less  than  five  hundred  persons  faithfully  attached 
to  him  were  found  together,  probably  in  Galilee ;  and  very 
nearly  all  of  these  would  certainly  be  at  Jerusalem  just  now. 

We  may  take  for  gi'anted  not  only  that  Jesus  was  fre- 
quently alone  with  his  friends,  but  that  from  time  to  time  he 
addressed  himself  exclusively  to  them,  even  when  strangers 
were  present  in  greater  or  smaller  numbers.  An  instance  of 
what  I  mean  is  furnished  by  the  following  touching  scene, 
which  also  serves  to  show  how  carefully  Jesus  continued  the 
moral  education  of  his  disci [)les  to  the  ver}*  last. 

Once  he  had  gone  with  his  friends  through  the  outer  court, 
up  the  fourteen  steps  of  the  higher  terrace,  and  through  the 
magnificent  gate  of  Nicanor,  to  seat  himself  beneath  the  col- 
onnade. The  Jewish  women  were  not  allowed  to  penetrate 
further  than  this  into  the  sacred  enclosure ;  and  this  part  of  the 

1  Mark  zii.  41-44,  ix.  41,  xiii.  9-13,  xi  12-14,  20,  21,  xiii.  1-4  ff.»  83^7, 
xir.  3-9;  Luke  x.  8,  xxi.  12-19,  xi.  49-51,  xiii.  34,  35,  xxi.  6-7  ff.,  xvii.  22 &, 
xii.  85-18. 

s  8ee  p.  185.  *  1  Ck)rinthianB  xy.  6. 
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Court  of  the  People  was  therefore  usually  known  as  the  Court 
of  the  Women,  although  it  was  frequented  by  Israelites  of 
both  sexes,  and  was  sometimes  even  used  for  popular  assem- 
blies. Here,  too,  was  the  treasure-house,  with  its  thirteen 
brazen  funnels  shaped  like  trumpets,  ready  to  receive  the  free- 
will or  the  stated  offerings  to  God ;  that  is  to  say,  the  con- 
tributions in  support  of  the  various  branches  of  the  temple 
ser^'ice.  In  this  last  century  the  temple  treasure  often  rose 
to  an  enormous  sum.  Here  Jesus,  always  the  same  keen  oh- 
fc;«rver,  sat  and  watched  the  people  dropping  their  contribu- 
tions into  the  money-boxes.  Most  of  the  coins  were  copper  ; 
but  now  and  then  a  richer  worshipper  would  throw  in  gold  or 
silver,  not  without  an  air  of  pompous  satisfaction  with  him- 
self. Then  came  a  woman,  thinly  clad  in  widow's  weeds,  and 
timidly  stretched  out  her  hand  to  drop  two  little  coins  into 
the  box,  that  togetJier  made  one  farthing.  Was  she  pushed 
aside  to  make  room  for  others  with  richer  offerings?  Did 
Jesus  trace  a  smile  upon  some  face  that  seemed  to  say,  ^'She 
need  hardly  have  troubled  h(!rself  to  come  here  with  a  far- 
thing "  ?  At  any  rate,  the  disciples  had  observed  her,  and  un- 
derstood their  Master  when  he  cried  in  deep  emotion,  "  I  tell 
you,  that  poor  widow  has  given  more  than  all  of  them ;  for 
tliey  have  given  from  their  abundance,  but  she  in  her  penur3' 
has  thrown  in,  it  may  be,  all  that  she  had." 

Jesus  did  not  simply  mean  that  real  goodness  only  exists 
where  some  self-sacrifice  is  involved,  but  above  all  he  intended 
to  enforce  the  pervading  principle  of  his  life  and  thought ; 
namely,  the  value  of  small  things  and  of  ^'  the  little  ones." 
His  disciples,  like  all  of  us,  were  led  away  by  outward  ap- 
pearances and  needed  this  lesson  constantly,  and  now  perhaps 
more  than  ever.*  On  another  occasion  he  reminded  them  in 
the  same  spirit  that  everj'  service  done  for  God,  thongh  so 
small  that  no  one  notices  it,  is  yet  observed  by  Him,  and 
will  not  want  its  recompense.  "  Whoever  receives  a  prophet 
into  his  home  because  he  is  a  prophet  shall  receive  a  proph- 
et's reward  when  the  kingdom  comes ;  and  whoever  receives 
a  virtuous  man  because  he  is  a  virtuous  man  shall  receive  a 
virtuous  man's  reward.  And  if  any  one  gives  so  much  as  a 
cup  of  cold  water  to  one  of  my  humblest  disciples  because 
he  is  a  disciple,  not  even  he  shall  lose  his  reward." ' 

Nor  did  he  forget  to  repeat  his  exhortations  to  humility 
and  simplicity,'  if  we  may  judge  by  the  following  words  ad- 

1  See  p.  342.  2  See  p.  167. 

«  See  p.  362. 
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dressed  to  his  disciples.  They  appear  in  connection  with  his 
exposure  of  the  vanity  and  love  of  honor  display  ?.d  by  the 
Pharisaic  Scribes.^  '*  Never  allow  people  to  call  you  Rabbi, 
for  3'oa  have  one  teacher  and  you  ai*e  all  brothers.  And  call 
no  one  on  earth  your  father,^  for  you  have  one  Father  [who 
is  in  heaven].  And  let  no  one  call  you  leaders,  for  you  have 
one  leader  [the  Christ].  But  the  greatest  among  you  shall 
be  your  servant.  Whoever  exalts  himself  shall  be  humbled, 
at  I  whoever  humbles  himself  shall  be  exalted." 

And  moreover,  in  contemplation  of  the  probable  issue  of 
the  struggle,  Jesus  availed  himself  of  the  interval  that  still 
remained  to  prepare  his  followers  in  general,  but  especially 
the  Twelve,  for  the  task  that  awaited  them  when  he  was  gone. 
With  this  view  he  diligently  instructed  them,  and  exhorted 
them  to  labor  zealously  and  faithfully  for  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Here  we  should  be  inclined  to  place  many  a  charge  to  spread 
the  gospel  of  the  kingdom  without  fear  of  men ;  many  an 
exhortation  cheerfully  to  endure  the  fiercest  violence  of  op- 
position, which  we  have  already  given.'  Some  of  his  sayings 
unmistakably  proclaim  themselves  as  having  been  uttered  at 
Jerusalem.  Among  these  is  one  of  undoubted  authenticity, 
preserved  in  an  early  Christian  work  and  by  the  ecclesiastical 
Fathers,  though  not  to  be  found  in  the  New  Testament: 
^^Make  yourselves  tried  money-changers!"  In  Jerusalem 
Jesus  had  watched  the  money-changers  at  their  tables,  and 
had  observed  their  knowledge  of  different  coiriages,  their 
quickness,  their  assiduity,  and  their  great  profits.  In  Galilee 
he  had  borrowed  images  from  the  work  of  fishermen  and 
peasants,  and  now  he  made  the  trade  of  money-changing 
illustrate  the  work  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  '*  Make  your  eyes 
as  quick  as  theirs,"  he  would  say,  "to  distinguish  instantly 
between  the  false  and  true;  be  as  rapid  and  unwearied  in 
adapting  yourselves  to  each  one's  requirements,  and  make 
your  profits  as  large,  —  but  more  honorable."  It  was  a  similar 
thought  that  he  worked  out  in  the  parable  of  the  talents  which 
we  have  already  examined,*  though  it  properly  belongs  to  the 
period  we  are  now  considering. 

The  third  Gospel  further  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus 
several  sayings  and  one  elaborate  story  borrowed  from  money 
transactions,  but  very  different  in  scope  and  purpose  from 
the  others,  as  we  shall  see  at  once.  The  story  runs  as 
follows :  — 

1  See  pu  385.  3  Compare  vol.  l  p.  456. 

•  See  pp.  190,  170  ft.  «  See  pp.  165,  166. 
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Onoe  there  was  a  rich  man  who  had  an  agent  or  steward. 
In  those  days  such  a  post  was  one  of  greatest  trust,  and  oon^ 
ferred  the  widest  diseretionarj*  powers  apon  him  who  held  it, 
for,  indeed,  he  was  almost  irresponsible  in  the  exercise  of  his 
office.  Now  this  steward  was  accused  to  his  patron  of  run* 
ning  through  the  estate  by  his  extravagance,  upon  which  the 
latter  summoned  him  and  said  :  ^^  What  is  this  that  I  hear  of 
you?  Make  up  your  books,  for  you  must  quit  my  ser\'ice." 
The  man  was  at  his  wits'  end.  In  a  few  days  he  would  have 
given  up  his  books,  and  would  be  turned  [x^nniiess  into  the 
world.  "What  must  I  do,"  he  thought  to  himself,  ''when 
dismissed  from  my  master's  service?  I  car  not  work  in  the 
Qelds,  and  shame  forbids  me  to  beg  by  the  road-side."  A 
sudden  thought  occurred  to  him.  ''I  know  what  to  do! 
When  I  am  dismissed  there  will  be  houses  enough  open  to 
me ! "  He  summoned  his  master's  debtors,  one  by  one,  with- 
out loss  of  time.  The  first  who  came  rented  an  olive-yard 
for  which  he  was  in  arrears.  ''  How  much  do  you  owe  us?  " 
asked  the  agent.  ''A  hundred  casks  of  oil,"  he  answered 
timidly.  "  Fifty  will  do,"  replied  the  agent ;  "  here  is  your 
acknowledgment  of  the  debt.  Sit  down  and  change  the  figure 
to  fifty ;  but  make  haste  ! "  Then  came  the  second,  a  tenant 
farmer,  who  had  not  paid  his  rent  for  the  current  year. 
"  Well,  and  what  do  you  owe  us?  "  he  said,  as  he  searched 
among  his  papers  for  the  memorandum  of  the  debt.  ''  A 
hundred  sadcs  of  wheat,"  he  answered  gloomily.  ''  I  will  let 
you  off  twenty.  There,  take  the  memorandum  back  and  fill 
it  in  for  eighty."  And  so  he  went  on.  The  debtors  who  had 
come  with  such  heavy  hearts  had  nearly  equal  sums  remitted 
to  them  in  every  case  ;  and  the  agent,  without  exceeding  the 
limits  of  the  powers  he  still  possessed,  and  without  rendering 
himself  liable  to  any  legal  proceedings,  had  earned  the  hearty 
gratitude  of  all  the  tenants.  Even  his  patron,  though  his  own 
interests  had  been  sacrificed,  could  not  help  admiring  the 
shrewdness  with  which  his  steward,  at  the  last  moment,  had 
secured  support  and  protection  at  the  hands  of  those  whom 
he  had  laid  under  such  great  obligations. 

"  For  the  children  of  this  world,"  continues  the  narrator, 
as  he  goes  on  to  the  application  of  the  story,  ''  are  wiser  and 
more  sensible  in  their  dealings  with  each  other  than  the  chil- 
dren of  light,  and  might  well  serve  as  models  of  foresight  and 
prudence  to  them.  You,  too,  should  make  friends  by  means 
of  that  evil  Mammon,  that  lucre  to  which  so  much  unright- 
eousness adheres,  that  when  you  have  lost  it  the  Men<£  it 
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tuts  made  joa  maj  take  you  into  the  dwellings  of  the  kingdom 
of  God.  If  you  have  not  dealt  faithfully  with  such  pitiful 
wealth  as  that,  who  would  ever  entrust  you  with  the  true 
wealth,  the  highest  blessing?  And  if  you  haVe  not  dealt 
faithfully  with  that  which  can  never  really  be  yours,  who 
would  entrust  you  with  your  own  true  inheritance?" 

We  see  at  once  that  it  is  not  Jesus  who  speaks,  but  the 
man  whose  hand  we  have  so  often  recognized  before  in  the 
third  Gospel,  —  the  man  who  considers  poverty  a  glory  and 
a  merit,  and  declares  that  earthly  wealth  which  is  not  ours, 
but  belongs  to  Mammon,  the  god  of  wealth  or  the  god  of  the 
present  agt,  is  good  for  nothing  whatever  but  to  be  given 
away  in  alms.  If  so  used  it  brings  its  owner,  or  rather  its 
administrator,  to  the  kingdom  of  Heaven;  otherwise  to 
Gehenna.  We  may  further  note  that  the  writer,  who  puts 
this  doctrine  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus,  takes  the  opportunity 
of  saying  that  the  Pharisees  were  covetous,,  though  this  was 
far  from  being  their  speciall}'  besetting  sin.  We  shall  pres- 
ently meet  with  a  very  different  picture  of  a  steward  in  the 
Gospels,  —  in  this  case,  perhaps,  authentic. 

"  Be  faithful  in  your  calling ! "  Such  was  the  exhortation 
which  constantly  recurred  in  the  Master's  conversations  with 
his  friends ;  but  he  did  not  conceal  the  difficulties  that  awaited 
them,  and,  when  speaking  of  the  work  henceforth  committed 
to  them,  he  represented  the  future  as  any  thing  but  bright 
with  promise.  '^I  am  sending  you  out  like  sheep  in  the 
midst  of  wolves.  Be  as  cautious  as  serpents  and  as  harmless 
as  doves !  Bewai-e  of  men,  for  they  will  drag  you  before  the 
judgment  seats,  and  beat  you  with  rods  in  their  synagogues.^ 
But  when  they  give  you  up  to  justice  take  no  thought  before- 
hand as  to  how  or  what  to  speak  in  your  defence  ;  for  what 
3'ou  are  to  say  will  be  given  you  at  the  time,  for  it  is  not  you 
that  speak,  but  the  spirit  of  your  Father  that  speaks  in  you. 
Brother  shall  give  up  brother  to  death,  and  father  child ;  and 
children  shall  rise  up  against  their  parents  to  compass  their 
death.  And  you  shall  be  hated  by  every  one,  because  you 
are  my  disciples ;  but  those  who  endure  to  the  end  shall  attain 
to  the  kingdom  of  God.  So,  when  you  are  driven  out  of  one 
city  take  refuge  in  another ;  for  verily  you  will  not  have  gone 
through  the  cities  of  Israel  before  the  Son  of  Man  shall 
come." 

This  final  word  of  encouragement  is  open  to  the  grav- 
est suspicion,  at  any  rate  in  its  present  form ;  nor  can  Jesua 

^  See  p.  198;  and  compare  Matthew  zxiv.  9, 13* 
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have  used  tbo  language  attributed  to  him  b}'  Luke :  *'  I  my* 
self  will  give  you  such  courage  and  wisdom  that  none  of  your 
adversaiies  will  have  power  to  resist  or  contradict  3'ou."  And 
finally,  the  addition  made  by  all  the  Evangelists,  "  and  you 
shall  also  be  brought  before  governors  and  kings  for  my  sake, 
as  a  witness  to  them  and  to  the  heathen,"  is  obviously  bor- 
rowed from  the  actual  event.  ^ 

But  enough !  Ailer  deducting  all  the  later  additions,  we 
have  still  the  means  of  forming  some  idea  of  the  line  adopted 
by  Jesus  during  the  closing  weeks  of  his  life  in  preparing  his 
faithful  disciples  for  their  glorious  but  arduous  task. 

It  seems  that  Jesus  gradually  drew  back  more  and  more 
into  the  circle  of  his  friends.  At  any  rate  it  is  open  to  doubt 
whether  he  continued  his  public  teaching  in  Jerusalem  to  the 
very  last.  Perhaps  the  authorities  of  the  temple  had  taketi 
st«ps  to  exclude  him  from  the  sacred  precincts,  and  he  kept 
out  of  their  way  to  avoid  tumultuous  and  violent  collisions 
But  all  this  is  simply  a  conjecture,  and  only  rests  upon  the 
fact  that  we  find  him.  one  or  two  daj-s  before  the  Passover 
apparently,  at  a  meal  in  Bethany,  and  on  the  Thursday  morn- 
ing, when  the  festival  was  to  begin  at  even,  he  sent  two  of 
his  disciples  to  the  city  in  advance,  and  himself,  perhaps, 
remained  with  his  host  till  the  afternoon. 

It  has  indeed  been  imagined  that  Jesus  expressly  bade 
farewell  to  Jerusalem  in  a  sajiug  still  preserved.  For  at  the 
close  of  the  attack  upon  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  occurs  a 
passage  which  we  shaU  presently  give  in  full,  concluding  with 
the  words  addressed  to  the  citizens  of  Jerusalem:  ^'I  tell 
you,  you  shall  see  me  no  more  till  the  time  when  you  shall 
saj^,  '  Blessed  is  he  who  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord ! '  *' 
From  this  enigmatical  saying  it  has  even  been  inferred  that 
Jesus  thought  of  returning  to  Galilee.  But  the  fact  is  that 
the  whole  passage  which  these  words  conclude  seems  to  be  a 
citation  from  some  lost  work  of  the  Jewish-Christian  school. 
There  are  other  sayings  attributed  to  Jesus  in  the  Gospels 
which  likewise  point  to  the  existence  of  such  a  work,  com- 
posed a  little  before  the  fall  of  the  Jewish  state.  Perhaps  it 
resembled  the  contemporary  book  oC  Revelation,  and  at  any 
rate  took  the  form  of  an  oracle  containing  a  description  of 
the  approaching  end  of  the  world  and  establishment  of  the 
kingdom  of  God.*    We  shall  presently  return  •  to  the  evi- 

1  Compare  Acts  zxiii.  83,  xxv.  6,  23. 

<  See  pp  32, 84.  «  See  p.  402. 
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dcncc  that  sach  a  book  existed  and  was  used  by  the  Evan 
gelists ;  but  meanwhile  we  will  give  the  whole  passage  of 
which  we  are  now  speaking.  Though  the  woi-ds  are  put  into 
the  mouth  of  Jesus  in  the  Gospels,  yet  in  the  original  work 
they  must  have  been  uttered  by  the  ''Wisdom  of  God,*'* 
which  is  equivalent  to  his  Spirit  or  Revelation. 

''  Behold !  I  send  prophets  and  sages  and  Scribes  to  you ; 
and  some  of  them  you  will  slay  and  crucify,  and  others  you 
will  scourge  in  your  synagogues  and  pursue  from  city  to  city ; 
that  upon  you  may  come  [that  is,  that  3'ou  may  be  held 
responsible  for]  all  the  righteous  blood  that  has  been  shed 
upon  the  earth  from  the  blood  of  righteous  Abel  to  the  blood 
of  Zechariah  the  son  of  Berechiah,  whom  you  slew  between 
the  temple  and  the  altar.  Verily  I  say  unto  you  it  shall  all 
come  upon  this  generation ! 

"  O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem  !  thou  who  slayest  the  prophets 
and  stonest  those  that  are  sent  unto  thee !  how  often  would  I 
have  gathered  thy  children  together  as  a  hen  gathers  her 
chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not !  But  now  I 
withdraw  my  protecting  hand  from  your  house,  and  you  shall 
no  more  see  me  till  the  time  when  you  shall  say,  ^  Blessed  is 
he  who  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  !  * " 

Here  Wisdom,  or  more  plainly  God  himself,  complains  of 
the  chosen  people.  For  a  short  time  He  will  surrender  Israel 
to  punishment,  till  the  kingdom  of  God  shall  come  in  its 
gloiy.  Now  the  date  of  these  verses  may  be  gathered  with 
great  precision  from  the  mention  of  Zechariah's  murder  as 
the  latest  deed  of  its  kind.  Of  course  this  man  is  not  the 
son  of  Jehoiada  who  was  stoned  more  than  eight  and  a  half 
centuries  before,^  but  a  certain  man  whom  Josephus  speaks 
of  as  a  rich  and  noble  citizen,  whose  hatred  of  all  evil  and 
love  of  freedom  exposed  him  to  the  enmity  of  the  zealots. 
They  endeavored  to  compass  his  death ;  and  when,  in  spite 
of  their  threats,  the  court  which  they  had  instituted  to  con- 
demn him  pronounced  him  innocent,  the}'  slew  him  in  the 
temple  and  then  hurled  him  down  the  precipice.  It  is  a 
strange  anachronism  to  make  Jesus  mention  this  murder; 
but  in  other  respects  it  was  a  fine  conception  to  lay  upon  his 
lips  this  profoundly  touching  expression  of  disappointment 
at  Israel's  impenitence. 

The  following  picture  was  drawn  with  a  similar  intention : 

Early  in  the  morning,  as  Jesus  was  going  to  the  city  from 
Bethany  with  his  friends,  ho  felt  hungry ;  and  seeing  a  fig-tree 

^  See  p.  252,  and  compare  Luke  xi.  49.  >  See  yoL  -:i.  p.  176. 
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at  some  little  distance,  in  full  leaf,  he  went  up  to  it  to  pluck 
some  fruit,  but  found  that  there  were  only  leaves  upon  it. 
^'  May  never  man  eat  fruit  of  you  again !  "  he  cried,  and  the 
tree  immediately  withered,  upon  which  the  disciples  said  in 
amazement:  "See  how  the  fig-tree  has  shrivelled  up  in  an 
instant ! " 

We  can  hardly  read  this  little  story  as  it  stands  without  a 
shock ;  not  so  much  because  of  its  gross  impossibihty  as  be- 
cause this  curse  is  so  utterly  unworthy  of  Jesus.  The  first 
two  Gospels,  taking  the  story  literally,  have  doubtless  failed 
to  reproduce  it  faithfully.  Mark,  who  spreads  it  over  two 
days  and  makes  the  unfortunate  remark  that  it  was  not  time 
for  figs  yet,  is  especially  far  out.  But  it  is  easy  to  rediscover 
the  true  meaning.  For  in  the  third  Gospel,  which  does  not 
give  this  storj^  we  have  already  heard  Jesus  speaking  of 
Israel  as  the  unfruitful  fig-tree.  ^  And  here  again  the  fig- 
tree  is  Israel,  and  the  emphasis  falls  upon  the  disapi>ointment 
of  Jesus.  It  was  not  without  reason  that  he  had  formed  such 
lofty  expectations,  for  the  tree  was  covered  with  luxuriant 
foliage.  Israel  seemed  so  zealous  for  the  service  and  the 
honor  of  its  God,  so  fervid  in  its  longing  for  the  Messianic 
blessedness !  Alas !  it  was  but  an  empty  show.  The  sub- 
stance, the  fruit  which  it  promised  and  which  it  ought  to  bear, 
was  nowhere  to  be  found.  The  consequences  could  not  be 
averted.  Israel  had  smitten  itself  for  ever  with  absolute 
spiritual  barrenness. 

This  image,  then,  as  a  description  of  the  final  issue,  is  quite 
in  its  place  at  this  period  of  the  ministr}'  of  Jesus,  and  accu- 
rateh'  represents  the  fact.  The  sublime  attempt  of  Jesus  had 
failed.  The  masses  of  the  people  lent  him  a  ready  ear ;  •  but 
their  shallow  attachment  was  worth  nothing,  for  it  did  not 
win  them  to  the  kingdom.  Meanwhile  liis  position  grew 
more  critical  from  day  to  day,  and  the  storm  was  rapidly 
approaching.  Must  not  a  deep  melancholy  have  settled  on 
him,  even  when  among  his  friends,  as  he  thought  of  the  judg- 
ment his  people  was  bringing  down  upon  itself?  Doubtless 
the  sigh  which  Luke  *  would  have  us  think  escaped  him  at  the 
very  moment  of  his  triumphal  entr}"  did  indeed  rise  more  than 
once  a  week  or  two  later,  as  he  crossed  the  western  slope  of 
the  Mount  of  Olives  with  the  Twelve  and  saw  the  city 
stretched  before  him.  Well  might  he  weep  for  her  and  cry, 
^^  Oh  if  thou  didst  but  know,  now  that  the  rescuing  hand  is 

1  See  p.  849.  <  Mark  xiL  37. 

9  Luke  zi^  il-a ;  see  %\ao  p.  857. 
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extended  to  thee !  if  thou  didst  but  know  what  truly  makes  for 
thy  salyation !  But  alas !  thine  eyes  are  blind ! "  Well  might 
he  breathe  his  dark  forebodings  to  his  friends,  though  not 
precisely  in  the  form  which  Luke  has  borrowed  from  the  his- 
toiy  of  the  fall  of  Jerusalem  in  the  year  70  a. d,  ''  The  days 
shtdl  surely  come  when  thine  enemies  shall  cast  up  a  mound 
against  thee,  and  surround  thee  and  hem  theq  in  upon  every 
side,  and  destro}'  both  thee  and  thy  children  within  thee,  and 
leave  no  stone  standing  upon  another,  because  thou  hast 
brought  to  nought  God's  last  attempt  to  save  thee ! " 

We  also  find  in  all  three  Gospels  an  elaborate  prediction 
which  Jesus  is  represented  as  making  to  the  Twelve  or  to 
four  of  them,  and  in  which  the  heaviest  sufferings  are  fore- 
told to  Israel.  Luke,  who  gives  two  of  these  discourses,  goes 
so  far  in  the  second  of  them  as  expressly  to  describe  the  siege 
and  capture  of  the  City  of  the  Temple,  which  is  another  in- 
stance of  histor}'  in  the  form  of  prophecy.  But  even  in  its 
earlier  shape  the  discourse  can  hardly  be  from  Jesus.  It  de- 
scribes the  end  of  the  present  world  with  all  the  fearful  events 
which  will  precede  it,  the  return  of  Jesus  from  heaven  with 
terrific  signs  in  the  sky,  and  the  great  Messianic  judgment. 
Its  different  parts  are  not  only  disconnected,  but  contradic- 
tory. For  instance,  we  are  told  on  the  one  hand  that  the 
retiu'n  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  the  establishment  of  the  king- 
dom of  God,  will  most  assuredly  take  place  before  the  gener- 
ation of  the  contemporaries  of  Jesus  has  passed  away ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  these  events  must  not  be  looked  for 
too  soon  ;  that  the  gospel  must  first  be  preached  to  every  na- 
tion throughout  the  world,  and  that  no  one,  not  even  the  Son 
of  Man,  has  any  knowledge  when  they  will  come  to  pass. 
Moreover,  the  discourse  displa3's  an  unmistakable  resemblance 
to  the  various  productions  of  that  peculiar  branch  of  Jewish 
literature  represented  in  the  Bible  by  Daniel  and  Revelation, 
and  outside  the  canon  by  various  other  writings ;  ^  and,  finally, 
it  appears  on  careful  inspection  that  the  original  author, 
while  acquainted  with  the  events  that  immediately  preceded 
the  fall  of  the  Jewish  people,  had  no  knowledge  of  the  fall 
itself.  Much  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  book  of  Revela- 
tion. All  this  makes  it  tolerably  certain  that  the  discourse 
we  are  dealing  with  consists  of  loose  fragments  of  a  more  ex- 
tensive work  written  a  year  or  two  before  the  destruction  of 
Jemsalem,  in  view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  time,  to  en- 

1  Compare  vol.  ii.  pp.  562  ff. ;  and  pp.  2S9,  331  ff. 
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courage  the  Christians  with  the  assurance  that  the  end  of  the 
world  and  the  return  of  Jesus  were  close  at  hand.  This  ia 
the  work  to  which  we  have  akead}-  refeired,  as  the  probable 
source  from  which  the  lamentation  over  Jerusalem's  impeni- 
tence was  drawn. ^ 

If  we  take  the  discourse  as  it  stands,  we  cannot  admit  that 
any  part  of  it  was  really  uttered  by  Jesus,  except  certain  open- 
ing words  that  form  a  kind  of  exordium,  and  perhaps  a  single 
metaphor  at  the  close.  These  presumabl}'  genuine  saj  ings  we 
will  therefore  give.  One  day,  immediately  before  the  Passover 
we  are  told,  Jesus  left  the  temple  and  the  city,  followed  the 
winding  path  this  side  the  Kidron,  and  ascended  the  Mount  of 
Olives  on  the  other.  Here  one  of  the  Twelve  came  up  to 
him,  and  spoke  in  a  strain  of  enthusiastic  admiration  of  the 
dazzling  splendor,  the  colossal  proportions,  and  the  immova- 
ble foundations  of  the  temple.  '*  Are  you  lost  in  admiration 
of  it  all?"  he  answered.  ''  I  tell  you  truly  there  shall  not  be 
one  stone  left  upon  another ;  but  all  shall  be  overthrown ! " 
He  meant  that  however  warml}''  the  heart  of  every  true 
Israelite  might  beat  for  the  sanctuary  of  his  people,  yet  there 
would  be  no  place  for  it  in  the  kingdom  of  God :  it  would 
vanish  without  a  trace  when  all  things  were  made  new  in  the 
immediate  fhture.  Jesus  pursued  his  way,  and  a  few  minutes 
brought  him  to  the  summit  of  the  Mount  of  Olives,  where  he 
sat  down.  There  lay  the  city  at  his  feet,  bathed  in  the  gold 
and  purple  of  the  setting  sun.  Again  his  friends  drew  near, 
according  to  Mark  the  two  pairs  of  brothers  only ;  Simon  and 
Andrew,  James  and  John.  "  Tell  us  when  this  shall  come  to 
pass,"  they  said, ''  and  what  will  be  the  signs  of  the  approach- 
ing end  of  this  world."  Jesus  may  have  answered  by  a  stir- 
ring exhortation  to  unwearied  toil,  since  neither  they  nor  any 
man  could  know  when  the  last  day  would  break.  "  Who  is 
the  faithful  and  discreet  steward,"  he  continued,  ''  whom  his 
master  has  set  over  all  his  fellow-servants  to  give  each  his  food 
at  the  proper  season  ?  Happy  the  servant  whom  his  master, 
when  he  comes,  shall  find  performing  this  task  that  he  has  set 
him.  I  teU  you,  truly,  that  he  will  give  him  charge  of  all  his 
possessions.  But  if  the  wicked  servant  says  to  himself: 
*  My  master  is  long  absent,'  and  begins  to  beat  his  fellow- 
slaves,  while  he  himself  feasts  and  carouses  with  the  drunk- 
ards, his  master  shall  return  on  a  day  when  he  looks  not  for 
him  and  at  an  hour  that  he  does  not  know,  and  shall  cut  him 
to  pieces  and  rank  him  among  the  faithless.** 

1  See  p.  398. 
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In  connection  with  this  warning,  Luke  makes  Jesus  say :  * 
*^  The  slave  that  knew  his  master's  will^  and  yet  got  nothing 
ready  and  did  not  do  his  will,  shall  be  beaten  with  many 
stripes;  but  the  slave  that  transgressed  his  will  without 
knowing  it  shall  be  beaten  with  but  few  stripes.  From  him 
to  whom  much  has  been  given  much  will  be  required ;  and 
from  him  to  whom  much  was  entrusted  more  will  be  de- 
manded." Or  again,  with  an  analogous  metaphor:^  ^^Let 
your  loins  be  ever  girt  and  your  lamps  burning;  and  hold 
yourselves  like  men  that  wait  for  their  master  to  return  from 
the  wedding,  ready  to  open  the  door  to  him  whenever  he 
comes  and  knocks.  Happj'  ai'e  the  servants  whom  their 
master  comes  and  still  finds  watching !  I  tell  you  truly,  he 
will  gird  up  his  own  loins,  and  make  them  lie  down  and  will 
wait  upon  them ;  and  if  it  is  the  second  or  the  third  watch 
of  the  night  when  he  comes,  and  if  he  finds  them  still  at 
their  post,  blessed  are  iheyl  For,  if  the  householder  had 
known  at  what  hour  the  thief  would  come,  he  would  have 
watched  and  would  not  have  suffered  him  to  break  into  his 
house.  Be  you  ready  likewise !  For  the  Son  of  Man  will 
come  at  an  hour  when  least  you  look  for  him." 
*  How  much  or  how  little  of  all  this  should  be  ascribed  to 
Jesus  himself  it  is  impossible  to  determine.  The  saying, 
**  Let  3'our  loins  be  ever  girt  and  your  lamps  burning,"  —  that 
is  to  say,  ''  Be  ever  watchful  and  alert,"  —  bears  ever>'  mark 
of  authenticity.  In  the  first  Gospel  it  is  elaborated  into  the 
following  parable :  — 

Once  there  was  a  wedding ;  and  in  the  evening  ten  of  the 
bride's  companions  went  out  from  their  houses,  in  festive 
attire  and  with  brightly  burning  lamps  in  their  hands,  to  meet 
the  bridegroom.  He  would  come,  with  his  companions,  by 
torchlight  and  with  music ;  and  the  girls  went  out  some  way 
to  meet  him,  and  to  escort  him  with  due  ceremony  to  the 
house  of  the  bride,  where  all  would  join  in  the  brilliant  festi- 
val. Now  five  of  the  girls  remembered  that  there  might  be  a 
long  time  to  wait,  so  they  filled  their  fiasks  with  oil  and  took 
them  with  them ;  but  the  other  five  were  so  foolish  as  never 
to  think  about  it.  Now  it  so  happened  that  the  bridegroom 
and  his  train  were  long  in  coming ;  and  as  they  waited,  hour 
after  hour,  all  the  ten  bridesmaids  gi-ew  drowsy  and  dropped 
asleep.  It  was  not  till  midnight  that  they  were  roused.  In 
the  distance  they  heard  a  choral  song  sung  in  alternate 
verses,  "The  bridegroom  comes!  The  bridegroom  (iomes! 
1  Luke  zii.  47,  48.  a  Luke  xii.  35-40. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


404  JESUS  AMONO  FRIEKD8. 

Arise,  and  go  to  meet  him ! "  As  the  sound  came  nearer  and 
nearer,  the  girls  sprang  up  and  began  to  trim  their  lamps, 
which  were  still  just  smolnng  and  &ckering.  The  five  pru- 
dent ones  soon  trimmed  their  lamps  and  saw  them  burning 
with  a  clear,  bright  flame  once  more ;  but  their  companions 
were  half  distracted,  for  the}"  could  not  for  shame  join  the 
bridal  procession  without  their  lights.  ''Give  us  some  of 
3'our  oil,"  they  cried  in  despair  to  the  others,  "  for  our  lamps 
are  going  out ! "  But  this  was  imix>ssible,  for  none  of  them 
had  brought  any  more  than  they  required  for  themselves ;  so 
the  others  answered,  "  There  would  not  be  enough  for  all  of 
us.  Run  back  to  the  first  shop  that  you  can  find  and  buj' 
some  for  yourselves."  The  foolish  girls  now  saw  that  there 
was  not  a  moment  to  be  lost,  and  hurried  off  as  their  friends 
had  advised  them.  But  meanwhile  the  bridegroom  and  his  es- 
cort came,  and  the  five  prudent  maidens  who  were  ready  joined 
him,  and  were  soon  at  the  bridal  house.  They  entered,  and 
the  door  was  shut.  It  was  not  long  before  the  others  came 
—  too  late.  Their  lamps  burned  clear,  and  they  knocked  at 
the  door  and  cried,  "Lord,  Lord,  open  to  us!"  But  he 
answered,  "  1  know  not  who  you  are."  "  Watch,  therefore, 
for  3'ou  know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour." 

This  story  teaches  the  beautiful  and  universal  lesson  that 
fitful  energ}'  in  a  good  cause  and  the  best  of  momentary 
intentions  do  not  sufiice  to  bring  us  to  our  goal ;  and  that,  if 
we  are  to  hold  our  own  in  the  press  of  life  ai*ound  us,  we  must 
gather  up  a  treasure  of  faith  and  knowledge,  and  possess  a 
fund  of  moral  and  religious  life  within  ourselves  from  which 
as  it  were  we  can  refresh  at  any  moment  our  flagging  earnest- 
ness and  love,  and  renew  our  self-consecration  to  the  ideal 
life.  But,  as  we  have  it,  the  parable  points  with  unmistakable 
distinctness  to  the  circumstances  of  the  apostolical  communit}-, 
when  the  return  of  Jesus  was  delayed  bej^^ond  all  expectation, 
so  that  the  dangers  of  worldliness  became  moi*e  and  more 
threatening,  and  the  most  earnest  warnings  were  needed 
against  them.*  The  parable  accoixlingly  cannot  be  from 
Jesus.  The  bridegroom  is  no  other  than  the  Christ,  who  will 
come  after  long  delay  to  his  bride,  —  the  community  on  the 
earth.  So  too  in  the  conception  of  the  Evangelist,*  but  not 
of  course  in  the  mouth  of  Jesus  himself,'  the  master  who  goes 
abroad  in  the  parable  of  the  talents  (which  follows  directly 
after  that  of  the  ten  virgins)  is  the  Christ  who  has  left  the 

1  See,  for  instance,  Romans  xiii.  11  ff.  >  Compare  p.  868. 

<  See  pp.  888,  890. 
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earth  for  heaven,  to  return  after  a  while.  Finally  Matthew, 
who  gives  these  pictures  of  the  future  in  far  greater  fulness 
than  the  other  Evangelists,  concludes  them  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  last  judgment,  which  we  have  taken  an  earlier 
opportunity  of  giving.* 

It  was  but  natural  that  during  the  gloom  of  these  last  re- 
maining da3*8  the  thoughts  of  Jesus,  when  among  his  Mends, 
should  have  constantly  wandered  into  the  future  and  dwelt 
ui)on  the  judgment  hanging  over  his  nation,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  kingdom  of  God  after  the  short  delay  caused  by 
Israel's  hardness  of  heart.  And  it  is  equally  natural  that  his 
warnings  and  his  glances  into  the  future  should  have  been 
graduall3'  transformed  and  elaborated  as  they  passed  from 
mouth  to  mouth.  But,  however  much  uncertainty  this  latter 
consideration  may  cause,  one  thing  at  least  appears  to  rise 
above  all  reasonable  doubt;  namely,  that,  in  spite  of  the 
gloomiest  forebodings  as  to  the  fate  of  the  great  majorit}'  of 
his  people,  Jesus  never  for  a  moment  lost  faith  in  his  own 
mission  or  the  speed}'  triumph  of  his  cause,  —  never  ceased 
to  expect  the  speedy  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  in 
which  all  mere  external  worship  would  be  done  away,  and 
the  crushing  3'oke  of  the  letter  would  be  broken.* 

Meanwhile  he  saw  the  crisis  of  his  own  fate  drawing  near 
with  rapid  strides.  The  first  Gospel  represents  him,  after 
giving  expression  to  his  expectations  and  uttering  his  threats 
in  the  series  of  discourses  and  parables  just  considered,  as 
saying  to  his  friends,  ''  Yon  know  that  in  two  days  the  Pass- 
over begins,  and  the  Son  of  Man  is  given  up  to  death,"  —  or 
rather,  as  the  words  now  stand,  "to  be  crucified."  If  Jesus 
really  said  this,  he  did  not  mean  to  predict  the  exact  moment 
of  his  death,  but  to  emphasize  the  mournful  contrast  between 
the  jo3'ous  festival  to  which  all  Israel  looked  forward  and  the 
bitter  death  that  awaited  him. 

The  evening  of  that  same  da}',  or  the  one  that  followed, 
showed  how  completely  he  was  filled  with  thoughts  of  death. 
His  host,  Simon,  had  arranged  a  social  meal  in  his  honor, 
and,  before  it  was  over,  a  woman  entered  with  an  alabaster 
flask  full  of  the  costliest  ointment  in  her  hand.  She  stood 
behind  Jesus,  snapped  the  long,  thin  neck  of  the  vase,  and 
poured  the  contents  over  his  head,  filling  the  chamber  with 
the  glorious  perfume.  Her  meaning  was  not  doubtful.  In 
^he  presence  of  the  Twelve  and  all  the  other  guests  she 
1  See  pp.  167, 168.  >  Oompare  Aces  Tf.  14. 
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anointed  Jesus  king  of  Israel  I  It  was  an  act  of  homage 
rendered  in  the  enthusiasm  of  her  faith  to  the  future  Messiah, 
as  if  to  compensate  for  the  delay  in  his  recognition  by  the 
people;  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  an  appeal  to  him  no 
longer  to  defer  the  public  assumption  of  his  office.  Little 
did  the  impatient  disciple  perceive  how  matters  really  stood  ! 
We  may  well  believe  that  however  acceptable  to  Jesus  such 
a  ti'ibute  of  honor  at  such  a  moment  must  have  been,  yet  a 
shadow  crossed  his  face  as  he  thought  how  widel}*  different 
his  fate  would  really  be! 

Meanwhile  the  woman's  deed  was  far  from  meeting  with 
the  approval  of  the  disciples.  Were  they  angry  with  her  for 
seeking  thus  to  anticipate  them  and  all  the  others  ?  Or  did 
they  think  she  ought  to  have  rendered  this  solemn  homage 
publicly  in  Jerusalem  in  the  presence  of  all  the  i^eople,  in- 
stead of  at  this  quiet,  friendly  meeting?  At  any  rate,  they 
were  decidedly  put  out,  and  some  one  muttered  half  aloud, 
''What  waste!  The  ointment  might  have  been  sold  for  as 
much  as  three  hundred  denarii,  and  the  money  given  to  the 
poor ! "  and  instead  of  the  instantaneous  and  passionate  as- 
sent she  had  expected  her  action  to  awake,  the  woman  only 
met  with  sullen  or  resentful  glances.  As  soon  as  Jesus  no- 
ticed this  he  began  to  defend  her.  "  Why  do  you  treat  the 
woman  thus?  She  has  done  a  good  deed  to  me.  For  you 
always  have  the  poor  with  you,  and  can  do  good  to  them 
whenever  you  will;  but  you  will  not  always  have  me  with 
you.  She  has  done  what  she  could.  In  pouring  this  oint- 
ment on  my  bod}^  she  has  anointed  me  already  for  my 
burial." 

The  importance  which  the  early  Christians  attached  to  this 
scene  at  the  close  of  the  Master's  life  appears  from  the  words 
that  are  put  into  his  mouth :  "  I  tell  you  truly  that  wherever 
this  Gospel  [that  is  to  say,  the  history  of  his  life,  or  the 
writing  itself  that  embodied  it], — wherever  this  Grospel  shall 
be  preached  in  all  the  world,  this  woman's  noble  deed  shall 
be  recorded  in  her  praise."  She  deserves  no  less,  for  her 
deed  brought  comfort  to  Jesus  in  an  hour  of  deepest  suffering, 
and  we  may  well  be  surprised  that  her  name  has  perished. 

As  for  us,  we  rejoice  to  find  in  the  Master's  condemnation 
of  the  judgment  and  behavior  of  the  disciples  a  vigorous  pro- 
test against  that  narrow,  matter-of-fact  conception  of  life,  — 
too  common  still,  —  which  always  looks  to  the  immediate 
utility  of  every  thing  as  the  first  or  only  test  of  its  value, 
and  condemns  as  sinful  and  wretched  all  those  sweet  super- 
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fluities  and  adornments  of  which,  thank  God  ^  onr  eailh  and 
our  life  upon  it  are  so  full.  Not  only  the  useful,  but  the 
beautiful  as  well,  and  all  the  utterances  of  a  beautiful  soul, 
have  a  right  of  existence  on  their  own  account. 

From  a  historical  point  of  view  the  story  is  valuable  as 
Illustrating  the  tone  of  feeling  among  the  disciples :  while 
some  of  them  longed  impatiently  for  their  Master  to  proceed 
to  action,  the}'  were  all  of  them  more  or  less  completely  blind 
to  what  was  immediately  before  them.  But  we  are  most  im- 
pressed by  the  deep  feeling  of  the  words  of  Jesus,  "  She  has 
embalmed  my  body  for  the  grave."  The  perfume  of  the 
ointment  called  up  the  reflection,  ''Corpses  are  anointed 
so !  "  and  the  next  moment  Jesus  thought  with  a  shudder, 
**•  Soon  I  shall  be  a  corpse  myself."  Under  the  influence  of 
this  idea  he  gave  the  gloomy  interpretation  we  have  seen  to 
the  woman's  act.  Of  course  he  perfectlj'^  understood  what 
she  meant  by  it ;  but  he  could  only  accept  it  as  a  tribute  to 
the  dead,  —  as  the  last  honor  shown  to  a  venerated  Master 
by  the  lavish  hand  of  fervent  love.  Before  long  there  would 
be  nothing  they  could  do  for  him.  ''You  wUl  not  always 
have  me  with  you." 

His  forebodings  were  not  false! 


Chapter  XXXIII. 

THE    LAST    EVENING. 

Maek  XIV.  10-26.1 

IT  was  Thursday,  the  fourteenth  of  Nisan.  At  six  o'clock 
in  the  evening  the  celebration  of  the  Passover  would 
begin.  Jesus  had  looked  forward  in  eager  suspense  to  this 
day  and  this  hour.  Would  he  live  to  see  it?  While  every 
other  family  or  band  of  friends  was  celebrating  the  joyful 
festival  of  Israel's  great  deliverance,  would  he  too,  with  the 
Twelve,  join  in  the  commemorative  meal  in' the  City  of  the 
Lord?  He  longed  for  it  with  all  his  heart,  but  did  not  con- 
ceal from  himself  that  it  was  far  from  certain.  Meanwhile 
he  had  made  the  necessary  arrangements,  that  all  might  at 
least  be  in  readiness.  On  such  an  evening  Jerusalem  was  so 
1  Matthew  zzvi.  14-29;  Luke  zxii.  3-^. 
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crowded  that  every  available  place  was  pressed  into  service, 
and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  bespeak  a  room  at  any 
rate  some  days  beforehand.  To  do  this  safely,  Jesus  must 
select  a  friend  upjn  whose  fidelity  and  secrecy  he  could  abso- 
lutely rely ;  and  to  prevent  any  chance  of  his  arrangements 
becoming  known  he  did  not  even  tell  the  Twelve  what  he  had 
done. 

In  the  morning,  therefore,  they  came  to  him  at  Bethany 
and  asked  him  where  he  wished  them  to  prepare  the  Pass- 
over, in  order  that  they  might  make  the  necessary  purchases 
and  get  every  thing  ready.  They  must  bu}'  a  lamb,  and 
slaughter  and  cook  it ;  and  must  provide  the  wine  and  un- 
leavened bi-ead,  with  a  dish  of  bitter  herbs  (lettuce,  endive, 
parsley,  cress,  and  radishes)  and  a  mess  of  dried  dates,  al- 
monds, grapes,  nuts,  and  figs  prepared  with  vinegar  and  cin- 
namon. Some  of  these  viands  were  intended  to  remind  the 
consumers  of  the  slavery  in  Egypt,  while  others  had  some 
long-forgotten  symbolical  meaning  in  connection  with  the 
primitive  significance  of  the  feast. ^  Of  course  the  disciples 
would  get  every  thing  ready;  but  the  great  question  was 
where  tliey  were  to  meet. 

In  answer  to  their  inquiries  on  this  point,  Jesus  commis- 
sioned two  of  the  disciples  —  perhaps  Peter  and  John  —  to  go 
to  the  city  to  a  certain  man  and  say,  "  The  Master  says, 
'  The  hour  of  my  death  draws  near.  I  will  keep  the  Pass- 
over with  my  disciples  in  your  house.'  "  Such  is  the  account 
in  Matthew ;  but  the  message  is  rather  strange  and  inco- 
herent, and  Mark  and  Luke  give  it  thus :  ''  The  Master  says, 
'  Where  is  the  room  in  which  I  am  to  eat  the  Passover  with 
my  disciples?*  Then,"  continues  Jesus,  "he  will  show  you 
a  large  room  u))stairs,  with  a  table  and  couches  and  all  that 
is  needful.  Make  ready  for  us  there."  The  same  Evan- 
gelists, however,  introduce  the  message  in  the  following  leg- 
endary form:  "  Go  to  the  city,  and  at  the  gate  a  man  wUl 
meet  you  with  a  jug  of  water  <Jh  his  shoulder ;  follow  him, 
and  whatever  house  he  enters,  s&y  to  the  householder,  '  The 
Master,' "  and  so  on.  This  cannot  refer  to  a  preconcerted 
token,  which  would  be  unnecessary,  since  Peter  and  John 
must  surely  have  been  definitely  told  to  whom  they  were  to 
go;  and  if  a  token  had  been  needed  at  all  this  would  have 
been  a  ver}'  bad  one,  for  on  the  morning  of  such  a  busy  day 
water-caiTiers  would  be  passing  to  and  fro  in  every  direction. 
Obviously,  the  Evangehsts  mean  that  Jesus  had  supernatural 
^  See  vol.  i.  pp.  278  fiE. 
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knowledge  who  would  meet  the  disciples  at  the  precise  mo- 
ment of  their  entry.  We  need  therefore  pay  no  ftirther  at- 
tention to  this  portion  of  the  story ;  for  the  fact  appears  to 
be  simply  that  tradition  has  not  presen-ed  the  name  of  the 
householder.  And  this  is  also  indicated  from  the  impersonal 
form  of  expression  used  by  the  first  Evangelist  in  speaking 
of  him. 

We  suspect  that  Jesus  had  special  reasons  for  even  greater 
caution  than  usual.  There  was  a  member  of  the  inner  circle 
of  his  friends  in  whose  bearing  there  had  been  a  change  dur- 
ing the  last  few  days.  His  fellow-disciples  had  not  noticed 
it,  and  perhaps  were  incapable  of  doing  so ;  but  the  quick  eye 
of  the  Master  had  detected  it,  and  it  had  been  a  painful  sur- 
prise and  a  source  of  growing  uneasiness  to  him.  The  disci- 
ple in  question  was  Judas  of  Karioth.  For  some  time  past 
his  zeal  had  been  cooling,  and  a  certain  reserved  and  uneas}' 
air  of  hesitation  had  deepened  during  the  last  few  hours  into 
a  restless  and  perturbed  deportment,  which  he  sought  in  vain 
to  hide  hy  a  show  of  greater  love  and  intimacy*,  and  which 
gave  the  Master  only  too  good  cause  for  anxiet}-.  Perhaps 
he  had  warned  him  indirectly  before,  or  had  taken  him  aside 
to  speak  with  him  ;  but  now  he  watched  him  with  a  mournful 
narrowness  of  observation  that  nothing  could  escape,  and  be- 
fore evening  he  felt  almost  sure  that  his  enemies  had  a  tool  in 
the  inner  circle  of  his  friends ! 

And,  in  truth,  the  evening  or  day  before  Judas  had  with- 
drawn in  secret  from  Bethany  and  gone  to  Jerusalem  to 
secure  an  audience  from  the  ecclesiastical  authorities,  by  the 
instrumentality  of  the  officers  of  the  temple-guard,  or  by  any 
other  means  that  he  could  find.  When  a  private  interview 
was  granted  him,  he  told  the  high  priests  that  he  was  one  of 
the  twelve  chosen  disciples  of  the  Nazarene,  and  was  ready  to 
help  them  in  getting  this  dangerous  leader  into  their  power. 
It  need  hardly  be  said  that  they  greedily  caught  at  his  invalu- 
able offer  of  help ;  that  they  showered  praises  on  the  new  ally 
who  had  come  of  his  own  accord  from  so  unexpected  a  quar- 
ter, and  confirmed  him  in  the  intention  which  they  repre- 
sented as  so  highly  meritorious  and  acceptable  to  God.  It 
was  only  the  day  before  that  they  had  determiped  to  wait  a 
week  before  doing  any  thing,  but  now  they  might  hasten  the 
execution  of  their  schemes  without  prejudice  to  the  cautious 
policy  they  had  then  adopted ;  for  if  they  could  seize  him  and 
carry  out  their  fhrther  plans  at  once  without  any  danger  of 
tumult,  it  would  be  much  better  than  leaving  him  at  Hberty 
▼ou  III.  18 
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all  through  the  feast ;  for  it  was  impossible  to  tell  whether  he 
might  not  cause  disturbances  in  the  very  week  of  Passover 
itself. 

So  the  plan  was  soon  concerted.  Judas  was  to  watch  for 
the  very  earliest  opportunity  of  putting  Jesus  into  the  power 
of  the  magistrates,  and  they  on  their  side  were  to  reward  his 
faithful  zeal  for  the  honor  and  service  of  the  Lord  by  giving 
him  a  sum  of  money. 

A  traitor  among  the  friends  of  Jesus !  How  can  we  help 
pausing  for  a  moment  and  exclaiming,  Is  it  possible  ? 

Our  authorities  leave  us  without  guidance.  The  account, 
which  we  have  ventured  to  expand  a  little,  is  characterized  in 
the  original  by  pathetic  brevity:  "And  Judas  Iskariot,  one 
of  the  Twelve,  went  to  the  high  priests  to  betray  him  to  them. 
AnA  when  they  heard  it  they  were  glad,  and  promised  to  give 
him  money  ;  and  he  sought  how  best  he  might  put  him  into 
their  hands."  Not  an  attempt  at  explanation.  And  yet  what 
a  terrible  enigma ! 

Luke  adds  that  Satan  entered  the  heart  of  Judas  ;  but  no  one 
can  call  that  an  explanation.  Matthew  makes  him  go  to  thb 
authorities  and  say,  "  What  will  you  give  me  to  put  him  into 
your  hands?"  upon  which  they  weigh  out,  or  pay  him,  thirty 
shekels  of  silver  (something  under  £4) .  But  it  is  extremely 
improbable  that  Judas  was  moved  by  simple  love  of  gain,  and 
opened  the  conference  by  attempting  to  strike  his  bargain  at 
once ;  and  the  paltry  sum  of  thirty  shekels,  the  traditional 
average  price  of  a  slave,  ^  is  borrowed  from  the  prophet  Zech- 
ariah,  when  speaking  of  the  miserable  wages  offered  by  the 
people  to  their  shepherd.^  We  are,  therefore,  left  entirely  to 
our  own  conjectures. 

Every  attempt  to  solve  the  mystery  must  start  from  these 
two  facts :  Fiistl}',  that  Judas,  like  the  Eleven,  had  joined  the 
Master  because  he  was  genuinely  moved  b}'  him,  and  had 
been  selected  by  him,  as  one  of  the  best  and  most  promising 
of  his  disciples,  to  be  admitted  and  trained  in  the  inner  circle 
of  daily  intercourse  with  him.  He,  too,  had  left  all  things 
for  the  Master's  sake,  —  had  been  true  to  him  through  all 
vicissitudes  ;  had  probably  been  sent  out  by  him  to  preach  ; " 
had  reverenced  him  as  the  Messiah  that  was  to  be  ;  and  had 
seen  a  glorious  future  opened  through  him  to  himself  and  his 

I  Exodus  xxi.  32. 

s  Zechariah  xi.  12,  13;  see  vol.  ii.  pp.  288,  389;  and  Matthew  zxvii.  7  10. 

"  8m  pp.  181,  182. 
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fellow-disciples.  And,  secondly,  he  was  thorough Vp'  imbued, 
in  common  again  with  his  fellow-disciples,  with  the  worldly 
expectations  of  his  people ;  and  therefore  the  Master's  con- 
stant predictions  of  suffering  so  far  as  he  took  them  in,  and 
the  failure  of  his  decisive  efforts  at  Jerusalem  which  became 
clearer  and  clearer  each  day,  were  a  bitter  disappointment  — 
nay,  a  grievance,  an  enigma,  an  offence  —  to  him. 

It  seems  highly  probable,  therefore,  that  he  took  his  fatal 
step  because  he  considered  that  he  had  been  gi'ossly  deceived 
in  Jesus.  The  event,  he  thought,  had  shown  that  Jesus  was 
not  the  Messiah  he  had  given  himself  out  to  be.  And  with 
his  Master's  promises  all  his  own  prospects  had  vanished  in 
smoke.  And  what  was  he  to  think  of  Jesus  himself  after 
all  these  futile  pretensions?  Perhaps  the  distinctness  with 
which  the  Master  had  announced  his  death  as  close  at  hand, 
at  that  supper  at  Bethany,^  gave  Judas  the  last  impulse.  But 
why  he  especially  deserted  his  Master  and  even  went  over  to 
his  enemies,  whUe  all  the  rest  were  faithful,  it  is  impossible  to 
say.  One  might  perhaps  suppose  that,  as  a  Judsean,  he  was 
more  susceptible  of  the  influence  and  amenable  to  the  author- 
ity of  the  priests  than  his  Galilaean  fellow-disciples  were  ;  and 
that  when  once  he  was  thrown  out  of  harmony  with  Jesus  his 
reverence  for  the  high  priests  reasserted  itself,  and  induced 
him  to  look  upon  his  Master  as  a  false  prophet  whom  it  was 
his  duty  to  hand  over  to  the  authorities.  As  regards  the 
factor  contributed  b}'  his  own  individual  character,  we  may 
perhaps  assume  that  he  was  of  a  phlegmatic  and  eminently 
practical  disposition,  and  that  his  ^^  plain  common  sense '* 
made  him  feel  less  enthusiasm  for  the  Master  than  the  others 
did ;  made^him  realize  more  full}'  the  unfavorable  turn  that 
things  had 'taken,  and  determine  —  after  long  hesitation  and 
long  deliberation  perhaps  —  to  change  sides  before  the  worst 
should  come !  Finally,  despair  of  finding  a  better  solution 
has  sometimes  suggested  the  groundless  supposition,  intended 
to  lighten  the  guilt  and  explain  the  conduct  of  the  traitor, 
that  a  main  or  subsidiary  motive,  or  at  any  rate  a  palliative 
to  his  own  conscience,  was  the  idea  that  by  putting  an  end  to 
the  Master's  indecision  and  procrastination,  and  by  forcing 
on  the  ciisis,  he  would  really  lay  him  under  an  obligation 
should  he  turn  out  in  truth  to  be  the  Messiah  or  monarch  ;  for 
by  precipitating  the  collision  with  the  authorities,  he  would 
compel  him  to  declare  himself  openly,  to  set  a  great  popular 
movement  on  foot  at  the  Passover,  to  ascend  the  throne,  and 
establish  the  kingdom  of  God. 

1  See  pp.  406,  4C7. 
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That  any  one  can  seriously-  put  forward  such  a  conjecture 
as  this  is  the  best  proof  of  our  helpless  ignorance. 

The  two  disciples  had  fulfilled  their  task.  They  had  found 
eyery  thing  ready  in  the  house  of  the  unnamed  friend,  and 
bad  made  the  nccessarj'  provisions,  including  the  preparation 
of  the  lamb  whicl.  was  to  be  the  principal  dish.*  About  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  trumpets  of  the  Levites  gave  the 
signal,  and  the  Jews,  bearing  the  lambs  on  their  shoulders, 
approached  the  court  of  the  temple,  which  was  adorned  with 
varied  tapestries  for  the  occasion.  Then,  between  the  hours 
of  three  and  five,  the  people  themselves  slaughtered  the  lambs, 
which  had  previousl)'  been  examined  b^-  the  priests,  while  the 
trumpets  sounded  and  the  choirs  sang,  and  the  priests,  in  two 
long  rows,  received  the  blood  in  gold  and  silver  vessels, 
passed  it  on  from  one  to  the  other,  and  [K)ured  it  out  at  the 
foot  of  the  altar.  Then  the  animals  were  skinned,  —  still  in 
the  temple,  —  their  kidneys,  fat,  and  liver  left  before  the 
altar,  and  the  rest  wrapped  up  in  the  fleece  and  carried  home 
to  be  roasted  ready  for  the  feast  to  begin  after  sunset.  We 
can  fancy  what  a  bustling  scene  the  mount  of  the  temple 
would  present !  Josephus  tells  us  that  in  the  year  66  a.d.  no 
less  than  256,500  lambs  were  slaughtered;  and  even  if  we 
allow  for  great  exaggeration,  and  assume,  say,  a  fifth  of  that 
number  as  the  average,  still  the  slaughter  and  preparation  of 
the  animals  would  cause  an  indescribable  commotion. 

In  the  evening  Jesus  came  with  his  disciples  and  approached 
the  house  where  the  cheerfuU^'-lighted  hall  awaited  him. 
There  they  took  ofi'  their  sandals,  washed  their  hands  and 
feet,  and  lay  down  on  the  couches.  The  couree  of  the  festivi- 
ties prescribed  by  tradition  was  something  as  follows :  First 
of  all  a  goblet  was  filled,  generally  with  three  parts  of  wine 
to  one  of  water,  an4  was  passed  round  after  the  head  of  the 
family  had  uttered  a  short  thanksgiving  both  for  the  wine 
C  Blessed  art  thou,  O  Lord  our  God !  thou  king  of  the  earth 
who  hast  made  the  fruit  of  the  vine ! ")  and  for  the  feast  day. 
After  this  the  partakers  divided  the  bitter  herbs  and  ate 
some  of  them.  Then  they  served  the  biscuit  of  unleavened 
bread  baked  in  fiat,  round  cakes  about  half  an  inch  thick,  to- 
gether with  the  mess  of  fruit  and  the  roasted  flesh  of  the  Pas- 
chal lamb.  The  head  of  the  family  took  one  of  the  biscuit, 
broke  it  up  with  the  blessing,  ''Praised  be  He  who  makes 
the  bread  come  forth  out  of  the  earth ! "  and  handed  the  piecei 
1  See  vol.  i.  pp.  277,  378. 
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to  those  present,  who  ate  them  together  with  some  of  the 
herbs  dippe.l  in  the  fruit.  While  the  second  cup  of  wine  was 
being  prepared >  the  significance  of  the  feast  was  expounded, 
and  Psalms  cxiii.  and  cxiv.  (the  beginning  of  the  HaUel) 
were  sung,^  after  which  the  cup  went  round.  Then  the  head 
of  the  family  washed  his  hands  again  and  ate  the  first  piece 
of  the  lamb,  as  he  would  presently  eat  the  last ;  upon  which 
the  regular  meal  began,  and  was  passed  in  cheerful  conversa- 
tion, all  eating  to  satiety.  The  meal  was  closed  with  a  third 
cup  of  wine,  called  the  cup  *' of  the  blessing;"  and,  as  a 
fourth  cup  went  round,  the  remainder  of  the  song  of  praise 
(Psalms  cxv.-cxviii.)  was  sung,  and  the  feast  concluded.  A 
fifth  cup  however  was  not  prohibited.  We  may  suppose  that 
these  regulations  were  in  the  main  observed  in  that  uppei 
chamber  to  which  we  have  transported  ourselves  in  imagina- 
tion, and  where  Jesus  took  the  place  of  the  head  of  the 
family. 

But  in  one  respect  this  circle  of  friends  formed  a  sad 
exception  to  the  general  rule.  The  Paschal  supper  was  pre- 
eminently a  time  of  rejoicing.  But  here  there  was  a  cloud 
upon  the  feast.  The  first  words  that  Jesus  uttered  as  he 
reclined  upon  the  couch,  though  they  testified  to  a  certain 
sense  of  joy,  had  yet  a  mournful  ring :  *'  How  have  I  longed 
to  eat  this  Passover  with  you  [before  I  suffer] ,  for  I  shall  not 
eat  it  again  till  it  be  the  true  feast  of  redemption  in  the 
kingdom  of  God."  But  it  was  not  onl}'  the  thought  of  the 
approaching  severance  that  weighed  upon  his  heart,  —  it  was 
far  more  the  sense  of  distrust  which  he  had  never  felt  before 
when  in  the  midst  of  his  friends. 

And  when  all  the  symbolical  ceremonies  that  introduced 
the  feast  were  over,  it  must  have  become  more  obvious  than 
ever  that  Jesus  was  under  some  painful  restraint.  He  could 
not  go  on  with  the  meal;  and  the  dark  suspicion  that  he 
cherished  forced  him  at  last  to  give  it  utterance.  A  deep  sigh 
broke  the  strsuned  and  painful  silence,  and  he  cried  :  ^^  I  tell 
you,  one  of  you  here  at  table  with  me  is  about  to  give  me  up 
into  the  hands  of  my  enemies ! "  Is  it  possible  that  he  hoped 
to  arrive  at  greater  certainty,  to  hold  back  the  disciple  who 
was  in  such  fearfhl  peril,  and  to  draw  a  frank  and  penitent 
confession  from  him?  If  so,  he  was  disappointed.  The 
fHends  were  bewildered.  They  could  not  understand  it,  save 
one.  They  knew  that  such  a  deed  would  be  utterly  impossi- 
ble to  them ;  and  not  in  the  least  for  their  own  8atisfact'.on« 
1  See  vol  i.  p.  280. 
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but  eimply  to  clear  themselves  from  each  other's  snspicioiiB, 
they  began,  first  one  and  then  another,  to  ask,  ^^It  is  not 
I?"  "  Master,  it  is  not  I?"  But  Jesus  had  no  intention  of 
saying  more.  The  warning  would  be  understood  by  him 
whom  it  concerned.  So  he  only  emphasized  the  blackness 
of  the  deed :  "  It  is  one  of  you  twelve  who  are  here  dipping 
your  bread  in  one  dish  with  me !  The  Son  of  Man  must  in- 
deed go,  as  it  is  written  of  him ;  but  woe  to  him  by  whom 
the  Son  of  Man  is  betrayed  I  It  were  well  for  that  man  had 
he  never  been  born." 

Here  the  first  Gospel  adds  that  Judas  asked  again,  '^  Rabbi, 
is  it  I?"  and  that  Jesus  answered  that  it  was.  But  this  is 
incredible.  If  the  Eleven  had  known  that  Judas  was  the 
traitor,  they  would  not  have  quietly  allowed  him  to  go  his 
way.  It  is  far  more  probable  that  even  the  account  we  have 
already  taken  from  the  Gospels  represents  Jesus  as  having 
spoken  more  definitel}'  than  he  reallj^  did.  If  he  did  not 
announce  a  fact,  but  spoke  of  an  urgent  danger,  as  a  solemn 
warning  against  desertion,  the  disciples  may  well  have  re- 
garded it  at  the  time  as  another  instance  of  his  gloomy  fore- 
bodings, while  they  afterwards  involuntarily  threw  it  into  a 
more  definite  form. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  it  was  some  relief  to  Jesus  to  have  given 
utterance  to  what  oppressed  him.  The  meal  went  on,  though 
with  little  sign  of  festive  joy.  After  a  time  they  spoke  of 
other  things,  of  which  however  we  have  lost  ail  record.  Luke 
indeed  indicates  several  subjects  as  spoken  of  at  this  last 
meeting;  but  much  of  what  he  gives  us  on  this  occasion 
finds  its  true  place  elsewhere.  Such  for  instance  is  an  ex- 
hortation to  ministering  love,  rising  from  a  dispute  about 
precedence,^  and  concluded  with  a  reference  to  the  example 
of  Jesus  himself:  "  Who  is  greater,  the  guest  or  the  servant? 
Surely  the  guest.  And  yet  I  am  among  you  as  a  servant ! " 
We  can  more  readily  believe  that  Jesus  cast  a  retrospective 
glance  upon  all  that  they  had  gone  through  together,  com- 
mended their  unshaken  fidelity,  and  expressly  named  them 
his  successors  now  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  them : 
'^  You  are  the  men  who  have  clung  to  me  in  all  my  trials,  and 
to  you  do  I  commit  the  kingdom  as  my  Father  has  committed 
't  to  me."  But  some  suspicion  is  thrown  even  upon  this  say- 
ing by  the  words  that  follow  it.^  Luke  also  represents  certain 
words  as  uttered  at  table  which  we  shall  follow  Matthew  and 

1  Luke  zxji.  24-37.    See  p.  85S. 
a  Luke  xxii.  28-30.    See  p.  846. 
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MariE  in  placing  later,  —  after  Jesus  and  his  disviiples  had  left 
the  hall. 

So  the  meal  was  ended.  Jesus  himself  was  completely 
dominated  by  the  thoaght  that  a  fatal  termination  of  the 
struggle  was  close  at  hand  ;  but  he  had  again  perceived  how 
far  he  was  from  having  really  imparted  his  conception  of  the 
future  to  his  friends.  Their  preconceived  ideas  so  blinded 
them  to  the  true  state  of  things,  that  in  spite  of  bis  repeated 
framings  they  were  still  unprepared  for  the  catastrophe.  It 
was  therefore  for  their  sakes  as  well  as  because  he  felt  im- 
pelled himself  to  give  words,  and  if  possible  some  yet  more 
emphatic  utterance,  to  the  dark  forebodings  as  well  as  the  un- 
shaken hopes  which  filled  him,  that  he  obeyed  the  inspiration 
of  a  sudden  thought,  and  performed  a  simple  action  which 
produced  so  deep  an  impression  on  his  friends  as  to  lead  to 
most  remarkable  results.  He  raised  his  head,  and  there  was 
something  in  his  face  which  riveted  the  attention  of  his  disci- 
ples. The}^  followed  him  with  their  eyes  as  he  took  two  cakes 
of  bread,  laid  them  before  him,  uttered  the  customary  blessing, 
and  broke  one  of  them  into  thirteen  pieces,  one  of  which  he 
ate,  and  placed  the  rest  upon  the  other  cake,  which  served  as 
a  plate,  and  passed  it  to  his  friends  with  the  words,  ^^  Eat 
it.  It  is  my  body."  Then  he  filled  the  cup  to  the  brim,  set 
it  on  the  table,  and,  after  the  usual  thanksgiving,  raised  it  to 
his  lips  and  then  passed  it  round  sa}  ing,  as  they  all  drank 
from  it:  "This  is  my  blood  of  the  covenant,  that  shall  flow 
for  the  salvation  of  many.  Of  a  truth  I  tell  you  that  I  shall 
never  again  drink  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine  tiU  the  great  day 
when  I  shall  drink  it  new  in  the  perfected  kingdom  of  God  ! " 

No  one  present  could  fail  for  a  moment  to  comprehend  his 
meaning.  It  was  a  s^-mbolical  action,  after  the  manner  of 
the  prophets.  We  have  more  than  once  seen  Jeremiah,  for 
example,  adopt  a  like  method  of  enforcing  his  words  by  ac- 
companying them  with  some  visible  illustration.^  "  Even  as 
I  break  this  bread,"  Jesus  meant  to  say,  "  so  shall  my  body 
\fe  broken  and  slain ;  even  as  this  wine  flows  out  so  shall  my 
blood  flow.  Nay,  my  death  is  so  near  at  hand  that  I  shall 
never  drink  wine  again,  shall  never  more  lie  down  to  meat, 
in  this  world."  It  is  possible,  however,  that  he  spoke,  as 
Matthew  says,  of  this  wine,  —  that  is  to  say,  the  wine  of  the 
Passover,  —  and  only  meant  that  as  this  was  the  first  so  it 
was  alsc  the  last  Passover  which  he  would  live  to  celebrate 
1  See  ToL  u.  pp.  374,  366,  367,  tt  teq. 
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with  his  friends.  In  any  case,  he  uttered  his  firm  oonviction 
that  he  would  rise  again,  —  that  he  would  be  reunited  to  his 
disciples,  and  in  the  immediate  future,  when  heaven  and  earth 
were  made  new,  would  taste  the  joy  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
here  upon  this  earth. 

Yet  more.  It  was  not  enough  for  his  friends  to  believe 
that  salvation  would  come  in  spite  of  his  fall,  —  they  must 
know  that  his  death  was  the  very  means  by  which  it  would 
be  secured :  his  blood  that  would  so  soon  be  shed  was  the 
''blood  of  the  covenant."  We  must  remember  in  this  con- 
nection that  in  ancient  times  a  sacrifice  was  alwa3'S  made  at 
the  conclusion  of  a  treat)-.  In  the  blood  that  was  shed  lay 
the  real  significance  of  the  ceremony.  The  Israelites  regarded 
blood  as  pre-eminent!)-  sacred,  for  they  believed  it  to  be  the 
seat  and  principle  of  life,  or  the  very  life  itself,  —  so  that  when 
the  blood  of  the  victim  was  sprinkled  upon  the  two  parties  to 
a  treaty  the}'  were  brought  into  the  very  closest  connection 
with  each  other  as  sharers  in  one  life,  pledged  to  inviolable 
fidelity.^  Now,  tradition  declared  that  when  Moses  sealed 
the  covenant  between  Yahweh  and  Israel  upon  Mount  Siniu, 
he  had  said  as  he  sprinkled  the  blood,  ''  This  is  the  blood  of 
the  covenant,"  —  that  is  to  say,  the  blood  by  which  the  cove- 
nant  is  established.^  It  was  to  this  that  Jesus  now  referred 
as  he  adopted  the  expression.  That  covenant  had  never  been 
carried  out,  for  one  of  the  parties  to  it  had  proved  faithless ; 
and  therefore  the  promise  of  the  Lord  had  not  been  fulfilled, 
and  the  kingdom  of  God  had  not  come.  But  what  Moses 
had  intended,  he,  Jesus,  was  to  accomplish ;  and  that,  too, 
at  the  moment  of  his  death.  As  his  blood  flowed  out,  the 
covenant  would  be  established,  — the  true  and  eternal  cove- 
nant which  had  failed  before,  the  covenant  between  God  and 
man,  between  the  Father  and  his  children,  the  covenant  of 
love,  of  life,  of  blessedness.  Well  might  he  say  that  his 
blood  would  flow  for  the  salvation  of  many !  And  when  his 
death  had  brought  to  pass  what  his  life  had  failed  to  accom- 
plish, —  when  ere  long  all  things  were  glorified,  —  he  relied 
upon  returning  and  sharing  with  his  dear  ones  the  extreme 
of  bliss. 

This  is  the  simplest  account  of  what  took  place,  and  is 
given  by  Mark.  The  first  Gospel  agrees  with  it,  except  that 
it  makes  Jesus  say  that  his  blood  of  the  covenant  was  shed 
for  many  "for  the  forgiveness  of  sins."    But  this  idet  that 

1  Compare  1  Peter  i.  2. 

s  See  vol.  ii.  p.  966;  Exodus  xziv.  6-8 ;  Hebrews  ix.  18  ff. 
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his  death  would  he  an  atoning  sacrifice,  as  well  as  a  sacrifice 
of  the  covenant,  is  entirely  foreign  to  the  context ;  for  Jesu? 
simply  declares  that  his  sublime  mission  of  establishing  the 
covenant  or  the  kingdom  of  God  would  be  fulfilled  at  the  very 
moment  when  his  enemies  imagined  they  were  crushing  himi 
and  that  he  would  triumph  in  his  fall.  We  possess  yet  an- 
other account  of  this  symbolical  action,  however,  fh>m  the 
pen  of  an  earlier  authority  than  our  Evangelists ;  for  Paul 
mentions  it  in  the  first  "  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,"  *  and  the 
version  given  by  Luke  agrees  with  his.  This  account  differs 
from  the  other  in  several  points  of  minor  importance.  For 
instance,  Luke  at  an}'  rate  makes  Jesus  drink  no  more  wine 
even  at  that  same  supper, — so  that  he  literal!}'  tasted  wine  for 
the  last  time  when  he  uttered  the  memorable  words ;  both 
Luke  and  Paul  imply  that  a  considerable  interval,  if  not  the 
whole  meal-time,  elapsed  between  the  breaking  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  bread,  —  as  a  symbol  of  his  body  that  would  be 
given  up  for  men,  —  and  the  passing  round  of  the  cup  "  of 
the  blessing,"  *  which  pointed  to  the  covenant  established  by 
the  pouring  out  of  his  blood;  and,  more  in  the  spirit  of 
Paul  than  that  of  Jesus,  the}-  both  make  the  Master  speak  — 
not  of  the  covenant,  the  only  one  that  ever  was  or  is,  but  — 
of  the  new  covenant  in  contrast  with  the  old  covenant  of 
Moses.*  But  the  really  important  peculiarit}'  of  their  version 
is  that  the}'  make  Jesus  say,  as  he  gives  his  disciples  the 
bread,  '*  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me ; "  and  again,  as  he 
passes  the  cup,  '^  Do  this,  as  often  as  you  drink,  in  remem- 
brance of  me."  This  points  to  an  express  institution  initiated 
by  Jesus,  of  which  there  is  not  a  hint  in  Matthew  or  Mark. 

An  institution !  —  but  not,  as  is  often  supposed,  the  institu- 
tion of  the  ''  Lord's  Supper."  If  these  words  are  genuine,  — 
and  we  cannot  definitely  say  that  they  are  not,  —  they  proba- 
bly convey  no  more  than  a  simple  request  on  the  part  of  Jesus 
that  when  his  friends  met  together  at  meals  they  would  think 
of  him,  of  this  last  meeting,  and  of  his  death.  Hence  arose 
the  custom,  not  only  among  the  Twelve  but  among  all  the 
believers,  of  celebrating  "  the  meal  of  the  Lord,"  *  in  com- 
memoration of  his  death,  whenever  the  conmiunity  assem- 
bled. We  need  not  do  more  than  indicate  in  a  single  word 
how  this  solemnity  gradually  degenerated  in  the  Christian 
Church,  under  the  infiuence  of  growing  superstition,  until 
the  woids  "  This  is  my  body"  were  taken  literally,  —  till  the 

1  Ck>rinthiaiis  xi.  20  ff. ;  compare  x.  16  ff.  ^1  Corinthians  x.  16. 

*  ComiMune  vol.  ii.  p.  385.  *  1  Corintiiians  xl.  90. 
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bread,  or  ^'  wafer/'  and  the  wine  were  supposed  to  change, 
under  the  blessing  of  the  priest,  into  the  veritable  body  and 
blood  of  Christ ;  till  the  sacrifice  of  the  ^^  mass  '*  had  assumed 
its  full  proportions  as  the  bloodless  repetitioa  of  Christ's 
atoning  death. 

It  is  at  least  equally  probable,  however,  that  Jesus  did  not 
really  use  these  words  at  all.  In  that  case,  the  deep  impres- 
sion which  his  symbolical  action  had  made  upon  his  disciples 
that  evening  was  itself  enough  to  establish  the  usage  among 
them  of  thinking  more  especially  of  his  death  as  they  broke 
the  bread  and  passed  round  the  cup  at  their  brotherly  meet- 
ings ;  and  then  this  usage,  which  they  felt  to  be  completely 
in  his  spirit,  reacted  upon  the  history  till  the  words  '^  l)o  this 
in  remembrance  of  me "  were  put  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus 
himself.  For  we  must  remember  that  Paul  himself  was  not 
present ;  and  though  he  is  the  earliest  witness  we  have,  yet 
even  his  account  dates  from  twenty  years  after  the  event 
itself.  The  stream  of  tradition  ft'om  which  he  drew  maj 
therefore  have  been  troubled  already. 

So  much  is  certain,  that  the  impression  was  indelible.  It 
was  the  farewell  meal  of  Jesus  with  his  friends ;  and  when 
the  event  had  brought  home  this  fact  to  them,  how  vividly 
his  image  must  have  risen  up  before  them  as  he  reclined  at 
meat  with  them,  and  visibly  presented  his  death  before  their 
eyes !  ^ 

And  all  Christendom,  not  wishing  to  fall  short  of  the  dis- 
ciples and  first  confessors  in  rendering  the  tribute  of  rev- 
erence to  Jesus,  has  rightly  held  the  memory  of  that  last 
gathering  sacred,  —  has  kept  that  evening,  and  the  jnage 
of  that  noble  Friend  and  Brother,  who  stands  prepared  to 
offer  himself  up  for  the  world,  in  imperishable  honor  1 

1  See  Luke  uiv.  30,  3L 
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Chapteb  XXXIV. 

GBTHSEMANE. 

Matthew  XXVI.  8O-66.1 

AND  now,  as  usage  required,  the  festive  meal  was  ended 
(before  midnight)  by  the  chanting  of  the  second  part 
of  the  Hallel,  during  which  all  stood  up ;  and  then  the  party 
left  the  hospitable  roof.  They  followed  the  usual  road  out 
of  the  dty,  across  the  Eidron  and  up  the  Mount  of  Olives. 
In  the  street  JudHs  succeeded  in  stealing  away  unmarked, 
unless,  as  is  hardly  probable,  he  had  found  some  earlier 
opportunity  of  quietty  withdrawing.  As  soon  as  Jesus  missed 
him,  he  suspected  that  he  had  gone  to  put  his  unhallowed 
scheme  into  execution.  Should  he  take  to  flight?  It  would 
only  avail  him  for  a  moment,  if  at  all ;  and  besides  he  was 
already  committed  to  stand  his  ground.  The  attempt  to 
escape  would  now  be  unworthy  of  him,  and  the  voice  within 
forbade  it.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  he  must  instantly  pre- 
pare his  followers  for  the  worst.  "  When  I  sent  j'ou  out," 
he  said,  '^  with  neither  purse  nor  wallet  nor  sandals,  did  you 
want  for  any  thing?"*  "Nothing,"  they  replied  at  once. 
**But  now,"  he  said,  "whoever  has  a  purse  or  wallet  let 
him  take  it ;  and  whoever  has  none  let  him  sell  his  very 
coat  and  get  a  sword.  For  I  tell  you  that  that  text —  '  He 
wtA  reckoned  among  the  transgressors'*  —  must  be  now  ful- 
filled in  me ;  for  my  end  is  near  at  hand."  ''  Master,  we 
have  two  swords,"  answered  the  disciples  —  as  if  that  would 
have  helped  them !  —  and  Jesus  seeing  that  the}'  did  not  un- 
derstand broke  them  short  abruptly. 

We  can  by  no  means  vouch  for  every  word  of  this  conver- 
sation, least  of  all  for  the  cilation  from  the  Second  Isaiah ; 
but  in  the  main  it  seems  to  be  authentic.  It  is  only  given  in 
Luke.  The  other  two  Gospels,  in  their  turn,  put  the  follow- 
ing prediction  upon  the  Master's  lips :  "  You  will  all  disown 
me  tills  night,  for  it  is  written,  ^  I  will  smite  the  shepherd, 
and  the  sheep  of  the  flock  will  be  scattered ; '  ^  but  when  I  have 
risen  again  I  will  go  before  you  into  Galilee."    Whereupon 

1  Blark  xiv.  96-52;  Luke  zzii  81-53.  >  See  pp.  182-184. 

•  iMdah  liii  19.  «  Zechariah  ziu.  7. 
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Peter  answers:  "Though  every  one  should  disown  you,  J 
never  will  I "  Alas !  his  very  confidence  would  make  him  first 
to  fall !  "  This  very  night,"  said  Jesus,  "  before  cock-crow, 
you  will  den3  three  times  that  you  know  me ! "  '*  Though  1 
must  die  with  you,  yet  will  I  never  deny  you ! "  cried  the  dis- 
ciple ;  and  all  the  others  joined  in  his  protestation  of  invinci- 
ble fidelity*  Then  Jesus  seeing  how  little  Peter  and  the  others 
knew  themselves,  and  how  they  threw  to  the  winds  his  exhor- 
tation to  redoubled  vigilance,  ui^ed  it  no  more.  According 
to  the  third  Gospel,  he  clothed  his  warning  in  the  following 
words :  "  Simon,  Simon !  Satan  has  demanded  you  all  [as 
he  once  demanded  Job  from  God],  to  winnow  you  like 
wheat  [and  make  you  deseit  me].  But  I  have  prayed  for 
you,  that  your  faith  may  not  fail.  And  do  you,  when  once  you 
have  come  to  repentance,  strengthen  your  brothers ! "  Upon 
which  the  other  answered:  "Lord,  I  am  ready  to  go  with 
you  to  prison  and  to  death ! " 

Unquestionably  there  is  truth  at  the  foundation  of  this  nar- 
rative, but  we  cannot  accept  it  as  it  stands.  Jesus,  we  may 
well  believe,  expressed  his  fear  that  when  he  fell  for  a  time, 
as  he  soon  must  do,  his  disciples*  faith  in  him  would  be  shaken, 
and  the}'  would  even  desert  him ;  and  he  warned  Peter  more 
especial!}',  since  he  was  the  most  impetuous,  and  therefore 
the  most  in  danger  of  them  all.  But  Peter  would  not  take 
the  warning.  Jesus  probabl}-  seized  this  san^e  opportunity  to 
testify  his  firm  belief  in  the  revival  of  the  disciples'  faith,  and 
it  is  even  possible  that  he  advised  them  to  retreat  to  Galilee. 
But  when  the  Gosi)els  make  him  definitely  declare  that  that 
very  night  they  will  all  desert  him ;  that  Peter  will  deny  that 
he  knows  him,  not  once  only,  but  three  times  over,  before  the 
end  of  the  third  night-watch,  that  is  to  say  before  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning ;  when  Mark,  who  takes  the  refisrence  to  the 
hour  in  a  slavish!}'  literal  sense,  makes  him  specify  that  the 
triple  denial  will  take  place  "before  the  cock  has  crowed 
twice  ; "  when  all  three  Evangelists  make  him  directly  after- 
wai*ds  predict  his  resurrection  quite  incidentally,  as  if  it  were 
a  matter  of  course  or  a  thing  of  no  importance,  —  then  we  are 
safe  in  concluding  that  the  predictions  are  frameil  to  corre- 
spond with  the  actual,  or  rather  with  the  supposed,  results. 

But  we  do  not  in  the  least  require  these  later  elaborationg 
to  enable  us  to  comprehend  all  the  depth  of  sadness  and  anx- 
iety with  which  the  thought  of  his  disciples'  weakness  must 
have  inspired  Jesus  at  this  moment;  how  far  he  was  fix)m 
cheating  himself  by  a  flattering  and  shallow  confidence  tlial 
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all  would  yet  go  well ;  and  how  great  that  faith  in  the  power 
of  truth  and  love  must  have  been- which  enitbled  him  to  over- 
come his  fear,  to  rest  assured  of  the  renewed  allegiance  of 
his  disciples,  and  know  that  his  toil  and  conflict  and  self- 
sacrifice  could  not  be  in  vain. 

Meanwhile  the  company  had  reached  the  estate  of  Greth- 
semane,  on  their  way  to  Bethany.  This  place  must  have 
belonged  to  some  friend  of  Jesus,  and  from  its  position  on 
the  Mount  of  Olives,  and  its  name,  which  signifies  ''  oil  press," 
we  may  conclude  that  it  was  an  olive-yard  provided  with  the 
necessary  offices.  Here  Jesus  turned  aside.  Was  he  seek- 
ing a  safer  refiige  than  his  usual  lodging  gave  him  ?  It  hardlj' 
seems  probable.  Did  he  intend  to  spend  the  night  there  in 
the  open  air  ^  because  it  was  so  late,  or  because  the  Law  pre- 
scribed the  custom  of  remaining  in  the  holy  city  till  the  morn- 
ing after  the  Paschal  meal?*  This  portion  of  the  western 
slope  of  the  hill  was  indeed  regarded  as  within  the  precincts 
of  Jerusalem,*  but  the  commandment  in  question  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  strictly  observed,  and  Jesus  would  in  no 
case  recognize  its  binding  force.^  It  is  more  probable  that,  in 
consequence  of  his  conversations  with  the  disciples  and  the 
danger  which  threatened  him  at  every  step,  he  was  overcome 
by  violent  emotions  which  he  felt  he  could  control  no  longer, 
and  so  withdrew  for  a  few  moments  to  recover  his  equanimity 
and  self-command  before  pursuing  his  way  to  Bethany.  This 
agrees  with  the  words  he  addressed  to  the  disciples  as  he 
entered  the  garden  :  *'  Sit  down  here  while  I  go  in  to  pray." 
The  presence  of  his  disciples  at  the  entrance  would  also  serve 
as  a  precaution  against  surprise. 

But  this  time,  contrary  to  his  wont,  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
alone  as  he  prayed.  In  his  tensor  and  oppression  of  heart  he 
needed  the  companionship  and  support  of  his  nearest  friends, 
and  he  took  Peter  and  the  two  sons  of  Zebedee  with  him.  In 
deep  dejection  he  entered  the  garden  with  them,  and  then  he 
could  contain  himself  no  longer.  He  wrung  his  hands  in  an 
agon}'  of  sorrow  and  dismay,  and  then  cried  to  his  disciples 
with  an  appeal  to  their  friendship :  "  My  soul  is  sorrowful,  to 
the  very  death  !  Stay  here  and  watch  with  me."  So  the  three 
lay  down  while  he  went  on  a  few  steps  further,  threw  himself 
not  onlf  on  his  knees,  but  with  his  face  upon  the  groimd. 

^  Compare  Matthew  xxyi.  45;  Mark  xiv.  41. 

2  Deuteronomy  xvi.  7.  «  See  p.  860. 

4  Compare  pp.  215,  216. 
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and  prayed.  All  was  as  still  as  death,  and  the  silver  rays  of 
the  fiill  moon  played  fantastically  with  the  shadows  of  the 
olive-leaves.  After  a  time  Jesus  found  words  for  his  prayer, 
and  above  his  sobs  the  three  friends  heard,  ''  Father,  if  it  be 
possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me !  And  yet  not  my  will, 
but  thine  be  done ! " 

Is  it  strange  that  Jesus,  who  had  seen  the  threatening 
storm  gathering  in  the  distance  and  drawing  ever  nearer, 
now  prayed  that  he  might  be  spared  from  suffering  and  death  ? 
Is  it  strange  that  he  who  had  looked  all  danger  steadfastly  in 
the  face  now  seemed  to  lose  his  courage  at  the  last?  Doubt- 
less it  was  a  grievous  disappointment  to  Jesus  himself,  when 
he  found  that  the  conflict  he  imagined  to  be  over  had  returned 
in  all  its  fierceness,  that  the  terror  he  had  already  vanquished 
was  once  more  too  strong  for  him.  Yet  in  our  eyes  he  would 
be  less  gi-eat,  less  lovable,  had  he  gone  to  meet  his  fate  im- 
passively as  a  man  of  steel,  suppressing  every  human  feeling 
without  apparent  effort.  The  more  keenly  he  felt  his  lot  and 
the  fiercer  the  conflict  in  his  own  bosom,  the  greater  was  his 
triumph  and  the  higher  his  claims  to  our  reverence.  And 
who  so  dull  as  not  to  feel  that  the  various  events  of  the  even- 
ing must  have  touched  him  to  the  quick,  while  the  very  mid- 
night hour  would  heighten  his  feeling  of  oppression.  Besides, 
even  when  he  had  suspected  or  foreseen  the  issue  most  dis- 
tinctly, it  had  always  been  to  some  extent  uncertain ;  it  had 
always  left  a  possibility  of  hope :  and  in  any  case  it  is  one 
thing  to  see  the  clouds  gathering  more  or  less  in  the  distance, 
another  to  know  that  the  bolt  may  fall  at  any  instant.  Had 
Judas  gone  for  men  ?  Were  the}'  drawing  near  or  lying  in 
wait  for  him  even  now?  Were  they  approaching  him  that 
very  moment?  He  could  expect  no  mercy  at  the  hands  of 
the  authorities  to  whom  he  seemed  so  dangerous.  He  must 
prepare  for  the  very  worst.  Snatched  away  from  his  work 
and  from  his  friends  in  the  ver}*  flower  of  his  life !  And  death 
approached  him  in  its  most  ghastly  shape,  —  as  the  death  of  a 
malefactor  with  all  its  attendant  shame  and  horror.  Was  this 
the  promise  on  which  he  began  his  work  ?  Was  it  true,  was 
it  inevitable,  that  he  must  face  this  lot?  Why  could  it  not  be 
otherwise?  All  things  were  possible  to  Grod,  even  the  con- 
vei*sion  of  the  bitterest  foes  of  truth  into  its  friends.  Why 
should  not  He?  .  .  .  Oh,  if  it  could,  if  it  might,  but  be  that 
the  kingdom  of  God  should  come  without  this  bitter  trial ! 

•  .  Thus  did  he  wrestle  with  God  in  prayer.  But  if  the 
only  escape  lay  through  desertion  of  his  post,  he  would  nol 
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seize  it.  He  would  obey  God's  holy  will  and  not  the  prompt- 
ings of  his  own  carnal  natare.  He  would  be  true  to  the  last 
to  the  task  and  mission  of  his  life.  But  if  it  could,  if  it 
could! 

What  he  said  after  the  few  words  we  have  given,  and  how 
long  he  prayed,  we  know  not.  The  three  disciples  who  were 
the  only  witnesses  had  nothing  to  report,  for  the  same  emo- 
tions tliat  had  strained  the  nerves  of  Jesus  to  such  insupport- 
able tension  had  excited  his  friends  to  a  moment's  effort,  and 
had  then  left  them  numbed  and  insensate.  When  Jesus  had 
already  partiallj'  regained  his  self-possession  and  came  to 
speak  to  them,  he  found  them  sleeping!  Even  his  truest 
friends  could  give  him  no  sj-mpathy,  or,  at  any  rate,  not  even 
the  semblance  of  support.  There  was  a  tone  of  reproachful 
disappointment  in  the  question  he  addressed  to  them,  espe- 
cially to  Peter,  who  had  been  so  loud  in  his  promises,  but 
now  —  "Asleep!  Could  you  not  watch  a  single  hour  with 
me?  Be  vigilant,  and  pray  to  God  that  you  be  spared 
temptation.  The  spirit  indeed  is  willing,  but  the  flesh  is 
weak." 

In  these  las£  words  he  uttered  his  own  recent  experience ; 
and  if  he  felt  that  he  himself  was  weak,  what  must  he  not 
have  feared  for  these  well-meaning,  but  alas!  so  feeble, 
friends?  As  for  himself,  welcome  as  their  support  would 
have  been,  he  no  longer  complained  of  its  falling  him.  He 
found  all  that  he  needed  in  his  God.  Once  more  he  with- 
drew and  bent  down  in  prayer.  "My  Father,  if  this  cup 
cannot  pass  away  without  my  drinking  it,  thy  will  be  done ! " 
His  friends  heard  no  more,  or  could  not  remember  more ;  but 
these  few  words  suffice  to  show  how  completely  he  sur- 
rendered his  own  will,  how  unconditionally  he  yielded  all 
that  God  required.  When  he  returned  to  his  disciples  he 
found  them  asleep  again,  and  when  he  roused  them  they 
Here  too  dazed  to  exchange  a  word  with  him,  so  completely 
had  their  powers  collapsed.  So  he  left  them,  and  found  his 
refuge  in  God.  At  last  he  had  completely  regained  his  self- 
command.  Then  he  was  ready  for  the  worst ;  and  when  he 
stood  by  his  disciples  once  more,  it  was  with  the  words  of 
forgiving  gentleross,  "Nay,  nay,  sleep  on,  and  have  your 
rest ! " 

Such  is  the  moving  scene  of  the  Master's  wrestling  of  sou) 
in  Gethsemane  !  The  apostolic  age  itself  did  well  in  attach- 
ing high  importance  to  it  as  the  proof  that  the  great  Exem- 
plar and  Perfecter,  however  highly  exalted  above  his  brothers, 
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had  yot  been  like  to  them  in  all  things,  — had  felt  with  them  ; 
had  known  their  temptations,  their  conflicts,  their  weakness, 
and  had  only  learned  complete  obedience  and  realized  his 
calling  by  means  of  safTering.^  And  let  him  who  knows  it 
not  abeady  learn  from  this  scene  that  there  is  nothing  shame- 
ful in  shrinking  from  suffering,  if  we  overcome  our  dread  by 
faith.  Never,  perhaps,  has  a  word  been  spoken  upon  earth 
that  has  unlocked  such  treasures  of  consolation  and  strength 
in  suffering  as  that  pra3'er  of  Jesus :  "  Thy  will  be  done." 

We  need  not  be  surprised  that  oral  tradition  soon  height- 
ened the  coloring  of  this  scene.  Luke  can  already  tell  us 
how  an  angel  appeared  from  heaven  to  Jesus  as  he  prayed, 
and  strengthened  him  ;  and  how  he  prayed  so  earnestly  in  the 
iierceness  of  his  conflict  with  himself  that  the  sweat  started 
out  like  gouts  of  blood  and  dropped  upon  the  giound.  But 
the  obvious  exaggeration  of  this  addition  cannot  throw  any 
reasonable  doubt  upon  the  authenticit}'  of  the  original  ac- 
count, though  even  there  the  details  are  from  the  nature  of 
the  case  uncertain.  Matthew,  for  instance,  speaks  of  three 
several  praj-ers,  which  is  a  round  number ;  whereas  Luke  ex- 
pressly mentions  onl}'  one,  and  Mark  two.  The  invincible 
drowsiness  of  the  only  witnesses  throws  a  certain  haze  of 
unceilainty  over  all  details. 

Two  remarks  ma}-  serve  to  support  the  authenticity  of  the 
nan-ative.  The  prayer  of  Jesus  indicates  that  to  the  very 
last  he  believed  that  there  was  a  possibility  of  the  kingdom 
of  God  being  founded  without  his  falling  a  sacrifice  himself, 
and  was  to  some  extent  uncertain  as  to  his  own  fate.  It  was 
just  this  alternation  that  caused  him  such  agony  of  soul  when 
the  hope  that  had  grown  ever  weaker,  that  he  had  almost 
completel}'  suppressed  at  the  Paschal  supper,  for  a  moment 
reasserted  itself.  Here  then  the  Gospels,  which  made  him 
announce  his  fearful  end  as  absolutely  certain  weeks  before, 
correct  themselves.  And  again,  this  terrible  antecedent  con- 
flict gives  us  the  needful  explanation  of  the  Master's  mood 
and  bearing  during  the  dread  hours  that  follow.  There  is  a 
certain  proud,  immovable  loftiness  in  him;  he  suppresses 
ever}'  emotion  ;  not  the  most  gaUing  insult  or  the  fiercest  suf- 
fering can  draw  a  sigh,  much  less  a  cry  of  lamentation  or  of 
pain,  from  him,  until  his  strength  forsakes  him  a  few  momenta 
before  his  death.  This  lofty  and  unshaken  self-reliance  and 
reliance  upon  God,  —  this  strength  of  will,  this  might  of  spirit, 

1  Hebrews  ii.  10,  17,  iv.  16,  v.  2,  7-10. 
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without  which  he  could  not  have  endured  the  fierce  ordeal,  -^ 
was  the  fruit  of  that  hour  in  the  olive-garden. 

"Wake  up!  The  time  has  come!  The  Son  of  Man  is 
already  betrayed  into  sinners'  hands !  Rise  up  and  let  us  go ! 
The  traitor  is  here  !  "  Such  were  the  cries  witti  which  Jesus 
roused  his  friends,  and,  as  they  sprang  up  still  only  half 
awake,  endeavored  to  apprise  tiiem  of  the  instant  danger. 
He  had  heard  in  the  distance  the  sound  of  rapidly  approach- 
ing footsteps ;  then  the  eight  disciples  he  had  left  at  the  en- 
trance i-ushed  in  with  a  terrified  alarm  upon  their  lips,  while 
close  upon  their  heels  came  an  armed  band  of  men  with  Judas 
at  their  head.  As  though  he  were  still  a  friend,  as  though 
he  were  rejoiced  to  see  his  Master  again  after  a  few  hours* 
absence,  the  traitor  ran  to  him  and  kissed  him  twice  upon  the 
cheek,  with  the  cry,  "Hail,  Rabbi!"  Or,  according  to  an- 
other account,  he  shouted,  "Rabbi!  Rabbi!"  as  if  he  too 
would  warn  him  of  the  danger. 

This  kiss  was  a  preconcerted  signal,  —  so  at  least  it  struck 
the  other  disciples,  for  of  course  the  conspirators  themselves 
never  gave  any  information.  When  Judas  had  stolen  away 
from  tiie  others  he  had  gone  straight  to  the  temple,  which 
was  reopened  at  midnight  on  this  special  evening.  There  he 
had  asked  the  ofiScer  in  charge  to  give  ^Im  some  men  to  ena- 
ble him  to  carry  out  his  promise.  The  majority  of  the  guards 
on  service  were  required  just  then  in  the  temple  itself;  but 
some  of  them,  strengthened  by  dependants  of  the  high  priests, 
were  placed  at  his  disposal,  and  formed  a  sufficiently  numerous 
though  ill-ordered  company,  armed  in  some  instances  with 
swords  and  in  others  with  cudgels,  —  for,  even  if  the  people 
about  the  Nazarene  offered  no  resistance,  it  was  impossible  to 
say  whether,  on  such  a  night  as  this,  when  the  streets  would 
never  be  quite  empty,  force  might  not  be  needed  at  some 
point  or  other.  Had  Judas  already  been  to  Bethany  and 
searched  in  vain?  Or  had  he  come  upon  his  eight  fellow- 
disciples  on  his  way  there,  and  perceived  at  once  where  the 
Master  was?  However  this  may  be,  it  seems  that  he  had 
taken  the  rather  superfiuous  precaution  of  fixing  upon  this 
veritable  traitor's  token  of  a  kiss,  to  avoid  the  chance  of  his 
companions  making  any  mistake  in  the  darkness  and  confusion 
and  letting  the  right  man  escape. 

"Friend,  do  3'our  work!"  said  Jesus  sternly  and  briefly, 
rejecting  the  false  kiss,  as  if  he  would  say,  "  !uiai  is  no  pari 
of  it!  "     Or,  as  the  third  Gospel  paraphrases  it,  "Judas,  is 
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it  with  a  kiss  tliat  jou  betray  the  Son  of  Man?**  Bat  Jadas 
had  ab^ady  drawn  back,  and  the  men  had  seized  Jesus,  who 
made  no  show  of  resistance,  and  were  securing  him  in  their 
midst.  Meanwhile  one  of  the  disciples,  the  possessor  of  one 
of  the  two  swords,  made  an  effort  to  defend  his  Master,  and 
drew.  It  was  not  Peter,  for  in  that  case  his  name  would 
have  been  mentioned,  and  we  should  not  have  found  him 
immediately  afterwards  in  the  palace  of  the  high  priest ;  but 
whoever  it  was,  he  struck  wildly  and  unskilfully,  and  all  he 
did  was  to  cut  off  a  piece  of  the  ear  of  one  of  the  high  pricsf  s 
men.  It  was  well  that  he  was  not  more  successful.  And 
there  resistance  ended,  either  because  Jesus  instantly  forbade 
his  followers  to  use  force,  or  because  thej'  themselves  perceived 
that  it  was  hopeless. 

According  to  the  first  Gospel,  Jesus  said :  "  Put  back  your 
sword  into  the  sheath !  For  the}'  who  seize  the  sword  shall  fall 
by  the  sword.  Think  you  that  I  cannot  pray  to  my  Father, 
and  He  will  send  me  more  than  twelve  legions  of  angels? 
But  how  then  would  the  Scriptures  be  fulfill^  that  so  it  must 
be  ? "  But  in  reality  there  was  not  the  least  time  or  oppor- 
tunit}'  for  such  au  elaborate  answer ;  and  we  should  hardly 
expect  a  quiet  aphorism  from  the  lips  of  Jesus  at  such  a  mo- 
ment.^ And  moreover  this  declaration  on  his  part  that  he 
could  command  assistance  from  on  high,  and  call  out  sixty 
thousand  angels,  —  a  legion  of  the  heavenly  host  for  each 
disciple,  —  agrees  but  ill  with  the  prayer  and  the  conflict  that 
have  gone  before.  Luke  on  the  other  hand  begins  with  graphic 
touches  that  have  quite  the  air  of  truth,  and  says  that  when 
the  disciples  saw  what  threatened  they  cried,  "  Master !  shall 
we  strike  ?  "  and  without  waiting  his  reply  wounded  the  ser- 
vant ;  whereupon  Jesus  instantly  forbade  all  further  resistance 
with  the  words,  "  Nay,  let  it  come !  "  —  that  is  to  say,  ''  Let 
them  take  me  prisoner."  But  unfortunately  the  same  Evan- 
gelist throws  suspicion  upon  his  whole  version  of  the  affair  by 
going  on  to  say  that  Jesus  healed  the  wound  by  touching  the 
bleeding  ear;  and  that  not  only  officers  of  the  temple  but 
even  high  priests  and  elders  were  included  in  the  band,  —  all 
of  which  is  equally  incredible. 

Jesus  made  no  resistance ;  but  when  he  saw  the  weapons 
in  the  hands  of  his  assailants  he  could  not  refrain  from  say- 
ing, "  Have  you  come  out  to  seize  me  with  swords  and  cudgels 
as  though  I  were  a  robber  ?  I  have  sat  daily  in  the  temple 
teaching,  and  you  never  laid  hands  upon  me."  Luke  makes 
1  Compare  Revelation  xiii.  10. 
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him  further  rebuke  the  unworthy  conduct,  not  of  the  men 
themselves  but  of  those  that  sent  them,  by  saying,  ''But  this 
is  your  season.  This  is  the  power  of  darkness."  And  though 
we  cannot  accept  the  addition  as  authentic,  it  is  far  from  in- 
appropriate. The  other  two  Gospels  have,  instead  of  this,  the 
explanatory  words,  ''  But  so  must  the  Scriptures  be  fulfilled  1 " 
which  are  likewise  a  later  addition. 

So  Jesus  left  the  garden  as  a  prisoner,  but  with  the  bearing 
and  the  feeling  of  a  conqueror ;  while  a  settled  calm  was  in 
his  heart  that  contrasted  strangely  with  the  turmoil  of  feelings 
that  had  mastered  him  as  he  entered  it.  How  different  it  was 
with  his  disciples !  Seeing  that  what  they  had  looked  on  as 
impossible  had  really-  come  to  pass,  and  that  the  Master  was 
defenceless  in  the  power  of  his  enemies,  they  all  fled  as  they 
best  might  even  before  he  was  out  of  the  garden.  With  cra- 
ven hearts  they  forsook  the  Master  whom  they  could  not  help, 
but  by  whose  side  they  might  at  least  have  stood,  and  only 
sought  to  save  themselves.  And  yet  they  seem  to  have  been 
in  no  real  danger,  for  we  shall  presently  find  that  Peter,  when 
recognized  as  a  disciple,  was  still  left  at  large. 

Meanwhile  we  read  of  a  young  man  who  had  risen  from 
his  bed  and  followed  Jesus,  with  a  linen  cloth  thrown  round 
him.  The  people  seized  him,  but  he  slipped  free  of  the  sheet 
and  escaped  naked.  Perhaps  he  was  the  son  of  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  Gethsemanc.  Some  have  conjectured  that  he  was 
Mark,  from  the  fact  that  the  circumstance  is  only  mentioned 
by  the  second  Evangelist.  Did  he  threaten  to  bring  succor 
from  elsewhere,  and  was  that  why  the  people  tried  to  seize 
him  while  the}-  left  the  disciples  unmolested  ?  It  may  be  so, 
but  it  is  all  mere  guess-work. 

A  few  minutes  afterwards  the  spot  which  in  that  one  hour 
had  witnessed  that  soul-moving  conflict  of  the  spirit;  had 
witnessed  that  quiet  retirement  for  prayer  and  that  sudden 
clatter  of  arms ;  had  witnessed  so  much  greatness  and  so 
much  weakness  and  cowardice,  —  that  spot  was  once  again 
deserted  and  wrapped  in  deathlike  stillness.  Unless  one  man 
still  lingered  among  the  trees;  one  who,  though  himself  a 
disciple,  had  yet  no  personal  danger  to  fear ;  one  whose  task 
was  now  accomplished,  and  who  was  left  at  leisure  to  think 
what  he  had  done,  —  Judas,  the  betrayer. 
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Chaptbe   XXXV. 

BEFORE    THE    SANHEDRIll 

Matthew  XXVI.  67-76.1 

THE  prisoner  was  now  taken  to  the  high  priest* 8  palace 
without  delay.  Joseph,  surnamed  Caiaphas,  had  occa- 
pied  the  sacred  and  distinguished  office  of  high  priest  for 
nearly  eighteen  3'ears,  which  was  something  very  remarkable 
at  that  time ;  and  it  is  he,  as  president  of  the  Sanhedrim, 
who  seems  to  have  been  the  principal  instrument  of  the  fall 
of  Jesus.^  It  was  at  his  house  that  the  meeting  had  been 
held  two  days  before,  at  which  it  was  decided  to  lay  violent 
hands  on  Jesus ;  and  it  was  he  who  had  now  given  the  order 
to  apprehend  him.  As  soon  as  he  knew  that  Judas  of  Karioth, 
with  an  adequate  body  of  men,  was  on  his  wa}'  to  seize  the 
Nazarene,  he  had  sent  messengers  to  rouse  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  Sanhedrim  and  bid  them  instantly  at- 
tend a  meeting ;  and  at  the  same  time  he  summoned  certain 
people  whom  he  knew  to  have  been  horrified  by  the  things 
they  had  heard  Jesus  say,  and  upon  whom  he  had  therefore 
had  his  eye^  in  order  that  they  might  serve  as  witnesses  at 
the  trial. 

A  busy  throng  was  therefore  pressing  round  the  high  priesf  s 
door,  and  one  of  the  disciples  took  advantage  of  the  fact  to 
creep  inside  unnoticed.  It  was  Peter.  He  had  fled  f¥om 
Gethsemane  like  the  other  ten ;  but  he  was  the  first  to 
recover  himself,  and  very  soon  he  began  to  feel  that  he  must 
be  where  the  Master  was,  though  he  still  feared  to  join  him 
openly.  So  he  followed  at  a  distance,  entered  the  house  a 
few  minutes  later,  and  passed  into  the  court-yard,  where  there 
were  a  number  of  court  attendants  and  sen^ants  passing 
to  and  fro,  or  lying  upon  the  ground  and  sitting  round  a  fire 
that  they  had  lighted  because  of  the  night  chill.  The  dis- 
ciple Joined  this  latter  group  without  saying  who  he  was.  He 
was  there  at  hand  in  case  he  could  do  any  thing,  and  at  any 
rate  he  would  learn  the  end. 

In  consequence  of  the  rapid  and  efficient  measures  taken 
by  Caiaphas,  the  trial  could  proceed  almost  as  soon  as  the 
1  BlArk  xiv.  53-72  ;  Luke  xxii.  54-71.  ^  Ompue  p.  5. 
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prisoner  was  brought  in.  But  unfortunately  we  have  not  the 
means  of  forming  any  clear  idea  of  its  progress.  The  chief 
cause  of  this  is  our  ver}'  imperfect  knowledge  of  Jewish  crim- 
inal procedure.  Jewish  authorities,  which  are  the  only  ones 
on  which  we  can  rely,  are  scarce ;  and  the  details  in  the  Tal- 
mud which  have  been  supposed  to  refer  to  this  special  trial  are 
mere  worthless  tales ; — for  example,  that  the  herald  summoned 
witnesses  to  prove  the  innocence  of  the  prisoner  for  forty 
days,  and  that  when  no  one  came  forward  he  was  stoned  to 
death  and  then  gibbeted  ;  or  that  two  witnesses  were  bribed 
to  listen  to  what  he  said  to  a  pretended  friend  who  was  draw- 
ing utterances  from  him  on  purpose  for  them  to  hear ;  and  so 
forth. 

The  Christian  tradition  was  from  the  very  beginning  rather 
uncertain,  for  none  of  the  friends  of  Jesus  were  present  dur- 
ing the  proceedings.  Our  authorities  therefore  do  not  agree. 
Luke  says  nothing  of  witnesses,  but  makes  the  Sanhedrim 
question  and  condemn  Jesqs  in  the  morning ;  whereas  Mat- 
thew and  Mark  place  all  this,  as  well  as  the  depositions  of  the 
witnesses,  in  a  nocturnal  sitting.  Luke,  however,  corrects 
himself;  for  he  agrees  with  the  others  in  placing  the  mockery, 
to  which  Jesus  was  exiK)sed,  in  the  night, ^  and  this  must  have 
followed  the  sentence.  The  difficulty  remains  that  Matthew 
and  Mark  likewise  mention  a  second  gathering  in  the  morning, 
the  object  of  which  is  far  from  clear.  The  same  two  Gospels 
fall  into  further  inaccuracies.  For  instance,  they  say  that 
the  whole  Sanhedrim  assembled,  —  which  is  impossible  when 
we  consider  the  brevity  of  the  notice  ;  and  had  it  been  possible, 
the  friendl}'  disposition  towards  Jesus  ^  of  one  or  more  of  the 
members  wonUl  have  made  it  very  unadvisable  to  summon 
them  all,  and  since  usage  only  required  that  one  third  of  the 
council,  or  twent3'-three  members,  should  be  present,  it  would 
have  been  quite  unnecessary  also.  Matthew  and  Mark  fur- 
ther state  that  false  witnesses  came  forward,  and  indeed  had 
been  procured ;  but  we  see  from  their  own  account  that  they 
only  mean  witnesses  hostile  to  Jesus,  for  if  briber}'  had  been 
resorted  to  there  would  have  been  no  occasion  to  search  so 
bug  foi  satisfactory  witnesses,  nor  would  there  have  been 
any  lack  of  agreement  in  the  evidence. 

We  are  therefore  left  in  doubt  as  to  many  points ;  and  in- 
deed the  whole  course  of  the  proceedings,  as  we  are  about 
to  sketch  it  chiefly  after  Matthew  and  Mark,  is  open  to  legit- 
imate doubt.  But  when  we  consider  who  the  judges  wercj 
1  Luke  xziL  64.  a  Mark  xv.  43. 
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we  are  at  any  rate  safe  in  assuming  that  eveiy  judidal  form 
prescribed  by  law  or  usage  was  strictly  adhered  to.  It  may 
seem  a  gross  irregularity-  that  the  sentence  of  death  was  pre- 
determined; but  we  must  remember  that  the  judges  were 
already  absolutely'  convinced  either  of  the  guilt  of  Jesus  in 
attacking  religion,  or  of  the  dangerous  significance  of  his 
person  in  connection  with  the  Messianic  commotion  which  he 
caused.     Moreover  there  was  crying  need  of  haste. 

It  is  also  highly  probable  that  the  Sadducees,  who  enjoyed 
an  evil  notoriet)-  for  the  pitiless  severity  with  which  in  dis- 
tinction tvom  the  Pharisees  they  executed  justice,  were  in  a 
majority  on  this  occasion.^ 

It  was  perhaps  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  when 
the  council  opened.  There  sat  the  high  priests,  elders,  and 
Scribes  in  a  semicircle,  upon  cushions  or  rugs,  with  their  legs 
crossed  beneath  them.  Caiaphas,  as  president,  had  taken  the 
seat  of  honor  in  the  middle.  The  prisoner,  who  stood  right 
opposite  the  high  priest,  with  some  officers  of  the  court  about 
him,  was  at  once  identified.  Then  the  witnesses  were  heard. 
One  by  one,  as  we  gather  from  the  want  of  precise  agreement 
in  their  evidence,  they  came  forward,  and,  after  a  solemn 
warning  from  the  president  to  speak  nothing  but  the  truth, 
delivered  their  testimony  against  the  Nazarene. 

If  the}'  had  had  an}-  witnesses  from  Galilee,  they  would 
have  beard  of  his  Sabbath-breaking,  his  eating  with  un- 
washed hands,  and  his  negligence  in  the  matter  of  fasts  and 
prayers.  But  probably  there  had  been  no  time  to  summon 
any  but  natives  of  Jerusalem.  These  witnesses  could  speak 
of  his  triumphal  entry  and  his  cleansing  of  the  temple ;  but 
all  this,  though  very  culpable  presumption  in  the  e^es  of  the 
council,  was  no  capital  offence.  The  witnesses  could  speak 
of  the  prisoner's  attacks  upon  the  character  of  high  officials 
held  in  universal  honor ;  but  even  this,  however  scandalous, 
was  not  enough.  Perhaps  some  one  could  testify  to  the  lan- 
guage he  had  used  some  time  before  about  the  dietary  laws ; 
but  whenever  any  really  important  chaise  was  brought  for- 
ward, there  was  always  a  want  of  that  verbal  agreement  be- 
tween the  witnesses  which  was  absolutely  indispensable.  At 
least  two  witnesses  must  make  exactly'  the  same  statement. 
For  a  long  time  the  absolute  proof  required, — that  the  prisoner 
was  a  seducer  of  the  people,  that  is  to  say  a  false  prophet  or 
heretic,  —  was  not  forthcoming. 

^  Compare  Acts  iv.  1,  6,  v.  17,  and  v.  84  & 
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At  laot  two  witnesses  came  forward  and  deposed  that  ^'  this 
man  had  said,  '  I  can  destroy  the  Temple  of  God  and  raise  it 
up  again  in  three  daj's.* "  This  at  last  was  an  instance  of 
outrageous  sacrilege,  of  blasphemy  against  the  sacred  abode 
of  the  Lord  !  To  help  us  to  understand  the  impression  such 
words  would  make  upon  these  men,  we  may  reflect  how  nearly 
Jeremiah  lost  his  life  in  consequence  of  a  far  more  innocent 
saying  against  the  sanctuar}',  in  an  age  that  was  far  less 
slavishly  attached  to  the  temple  than  was  that  of  Jesus. ^ 
Besides  the  judges  fully  comprehended  that  in  this  saving  the 
temple  stood  for  the  whole  religion  of  which  it  was  the  centre, 
—  the  religion  which  the  Nazarene  dared  to  attempt  to  over- 
throw as  unclean,  that  he  might  then  restore  it  as  modified  to 
suit  his  own  conceptions ! 

Yet  even  this  accusation  was  not  followed  b3'  his  instant 
condemnation.  It  was  not  that  there  was  any  lack  of  agree- 
ment between  the  witnesses  this  time ;  for  the  statement  to 
that  effect  appears  to  be  a  misconception  on  the  part  of  Mark, 
who  gives  the  saying  thus  :  ''  I  will  destroy  this  temple  made 
with  hands  and  raise  another  not  made  with  hands,"  —  that 
is  to  say,  ''  I  will  destroy  this  imperfect  human  work  of  the 
times  before  the  Messiah,  and  will  establish  the  perfect  wor- 
ship of  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  The  real  cause  of  delay  in 
uttering  sentence  appears  to  have  been  that  the  president  was 
bound  to  give  the  prisoner  the  opportunity  of  clearing  himself, 
if  he  could,  of  the  charges  brought  against  him.  Accordingly 
he  solemnly  rose  from  the  ground,  and  standing  at  his  fhll 
height  in  the  middle  opposite  to  Jesus,  he  cried,  "  Have  you 
any  answer  to  make  against  these  accusations  ?  "  But  Jesus 
observed  a  lofbj*  and  even  haughty  silence,  though  without 
any  kind  of  defiance  in  his  mien.  He  thought  it  beneath  him 
to  enter  with  a  single  word  upon  the  equally-  bootless  and  dan- 
gerous task  of  defending  himself  against  men  who  could  not 
understand  him,  who  would  be  sure  to  turn  his  declarations 
against  him,  and  who  had  already  determined  on  his  death. 

The  high  priest  might  now  have  taken  the  votes ;  but  he 
appears  to  have  desired  to  extract  from  the  prisoner  himself 
a  confession  which  would  remove  the  last  semblance  of  an  un- 
just judgment,  —  a  confession  which  would  throw  into  fullest 
hght  all  the  charges  urged  against  him,  including  his  rcsckless 
attack  upon  the  sacred  emblem  of  religion,  and  so  bring  out 
their  true  significance  and  bearing,  —  a  confession,  finally, 
which  would  show  how  seriously  public  order  and  tranquillity 
1  See  vol.  ii.  pp.  348-860. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


482  BEFORE   THE   SANHEDBDC. 

were  threatened  by  the  person  of  the  Nazarene,  so  that  no 
difficulty  might  arise  when  the  Roman  governor  was  applied 
to  for  the  necessary  confirmation  of  the  sentence  of  death. 
In  a  word,  the  high  priest  wished  to  draw  from  Jesus  some 
declaration  concerning  his  Messianic  dignity.  The  judges 
had  not  an}-  doubt  that  he  had  intended  to  assume  this  dignit}', 
but  they  had  no  legal  proof  of  the  fact.  His  first  entry  into 
Jerusalem  had  been  accompanied  with  a  sort  of  Messianic 
demonstration.  It  was  notorious  that  some,  or  perhaps  many, 
of  his  followers  cherished  the  expectation  of  seeing  him  founu 
the  kingdom  and  ascend  the  throne  of  the  Messiah.  A  refei- 
ence  to  the  same  expectation  might  also  be  traced  in  that 
presumptuous  saying  about  the  temple.  But  no  one  present 
had  ever  heaixi  him  say,  in  so  many  words,  that  he  laM  claim 
to  the  title  and  rank  of  Messiah,  though  it  was  cas}*  to  Infer 
as  much  from  his  bearing,  and  still  more  from  his  preaching, 
especially  in  recent  days.  The  question  was  how  to  draw  an 
unequivocal  declaration  from  him. 

The  president's  adroitness  was  equal  to  the  occasion.  He 
knew  enough  of  human  nature  to  find  means  of  forcing  his 
prisoner  to  answer.  "  If  you  are  the  Messiah,  tell  us  so ! " 
he  cried.  Jesus  could  not  remain  silent  after  that.  It  was 
the  high  priest,  the  representative  at  that  moment  of  the  whole 
people,  who  called  upon  him  to  give  an  account  of  his  pre- 
tensions. No  one  had  a  better  right  to  make  the  demand ; 
and  Jesus  could  neither  neglect  it  nor  simply  meet  it  with  an 
unqualified  affirmative.  ''  If  I  told  you,  you  would  not  be- 
lieve me ;  and  if  I  asked  you,  you  would  not  answer  me,"  he 
replied  with  quiet  dignity.^  But  Caiaphas  was  not  yet  satis- 
fied, and  pressed  his  advantage  by  resuming  in  a  solemn  tone, 
with  the  usual  Jewish  formula  for  taking  an  oath  under  an  in- 
vocation of  the  All-seeing  Witness  and  the  Holy  Judge :  "  In 
the  presence  of  the  living  God  I  call  upon  you  to  say  plainly 
whether  you  are  the  Messiah,  the  Son  of  Grid,  or  not ! " 

There  was  a  single  moment  of  breathless  silence.  All  eyes 
were  fixed  on  Jesus  in  suspense.  Then  his  voice  rang  proud 
and  clear  through  the  hall :  "  You  have  said  it !  And  hence- 
forth you  shall  see  the  Son  of  Man  sitting  on  the  right  hand 
of  Omnipotence,  —  see  him  coming  with  the  clouds  of 
heaven!"^  Then  the  high  priest  rent  his  clothes,  as  was 
customary  on  hearing  blasphemy,  exposing  his  naked  breast, 
and  cried,  with  bitter  triumph  and  unmasked  fury  in  his  voice : 
"  Blasphemy  !  What  do  we  want  with  any  further  witnesses  ? 
1  Luke  xxii.  67,  68.  «  Psalm  ex.  1 ;  Dauiel  vii.  18. 
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Tou  have  heard  his  blasphemy  upon  the  very  spot !  What 
think  you  ?  "  Then  rose  on  every  side  one  cr}-  of,  ' '  He  must 
die !  " 

Sentence  was  passed.  The  trial  was  over.  The  Naza- 
rene,  as  a  blasphemer,  was  condemned  to  the  punishment 
prescribed  by  the  law  fbv  the  false  prophet.* 

Upon  this  the  meeting  of  the  Council  was  dissolved  or 
adjourned  till  the  early  morning,  while  the  prisoner,  now 
condemned,  was  put  under  careful  guaixi.  They  were  dark 
hours  that  succeeded  !  It  was  reported  afterwards  that  Jesus 
was  exposed  to  the  coarse  license  of  the  court  attendants. 
Matthew,  partly  confirmed  by  Mark,  declai'es  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Sanhedrim  themselves  subjected  him  to  the  extreme 
of  vulgar  insult ;  but  this  is  hardly  credible.  The  dependants 
of  the  high  priest  practised  but  too  well  the  lesson  given  in 
the  Law,  which  bade  them  not  to  fear  or  reverence  a  lying 
prophet.^  One  would  spit  in  his  face,  while  another  struck 
him  with  his  open  hand  ;  and  others  again  took  occasion,  by 
the  crime  for  which  he  was  condemned,  to  drive  their  cruel 
sport  with  him  as  a  false  prophet,  —  tying  a  cloth  across  his 
eyes  and  then  striking  him  with  their  fists  and  ssLying,  ''If 
you  are  a  prophet,  tell  us  who  it  was  that  struck  3'ou  !  " 

Jesus  bore  it  all  without  a  complaint  and  without  a  threat. 
Though  reviled,  he  reviled  not  again.  He  opened  not  his 
mouth,  but  was  like  a  lamb  that  is  led  to  the  slaughter-house, 
Hke  a  sheep  that  is  dumb  before  her  shearers.' 

Though  far  from  certain,  this  account  of  the  course  of  the 
trial  seems  to  us  the  most  probable.  But  the  declaration  of 
Jesus  that,  before  the  very'  eyes  of  his  judges,  he  would  im- 
mediately be  glorified  with  heavenly  splendor  and  return  to 
earth,  can  hardly  be  genuine  as  it  stands.^  But  neither  can 
his  answer  to  the  high  priest's  adjuration  have  consisted  in  a 
simple  affirmative ;  for  the  contrast  between  his  claims  and 
his  position,  between  his  royal  title  and  the  sentence  that  was 
all  but  passed,  would  force  him  to  give  some  emphatic  utter- 
ance to  his  confidence  in  himself  and  in  his  dignity,  as  a  pro- 
test against  the  scorn  which  his  outward  circumstances  would 
seem  to  justify.  He  may  have  said  that  his  judges  would 
Uiemselyes  behold  him  as  the  Messiah,  since  their  condemna- 

1  Deuteronomy  xiii.j  zviii  19-22. 

*  Deuteronomy  xviii.  22. 

*  See  Isaiah  L  6,  liii.  7;  1  Peter  if.  23;  vol.  ii.  p.  421. 
^  Compare  pp.  816,  334,  335. 
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tion  was  iteelf  the  pledge  of  the  establishment  of  the  kingdoic 
of  God,  and  that  they  would  see  that  kingdom  come  to  their 
own  terror  should  they  not  repent.  Some  such  short  declaia- 
tion  he  may  have  made ;  but  the  words  which  our  Gospels 
give  are  hardly  intelligible,  for  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  take 
them  figuratively  and  understand  them  to  signif}'  the  spread 
of  Messiah's  spiritual  power  upon  earth,  for  instance.  Such 
a  conception  is  quite  modem,  and  is  foreign  to  the  New  Tes- 
tament, where  sitting  on  God's  right  hand  and  coming  upon 
the  clouds  must  always  be  taken  literally.  Now  taken  thus 
and  introduced  b}'  "  henceforth,"  this  announcement  of  a  very 
speedy  return  in  glory  would  be  quite  natural  towards  the  end 
of  the  apostolic  age,  when  expectation  was  ever  rising  to  a 
higher  and  a  higher  strain,  and  men  exclaimed  :  "  The  Lord 
is  near !  He  is  coming  quickly !  The  Judge  is  standing  at 
the  door ! "  ^  But  on  the  lips  of  Jesus,  still  on  earth,  still  in 
hfc,  and  standing  there  before  his  judges,  it  is  quite  out  of 
place. 

Of  still  greater  interest  is  the  question  what  the  grounds 
of  the  condemnation  really  were.  In  the  first  place,  what 
was  the  exact  meaning  of  the  crime  of  blasphemy  ?  On  this 
point  we  maj-  gain  a  satisfactory  answer  bj'  considering  the  evi- 
dence given  about  '^  destroying  the  temple,"  the  subsequent 
mockery  to  which  Jesus  was  exposed  as  a  false  prophet,  and 
the  final  charge  of  "  seducing  the  people."  ^  The  last  shade 
of  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  "blasphemy"  is 
removed  by  the  account  of  Stephen's  trial,  which  closely  re- 
sembles that  of  Jesus,  and  in  which  the  expression  "blas- 
phemous words  against  Moses  and  against  God  "  is  explained 
to  mean,  "  wprds  against  the  temple  and  the  Law."  It  flir- 
ther  appears  that  Stephen's  "blasphemy"  consisted  in  the 
statement  that  when  the  kingdom  of  God  was  established 
Jesus  would  destro}'  the  temple  and  change  the  institutions 
of  Moses.*  Blasphemy,  then,  was  teaching  at  variance  with 
and  in  direct  contradiction  of  the  only  true  and  established 
religion.  It  was  a  similar  conception  to  that  of  "  heresy  "  in 
Christendom.  It  was  an  attack  upon  the  infallible  truth  re- 
vealed by  God,  —  an  attempt  to  draw  away  the  people  from 
the  institutions  of  Moses  and  the  true  faith.  Jesus  stood 
before  the  Sanhedrim  as  the  Protestants  subsequently  stood 
before  the  Inquisition. 

1  Revelation  xxii.  10, 12.  20;  James  v.  8,  9,  ef  $eg, 
s  Luke  xxiii.  2,  5;  Matthew  zzvii.  63. 
«  Acts  vi.  11,  18,  14. 
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If  we  go  on  to  ask  the  bearing  of  this  upon  the  condctnna 
don  of  Jesus  for  claiming  to  be  the  Messiah,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  answer  is  not  clear.  For  a  man  to  consider 
and  proclaim  himself  the  future  Messiah  might  well  appear 
to  the  Sadducees  fanaticism  and  political  treason;  and  for 
Jesus  to  do  so  without  any  thing  whatever  to  substantiate 
his  claim  might  brand  him  as  a  false  prophet  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Pharisees,  —  but  it  was  no  blasphemy.  In  the  eyes  of  his 
enemies,  however,  the  guilt  of  his  desperate  attempt  to  re- 
form the  national  religion  was  aggravated  by  his  pretensions 
to  the  title  of  Messiah,  which  brought  out  the  full  danger  of 
his  schemes,  and  showed  how  thoroughly  in  earnest  he  was 
with  his  shameful  plans,  and  how  completely  he  considered 
himself  personally  qualified  to  carry  them  out.  This  is  why 
Caiaphas  was  so  anxious  to  have  his  suspicions  confiimed 
uix>n  this  point,  and  in  lack  of  direct  testimony  determined 
to  extract  the  declaration  from  Jesus  himself. 

Finally,  if  called  upon  to  say  whether  Jesus  was  justly  or 
unjustly  condemned,  we  should  answer  that  from  the  point  of 
the  Law  —  that  Lb  to  sa}',  on  the  principles  of  Israelitish  ja- 
risprudence  —  he  was  guilty.  We  must  remember  that  le- 
ligious  freedom  was  not  dreamed  of  in  the  Jewish  State  any 
more  than  it  subsequently  was  in  the  States  of  the  Church, 
for  instance,  as  long  as  the  chief  priest  of  Rome  had  tempo- 
ral Jurisdiction.  Indeed,  before  the  French  Revolution  there 
was  hardly  such  a  thing  as  religious  freedom  anj-where, — and 
for  how  short  a  time  have  Spain,  Italy,  and  Scandinavia 
known  it !  Now  Jesus  had  most  certainly  come  into  opon 
antagonism  with  the  Jewish  religion,  with  the  essential  prin- 
ciple and  with  manj'  special  utterances  of  the  Law,  with  the 
established  practice  of  the  temple  service,  with  the  inviolable 
institutions  of  tradition,  and  with  the  sacred  persons  of  the 
priests  and  leaders.  From  the  Jewish  point  of  view,  accord- 
iiiglj) — that  is  to  say,  on  the  assumption  of  the  infallible, 
absolutely  divine  character  of  the  revelation,  of  the  Scripture, 
^f  the  Law,  — Jesus  desei-ved  condign  punishment.  Any  ec- 
clesiastical religion  resting  upon  a  revelation  would  have  con- 
demned him  to  death  as  a  blasphemer. 

The  real  guilt  lay  with  the  religious  prejudice,  the  ortho- 
doxy, with  which  Jesus  had  come  into  collision,  and  with 
which  at  last  he  had  closed  in  a  struggle  for  life  and  death. 

We  left  Peter  in  the  courtyard,  —  from  which  there  was 
an  ascert  of  several  steps  into  the  judgment-hall,  —  warming 
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himself  at  the  fire  with  some  of  the  attendants;  bat  when 
the  members  of  the  Council  left  the  palace  to  snatch  a  few 
hoars'  rest  he  was  no  longer  there,  —  so  that  if  Jesas  was 
led  there  after  his  condemnation  he  must  have  found  him- 
self without  a  single  friend.  What  had  become  of  his  dis- 
ciple, then? 

He  had  not  considered  the  danger  to  which  he  was  expos- 
ing himself,  or  whether  he  was  really  able  to  face  it.  This 
appeared  but  too  soon.  As  he  stood  there  assuming  the  air 
of  an  indifferent  spectator  as  best  he  could,  he  excited  the 
attention  of  one  of  the  female  servants  of  Caiaphas,  who 
looked  hard  at  him,  went  up  to  him,  and  said,  "  Why !  you 
are  one  of  the  followers  of  Jesus  of  Galilee ! "  Perhaps  it 
was  only  a  chance  impression ;  perhaps  she  had  some  reason 
for  it,  —  but  in  any  case  Peter  was  taken  quite  by  surprise. 
£ver3'  one  looked  at  him ;  and  he,  utterly  unnerved  and  fear- 
ing he  might  be  driven  out  with  ignominy,  or  perhaps  made 
a  prisoner,  answered, — scarcely  knowing  what  he  said,  —  "I 
d^m't  know  what  3'ou  mean  !  " 

But  if  he  expected  to  escape  in  this  way  he  was  mistaken. 
Attention  was  now  fixed  upon  him.  Presently  he  moved 
towards  the  porch,  —  for  though  as  yet  he  had  come  to  no 
true  sense  of  his  own  cowardice  and  faithlessness,  he  was 
no  longer  at  his  ease.  Here  the  same  or  another  girl  noticed 
him,  and  said  to  the  people  standing  b}',  ^^  He  is  one  of  that 
N  azarene's  company ;  '*  and  Peter,  thinking  it  was  now  too 
l&te  to  retreat,  repeated  the  denial  more  emphatically :  ^^  I  do 
not  know  the  man  I "  Then,  to  carry  the  matter  off,  he  be- 
gan to  speak  to  them  about  other  things ;  but  he  only  suc- 
ceeded in  exposing  himself,  —  for  his  GalilsBan  accent  at  once 
betrayed  him, — and  several  of  them  turned  upon  him  with 
the  words,  ''  Well,  but  you  are  one  of  them,  for  we  can  tell 
by  your  talk  that  you  come  from  Galilee ! "  Then  Peter 
was  driven  to  desperation,  and  said,  with  an  oath  and  an 
imprecation  on  himself  if  it  were  not  tme,  "  I  do  not  know 
him ! " 

The  seiTants  shrugged  their  shoulders  in  contempt,  while 
Peter  staggered  through  the  passage  and  out  of  the  gate, 
burning  with  shame  and  confusion.  Out  there  in  the  stillness 
of  night  he  came  to  himself,  and  knew  that  he  had  shamefully 
denied  his  Master  I  Fool  that  he  had  been,  in  his  reckless 
self-confidence  and  blindness,  to  fiing  those  earnest  warnings 
of  his  Master  to  the  wind !  And  now  he  had  denied  him 
again  and  yet  again! 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SBMTEMi^  OF  DEATH  CONFIRMED. 


487 


He  was  utterly  broken  down.  Tears  of  shame  and  deep 
repentance  started  to  his  eyes,  and  he  did  not  check  their 
flow.  Those  bitter  tears  were  the  blessed  sign  that  he  would 
rise  again  from  his  deep  fall. 

The  Gospels  tell  us  that  at  the  third  denial  the  cock  crowed, 
and  that  Peter  then  remembered  the  Master's  prediction. 
According  to  Mark  the  cock  crowed  once  at  the  first  denial 
and  again  at  the  third,  which  accords  with  the  form  in  which 
the  same  Evangelist  gives  the  prediction  of  Jesus.  Luke, 
who  represents  Jesus  as  having  spent  the  night  hours  under 
the  charge  of  the  guards  and  not  before  the  Sanhedrim,  says 
that  he  turned  round  and  looked  at  his  disciple  when  he  had 
denied  him  for  the  third  time.  This  pathetic  touch,  however, 
depends  upon  the  special  representations  of  the  third  Evan- 
gelist, on  which  we  have  said  enough  alread}'.*  The  disa- 
greements of  the  Gospels  in  this  matter  are  impossible  to 
remove,  but  are  of  small  importance.  The  fact  of  the  denial 
itself,  repeated  as  it  naturally  would  be  with  ever-growing 
emphasis,  is  clear ;  but  we  should  not  dare  even  to  insist 
upon  the  exact  number  of  three  denials. 

Want  of  self-knowledge  and  too  great  confidence  had 
brought  the  friend  and  disciple  of  Jesus  to  so  deep  a  fall, 
and  repentance  and  humility  would  raise  him  from  it. 

This  scene  unlocks  the  significance  to  that  beautiful  de- 
scription of  Jesus  walking  upon  the  sea  and  Peter  coming  out 
to  him.^ 


Chapter  XXXVI. 

THE  SENTENCE  OF  DEATH   CONFIRMED. 

Mabk  XV.  1-20  a.« 

THE  first  light  of  morning  found  the  members  of  the 
Council  once  again  assembled.  In  their  zeal  for  the 
service  of  the  Lord  they  had  almost  completely  robbed  them- 
selves of  the  sweet  repose  which  should  have  followed  the 
day  of  rejoicing !  But  there  was  need  of  haste.  The  whole 
mattei  must  if  possible  be  settled,  and  the  Nazarene  exe- 

1  See  pp.  419,  42^,  428,  429.  »  See  pp.  268,  269. 

<  ICatthew  xxvii.  1,  2,  ll-31a;  Lake  xxiii.  1-25. 
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cuted  before  the  people  were  about,  for  fear  his  disciplea 
might  make  some  attempt  to  rescue  him. 

Why  this  second  meeting  was  necessary  we  cannot  say. 
Perhaps  it  was  needed  for  the  observance  of  some  form  with- 
out which  the  sentence  of  death  would  not  have  legal  force. 
It  is  possible,  for  instance,  that  the  night  meeting  had  not 
been  attended  by  the  requisite  number  of  councillors,  or  that 
meetings  must  be  called  in  some  particular  place,  such  as 
the  temple  court,  or  within  certain  hours,  in  order  to  give 
validity  to  their  decisions.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the 
whole  Sanhedrim  ^  was  now  summoned  to  hear  a  short  sum- 
mary of  the  results  of  the  trial,  and  then  confirm  the  provi- 
sional sentence  passed  b3^  those  who  had  been  present,  and 
so  make  it  a  formal  decision.  But  the  number  of  the  mem- 
bers (no  less  than  sevcnt}')  and  the  shortness  of  the  notice 
make  this  conjecture  very  unlikely.  The  most  probable  sup- 
position is  that  the  morning  sitting  was  simply  convened  to 
consider  the  best  means  of  carrying  out  the  sentence. 

The  Law  prescribed  stoning;  but  to  venture  upon  over- 
stepping their  real  authority  and  infringing  upon  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  their  Roman  masters  by  proceeding  to  the  execution* 
would  only  have  been  safe  if  they  could  have  calculated 
with  absolute  certainty  upon  the  support  of  the  people,  who 
would  have  had  to  carry  out  the  sentence.  In  this  instance 
it  would  obviously  be  well  to  proceed  in  due  course,  and  to 
request  the  governor  to  confirm  the  sentence  of  death ;  in 
which  case  the  Nazarene  would  perish  on  the  cross  as  a 
tumult  maker,  —  for  the  Council  perfectl}-  understood  that  in 
laying  the  matter  before  the  Roman  authorities  it  would  be 
necessarj'  to  lay  chief  stress  upon  the  fact  that  Jesus  had 
proclaimed  himself  the  Messiah,  the  might}'  king  whom  the 
Jews  were  expecting,  and  was  therefore  a  dangerous  charac- 
ter. What  was  really  the  head  and  front  of  his  oflTenw, 
namely,  his  attack  upon  the  Jewish  religion,  would  hardly  be 
comprehensible  to  the  heathen  governor,  and  would  probably 
seem  unimportant  to  him.'  It  might  thei*efore  be  kept  in  the 
background.  The  charge  of  sedition,  then,  was  carefully 
made  out;  and  if  a  memorial  was  drawn  up  to  present  to 
the  governor  it  doubtless  insisted  upon  the  prisoner's  preten- 
sions to  the  dignity  of  King  of  the  Jews,  which  his  own  une- 
quivocal confession,  together  with  his  conduct  and  that  of  his 

1  Matthew  xxvii.  1 ;  Mark  xv.  1.    See  also  p.  429. 

*  See  p.  5;  and  Acts  vw.  68. 

s  See  Acts  xviii.  14-16,  xziii.  39. 
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tollowcra,  was  said  to  substantiate.  But  most  likely  the 
accusation  was  made  by  woixi  of  mouth.  In  any  case  it 
was  followed  by  a  request  that  orders  might  be  given  to 
proceed  at  once  to  the  execution  of  the  sentence  passed  by 
the  Sanhedrim  on  the  grounds  alleged. 

£arly  in  the  morning,  then,  a  deputation  from  this  body 
waited  upon  the  Roman,  and  took  the  prisoner,  now  bound 
and  guarded,  with  them.  They  were  doubtless  supported 
b}'  many  other  members  of  the  Council  who  came  out  of  in- 
terest in  the  proceedings,  and  held  themselves  in  readiness  to 
support  their  petition  if  needful.  Pontius  Pilate  (of  whom 
we  have  already  had  reason  to  form  a  verj-  unfavorable  opin- 
ion^) had  come  with  some  troops  from  Caesarea  to  keep 
order  during  the  feast  da^'s,  as  usual,  and  had  probably  quar- 
tered himself  in  Herod's  palace,  in  the  noith western  portion 
of  the  upper  city.^  This  magnificent  and  enormous  castle  is 
extolled  by  Josephus  even  above  the  temple.  With  its  two 
gigantic  wings,  its  beautiful  and  stately  colonnades,  its  luxu- 
rious park,  its  numerous  outbuildings,  and  the  well-turreted 
and  lofty  wall  that  ran  all  round  it,  —  it  was  at  once  a  mighty 
fortress  and  an  entrancing  pleasure  house.  Here  Pilate, 
after  the  Roman  custom,  was  accessible  after  sunrise  to  give 
audiences  and  pronounce  judgment.  In  accordance  with  the 
established  rule  of  publicity  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
the  accusation  and  subsequent  inquiry  must  have  been  made 
in  the  open  air,  on  the  far-stretching  terrace  in  front  of  the 
central  edifice.  Here  the  governor  would'  order  his  seat  of 
judgment  to  be  placed  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  nature  of  the 
business,  and  here  his  assessors  would  sit  beside  him,  while 
the  accusers  took  the  seats  assigned  to  them,  and  the  pris- 
oner was  stationed  in  front.  Nothing  is  said  of  interpreters, 
though  all  the  proceedings  were  certainly  conducted  in  Greek.* 
The  members  of  the  Sanhedrim  would  be  able  to  understand 
and  speak  this  language,  and  Jesus  himself  can  hardly  have 
been  entirely  ignorant  of  it ;  for  the  population  of  the  district 
from  which  he  came  was  of  very  mixed  nationality,  and  in- 
cluded a  certain  number  of  Greeks. 

If  the  councillors  had  flattered  themselves  that  Pilate,  who 
never  seemed  to  think  much  of  the  life  of  a  Jew,  would  grant 
their  request  at  once,  they  were  disappointed.  He  went  into 
the  matter.^  When  he  had  ascertained  the  prisoner's  name 
he  asked  him  whether  he  admitted  the  charge  brought  against 

1  See  pp.  96,  97,  348.  *  See  Map  IV.  No.  4. 

*  See  p.  358.  *  CompAre  Acta  zxy.  19. 
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him :  *'  Are  you  the  hang  of  the  Jews? "  The  Gospels  say 
that  Jesas  assented ;  but  this  appears  so  extraordinary  as  to 
be  almost  incredible.  For,  in  the  first  place,  Jesus  could 
not  have  made  the  admission  truthfhlly ;  and,  in  the  next 
place,  it  would  have  decided  the  whole  matter,  and  made  any 
further  examination  and  accusation  unnecessaty,  any  further 
doubt  or  investigation  impossible;  and,  lastly,  the  sequel 
seems  to  indicate  that  Jesus  made  no  reply  whatever  ei]Jier 
to  the  accusations  brought  against  him  or  to  the  question  of 
the  governor.^ 

It  is  certain,  at  an}'  rate,  that  Pilate  did  not  believe  in  the 
guilt  of  Jesus.  And  no  wonder ;  for  he  had  never  heard  of 
any  attempt  at  sedition  on  the  part  of  this  man,  and  did  not 
think  his  appearance  was  that  of  an  adventurer.  As  soon  as 
the  high  priests  saw  that  their  accusation  had  failed  to  pro- 
duce its  effect,  the}-  began  to  work  it  out  in  more  detail. 
Luke  gives  us  some  examples  of  the  line  the}'  took :  **  We  have 
discovered  after  cai-eful  investigation  that  this  man  is  a  se- 
ducer of  the  people,  and  forbids  them  to  pa}*  tribute  to  the 
(Jsesar,  saying  that  he  himself  is  the  Messiah,  the  king." 
''He  stirs  up  the  people  all  through  Judaea.  He  began  in 
that  turbulent  land  of  Galilee,  and  now  he  has  come  here/' 
And  according  to  another  edition  of  the  third  Gospel  thcv 
added,  '^  He  makes  the  women  and  children  apostates,  for  b<' 
would  abolish  the  purifications  prescribed  to  us.'*  ^^  He  ao 
nuls  the  Law  and  the  prophets." 

We  can  easily  see  to  what  extent  the  councillors  were  justi- 
fied, jfrom  their  own  point  of  \'iew,  in  making  these  accusa- 
tions.* They  certainly  regarded  Jesus  as  a  destroyer  ot 
religion  and  a  seducer  of  the  people  ;  and  that  saying  of  his 
about  the  tribute,  when  brought  into  connection  with  his 
claims  to  the  Messianic  dignity,  might  well  be  turned  against 
him,  for  in  the  kingdom  of  God  there  would  of  course  be  no 
trace  of  the  Roman  supremac}'.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
unfair  to  draw  inferences  from  a  man's  words  which  he  him- 
self would  emphatically  reject ;  and  of  course  it  was  onl}-  the 
grossest  party  spirit  that  could  dictate  these  malicious  accu- 
sations. On  this  ground  we  can  understand  wh}-  Jesus  still 
observed  a  lofty  silence  when  the  opportunity  was  given  him 
of  clearing  himself.  The  misrepresentations  of  his  conduct 
and  his  teaching  were  the  result  of  obstinate  blindness,  and 
no  attempt  to  remove  them  would  avail.     Silence  was  the 

>  Matthew  xxvii.  12, 14. 

S  Sm  pp.  876,  6,  89,  185,  280,  281,  309  f. 
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only  means  of  preserving  his  dignity.  But  the  governor,  in 
very  natural  surprise,  exclaimed :  *' Have  you  no  answer? 
You  hear  all  their  accusations?"  In  vain.  Jesus  would 
not  reply ;  and  his  silence,  while  increasing  Pilate's  surprise, 
deepened  his  conviction  of  the  prisoner's  innocence. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  what  course  the  trial  might  now  have 
taken  had  not  a  sudden  turn  been  given  to  it  at  this  moment. 
It  is  not  quite  clear  how  it  was  caused.  The  governor,  we 
are  told,  was  in  the  habit  of  gratifying  the  people  at  the  Pass- 
over by  releasing  a  prisoner  whom  they  selected.  This  cus- 
tom is  entirelj'  unknown  to  us  except  from  the  Gospels,  and 
was  probably  introduced  by  Pilate  himself,  or  one  of  his  pi-e- 
decessors,  to  conciliate  or  appease  the  Jews.  In  any  case  the 
object  of  the  custom  was  obviously  to  prevent  seditions  at  the 
great  feast  of  the  nation's  freedom.  Sometimes  the  execution 
of  rebels  was  deferred  to  the  Passover,  in  order  to  serve  as  a 
terrible  example ;  while  the  pardon  of  a  popular  favorite,  on 
the  other  hand,  might  have  the  effect  of  propitiating  the  peo- 
ple. Thus  two  opposite  ways  were  taken  to  reach  the  same 
goal. 

Now  while  Pilate  was  sitting  in  judgment  and  the  coun- 
cillors were  arguing  their  points  against  Jesus,  the  thin 
attendance  of  tJbe  public  at  this  early  hour  was  swelled  by  a 
considerable  concourse  of  citizens,  who  came  from  various 
quarters  up  the  hill  and  through  the  gates  of  the  royal  for- 
tress to  ask  the  governor  to  gi'ant  the  usual  pardon  to  a 
prisoner.  Was  this  the  morning  fixed  b}'  usage;  or  were 
the}'  drawn  together  by  a  chance  report  that  the  question 
of  releasing  the  prisoner  was  now  being  dealt  with,  or  was 
shortl}'  coming  on?  At  such  a  season  it  needed  little  to 
collect  a  growing  crowd. 

No  doubt  the  high  priests  began  to  be  anxious  and  uneasy 
when  thc}^  saw  the  people  streaming  together.  Pilate,  on  the 
other  hand,  saw  a  sudden  chance  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
trial,  which  he  hardly  knew  how  to  deal  with,  and  releasing 
this  extraordinary  prisoner.  He  would  get  the  people  to 
demand  his  liberation,  and  then  all  would  be  settled ;  for  he 
had  clearly  perceived  that  the  Jewish  authorities  cherished  a 
rancorous  hatred  against  the  Nazarene,  but  he  did  not  sup- 
pose the  people  would  share  it.  Perhaps  he  knew,  or  had 
just  learned  from  the  accusers,  that  this  man  had  a  following 
among  the  people.  So  the  Roman  rose  from  his  seat,  de- 
manded silence  with  a  gesture  of  command,  and  said:  ^^I 
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will  grant  your  request !  Shall  I  release  Jesus,  the  King  of 
the  Jews  ?  "  Then  he  resumed  his  seat  to  give  them  time  to 
consider. 

Pilate  had  been  as  clumsy  as  usual.  His  tone  of  contemp- 
tuous mocker^'  was  little  calculated  to  win  assent  to  his  prop- 
osition. And  yet  he  had  nearly  accomplished  his  end.  B:it 
the  councillors,  maddened  at  the  thought  of  losing  their  prey 
after  all,  bent  all  their  energies  to  diverting  the  popular  ch(»iee 
from  Jesus,  and  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  suggest  a  genu- 
ine popular  favorite.  There  happened  to  be  a  certain  Jesus 
Barabbas,  or  Jesus  son  of  Abbas,  in  prison  at  the  time.  His 
full  name  has  only  been  preserved  in  certain  manuscripts  of 
the  first  Gospel.  Elsewhere,  out  of  a  very  natural  reverence 
for  the  name  of  Jesus^  he  is  slmpl}'  called  Barabbas.  Matthew 
tells  us  he  was  a  celebrated  prisoner ;  Mark,  that  he  had  been 
concerned  in  a  tumult  that  ended  in  bloodshed.  He  was 
probably  a  fanatical  patriot,  who  had  killed  a  Roman  soldier 
in  his  zeal  for  the  Lord.  Perhaps  he  was  to  be  executed  that 
ver}'  day.  This  was  the  man  whom  the  members  of  the  San- 
hedrim suggested  to  the  people,  in  oitler  to  cause  a  diversion 
and  prevent  their  demanding  the  lil)eration  of  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth. Matthew,  indeed,  makes  the  suggestion  come  fh}m 
Pilate  himself,  who  says :  ^'  Shall  I  release  Jesus  Barabbas, 
or  Jesus  called  Christ?  "  But  this  is  improbable,  as  it  would 
onl^'  have  allowed  the  people  a  choice  between  two  men. 

But  whoever  first  brought  forward  the  name  of  Barabbas, 
and  whether  the  people  if  left  to  themselves  would  have  de- 
cided in  favor  of  Jesus  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  Pilate  was 
quite  thrown  out  of  his  calculations.  Perhaps  a  few  voices 
were  raised  for  Jesus  at  first,  and  possibly  the  liberation  of 
some  third  prisoner  was  demanded  here  and  there ;  but  those 
who  dissented  from  the  majority  were  soon  shouted  down,  and 
from  everj''  quarter  of  the  ample  court  the  cry  resounded, 
"  Barabbas !  Let  us  have  Barabbas ! "  The  dependants  of 
the  councillors  and  the  men  of  Jerusalem  generally  were 
doubtless  loudest  in  the  shout,  for  the  priestly  authorities  had 
great  influence  over  them.  A  desire  to  cross  the  wishes  of 
Pilate,  resentment  at  his  haughty  and  contemptuous  lan- 
guage, the  sight  of  the  unsuccessful  prophet  or  Messiah,  and 
paitiality  to  the  zealot,  all  contributed  towards  this  wretched 
choice. 

Pilate  saw  that  what  he  had  regarded  as  a  happy  inspira- 
tion had  turned  out  a  blunder.  But  instead  of  at  once  recov- 
ering himself  he  persisted,  with  unpardonable  weakness,  in 
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making  the  people  judge  in  his  place.  He  concealed  his 
vexation  and  disappointment,  and  asked,  ^'Then  what  shall 
I  do  with  this  man  that  you  call  the  King  of  the  Jews  ?  '*  He 
gave  them  an  opening  to  demand  his  liberation  also.  But  in 
vain.  "  Cracify  him !  "  shrieked  the  councillors  and  their 
dependants ;  and  the  multitude,  determined  to  thwart  Pilate, 
smarting  under  his  repeated  scoff,  and  having  definitely  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Sanhedrim,  took  up  the  murderous 
cry  of  "  Crucify  him ! "  They  were  eager  to  show  the  insult- 
ing Roman  that  his  helpless  prisoner  was  no  king  of  their 
choosing,  whatever  he  might  be  pleased  to  call  him !  The 
governor's  anger  now  began  to  rise  ;  but  he  only  made  matters 
worse,  and  exposed  his  own  weakness  and  folly  yet  more  by 
his  expostulation,  ''  Well,  but  what  harm  has  he  done?  "  The 
stormy  cry  rose  wilder  than  ever  from  all  sides  of  the  court, 
"  Crucif}  him !  "  Then  Pilate  gave  it  up.  He  had  bound 
his  own  hands,  and  really  did  not  care  about  the  matter 
enough  to  make  a  vigorous  stand  against  the  popular  demand 
and  risk  disturbances.  He  saw  that  he  must  let  the  excited 
people  have  their  way,  ordered  the  release  of  Barabbas,  and 
turned  to  Jesus  with  the  few  but  fearful  words,  "  I  sentence 
you  to  the  cross !  " 

The  supreme  authority  had  ratified  the  sentence  of  the 
Sanhedrim. 

Here  let  us  pause  to  review  the  later  additions  to  this  nar- 
rative, preseiTed  in  Matthew  and  Luke.  The  feelings  of 
early  Christendom  were  not  satisfied  by  this  tradition  of  the 
trial  before  the  procurator.  They  demanded  more  emphatic 
witness  to  the  innocence  of  Jesus,  and  waimer  interest  on 
the  part  of  the  Roman.  As  the  heathen  world  had  given 
Christianity  a  reception  which,  when  compared  with  the 
stubbornness  of  the  Jews,  might  be  considered  favorable, 
so  they  felt  that  Pilate  himself,  as  representing  the  heathen, 
must  have  taken  a  very  definite  stand  against  the  Sanhedrim 
and  the  people  on  behalf  of  Jesus ;  must  have  made  every 
effort  to  i*escue  him,  instead  of  displaying  the  comparative 
indifference  that  we  have  witnessed.  This  idea  was  after- 
wards worked  out  into  such  fictions  as  we  find  in  the  apocry- 
phal ^'  Gospel  of  Nicodemus,''  where  the  trial  is  expanded  and 
embellished  with  every  manner  of  supernatural  adjunct  past 
all  recognition.  But  all  this,  as  foreign  to  our  present  purpose, 
we  may  pass  by. 

Matthew  tells  us  that  when  Pilate  had  given  the  Jews  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i4i  SSNTENCE   OF   DEATH   CONFIRICED. 

choice  between  Jesus  and  Barabbas  and  resumed  his  seat,  lie 
received  a  message  from  his  wife,  whom  later  traditions  call 
Claudia  Procula,  to  this  effect:  *'  Take  care  what  3'ou  do  to 
that  righteous  man,  for  I  have  had  drcadfhl  dreams  about 
him  in  the  night! "  It  was  an  omen,  sent  to  warn  her  hus- 
band not  to  draw  down  the  vengeance  of  the  deity  upon  his 
head.  We  may  call  to  mind  in  this  connection  how  large  a 
part  dreams  play  elsewhere  in  the  latest  additions  to  this 
Gospel.*  Now  when  Pilate,  we  are  told  soon  afterwards,  saw 
that  his  attempt  to  rescue  Jesus  had  failed,  that  his  opposi- 
tion to  the  j^eople's  stormy  demands  was  unavailing,  and 
that  there  was  imminent  risk  of  a  tumult,  he  attempted  to 
bring  the  people  to  their  senses  b^'  a  visible  presentment  of 
his  own  feelings.  He  sent  for  a  basin  of  water,  and  washed 
his  hands  before  all  the  multitude,  with  the  words:  ^^I  will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  shedding  this  man's  blood.  I  pub- 
licly renounce  all  share  in  his  execution.  The  whole  respon- 
sibility rests  upon  you  ! "  But  the  surging  multitude,  in  its 
miserable  blindness,  did  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  incur 
the  appalling  guilt  which  it  failed  to  recognize,  and  shrieked, 
'*  His  blood  be  upon  us  and  our  children !  *'  Then,  at  last, 
Pilate  gave  way.  But  this  scrupulous  anxiety  to  preserve  a 
human  life  is  still  less  in  keeping  with  the  Roman  procura- 
tor's character  than  the  adoption  of  the  Jewish  custom  of 
washing  the  hands  in  token  of  innocence  ; '  and  the  impreca- 
tion that  follows  is  evidently  laid  upon  the  lips  of  the  people 
in  view  of  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  which  was  regarded 
as  a  punishment  for  the  murder  of  the  Messiah.* 

Luke  goes  still  further  in  describing  the  heathen  governor's 
favorable  disposition,  and  in  giving  testimonies  to  the  inno- 
cence of  Jesus.  He  makes  PUatc,  on  hearing  that  Jesus  is  a 
Galilaean,  and  therefore  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Herod  Anti- 
pas,  send  him  to  the  Tetrarch  himself,  who  was  in  Jerusalem 
celebrating  the  Passover.  Herod,  says  the  Evangelist,  was 
greatly  delighted,  for  he  had  long  wished  to  see  Jesus,^  in  con- 
sequence of  all  he  had  heard  of  him ;  and  now  he  hoped  he 
would  work  some  wonder  in  his  presence.  But  Jesus  did  not 
so  much  as  deign  to  answer  any  of  his  questions,  though  the 
members  of  the  Sanhedrim,  who  were  also  there,  made  violent 
accusations  against  him.  Then  the  careless  and  iiTeverent 
prince  compensated  himself  for  his  disappointment  by  Joining 

1  See  pp.  41,  70,  71. 

>  Deutoronoiny  xxi.  6  ff. ;  compare  2  Samuel  iil  28. 

*  Compare  Matthew  xxi.  41,  xxii.  7.  *  See  p.  871. 
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his  troops  in  mocking  Jesus  as  a  harmless  fanatic,  and  cloth- 
ing him  in  a  royal  robe  of  shining  white.  Then  he  sent  him 
bach  to  Pilate,  whom  he  thanked  for  his  courtesy,  explaining 
at  the  same  time  that  there  was  no  pretext  for  charging  Jesus 
with  political  offences.  After  that  the  hostility  between  the 
Roman  procurator  and  the  only  surviving  son  of  Herod  gave 
place  to  friendship. 

Pilate,  says  Luke,  had  from  the  first  declared  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Sanhedrim  and  the  people  that  he  could  find  no 
guilt  in  the  man  ;  and  now,  acconling  to  the  third  Gospel,  he 
summoned  them  again  and  said  :  ^^  You  have  brought  this  man 
before  me  as  a  seducer  of  the  people,  but  I  have  examined  him 
in  3'our  presence  and  have  not  found  hira  guilty  of  any  of  the 
things  with  which  3'ou  charge  him.  Nor  has  Herod  found 
him  guilt}',  for  I  referred  you  to  him  ;  but  nothing  was  brought 
to  light  to  justifj'  the  sentence  of  death.  I  will  have  him 
l)eaten,  therefore,  to  satisfy  you,  and  will  then  release  him." 
Then  came  the  cry  for  the  release  of  Barabbas  rather  than 
Jesus,  upon  which  Pilate  spoke  again,  with  the  undisguised 
intention  of  securing  the  release  of  Jesus  ;  and  when  the  peo- 
ple shouted  '*  Crucify  him!"  Pilate  declared  for  the  third 
time  that  he  could  find  nothing  worthy  of  death  in  him,  and 
repeated  his  proposal  only  to  scourge  him.     All  in  vain ! 

The  conduct  here  ascribed  to  Pilate  is  highly-  imi)robable  ; 
and  so  is  that  of  Herod,  who  had  wished  to  get  Jesus  out  of 
the  wa}-,  not  long  before,  as  a  dangerous  character.^  The 
statement  in  the  Acts"  that  Herod  and  Pilate  had  conspired 
with  heathen  and  Israelites  against  Jesus  the  holy  servant  of 
God  is  far  less  unlikely ;  but  the  co-operation  and  subsequent 
friendship  of  Pilate  and  Herod  are  in  any  case  very  improba- 
ble, for  these  two  men  must  always  have  been  jealous  and  sus- 
picious of  each  other,  since  Herod  was  constantly  aiming  at 
reuniting  all  the  portions  of  his  father's  kingdom  under  his 
own  8cei)tre.'  Finally,  the  scourging  which  Jesus  was  forced 
to  undergo  was  not  intended  as  an  independent  punishment. 
It  generally  preceded  executions,  especially  upon  the  cross ; 
and  it  was  inflicted  upon  Jesus,  according  to  the  most  trust- 
worthy' accounts,  as  the  beginning  of  the  cnicifixion.  Like 
the  mockery  to  which  he  was  also  subjected,  it  must  have  fol- 
lowed directly  upon  the  delivery  of  the  sentence,  and  in  the 
palace  of  the  procurator. 

The  oldest  Gospels  give  the  following  account  of  it :  The 

1  See  pp.  274  f.  3  Acts  iv.  27. 

<  See  pp.  876,  3,  4,  848. 
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executioners,  in  thifi  case  the  soldiers,  seized  the  prisoner  and 
stripped  him,  fastened  his  hands  behind  his  back,  bound  him 
to  a  post  with  his  back  bent  forward,  and  scourged  him  with 
thongs  or  ropes,  W'th  some  sharp,  hard  substance  fixed  to  the 
ends.  A  hideous  barbarity !  When  this  was  over,  it  appears 
that  some  pi*eparations  were  still  needful  before  thej*  could  set 
out  for  the  place  of  execution,  and  the  Nazarene  was,  there- 
fore, kept  in  a  guard-room  or  an  inner  court.  But  even  here 
he  had  no  respite.  The  brutalized  soldiers  found  a  pleasure 
in  exposing  the  defenceless  and  tortured  ^^  king"  to  the  coarse 
license  of  their  raillery.  They  called  all  the  band  together, 
and  instead  of  gi^ing  Jesus  his  own  clothes  again,  thej-  threw 
a  scarlet  robe  upon  him,  such  as  the  Roman  warriors  and  gen- 
erals wore,  while  from  time  to  time  it  was  conferred  as  an 
honor  upon  foreign  princes.  Then  one  of  them  brought  a 
reed  and  thrust  it  into  his  right  hand  for  a  sceptre ;  while  an- 
other hastily  cut  some  bits  of  bramble,  twisted  them  loosely 
into  a  crown,  and  forced  them  upon  his  temples.  Then  they 
bowed  in  mock  solemnit}'  before  him,  and  cried,  '*  All  hail, 
thou  king  of  the  Jews ! "  After  which  they  spit  in  his  face, 
and  snatched  the  reed  from  his  hand  to  strUse  him  with  it  on 
the  head.  Thus  they  drove  their  cruel  sport  with  him  till 
every  thing  was  ready  for  the  execution.  Then  they  hastily 
stripped  him  of  the  scarlet  mantle,  gave  him  his  own  clothes 
again,  and  led  him  out  to  the  hill  of  Golgotha,  outside  the 
city  gate,  where  the  crucifixion  was  to  take  place. 

The  heart  turns  sick  at  such  a  scene !  What  a  depth  of 
shame  and  sufiering  I  And  Jesus  knew  that  the  worst  was 
yet  to  come.  What  could  have  kept  him  from  sinking  into 
dull  despair,  what  could  have  preserved  him  f^om  loathing 
and  detesting  his  fellow-men  in  the  midst  of  all  this  cruelty 
and  coarseness,  except  the  strength  of  faith  and  love,  a^d  the 
constant  recurrence  to  the  thought  that  in  spite  of  all,  or 
rather  by  means  of  all,  that  he  must  suffer,  even  to  the  crush- 
ing horrors  of  the  end,  the  goal  of  his  life  would  be  reached, 
though  only  in  his  death  ?  ^  And  so  his  deep  humiliation  does 
but  make  him  greater  and  more  glorious  in  our  eyes,  does 
but  deepen  our  reverence  for  him,  and  teach  us  to  feel  the 
holiness  of  sufi!ering.  God  was  with  him  of  a  truth  in  these 
hours.     The  Father  had  not  left  him  alone.^ 

1  See  p.  416.  >  John  viiL  39  xvi.  39. 
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Chapteb  XXXVII. 

THE     CRUCIFIXION. 
Mask  XV.  202h47.i 

IN  accordance  with  the  general  custom  the  sentence  of 
death  was  carried  out  at  once,  under  the  orders  of  the 
judge ;  and  in  this  case  therefore  by  the  Roman  soldiers,  and 
not,  as  Luke  implies,  by  the  Jews.^  The  proceedings  before 
Pilate  may  have  occupied  an  hour,  or  at  the  outside  two 
hours,  and  the  further  preparations  cannot  have  caused  any 
long  delay.  It  is  therefore  very  possible  that  the  crucifixion 
took  place  at  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  is  indicated 
in  a  note  of  later  origin  in  the  second  Gospel.'  The  whole 
force  which  the  procurator  had  brought  from  Csesarea  to  gar- 
rison the  i-oyal  fortress,  consisting  of  at  least  a  cohort  or 
battalion,  was  standing  under  arms  in  the  court ;  and  a  mani- 
ple, or  company,  was  now  ordered  out  to  keep  order  during  the 
execution,  the  whole  conduct  of  which  was  entrusted  to  the 
officer  in  command. 

The  procession  set  out  through  the  gate  of  the  palace  and 
along  the  street.  It  was  usual  on  such  occasions  to  go 
through  the  most  frequented  quarters  of  the  city,  in  order  to 
give  the  terrible  example  its  greatest  possible  effect.  In  front 
went  a  herald  proclaiming  the  culprit's  offence,  which  was 
further  set  out  in  painted  letters  on  a  white  board  to  be  nailed 
over  the  head  of  the  cross ;  and  in  this  case  the  words  were 
"  The  King  of  the  Jews."  Then  came  the  condemned  man 
himself,  caiTying,  as  a  sign  of  disgrace,  the  instrument  of 
torture  npon  which  he  was  to  end  his  life ;  not  the  whole  of  it, 
however,  but  only  the  cross-beam  to  be  fixed  upon  the  up- 
right stake.  Together  with  Jesus  two  robbers,  whose  exe- 
cution had  been  delayed  till  the  feast  time,  were  led  out  to 
death. 

Nothing  is  recorded  of  the  progress  to  the  place  of  execa- 
tion,  except  that  when  the  city  gate  was  reached  the  cross 
was  taken  away  from  Jesus.  This  was  no  mark  of  pity,  but 
only  a  measure  to  prevent  delay  and  trouble ;  for  in  spite 

1  Matthew  xxrii.  311h61  ;  Luke  xxiii.  26-56. 

«  Lake  zxiO.  25.  •  Mark  zr.  85. 
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of  the  strokes  and  blows  of  the  executioners  Jesus  could  go 
no  fui'ther :  his  sti-ength  failed,  and  he  could  bear  the  beam 
no  longer.  A  certain  Simon,  a  native  of  Cyrene  in  North 
Africa,  who  happened  to  be  just  entering  the  cit}',  was  com- 
pelled by  the  soldiers  to  take  up  the  beam  and  carry  it  to 
the  place  of  death.  It  was  naturally  against  his  will  that  he 
was  pressed  into  the  service;  and  since  the  second  Gospel 
calls  him  the  father  of  Alexander  and  Rufus,^  as  if  these 
names  belonged  to  well-known  Christians,  it  has  been  con 
jectured  that  Simon,  being  brought  into  such  close  contact 
with  Jesus,  afterwards  joined  the  community  of  his  disciples. 

All  else  that  we  are  told  under  this  head  is  ver}'  doubtful, 
if  not  distinctly  legendar}'.  Thus,  Luke  tells  us  that  in  the 
crowd  which  followed  the  procession  there  were  many  women 
who  wept  and  lamented  for  Jesus,  with  cries  and  gestures  of 
grief.  But  he  turned  to  them  and  disclaimed  their  pity  with 
the  words :  '*  Daughters  of  Jerusalem  !  weep  not  for  me,  but 
weep  for  yourselves  and  \our  children.  For  days  of  such 
unutterable  woe  are  coming  that  the  blessing  of  motherhood 
shall  be  held  a  curse,  and  the  childless  woman  shall  be 
counted  blessed  in  Israel.  Then  shall  the  fugitives,  in  their 
despair,  cry  to  the  mountains,  ^  Fall  upon  us ! '  and  to  the 
hills,  ^  Cover  us ! '  For  if  all  this  comes  upon  the  green  tree 
[upon  me],  what  will  not  be  done  to  the  dry  [this  aban- 
doned generation]  !  **  There  is  a  tone  of  lofty  earnestness 
and  pity  in  these  words ;  but  they  are  not  given  by  either  of 
the  firat  two  Evangelists ;  we  are  quite  unprepared  to  heai 
them  from  Jesus,  who  had  hitherto  been  absolutely  silent, 
and  was  now  utterly  exhausted ;  the  occasion  hardly  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  their  utterance,  and  they  give  us  the 
impression  of  having  been  written  after  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem.* 

The  later  traditions  of  the  Church  tell  us  of  a  certain 
woman  (Veronica)  who  was  deeply  moved  with  pity,  wiping 
the  brow  of  Jesus  with  a  napkin,  and  in  reward  for  her  com- 
passion finding  the  image  of  the  sufferer  stamped  upon  it 
ever  afterwards !  On  the  other  hand,  we  are  told  of  a  Jew 
(Ahasuerus)  who  heartlessly  drove  Jesus  away  when  he 
would  have  rested  for  a  moment  on  the  bench  before  his 
house ;  upon  which  Jesus  condemned  him  to  wander  rest- 
lessly over  the  eaith  without  being  able  to  die,  till  he  should 
return  from  heaven  as  the  Christ.  This  was  the  Wandering 
Jew,  —  the  Jewish  people,  condemned  for  its  obduracy  to 
^  Compare  Romans  xvi.  13.  ^  Compare  p.  401. 
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siirvive  when  every  other  ancient  people  was  no  more,  with- 
out a  fatherland,  —  in  exile  ever^^where,  —  till  the  kingdom  of 
God  be  perfected.  Finally,  we  may  mention  that  from  tlie 
fourteenth  centur}'  down  to  the  present  day  the  streets  have 
been  pointed  out  in  Jerusalem  along  which  Jesus  is  said  to 
have  been  taken.  They  are  known  as  the  Via  Dolorosa ^  or 
Woeful  Way,  and  lead  through  the  Sheep  Gate,  between 
Muriah  and  Bezetha,  past  the  palace  of  Pilate  (the  castle  of 
Antonia) ,  through  the  Gate  of  Judgment,  to  Golgotha ;  ^  and 
the  visitor  is  still  shown  the  very  spots  at  which  each  detail 
is  said  to  have  occurred. 

Though  the  ancients  had  uo  regular  places  of  execution,  — 
like  our  *•'  Traitor's  Hill,"  for  instance,  — yet  they  always  chose 
some  place  outside  the  city  gates,  and  by  preference  a  spot 
exposed  to  view  on  every  side,  conspicuous  from  a  distance, 
and  hard  by  some  frequented  thoroughfare.  Doubtless  these 
conditions  were  fulfilled  by  the  place  selected  on  this  occa- 
sion, which  was  Golgotha.  Its  name,  which  signifies  ''  skull," 
suggests  a  bare,  round  hill,  which  we  must  suppose  to  have 
been  situated  just  outside  the  city,  at  some  spot  where  there 
would  be  crowds  of  passers-b}'.  Its  site,  however,  can  no 
longer  be  identified.*  The  tradition  that  points  out  the 
present  Golgotha,  where  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
stands,  is  groundless. 

The  destination  was  soon  reached,  and  the  execution  begun. 
We  will  not  outrage  the  feelings  of  our  readers  b}^  describing 
all  the  details  of  what  followed,  but  we  cannot  pass  it  by 
completely.  The  savage  inhumanity  of  this  form  of  execu- 
tion, expressly  designed  to  make  the  criminal  die  as  slowly 
and  painfully  as  possible,  is  bej^ond  all  description  ;  and  it  had 
further  gathered  round  itself  the  maximum  of  disgrace  and 
shame,  —  for  it  was  reserved  for  slaves,  robbers,  deserters, 
and  rioters.  Entirely  foreign  to  the  Jewish  penal  code,  it  had 
been  introduced  and  freely  practised  by  the  Romans  in  their 
provinces,  as  a  palpable  proof  of  their  supremacy,  and  an  ex- 
ample well  calculated  to  inspire  terror.  The  punishment  had 
now  become  so  familiar  to  the  Jews  that  the  people  themselves 
had  instantly  suggested  it  to  Pilate  in  answer  to  his  question, 
"  What  shall  I  do  with  Jesus?" 

The  cross  had  various  forms.  Sometimes  the  beams  were 
orossed  obliquely,  like  an  X ;  sometimes  they  were  at  right 

L  See  Map  IV. 

'  See  vo].  ii.  pp.  4,  6 ;  compare  Hebrews  xiii.  13. 
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angles,  with  the  upright  stake  projecting  slightly  above  tlia 
cross-beam,  thus  -]' ;  sometimes  the  cross  had  the  shape  of 
a  T ;  and  the  most  ancient  tradition  says  that  this  was  the 
case  with  the  cross  of  Jesus.  At  the  place  of  execution,  the 
longest  and  thickest  beam,  or  stake,  was  fixed  upright  in 
the  ground,  either  when  the  execution  took  place  or  before- 
hand, and  was  duly  secured  against  swaying.  Then  the 
criminal  was  stiipped,  his  extended  arms  were  secured  by 
strong  cords  to  the  other  beam,  and  then  long,  sharp  nails 
were  driven  through  his  open  palms  deep  into  the  wood. 
Then  the  cross-beam  was  raised  above  the  upright  stake,  or 
fixed  near  the  top  of  it.  The  sufferer's  body  was  so  far  sup- 
ported as  to  prevent  its  weight  from  wrenching  his  hands 
away  from  the  nails,  and  his  feet  —  which  nearly  touched  the 
gix>und,  since  the  cross  was  seldom  high  —  were  fixed  to  the 
upright  beam  by  a  sharp  iron  bolt.  Then  the  executioner*s 
task  was  over,  and  it  only  remained  to  keep  guard.  The 
scorching  heat  of  the  sun,  the  insupportable  thirst,  the  in 
flamed  and  burning  wounds,  and  the  strained,  unnatural  at- 
titude, each  of  which  grew  more  intolerable  every  moment 
while  none  could  be  alleviated,  the  rush  of  blood  to  the  heart 
and  brain,  the  unbearable  pain  and  exhaustion, — all  these 
must  do  the  rest.  None  of  the  wounds  were  fatal  in  them- 
selves, and  if  no  finishing-stroke  were  given  to  the  victim,  it 
was  generally  four-and-twenty  hours,  and  sometimes,  if  his 
83'stem  were  strong,  two  or  three  days,  before  his  tortures 
had  an  end. 

And  on  this  occasion,  also,  every  thing  was  done  as  usual. 
The  place  of  execution  was  lined  by  soldiera.  The  three 
stakes  were  already  there,  or  were  now  erected  not  far  from 
one  another.  The  middle  one  was  for  the  Nazarene.  And 
here  one  touch  of  humanity  lightens  the  hideous  spectacle. 
A  Jewish  usage  ^  prescribed  that  a  numbing  potion  should 
be  given  the  victims  before  they  suffered.  Jewish  tradition 
states  that  distinguished  ladies  of  Jerusalem  prepared  it  at 
their  own  expense,  from  strong  wine  and  grains  of  foink- 
incense.  The  first  Gospel  spca^  of  wine  mixed  with  worm- 
wood,* and  Mark  of  wine  and  myrrh.  In  any  case  it  was  a 
fragrant  drink  of  nuinbing  and  therefore  pain-alla^'ing  proper- 
ties. But  when  the  executioners  offered  the  cup  to  Jesus  he 
reftised  it,  perhaps  after  tasting  it  half-mechanically  and  per- 
ceiving from  its  bitter  though  pleasant  taste  the  purpose  it 

1  See  Proverbs  xxxi.  6.  7. 

3  Matthew  xxvii.  34,  alter  an  amended  version. 
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was  meant  to  serve.  He  wished  to  preserve  his  full  con- 
sdousness  to  the  verj'  last,  and  he  felt  strong  enough  in  God 
to  bear  the  worst. 

They  stripped  him  of  his  clothes,  which  fell  to  the  execu- 
tioners ;  he  was  bound,  nailed,  lifted  up,  nailed  again.  Above 
his  head  the  board  already  mentioned  was  fixed,  recording 
his  offence  in  Latin,  Greek,  and  (if  Pilate's  writers  understood 
enough  of  the  language)  Hebrew.  Then  the  two  robbers  right 
and  left  of  him  met  the  same  fate. 

The  soldiers  had  done  their  work.  Four  sentries  were  left 
to  guard  each  cross,  and  were  probably  relieved  at  noon,  the 
relays  succeeding  each  other  every  three  hours.  The  booty 
was  divided  by  throwing  lots  from  a  helmet,  to  decide  who 
should  have  the  upper  and  who  the  under  garment.  The 
officer  in  charge  meanwhile  paced  up  and  down,  and  remained 
upon  the  place  of  execution  as  the  responsible  agent  of  the 
procurator. 

There  Jesus  hung,  a  prey  to  unutterable  tortures,  like  thu 
refuse  and  the  scum  of  society,  laden  with  its  curse !  Alas ! 
It  seemed  as  though  he  were  rejected  and  thrust  out  by  every 
one ;  for  not  a  single  fHend  had  dared  to  show  his  face  upon 
the  hill.  Ah,  yes !  there,  behind  that  group  of  spectators, 
is  a  little  cluster  of  faithful  Galilaean  women,  —  Magdalene, 
Mary,  Salome,  and  others,  —  who  had  come  with  him  to  the 
feast,  from  the  fatherland.^  Although  the  glorious  expecta- 
tions of  their  faith  had  been  disappointed  no  less  than  those 
of  the  disciples,  yet  their  love  never  flagged.  And  when  the 
hearts  of  all  the  men  had  failed  them,  these  faithfhl  women 
dared  to  come  to  the  hill  of  crucifixion,  that,  if  by  chance 
Jesus  should  turn  his  eyes  around  in  hopes  of  meeting  some 
responsive  glance  of  love  and  pity,  he  might  not  look  in  vain. 
All  honor  to  their  steadfast  love ! 

Alas !  his  enemies  were  also  there,  and  did  not  spare  him 
even  now.  They  felt  no  reverence  for  the  greatness  of  his 
woe ;  they  had  nothing  but  taunts  for  the  utter  wreck  of  his 
mighty  schemes.  While  many  of  the  spectators  looked  on  in 
silence,  there  were  some  who  could  not  leave  him  unmolested 
even  now.  Passers  by  railed  at  him,  wagging  their  heads  in 
sign  of  contempt  and  mockery.  These  were  apparently  mem- 
b^  of  the  Council  and  their  subordinates  in  the  first  instance, 
who  were  acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  trial,  and  turned 
their  poisoned  shafts  against  him  as  the  unsuccesaftd  refonner 

*  Dee  pp.  1<»5,  186,  330,  G^.. 
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and  the  false  Messiah.  ^*  Ah !  you  who  can  break  down  th« 
temple  and  build  it  up  again  in  three  days,  can  you  save 
yourself  from  the  cross?"  cried  one,  while  the  rest  applauded 
his  sail}'.  *'  If  3'ou  really  are  the  Son  of  God,  why  don't  you 
come  down  ? "  was  caught  up  from  mouth  to  mouth  among 
another  group.  We  are  expressly  told  that  the  high  priests 
and  Scribes  hurled  at  him  the  taunting  challenge :  "  There 
hangs  the  Messiah,  —  Israel's  might}'  king !  If  he  will  but 
come  down  from  the  cross,  we  will  all  believe  in  him."  Nay, 
so  infectious  is  the  spirit  of  reviling  mockery  that  the  very 
robbers  who  were  crucified  with  him  caught  up  the  cry,  —  as 
if  they  found  some  alleviation  in  their  pain  by  venting  their 
lage  and  spleen  on  Jesus. 

According  to  the  Gospels,  even  his  own  deeds  of  mercy  were 
now  thrown  in  his  teeth :  ''  He  saved  others,  but  lie  cannot 
save  himself!  "  And  since  the  primitive  Christians  regarded 
the  twenty-second  Psalm  as  the  programme  of  the  sufferings 
of  the  Messiah,  Matthew  goes  the  length,  in  the  face  of  all 
likelihood,  of  making  the  councillors  cry:  ''He  trusted  in 
God!  Then  let  Him  deliver  him,  if  He  takes  pleasure  in 
him ;  for  he  said,  '  I  am  the  Son  of  God  !  *  "  *  We  need  not 
stay  to  consicier  this  any  further ;  but  we  would  fain  know, 
were  it  possible,  whether  the  woi-ds  of  scorn  went  home,  and 
what  was  passing  in  the  sufferer's  heart  during  these  hours. 
But  here  we  can  only  guess ;  for  Jesus,  with  unbroken  firm- 
ness, preserved  a  lofty,  a  heroic,  a  majestic  silence.  He  had  not 
so  deadened  his  human  feelings  by  fanatical  exaltation  as  to 
rejoice,  as  many  martyrs  have  done,  in  the  midst  of  his  suffer- 
ings. But  he  showed  such  strength  of  soul,  such  self-eonmiand, 
that  in  the  midst  of  hideous  tortures  not  a  sigh  or  lamentation 
broke  from  his  lips,  —  at  any  rate  until  the  very  hour  of  hia 
death.  Such  was  the  fruit  of  his  unrelaxed  self-discipline, 
and,  at  the  last,  of  his  prayer  in  Gethsemane  ! '  So  after  all 
we  are  not  wholly  without  indications  of  the  mood  in  which 
he  met  his  death.  He  had  done  all  he  could  to'keep  his  con- 
sciousness unclouded,  and  even  in  these  hours  he  lived  with 
God.  He  doubtless  thought  of  his  suffering  and  death,  since 
the  event  had  shown  that  they  were  inevitable,  as  a  part  of 
his  life-task,  —  needful  to  insure  the  establishment  of  the 
kingdom  of  God.  He  had  been  faithful,  he  had  shrunk  from 
nothing,  and  it  was  not  in  vain  that  he  had  braved  the  worst. 
He  could  think  of  the  past  without  self-reproach;  and  th« 

1  See  Psalm  zxii.  7-9 ;  compare  toL  ii.  pp.  806-810. 
3  See  pp.  424,  425. 
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fhture  was  nch  in  the  fairest  hopes.  His  e3'e  was  turned  to 
heaven  with  unbroken  trust  in  God;  with  unextinguished 
love  for  man  he  looked  down  from  his  cross  upon  those  blinded 
multitudes  and  that  city  that  murdered  the  prophets ! 

To  a  certain  extent  at  least  his  thoughts  are  strikingly  in- 
terpreted by  a  few  sentences  which  the  third  Evangelist  lays 
upon  his  lips.  He  tells  us  that  as  Jesus  was  being  fixed  to 
the  cross,  or  immediately  afterwards,  he  said  :  ''  Father,  for- 
give them,  for  the}'  know  not  what  they  do ! "  But  at  this 
moment  he  was  surrounded  only  by  the  Roman  soldiers,  who 
were  simply  doing  their  dut}' ;  whereas  the  praj-er  must,  ftrom 
the  nature  of  the  case,  be  referred  to  the  Jews,  and  especiall}^ 
the  membera  of  the  Sanhedrim.  And  yet,  even  if  he  did  not 
give  it  utterance,  there  lived  in  the  soul  of  Jesus  through 
these  hours  of  horror  an  exceeding  love  even  of  those  who 
hated  him,  —  and  hated  him  because  of  his  fidelity  to  God,  — 
which  might  well  force  a  prayer  for  them  to  his  lips ;  there 
lived  an  unshaken  reverence  for  human  nature  which  could 
not  admit  the  possibilit}*  of  a  wanton  crime  committed  with 
open  eyes.^  Again,  when  the  Jewish  elders  mocked  him,  and 
the  soldiers  while  offering  him  vinegar  followed  their  exam- 
ple, Luke  makes  him  speak  a  second  time.  One  of  the  two 
robbers,  he  says,  had  been  reviling  him  and  saying,  '^Are 
not  you  the  Messiah?  Well,  then,  rescue  yourself  and  us !  " 
But  the  other  rebuked  him  and  said :  *'  Have  you  no  fear  of 
God  while  undergoing  the  same  punishment  as  this  man? 
And  we  indeed  rightl}',  for  we  are  receiving  what  our  deeds 
deserve  ;  but  he  has  done  no  wrong."  Then  he  turned  to  the 
cross  that  stood  between  them  and  said:  *' Jesus,  think  of 
me  when  you  come  with  your  kingdom  !  **  Upon  which  Jesus 
spoke  the  words  of  comfort :  *'  Of  a  truth  I  tell  you  that  this 
very  da}'  you  shall  be  with  me  in  paradise."  Here  again  we 
are  unable  to  accept  the  words  as  historical ;  parti}'  because 
the  first  two  Gospels  leave  no  room  for  them,  and  because  of 
their  reference  to  the  paradise  in  the  underworld  ;  *  but  chiefly 
because  they  represent  the  malefactor  as  expecting  Jesus  to 
return  to  earth  as  the  Messiah,  and  to  raise  up  and  judge  the 
dead.  But,  for  all  that,  the  unshaken  confidence  in  his  own 
future,  the  desire  to  save  the  lost  even  now,  and  the  lofty 
sense  of  conscious  dignity  which  are  here  ascribed  to  Jesus, 
unquestionably  refiept  with  perfect  fidelity  his  tone  of  heart 
and  mind  even  in  these  hours  of  horror. 

^  See  pp.  228  ff.,  175 :  compare  Acts  vii.  60  and  Isaiah  liii.  12. 
S  8f<«  ante,  pp.  40,  42. 
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Another  exclamation  is  recorded  by  our  oldest  T^-iiuessc©, 
Matthew  and  Mark,  as  uttered  from  the  cross.  About  three 
in  the  afternoon,  it  seems,  when  his  life  was  fast  ebbing,  his 
suffering  became  for  a  moment  more  than  he  could  bear,  and 
at  last  he  broke  the  lofbj  silence  he  had  hitherto  preserved  by 
a  piercing  cry  of  pain  that  almost  sounded  like  a  cry  of  de- 
spair. The  Evangelists  accordingly^,  with  the  twenty-second 
Psalm  still  in  their  minds,  interpret  the  cry  bj-  the  opening 
words  of  that  poem  :  "  Eli,  Eli !  lama  sabacthani  ?  "  —  *'  My 
God,  mj'  God!  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?"  Now  some 
of  those  who  were  standing  by,  the  Evangelists  go  on  to  say, 
when  the}'  heard  his  crj-,  exclaimed  in  mocker}-,  "  Listen !  he 
is  calling  for  Elijah !  "  upon  which  one  of  them  ran  up,  and 
dipping  a  sponge  into  the  vinegar  put  it  on  the  end  of  a  cane, 
reached  it  up  to  his  lips  to  refresh  him  a  little,  and  said, 
^^  Well,  then,  let  us  see  whether  Elijah  will  come  and  take 
him  down."  Or  perhaps  these  latter  words  were  spoken  by 
some  of  the  others  who  held  their  companion  back :  ^^  Let  it 
alone !  we  must  see  whether  Elijah  comes  to  take  him  down." 
Now  this  supposed  exclamation  of  Jesus  has  sometimes  been 
interpreted  veiy  perversely,  and  has  even  given  rise  within 
the  Church  to  such  offensive  doctrines  as  that  Jesus  lost  his 
faith  in  himself  and  his  cause,  or  that  God  did  actually  desert 
him  because  of  the  sins  of  mankind.  But  in  any  case  it 
seems  to  us  far  more  probable  that  these  words  of  the  Mes- 
sianic passion-psalm  were  put  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus  by  tra- 
dition than  that  he  really  uttered  them.  The  sequel,  too, 
throws  great  suspicion  on  the  report ;  for  the  Jews  were  not 
allowed  to  approach  the  cross,  and  what  did  the  Roman  sol- 
diers know  about  Elijah?  Besides,  if  the  Jews  had  ideally 
heard  him  cry  "  Eli ! "  or  "  Eloi  1 "  they  would  hardly  have  mis- 
taken the  words  of  the  twenty-second  Psalm  for  a  cry  to  the 
precursor  of  the  Messianic  kingdom,  — a  mistake  upon  which 
their  raillery  is  made  to  depend.  We  must,  therefore,  put 
aside  these  words,  as  in  all  probability  unhistorical ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  is  not  the  least  reason  to  doubt  the  uni- 
form tradition  that  a  few  moments  before  his  death  Jesus 
uttered  a  cr}'  of  pain,  and  that,  as  he  was  gasping  almost  in 
the  death-throe,  some  one  refreshed  him  by  putting  a  sponge 
to  his  lips,  dipped  in  the  soldiers*  sour  drink,  —  a  mixture  of 
vinegar,  water,  and  eggs,  —  a  cruse  of  ^hich  would  certainly 
be  there  for  the  use  of  the  sentries.^ 

Only  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  in  the  very  death-straggle 
I  Compare  Lake  xziiL  36 ;  John  xix.  28, 29;  Hebrews  v.  7. 
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itself,  followed  a  second  cry,  which  Luke  interprets,  again  at 
the  suggestion  of  a  passage  in  a  psalm,  ^  as  his  last  prayer  of 
trust:  '^Father!  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit/' 
Then  his  head  sunk  upon  his  breast,  a  deadly  pallor  over- 
spread his  face,  and  all  was  over. 

The  struggle  was  at  an  end ;  the  suffering  was  done.  Com- 
paratively- speaking,  it  had  not  been  long.  Jesus  certainly 
breathed  his  last  before  sunset,  and  apparently  soon  after 
three  in  the  afternoon.  He  had,  therefore,  onlj'  been  upon 
the  cross  six,  or  at  most  eight,  hours.  But  all  that  he  had 
already  gone  through  during  the  last  few  days  and  weeks, 
especiall3'  the  evening,  the  night,  and  the  morning  that  had 
just  passed,  together  witli  the  scourging  and  maltreatment 
he  had  undergone,  and  above  all  his  intense  mental  suffering, 
had  alread}'  almost  completely  exhausted  his  powers  (as  we 
saw  on  the  wa}'  from  the  judgment  hall) ,  and  his  remaining 
sti-ength  fast  ebbed  away.  It  has  sometimes  been  supposed 
that  the  great  cry  he  uttered  at  the  moment  of  his  death  was 
caused  b}-  sudden  cessation  of  the  action  of  the  heart,  the 
bursting  of  a  blood  vessel  in  the  heart  or  brain,  or  the  rup- 
ture of  an  artery.     But  all  this  is  the  merest  guess-work. 

For  us,  let  us  confess  it,  it  is  a  great  relief  that  his  suffer- 
ings  wei-e  not  protracted.  In  the  midst  of  all  the  mysteries 
which  perplex  the  course  of  human  events,  there  is  something 
unspeakably  dark  and  painful  in  such  an  end  to  such  a  life. 
But  the  darkness  is  not  unrelieved  b}'  light.  Proof  against 
the  fiercest  trials,  unflinching  when  called  to  the  supremest 
sacrifice,  unconditionall}-  faithful  to  the  loft}'  task  of  his  life, 
obedient  without  reserve  to  the  holy  will  of  his  Father,  Jesus 
did  in  truth  lay  the  foundations  of  the  kingdom  of  God, 
though  far  otherwise  than  he  conceived ;  he  did  in  truth  bind 
the  world  to  him  by  eternal  ties  of  deepest  obligation,  and 
make  himself  the  Christ.  The  apostolic  age  did  well  to 
emphasize  the  fact  that  God,  when  he  would  bring  many 
sons  to  glor}',  —  that  is  to  the  realization  of  their  exalted  and 
blessed  destiny  as  men,  —  had  made  the  accomplisher  of  their 
salvation  rise  through  suffering  to  a  spotless  moral  perfec- 
tion, and  thereby  also  to  the  highest  rank  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.'  For  Jesus  himself  made  perfect,  and  mankind 
bound  to  him  with  eternal  ties,  even  that  cross  on  Golgotha 
is  not  too  high  a  price  I 

It  is  but  natural  that  the  imagination  of  the  Christians  in 
every  age,  even  the  earliest,  should  have  seized  upon  this 
1  Psalm  xxxi.  5.  >  Uebrews  ii.  10,  v.  8,  9. 
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scene  of  the  Master's  death  upon  the  cross ;  and  sinoe  the 
gross  dishonor  done  to  him  outrages  our  sense  of  the  fitness 
of  things  even  now,  after  so  man}'^  centuries,  we  can  hardly 
wonder  that  Christian  feeling  earl}*  demanded  some  imme- 
diate compensation,  some  visible  and  instantaneous  glorifica- 
tion of  Jesus,  to  blot  out  at  once  the  deep  humiliation  and 
shame  of  his  execution.  God's  sacred  protest  at  the  murder 
of  his  Son  must  have  taken  some  concrete  shape  ;  the  blessed 
fruits  of  the  Lord's  self-sacrifice,  the  glorious  triumph  of  the 
rejected  one  over  the  hostile  powers  which  seemed  to  have 
subdued  him,  must  have  found  some  visible  expression  ;  and 
all  this  must  have  appeared  in  forms  so  palpable  and  over- 
whelming that  the  spectators  returned  from  the  hill  with 
their  hearts  filled  with  reverence,  while  all  who  had  been 
IndifiTei-ent  or  hostile  were  covered  with  dismay  and  shame. 
Hence  all  those  metaphors  in  our  Gospels  which  became 
more  than  metaphors  almost  immediatel}- ;  hence  those  fresh 
lines  which  were  constantly  added  to  the  picture  of  the  cruci- 
fixion to  make  the  rehabilitation  of  the  crucified  more  and 
more  complete. 

Even  the  oldest  accounts  we  have  mention  two  wonders : 
During  the  last  hours  of  the  life  of  Jesus  we  are  told,  fh>ni 
noon  till  three  o'clock,  darkness  came  over  all  the  earth. 
Perhaps  the  period  indicated  is  intended  to  cover  the  whole 
time  when  Jesus  was  upon  the  cross.  Now,  since  the  Pass- 
over is  alwa3's  celebrated  at  full  moon,  an  actual  eclipse  of 
the  sun  is  of  course  out  of  the  question  ;  but  the  symbolical 
significance  of  the  story  is  as  clear  as  possible.  Nature  her- 
self mourned  for  the  murder  of  the  Messiah.  The  sun  re- 
fused to  look  upon  the  scene  of  horror,  and  concealed  his 
splendor  while  the  ** Light  of  the  World"  was  setting.  At 
the  very  moment,  we  are  ftirther  told,  when  Jesus  breathed 
his  last,  the  heavenly  adorned  and  embroidered  tapestry  that 
hung  as  a  curtain  between  the  Holy  and  the  Holj^  of  Holies 
in  the  temple  was  rent  in  two  fi-om  top  to  bottom.  Here 
also  it  would  be  absurd  to  look  for  an  historic  fact ;  but  the 
thought  at  once  suggests  itself,  that  at  the  death  of  Jesus  the 
partition  behind  which  the  thrice  Holy  One  withdrew  firom 
every  e3*e  in  mysterious  obscurity  was  taken  awaj',  and  ac- 
cess to  Him  was  made  fi^e  to  all ;  *  while  the  priestly  dignity 
was  annulled,  or  rather  made  the  portion  of  every  one,  and 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  was  superseded  by  trustful  conmiunion 
with  the  Father.  In  place  of  this,  the  Gospel  of  the  Hebrews 
^  Compftre  Hebrews  ix.  7  ff.,  x.  19  ff. 
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said  that  the  broad  and  lofty  threshold  of  the  temple  was 
broken  and  fell  to  pieces :  the  significance  may  be  the  same 
as  in  our  Gospels,  or  it  may  perhaps  mean  that  the  temple 
service  was  annulled  by  the  great  sacrifice  on  Golgotha.  We 
are  also  told  by  our  oldest  authorities  that  when  the  ofiScer 
who  stood  b}*  the  cross  heard  the  great  cry  with  which  Jesus 
gave  up  his  fife,  he  exclaimed,  "  Surely  this  man  was  the  Son 
of  God ! "  or,  according  to  Luke,  '*  Surely  this  was  a  right- 
eons  man!"  Heathendom,  face  to  face  with  the  djing 
Christ,  recognizes  in  all  his  majesty  him  whom  his  own 
people  have  rejected. 

But  the  same  path  must  be  pursued  still  further.  Faith 
demanded  still  more  and  still  greater  wonders.  The  parth 
trembled,  sa3's  a  later  account  in  Matthew.  It  shuddered 
with  horror  at  the  deed.  The  rocks  wei*e  cleft,  and  the  sepul- 
chral caves  gaped  open,  while  man}'  bodies  of  long-buried 
saints,  pious  men  of  the  olden  time,  patriarchs  and  pi-ophets, 
returned  to  life.  And  after  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  they 
left  their  graves  and  went  into  the  City  of  God,  and  appeared 
to  many  of  the  people  there.  It  was  the  foreshadowing  of 
the  resurrection  at  the  last  day.  At  the  moment  when  Jesus, 
by  surrendering  himself  fceely  to  the  very  death,  exalted  him  • 
self  to  the  dignity  of  the  Messiah,  he  secured  his  triumph 
over  the  realm  of  shades  which  nmst  ere  long  give  up  its  prey 
at  his  commanding  word.  Here  we  may  add  that  the  second 
part  of  the  *'  Gospel  of  Nicodemus,"  which  is  twelve  chapters 
long,  contains  a  detailed  description,  puiporting  to  come  f\rom 
two  eye-witnesses,  of  how  Jesus  went  down  into  the  under- 
world, whence  he  released  all  the  saints,  with  Adam  at  their 
head,  and  conducted  them  to  paradise.  Well  might  the  officer 
and  sentinels  be  filled  with  dread !  Nay,  Luke,  even  without 
mentioning  the  miracle  of  the  earthquake  or  of  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  dead,  may  well  say  that  all  the  people  who  had 
streamed  together  to  witness  the  execution,  when  the}'  had 
seen  all  that  happened,  went  home  and  smote  their  breasts  in 
deepest  penitence  and  sense  of  guilt. 

Once  more  be  it  said,  we  sympathize  intensely  with  the 
feeling  that  called  these  stories  into  being.  But  history  has 
nothing  to  tell  us  of  any  restoration  to  honor  taking  place  on 
Golgotha,  of  any  special  occurrence  at  the  death  of  Jesus  to 
reverse  or  mitigate  his  disgrace.  His  shameful  end  was,  and 
continued  to  be,  a  fearfii^  shock  to  his  disciples,  and  made  it 
simply  impossible  to  many  of  the  Jews  and  heathen  to  believe 
in  him  as  the  future  Christ.     There  is  no  trace  of  his  death 
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haviDg  made  an}*  impression  at  the  time  upon  the  people  ol 
Jerusalem  or  the  strangers ;  upon  the  Jews  or  the  Romans ; 
upon  thosi)  who  witnessed  or  those  who  compassed  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have  what  appears  to  be  a  trust* 
worthy  account  of  the  last  honors  paid  %  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship to  the  mortal  remains  of  Jesus. 

The  evening  was  alreadj'  falling,  and  the  Sabbath  would 
soon  begin.  Should  the  body  be  left  hanging  on  the  cross? 
It  was  the  general  rule  among  the  Romans  and  the  Greeks  to 
deny  burial  to  crucified  offenders,  and  leave  them  as  a  8ix)il 
to  birds  of  pre}'  and  otner  creatures.  But  we  have  already 
seen. that  the  rulers  complied  in  man}  respects  with  the  usages 
of  the  subject  people  ;  and  the  Jews,  partly  out  of  humanitj-, 
but  chiefly'  to  guard  the  countr}'  of  the  Lord  from  pollution,^ 
never  left  anyone  unburied,  even  though  he  had  been  hnnged. 
Indeed,  strictly  speaking,  no  bod}'  should  be  left  hanging  on 
the  wood  even  for  a  single  night,  as  would  have  occurred  in 
this  instance,  owing  to  the  rapid  death  of  Jesus,  had  not  one 
of  his  friends  undertaken  the  care  of  his  burial. 

It  was  not  one  of  his  chosen  disciples,  nor  one  of  the 
faithful  Galilsean  women,  who  took  courage  for  the  last  ser- 
vile of  love.  It  was  a  man  whom  we  meet  for  the  first  and 
last  time  on  this  occasion,  and  of  whom  we  know  nothing 
except  his  name  (Joseph)  and  his  birthplace  (Arimathea  or 
Ramathaim,  in  the  ancient  territorj' of  Ephraim).  We  arc 
told  that  he  too  had  joined  the  disciples,  though  probabl}' 
only  during  the  stay  of  Jesus  in  Jerusalem ;  and,  further, 
that  he  looked  with  longing  for  the  Messianic  kingdom. 
What  a  crushing  sense  of  disappointment  then  must  have 
accompanied  this  last  sacred  duty  of  ft-iendship !  Perhaps 
Joseph  was  acquainted  with  the  procurator ;  at  any  rate,  we 
are  told  that  he  was  a  rich  man,  and  later  accounts  even 
make  him  one  of  the  elders  or  distinguished  lawmen,  who  had 
a  seat  in  the  Sanhedrim  :  but  the}*  are  caref\il  to  tell  us  he  had 
taken  no  part  in  the  hostile  deliberations  and  violent  measun*a 
of  that  body  against  the  Nazarene.  Be  this  as  it  may,  no 
sooner  had  Joseph  perceived  or  heard  that  the  IMasler  had 
breathed  his  last  upon  the  instrument  of  torture  than  he  asked 
and  obtained  an  audience  of  Pilate,  and  begged  the  bod}'  of 
the  crucified  Jesus,  in  order  that  he  might  give  it  an  honorable 
burial. . 

It  was  a  bold  step.  How  easil}'  he  might  be  suspected  of 
1  Deuteronomj  xxi.  23. 
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Biding  with  the  '^King  of  the  Jews/*  who  had  been  con- 
demned as  I  tumult-maker!  And  still  worse,  what  hatred 
and  ignominy  from  his  own  people  and  bis  own  colleagues 
he  was  dragging  down  upon  his  head !  But  he  could  not  let 
such  thoughts  restrain  him.  Jesus  had  inspired  him  with  so 
deep  a  reverence  that  he  could  not  suffer  his  mortal  remains 
to  be  left  hanging  on  the  cross,  and  then  after  a  while  be 
thrust  in  shame  into  the  eailh.  If  he  had  been  unable  to 
rescue  him,  or  if  the  sudden  catastrophe  had  so  taken  him  by 
surprise  that  he  had  not  even  attempted  anj'  thing,  he  would 
at  least  do  all  that  still  remained. 

The  procurator  granted  his  request  (which  was  probably 
backed,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  time,  b}'  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money) ,  and  gave  him  a  written  order  to  the  of- 
ficer at  Golgotha,  or  else  despatched  a  messenger  with  him. 
Mark,  indeed,  tells  us  that  Pilate  was  astonished  to  hear  that 
the  Nazarene  was  dead  already  ;  that  he  sent  for  the  officer 
in  charge,  and  when  he  learned  from  him  that  Jesus  had  been 
dead  some  time,  granted  Joseph's  request.  But  this  seems 
highly  improbable  when  we  consider  the  short  space  of  time 
in  which  the  whole  transaction  was  completed,  and  the  abso 
lute  necessity  of  the  responsible  man  remaining  on  the  spot 
at  Golgotha,  where  tlie  two  robbers  still  hung  alive  upon  the 
stakes. 

Enough !  Joseph  went  with  a  few  dependants  to  the  hill. 
The  centre  cross  was  loosened  and  laid  upon  the  ground,  the 
nails  were  drawn  out,  the  cords  cut  through  ;  and,  since  Gol- 
gotha at  that  moment  was  an  utterly  unsuitable  place  in 
which  to  pay  due  honors  to  the  dead,  the  body  was  immedi- 
ately laid  in  the  usual  open  coffin.  The  near  approach  of  the 
Sabbath  would  prevent  all  but  a  very  few  from  following  the 
coffin  as  it  was  borne  to  a  place  hard  by,  where  Joseph  pos- 
sessed a  sepulchre  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  or  had  obtained 
leave  to  use  it  on  this  occasion.  The  later  tradition  adds,  in 
honor  of  Jesus,  that  it  was  a  new  sepulchre  in  which  no  one 
had  as  yet  been  laid.^  Here  reverent  and  careful  hands 
cleansed  the  body  from  blood,  wrapped  the  head  in  a  napkin, 
and  shrouded  the  limbs  in  broad  strips  of  linen.  If  under 
any  circumstances  a  body  that  had  been  so  mangled  would 
have  been  deemed  suitable  for  embalmment,  now  at  any  rate 
there  was  no  time  for  it.  It  was  needless.  AH  was  done  that 
friendship  and  reverence  could  do  for  him  whose  death  was 
mourned  with  such  unutterable  woe,  and  nothing  essential 
was  wanting  to  the  last  honors  paid  him. 
I  See  p.  361. 
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So  now  the  stiffly-sHrouded  corpse  was  carefully  borne  Into 
the  cave,  and  laid  in  one  of  the  niches  in  the  side.  Accord- 
ing to  Jewish  wont,  the  mouth  of  the  sepulchre  was  closed  by 
a  great  stone  or  mass  of  rock,  which  served  as  a  door  and 
protected  the  tomb  from  violation  by  beasts  of  prey.  This 
stone  would  be  left  unmoved  until  another  corpse,  belonging 
to  the  possessoi-'s  family,  should  be  brought  there  likewise  to 
its  place  of  rest.  The  mournful  duty  was  now  done,  and  in 
the  deep  aflliction  of  his  soul  the  bold  and  faithftd  friend 
turned  homeward. 

Meanwhile  the  evening  had  quite  set  in  and  the  Sabbath  had 
begun.  This  was  an  hour,  especially  at  Jerusalem,  of  joyous, 
consecrated  rest.  The  Sabbath  lamp  was  lighted,  the  Sab- 
bath garments  donned,  and  the  Sabbath  meal  prepared  with 
more  than  usual  sumptuousness  in  honor  of  the  feast  and  the 
innumerable  guests.  As  they  reclined  at  table,  the  members 
of  the  Council  and  many  of  the  Pharisees  besides  might  re- 
hearse the  dajr's  events  with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  and  re- 
lief, and  might  thank  the  Lord  for  his  mighty  help  and  the 
unmistakable  signs  he  had  given  them  of  his  satisfaction  with 
their  zeal  in  his  honor. 

Outside  there,  by  the  sepulchre,  all  was  still  and  cold  and 
lonely,  and  yet  not  altogether  deserted.  The  moonlight  re- 
vealed two  female  forms,  bent  down  in  speechless  agony,  and 
the  stillness  of  the  night  was  only  broken  by  their  sobs. 
They  were  Mary  of  Magdala  and  her  namesake,  the  faithful 
friends  who  had  followed  Jesus  from  Galilee.  Had  they  ac- 
companied the  bier  from  the  hill  of  death  ?  Or  had  they  not 
heanl  till  later  on  what  Joseph  had  been  doing  ?  There  thej' 
sat  now,  over  against  that  cave,  and  could  not  tear  themselves 
away.  What  was  not  hidden  there,  behind  that  stone,  for 
ever!  What  inestimable  treasures  destroyed  by  rude  and 
wanton  hands  1  What  glorious  promises  dashed  at  onoe  and 
for  ever ! 

And  we  too  stand  with  them  in  thought ;  and  as  we  gaze 
upon  that  stone  and  think  of  him  who  Hes  behind  it,  concep- 
tions and  emotions  rush  upon  the  brain  and  heart,  and  force 
t)ie  lips  to  utterance.  Rest  sweetly  from  thy  toilsome  work, 
thou  noble  benefactor,  deliverer  of  mankind,  great  son  of 
God !  Thy  triumph  is  secure.  Thy  name  shall  be  borne  on 
the  breath  of  the  winds  through  all  the  world ;  and  with  that 
name  no  thought  except  of  goodness,  nobleness,  and  love 
shall  link  itself  in  the  bosoms  of  thy  brothers  who  have 
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learned  to  know  thee  and  what  thou  art.  Th}'  name  shall  be 
the  symbol  of  salvation  to  the  weak  and  wandering,  of  resto- 
ration to  the  fallen  and  the  guilt}',  of  hope  to  all  who  sink  in 
comfortless  despair.  Thy  name  shall  be  the  mighty  cry  of 
progress  in  freedom,  in  truth,  in  purity,  —  the  living  symbol  of 
the  dignity  of  man,  the  epitome  of  all  that  is  noble,  lofty,  and 
holy  upon  earth.  To  thy  name  shall  be  inseparably  bound 
that  ideal  of  humanit}*  which  thou  didst  biing  into  the  world, 
and  which  can  never  be  rejected  from  it  more.  Th}'  life  was 
short,  yet  in  it  thou  didst  more  than  any  one  of  all  thy  breth- 
ren to  uplift  the  lives  and  souls  of  men.  And  now  that  thou 
art  dead,  it  shall  be  seen  that  they  for  whom  thou  didst  give 
thyself  up  to  the  very  death  are  not  ungrateful.  From  thy 
cross  goes  forth  a  power  which  is  slowly  but  surely  regenerat- 
ing the  world.  Thy  spirit,  which  remains  behind,  shall  fulfil 
thy  task.  The  fhture  is  thine  own.  Thou  great  deliverer, 
thou  monarch  in  the  realm  of  truth,  of  love,  of  peace,  w«  do 
thee  homage  I 
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Chapter  I. 

THE   RESURRECTION  OF  JESUS. 

Matthkw  XXVII.  62-XXVIII. ;  Luke  XXIV.  13-68 ;  Acts  L 
3-14;  1  Corinthians  XV.  8-8.1 

SO  Jesus  and  his  cause  appeared  to  have  been  finali3 
crushed.  A  single  \igorous  and  well-concerted  measure 
had  smothered  the  Messianic  agitation.  The  prophet  of  Gali- 
lee had  paid,  by  a  malefactor's  death,  for  his  audacity  in  com- 
ing to  Jerusalem  itself  to  preach  his  gospel  and  unfurl  his 
banner  of  freedom  and  of  the  spirit,  for  his  heroic  effort  to 
make  God's  kingdom  come.  Who  was  there  left  to  take  up 
his  task?  His  best  disciples  and  his  closest  friends  were 
fugitives  and  apostates. 

Yet  hopeless  as  things  seemed  to  be,  the  unshaken  confi- 
dence with  which  Jesus  had  faced  his  lot  was  justified  by  the 
event.  From  his  momentary  defeat  he  rose  again  with  wider 
and  deeper  influence  than  ever.  Were  there  no  danger  of 
misunderstanding,  we  would  gladly  use  an  expression  of  his 
own,*  and  speak  of  this  as  his  *'  rising  again  "  or  "  resurrec- 
tion." But  this  word  is  commonly  used  to  signify  something 
very  different  from  his  triumph  after  defeat.  For  when  the  faith 
of  tiie  Apostles  and  other  disciples,  recovering  from  the  shock 
under  which  at  first  it  had  tottered  and  collapsed,  appeared 
once  more  in  renovated  strength,  it  took  the  form  of  a  be- 
lief that  Jesus  had  risen  up  from  the  dead  and  ascended  to 
heaven.  This  is  what  is  generall}'  meant  Sy  the  "  Resurrec- 
tion ; "  and  if  we  were  to  employ  the  word,  it  might  seem  as 
though  we  accepted  this  early  belief  as  an  historical  fact. 

I  Mark  xvi. ;  Luke  xxiv.  1-12.  *  Compare  pp.  898  f.,  350. 
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Moreover,  in  saying  that  the  belief  in  the  "resurrection" 
was  but  the  foi-m  assumed  by  the  reviving  faith  of  the  disci- 
ples, we  have  explained  our  reasons  for  dealing  with  it  in  our 
Second  Book,  which  treats  of  the  Apostles,  instead  of  includ- 
ing it  in  the  history  of  Jesus  himself  as  the  last  scene  of  his 
life  on  earth  ;  for,  amidst  all  the  doubts  that  hang  around  this 
subject,  of  one  thing  at  least  we  ma}'  be  sure,  namely,  that  it 
foims  a  chapter  of  the  inner  life  of  the  disciples,  not  of  the 
outward  life  of  the  Master.  In  other  words,  the  resurrection 
Df  Jesus  is  not  an  external  fact  of  history,  but  simply  a  form 
of  belief  assumed  b}'  the  faith  of  his  fnends  and  earliest 
disciples. 

Let  us  begin  by  considering  wliat  that  word  "  resurrection  " 
i-eally  meant,  whether  applied  to  Jesus  or  to  others.  Later 
representations,  down  to  our  own  times,  have  regaided  it  as 
equivalent  to  a  rising  from  the  grave ;  but  the  question  is, 
^hat  it  meant  in  the  faith  and  preaching  of  the  Apostles,  in 
the  genuine,  onginal,  primitive  tradition  that  Jesus  had  risen. 
Now,  "resurrection"  means  elsewhere  a  return  from  the 
realm  of  shades  to  the  human  life  on  earth ;  ^  and  in  like 
manner  it  was  said  that  Jesus  too  had  left  the  underworld, 
but  not,  in  this  case,  to  return  at  once  to  life  upon  the  earth, 
but  to  be  taken  up  provisionally  into  heaven.  Originally  the 
resurrection  and  ascension  of  Jesus  were  one.  It  was  onl}' 
later  that  the  conception  sprang  up  of  his  having  paused  upon 
earth,  whether  for  a  single  day  or  for  several  weeks,  on  his 
journey  from  the  abyss  to  the  height. 

We  may  therefore  safely  assert  that  if  the  friends  of  Jesus 
had  thought  as  we  do  of  the  lot  of  those  that  die,''  they  would 
never  have  so  much  as  dreamed  of  their  Master's  resurrection 
or  ascension.  For  to  the  Christian  belief  of  to-day  itVould 
be,  so  to  speak,  a  matter  of  course  that  Jesus,  like  all  good 
and  noble  souls,  —  and  indeed  above  all  others,  —  would  go 
straight  "  to  a  better  world,"  "  to  heaven,"  "  to  God,"  at  the 
instant  of  his  death ;  but  in  the  conception  of  the  Jews,  in- 
cluding the  Apostles,  this  was  impossible.  Heaven  was  the 
alxxle  of  the  Lord  and  his  angels  only ;  and  if  an  Enoch  or 
an  Elijah  had  been  caught  up  there  alive,  to  dwell  there  for  a 
time,  it  was  certain  that  all  who  died,  without  exception,  even 
the  purest  and  most  holj',  must  go  down  as  shades  into  the 
realms  of  the  dead  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  —  and  thence, 

1  See,  for  instance,  Revelation  zx.  12-14 ;  and  compare  op.  272,  813,  887 
s  Compare  vol.  i.  pp.  538-581 ;    ii.  pp.  395,  396;  pp.  331  ff.,  378  ff. 
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of  course,  they  could  not  issue  except  b}'  '*  rising  again." 
And  this  is  why  we  are  never  told  that  Jesus  rose  '^  from 
death,"  far  less  "from  the  grave,"  but  always  "from  the 
dead,"  —  that  is,  from  the  place  where  the  shades  of  the  de- 
parted abide ;  from  the  realms  of  the  dead.  The  dead,  when 
thus  waked  into  life  again,  must  have  a  bod}',  whether  it 
were  a  new  one,^  or  whether  the  old  one  left  the  grave  for 
him.^  Now  the  Apostles  could  not  accept  or  endure  the 
thought  that  their  Master  was  left  in  the  abyss  a  powerless 
and  lifeless  shadow,  —  they  were  convinced  that  he  must  be 
living  in  heaven  in  glory ;  and,  moreover,  they  believed 
themselves  to  have  evidence  of  his  continued  existence.  The 
only  possible  conclusion,  therefore,  was  that  he  had  risen  from 
the  realm  of  shades. 

All  this  is  simple  enough.  Is  it  not  equally  clear  that 
where  there  is  no  belief  in  this  realm  of  shades  a  "  resurrec- 
tion "  has  no  meaning  ?  And  if  we  have  all  ceased  to  believe 
in  any  such  shadow-land,  we  are  forced  to  admit  that  the  nar- 
ratives we  are  about  to  consider  do  not  concern  a  fact  in  the 
life  of  Jesus,  but  a  cbnception  on  the  part  of  his  friends,  — the 
origin  of  which  we  must,  if  possible,  explain. 

The  contradictions  in  the  narratives  themselves,  though  so 
great  as  to  lay  insuperable  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  literal 
interpi*etation,  no  longer  surpilse  us  when  we  know  that  we 
are  dealing  with  a  product  of  the  religious  imagination,  grad- 
ually amplified  and  embellished  by  tradition. 

The  following  story  indicates  the  way  in  which  the  disciples 
rose  to  the  belief  that  their  Master  still  lived  and  would  yet 
be  the  Christ :  — 

It  was  on  the  Sunday  after  the  crucifixion  that  two  of  the 
disciples  were  going  from  Jerusalem  to  Emmaus,  about  two 
leagues  distant,  conversing  on  the  way  about  all  that  had  oc- 
curred. Now  while  they  were  discussing  their  divergent 
views  or  doubts  they  were  joined  by  a  third  wayfarer.  This 
was  no  other  than  Jesus  himself;  but  they  were  so  blinded 
that  they  did  not  know  him.  "What  are  you  speaking 
about,"  he  asked,  "  that  makes  you  look  so  sad  as  you  walk 
along?"  "What  are  we  speaking  of?"  repeated  Cleopas, 
one  of  the  two ;  "  then  are  you  the  only  one  among  all  the 
strangers  in  the  H0I3'  City  that  does  not  know  what  has  hap- 
pened there  in  these  last  days?  "     "  What  about?"  he  asked- 

1  See  p.  279;  compare  1  Corinthians  xv.  50. 
*  See  p.  467;  compare  John  v.  28,  ^ 
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** About  Jesus  of  Nazareth,"  they  replied.  "He  was  a 
prophet,  mighty  in  deed  and  word  in  the  eyes  of  God  and 
of  all  the  people ;  and  our  high  priests  and  councillors  gave 
him-up  to  death  and  crucified  him.  But  we  had  hoped  that 
he  was  tlie  promised  deliverer  of  Israel.  [And  moreover 
this  is  the  third  day  since  it  was  done ;  and  some  of  the 
women  among  us  who  went  in  the  earl^y  morning  to  his  tomb 
have  filled  us  with  consternation  by  declaring  that  they  could 
not  find  his  body  there,  and  that  they  saw  a  vision  of  angels 
who  told  them  he  was  alive.  Some  of  our  number  went 
straightway  to  the  spot,  and  found  it  as  the  women  had  said ; 
but  him  they  did  not  see.]"  "  How  blind  your  eyes,  how 
dull  your  hearts,"  cried  Jesus,  *'to  the  predictions  of  the 
prophets !  Was  not  this  suffering  the  verj'  path  by  which  it 
was  appointed  for  the  Messiah  to  ascend  his  throne  ?  "  Then 
he  went  through  the  Law  and  the  prophetic  writings  with 
them,  and  showed  them  in  the  several  books  all  that  referred 
to  him.  Thus  they  drew  near  to  Emmaus,  and  he  made  as 
if  he  would  go  on  alone.  But  they  would  not  let  him  go. 
''  Stay  with  us,"  they  urged,  "•  for  the  evening  is  closing  in 
already."  So  he  yielded  to  their  pressure  ;  they  went  in,  and 
in  a  few  moments  they  were  all  reclining  at  the  evening  meal. 
Then  Jesus,  taking  the  place  of  the  head  of  the  family  as 
usual,  took  the  bread,  uttered  the  thanksgiving,  broke  it,  and 
handed  it  to  them.  In  a  moment  the  scales  fell  fh>m  their 
ejes,  they  looked  at  one  another,  they  looked  at  him, — 
they  knew  him ;  but  at  that  verj'  moment  he  vanished  mi- 
raculously from  their  sight !  Every  doubt  disappeared  from 
their  minds.  "Did  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us,"  they 
said,  "  when  he  was  speaking  with  us  and  explaining  the 
Scriptures  to  us  on  the  way  ?  "  They  instantly  rose  up  from 
the  table  and  hurried  back  in  the  dark  to  Jerusalem.  There 
the  Eleven  and  the  other  disciples  anticipated  them  by  the 
exclamation,  "  The  Lord  has  truly  risen  and  appeared  to  Si- 
mon ! "  —  upon  which  the  two  related,  in  their  turn,  what  had 
happened  to  them  on  the  way,  and  how  they  had  recognized 
Jesus  as  he  broke  the  bread. 

The  source  and  origin  of  this  beautilul  picture  are  difiScult 
to  ascertain.     Luke  must  have  accepted  it  literally  when  he 
took  it  up  into  the  cycle  of  his  stories  of  the  resurrection,  to 
which  it  does  not  properly  belong ;  ^  but  this  proves  nothing 
Perhaps  it  was  Luke,  or  perhaps  some  earlier  narrator,  who 

1  Compare  Luke  xxiv.  24  with  verse  12,  and  verse  34  with  verses  37  and  41, 
9t  Mq. ;  and  see  Mark  xvi.  13  b. 
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retouched  the  picture  with  no  great  skill,  aad  added  sacb 
traits,  for  instance,  as  the  visit  of  the  women  and  the  other 
disciples  to  the  ^mb,  which  we  have  included  in  brackets. 
No  such  place  as  Emmaus  has  been  found  within  two  leagues 
of  Jerusalem.  There  is  an  Emmaus  (or  Nicopolis)  at  a 
distance  of  six  or  seven  leagues  from  the  City  of  the  Tem- 
ple, but  this  cannot  be  the  place  intended.  There  is  a  bath- 
ing place  of  the  same  name  on  the  Sea  of  Gennesareth,  — 
and  this  tempts  us  to  ask  whether  the  scene  was  not  origi- 
nally laid  in  Galilee  (which  really-  witnessed  the  reviving 
faith  of  the  disciples),  and  subsequently  transferred  to  Jem 
salem  without  change  of  names.  Finall}',  we  may  note  that 
Jesus  appears  in  different  places  —  to  the  two  travellers  and 
to  Simon — at  the  same  time.  But  in  spite  of  all  these  irare:9 
of  composite  origin,  the  background  and  general  outline  oi 
the  picture  still  furnish  us  with  precious  materials  for  retra- 
cing the  origin  of  the  belief  of  the  disciples  in  the  resurrection ; 
for  we  must  never  forget  that  a  powerful  imagination,  sup- 
ported by  the  S3'mbolical  forms  of  expression  then  current, 
might  well  translate  reminiscences  into  present  facts,  sus- 
pense or  other  emotions  into  external  events. 

The  friends  of  Jesus  —  so  we  read  this  stor}*  —  were  bit- 
terly disappointed  in  their  fairest  hopes  b}'  the  cross  of  Jesus. 
And  yet  they  still  regarded  their  Master  as  a  might}'  prophet, 
and  their  hearts  and  mouths  still  overflowed  with  him.  And 
while  they  thought  and  spoke  of  him,  —  at  one  in  burning 
love,  but  often  wideh*  severed  in  opinions  and  expectations,  — 
Jesus  himself  came  to  them.  Not  the  gloiified  Christ  from 
heaven,^  but  the  Jesus  they  had  known  on  eaith.  They  did 
not  perceive  or  did  not  notice  it ;  but  he  was  there,  drawn  to 
their  sides  by  the  magic  power  of  loving  and  reverent  remem- 
brance,—  he  was  with  them,  speaking  to  them,  drawing  out 
their  thoughts,  and  then  correcting  and  instructing  them,  — 
until  at  last,  in  the  light  of  the  event,  they  began  to  under- 
stand his  teaching  of  the  last  few  weeks,^  so  fruitless  at  the 
time.  They  saw  how  the  Scripture  pointed  out,  in  many  a 
special  utterance  and  in  the  common  lot  of  prophets,  what 
the  sad  end  must  be,  and  how  the  temporal  defeat  would  lead 
to  victory  and  would  win  the  Messianic  crown.  When  rightly 
looked  into,  the  Scripture  was  full  of  hints  and  predictions 
of  the  event.*  How  could  they  be  so  slow  of  heart !  They 
would  fain  prolong  those  moments  of  his  presence,  hardlj 

1  Matthew  xviii.  20,  xxviii.  20.  ^  See  pp.  396  ff.,  and  405. 

•  Acts  ii.  27,  xiii.  34,  35  (Psalm  xvi.  10;  Isaiah  Iv.  3,  liu.  10;  Hosea  vi.  S). 
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roaiized,  in  the  life  of  reminiscence,  —  they  would  not  let  hira 
go !  And  then  as  they  lay  down  to  meat  and  broke  the  bread, 
that  symbolic  action  on  the  last  evening  of  the  Master's  life 
started  back  into  their  minds,  the  impression  of  that  last 
meeting  was  renewed;  they  remembered  all  he  told  them, 
and  above  all  that  clear  announcement  of  his  death  and  of  his 
triumph ;  ^  and  then  —  the  scales  fell  from  their  eyes,  he  was 
tlie  Promised  One  once  more !  And  now  he  is  gone  from 
their  bodily  sight,  —  but  henceforth  nothing  can  disturb  their 
faith.  He  is  the  Christ.  He  cannot  be  a  prey  to  the  realm 
of  shades.     He  lives !     He  will  come  again  ! 

Are  we  then  to  understand  that  the  friends  of  Jesus  had 
visions  of  their  departed  Master  which,  though  really  but  the 
fruit  and  the  expression  of  reviving  faith,  were  looked  upon 
by  them  as  conclusive  proof  that  he  had  left  the  underworld 
and  was  living  still?  We  cannot  be  absolutel}'  certain,  but 
in  ail  probability  we  must  answer  this  question  in  the  aflirraa- ' 
tive  ;  for  we  have  a  statement  on  the  subject  that  is  IVce  from 
all  ambiguity,  and  is  far  more  ancient  and  more  trustworthy 
than  the  great  mass  of  stories  of  the  resurrection.  It  is  a 
passage  in  a  letter  written  by  Paul  to  the  community  at  Cor- 
inth, in  the  3'ear  58  a.d.,  in  which  he  reminds  them  what  he 
had  told  them  a  few  years  before,  in  accordance  with  what  he 
himself  had  heard  from  eye-witnesses  many  years  before,  — 
not  long  after  the  death  of  Jesus.  It  was  ''  that  Christ  died 
"  for  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins,  according  to  the  Scripture ; 
and  was  buried  and  was  raised  up  the  third  day,  according  to 
the  Scripture;  and  appeared  to  Cephas  (Peter),  and  after- 
wards to  the  Twelve.  Then  he  appeared  to  more  than  five 
hundred  brethren  at  once,  most  of  whom  are  still  living,  but 
some  have  fallen  asleep.  Then  he  appeared  to  James,  and 
aftei*wards  to  all  the  Apostles,  and  last  of  all  to  me  also." 

Now,  on  the  assumption  that  it  comes  from  the  hand  of 
Paul,  this  enumeration,  which  evidently^  aims  at  completeness, 
deserves  our  confidence  ;  for  Paul  would  certainl}'  take  care 
to  inform  himself  accurately  in  such  a  matter.  In  speaking 
of  the  '*  resurrection,"  he  does  not  mean  the  reanimation  of 
the  body  of  Jesus ;  and  indeed  he  expressly  excludes  such  a 
thought  by  ascribing  to  the  Christ  a  gloiitied  and  spiritual 
body  not  made  of  fiesh  and  blood. ^  It  is  equally  certain  that 
he  tiiinks  of  the  Christ  as  having  appeared  from  heaven  ;  and 

1  See  pp.  407,  409. 

2  1  CorinthiaDs  xv.  42-54;  2  Corinthians  v.  1-4;  Philippianf  iii.  21. 
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his  ranking  the  appearance  to  himself,  —  unquestionably  tiie 
product  of  his  own  fervid  imagination,^ — as  parallel  with 
those  which  preceded  it,  seems  to  indicate  that  ttxey  were  aU 
visions  alike.  And  indeed  the  return  to  earth  of  one  already 
dead  and  glorified,  or  the  veritable  apparition  of  a  spirit,  is  a 
thing  which  far  transcends  the  limits  of  credibility.  And, 
besides,  we  know  that  the  Israelites,  though  well  aware  of  the 
difference  between  a  vision  and  something  seen  under  ordinary 
conditions,^  were  yel  firmly  convinced  that  what  they  saw  in 
the  ecstasy  of  a  vision  had  an  objective  reality  corresponding 
to  it."  It  may  deserve  our  attention  also  that  in  this  passage 
Paul  first  supports  the  faith  in  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  by  an 
appeal  to  the  Scripture,^  and  subsequently  confirms  it  by  a 
redtictio  ad  absurdum^  In  other  words,  he  is  more  inclined 
to  demonstrate  that  Christ  must  have  risen  than  to  build  upon 
adequate  testimony  to  the  fact  that  he  had  risen. 

With  regard  to  each  of  the  separate  appearances  for  which 
the  Apostle  vouches,  we  may  note  that  even  the  one  witnessed 
by  five  hundred  believers  offers  no  insuperable  difficulty ;  for 
when  we  remember  how  infectious  the  excited  condition  fa- 
vorable to  visions  sometimes  is,  it  seems  far  from  impossible 
that  the  whole  of  a  numerous  gathering  of  disciples  might 
believe  themselves  to  see  the  Master.  Histor}^  ftirnishcii 
other  instances,  not  less  striking,  of  a  number  of  people  in  a 
state  of  spiritual  exaltation  seeing  one  and  the  same  image 
befoi-e  their  e3es.  Nor  need  we  wonder  at  the  preservation 
of  the  expression,  "  the  Twelve,"  though  one  of  course  was 
wanting.  Who  are  meant  by  *'  all  the  Apostles"  it  is  im- 
possible to  say.     *'  James  "  is  the  brother  of  Jesus. 

As  to  James,  we  may  remark  that  the  only  other  ancient 
authonty  which  speaks  of  Jesus  appearing  to  him  is  the  Gos- 
pel according  to  the  Hebrews.  There  it  is  said  that  when 
the  risen  Jesus  had  given  his  grave-clothes  to  the  high  priesf  s 
servant,  he  showed  himself  to  James,  who  had  sworn  after 
the  Last  Supper  (at  which  he  was  not  really  present)  that  he 
would  never  eat  bread  again  till  he  had  seen  Jesus  risen  from 
the  dead.  So  Jesus  now  brought  him  a  cake  of  bread,  offered 
thanks,  broke  it,  and  gave  it  to  him  with  the  words:  "Eal 
this  bread ,  my  brother ;  for  the  Son  of  Man  has  risen  from 
the  dead  "    The  whole  story  is  evidently  a  later  invention  in 

I  Compare  2  Corinthians  xii.  1-4. 
a  See,  for  instance,  Acts  ix.  7,  x.  10,  11, 17,  19. 
*  See  2  Kings  vi.  17;  2  Corinthians  xii.  3. 
4  1  Corinthians  xv.  4 :  compare  pp.  37  f . 
•  *  1  Corinthians  xv.  12-19. 
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honor  of  Jam^s,  who  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  Iho  oommunity 
at  Jerusalem. 

Returning  to  the  statement  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians, 
we  observe  that  Peter  is  mentioned  as  the  first  who  saw  the 
Master.  Now  of  course  the  first  appearance  was  the  really 
critical  event.  It  gave  the  impulse ;  and  the  rest  were  the 
natural  consequence  of  the  fervent  longing  of  all  the  disciples 
to  share  the  privilege  of  him  who  had  already  seen  the  glori- 
fied Master  It  deserves  our  attention  therefore  that  both 
here  and  in  the  story  of  the  journey  to  £mmaus  Peter  is 
mentioned  before  any  of  the  others.  Now  Peter's  fervent 
and  excitable  temperament,^  acting  upon  his  deep  sense  of 
the  injury  he  had  done  to  his  beloved  Master  and  his  longing 
to  receive  assurance  of  forgiveness,  might  well  throw  him 
into  just  such  a  state  of  exaltation  ^  as  might  make  him  see 
the  form  he  loved  rise  up  before  him,  with  an  expression  of 
exalted  tenderness  and  generous  forgiveness,  as  a  mighty 
incentive  and  a  glorious  consolation.* 

But  it  ought  to  be  mentioned  that,  according  to  another 
tradition  presei-ved  in  our  Gospels,  it  was  not  Peter,  but  the 
faithful  friends  who  had  seen  Jesus  die,  —  the  two  Marys, 
whom  we  left  in  speechless  agony  at  the  sepulchre,  — to  whom 
the  first  assurance  was  vouchsafed  that  their  Master  had 
arisen.  It  was  an  angel,  or  Jesus  himself,  who  brought  the 
proclamation  to  them  (with  or  without  their  companion,  Sa- 
lome) ,  and  told  tliem  to  carry  the  great  news  to  the  disciples, 
and  especially  to  Peter.  In  itself  this  account  is  at  least  as 
credible  as  the  other.  The  tried  attachment  and  touching 
fidelit3'  of  these  women  to  Jesus,  working  upon  the  more  sen- 
sitive female  system,  would  make  them  eminently  susceptible 
of  such  impressions  as  we  are  discussing ;  and  it  seems  more 
probable  that  tradition  would  gradually  substitute  Peter  for 
the  women  than  that  they  should  have  usurped  his  place.  In 
fact  we  find  the  women,  in  this  version  of  the  events,  specially 
chained  to  take  the  glad  news  to  Peter,*  and  may  fancy  that 
we  see  therein  the  first  indication  of  a  feeling  that  gradually 
gave  the  place  of  honor  to  the  Apostle,  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  women.  On  the  other  hand,  great  doubt  is  thrown  upon 
the  whole  picture  of  the  women  and  their  vision  b}'  its  un- 
historical  setting,  —  representing  Jerusalem  as  the  locality, 
the  Sunday  morning  as  the  time,  and  the  empty  tomb  as  the 

1  Compare  p^  181.  >  Compare  Acts  x.  10. 

*  See  Luke  XKli.  31,  32;  compare  verse  61 ;  John  xxi.  15-17;  and  Mattbsi^ 
aiv.  .10.  31. 

*  Mark  xvi.  7 ;  compare  John  xx.  2-6. 
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scene  of  the  vision ;  whereas,  as  we  shall  presentlj  see,  all 
these  three  traits  are  of  much  later  origin. 

Paul's  statement  is  irreconcilable  with  the  tradition  pre- 
served in  the  Gospels  in  other  points  besides  the  question 
of  priority  between  Peter  and  the  Marj's.  We  will  therefore 
simply  give  the  Gospel  tradition  now,  without  further  refei  - 
ence  to  Paul's  statement,  and  without  venturing  at  present  to 
pronounce  decisively  in  favor  of  the  latter  as  compai-ed  with 
the  primitive  nucleus  of  the  former.  The  later  traditions  iu 
the  Gospels  have  little  value. 

Of  course  it  needs  the  utmost  circumspection  to  separate 
this  primitive  tradition  from  the  various  accretions  of  later 
date ;  but  a  careful  comparison  of  the  texts  generally  leads 
us  to  a  definite  conclusion.  The  impression  we  arrive  at  is 
that  the  first  and  perhaps  the  only  appearance  of  the  Christ 
took  place  in  Galilee,  a  good  man}-  days  after  the  death  of 
Jesus.  The  Eleven,  once  more  in  their  native  land,  had  met 
upon  one  of  the  well-known  mountains,  and  there  the}-  saw 
the  glorified  Master.  But  not  all  of  them.  Some  of  them 
still  doubted,  still  distrusted  themselves  or  the  others  who 
bowed  down  in  transport  and  did  reverence  to  him,  as  he 
appeared  to  them  on  high. 

We  see  at  once  how  much  there  is  to  commend  this  nar- 
rative to  our  acceptance.  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  im- 
mediately after  the  Master's  death,  if  not  as  soon  as  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  the  disciples  fled  in  haste  from  the  hostile 
orthodoxy  of  Jerusalem  to  their  own  native  land.^  It  was 
only  here  that  they  took  breath  and  came  to  themselves  again. 
It  was  here  where  they  had  gone  in  and  out  with  him  unceas- 
ingly, where  every  footpath  and  ever}-  hill-top,  the  fertile 
shores  of  the  lake  and  the  desolate  wilderness,  were  alike 
enriched  with  treasured  reminiscences  of  his  wondrous  and 
impressive  preaching,  of  his  private  instruction  never  more  to 
be  forgotten,  and  his  confidential  intercourse  with  his  chosen 
ones  ;  it  was  here  where  the  fair  days  gone  by,  and  the  noble 
yet  winning  personality  which  shone  through  all  their  memo- 
ries, rose  up  so  vividly  before  their  minds ;  it  was  here  that 
they  felt  the  conviction  gi*adually,  not  suddenly,  sink  dee|) 
into  their  souls  that  it  was  impossible  he  had  deceived  him- 
self and  them,  impossible  that  God  had  suffered  him  to  fail. 
Had  he  not  himself  foreseen   the   end   before  it  came,  yet 

1  Sec  pp  419,  420 ;  and  Matthew  xzvi.  32,  zxWiL  7  (Mark  xir.  28,  xvi  7> 
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without  lostng  either  faith  or  hope?  And  at  the  thought 
their  faith  and  hope  revived.  Perhaps  if  we  had  been  told 
that  they  saw  him  on  the  Sunday  morning  after  his  death, 
for  instance,  we  might  feel  that  the  time  was  too  short  to 
allow  all  these  influences  to  have  their  full  eft'ect.  But  this 
is  not  what  we  are  told.  The  very  fact  tliat  it  was  in  Galilee 
they  saw  him  is  itself  a  proof  that  ample  time  intervened  to 
admit  of  the  power  of  recollection  bringing  them  completely 
under  the  Master's  influence  again.  The  uniform  tradition  as 
to  the  third  d*ay  refers  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  the  realms 
of  death  for  heaven,  not  to  that  of  his  appearance  to  his 
friends.  It  is  perhaps  an  inference  from  Scripture,  and  per- 
haps grew  out  of  an  expression  used  by  Jesus  himself,  but  in 
either  case  it  is  probably  due  to  the  misunderstanding  of  a 
proverbial  expression.^ 

For  the  rest,  it  is  hardly  necessary,  after  all  that  we  have 
said,  to  point  out  that  when  once  the  faith  of  the  disciples  was 
restored,  it  must  necessarily  take  the  form  of  the  belief  in  the 
Master's  resurrection  or  glorified  existence ;  and  that  it  is, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  exceedingly  comprehensible  that  some 
of  them  in  a  state  of  transi^ort  should  have  seen  him.  That 
some  of  them  were  in  doubt  and  were  onl}'  subsequent!}'  swept 
down  the  stream  of  general  conviction  appears  to  us  a  genuine 
historical  trait,  and  it  never  quite  disappears  from  the  later 
stories.*  Finally,  we  may  obsei-ve  that  the  provisional  as- 
sumption of  Jesus  into  heaven,  where  he  would  at  once  re- 
ceive from  God  the  office  of  Messiah  in  anticipation  of  his 
return  to  eaith,  was  needed  to  satisfy  the  demand  of  the  dis- 
ciples for  their  Master's  complete  restoration  from  the  shame 
of  his  death  upon  the  cross.* 

Their  joyful  certainty  that  Jesus  was  now  exalted  to  his 
kingl}'  rank  found  utterance  in  the  words  which  they  put 
into  his  mouth;  first  the  declaration,  "To  me  is  given  all 
power  in  heaven  and  upon  earth ; "  then  the  command,  "  Go 
forth  to  make  all  i)eoples  m}-  disciples,  baptizing  them  into 
the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ; "  and  finall}'  the  promise,  "  Lo !  I  am  with  you  in  your 
labor,  day  by  day,  till  I  return  to  crown  30U."  A  later  tradi- 
tion, preserved  in  the  spurious  conclusion  of  Mark,*  repre- 
sents Jesus  as  appearing  to  the  disciples,  when  assembled  in 
a  certain  chamber,  and  uttering  these  three  sayings  in  the 

1  See  pp.  276,  128;  Hosea  vi.  2;  Matthew  xii.  40,  et  stq. 
s  Mark  xvi.  11   18,  14;  Luke  xxiv.  11,  37,  41;  John  xx.  27. 
•  Act!  il.  36.  «  Mark  xvi.  9-90 
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following  form :  **  Go  out  into  all  the  world  to  preach  tfat 
Gospel  to  every  creatare.  And  whoever  believes  and  is  bap- 
tized [that  is  to  sa}',  openly  avows  his  faith]  shall  be  saved, 
bat  whoever  believes  not  shall  be  condemned,  at  the  Messi- 
anic jadgment.  And  miraculous  powers  shall  always  wait  on 
faith,  such  as  the  power  to  cast  out  devils  in  my  name ;  to 
speak  in  fresh  tongues;  to  take  serpents  in  the  hand;  to 
drink  poison  without  being  hurt;  to  laj'  hands  on  the  sick 
and  heal  them."  The  primitive  symbolical  significance  of 
this  promise  still  shines  through  the  words ;  ^  but 'here  they 
are  taken  literally,  after  the  manner  of  the  Apoci^-phal 
Gospels.* 

The  command  about  baptism  has  gained  such  importance 
as  to  justify  a  moment's  delay  to  consider  it.  That  Jesus 
never  directly  enjoined  the  Twelve  to  call  the  heathen  to  a 
share  in  the  privileges  of  the  Golden  Age  is  above  all  doubt ;  • 
and  this  saying  must  therefore  be  of  comparatively  late  ori- 
gin, dating  from  a  period  at  which  the  mission  to  the  heathen 
was  not  onl}-  full}'  recognized,  but  even  declared  to  have  origi- 
nated with  the  Twelve.  A  moment's  reflection  makes  it 
obvious  that  Jesus  himself  instituted  no  such  ceremony  as 
baptism  to  incorporate  converted  Jews  and  heathen  into  a 
community  of  future  members  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  if 
further  evidence  be  wanted  it  is  supplied  by  Paul.*  On  the 
other  hand,  the  rise  of  such  a  practice  in  the  community, 
perhaps  at  a  very  early  period,  is  perfectly  natural ;  and  so, 
too,  the  much  later  custom  of  baptizing  the  infant  children 
of  Christians,  though  not  even  remotely  contemplated  in  the 
injunction  we  are  now  considering,  is  easy  to  understand,  and 
enlists  our  perfect  S3'mpath3'.  Baptism  into  the  name  of  God 
the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Hoi}'  Spirit, 
means  baptism  into  the  confession  of  or  faith  in  these  three, 
and  is  a  short  epitome  of  Christian  doctrine  of  which  Jesus 
certainly  never  dreamed ;  na}',  it  is  obvious  from  all  accounts 
that,  even  in  the  apostolic  age,  it  was  as  yet  quite  unknown ;  • 
and  the  still  later  age  which  drew  up  the  wonls  by  no  means 
intended  them  as  a  baptismal  formula,  but  rather  as  a  state- 
ment of  the  conditions  of  admission  into  the  community.  In 
making  the  utterance  of  these  words,  instead  of  the  imposi- 

1  See  Lake  x.  19. 

s  Acta  T.  16,  viii.  7,  xvi.  18,  ii.  4,  x.  46,  xix.  6,  xxviii.  6,  & 
•  See  pp.  293,  294;  Galatians  iL  7-9;  Acts  x.,  xi. 
4  1  ConnthiuiB  i.  17. 

«  Acts  ii.  38,  viii.  16,  z.  48,  xix.  6;  Romans  vi.  8;  1  Corinthiana  I.  U,  U; 
Galatians  iii.  27. 
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tibu  of  these  conditions,  the  first  act  of  admission  into  the 
communit}'  of  Christ,  the  Church  has  confounded  words  with 
things.  In  a  word,  the  phenomenon  we  are  now  considering 
is  compounded  of  a  remarkable  pci*version  of  a  Biblical  phrase 
and  an  expression  of  the  religious  sense  of  Christendom, 
wh;3h  is  equall}'  simple  and  deserving  of  respect. 

In  general  we  ma)'  be  pretty  sure  that  the  oldest  tradition, 
whether  preserved  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians  or  in 
Matthew,  knew  nothing  of  an}*  words  pronounced  by  tlie 
risen  Christ  when  he  appeared.  All  tliese  belong  to  the 
later  transformations  of  the  story,  and  form  but  one  of  many 
deviations  and  accretions.  In  fact,  the  original  story  is 
gradually  disguised  past  all  recognition.  The  appearances 
of  Jesus  are .  transferred  to  Jerusalem,  obviousl}'  with  the 
view  of  making  the  scene  of  the  Messiah's  defeat  that  of  his 
restoration  and  triumph  also  ;  they  are  placed  upon  the  third 
day,  as  taking  place  while  Jesus  passed  on  high  from  the 
shadoW'land;  they  are  robbed  of  their  true  character  and 
become  more  and  more  material,  after  the  general  manner  of 
legends.  A  variety  of  si^ecial  occasions,  circumstances,  and 
sayings  were  from  time  to  time  added,  unconsciously  or  by 
design,  till  the  whole  was  expanded  into  a  second  life  upon 
earth  of  several  weeks'  duration.  Setting  the  two  or  three 
divergent  accounts  side  by  side  as  we  go  along,  let  us  listen 
to  the  story ! 

The  compulsory  rest  of  the  Sabbath  was  over.  Before  the 
Saturday  night  was  gone  (or  early  on  Sunday  morning)  the 
two  Marys  (with  or  without  Salome,  or  Salome  and  Johanna 
and  others)  went  through  one  of  the  city  gates  to  visit  the 
tomb,  to  sit  once  more^  in  mournful  contemplation  by  the 
cave  in  which  so  much  that  was  dear  to  them  la}'  buried,  or 
to  bear  the  corpse  from  its  resting  place  and  embalm  it  with 
spices  and  balsam  that  they  had  bought  as  soon  as  ever  the 
Sabbath  closed  (or  had  provided  just  before  it  began) .  If 
they  cherished  such  a  purpose  as  this  they  remembered  anx- 
iousl}'  upon  the  way  that  the}'  had  no  one  with  them  who 
could  roll  away  the  heavy  stone  that  stood  at  the  entrance 
of  the  cave.  But  their  anxiety  was  groundless ;  for  when 
they  looked  they  found  that  the  stone  was  moved  away 
already.  Then  they  went  in,  and  there  to  the  right  they  saw 
a  young  man  sitting  in  a  long  white  robe  (or  two  men  in 
shining  garments)  who  said  to  them,  in  their  bewilderment 
1  See  p.  46A. 
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and  terror,  <  Be  not  afraid !  You  seek  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
who  was  (crucified.  He  is  not  here  I  He  has  risen !  Come 
and  see  the  place  where  they  laid  him !  Now  make  all  speed 
and  go  to  his  disciples,  and  above  all  to  Peter,  and  tell  them 
that  he  will  go  before  30U  to  Galilee,  where  you  will  see  him, 
as  he  told  you."  In  one  of  the  accounts  the  words  are 
expanded  thus :  "  Wh}'  look  for  the  living  among  the  dead? 
Remember  how,  when  he  was  still  in  Galilee,  he  told  you 
that  the  Son  of  Man  must  be  given  up  into  the  power  of  the 
heathen  and  be  crucified,  and  must  nse  again  on  tlie  third 
day."  Then,  it  is  added,  they  remembered  the  words  that 
he  had  spoken.  Here  Galilee,  as  the  appointed  place  of 
meeting,  has  dropped  out. 

With  their  feet  winged  with  terror,  but  also  with  great  joy, 
they  hurried  from  the  cave  to  take  the  news  to  the  disciples 
(or  according  to  another  account  the}'  were  too  much  over- 
come to  say  a  word  to  any  one  ;  or  according  to  a  third,  they 
told  it  all  to  the  Apostles  and  the  other  disciples  who  only 
thought  it  an  idle  tale) .  And  Peter  ran  to  the  sepulchre, 
and,  stooping  down,  saw  the  shrouding  clothes  lying  there, 
and  went  home  full  of  amazement. 

It  is  quite  superfluous  to  analyze  this  story,  the  improb- 
abilities of  which  we  can  see  growing  as  it  were  before  our 
very  eyes.  Compare,  for  instance,  the  simple  visit  to  the 
tomb  recorded  b}'  Matthew,  with  the  impossible  embalming 
of  a  mutilated  corpse  six-and- thirty  hours  after  death,  sug- 
gested by  Mark  and  Luke.^  Only  a  single  word  about  the 
empty  grave.  This  trait  undoubtedly  belongs  to  the  later 
tradition.  But  it  has  been  asked :  When  the  Apostles  had 
seen  Christ,  would  the}-  not  go  to  Jerusalem  to  make  sure 
whether  the  Master  had  really  left  his  grave  ?  Not  at  all. 
It  would  never  occur  to  them.  The  appearance  of  Christ 
would  itself  fill  them  with  a  joyful  certainty.  And  such  an 
examination  of  the  sepulchre  would  be  revolting  to  all  the 
feelings  of  the  age,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fact  that  the  bod,v 
would  no  longer  be  capable  of  recognition.  And  above  all 
their  belief  in  the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  like  tlie  belief  of 
Paul  subsequentlj',  stood  in  no  immediate  connection  with 
the  condition  of  his  mortal  body.  So  too  when  Herod  feared 
that  John  had  risen  again,  he  never  dreamed  of  ordering  a 
search  to  ascertain  whether  the  head  and  body  of  his  victim 
were  still  lying  where  they  had  been  buried.  The  l^end  of 
the  empty  grave  rose  up  cither  to  confute  those  who  denie<1 
I  See  p.  459. 
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uie  resarreotion  of  Jesos  by  a  palpable  proof,*  or  else  under 
the  influence  of  the  section  of  Jewish-Christians  who  thought 
that  at  the  resurrection  the  bodies  in  the  graves  would  come 
to  life  again ;  *  in  either  case  it  is  one  of  the  indications  of 
the  increasingly  material  conception  gradually  formed  of  the 
resurrection. 

It  was  subsequently  said  that  the  two  Marjs,  as  they  hasir 
ened  from  the  grave  to  bear  the  angels*  message  to  the  dis- 
ciples, met  Jesus,  who  greeted  them,  and  when  they  fell 
down  and  embraced  his  feet  said  to  them,  *^Be  not  afraid; 
go  and  tell  it  to  my  brothers  [the  Apostles] ,  that  they  may 
go  to  Galilee.  There  they  will  see  me ! "  This  story  evi- 
dently forms  a  transition.  The  real  revelation  upon  which 
the  stress  is  laid  still  takes  place  in  Galilee ;  but  here,  for 
the  first  time,  a  preliminary  revelation  is  vouchsafed  in  Jeru- 
salem, and  that  apparently  between  the  resurrection  and  the 
ascension.  Such,  at  any  rate,  is  the  intention  of  the  follow- 
ing story,  of  still  later  origin  and  of  very  obvious  purport : 

The  disciples  were  together,  speaking  of  their  faith  and 
doubt,  their  hope  and  fear,  when  suddenly  Jesus  himself 
stood  among  them,  with  a  greeting  of  peace  upon  his  lips. 
They  were  in  ten-or  and  alarm,  thinking  they  saw  a  ghost ; 
but  he  said,  '*  Why  are  you  dismayed,  and  why  are  you  in 
doubt?  Look  at  my  hands  and  feet,  for  it  is  I  myself. 
Touch  me  and  see ;  for  a  spirit  has  no  flesh  and  bones,  as 
you  can  see  I  have."  And  now  the}-  could  not  believe  it  for 
joy,  and  were  still  lost  in  wonder ;  but  he  said,  "  Have  you 
nothing  to  eat  here?"  upon  which  they  gave  him  some 
broiled  fish  and  a  piece  of  honejxomb,  which  he  ate  before 
their  eyes. 

Then  he  said :  "So  now  all  that  I  told  you  before  we  were 
parted  has  come  to  pass ;  namely,  that  every  thing  written 
concerning  me  in  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  and  the  Psalms 
must  be  fulfilled."  Then  he  made  them  understand  the  true 
meaning  of  the  Scripture,  and  said  :  "  Thus  it  is  written  that 
the  Christ  must  suffer  and  rise  from  the  dead  on  the  third 
day ;  and  that,  in  the  proclamation  of  his  exaltation  and  re- 
turn, repentance  and  the  forgiveness  of  sins  must  be  preached 
to  all  peoples,  beginning  with  Jerusalem.  And  this  preach- 
ing is  your  task.  And  behold  I  make  the  gift  which  my 
Father  promised  come  down  ui)on  you  I  Do  you  then  remain 
In  the  city  till  you  are  girt  with  power  from  above." 

1  See  op.  479,  480. 

S  See  Matthew  xxii.  28,  xxvii.  52,  64 ;  John  v.  28,  29. 
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Then  he  led  them  out  to  the  road  to  Bethany.  There  he 
raised  his  hands  and  blessed  them ;  and,  as  he  blessed  them, 
he  passed  away  and  was  taken  up  into  heaven.  Then  they 
bowed  down  to  earth,  and  returned  to  Jerusalem  filled  with 
joy  that  he  was  glorified ;  and  there  the}'  remained  contina- 
ally  in  the  temple,  praising  and  blessing  Grod. 

The  meaning  of  tiiis  story  may  be  gatibered  from  the  dosing 
scene.  It  represents  Jesus  as  appearing  to  his  Mends  when 
passing  from  the  shadow-land  to  the  abode  of  God.  We  must 
therefore  place  it  on  the  third  day,  —  the  Sunday,  —  and  prob- 
ably in  the  morning,  not  long  after  the  resurrection  ;  for  the 
inteiTiew  itself,  including  the  explanation  of  the  Scripture, 
would  occupy  some  hours,  and  it  must  have  been  over  before 
evening,  since  the  Evangelist  can  hardlj*  intend  to  represent 
the  Master  as  leading  out  his  disciples,  and  himself  going  up 
on  high,  in  the  darkness  of  the  night.  We  make  this  remark 
because,  when  we  read  the  last  chapter  of  Luke  straight 
through,  the  insertion  of  the  story  of  the  travellers  to  Emmaus 
makes  it  appear  as  if  all  these  events  took  place  in  the  depth 
of  night.  In  other  respects  the  second  part  of  our  stor}*  is 
not  without  value ;  but  the  introduction,  with  its  wounds  in 
the  hands  and  feet,  its  fiesh  and  bone,  its  fish  and  honeycomb, 
is  an  attempt  to  give  a  palpable  and  grossly  material  proof 
of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus.  Thus  the  original  conception 
is  obliterated,  every  thing  that  could  remind  us  of  a  vision 
has  disappeared,  and  there  is  not  a  trace  of  the  supersensual 
character  which  would  naturally  have  marked  all  intercourse 
with  a  glorified  one. 

Presently  the  round  number  of  fortj^  days  was  fixed  upon 
as  the  period  during  which  the  risen  Master  remained  on 
earth,  so  as  to  allow  for  all  the  appearances  mentioned  by 
tradition  taking  place  before  the  ascension.  During  this 
period  it  is  expressly  said  that  he  ate  and  drank  with  his 
friends !  We  are  further  told  in  the  Acts  that  during  these 
days  he  gave  his  disciples  absolute  proof  of  his  continued  ex- 
istence, and  spoke  to  them  about  the  kingdom  of  God.  He 
told  them  not  to  leave  Jerusalem,  but  to  wait  there  for  what 
God  had  promised  them  by  his  mouth ;  for,  in  contrast  with 
John's  baptism  of  water,  they  should  soon  receive  the  baptism 
of  the  spitit.  The  disciples  asked,  ^^ Master!  has  the  time 
now  come  for  you  to  restore  to  Israel  its  independence,  power, 
and  glory,  such  as  it  had  in  the  age  of  David  and  Solomon?" 
*'  It  is  not  given  you  to  know  the  time  and  opportunity  which 
the  Father  has  reserved  to  himself,"  was  the  reply  ;  *'  but  you 
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shall  be  strengthened  when  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  upon  you, 
and  shall  be  my  witnesses  in  Jerusalem  and  all  Judaea  and 
Samaria,  even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth."  While  he  thus 
spoke  he  was  taken  up  on  high  before  their  eyes,  and  a  cloud 
enveloped  him  and  carried  him  away  out  of  their  sight.  As 
they  were  still  gazing  into  heaven  where  he  disappeared,  two 
figures  robed  in  white  stood  by  them  and  said :  '^  Ye  men  of 
Galilee,  wh}'  stand  and  gaze  into  the  heavens  ?  This  Jesus, 
who  has  been  taken  up  from  you  on  high,  shall  come  back  in 
the  same  manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go."  Then  the  Eleven 
went  back  from  the  Mount  of  Olives  to  Jerusalem,  and  re- 
mained in  their  upper  chamber,  of  one  mind  with  each  other, 
persevering  in  prayer,  together  with  certain  women  and  the 
mother  and  brothers  of  Jesus. 

This  isolated  and  very  late  tradition  is  out  of  harmony  with 
all  the  earliest  accounts,  which  have  nothing  to  tell  us  of  a 
separate  ascension ;  nor  does  it  agiee  with  the  narrative  in 
Luke,  the  onl}'  other  passage  in  which  the  ascension  is  spoken 
of.  It  is  on  the  strength  of  this  tradition  that  the  Church 
observes  the  Thursday',  forty  (thirty-nine)  days  after  Easter 
Sunday,  as  Ascension  Day ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  this 
tradition  was  commonly  accepted  in  the  second  century,  for 
in  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas^  we  read:  "We  [Christians] 
celebrate  [not  the  seventh  day  as  the  Jews  do  but]  the  eighth 
[that  is  the  first]  day  with  thankful  jo}-,  as  the  day  on  which 
Jesus  rose  from  the  regions  of  the  dead,  revealed  himself  to 
his  friends,  and  ascended  to  heaven.*' 

The  impoi-tance  of  the  subject  has  induced  us  to  go  in  some 
detail  into  all  these  later  and  utterly  unhistoricai  elaborations 
and  perversions  of  the  apostolic  faith  in  the  resurrection  ;  and 
we  have  therefore  fallen  into  some  danger  of  losing  sight  of 
the  real  religious  meaning  and  the  original  significance  of  that 
faith  itself.  We  must  therefore  once  more  call  to  mind  that, 
under  the  conceptions  of  the  universe  and  the  religious  doc 
trines  current  at  the  time,  this  idea  of  Jesus  rising  out  of  the 
realm  of  shades  was  the  necessary  form,  and  nothing  but  the 
form,  under  which  the  Apostles  expressed  their  moral  certainty 
that  their  Master  lived  and  had  been  exalted.  It  was  this 
certainty  itself,  — which  is  ours  as  much  as  it  was  theirs,  — 
that  forms  the  essence  and  the  glory  of  their  faith.  Above 
all,  we  must  never  forget  what  a  triumph  won  by  Jesus  over 
the  prejudices  of  his  disciples'  hearts  this  belief  represented 
1  Seep.  93. 
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It  shows  that  he  had  so  impressed  them  with  his  unequalled 
moral  greatness  and  glory  as  to  make  them  say :  ^^  Though 
dead,  he  cannot  be  a  lifeless  shade ;  he  must  still  live,  although 
alone  of  all  that  ever  died.  The  realm  of  shades  cannot  retain 
him  captive  ;  and  until  the  time  shall  come  for  him  to  mount 
his  throne  on  earth,  he  must  abide  in  heaven."  Naj^,  think ! 
He  died  as  a  malefactor,  as  a  disgrace  to  humanity,  renounced 
by  God  and  man.  His  disciples*  fairest  hopes  were  anni« 
hilated,  and  they  must  throw  away  their  faith  in  him.  .  .  . 
And  3'et  they  coidd  not !  Hai-dlj'  had  the}'  recovered  from  the 
first  bewilderment  of  that  crushing  blow  when  they  felt  and 
knew  that  they  could  not  have  been  deceived  in  him ;  that  he 
must  be  the  Loi*d  of  the  Messianic  kingdom,  the  hope  of  all 
the  faithful,  the  blessed  dispenser  of  God's  most  glorious 
gifts,  —  for  he  could  be  no  less !  For  the  shame  of  the  cross 
God  had  amply  compensated  him  with  the  glorj'  of  heaven ; 
and  what  the  unbelief  of  his  nation  had  hitherto  prevented 
him  from  doing  and  being,  he  would  ei*e  long  accomplish  and 
make  plain.  For  by  him  and  by  no  other  must  the  Golden 
Age  most  surely  come.  Nay,  so  mighty  was  his  infiuence, 
even  after  his  death,  that  in  moments  of  holy  transport  his 
disciples  even  saw  him.  Truly,  if  we  may  argue  from  the 
effect  to  the  cause,  from  the  impression  Jesus  made  to  his  own 
personality,  we  are  filled  with  wondering  reverence  and  admi- 
ration to  think  what  he  must  have  been !  How  much  higher 
the  tribute  we  pay  to  Jesus  by  thus  explaining  the  belief 
in  his  resurrection,  than  by  wasting  our  strength  in  the 
hopeless  effoi-t  to  prop  up  the  belief  that  his  bodj'  came  back 
to  life  and  left  its  grave  on  the  third  day !  Were  it  onlj'  at 
the  price  of  such  a  miracle  that  his  disciples  could  regain 
their  faith,  our  loft}'  estimate  of  his  power  over  them,  of  his 
moral  infiuence  and  his  moral  force,  of  the  personality  from 
which  they  issued,  would  lose  one  of  its  grieat  supports. 

Here  then  at  the  close  we  ma}'  speak,  as  we  could  not 
speak  at  first,  of  the  "resurrection"  of  Jesus,  —  using  the 
word  as  he  himself  employed  it,  to  signify  his  triumph. 
There  is  still  one  story  of  the  resurrection  which  we  have  not 
given,  and  which  stands  in  no  connection  with  the  rest.  In 
its  present  form  it  is  a  very  late  tradition,  yet  it  strikes  us  as 
setting  forth  in  emblematic  guise  the  triumph  of  Jesus  over 
the  very  powers  which  had  trampled  him  in  the  dust.  Let  ua 
listen  to  it :  — 

Hardly  had  the  Saturday  morning  broken  when  a  numerous 
deputation  of  high  priests  and  Pharisees  again  be^ed  audience 
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of  the  procurator.  What  makes  them  so  restlessly  uneasy? 
Have  they  not  just  averted  the  dangers  which  were  threaten- 
ing their  religion  and  their  people  ?  Have  they  not  established 
their  own  influence  and  authority  more  firmly  than  ever?  Is 
not  their  enem}-  crushed  for  ever?  The  evening  before,  their 
hearts  were  light  and  they  held  their  least  in  joyful  triumph. 
But  dread  forebodings  rose  once  more  at  night,  and  banished 
sleep,  —  forebodings  that  some  way,  they  knew  not  how,  the 
Nazarene  would  hold  his  own  against  them  yet.  But  counsel 
comes  bj-  night,  and  they  soon  decided  what  to  do.  And  this 
was  why  the  early  morning  found  them  at  the  palace  of  the 
Roman.  They  were  at  once  admitted,  and  explained  their 
fear  and  their  request  as  follows:  ''Will  it  please  you,  we 
have  remembered  that  this  deceiver,  when  he  was  alive,  said, 
'  After  three  days  I  shall  rise  again.'  Give  orders  then  that 
the  grave  be  guarded  for  three  da}  s,  or  may  be  his  disciples 
will  come  and  steal  him  away  and  then  8Siy  to  the  people, 
'  He  is  risen  from  the  dead.'  And  then  the  last  deceit  would 
be  worse  than  the  first." 

With  unhesitating  alacrity  Pilate  granted  the  request.  "  A 
sufiScient  watch  is  at  your  service.  Guard  the  grave  as  se- 
curely as  you  may."  They  thanked  him  and  retired.  Then 
they  hastened  to  their  work.  They  placed  a  strip  of  linen 
across  the  stone  at  the  entrance  of  the  tomb,  and  secured  it 
at  both  ends  with  claj'  bearing  the  impress  of  their  seal. 
Surely  no  one  would  dare  to  break  it !  Then  they  left  the 
watch  with  strict  injunctions  to  vigilance,  —  injunctions  which 
relieved  their  own  minds,  though  the  admirable  discipline  of 
the  Roman  system  rendered  them  quite  superfluous.  Surely 
they  might  now  be  perfectly  at  rest ! 

The  first  pale  gleam  of  the  third  morning  was  breaking 
from  the  east ;  the  guards  were  standing  at  the  entrance  of 
the  cave,  —  when  suddeuh'  the  earth  began  to  rock  and  trem- 
ble !  Is  that  a  flash  of  lightning  shooting  down  from  heaven  ? 
Ah,  no !  It  is  an  angel  of  the  Lord,  whose  appearance  shines 
like  the  fire  of  heaven,  and  whose  garments  glitter  like  snow. 
With  a  touch  of  his  finger  he  rolls  back  the  stone  from  the 
month  of  the  tomb  and  seats  himself  upon  it  as  his  throne. 
There  is  the  seal  all  broken  !  There  are  the  sentries,  motion- 
less and  powerless  in  their  ten-or,  paralyzed  with  apprehen- 
sion, without  power  of  speech  or  thought,  gazing  with  ashj' 
faces  on  the  apparition !  No  sooner  had  the}'  recovered  the 
tisc  of  their  limbs  than  they  fled  for  their  very  lives  to  Jeru- 
salem to  those  wbo  had  given  them  their  charge.     The  San- 
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hedrim  assembled  in  utter  consternation.  The  case  seemed 
hopeless ;  but  these  high  priests  and  elders  were  never  at  a 
loss.  They  gave  the  soldiers  a  great  sum  of  money  and  said, 
^^  Spread  it  about  that  his  disciples  came  and  stole  him  away 
while  you  were  asleep.  Should  the  procurator  hear  about  it, 
we  will  find  means  of  appeasing  him,  and  you  have  no  need 
to  fear."  The  soldiers  took  the  money  and  repeated  their 
lesson  to  every  one  they  could  get  hold  of.  And  that  is  the 
origin  of  the  lying  story  of  the  theft. 

Was  such  a  foolish  report  really  circulated  among  the  Jews? 
In  any  case  this  story,  which  is  worked  out  elaborately  in  the 
"  Gospel  of  Nicodemus,"  is  quite  absurd.  Is  it  likely  that 
the  enemies  of  Jesus  would  have  heard  a  prophecy  of  his 
rising  again  when  his  very  friends  never  dreamed  of  it  for  a 
moment,  and  when  he  had  never  once  spoken  of  his  '*  resur- 
rection "  in  public  ?  Is  not  the  conduct  here  ascribed  to  the 
councillors  and  the  soldiers  —  the  latter  of  whom  would  have 
needlessly  exposed  themselves  to  the  heaviest  punishment  — 
so  clumsy  and  childish  as  to  be  impossible?  But  once  set 
aside  these  difficulties  and  accept  the  picture  as  emblematic, 
and  how  fine  and  true  its  strokes  appear!  The  powers  of 
Church  and  State  have  combined  against  the  Nazarene  and 
brought  him  to  his  fall.  On  the  one  side  the  high  priests  and 
Pharisees  defending  the  Law,  the  temple,  and  last,  not  least, 
their  own  authority  and  influence,  against  the  sacrilegious 
blows  of  this  seducer  of  the  people ;  on  the  other  side,  the 
procurator,  who  cherishes  no  pei-sonal  hostilitj-  to  him,  but 
overcomes  his  own  indifferent  toleration,  and  sacrifices  the 
Nazarene  in  the  interests  of  order.  The  new  religious  move- 
ment is  crushed  for  ever  bj-  this  combination.  Both  Church 
and  State  combine  to  keep  it  down.  They  take  measures 
which  cannot  fail.  The  one  puts  its  seal  upon  the  stone,  the 
other  sets  its  watch  before  the  grave,  —  in  vain !  As  by  the 
finger  of  God  the  seal  is  broken  and  the  watch  is  smitten  down. 
Jesus  stands  up !  Though  hurled  to  the  ground,  he  rises 
again ;  his  momentar}*  defeat  was  but  a  step  to  his  abiding 
triumph.  The  alliance  of  ecclesiastical  and  civil  authorities 
is  powerless  against  the  truth,  against  the  kingdom  of  God, 
against  the  Christ.     The  triumph  is  his ! 

In  the  following  pages  we  shall  trace  the  history  of  this 
triumph  in  the  establishment  of  the  apostolic  community  and 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  the  heathen.  This  triumph 
has  its  witnesses  in  every  age,  in  our  age,  in  our  hearts, 
whenever  the  principles  of  Jesus  vanquish  the  obstinate  re- 
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siaUnce  of  routine  and  prejudice,  of  impurity  and  selfishnestt ; 
whenever  his  ideal  conquers  the  commonplace  reality.     Of 
this  triumph  every  Easter  that  Christians  observe  is  the  grate- 
All  record  and  the  joyful  promise. 
In  this,  the  truest  sense,  ^^  Christ  is  arisen  "  indeed  I 


Chapteb  n. 

THE  COMMUNITY  AT  JERUSALEM. 

AcTB  I.  15- v.,  XII.  1-28.1 

A  VEIL  of  obscurity  hangs  over  the  short  period  which 
separates  the  death  of  Jesus  from  the  work  of  Paul. 
Only  two  facts  shine  through  it.  Of  the  first  we  have  al- 
ready spoken,  and  its  significance  will  become  still  clearer 
presently.  It  is  that  the  followers  of  Jesus  regained  their 
faith  in  his  Messianic  dignit}*,  —  which  faith  took  the  form  of  a 
belief  that  he  had  risen  from  the  regions  of  the  dead,  and  had 
been  exalted  to  heaven,  whence  he  would  soon  return.  The 
second  fact  which  now  demands  our  attention  is  that  a  com- 
munity of  believers  was  formed  at  Jerusalem,  and  had  its 
branches  in  other  parts  of  tlie  Hoi}-  Land.  But  with  regard 
to  this  matter  our  curiosity  is  rather  excited  than  satisfied  ; 
for  the  accounts  we  possess  are  very  meagre,  and  at  the 
same  time  far  from  trustworthy ;  and  since  we  have  no  means 
of  controlling  them,  we  must  use  all  the  gi*eater  caution  in 
accepting  what  they  tell  us.  Not  only  is  the  length  of  the 
period  in  question  unknown  ;  not  only  are  we  left  completely 
in  the  dark  as  to  man}'  details,  —  but  even  the  great  facts  and 
the  general  course  of  events  are  far  from  clear.  We  are, 
therefore,  driven  to  suppositions  which  we  cannot  really 
substantiate,  and  of  which  we  must  consequently  be  very 
sparing. 

The  first  question  that  forces  itself  upon  us  is.  How  came 
the  disciples  of  Jesus  to  establish  themselves  at  Jerusalem  ? 
It  is  true  that  we  need  not  suppose  any  collective  emigration 
on  a  large  scale  to  have  taken  place ;  but  nevertheless  it  is 
true  that  at  a  certain  period,  not  long  after  the  Master's 
death,  a  certain  number  of  disciples,  whose  example  was 

1  Matthew  xxvii.  3-10 
VOL.  III.  21 
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soon  followed  by  others,  felt  it  their  duty  to  leave  their  be> 
loved  and  entrancing  countrj*,  their  nearest  relatives,  and 
their  several  callings,  and  go  and  settle  in  the  hostile  capital. 
Unquestionably  this  movement  was  made  with  a  view  to  the 
establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  God  at  the  approaching  re- 
turn of  the  Christ,  "The  City  of  the  Lord"  was  the  nat- 
ural centre  of  the  glories  of  this  futui*e  age ;  and  moreover 
Jesus  himself  had  made  it  the  scene  of  his  last  labors,  and 
of  that  sublime  effort  frustrated,  alas  !  by  the  unbelief  of  the 
people.^  But  a  step  that  required  such  courage  and  involved 
such  sacrifices^ as  the  removal  to  Jerusalem  did  would  hardly 
be  undertaken  except  on  some  definite  occasion  and  witb 
some  definite  object.  As  to  the  occasion  we  cannot  find  even 
a  hint  in  the  book  of  Acts,  which  never  lets  the  Apostles  retnrn 
to  Galilee  at  all.'  Their  object  was  probably  something  more 
than  to  wait  at  Jerusalem  in  longing  for  the  Messiah  ;  it  was 
to  prepare  for  and  if  possible  hasten  his  return  by  taking  up 
his  work,  by  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God  to  Israel  :n  a 
city  which  might  well  be  deemed  the  nation's  heart. 

We  find  the  number  of  the  disciples  given  as  about  one 
hundred  and  twent\'  souls  ;  but  this  figure  raises  our  suspicion 
by  being  just  ten  times  the  number  of  the  tribes  and  of  the 
Apostles,  and  it  is  rendered  still  more  doubtful  by  the  fact 
that  we  have  already  heard  of  five  hundred  brethren  in  the 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians.  The  statement  that  the  mother 
and  brothers  of  Jesus  were  among  the  believers  approves 
itself  more  readil}'  to  our  acceptance,  for  the  Epistle  just  re- 
ferred to  mentions  that  the  Christ  appeared  to  James,  who 
was  probably  the  head  of  the  familj-.  It  would  be  extremely 
interesting  to  know  when  and  how  their  disbelief  was  over- 
come ;  *  for  we  must  take  the  vision  not  as  the  cause  but  as 
the  result  of  James's  faith.  But  our  search  for  further  light 
on  this  point  is  fruitless. 

The  first  step  which  the  band  of  disciples  took,  before  the 
outside  world  knew  any  thing  of  its  existence,  is  said  to  have 
been  the  selection  of  an  Apostle  to  take  the  place  of  Judas. 
Of  course  the  traitor  had  lost  his  place  among  the  Twelve  for 
ever ;  but  beyond  that  we  are  told  that  the  divine  vengeance 
had  already  fallen  upon  him.  Various  traditions  were  cur- 
rent on  this  point.  In  the  first  place  we  hear  that  within 
a  few  hours  of  the  consummation  of  his  ^Time,  when  he  saw 
his  Master  condemned  to  death  by  the  Sanhedrim  and  handed 

1  See  pp.  326,  327.  s  See  pp.  345,  331,  187  ff. 

»  See  p.  476.  <  Ompare  pp.  2;J7  24L 
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ovei  to  the  Roman  goveraor,  he  came  to  himself.  He  saw 
(too  late,  alas !)  the  enormity  of  his  crime,  and  could  think 
of  nothing  but  returning  to  the  Sanhedrim  —  as  if  that  would 
avail !  —  and  giving  them  back  the  thirty  shekels,  the  price 
of  blood,  which  burned  in  his  hands.  ''  I  have  sinned,"  he 
cried,  "  in  giving  up  an  innocent  man  to  death  ! "  But  thej* 
woald  not  take  the  mone}'^  back  ;  and  answered  dryl3',  "  That 
is  your  affair,  not  ours  ! "  Then  the  wretched  man  fell  a  prey 
to  despair.  He  rushed  into  the  temple,  flung  the  coins  upon 
the  floor,  went  out  and  hanged  himself.  The  ji'gh  priests,  as 
scrupulous  as  ever,  considered  what  they  could  do  with  the 
money.  As  the  price  of  blood,  it  could  not  be  thrown  into 
the  treasur}'.'  Finally  they  determined  to  purchase  the  Pot- 
ter's Field  with  it,  and  make  it  a  burial  place  for  strangers. 
Hence  the  name  Hakeldama,  or  Mood-acre^  was  given  to  this 
field,  which  lay  south  of  Sion,  in  the  valley  of  Ilinnom.^ 

Another  legend,*  embodied  in  the  account  of  the  selection 
of  a  new  Apostle,  brings  this  same  burial  ground  into  con- 
nection with  Judas  in  an  equally  arbitrary,  though  quite  a 
diflerent  manner.  According  to  this  version  he  had  bought 
a  piece  of  land  for  the  price  of  his  treachery,  and  had  sub- 
sequently come  to  a  miserable  end  there,  though  not  hy  his 
own  hand.  He  had  fallen  down,  his  bowels  had  burst  asun- 
der, and  his  blood,  that  streamed  over  his  newly-acquired  pos- 
session, gave  it  the  name  it  subsequently  bore.  A  third 
tradition,  not  contained  in  the  Bible,  told  how  the  wretched 
man  was  tortured  by  a  fearful  dropsy ;  how  his  bod}'  swelled 
until  at  last  a  cart  could  easily  pass  through  a  space  too  nar- 
row for  him  to  go  through ;  and  how,  after  nameless  agonies, 
he  died,  stock  blind,  whether  crushed  by  a  cart,  or  a  loath- 
some victim  of  disease. 

We  feel  at  once  that  these  stories  are  without  historical 
foundation,  though,  for  the  honor  of  humanity,  we  would 
wiUingly  accept  as  true  the  account  of  Judas's  repentance. 
The  general  purport  of  the  stories  is  determined  by  the  Jew- 
ish belief  in  retribution,  while  the  details  are  furnished  by 
misapplied  passages  of  the  Old  Testament,  —  the  story  of 
Ahithophel,  who  betrayed  David;'  the  prophecies  of  the 
earliest  Zechariah^  (not  Jeremiah,  as  the  first  Evangelist 
says)  ;  *  and  above  all  the  cursing  psalms,  one  of  which 
8p^«k8  of  a  snare,  a  desei  ted  inheritance,  and  darkened 

1  See  p.  3M.  >  See  Map  IV. 

«  See  vol.  u.  p.  48.  «  See  pp.  410,  411. 

•  Matthew  xxvii.  9. 
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eyes ; '  another  of  an  early  death,  deposition  from  a  post  oi 
honor,  and  a  carse  that  penetrates  like  water  into  the  enem^^s 
bowels.*  As  a  matler  of  fact,  we  are  wholly  ignorant  as  to 
what  befell  Judas. 

Let  us  return  then  to  the  faithful  disciples  at  Jerusalem 
We  are  told  that  Peter  stood  up  one  day  among  tlie  brethren, 
who  were  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  in  number,  and  after 
showing  that  the  Scripture  foretold  the  fearful  fate  of  the 
betrayer,  and  that  another  should  take  his  place,  urged  the 
appointment  of  a  successor.  The  choice  must  fall  on  one 
who,  with  the  Twelve,  had  been  a  faithful  and  steadfast  fol- 
lower of  Jesus  from  the  baptism  of  John  to  the  ascension  of 
the  Master ;  one  who  might  join  the  elder  Apostles  in  bearing 
testimony  to  the  resurrection  of  Jesus.  Then  the  assembly 
selected  two  of  its  members  who  fully  complied  with  all  the 
conditions  laid  down,  and  whose  spirit  and  power  fitted  them 
for  so  sublime  a  task.  The^^  were  Joseph,  the  son  of  Sabbas, 
sumamed  ^^the  just,"  and  Matthias.  The  choice  between 
these  two  the}^  determined  to  leave  to  the  Omniscient,  and  so 
had  recourse  to  lots.  After  offering  a  prayer  to  God,  the 
knower  of  heai-ts,  that  he  would  show  them  whom  he  had 
chosen  to  take  the  place  of  the  castaway,  the}-  drew  a  lot  for 
each  of  the  two ;  and  the  result  was  that  Matthias  was  re- 
ceived into  the  apostolic  circle. 

The  Apostoiate  is  here  represented  as  a  definite  ofilce  of 
superintendence  conferred  on  a  certain  number  of  men,  who 
form  a  close  college,  and  are  the  only  qualified  witnesses 
to  the  resurrection  of  Jesus ;  and  this  may  well  lead  us  to 
suspect  that  the  whole  story  is  invented,'  with  the  spe- 
cific purpose  of  showing  that  there  was  no  vacancy  for  Paul 
in  the  college,  and  that  moreover  he  was  entirely  incompetent 
and  unsuited  for  the  post  of  an  Apostle,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
not  been  a  follower  of  Jesus  during  his  public  ministry.  If 
this  is  really  what  the  story  means,  then  the  writer  of  Acts 
must  have  simpl}^  accepted  the  tradition  without  understand- 
ing its  drift.  In  itself,  however,  apart  from  the  legend  of 
Judas  and  the  citation  of  texts  connected  with  it ;  apart  from 
the  whole  discourse  of  Peter,  the  fictitious  character  of  which 
is  palpable  at  the  first  glance,^  —  apart,  in  a  word,  from  all  the 
accessories,  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  number  of  twelve  was 
again  completed  by  the  choice  of  Matthias ;  and  a  certain 
amount  of  probability  is  given  to  the  supposition  by  the  fact 

1  Psalm  Ixiz.  22  (Matthew  xxvii.  6),  26  (Acts  i.  lS-20),  23. 

2  Psalm  ciz.  8,  18.  •  See  p.  180.  «  Aets  i.  18, 19. 
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uhat  the  first  Epistle  to  the  CorinthiaDs  ^  and  the  book  of  Rev- 
elation  *  both  speak  of  "  the  Twelve,"  notwithstanding  that 
Judas  had  fallen  away.  This  measure,  if  really  taken,  dis- 
plays a  scrupulous  anxiety  to  keep  in  harmony  with  the  num- 
ber of  the  tribes,  and  evinces  the  Jewish  narrowness,  which 
regarded  the  blessings  of  the  kingdom  of  God  as  reserved  ex- 
clusively for  Isi-ael ;  but  it  also  shows  a  settled  determination, 
which  earns  our  admiration  by  the  courage  and  fidelity  it  re- 
veals, of  standing  up  before  the  people  of  the  Lord,  without 
loss  of  time,  as  witnesses  to  the  Messiah,  who  was  now  ex- 
alted in  heaven  and  would  soon  return  in  his  glory. 

When  and  how  did  the  Apostles  begin  their  preachmg  of 
Jesus,  the  Messiah,  and  of  his  kingdom?  The  following 
story  is  given  us  in  answer:  — 

The  day  of  Pentecost,  the  harvest  thanksgiving  of  the  Jews, 
had  come.  The  disciples  were  together  in  their  usual  place 
of  assembly,  in  the  morning,  when  suddenly  a  sound  was 
heard  from  heaven,  as  of  a  mighty  rushing  wind,  and  all  the 
house  re-echoed,  while  at  the  same  time  the}*  saw  tongues,  as 
if  of  fire,  which  split  up  and  came  down  on  each  of  them. 
At  the  same  moment  that  which  the  wind  and  fire  did  but 
represent  as  symbols  came  itself  to  pass.  The  Holy  Spirit 
came  down  upon  them,  and  for  a  time  they  were  utterly  car- 
ried away  by  it ;  and,  as  indicated  by  those  fonns  upon  their 
heads,  began  to  speak  with  other  tongues,  according  as  the 
Spirit  gave  them  utterance. 

This  miracle  made  a  deep  impression.  Crowds  of  Jews 
were  collected  to  the  spot,  and  among  them  were  foreigners 
from  all  the  nations  upon  the  earth,  whose  zeal  had  brought 
them  away  from  their  heathen  birthplaces  to  settle  in  the 
City  of  the  Temple.  Picture  their  amazement  when  each  one 
of  them  (fifteen  nations  are  enumerated)  recognized  his  own 
native  language  in  the  rapturous  utterances  of  these  men ! 
They  asked  in  consternation,  '^  Are  not  all  the  speakers  men 
of  Galilee  ?  Then  how  comes  it  that  each  one  of  us  hears 
them  rehearse  G<xl's  mighty  deeds  in  his  own  native  lan- 
guage?" But  while  some  were  lost  in  amazement  and  ptT- 
plexity,  wondering  what  this  could  mean,  others  mocked  the 
inspiration  of  the  disciples  and  said  :  "  They  are  full  of  sweet 
wine ! " 

Did  these  reckless  taunts  reach  the  disciples  and  bring 
them  to  themselves  ?  At  any  rate  they  rose ;  and  Peter,  as 
1  1  OolintUans  zr.  6.  s  Revelation  xxi.  li. 
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their  head  and  representative,  solemnly  began  his  first  dis- 
course, amid  perfect  silence.  They  were  not  drunk,  he  ex* 
claimed,  for  who  would  drink  before  nine  o'clock,  the  hour  of 
morning  prayer?  But  this  that  they  had  seen  was  the  fhlfil- 
n.ent  of  Joel's  prophecy, *  that  before  the  coming  of  God's 
kingdom  the  Lord  would  pour  out  his  spirit  over  young  and 
old,  men  and  women,  afler  which  terrible  signs  and  wonders 
in  heaven  would  follow,  and  then  the  day  of  ju<lgment.  Then 
there  would  l>e  no  salvation  except  in  calling  on  the  name  of 
the  Messiah.  Now  this  Messiah,  whose  approach  these  signs 
had  shown  to  be  close  at  hand,  was  no  other  than  Jesus  of 
Nazareth.  He  had  been  marked  out  by  God  as  filling  this 
high  rank  b^-  the  miraculous  powers  given  him ;  and  yet  more 
by  his  resurrection,  when  Israel  under  God's  will  had  given 
him  up  to  the  heathen  to  be  crucified.  This  resurrection 
proved  him  to  be  the  great  son  of  David,'  upon  whom  his 
ancestor's  thoughts  were  reall}'  fixed  when  he  sang  of  his  de- 
liverance from  the  realms  of  the  dead  and  from  conniption.* 
And,  lastlj',  this  pouring  out  of  the  holy  gift  which  God  had 
promised  proved  beyond  contradiction  that  Jesus  was  now  the 
Messiah,  provisionally  exalted  to  God's  right  hand,  in  accord- 
ance again  with  a  prophetic  song  of  David.^ 

The  assembled  people  were  deeply  impressed  by  this  ad 
dress,  and  asked,  in  response  to  its  appeal,  what  they  were  to 
do.  Upon  which  Peter  resumed  :  "  Repent  and  be  baptized 
as  believers  in  Jesus,  the  Messiah,  for  the  remission  of  your 
sins.  Then  3'ou  will  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  For 
yours  is  the  Messianic  kingdom  with  all  its  blessings,  yours 
and  your  children's  ;  and  all  the  heathen,  who  by  God's  grace 
shall  be  taken  into  Israel,  shall  share  it  with  you."  Great 
was  Peter's  rejoicing ;  for  when  he  had  once  more  earnestly 
admonished  his  hearers  to  separate  themselves  from  their 
stifi'-necked  contemporaries,  that  they  might  not  share  their 
condemnation,  no  fewer  than  three  thousand  announced 
their  conversion,  and  were  baptized  on  that  same  da}'! 

Well-grounded  objections  may  be  ui^ed  against  the  credi- 
bilit}'  of  this  account.  The  signs  which  accompany  the  lofty 
inspiration  of  the  disciples  betray  themselves  at  once  as 
products  of  the  imagination  of  the  Christian  community. 
Conscious  of  possessing  the  Holy  Spirit,  conscious  of  owing 

I  Joel  ii.  S8-39 ;  compare  vol.  ii.  pp.  454,  4U 
*  Psalm  cxxxii.  11. 

s  Psalm  xyL  8-11 ;  compare  vol.  i.  p.  210* 
«  Pialm  cz.  1. 
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it  to  the  risen  Master,  the  community  of  Jesus  imagined  thai 
the  gift  must  have  been  imparted  at  some  definite  moment,^ 
whether  at  Pentecost,  or,  as  another  account  would  have  it, 
on  the  still  earlier  occasion  of  one  of  the  appearances  of  the 
Christ.^  Round  this  conception  the  outward  s^-mbols  of  the 
manifestation  would  readily  cluster.  Nor  is  it  strange  that 
the  first  revelation  or  working  of  the  Spirit  should  be  made 
to  consist  in  speaking  with  other  tongues ;  that  is  to  saj-,  with 
other  than  the  usual  tongues,  —  with  human  tongues  touched 
by  God,  in  a  burst  of  religious  ecstasy.  This  phenomenon, 
which  is  the  counterpart  of  the  ancient  *'  prophesying,"'  is 
known  to  us  from  Paul's  description  *  as  an  attempt  to  give 
utterance  to  religious  transport,  without  using  the  under- 
standing, in  broken  sentences,  incoherent  exclamations,  and 
inarticulate  sounds;  sometimes  it  would  take  the  form  of 
exalted  praise,  which  could  only  find  expression  in  cries  of 
J03'  and  sighs.  We  also  gather  that  the  phenomenon  ap- 
peared repeatedly  in  the  apostolic  communities,  and  that  it 
was  very  highly  esteemed.  What  more  natural  than  that 
tradition  should  make  it  the  first  sign  of  life  in  the  assembly 
of  the  faithful?  We  may  note  in  this  connection  that  the 
Book  of  Acts  mentions  the  phenomenon  on  several  other 
occasions,  and  always  to  mark  the  beginning  of  a  genuine 
and  formal  entrance  into  the  Messianic  community.^  But  in 
the  passage  we  are  now  discussing  this  '^  speaking  with 
tongues "  is  designedly  represented  as  consisting  in  the  use 
of  all  manner  of  foreign  words,  as  a  symbol  that  the  gospel 
was  destined  for  all  peoples.  This  brought  the  legend  into 
agreement  not  only  with  a  Jewish  tradition,  that  when 
the  voice  of  God  proclaimed  the  Law  from  Mount  Sinai  it 
sounded  as  if  the  words  were  uttered  in  ever3'  language  of  the 
world,  but  also  with  the  expectation  that  in  the  Messianic  age 
the  confusion  of  tongues  and  division  of  mankind  that  had 
reigned  since  the  building  of  the  tower  of  Babel  would  be 
superseded  by  the  original  unity  of  language  and  universal 
peace.  Finally,  the  closing  portions  of  the  story  seem  no 
more  historical  than  what  precedes.  Peter's  discourse,  like 
the  other  speeches  in  this  book,  is  simpl}'  invented  for  him 
by  the  author  in  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  of  the 
time  ;  •  nor  can  we  well  believe  that  his  first  discourse  resulted 
in  a  conversion  in  mass  and  the  baptism  of  three  thousand 

1  Coin|)are  pp.  118,  119.  >  John  xx.  22. 

»  Sec  vol.  i.  p.  453.  <  1  Corinthians  xii.-xiy. 

•  Acts  z.  44  ff.,  xix.  1  ff.,  vUi.  15  IE.  «  See  pp.  23,  24. 
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people  in  a  single  day.  We  shall  observe  the  same  exaggera- 
tion in  stating  numbers  upon  other  occasions,  wh.en  we  shall 
hear  of  five  thousand  and  afterwards  of  many  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  conversions.^ 

We  need  not  even  suppose  that  our  storj-  rests  upon  the 
reminiscence  of  any  one  particular  fact,  such  as  the  common 
transport  of  the  disciples  spoken  of  as  the  appearance  of  the 
Christ  to  five  hundred  brethren.*  The  birth  of  the  community 
of  Jesus  is  buried  in  obscuritj^,  and  it  may  very  well  have  taken 
place  at  Jerusalem  by  gradual  and  imperceptible  degrees. 
Afterwards,  when  the  ver}*^  natural  desire  to  ^x  some  special 
day  for  it  amse,  the  feast  of  Pentecost  presented  itself  as  the 
first  national  festival  after  the  fatal  Passover ;  and  if  that  day 
had  already-  come  to  be  regarded  as  the  commemoration  of  the 
giving  of  the  Law,  which  it  certainly  was  in  later  times,  then 
as  the  festival  of  the  old  dispensation  it  would  seem  pre- 
eminently suitable  for  the  introduction  of  the  new.  In  a 
word,  after  all  the  reservations  we  have  been  obliged  to  make, 
we  find  very  little  of  this  stor}'  left  unchallenged ;  but  we 
must  not  forget  that  this  little  is  the  kernel  of  the  whole,  — 
the  one  fact  of  inestimable  significance  that  a  community  of 
believers  did  actually  spring  up;  to  which  we  may  safely 
add  that  in  its  early  3*outh  this  community'  already  numbered 
among  its  characteristics  those  bursts  of  inspiration  known  as 
*'  speaking  with  tongues." 

But  whether  it  began  as  a  close  community  to  which  no  one 
was  admitted  without  solemn  consecration,  and  how  the  prac- 
tice of  baptism  arose,  we  cannot  tell.  Jesus  did  not  institute 
the  ceremony  in  question.  Some  have  supposed,  though  on 
insufficient  grounds,  that  it  was  first  introduced  in  the  case 
of  converted  heathen,  and  therefore  a  good  deal  later  than 
the  time  we  are  now  discussing.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
was  really  established  at  Jerusalem  at  an  earlier  period,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  Jews  who  joined  the  community  of  the 
Messiah,  then  it  was  obviously  borrowed  from  John.'  In  fact 
the  whole  work  of  the  Twelve  was  an  imitation  of  that  of  John, 
and  bears  testimony  to  the  strength  of  his  influence.  Properly 
speaking  the  Apostles  were  not  carrying  on  the  work  of  Jesus, 
but  that  of  his  predecessor,  —  not  only  inasmuch  as  they 
plunged  the  fUture  citizens  of  the  kingdom  of  God  beneath 
the  purifying  waters,  but  in  the  exclusive  prominence  they 
gave  to  the  last  judgment,  and  in  their  preaching  of  the 
speedy  and  sudden  dawn  of  the  Messianic  age. 

lActszziSO.  a  See  pp.  467,  468.  •  See  p.  lOt 
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Now  let  US  return  for  a  moment  to  Peter*s  discourse.  It  is 
given  us  as  a  specimen  of  the  primitive  apostolic  preaching, 
and  as  such  it  certainly  deserves  our  confidence.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  a  secx>nd  discourse,  put  into  the  mouth  of 
Peter,  which  we  shall  presently  hear,  and  which  resembles 
the  first  pretty  closely  in  its  general  purport  and  contents  as 
well  as  in  the  occasion  of  its  delivery  and  its  handling  of  the 
subject.^  Three  points  at  once  excite  our  ol)eervation.  This 
preaching  does  not  concern  Jesus,  the  hero  of  faith,  the  friend 
of  man,  the  noble  rescuer  of  humanity,  whose  obedience  and 
love  culminated  in  his  death  upon  the  cross.  Far  from  it ! 
It  concerns  IsraeFs  Messiah,  approved  as  the  Messiah  by  his 
resurrection,  in  spite  of  his  death  upon  the  cross  in  shame. 
On  the  strength  x>f  Psalm  ex. ,  which  Jesus  himself,  though 
with  quite  a  different  intention,  had  already  applied  to  the 
Messiah,'  he  was  declared  henceforth  to  be  sitting  ^^  on  the 
right  hand  of  God  "  in  heaven.  Not  only  was  this  the  high- 
est place  of  honor,  but  it  assured  him  the  widest  power  of 
protecting  and  blessing  his  friends  and  opposing  and  subduing 
his  enemies  during  the  initial  establishment  of  his  kingdom 
upon  earth.  Finall3%  here  and  everywhere  the  warp  and  weft 
of  the  apostolic  teaching,  which  also  forms  the  substance  of 
several  of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  consists  in  the 
belief  that  the  end  of  the  world  was  now  really  and  truly  close 
at  hand;  that  the  '^last  days"  had  already  come;  and  that 
very  soon  Jesus  would  return  from  heaven,  then  for  the  first 
time  coming  in  his  true  Messianic  character. 

To  that  consummation  the  breathless  longing  of  his  friends 
was  directed ;  in  that  expectation  they  so  toiled  for  him  that 
nothing  could  terrifj"*  or  dishearten  them.  Little  as  thej^  had 
understood  their  Master,  they  nevertheless  clung  to  him 
faithfully,  and  bore  enthusiastic  witness  to  his  exaltation. 
Amidst  all  their  mistakes  and  all  their  narrowness,  their  faith 
and  courage  do  them  immortal  honor. 

Be  the  how  and  the  when  what  they  may,  a  bod}'  of  be- 
lievers in  Jesus  of  Nazareth  as  the  Messiah  shortly  to  be 
expected  was,  as  a  fact,  established  at  Jerusalem,  where  it 
constantly  increased.  Its  members,  in  after  years  at  any 
rate,  were  known  by  the  nickname  of  "  Nazarenes,"  after 
the  birthplace  of  their  Messiah.  We  have  a  right,  derived 
not  only  from  the  subsequent  course  of  events,  but  from  the 
very  earliest  accounts,  to  call  this  body  of  believers  a  com- 

1  See  pp.  494,  495.  s  Sce  pp.  383,  384. 
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munity.  Let  us  see  what  is  told  us  of  its  internal  eonditioii 
or  oommunal  life. 

The  believers,  so  we  read,  displayed  unflagging  interest  in 
the  preaching  of  the  Apostles  and  unremitting  zeal  in  prayer 
for  the  coming  of  the  Messianic  kingdom.  So  far  from  cher- 
ishing any  thought  of  separating  themselves  from  their  people, 
tbey  went  daily  to  the  national  sanctuar}'  as  one  man ;  but 
from  the  very  first  they  were  drawn  hy  special  ties  to  one  an- 
other, were  constantly-  together,  and  faithfully  attended  the 
common  meals,  — a  custom  which  rose  spontaneous!}-  out  of 
their  brotherly  affection,  and  in  its  turn  was  admirabl}'  suited 
to  keep  it  alive.  Then  as  they  ate  together,  —  full  of  joy  to 
think  of  the  glorious  future,  but  without  intemperance  or 
excess,  —  they  commemorated  their  Master  and  his  parting 
meal.  The  praise  of  God  was  upon  their  lips,  the  favor  of 
all  the  people  was  their  lot,  and  their  numbers  grew  from  day 
to  da}'. 

But  the  strongest  proof  that  they  were  one  in  heart  and 
soul  was  the  community  of  goods  they  established.  They  had 
every  thing  in  common,  we  are  told  repeatedly,  and  no  one 
regarded  his  possessions  as  his  own.  They  sold  their  lands 
and  houses  to  divide  the  proceeds  according  to  the  necessities 
of  each,  and  consequently  none  of  them  was  ever  in  want ;  for, 
without  the  least  compulsion,  all  who  possessed  any  property 
sold  it  of  their  own  accord,  and  gave  the  whole  price  to  the 
Apostles  for  them  to  divide  as  they  thought  fit.  Special 
mention  is  made  in  this  connection  of  a  cei-tain  Joseph,  be- 
cause of  the  significance  his  person  afterwards  acquired.  He 
was  a  Levite,  a  native  of  the  island  of  Cypnis ;  and  his  re- 
markable eloquence  gained  him  the  name  from  the  apostles 
of  Barnabas, — that  is,  "son  of  exhortation,"  or  properly 
"  of  prophecy."  He  sold  a  piece  of  land  that  he  possessed, 
and  brought  the  money  to  the  Twelve  for  them  to  dispose  of 
as  they  would. 

In  contrast  with  this  noble  conduct,  we  are  told  of  the 
action  of  a  certain  man  named  Ananias,  and  his  wife  Sapphira. 
They  had  not  wholly  forsaken  the  world,  but  neither  did  they 
wish  to  seem  backward  in  the  eyes  of  the  rest  or  to  lose  their 
future  reward,*  So  they  sold  their  laud ;  but  Ananias,  with 
the  knowledge  of  nis  wife,  kept  back  a  part  of  the  money  and 
brought  the  rest  to  the  Apostles  pretending  it  was  the  whole. 
Then  Peter,  instructed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  perceiving  the 
attempted  fraud,  rebuked  Ananias  for  his  hypocrisy.     He 

1  Compare  pp.  168,  346. 
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night  have  kept  his  land.  No  one  compelled  him  to  pan 
with  it ;  and  if  he  chose  to  sell  it  he  might  have  done  what- 
evei  he  liked  with  the  proceeds.  But  this  hjpocrisy  was  from 
the  Evil  One ;  it  was  a  lie  directed  not  against  men,  but 
against  the  Holy  Spirit  that  dwelt  in  the  community  and  in 
the  Apof^tles.  Divine  retribution  was  at  hand.  Hardly  had 
Peter  em^ed  when  the  culprit  sank  at  his  feet,  a  corpse. 
Some  of  the  younger  brethren,  most  suited  by  their  age  for 
such  a  service,  laid  Ananias  on  a  bier,  carried  him  out,  and 
buried  him ;  for  in  those  days  it  was  not  usual  to  keep  a 
corpse  unburied  longer  than  was  absolutely  necessary.  But 
this  scene  did  not  close  the  appalling  drama.  About  thi*ee 
hours  afterward,  Sapphira,  not  knowing  what  had  taken  place, 
came  into  the  assembly'  of  the  people.  There  before  Peter 
lay  the  sum  of  money  brought  by  Ananias,  still  untouched. 
As  Sapphira  was  looking  round  for  her  husband,  Peter,  point- 
ing with  his  finger  to  the  coin,  demanded  sternl}':  ^^  Is  that 
the  price  for  which  you  sold  your  land?"  ''  It  is,"  she  an- 
swered unabashed.  Then  the  sombre  words  of  doom  passed 
Peter's  lips  :  "  Why  have  j'ou  conspired  together  to  test  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  detect  your  fraud  ?  I  hear  the 
i-etorning  steps  of  those  who  have  buried  your  husband,  and 
now  the  same  men  shall  caiTy  j^ou  out  also."  At  that  word, 
she  dropped  to  the  ground  and  was  no  more  ;  while  the  joung 
men  who  had  returned  from  the  burial  place,  which  was  out- 
side the  city,  entered  at  the  very  moment  and  found  the  same 
task  awaiting  them  once  more.  The  guilty  pair  were  laid  in 
the  same  tomb.  How  could  such  a  signal  judgment  fail  to 
make  the  profoundest  impression  upon  the  communitj'  and 
upon  all  the  Jews  that  heard  of  it ! 

This  legend  is  told  to  the  glory  of  the  youthful  commu- 
nity whose  wrongs  were  so  terribly  avenged,  and  still  more 
to  the  honor  of  its  leader,  the  Apostle,  who  was  endowed 
with  such  dread  powers  from  on  high.  But  the  fact  is  that, 
to  say  nothing  of  its  impossibility,  it  ascribes  distinctly 
immoral  conduct  to  Peter,  both  in  making  him  tempt  Sap- 
phira to  the  lie  instead  of  preventing  her  from  telling  it,  and 
in  making  him  twice  exhibit  a  spirit  of  dire  vengeance.  Even 
the  previous  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  community,  though  not 
an  invention,  by  no  means  deserves  our  implicit  confidence. 
In  the  first  place,  the  author,  or  the  tradition  he  recorded, 
evidently  gives  us  an  ideal  sketch ;  and  in  itself  this  is  no 
more  than  natural,  — for  Christianity,  soon  torn  by  quarrels 
and  dissensions,  and  stained  by  worldliness  and  self-seeking, 
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fell  under  a  delusion  common  alike  to  individuals  and  aocie 
ties,^  in  looking  back  with  yearning  to  the  infancy  of  the 
faith  as  a  time  of  innocence  and  of  unqualified  purity  and 
love.  But  the  exaggeration  of  this  sketch  is  more  than  in- 
voluntary. It  is  deliberate.  Tiie  very  form  in  which  it 
is  given  bears  the  marks  of  conscious  art ;  for  the  Mfe  of  the 
community  is  sketched  twice  in  succession,  in  similar  style, 
but  with  heightened  colors  on  the  second  occasion,  and  each 
account  is  followed  by  a  miracle,  a  persecution,  and  a  tri- 
umph won  b}'  the  Apostles.*  Nor  does  the  writer  once 
trouble  himself  as  to  how  it  was  possible  for  more  than 
three  tliousand  souls  to  assemble  and  take  their  meals  to- 
gether ;  and  before  long  he  is  himself  comi)elled  to  mention 
dissensions  which  sprang  from  differences  of  birth  ^  or  faith.* 
80,  too,  in  spite  of  his  own  assertion,  that  there  was  abso- 
lute community  of  goods  among  the  believers,  and  that  in 
consequence  none  of  them  were  in  need,  we  presently  find 
him  mentioning  exceptions  to  the  rule ;  not  only  in  Ananias 
and  Sapphira,  but  in  a  certain  Mary  who  had  a  house  of  her 
own,  which  she  had  not  sold,*  to  say  nothing  of  certain 
''  poor"  widows  to  whom  a  daily  allowance  was  made,  —  not 
without  some  partiality.  • 

But  in  spite  of  all  this,  if  we  substitute  a  liberal  munifi- 
cence for  community  of  goods,  we  need  not  hesitate  to  accept 
the  main  features  of  the  picture  as  true,  and  to  indorse  the 
testimony  subsequently  borne  to  the  Christians  by  their  ene- 
mies in  a  time  of  great  persecutions :  "  Sec  how  they  love 
one  another!"  How  could  it  be  otherwise  with  the  first 
community  of  Jesus  ?  Would  not  older  and  more  recent  dis- 
ciples alike  be  drawn  toward  one  another  and  above  all 
toward  the  Apostles?  Would  not  the  feeling  that  they 
shared  a  common  life,  a  common  hope,  and  a  common  dan- 
ger urge  them  cheerfully  and  liberall}'  to  perform  the  duties 
of  brotherl}'  affection  ?  Would  not  manj'  of  them  even  sell 
some  piece  of  property  to  enable  them  to  supply  the  wants 
of  needy  brethren?  Moreover  such  acts  were  fostered  by 
the  expectation  that  the  world  was  soon  coming  to  an  end. 
Then  no  one  would  enjoy  his  earthly  possessions  more,  but 
all  these  saciifices  would  be  rewarded  at  the  Messianic  Judg- 
ment. We  may  be  sure,  however,  that  not  many  rich  or 
distinguished  men  belonged  to  the  community ;  and  the  fact 
that  a  few  years  afterwards  we  find  man}'  poor  among  the 

1  See  vol.  i.  p.  5S.  <  Acta  ii.  43  fF.,  iv.  32  ff.  >  AcU  vi.  L 

*  AcU  xL  S.  «  Acts  xii.  12.  •  AcU  vi.  L 
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believers  at  JeruBalem  need  not  in  any  way  drive  as  to  the 
supposition  that  an  attempt  had  really  been  made  to  estab- 
lish an  impossible  community  of  goods. 

There  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  belief  in  the  return  of 
Jesus  to  establish  the  kingdom  of  God  was  the  main  charac- 
teristic of  the  community  at  Jerusalem,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the 
outside  public  it  constituted  its  only  reason  for  existence  or 
principle  of  cohesion.  We  are  also  safe  in  asserting  that  the 
believers  regularly  observed  their  religious  duties  as  Jews, 
frequently  trod  the  courts  of  the  temple,  and  in  general  ful- 
filled the  precepts  of  the  Law  and  tradition.  How  could 
they  do  otherwise  in  such  an  orthodox  atmosphere?  Apart 
from  that  new  life  of  love,  with  which  the  spirit  of  Jesus 
inspired  them,  there  was  nothing  to  distinguish  them  from 
their  fellow-countrymen  and  believers,  except  that  while 
many  looked  forward  to  the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  they 
alone  held  that  that  Messiah  would  be  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 
In  all  other  respects  they  were  Jews,  both  in  the  outer  forms 
of  religion  and  in  their  ideas  and  convictions.  If  we  are  jus- 
tified in  regarding  them  as  a  separate  sect  at  all,  then  they 
^ere  certainly  a  sect  of  Jews. 

But  this  one  point  of  faith  that  distinguished  them  from 
o'ihers  involved  a  principle  the  consequences  and  bearings  of 
which  they  did  not  yet  in  the  least  degree  realize.  A  cruci- 
fied Messiah  was  a  conception  so  directly  contradictory  of 
sJ\  religious  prejudices  that  it  must  in  time  annihilate  them. 
Jesus,  though  executed  upon  Golgotha,  was  yet  the  Messiah. 
In  virtue  of  his  resurrection?  So  it  was  said.  But  as  a 
matter  of  fact  it  was  in  virtue  of  his  moral  and  religious 
greatness,  in  virtue  of  the  might  of  his  spirit,  in  virtue  of  the 
truth  he  had  revealed  and  the  love  he  had  displayed.  The 
true  grounds  of  his  Messiahship  must  have  been  more  and 
more  clearly  felt  b}'  many  of  his  disciples ;  and  when  felt 
they  could  not  fail  to  transform  or  annul  the  whole  Jewish 
scheme  of  life  and  of  the  world.  At  the  ver}*  least,  this 
belief  in  Jesus  secured  the  preservation  of  his  image  with  all 
its  beautiful  and  sacred  reminiscences,  and  of  the  words 
which  interpreted  his  principles, — those  mighty,  life-giving, 
and  renovating  principles  so  little  understood  as  yet.  And 
when  thus  preserved  and  honored,  his  image  and  his  words 
must  force  themselves  at  last  into  fiiUest  recognition. 

From  the  very  day  of  its  institution  at  Pentecost,  we  are 
told,  the  community,  and  especially  its  leaders,  enjoyed  uni« 
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versal  respect.  And  well  they  might ;  for  the  Apootles  per- 
formed a  proftision  of  signs  and  wonders.  The  following 
story  serves  as  an  illustration,  and  farther  records  the  first 
collision  with  the  priestl}-  authorities :  — 

On  a  certain  day  Peter  and  John  were  going  to  the  temple 
at  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  —  the  hour  of  evening 
prayer  and  socrifice  ;  ^  and  at  the  same  time  there  was  a  man 
of  about  middle  life  carried  to  the  same  place.  He  had  been 
a  cripple  from  his  birth,  and  was  set  down  every  da}-  close 
by  one  of  the  entrances  to  the  sanctuarj'  known  as  the  Beau- 
t^ul  Gate,  to  beg  alms  of  those  who  came  to  the  temple.  As 
the  two  Apostles  passed  him  he  asked  an  alms.  They  turned 
their  earnest  gaze  upon  him,  and  Peter  said,  ^^  Look  at  us ! " 
He  looked  fixedly,  expecting  them  to  give  him  something, 
and  Peter  continued,  "  Silver  and  gold  I  have  not,  but  what 
I  have  I  give  you :  In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Naza- 
rene  [that  is  to  say,  by  virtue  of  m}'  faith  in  him] ,  stand  up 
and  walk ! "  On  this  he  took  him  b}'  the  hand  and  raised 
him  up,  while  at  the  same  moment  his  feet  and  ankles  re- 
ceived their  strength.  He  stood  and  walked  like  other  men, 
and  went  into  the  temple  with  his  benefactors,  leaping  for 
joy  and  praising  God  !  Now  when  the  people,  who  reca,5- 
nized  him  as  the  beggar  of  the  Beautiful  Gate,  saw  him  walk- 
ing about,  they  were  lost  in  amazement ;  and  since  he  still 
6\ung  to  the  Apostles  a  great  crowd  gathered  round  them  in 
the  southern  colonnade,  known  as  Solomon's.  Peter  seized 
the  opportunity  of  addressing  the  crowd. 

It  was  not  by  their  own  power  or  goodness,  he  said,  that 
they  had  done  this  wonder.  It  was  the  G<xi  of  the  fathers 
who  had  wrought  it  to  the  glory  of  his  ser^'ant  Jesus,  the  Holy 
and  Just  One,  who  had  been  delivered  by  this  same  multitude 
to  the  Roman  governor,  and  when  he  had  determined  to  set 
him  free  had  been  denied  and  rejected,  while  a  murderer  had 
been  preferred  to  him.  But  if  they  had  slain  the  Prince  of 
life,  God  had  raised  him  up  from  the  land  of  shades.  It  was 
to  this  that  the  Apostles  bore  witness  ;  and  it  was  the  power 
of  this  faith  in  his  Messiahship  which  Jesus  had  given  them 
that  had  completely  restored  the  cripple  before  all  their  eyes. 
And  now,  since  the  people  and  their  leaders  had  alike  rejected 
Jesus  because  they  did  not  know  that  he  was  the  Messiah, 
and  since  God  had  thus  fulfilled  the  predictions  of  all  the 
prophets  that  his  Anointed  One  must  suffer,  it  remained  for 
them  to  repent  and  be  converted,  that  their  sins  might  be 
1  Compare  pp.  140,  950. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMUNITT   AT   JERUSALEM.  495 

blotted  out.  Then  should  come,  after  a  time  of  woe  and  ter* 
ror,  the  season  of  refreshment,  —  the  dawn  of  the  Golden  Age, 
—  when  Jesus  should  return  from  heaven.  Thither  he  had 
been  received  for  a  time  till  God  should  send  him  as  the  Mes- 
siah, at  the  restoration  of  all  things,'  as  foretold  by  Moses  * 
and  Samuel,  and  all  their  successors.  And  to  them  in  par- 
ticular, since  they  might  claim  the  prophets  and  God's  cove- 
nant  with  Abraham'  as  their  own.  He  had  sent  his  servant 
first,  with  all  the  blessings  that  would  follow  on  repentance. 

So  spoke  the  two  Apostles  to  the  people ;  but  when  the 
priests,  the  ruler  of  the  temple-guard,  and  the  Sadduoees  ap- 
proached, they  were  much  disturbed  by  their  preaching,  espe- 
cially of  the  resurrection  ;  and  accordingly  they  seized  them, 
and  threw  them  into  prison,  since  it  was  now  too  late  in  the 
day  to  allow  of  the  instantaneous  trial  prescribed  by  custom. 
Meanwhile,  however,  many  of  the  hearers  were  already  con- 
verted, and  the  community  henceforth  numbered  about  five 
thousand.  The  next  day  the  Sanhedrim  assembled,  with 
Annas  and  Caiaphas,  the  high  priests ;  *  and  Peter  and  John, 
together  with  the  former  cripple,  were  brought  before  them. 
They  were  required  to  declare  by  what  power  or  name  (by  the 
Evil  One  or  by  God)  they  had  performed  this  cure.  Then 
Peter,  seized  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  cried  out  in  stirring  words 
that  if  they  were  on  their  trial  for  the  blessing  they  had  con- 
ferred upon  the  unfortunate  cripple,  then  all  the  councillors 
and  all  Israel  with  them  must  know  that  the  wonder  had  been 
worked  by  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Nazarene,  whom 
they  had  crucified,  but  whom  God  had  raised  again.  He  was 
the  stone  rejected  bj'  the  builders,  but  made  the  corner-stone 
by  God.*  The  promised  blessings  were  to  be  looked  for 
Trom  him  alone.  There  was  no  salvation  except  by  faith 
in  him ! 

The  Sanhedrim  was  completely  at  a  loss.  What  was  the 
meaning  of  such  confidence  on  the  part  of  these  unlettered 
laymen  whom  they  now  recognized  as  the  companions  of 
Jesus  ?  And  there  stood  the  cripple  beside  them,  whose  re- 
storation could  not  be  got  rid  of!  They  sent  the  prisoners 
out  while  they  consulted  together.  The  miracle  was  already 
the  wonder  of  all  the  city,  and  could  not  possibly  be  denied. 
All  they  could  do  was  to  try  to  stop  the  matter  going  any 
fhrther  by  forbidding  their  prisonei-s,  under  the  sternest 
thre'itB,  to  utter  another  word  to  any  one  about  Jesus  as  the 

^  See  p.  925.  '  Deuteronomj  zviii.  16  if. 

•  QenetM  zzii.  18.  «  See  p.  96.  «  See  p  890. 
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Messiah.  In  vain !  Peter  and  John  demanded  whether  it 
was  right  in  the  sight  of  God  to  obey  them  rather  than  Him^ 
for  it  was  a  moral  impossibility  for  them  to  keep  silence. 
This  provoked  more  violent  threats  than  ever ;  but  the  end 
of  it  was  that  the}'  could  find  no  excuse  for  punishing  them, 
and  had  to  release  them  for  fear  of  the  people,  who  glorified 
God  with  one  voice  for  this  great  miracle. 

As  soon  as  the  Apostles  were  at  libert}-,  they  went  to  their 
friends  and  told  them  all  that  had  taken  place.  Then  they 
offered  a  fervent  and  united  prayer  to  the  Creator  of  all  things. 
Now  that  the  prophec}'  of  David,  concerning  opposition  and 
enmity  to  the  Lord's  anointed,^  had  been  fulfilled  at  Jerusa- 
lem ;  now  that  tetrarch  and  procurator,  heathen  and  Jew,  had 
conspired  against  Jesus,  —  they  prayed  that  God  might  give 
them  courage  to  preach  in  spite  of  all  these  threats,  with 
power  to  work  miracles  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  And  in  token 
that  the  prayer  was  heard,  the  whole  place  of  assembly  shook, 
the  Holy  Spirit  seized  them  all  again;  the}'  came  forward 
undismayed,  and  continued  to  bear  might}'  witness  to  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus. 

A  second  persecution  ran  a  similar  course.  After  the  divine 
judgment  had  fallen  upon  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  the  comma- 
nity  was  constantly  augmented  by  whole  troops  of  men  and 
women,  and  the  Apostles  displayed  miraculous  powers  with- 
out parallel.  Here  is  a  specimen  of  their  mighty  deeds.  la 
Solomon's  colonnade  the  believers  assembled,  one  in  heart 
with  the  Apostles ;  all  who  had  not  joined  the  community 
stood  respectfully  aside,  and  the  masses  were  evidently  im- 
pressed with  deepest  awe.  As  the  Apostles  advanced  to  the 
colonnade,  one  might  see  sick  people  carried  out  along  the 
way  and  laid  on  beds  or  matti^esses  by  the  side  of  the  street, 
in  the  hope  that  Peter's  shadow  at  least  might  fall  upon  them, 
for  even  that  suflBced  to  heal  them.  And  from  the  neighbor- 
ing places,  too,  they  came  with  the  sick  and  the  possessed,  and 
not  one  of  them  returned  uncomforted.  But  the  high  priest 
and  the  other  Sadducees  could  no  longer  endure  to  look  on 
passively  while  the  Apostles  made  such  mighty  progress,  and 
accordingly  they  threw  them  into  the  city  gaol.  It  was  but 
labor  lost !  In  the  night  the  angel  of  the  Lord  unbolted  the 
prison  doors  and  led  them  out,  commanding  them  to  resume 
the  preaching  of  salvation  to  the  people  in  the  templQ ;  and 
this  they  did  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  Meanwhile 
the  high  priest  apd  the  others  had  summoned  the  whole  S%n- 
1  Psalm  ii.  1,  % 
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hodrim  and  sent  to  the  prison  for  the  Apostles ;  but  the  mes- 
senger returned  alone  and  said:  ''The  doors  were  firmly 
barred  and  bolted,  and  the  sentries  at  their  posts,  but  the 
prisoners  were  gone."  We  may  well  believe  that  the  presi- 
dent, the  captain  of  the  temple-guard,  and  the  high  priests 
were  at  their  wits*  end  now.  At  that  very  moment  some  one 
rushed  in  with  the  news  that  the  ver^^  men  whom  they  had 
thrown  into  piison  were  standing  up  and  teaching  in  the  tem- 
ple I  The  captain  and  his  men  hastened  to  secure  them  and 
bring  them  before  the  Council ;  but  the}'  used  no  violence,  for 
fear  they  should  be  stoned  by  the  i>eople.  There  stood  the 
Twelve  before  the  Sanhedrim,  while  the  high  priest  sternly 
cried :  '•'  We  forbade  you  expressly  to  speak  about  your  faith, 
and  yet  you  have  made  it  echo  through  Jerusalem,  and  are 
trying  to  throw  the  responsibility  of  that  man's  execution 
upon  us."  Then  Peter,  in  the  name  of  all  the  rest,  answered 
with  undaunted  firmness  that  they  ought  to  obey  God  rather 
than  men ;  and  it  was  God  who  had  raised  up  Jesus,  whom 
they  had  slain  on  the  cross  ;  it  was  God  who  had  exalted  him 
as  Prince  and  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  forgiveness  to 
Israel.  ''  And  we  are  his  witnesses  of  these  things,"  he  con- 
cluded ;  ' '  and,  moreover,  the  H0I3'  Spirit,  which  God  gives 
to  all  who  obey  Him,  shows  that  they  are  true." 

The  members  of  the  Sanhedrim  waxed  furious  and  were 
almost  sentencing  the  Apostles  to  death,  when  one  of  them, 
a  Pharisee  of  the  name  of  Gamaliel,  a  teacher  of  the  Law, 
held  in  high  honor  by  all  the  people,  8too<l  up,  ordered  the 
accused  to  be  removed,  and  then  delivered  his  opinion,  sup- 
ported b}'  historical  analogies.  He  advised  his  colleagues  to 
pause  before  proceeding  to  violence ;  for  a  bad  cause  was 
sure  to  collapse  of  itself.  Thus  a  certain  Theudas  had  arisen 
a  short  time  back,  with  great  pretensions,  and  had  collected 
about  four  hundred  followers.  But  he  was  killed,  his  follow- 
ers were  scattered,  and  his  pretensions  came  to  nothing. 
Afterwards  Judas,  the  Galihean,  had  headed  a  revolt  on  oc- 
casion of  the  census ;  *  but  he  too  was  destroyed,  and  his 
followers  dispersed.  In  the  same  way,  if  this  preaching  was 
false  doctrine,  a  mere  human  invention,  it  would  fall  to  pieces 
of  itself  without  the  interference  of  the  Sanhedrim.  Violence 
was  at  best  superfluous,  and  if  by  chance  it  should  be  a  truth 
fix)m  God  with  which  they  had  to  do,  then  surely  they  must 
avoid  all  violent  resistance,  not  only  as  vain  presumption  but 
aa  sinful  fighting  against  God. 

I  See  pp.  4,  5,  6,  56,  89. 
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The  Sanhedrim  listened  to  reason.  The  Apostles  were 
called  in,  condemned  to  be  scoui'ged,  once  more  forbidden  to 
speak  of  the  Nazarene,  and  then  dismissed.  Filled  with  joy 
at  having  been  counted  worthy  to  suffer  ignominy  for  their 
Master's  title,  they  left  the  judgment  hall  and  ceased  not, 
day  by  day,  in  the  temple  and  at  home,  to  preach  Jesus  as 
the  Messiah. 

In  these  two  stories  we  can  find  little  else  than  half  inten- 
tional and  half  unconscious  fiction.  The  miracles,  which  are 
so  recklessly  multiplied,  are  some  of  them  superfluous,  —  such 
as  the  liberation  of  the  Apostles  by  night,  followed  at  once 
by  their  recapture ;  and  others,  such  as  the  cui-es  effected  by 
Petei*'s  shadow,  of  the  nature  of  magic.  The  helpless  clnm 
siness  of  the  Jewish  authorities,  so  sharply  contrasting  with 
the  intrepid  decision  of  the  Apostles,  sounds  equally  unhis- 
torical,  and  we  cannot  help  exclaiming,  ^^  Why  did  not  they 
believe,  like  the  rest?"  Indeed,  at  this  rate  Jerusalem  with 
all  its  neighborhood  would  very  soon  have  been  cleared  of 
sick  people  and  of  unbelievers  alike!  All  that  we  are  at 
liberty  to  accept  as  historical  is  that  a  collision  with  the  aa- 
thorities  probably  took  place,  though  the  whole  driH;  of  the 
stories  that  record  it,  together  with  all  the  details,  appears  in- 
credible. The  writer's  intention  is  clearly  to  glorify  the  com- 
munity at  Jerusalem,  especially  the  Apostles,  and  most  of  all 
Peter.  This  is  wh}'  he  makes  the  miracles  take  place  as  pub- 
licl}'  as  possible,  and  instantl}'  acquire  the  utmost  fame.  A 
second  object  of  the  writer,  or  his  authority,  is  to  represent 
the  Jewish  people,  especially  the  national  or  religious  part}', 
as  at  first  distinctly  favorable  to  the  cause  of  Jesus.  This  is 
why  we  are  so  constantl}',  conspicuously,  and  emphatically 
assured  that  the  masses  reverenced,  honored,  and  protected 
the  believere  and  their  chiefs,  while  none  but  the  Sadduoees 
persecuted  them,  and  the  Twelve  found  an  advocate,  not  to 
say  a  deliverer,  in  the  Pharisee  Gamaliel. 

This  Rabban  Gamaliel  I.,  the  grandson  of  Hillel,  and  the 
renowned  leader  of  the  school  of  Jerusalem,  who  died  in 
58  A. D.,  is  known  to  us  from  other  sources ;  but  he  certainlj- 
never  uttered  this  discourse,  for  it  betrays  a  strong  suspicion, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  that  this  preaching  of  the  Christ  was 
really  of  divine  origin,  and  moreover  it  is  a  tissue  of  contra- 
dictions. Theudas  and  Judas  were  not  put  down  without 
violence,  so  that  their  fate  could  not  flimish  an  ailment 
against  interfering  with  the  Apostles.  The  principle,  ^'Let 
error  work  its  way  unchecked,  and  it  will  ruin  itself,**  is  one 
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which  cannot  possibly  be  carried  out ;  and  we  shall  soon  see 
Paul,  who  is  introduced  to  us  as  a  disciple  of  Gamaliel,  act 
in  directest  contradiction  to  his  mastei^s  supposed  advice. 
But  the  roost  conclusive  fact  of  all  is  that  this  Theudas,  of 
whom  Gamaliel  is  made  to  speak,  was  a  prophet,  or  popular 
leader,  who  did  not  appear  till  more  than  ten  3'ears  after  the 
time  we  are  now  speaking  of,  and  a  good  thirty  years  after 
Judas  of  Galilee,  so  that  our  writer  has  committed  a  twofold 
sin  against  chronology.^ 

A  few  more  miracles  ascribed  to  Peter  will  be  spoken  of 
elsewhere,*  since  the  scene  is  laid  away  from  Jerusalem,  and 
they  occur  in  a  different  connection.  Presently,  when  Paul 
appears  in  the  Acts  as  a  worker  of  miracles,  we  shall  gain 
fresh  light  as  to  the  origin  of  all  these  stories.  At  present, 
therefore,  we  need  say  no  more.  But  hereafter,  whenever  we 
find  ourselves  in  contact  with  the  primitive  community  of 
Jerusalem,  or  transported  into  its  midst,  we  shall  have  to  con- 
sider it  with  especial  reference  to  the  dissensions  of  the  ap- 
ostolic age;  and  we  will  therefore  seize  this  opportunity, 
passing  over  eight  or  nine  eventful  years,  of  giving  the  only 
remaining  narrative  about  the  community  of  Jerusalem,  whioh 
stands  in  no  connection  with  these  apostolic  dissensions.  It 
simply  dwells  upon  the  relations  of  the  believers  to  the  Jew- 
ish government  and  people  now  hostile  and  persecuting,  io- 
Stead  of  favorable  as  at  first ;  and,  though  embellished  by 
tradition,  it  records  an  event  which  may  well  be  accepted  in 
the  main  as  historical. 

It  was  the  last  year  of  the  reign  of  Herod  Agrippa  I.  In 
his  zeal  for  the  Jewish  religion,  but  on  what  si)ecial  occasion 
we  cannot  sa^^  this  friend  of  the  Pharisees  laid  violent  hands 
upon  some  of  the  believers  in  Jerusalem.  Nay,  one  of  the 
Twelve,  James  the  son  of  Zebedee,  fell  a  victim  to  the  sword, 
and  ere  long  the  community  was  threatened  with  a  still  hea- 
vier blow.  For  the  king  observed  that  the  Jews  were  pleased 
by  what  he  had  done  ;  so  he  seized  on  Peter  also,  just  before 
the  Passover,  and  put  him  under  careful  guard,  intending  to 
pass  public  sentence  of  death  upon  him  as  soon  as  the  feast 
was  over. 

The  last  night  had  set  in.     The  Apostle  slept  peacefully  in 

his  prison,  while  the  congregation  watched  in  fervent  prayer 

to  God  to  rescue  this  precious  life.     Alas!  there  was  little 

hope  of  his  escape,  for  heavy  bolts  and  bars  held  him  releut- 

1  ComiMure  pp.  56,  96.  '  See  chap.  vi.  p.  544. 
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lenslj  in  his  captivity,  and  he  was  guarded  by  four  soldiers, 
relieved  every  three  hoars,  who  must  answer  with  their  lives 
for  his  safe  custody.  At  this  very  moment  he  lay  between 
two  of  the  soldiers,  with  one  of  his  arms  fettered  to  each  of 
them,  while  the  two  others  kept  strict  watch  at  the  gate,  a 
little  way  apart  from  one  another.  But  lo!  when  all  was 
quiet,  when  no  one  suspected  any  thing,  a  glow  of  heavenly 
light  shone  of  a  sudden  through  the  darkness  of  the  prison, 
and  an  angel  of  the  Lord  stood  by  the  wretched  bed.  He 
pushed  Peter's  side  and  woke  him,  with  the  words :  "  Rise  up 
quickly  ! "  Then  the  fetters  dropped  from  his  hands  and  he 
rose  mechanically.  "  Gird  up  your  garments  and  bind  your 
sandals  to  your  feet,"  continued  the  angel ;  and  when  the 
Apostle  had  obeyed,  he  added :  ''  Throw  on  your  mantle  and 
follow  me  !  "  Peter  did  so,  thinking  all  the  while  that  it  was 
a  vision,  and  that  he  should  soon  find  himself  upon  his  bed 
a»d  in  his  fetters  again.  They  passed  unobserved  by  the  first 
and  second  watch,  and  reached  the  iron  gate  that  opened  into 
the  street,  unchallenged.  The  gate  opened  of  itself;  they 
wvjnt  out,  turned  round  the  comer,  walked  along  one  street 
together,  and  all  at  once  the  angel  was  gone !  It  was  only 
n<'W  that  Peter  returned  to  full  consciousness,  and  said  : 
^'  Now  I  know  for  certain  that  the  Lord  hath  sent  his  angel 
to  rescue  me  from  the  violence  of  Herod  and  the  people's 
thirst  for  blood."  So  he  hastened  along  the  way  that  led  to 
the  house  of  Mary  the  mother  of  John,  sumamed  Mark, 
w)iere  a  number  of  the  faithful  were  assembled  in  prayer. 
He  knocked  at  the  door,  and  the  maid  Rhoda  came  at  the 
summons ;  but  before  she  opened  she  asked  who  it  was  that 
came  at  such  an  untimel}'  hour.  When  she  recognized  Peter's 
voice,  she  was  so  delighted  that  she  forgot  to  open  the  door 
for  him,  and  ran  in  and  told  them  all  that  Peter  was  standing 
outside.  They  said  she  was  raving,  but  she  persisted  in  say- 
ing :  *'  Indeed,  indeed,  he  is  there ! "  "  Then  it  must  be  tua 
guardian  angel,"  they  said  ;  "it  can  surely  bode  no  good ! " 
Meanwhile  Peter  knocked  again  and  yet  again ;  and  when  at 
last  they  opened  the  door,  there  to  the  amazement  of  them  all 
stood  Peter  himself.  He  motioned  them  with  his  hand  to 
keep  silence,  and  told  them  how  the  Lord  had  brought  him 
out  of  the  prison.  Then  he  told  them  to  inform  James  and 
all  the  brethren  who  were  not  present  of  what  had  taken 
place,  and  departed  himself  elsewhere. 

Picture  the  deadly-  ten-or  of  the  soldiers  when  the  mornmg 
broke  and  they  found  the  prisoner  had  vanished  without  a 
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trace !  When  the  king  sent  for  Peter  and  heard  that  he  was 
gone,  he  had  the  sentinels  thrown  into  chains,  tried,  and  exe- 
cuted. Little  did  he  think  that  the  avenging  hand*  of  God 
was  already  stretched  over  his  own  head !  It  was  but  a  few 
weeks  afterwards,  when  he  had  left  Jerusalem  for  his  mag- 
nificent residential  city  of  Csesarea-Palestina,  that  he  received 
a  Phoenician  embass}'  there.  He  had  been  violently  incensed 
against  Tatc  and  Sidon,  and  had  forbidden  the  export  of  corn 
and  other  necessaries  of  life  from  his  kingdom  to  these  cities. 
The  Phoenicians,  who  were  reduced  to  great  perplexities  by 
this  measure,  found  means  of  bribing  Blastus,  the  king's  first 
chamberlain  and  favorite,  to  espouse  their  cause,  and  then 
had  begged  for  peace.  On  a  certain  day,  therefore,  Herod 
granted  their  embassy  a  solemn  public  audience,  and  an- 
nounced his  resolution.  Seated  on  his  throne  and  clad  in  his 
robes  of  state,  he  delivered  an  address  to  them  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  people,  and  laid  down  the  conditions  of  peace. 
The  splendor  of  his  appearance  impressed  all  present  with  a 
sense  of  his  incomparable  majest}',  and  the  substance  of  whjit 
he  said  so  delighted  them  that  he  had  no  sooner  finished  thnn 
they  burst  into  rapturous  applause,  and  the  blasphemous  ciy 
echoed  from  end  to  end  of  the  quadrangle,  ^^  It  is  a  god  th;it 
speaks,  and  not  a  man  I "  Herod  did  not  reject  this  sacri- 
legious flattery.  So  the  angel  of  the  Lord  smote  him,  and  a 
few  days  afterwards  he  sank  under  an  equally  loathsome  arid 
painful  disease  of  the  bowels.  . 

This  angel  is  already  known  to  us  from  the  narratives  of 
the  Old  Testament,  where  he  appears  as  an  explanation,  or 
rather  a  description,  of  sudden  sickness  and  death. ^  For 
the  rest  we  find  the  occasion  and  manner  of  Herod's  death 
described  almost  identically  in  Josephus.  This  historian 
however  knows  nothing  of  an  embassy  from  the  Phoenicians 
and  a  public  audience  granted  them  ;  but  speaks  of  games  in 
honor  of  the  emperor  Claudius,  at  which  the  king,  when  the 
first  rays  of  the  sun  shone  upon  his  silvered  robe,  was  greeted 
by  his  sycophants  as  a  god.  Five  days  afterwards  he  was  a 
corpse,  having  suffered  ever-increasing  agonies  meanwhile. 
This  confirmation  gives  a  certain  guarantee  for  the  truth  of 
the  story  we  are  considering,  which  stands  alone  iti  the  book 
of  Acts.  The  account  of  Peter's  rescue  is  of  course  fabu- 
lous, nor  does  it  seem  to  have  occurred  to  the  writer  how  un- 
worthy of  God  it  would  be  to  make  victims  of  the  unofi'ending 
sentinels.     But  that  James  was  slain  and  Peter  imprisoned 

1  See  vol.  ii.  pp.  99,  S91. 
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may  be  accepted  as  fact ;  and,  instead  of  the  messenger  fh>m 
heaven  who  gives  the  latter  his  liberty,  we  may  suppose  that 
the  death  of  the  persecutor,  which  so  often  opened  prison 
doors,  or  the  intercession  of  some  friend,  or  anj'  other  of  the 
hundred  chances  that  might  give  a  favorable  turn  to  things, 
resulted  in  Peter's  regaining  his  freedom. 

We  ma}'  remark  in  passing  that  Peter's  message  to  the  ab- 
sent brethren  contains  the  first  mention  of  James  the  son  of 
Joseph,  the  brother  of  Jesus,  as  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  community  at  Jerusalem.  We  shall  presently  meet  him 
again  in  this  capadt}*,  together  with  Peter. 

But  then  a  great  development  will  already  have  taken  place, 
of  which  at  present  the  primitive  community  had  not  even  a 
presentiment,  against  which  it  ranged  itself  in  vain,  by  which 
the  cause  of  Jesus  was  shaken  free  from  the  ceremonial  re- 
straints of  the  Mosaic  law  and  the  national  exclusivcness  of 
the  Israelitish  prophets. 

Upon  this  important  subject  we  will  now  fix  our  attention. 


Chapter  III. 

STEPHEN  AND  PHILIP. 

Matthxw  XVn.  1-9;  Acts  VI.-Vin.  8,  26-40,  XI.  19-21;   Ma*- 
THBW  XV.  21-28J 

ON  a  certain  daj',  says  a  celebrated  legend  that  rose 
towards  the  close  of  the  apostolic  age,  Jesus  took  his 
three  chosen  friends,  Peter,  James,  and  John,  and  went  up  a 
lolly  mountain  to  be  alone  with  them.  Here  in  the  sight  of 
the  three  his  form  was  transfigured,  his  countenance  shone 
like  the  sun,  and  his  garments  glittered  like  the  light.  At 
the  same  moment  they  saw  two  figures  at  Lds  side  in  the  like 
heavenlj'  glory,  and  recognized  them  at  once  as  Moses  and 
Elijah,  who  were  conversing  with  Jesus.  Then  Peter  spoke, 
and  said  to  Jesus :  "  Lord  I  it  is  well  for  us  to  be  here.  If 
it  please  thee  I  will  make  three  booths :  one  for  thee,  and  one 
for  Moses,  and  one  for  Elijah."  But  before  he  had  finished 
speaking  the  shining  cloud  that  girds  the  Deity  had  descended 
upon  the  mountain-top  and  streamed  over  the  three  fignrefl 

I  Luke  ix.  SS-36;  Mark  ix.  2-10,  vii.  S4-W. 
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till  they  seemed  to  melt  into  the  glow  and  were  lost  to  sight, 
while  the  voice  of  God  sounded  iVom  the  cloud  to  Peter  and 
the  others :  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son  ;  hear  him  1 "  Then  in 
a  moment  all  was  gone ;  but  there  was  no  doubt  of  whom  the 
voice  had  spoken,  for  when  the  disciples  looked  round  they 
oould  see  none  but  Jesus. 

Even  without  t^e  additional  light  which  the  comparison 
with  an  Old  Testament  precedent  *  throws  upon  the  details  of 
this  picture,  its  general  purpoit  can  harcily  be  mistaken; 
while  the  importance  attached  to  it  may  be  gathered  from  a 
distinct  reference  being  made  to  it  in  the  latest  book  of  the 
Bible,  the  second  Epistle  of  Peter.^  In  the  presence  of  his 
friends  and  disciples  Jesus  is  transfigured,  —  that  is  to  say, 
he  is  rec(^nized  by  them  as  the  Messiah ;  but  the  lawgiver 
and  the  representative  prophet'  still  stand  in  undiminished 
glory  at  his  side.  And  Peter,  together  with  James  and 
John,  wishes  to  preserve  all  these  three  forces,  —  the  Jewish 
law  and  national  expectation  no  less  than  the  Gospel,  — and  to 
build  tents  for  them  all.  Vain  is  the  wish,  and  vain  the  pro- 
ject !  The  divine  will  makes  itself  known,  and  Moses  and 
Elijah  disappear,  leaving  Jesus  alone  singled  out  as  the  son 
of  God's  good  pleasure.'*  There  should  not  and  could  not  be 
any  permanent  alliance  between  the  new  religious  truth  and 
the  ancient  practices  of  external  piety  prescri^d  by  the  Law, 
or  the  ancient  conceptions  of  a  proud,  unloving  nationality.* 

But  the  Apostles  had  not  yet  perceived  this  incompatibil- 
itj'.'  It  was  outside  their  circle  and  without  their  help  that 
this  great  step  was  made,  as  we  shall  see  in  this  ,and  the  fol- 
lowing chapters.  It  is  not  without  reason  that  Peter,  James, 
and  John,  whom  the  evangelical  tradition  represents  as  the 
chosen  friends  of  Jesus,  and  who  were  held  in  the  highest 
estimation  at  Jerusalem  and  elsewhere  as  the  pillars  of  the 
community,  —  it  is  not  without  reason  that  these  three  men 
are  special!}^  indicated  as  wishing  to  retain  both  Moses  and 
Elijah,  while  Peter,  pre-eminently  the  Apostle  of  the  Jews, 
is  made  their  spokesman.''  James  the  son  of  Joseph  we 
must  probably  regard  as  virtually  taking  the  place  of  James 
the  son  of  Zebedee,  who  was  cut  off  earlj'.  Nor  must  we 
overlook  the  statement  made  by  all  the  three  Evangelists  — 

1  ExodnB  xxir.  15, 16, 18.  «  3  Peter  i.  16b.-18. 

>  See  pp.  48,  50. 

^  Paalm  ii.  7 ;  Isaiah  xlii.  1;  and  Deuteronomy  xviii.  15;  compare  p.  119. 

»  See  p.  213.  «  See  pp.  211,  232,  292  ff. 

r  Galatians  ii.  7,  9,  12;  1  Corinthians  i.  12. 
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though  Mark  has  it  in  the  wrong  place  —  that  the  diBCiplea 
were  very  inuch  alanned  by  what  took  place.  I-qkc  says 
that  terror  came  upon  them  when  Moscb  and  Elijah  went 
into  the  cloud  and  disappeared ;  while  according  to  Matthew, 
when  the  voice  from  heaven  hlid  corrected  their  first  inten- 
tion, they  fell  down  to  the  ground  in  fear,  but  were  touched, 
raised  up,  and  encouraged  by  Jesus. 

We  may  mention,  incidentally,  that  here  again  ^  Luke  rep- 
resents the  vision  as  a  more  palpable  fact  than  the  others 
make  it,  though  even  Mark  speaks  of  the  whiteness  of  the 
garments  of  Jesus,  which  shone  as  no  bleacher  upon  earth 
could  make  them.  The  third  Gospel  further  speaks  of  the 
mountain,  as  if  a  real  and  well-known  mountain  were  ia- 
tended ;  and  in  the  same  spirit  the  later  tradition,  overlook- 
ing the  emblematic  character  of  the  story,  pointed  out  Ta- 
bor as  the  mount  of  the  Transfiguration.  Luke  also  tells  us 
that  Jesus  went  up  to  pray,^  and  adds  the  not  very  appro- 
priate comments  that  the  disciples  were  drowsy,  though  they 
kept  themselves  awake ;  that  Peter  did  not  know  what  he 
was  saying,  — an  unlucky  touch  which  reappears  in  Mark, — 
and  that  the  Apostle  did  not  speak  until  the  representatives 
of  the  old  dispensation  were  on  the  point  of  departing. 
Finally,  Luke  stands  alone  in  saying  that  when  Moses  and 
Elijah  appeared  in  glory  they  discoursed  of  the  death  upon 
the  cross  which  Jesus  must  endure  at  Jerusalem ;  and  though 
this  trait  does  not  at  all  astonish  us,  especially  in  Luke,'  it 
is  quite  foreign  to  the  main  conception  of  the  scene. 

This  conception  is  that  the  *  autborify  of  the  Law  and  the 
prophets  must  be  annulled.  But  of  course  this  could  not  be 
done  suddenly,  nor  without  a  conflict.  It  was  a  question 
which  only  came  foi'ward  gradually,  and  could  not  be  settled 
without  man}'  a  strain  in  the  bosom  of  the  community. 

Let  us  listen  to  what  is  told  us  of  the  origin  of  the  first  of 
these  collisions  between  the  old  and  the  new  spirit ! 

So  far  from  being  appalled  or  discouraged  by  the  mortal 
peril  that  threatened  them  and  the  maltreatment  they  had 
experienced,  the  Apostles  were  but  stimulated  to  continue 
their  preaching  of  Jesus  as  the  Messiah  both  in  the  temple 
and  at  home ;  ^  and  consequently  the  numbers  of  the  faithftil 
still  increased.  If  only  this  outward  success  had  been  ac- 
companied by  undiminished  brotherly  affection  and  unbroken 
harmony!     But  alas!    the  season  of  first  love  had  all  too 

1  See  p.  liO.  «  See  p.  961. 

•  See  pp.  465,  475,  494,  495.  «  See  p.  496. 
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fioon  passed  by.  Differences  of  language  and  of  country 
asserted  themselves,  and  peace  had  fled. 

For  though  most  of  the  members  of  the  community  had 
been  born  and  bred  on  Jewish  soil,  and  were  so-called  He- 
brews, yet  there  was  also  a  large  number  of  Grecians  among 
them,  — that  is  to  say,  foreign  Jews,  who  had  settled  in  Jeru- 
salem or  the  neighborhood,^  but  continued  for  the  most  part 
to  speak  their  native  Greek,  which  was  then  the  language  of 
the' WOT  Id.  Among  them  there  were  even  certain  proselytes, 
or  men  of  heathen  birth,  who  had  undergone  circumcision, 
accepte<l  the  whole  Mosaic  law,  and  been  incorporated  as 
members  of  the  Jewish  people.  Now  these  two  elements, 
the  Hebrew  and  the  Grecian,  had  never  completelj*  amalga- 
mated ;  and,  as  the  community  increased,  it  fell  more  and 
more  completely  into  two  separate  groups.  The  cause  of 
this  may  be  found  partly  in  the  natural  tendency  to  associate 
with  one's  fellow-townsmen  and  fellow-countrymen ;  but 
partly,  perhaps,  in  a  certain  tone  of  superiorit}'  assumed  bj' 
the  natives  of  Palestine  toward  the  Jews  from  heathen  lands  ; 
and  yet  more  in  greater  or  less  diversities  of  feeling  and  opin- 
ion which  could  not  always  be  kept^back.  For  the  Grecians, 
who  had  grown  up  and  possibly  lived  for  many  years  in  a 
heathen  atmosphere,  were  for  the  most  part  less  intolerant 
and  bitter  than  the  others,  while  their  frequent  contact  with 
the  Grecian  civilization  had  in  many  cases  opened  their 
minds  and  expanded  their  horizon ;  and,  finally,  they  knew 
by  experience  that  even  at  a  distance  from  the  temple  and 
its  dazzling  ceremonial  an  earnest  piety  was  possible. 

The  occasion,  however,  that  revealed  the  elements  of  dissen- 
sion is  said  to  have  been  of  a  purel}'  material  nature.  The 
Grecians  complained  of  the  Hebrews,  apparently  with  justice, 
on  the  ground  that  in  the  daily  distribution  of  mone}'  or  food 
to  the  needy  members  of  the  community  their  widows  had  to 
give  way  to  the  others,  and  always  came  off  worst.  This 
could  not  possibly  be  an  accident ;  but  the  charge  of  par- 
tiality was  not  pressed  against  the  Apostles  personally,  or  at 
any  rate  not  against  them  alone,  but  against  those  who  sur- 
rounded them,  and  in  general  the  whole  Hebrew- speaking, 
or  rather  Aramaic-speaking,  portion  of  the  community.  An 
end  must  certainly  be  put  to  these  complaints,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  the  strained  and  uneasy  relations  which  they 
indicated.  So  the  Twelve  summoned  a  meeting  of  all  the 
believers,  and  laid  the  whole  question  before  them,  with  the 
1  See  p.  485. 
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words,  "We  should  have  to  sacrifice  the  work  of  preaching 
if  we  gave  the  sustenance  of  the  poor  the  attention  it  requires ; 
so  do  you,  brethren,  !ook  round  for  some  of  your  number  who 
are  favorably  known  to  all  of  3'ou,  and  select  seven  of  tteni 
amplj'  endowed  with  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  and  of  wisdom 
needful  for  this  delicate  and  laborious  work  of  love ;  and  we 
will  then  commit  this  service  to  them,  and  devote  the  whole 
of  our  own  time  and  strength  to  praj'er  in  our  assemblies 
and  to  the  preaching  of  the  Lord." 

The  proposal  was  received  with  unmingled  approval,  and 
the  brethren  selected  Stephen,  a  man  conspicuous  for  his 
mighty  faith  and  glowing  enthusiasm,  Philip,  Prochorus, 
Ni^'anor,  Timon,  Parmenas,  and  finally  a  ceitain  proselyte, 
Nicolas  of  Antioch.  These  men  were  then  presented  to  the 
Apostles,  who  consecrated  them  to  the  service  by  pra3'er, 
and  by  lading  their  hands  upon  them. 

Meanwhile,  the  community  at  Jerusalem  was  constantly 
increasing;  even  the  priests,  in  manj'  cases,  foi^ot  their 
enmity  and  became  believers.  But  before  long  a  fearful 
storm  was  to  break. 

Among  the  Seven,  Stephen  distinguished  himself  from  the 
first  by  the  wealth  of  his  divine  gifts  and  powers,  which  en- 
abled him  to  do  great  signs  and  wonders  among  the  Jews. 
He  directed  his  preaching  especially  to  foreigners,  whom  he 
found  in  their  several  synagogues ;  for  we  must  know  that 
the  H0I3'  Citj"  was  full  of  houses  of  prayer.  According  to  the 
Talmud  there  were  no  fewer  than  four  hundred  and  eighty ; 
but,  of  course,  the  greater  number  of  them  would  be  small 
and  insignificant.  It  appears  that  almost  every  district  or 
great  city,  in  which  there  were  many  Jews,  had  one  of  these 
synagogues  in  Jerusalem,  which  served  for  the  use  of  any  of 
its  citizens  who  might  permanently  settle  in  Jerusalem,  and 
also  for  those  who  went  up  to  celebrate  a  feast.  It  was  a 
kind  of  general  rendezvoiis.  Thus,  in  connection  with  Ste- 
phen's work,  we  are  told  of  sj-nagogues  of  the  Asians,  or 
natives  of  the  coast  of  Asia  Minor ;  of  the  Cilicians.  in  whose 
capital  (Tarsus)  manj-  Jews  were  settled ;  of  the  Alexan- 
drians, for  two  of  the  five  quarters  of  the  magnificent  capital 
of  Egypt  were  entirely  Jewish ;  of  the  C}Ten»ans,  for  one- 
fourth  of  the  population  of  CjTcne  was  Jewish  ;  *  and,  lastlj", 
of  the  Libertlni,  or  Roman  "  freedmen,"  —  that  is  to  say,  Jews 
who  had  been  captured  in  war,  and  carried  to  Rome  as  slaves, 
or  had  been  bom  in  slavery  there,  but  who  had  subsequently 
I  See  p.  448. 
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been  set  free  by  their  masters.  Now  in  these  synagogues 
Stephen  encountered  the  most  violent  opposition,  both  be- 
cause of  his  great  success  and  because  of  the  special  xiews 
which  he  enunciated.  In  his  mouth  the  preaching  of  Jesus 
as  the  Messiah  appeared  to  threaten  religion  with  insult  and 
danger.  So  some  of  the  worshippers  attempted  to  refute 
him,  and  argued  with  him  as  to  the  abiding  authorit}'  of  the 
Law  and  the  eternal  significance  of  the  temple  and  its  service. 
It  was  all  in  vain  !  These  controversies,  as  is  often  the  case, 
instead  of  making  Stephen  withdraw  the  assertions  to  which 
so  much  exception  was  taken,  only  drove  him  to  more  uncom- 
promising utterances  than  ever ;  and  yet  his  opponents  could 
never  hold  their  own  against  his  penetration  and  skill,  and 
above  aU  against  his  enthusiasm.  So  they  incited  certain 
fanatics  to  accuse  Stephen  publicly  of  blasphemous  (heretical) 
language  against  the  Law  of  Moses  and  the  whole  Jewish 
religion.*  This  made  a  great  commotion,  both  among  the 
populace  and  the  members  of  the  Sanhedrim  ;  and  as  Stephen, 
who  went  his  way  undaunted,  was  again  discoursing  in  a  syna 
gogue,  he  found  himself  suddenly  surrounded  by  his  enemies, 
seised,  and  dragged  before  the  Council. 

The  trial  began  at  once.  False  witnesses  ^  had  been  se- 
cured, and  gave  their  testimony:  '^Tiiis  man  preaches  day 
by  day  against  the  temple  and  the  Law.  For  we  have  heard 
him  say  that  ere  long  this  Jesus  of  Nazareth  will  devastate 
the  temple  and  abolish  the  institutions  given  us  by  Moses." 
In  burning  indignation  all  the  senators  fixed  their  eyes  upon 
the  prisoner,  and  behold  !  his  face  was  flooded  with  a  heavenly 
glory.  But  the  president  asked  sternly,  '*  Is  it  trae  what  they 
have  said?  "  and  Stephen  instantly  replied  in  a  long  discourse, 
in  which  he  ran  through  the  whole  history  of  Israel  from 
Abraham's  call  to  the  building  of  Solomon's  temple,  in  a  vein 
which  stix)ngly  reminds  us  of  Ezra's  confession  on  occasion 
of  the  introduction  of  the  Mosaic  law.' 

Stephen  traced  in  detail  the  fulfilment  of  God's  prediction 
to  the  patriarch  that  his  posterity  should  sojourn  in  a  strange 
land ;  should  long  be  oppressed  there ;  should  be  avenged 
and  brought  out  by  God ;  should  then  be  blessed  with  the 
revelation  of  the  true  religion,  and  should  be  brought  into 
the  land  of  promise,  where  they  must  worship  Him.  It  was 
only  indirectly  and  incidentally  that  he  refuted  the  accusation 
brought  against  him  by  speaking  of  God's  election,  guidance, 

^  Compare  pp.  434,  435.  ^  CoinDare  p.  429. 

s  See  vol.  ii.  p.  500. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


508  STErnEN  and  philip. 

and  protection  of  Israel ;  by  describing  Moses  as  the  great 
man  of  God  to  whom  the  angel  of  the  Lord  on  Sinai  revealed 
the  commandments,  the  obserAsnce  of  which  gives  life,  and 
by  appealing  to  the  prophets  ^  in  support  of  his  ideas  about 
the  temple.  The  real  conception  and  drill  of  the  discourse 
was  to  hurl  back  the  <  liaise  of  impiety  with  redoubled  toFoe 
upon  the  people,  and  to  explain  by  historical  analogy  the 
cause  of  the  unfavorable  reception  which  his  preaching  of  the 
Messiah  had  met  from  Israel.  For  the  greater  and  more 
numerous  God's  blessings  had  been,  the  more  corrupt  and 
wicked  had  Israel  always  shown  itself.  Moses  had  felt  it 
more  than  any  one, — Moses,  who  foretold  the  coming  of  & 
prophet,  like  himself;  namely,  the  Messiah :  Moses,  who  was 
himself  a  type  of  that  Messiah  in  his  pei^on  and  his^lot,  espe- 
ciallj'  in  the  treatment  he  experienced  at  the  hands  of  his  peo- 
ple. For  when  he  tried  to  rescue  his  brothers  they  renounced 
him ;  and  afterwards,  in  spite  of  all  that  God  had  done  for 
them  and  given  them  through  him,  they  disobeyed  and  de- 
serted him,  and  made  themselves  a  golden  calf,  whereupon 
God  gave  them  over  to  idolatrj*.  And  in  the  same  way  their 
age-old  superstition,  that  the  Most  High  actually  dwelt  in  the 
temple,  was  a  proof  of  their  narrowness  and  want  of  spiritu- 
alit}'.  As  Stephen  thus  set  forth  the  rebellious  spirit  of 
Israel,  his  words  grew  hotter  every  moment ;  and  though  he 
had  begun  very  courteousl}',  addressing  the  senators  as  "fa- 
thers" and  the  rest  as  "  brethren,"  and  begging  their  atten- 
tion, he  ended  by  bursting  into  a  violent  denunciadon,  in 
which  he  chastised  them  as  a  stiff-necked  people,  externally 
pious,  but  inwardly  estranged  from  God,  deaf  to  His  voice, 
and  no  better  than  so  many  heathen.  "  You  never  fail,"  he 
cried,  **  to  resist  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  3'our  fathers  did  before 
you !  Which  of  the  prophets  did  not  3'our  fathers  persecute  ? 
It  was  they  who  slew  all  who  foretold  the  coming  of  the  Right- 
eous One,  and  it  is  you  who  have  now  betrayed  and  murdered 
the  Righteous  One  himself;  it  is  3'ou  who  have  accepted  the 
Law  ordained  by  angels,  but  have  not  observed  it ! " 

The  hearers  were  seized  with  ungovernable  rage,  and 
gnashed  their  teeth  against  him  ;  but  he  did  not  so  much  as 
see  them,  for  he  was  gazing  in  a  transport  into  heaven,  where 
he  saw  the  Divine  Glory  and  saw  Jesus  standing  at  God's 
right  hand,  as  though  he  had  risen  to  receive  him.  "  See 
there !  "  he  cried  ;  "I  can  see  the  heavens  opened,  and  the 
Son  of  Man  standing  on  God's  right  hand."    Then  the  sena- 

1  See  vol.  ii.,  pp.  527,  528. 
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tors  shrieked  with  rage  and  horror ;  and,  putting  their  fingers 
into  their  ears,  they  rushed  upon  Stephen  as  a  single  man, 
drove  him  out  of  the  city,  and  stoned  him  on  the  very  spot. 
Not  a  shade  of  fear  ov  vindictiveness  passed  over  the  martyr's 
soul.  As  the  stones  oame  crashing  upon  him,  he  raised  his 
hands  on  high,  and  said :  ^^  Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit !  " 
Then  he  fell  upon  his  knees  and  uttered  one  last  cry.  It  was 
a  prayer  for  his  murderers,  ^'  Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their 
charge ! "  and  he  breathed  his  last,  crushed  among  the 
stones. 

At  the  fall  of  night  certain  pious  men  came  to  the  deserted 
place  of  punishment,  drew  out  the  mangled  corpse  from 
beneath  the  stones,  gave  it  decent  burial,  and  made  great 
mourning  for  the  deaid,  with  funeral  music  and  fasting. 

But  onl3'  very  few  were  bold  and  generous  enough  to  think 
and  act  in  this  wajs  for  the  madness  of  fanaticism  was  now 
aroased.  The  death  of  Stephen  was  the  signal  for  a  furious 
persecution,  which  scattered  all  the  brethren  through  every 
district  of  Judaea  and  Samaria,  except  the  Apostles  only,  who 
remained  at  Jerusalem. 

Among  the  persecutors  a  certain  man  in  the  early  prime  of 
life,  named  Saul,  particularly  distinguished  himself.  He  was 
present  at  the  death  of  Stephen ;  and  when  the  two  witnesses 
whose  duty  it  was  to  throw  the  first  stones  laid  aside  their 
mantles,  he  took  charge  of  them.  It  rejoiced  his  heart  to  see 
the  blasphemer  rooted  out  from  the  people  of  the  Lord. 
And  yet!  — 

This  is  a  most  remarkable  narrative,  and  is  doubly  interest- 
ing because  the  first  martyr  appears  in  it  as  the  herald  of  the 
independent  development  of  the  Christian  communit3\  We 
must  not  leave  it  therefore  till  we  have  submitted  it  to  a 
careful  examination. 

In  the  main  we  may  regard  it  as  historical,  though  of 
course  we  cannot  believe  in  the  assembly  of  all  tliese  thou- 
sands of  disciples,  in  the  conversion  of  a  whole  host  of  priests, 
in  the  might}'  miracles  of  Stephen,  in  the  transfiguration  of 
his  countenance  till  it  became  like  an  angel's,  or  even  in  the 
genuineness  of  his  discourse,  —  which  contains  several  small 
inaccuracies  that  we  have  not  stayed  to  point  out.^  All  this, 
and  more  of  the  like  nature,  we  pass  over ;  nor  will  we  ven- 
ture to  decide  whether  Stephen's  prayer  to  be  received  for  a 
time  into  heaven,  t(^ether  with  his  glorified  Lord,  was  really 

1  Acta  vii.  8,  6,  16,  29,  et  teq. 
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uttered  by  him  in  sacred  transport  at  the  moment  of  his  mar- 
tyrdom, or  was  put  into  his  mouth  in  after  times,  when  the 
Christians  believed  that  all  the  martyrs  would  be  exempt  from 
the  necessity  of  descending  to  the  land  of  shades.^  Again, 
though  the  writer  represents  the  Sanhedrim  as  behaving  like 
a  band  of  savage  robbers,  an^  Stephen  as  the  victim  of  a 
tumult,  he  puts  us  in  the  way  of  correcting  his  own  account, 
and  lets  us  see  that  the  trial  and  the  defence  took  the  regular 
course  b}'  speaking  of  the  two  witnesses  who  laid  aside  their 
outer  garments  and  began  the  execution  as  required  by  law 
and  Older.  Perhaps  it  is  also  due  to  this  inaccuracy  of  de- 
sciiption  that  we  are  no  longer  able  to  discover  whether  the 
Sanhedrim  demanded  and  obtained  permission  to  carry  out 
the  sentence,  or  whether  they  exceeded  their  powers  by  dis- 
pensing with  it.'  It  has  been  conjectured  that  just  at  this 
time  there  was  not  a  procurator  in  office  at  all,  —  the  old  one 
having  been  deposed  and  the  new  one  not  3'et  having  arrived, 
— and  that  the  Sanhedrim  in  consequence  may  have  taken  more 
upon  themselves  than  they  would  otherwise  have  ventured  to 
do.  The  striking  similarity  between  the  wa)'  in  which  Ste- 
phen meets  his  fate  and  the  account  in  the  third  Gospel  of  the 
last  hours  of  Jesus  may  rouse  a  certain  amount  of  suspicion, 
but  this  suspicion  must  fall  less  upon  the  narrative  we  are 
now  considering  than  upon  the  other.'  On  the  other  hand, 
the  partial  coincidence  between  the  charge  brought  against 
Stephen  and  that  which  the  first  two  Gospels  represent  as 
preferred  against  Jesus  seems  to  plead  for  the  accuracy  of 
both  accounts.  And  here  too  the  "  falseness"  of  the  evidence 
does  not  consist  in  its  being  an  invention,  but  in  the  turn 
which  it  gave  to  Stephen's  words.  Hje  certainly  never  in- 
tended to  say  that  when  Jesus  returned  he  would  violently" 
destro3'  the  temple  and  abolish  the  whole  Law,  but  simply 
that  in  the  kingdom  of  God  the  service  of  the  temple  would 
give  way  to  a  purer  form  of  worship,  and  the  idolatry  of 
forms  and  ceremonies  to  a  life  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  Law. 
Finallv,  the  writer  once  more  corrects  himself  by  letting  us 
know  *  that  not  all  the  believers,  but  only  the  Grecians  who 
sympathized  with  Stephen,  were  persecuted  and  expelled 
from  Jerusalem.     Not  only  the  Apostles,  therefore,  remained 

1  Revelation  tI.  9,  11,  xx.  4;  compare  Philippians  i.  23. 
s  See  pp.  437,  438. 

*  Compare  Acta  vii.  56,  69,  60  with  Lake  xxii.  69,  zxlii.  46,  84 ;  and  mm 
pp.  432  ff..  461  ff. 

4  Acts  IX.  86  ff.,  and  xi.  19  ff.,  in  contrast  with  viti.  L 
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in  Jemsalem,  but  all  those  who  had  been  on  their  side ;  for 
they  had  not  exposed  themselves  to  any  danger,  and  had  not 
roased  the  spirit  of  fanaticism.  The  persecution  was  violent,^ 
but  limited  ;  though  the  account  in  Acts  maj'  be  true  to  this 
extent,  that  the  community  in  general  suffered  in  its  repu- 
tation among  the  rigid  Jews,  when  the  attitude  assumed  by 
the  more  free-thinking  members  brought  suspicion  upon  the 
whole. 

Now  the  evidence  it  supplies  of  these  internal  divisions  is 
just  what  makes  the  story,  on  the  whole,  deserve  our  confi- 
dence. Stephen  is  evideutl}-  our  author's  hero."^  He  wishes 
to  secure  him  full  recognition,  and  consequently  makes  the 
light  fall  full  upon  him  while  the  Apostles  sink  into  the  back- 
ground. But  when  the  progress  of  the  narrative  necessarily 
brings  out  the  differences  of  view  that  had  very  early  found 
their  way  into  the  community,  the  author  endeavors  to  conceal 
or  disguise  the  fact  as  completely  as  possible.  So  he  simplj' 
dismisses  the  accusation  against  Stephen  as  ^'  false,"  just  as  he 
afterwards  does  in  the  case  of  Paul ; '  he  makes  the  whole  com- 
munity victims  of  the  persecution ;  and,  above  all,  he  finds  the 
point  of  difference  between  the  two  parties  in  no  religious  ques- 
tion at  all,  but  in  a  simple  matter  of  the  distribution  of  alms ; 
while  he  makes  the  Seven  not  the  representatives  of  a  party 
within  the  community,  but  oflScers  selected  by  all  the  faithful 
together,  and  consecrated  by  the  Apostles  themselves  with 
prayer  and  the  laying  on  of  hands.  Now  this  attempt  at 
concealment  is  the  very  best  evidence  of  the  fact  —  which 
peeps  through  the  narrative  in  spite  of  the  author — that  in 
the  community  at  Jerusalem,  even  in  the  first  period  of  its 
existence,  two  divergent  tendencies  were  gradually'  discerni- 
ble. In  general  terms  they  may  be  described  as  that  of  the 
Hebrews,  —  who  formed  the  great  majority,  recognized  the 
Twelve  as  their  leadei-s,  and  in  their  turn  exercised  a  marked 
influence  upon  them,  —  and  that  of  the  Grecians,  whose 
chiimpions  or  leaders  were  the  Seven. 

We  are  safe  in  assuming  that  all  the  Seven  were  Grecians. 
This  belief  is  suggested  by  their  names,  which  are  all  Greek ; 
for  though  Palestinian  Jews  had  sometimes  Greek  names,  as 
was  the  case  with  the  two  Apostles  Andrew  and  Philip  for  in- 
stance, yet  it  cannot  be  an  accident  that  there  is  not  a  single 
Hebrew  name  in  the  seven.  Besides,  we  are  expressly  told 
that  Nicolas  came  from  Antioch,  and  was  even  born  a  hea- 
then, while  Stephen  and  Philip  are  pointed  out  as  Greeks 

1  Gslatians  L  13.  s  Acte  vi.  5,  8,  10, 15.  "  AcU  xxi.  28,  21. 
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with  ttlmost  equal  certainty  by  the  circles  in  which  they  woiked 
and  the  whole  tone  of  their  teaching.  And  even  in  the  case 
of  the  other  four,  whose  names  alone  we  know,  the  circnm- 
stances  of  their  appointment  and  the  drift  of  the  story  which 
records  it  require  us  to  suppose  a  foreign  origin.  It  remains 
a  mystery  why  Barnabas,  himself  a  Grecian  Jew,  a  generous 
giver,  and  a  man  of  liberal  views,  does  not  appear  among  the 
Seven. 

And  now  the  question  forces  itself  upon  us  whether  com* 
plaints  about  the  distribution  of  alms  were  really  the  beginning 
of  the  whole  affair.  Many  have  traced  the  institution  of  the 
order  of  *' deacons"  in  the  appointment  of  the  Seven;  bat 
this  is  out  of  the  question.  It  would  be  more  to  the  point  to 
S])eak  of  ''  elders ; "  for  it  was  to  them,  according  to  a  later 
account.^  that  the  management  and  distribution  of  funds  for 
the  poor  was  entrusted  at  Jerusalem.  But  the  writer  evi- 
dently intends  to  i^epresent  the  office  of  the  Seven  (a  sacred 
number)  as  purely  local  and  temporary,  confined  to  Jerusalem, 
and  terminated  by  this  persecution.  Setting  this  point  aside 
then,  there  is  no  inherent  difficulty  in  believing  that  the  neg- 
lect of  the  Greek  widows  was  the  occasion  of  the  independent 
appearance  of  the  two  schools  ;  for  how  often  does  it  happen 
that  a  deep-seated  difference  is  first  openly  avowed  upon  some 
far  more  tnvial  occasion  than  the  one  we  are  now  considering  ! 
But,  unfortunately  for  our  belief  in  this  version  of  the  affair, 
there  is  a  somewhat  analogous  case  of  which  we  still  possess 
the  genuine  and  originaj  account  by  Paul ;  and  there  the  au- 
thor of  Acts  represents  a  split  which  was  really  caused  by  a 
conflict  of  principle  of  extreme  importance,  as  though  it  were 
occasioned  by  an  insignificant  disagreement  on  another  mat- 
ter.^ This  naturally  makes  us  suspicious  in  the  case  of  the 
Seven  also ;  and  when  we  look  a  little  closer  we  find  that  our 
author  yet  again  corrects  himself,  for  instead  of  making 
Stephen  busy  himself  with  distributing  the  gifts  of  love,  he 
represents  him  as  constantly  preaching  the  word  of  God. 
And  in  the  same  wa}*  he  speaks  of  Philip,  not  as  an  almoner 
but  as  a  preacher,  and  expressly  mentions  the  name  given 
him,  descriptive  of  his  office,  in  the  words,  ''  Philip  the  Evan- 
gelist, one  of  the  Seven."  •  That  sounds  exceedingly  like  a 
parallel  to  ''James  the  Apostle,  one  of  the  Twelve;"  and 
perhaps  we  must  look  upon  all  the  Seven  as  preachers.  The 
original  occasion,  then,  upon  which  they  came  forward  as 

1  Acts  xi.  30.  2  Acts  xv.  37  ft.  compared  with  GalatJjuu  U.  18, 14. 
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representatives  of  the  Greek  school  is  certainly  lost,  and  we 
must  regard  their  appointment  as  almoners  bj  the  community 
and  their  consecration  by  the  Apostles  as  a  fiction. 

We  have  frequently  spoken  of  two  schools  in  the  commu- 
nity, but  we  must  not  suppose  that  as  yet  there  was  any 
distinctly  marked  and  conscious  difference  of  view  between 
them.  What  difference  there  was,  was  rather  felt  and  to 
some  extent  manifested  in  the  mutual  bearing  of  the  parties 
than  clearly  expressed.  The  great  majority  of  the  followers 
of  Jesus  were  naturally  more  strict  in  the  observances  of  ex- 
ternal religion  in  the  rigidly  orthodox  Jerusalem  than  his  im- 
mediate associates  had  ever  been  in  Galilee.^  But  the  minority 
also  clustered  round  a  nucleus  of  peraonal  disciples  of  Jesus 
who  had  joined  him  earl}'  or  late  in  his  ministry,  and  had 
perhaps  grasped  his  principles  better  than  the  Twelve  had 
done ;  *  or  if  the}'  had  only  heard  and  seen  him  during  his 
stay  in  Jerusalem,  yet  the  manner  of  his  first  appearance 
there,  his  sayings  about  renewing  the  temple  and  about  sacri- 
fice, his  castigation  of  the  Pharisees,  and  much  more  besides, 
had  sufiSced  to  teach  them  his  spirit,* — and  the  minority  which 
gathered  round  them  moved  with  moie  freedom  than  the  rest. 
Inclination  and  capacity,  backed  by  a  certain  amount  of  gen- 
eral culture,  helped  towards  this  result.  If  they  cherished 
but  a  languid  interest  in  the  temple  service,  and  insisted  ex- 
clusively upon  conduct  in  harmony  with  the  (moral)  spirit 
of  the  Law,  they  felt  that  in  doing  so  they  were  bringing 
their  hearts  and  lives  into  sympathy  witli  the  prophets,  and 
above  all  with  the  Master  himself.  They  expected  that  when 
Jesus  returned,  "the  Law  and  the  prophets"  would  be  ful- 
filled in  this  moral  sense,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the  com- 
mandments of  men.  Though  they  had  not  the  least  idea  of 
detaching  themselves  from  their  people,  yet  we  may  gather 
from  the  discourse  of  Stephen,  from  what  we  are  soon  to  hear 
of  Philip,  and  from  the  course  of  events  at  Antioch,  that 
they  had  largely  overcome  their  national  exclusiveness  and 
were  quite  disposed  to  throw  open  the  approach  to  the  kingdom 
of  God  to  others  than  Jews ;  and  this  result  was  due  partly 
to  their  indifference  to  Levitical  purity,  which  was  the  great  wall 
of  partition  between  Israel  and  the  heathen,  partly  to  their 
strong  sense  of  the  stubbornness  displayed  by  Israel  against 
Moses  and  the  prophets,  against  Jesus  and  his  witnesses. 
But  all  this  does  not  imply  that  there  was  any  sharp  division 

1  See  pp.  211-216.  2.32,  276  ff.  a  See  pp.  184,  198,  302. 

•  See  pp.  365  ff.,  373,  431,  383-386,  218. 
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or  opposition  between  them  and  the  Hebrew  Itelieveis.  Far 
iVom  it.  But  it  was  the}'  who  first  preached  the  exclusive 
importance  of  a  life  in  the  Master's  spirit,  and  began  to  work 
out  or  appl}'  the  great  principle  involved  in  the  recognition 
of  the  Crucified  as  the  Messiah.^ 

And  now  that  we  understand  the  significance  of  this  re- 
cord and  of  the  person  of  Stephen,  and  observe  that  Paul 
took  an  active  part  in  his  execution  and  in  persecuting  his 
companions,  we  cannot  help  thinking  of  the  first  martyr's 
work  in  connection  with  that  of  the  Apostle  of  the  gentiles 
himself.  It  is  true  that  the  charge  preferred  against  Stephen, 
when  interpreted  by  his  own  defence,  indicates  a  position  far 
below  that  to  which  Paul  attained ;  for  in  Stephen  and  his 
friends  we  can  see  no  trace  of  the  great  Apostle's  doctrine 
concerning  the  Law,  the  crucifixion,  and  salvation  by  faith,  — 
of  his  piercing  insight,  his  undaunted  thoroughness,  his  defi- 
nite breach  with  Judaism.  Yet  ceitainly  Stephen  was  Paul's 
precursor,  and  we  have  now  witnessed  the  beginning  of  the 
new  work  of  the  Spirit,  the  first  sign  of  hfe  of  the  new  com- 
munit}'  of  the  Christ,  the  clear  indication  of  a  new  period  in 
the  history  of  the  Gospel. 

The  persecution  set  on  foot  against  a  portion  of  the  com- 
munity had,  as  usual,  exactl}*  the  opposite  efiTect  to  the  one 
intended.  When  Stephen  had  been  executed  and  several 
of  the  Grecians  thrown  into  prison  and  dragged  before  the 
tribunal,  a  considerable  number  of  the  believers,  feeling  that 
they  were  no  longer  safe  at  the  seat  of  orthodoxy,  left  Jeru- 
salem for  other  Judeean  cities,  and  in  some  cases  even  went 
to  Samaria.  And  wherever  they  went  or  stayed,  even  if  the3' 
did  not  come  forward  publicly  as  preachers,  they  could  not 
help  taking  such  opportunities  as  occurred  of  speaking  on  the 
subject  that  lay  next  their  hearts ;  and  thus  they  won  fresh 
followers  for  Jesus,  and  little  communities  were  formed  in 
various  places  in  the  Jewish  land. 

The  work  of  Philip  the  Evangelist,  one  of  the  Seven,  is  es^ 
pecially  commemorated.  He  went  to  a  city  in  Samaria, 
preached  Jesus  there  as  the  Messiah,  and  met  with  the  success 
that  might  have  been  anticipated  from  the  state  of  religious 
excitement  in  which  he  found  the  Samaritans.^  This  was  a 
great  step  in  advance,  and  a  proof  of  Philip's  freedom  of 
spirit.  Indeed,  the  writer  of  Acts  himself  desires  us  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  step  towards  preaching  to  the  gentiles;  for 
1  See  p.  493.  ^  See  p.  99. 
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tiioagh  the  Samaiitans  themselves  claimed  to  be  genuine 
Israelites,  though  they  worshipped  the  Lord,  practised  cir- 
cumcision, observed  all  the  law  of  Moses,  and  lived  in  expec- 
tation of  the  Messianic  kingdom,  yet  the  Jews  looked  upon 
them  as  no  better  than  heathen ;  and  what  is  more,  there  was 
not  a  Jew,  there  was  not  a  member  of  the  communitj',  not 
even  Philip  himself,  who  would  have  thought  for  a  moment 
of  reckoning  them  among  the  posterity  of  Abraham,  for 
whom  the  Messiah  and  his  salvation  were  supposed  to  be  ex- 
clusivelj'  destined.  So  now  the  narrow  circle  was  broken 
through  for  the  first  time,  and  the  approach  to  the  Messianic 
kingdon.  thrown  open  to  others  than  Jews.  The  honor  of  this 
decisive  step  belongs  to  Philip.  Yet  we  must  not  for  a  mo- 
ment suppose  that  he  had  definitely  relinquished  the  idea  of 
Israel's  hereditary  right  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  or  was  pre- 
pared to  go  forward,  without  shrinking,  and  accept  and 
preach  with  full  consciousness  the  principle  of  the  abandon- 
ment of  all  privileges  of  birth  or  nationality,  —  the  principle  of 
equality,  as  opposed  to  the  national  exclusiveness  and  pride 
of  the  Jews.  Philip's  large-heartedness  was  fostered,  as  we 
have  seen,  by  the  freer  conceptions  he  had  embraced,  and  he 
was  conscious  of  acting  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  Master ;  ^ 
but  he  was  far  from  realizing  the  full  significance  of  the  step 
to  which  he  was  impelled  by  his  love  of  Jesus  and  his  zeal  for 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

Details  are  wanting.  Our  author  only  cared  to  chronicle 
the  fact  itself.  He  does  not  even  tell  us  the  name  of  the 
city ;  he  simply  makes  his  usual  statement  that  Philip  per- 
formed miracles,  such  as  the  cure  of  man}'  demoniacs,  out 
of  whom  the  devils  came  with  piercing  shrieks,  and  of  many 
maimed  and  crippled  ones,  —  all  which  called  general  atten- 
tion to  his  preaching,  and  caused  great  joy  in  the  city. 

After  this  we  are  told  of  another  act  of  Philip,  which 
bears  witness  to  the  same  free  spirit.  The  supernatural  cir- 
cumstances by  which  it  is  surrounded  were  intended  to  make 
it  more  striking,  and  perhaps  clothe  it  with  the  divine  sanc- 
tion. An  angel  of  the  Lord,  we  are  told,  commanded  Philip 
to  leave  Samaria  and  hasten  southwards,  along  the  least  fre- 
quented of  the  roads  fh)m  Jerusalem  to  Gaza.  He  obeyed  ; 
and  in  doing  so  he  overtook  the  travelling  carriage  of  a  dis- 
tinguished Ethiopian, — the  chamberlain  and  first  treasurer 
of  the  Queen  of  Mero3,  who  was  called  (after  the  usual  cus- 
tom of  these  Ethiopian  princesses)  Candace.  Now,  although 
1  See  p.  301. 
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tilis  sit  anger  was  a  heathen,  —  that  is  to  say,  was  ancir- 
cumcised, — yet  he  worshipped  Israel's  God,  and  was  now 
returning  fVom  a  visit  to  the  temple.  There  he  sat,  with  a 
parchment-roll  in  his  hand,  reading  to  himself,  but  above 
his  breath,  as  he  drove  along.  The  roll  contained  the  prophe- 
cies of  Isaiah  in  the  Greek  version,  and  the  traveller  was 
reading  the  verses  that  describe  how  the  servant  of  the  Lord 
is  struck  down  without  complaint  or  resistance.^  Prompted 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  Philip  walked  beside  the  carriage,  and 
asked  the  great  officer  whether  he  understood  what  he  was 
reading;  and  he  answered  that  he  could  not  understand  it 
without  further  instruction,  begging  him  at  the  same  time  to 
take  the  seat  beside  him  and  explain  whether  the  prophet  was 
really  speaking  about  himself  or  some  one  else.  What  bet- 
ter opening  could  there  have  been  for  the  Evangelist  to  speak 
of  Jesus,  in  whom  that  passage  of  Scripture  was  fulfilled? 
He  found  a  grateful  hearer  in  the  chamberlain;  and  when 
a  few  hours  had  sped  by,  he  announced  himself  a  convert, 
and  desired  to  be  baptized.  They  were  close  by  a  stream ; 
the  Ethiopian  ordered  the  carriage  to  stop ;  the  two  descended, 
and  Philip  consecrated  his  companion  as  a  future  citizen  of 
the  kingdom  of  God.  But,  just  as  they  were  stepping  out  of 
the  water,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  suddenly  snatched  away  the 
preacher  miraculously,^  so  that  the  other  could  not  so  much 
as  take  leave  of  him,  but  was  left  to  continue  his  homeward 
journey  full  of  deep  joy  in  his  new  faith  in  Jesus.  Mean- 
while, Philip  was  transported  to  Ashdod,  at  a  distance  of  five 
or  six  leagues,  whence  he  journe3^ed  through  the  cities  near 
the  sea-coast,  preaching  eveiywhere,  till  he  came  to  Csesarea, 
a  city  largely  inhabited  by  heathen,  where  he  took  up  hia 
abode. 

Still  more  important  events  remain.  We  heard  just  now 
of  persecuted  brethren  scattered  over  Judsea  and  Samaria ; 
but  there  were  also  many  who  passed  the  boundaries  of  Jew- 
ish land  and  went  to  Phoenicia,  the  island  of  Cyprus,  and  An- 
tioch,  the  magnificent  capital  of  Syria.  Now  wherever  the3' 
went  they  preached  their  faith  to  the  Jews  of  the  place,  and  of 
course  to  lliem  only.  At  last,  however,  certain  Cyprians  and 
Cyrenseans,  who  had  formerly  been  attracted  to  Jerusalem  by 
religious  zeal,  and  were  now  expelled  from  it  by  religious 
rancor,  settled  in  Antioch,  and  there  began  to  speak  to  hea- 
then on  the  subject  of  their  faith,  and  to  preach  Jesus  and  his 
principles  and  kingdom  to  them.     They  experienced  God's 

^  See  Tvl.  a.  pp.  420,  42L  <  Compare  voL  ii  pp.  140, 158. 
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nnimstakable  support  and  blessing  we  are  told,  so  that  great 
numbers  belieVed,  renounced  their  idolatrj"  and  superstition, 
and  were  converted  to  the  Lord.  They  were  the  first-fruits 
of  the  mighty  harvest  that  the  heathen  world  should  yield ! 

What  we  said  of  Philip  is  still  more  applicable  here.  The 
step  was  of  incalculable  consequence  ;  for  the  writer  evidently 
means  that  these  heathen  were  not  compelled  or  even  urged 
to  submit  to  circumcision  and  other  Jewish  ordinances  as  a 
condition  of  their  admittance.  What  freedom  and  boldness, 
what  a  fine  spirit  of  humanity,  what  zeal  for  the  cause  of 
Jesus  on  the  part  of  the  preachers  all  this  shows!  We 
would  gladly  know  more  of  them,  but  have  only  the  name  of 
one,  —  Lucius  the  Cyrensean,  —  and  at  most  can  only  conjec- 
ture that  Barnabas  the  Cyprian  was  another.  Yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  must  not  suppose  that  these  men  had  arrived 
at  the  conviction  that  the  Law  was  annulled,  that  the  distinc- 
tion between  Jew  and  heathen  was  abolished,  and  that  hence- 
forth faith  must  be  the  onl}-  condition  of  admission  into  the 
kingdom  of  God.*  The  glorj'  of  first  discovering  and  preach- 
ing this  remains  with  Paul.  Indeed,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  accept  the  statement  that  a  community  of  Grecian  Jews 
and  uncircumcised  converts  was  formed  at  Antioch  in  any 
such  way  as  would  overshadow  the  services  of  Paul  or  rob  his 
aposileship  to  the  Gentiles  of  its  originality. 

Ere  long  we  shall  see  the  Apostle  of  the  gentiles  hurl  down 
the  wall  of  partition  ;  but  meanwhile  our  thoughte  involunta- 
rily turn  to  the  second  great  condition  which  made  it  possible 
to  preach  the  gospel  in  Greek  society,  —  the  condition  which 
must  have  moved  the  preachers  already  spoken  of,  and  with- 
out which  Paul,  in  spite  of  the  might  of  his  conviction,  would 
have  ploughed  upon  the  rocks !  This  second  condition  was 
the  sense  of  want  on  the  pLA  of  the  heathen  world  itself.  The 
capacity  for  receiving  the  gospel  lay  in  the  longing  for  a  deeper 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  a  purer  worship  of  the  Deity,  a 
mightier  support  for  the  moral  life,  and  a  firmer  foundation 
for  hope  in  the  fbture  than  the  ancient  and  superannuated  re- 
ligions could  give.*  Heathendom  was  ready  to  hear  of  the 
God  of  Jesus  and  the  kingdom  Jesus  came  to  establish. 

Had  not  the  gentile  world  been  straining  for  deliverance, 
how  could  the  religion  of  a  crucified  Jew  have  found  accept- 
ance with  it?  The  heathen  then  did  not  fail  on  their  side  to 
press  for  admission;  and  it  was  to  this  pressure  ferhaps, 
1  Compare  Galatuuu  ii.  13.  ^  See  p.  ? 
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more  than  to  an}' thing  else,  that  they  owed  their  participation 
in  the  kingdom  of  God.  This  fact  is  set  before  our  eyes  in  a 
miraculous  story,  from  which  we  may  perhaps  make  out  the 
views  of  the  liberal  school  before  Paul  as  to  me  conversion 
of  heathen.  We  will  give  it  as  it  appears  in  the  first  Gospel, 
and  therewith  close  t^is  chapter,  as  we  opened  it,  with  an 
emblematic  scene:  — 

Jesus  was  once  Journeying  in  a  heathen  land  (Phoenicia  ^) . 
A  woman  of  the  countrj^  came  to  him  and  cried :  ''  Have  pitj- 
on  me,  Lord,  thou  son  of  David  !  my  daughter  is  grievously 
afflicted  by  a  demon."  But  Jesus  did  not  answer  a  word. 
Then  his  disciples  came  to  him  and  said  :  "  Send  her  away, 
for  she  is  shouting  after  us;'*  upon  which  he  said:  ^^  I  am 
only  sent  to  the  lost  sheep  of  Israel's  house."  But  then  the 
woman  fell  at  his  feet  and  cried  imploringly :  '^Lord!  help 
me ! "  Jesus  still  refused.  "  We  may  not  take  the  children's 
bread,"  he  answered,  '*  and  throw  it  to  the  dogs  ; "  on  which 
she  said :  **  No,  Lord  !  but  the  dogs  may  have  the  fragments 
that  fall  from  tlie  table  of  their  masters."  Then  Jesus  yielded. 
*'  O  woman  !  great  is  your  faith,"  he  exclaimed ;  *'  3*our  pra^'er 
is  granted."     And  the  sufferer  was  healed. 

The  meaning  of  this  story,  which  Mark  reproduces  with 
sundry  modifications,  designed  for  the  most  part  to  soften 
the  harshness  of  the  expressions,  is  easy  to  perceive.  Against 
its  literal  truth  we  might  urge  the  title  of  son  of  David  "  given 
to  Jesus  by  a  heathen  woman ;  the  implication  that  his  mis- 
sion was  to  cure  diseases,  and  that  it  would  prejudice  his  own 
nation  if  he  helped  a  heathen  who  happened  to  be  thrown  in 
his  way ;  the  repulsive  harshness  and  national  arrogance  here 
attributed  to  the  Christ ;  and,  finally,  the  performance  of  the 
cure  at  a  distance.  All  these  difficulties  disappear  if  we 
accept  it  symbolically.  The  Phoenician  woman  becomes  the 
heathen  world  beseeching  the  Christ  to  rescue  her  children 
from  the  power  of  Satan.^  In  vain !  The  salvation  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  only  offered  to  the  children  of  the  house- 
hold (to  Israel),  not  to  the  dogs  (the  heathen).*  But  she 
perseveres ;  she  is  content  if  she  may  but  pick  up  the  chance 
fragments  that  fall  within  her  grasp ;  and  her  perseverance 
wins  the  day. 

Observe  that  this  healing  ih>m  a  distance,  —  that  is  to  say, 
this  benefit  conferred  upon  the  heathen  world  by  the  emissa- 
ries of  Jesus  and  not  b}^  him  in  person,* —  is  as  it  were  wrung 

1  See  pp.  281  £F.  *  Acts  xxvi  18 ;  oompue  op.  332-^4. 

«  Se«  p.  389 ;  Matthew  vii.  6 :  2  Peter  ii.  22.  «  See  p.  309. 
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fh>m  hiiAi,  that  is  from  his  community ;  and  that  as  3*et  there 
is  not  the  least  idea  of  placing  the  heathen  on  the  same  level 
with  the  Jews.  But  at  the  same  time  the  longing  for  salva- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  heathen  gives  the  actu^  proof  of 
their  equality,  nay,  their  superiority  for  a  time,  to  the  unbe- 
lieving Israel.  We  are  now  to  see  the  Apostle  of  the  hea- 
then vindicating  their  rights,  and  realizing  the  presentiment 
of  Jesus.  ^ 


Chapter  IV. 

THE   APOSTLE    OF   THE    GENTILES. 

Galatianb  I.  1&-20;   Acts  IX.  1-30. 

WHOM  have  we  to  thank  for  the  fact  that  the  name  and 
the  gospel  of  the  crucified  Galilaean  were  preached 
throughout  the  ancient  world,  triumphing  alike  over  supreme 
indifference  and  furious  hostilitj',  over  the  brilliance  of  sar- 
castic wit  and  the  bitterness  of  deadly  hatred  ?  Whose  fault 
is  it  that  the  purpose  of  Jesus  himself,  who  labored  to  found 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  not ''  a  religion,"  was  thwarted  by 
the  rise  under  his  name  of  a  new  and  separate  religion,  —  of 
the  Christian  church  and  the  church's  doctrines  ?  One  answer 
serves  for  both  these  questions,  for  they  indicate  the  twin 
results  of  the  rise  and  work  of  Paul. 

Of  Paul !  After  Jesus,  to  whom  he  himself  declared  that 
he  owed  all  he  was  and  all  he  had,  we  surely  are  acquainted 
with  no  mightier  personalit}'  than  Paul's.  B}*  turns  received 
with  acclamation  and  loaded  with  scorn  and  hatred,  Paul, 
with  his  giant  spirit  and  his  restless  energ}^  whether  compre- 
hended or  not,  has  directly*  or  indirectly  dominated  the  de- 
velopment of  Christianity;  and  to  this  very  day  the  great 
majority  of  believers  have  not  derived  their  knowledge  of  the 
Master  and  the  influence  it  exercises  upon  them  direct  from 
the  fountain  head,  —  that  is  to  say  from  the  Jesus  of  history 
himself,  —  but  rather  from  the  channels  cut  out  by  Paul  in  his 
conception  and  preaching  of  the  Christ. 

And  now  that  we  come  to  speak  of  Paul  we  have  firmer 
ground  beneath  our  feet  than  we  have  hitherto  trodden ;  for 
we  have  access  to  genuine  and  perfectly  trustworthy  sourcei 
1  See  pp.  301  ff.,  235,  236. 
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of  informatioi  abont  him  ;  and  consequently  his  image  stands 
before  us  in  much  sharper  and  clearer  outlines  than  that  of 
Jesus.  Though  many  details,  especially  concerning  his  out- 
ward lot,  are  doubtM  or  unknown,  3'et  his  own  words  give 
us  adequate  knowledge  of  his  character,  his  doctrine,  his 
work,  his  struggles,  and  much  else  of  extreme  importance. 

To  begin  with,  we  ask  who  he  was ;  and  we  hear  from  his 
own  mouth  ^  that  he  was  in  every  respect  of  purely  Jewish 
origin,  —  a  fact  to  which  he  evident^  attached  no  little  weight 
before  his  conversion.  Neither  he  nor  any  of  his  forefather 
had  belonged  to  the  Greek-speaking  Jews;  from  father  to 
son  thej*  had  all  been  Hebrews.  Still  less  was  there  a  single 
drop  of  foreign  blood  in  his  veins  which  could  give  a  pre- 
text for  disputing  his  claim  to  be  a  true  Israelite  and  member 
of  God's  chosen  people.  He  could  show  the  highest  patent 
of  nobilit}'  in  his  descent  from  Abraham,  and  the  title  it 
gave  him  as  a  son  of  the  promise,  an  heir  of  the  Messianic 
salvation. 

Sprung  from  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  circumcised  on  the 
eighth  day  after  his  birth,  he  had  been  brought  up  in  strict 
and  stern  compliance  with  the  ordinances  of  the  Law  and 
the  tradition,  for  which  he  earl}'  displayed  unbounded  reve- 
rence and  burning  zeal.  He  threw  himself  with  heart  and 
soul  into  the  Pharisaic  camp.  We  gather  from  the  line  of 
argument  adopted  in  his  letters,  and  from  the  scholastic 
learning  which  he  had  at  his  command,  that  he  was  educated 
as  a  Rabbd  ;  in  which  case  he  would  follow  the  usual  custom 
of  learning  a  trade,  which  subsequently  enabled  him  to  pro- 
vide for  his  own  support  on  his  missionary  joume3'8.  We 
think  of  him  as  a  city  child,  unacquainted  with  the  free, 
fresh  scenes  of  Nature  ;  and  we  know  that  he  could  not  boast 
of  a  powerful  frame,  an  impressive  cast  of  features,  or  other 
external  advantages. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  could  afterwards  declare  that  con- 
cerning the  Law  he  had  been  irreproachable  in  his  observ- 
ance of  the  commandments,  and  was  prominent  as  a  zealot 
among  his  contemporaries  and  associates.  He  was  a  spe- 
cially ardent  champion  for  the  maintenance  of  the  oral  law, 
and  against  every  thing  that  might  infringe  on  its  authority. 
Not  content  with  all  this,  he  was  stirred  by  his  zeal  for  Juda- 
ism to  take  a  prominent  part  in  the  persecution  of  the  com- 
munity  of  Jesus.     The  Master  himself  he  had  probably  never 

^  Bomans  xi.  1 ;  9  Corinthians  xi.  22;  GAlstitiu  i.  18, 14;  Philippiaiu  iii 
4-6  :  compare  pp.  85,  90,  91,  93,  94,  277,  606. 
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Been,  and  perhaps  had  heard  little  and  taken  no  special  no- 
tice of  him  daring  his  life.  He  certainly  took  no  part  in  his 
death,  and  was  not  present  on  the  occasion.  It  follows, 
therefore,  that  he  was  not  in  the  City  of  the  Temple  at  the 
FassoYcr  in  the  year  35  a.d.  At  what  period  he  became 
acquainted  with  the  sect  of  Nazarenes  we  do  not  know ;  but 
whenever  it  was,  he  was  so  deeply  shocked  in  his  inmost 
soul  by  the  preaching  of  the  Crucified,  that,  when  the  false  ^ 
doctrine  spread  and  the  Greek  Jews  that  it  counted  among 
its  adherents  began  to  attract  attention,  he  heartily  rejoiced 
in  the  violent  measures  taken  against  them,  and  even  gave 
them  a  powerful  stimulus  himself.  He  repeatedly  calls  him- 
self a  persecutor  of  the  conununity,  —  a  devastator  of  the 
faith. 

So  much  we  learn  directly  or  indirectly  from  his  own  let- 
ters. The  writer  of  Acts  gives  several  additional  particulars, 
telling  us  that  he  bore  the  Jewish  name  of  Saul  as  well  as 
his  better-known  name  of  Paul ;  that  he  was  a  tent-maker,  — 
a  trade,  observe,  which  was  poorl}^  paid,  but  left  the  mind 
free  for  deep  reflection,  —  and  that  he  had  inherited  the 
rights  of  Roman  citizenship  ^  from  his  father.  How  the  lat- 
ter had  acquired  them  we  are  not  told.  But  when  the  same 
author  tells  us  that  Paul  was  bom  in  Tarsus,  in  Cilicia,  it  is 
difficult  to  reconcile  the  statement  with  the  Apostle's  own 
repeated  assertion  that  he  was  a  Hebrew,  —  a  Hebrew  born 
of  Hebrews.  The  celebrated  ecclesiastical  father,  Jerome, 
noticed  this  contradiction,  and  therefore  followed  another 
tradition  which  pointed  to  the  Jewish  city  of  Giscala  as  the 
Apostle's  birthplace,  and  supposed  that  he  had  removed  to 
Tarsus  as  a  child.  This  only  very  partiall}'  removes  the  dif- 
ficulty. It  makes  very  little  diff*erence,  however,  whether  he 
saw  the  light  at  Tarsus  or  not ;  for  liiough  this  city  was  a 
considerable  place,  rejoicing  in  special  immunities,  —  a  centre 
of  commercial  industry,  a  seat  of  philosophy  and  general  cul- 
ture sometimes  mentioned  in  a  breath  with  Athens  and  Alex- 
andria, and  the  cradle  of  sundry  men  of  distinction,  — yet  in 
an}'  case  Paul's  education  and  development  were  quite  unin- 
fluenced by  Greek  culture.  He  was  a  stranger  to  Greek 
philosophy,  literature,  and  eloquence,  and  even  after  he  had 
spent  years  in  the  society  of  Greeks  he  still  had  great  diflS- 
culty  in  writing  their  language,  and  nearly  always  dictated 
his  letters.^    Finally,  we  are  told  in  Acts  that  he  was  edu- 

1  See  p.  2. 

*  GaUtians  vi.  11;  Philemon  verse  19;  Romans  xvi.  22;  1  Corinthians  xvi 
21. 
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cated  io  Jerusalem,  in  the  school  of  Gamaliel,  and  was  still 
young  at  the  time  of  Stephen's  martyrdom.  Against  this  It 
may  be  ui^ed  that  he  shows  no  signs  of  having  paid  any 
attention  to  the  Baptist,  and  was  not  at  Jerusalem  when 
Jesus  was  crucified.* 

What  changed  this  persecutor  of  the  community  into  the 
most  zealous  of  all  the  preachers  of  that  faith  which  he  had 
formerly  laid  waste?  To  this  great  question  we  have  un- 
fortunately no  direct  answer  from  the  man  himself.  »  He 
simply  tells  us  in  general  terms  that  God  had  destined  and 
formed  him  from  his  birth  for  the  Apostolate,  and  emphati- 
cally denies  that  he  was  brought  to  better  thoughts,  or  that 
his  views  of  the  gospel  had  been  determined  or  modified  after 
his  conversion  by  the  influence,  the  preaching,  or  the  explana- 
tions of  any  Apostle,  Evangelist,  or  other  believer  whatever. 
We  also  note  that  he  was  at  Damascus  when  the  great  revo- 
lution in  his  faith  took  place ;  and  that  when  Jesus,  whom  he 
had  previousl}'  regarded  as  a  blasphemer,  became  to  him  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  he  verj'  soon,  if  not  immediately, 
felt  impelled  to  take  up  the  mission  to  the  heathen  as  his 
special  task.*       \ 

The  book  of  Acts^n  the  contrary,  goes  into  detail  upon 
this  point.  So  deeplydoes  the  author  feel  the  importance  of 
vindicating  against  the  Jewish-Christians  Paul's  immediate 
call  to  his  office  by  the  Christ,  that  he  gives  the  storj'  of  his 
conversion  three  times  over,  —  once  in  the  course  of  the  his- 
tory, and  twice  afterwards  in  addresses  which  he  puts  upon 
the  lips  of  Paul.* 

When  Saul  had  witnessed  the  stoning  of  the  first  martj-r, 
says  the  book  of  Acts,  he  was  filled  with  rage  against  the 
community ;  brolse  in  upon  the  faithful  from  house  to  house, 
armed  with  the  high  priest's  authority ;  dragged  men,  and 
even  women,  before  the  authorities  to  be  hurled  into  prison ; 
rejoiced  when  they  were  put  to  death ;  had  many  of  them 
scourged  in  the  synagogues,  or  compelled  them  to  revile 
Jesus  as  a  false  prophet ;  and  even  followed  up  the  persecu- 
tion into  foreign  cities.  Thus,  he  asked  and  obtained  a 
written  commission  from  the  high  priest  or  the  Sanhedrim  to 
present  to  the  chiefs  of  the  synagogues  at  Damascus,  eight 
days'  journey  from  Jerusalem ;  hoping,  with  such  credentials, 
to  succeed  in  bringing  any  followers  of  the  Nazarene  he 

1  Philemon  verse  9.  ^  Galatians  i.  12, 15-17 

•  Acts  ix.  1  ff.,  xxii.  3  ff.,  xxvi.  9  ff. 
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migHt  find  there,  whether  man  or  woman,  in  chains  to  Jeru- 
salem. But  as  he  was  on  his  way,  and  had  ahnost  reached 
Damascus,  there  suddenly  shone  and  streamed  about  him  a 
light  before  which  the  blaze  of  the  mid-day  sun  grew  pale. 
It  was  the  divine  glory  that  surrounds  the  exalted  Christ. 
He  fell  to  the  earth  and  heard  a  voice  crj^^ :  "  Saul,  Saul !  why 
persecutest  thou  me?  "  *'  Who  art  thou.  Lord?  "  he  replied 
in  ten*or.  ^^I  am  Jesus,  whom  thou  persecutest,"  said  the 
voice.  ''It  is  hard  for  thee  to  kick  against  the  pricks;** 
(that  is  to  say,  *'  It  is  vain  for  thee  to  endeavor  to  resist  mj' 
power,  like  an  obstinate  bullock  kicking  against  the  ox- 
goad.")  "Lord,  what  wouldst  thou  have  me  to  do?"  he 
asked.  '*  Stand  up ! "  was  the  reply,  ''  and  go  into  Damas- 
cus, where  the  task  laid  on  thee  by  God  will  be  told  thee." 
Then  Saul  arose,  but  the  heavenly  glory  had  struck  him 
blind,  and  his  companions  had  to  lead  him  by  the  hand. 

They  took  him  into  the  city,  to  what  was  called  the  Straight 
Street,  and  to  the  house  of  a  certain  Judas,  where  he  spent 
three  days  in  contemplation  and  prayer,  in  total  blindness, 
and  too  much  depressed,  ashamed,  and  bewildered  to  eat  or 
drink.  Then,  as  he  prayed,  he  had  a  vision  in  which  a  cer- 
tain Ananias,  a  follower  of  Jesus,  came  to  him  to  lay  his 
hands  upon  him  and  restore  his  sight.  At  the  very  same 
moment  the  Lord  appeared  to  this  Ananias  himself,  who  was 
a  man  of  rigid  piety  according  to  the  Law,  and  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  the  Jews  of  Damascus.  lie  commanded  him 
to  go  to  Saul,  and  told  him  in  what  street  and  house  he  would 
find  him.  Ananias  pleaded  that  Saul  was  a  furious  perse- 
cutor ;  but  the  Lord  onl}'  'repeated  his  conmiand  the  more 
emphatically,  and  assured  him  that  his  former  adversary  was 
to  be  a  chosen  instrument  for  the  [)reaching  of  the  Christ  to 
heathen,  to  kings,  and  to  Israelites,  and  would  brave  suflTer- 
ings  both  manifold  and  heav}-  in  the  cause.  Ananias  obeyed, 
came  to  Saul  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  and  laid  his  hands  upon 
him.  Then  it  seemed  as  if  scales  fell  from  the  eyes  of  Saul ; 
and  when  Ananias  told  him  of  his  mission,  and  the  glorious 
task  that  awaited  him,  he  rose  up  and  was  baptized,  and  then 
refreshed  himself  with  food. 

So  far  the  author  of  Acts.  We  have  combined  his  three 
narratiyes  into  one,  so  as  to  miss  nothing ;  but  may  notice 
that  he  shows  great  carelessness  in  saying  on  one  occasion 
that  Saul's  companions  fell  down  with  him  to  the  earth  on 
seeing  the  heavenly  gloiy,  and  on  another  that  they  stood 
still  in  bewilderment ;  on  one  that  they  heard  the  voice  but 
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saw  no  one,  on  another  that  they  saw  the  light  but  heard 
no  one  speak.  In  other  respects  the  emphasis  falls  upon  dif- 
ferent speakers  in  the  narrative,  accorcUng  to  tne  audience 
and  the  purpose  which  have  drawn  it  forth.  ^  As  for  its 
credibility,  we  cannot  believe  that  the  Christ  really  appeared 
to  Paul  and  conversed  with  him,  as  the  author  represents,  and 
struck  him  blind  by  his  glor}-.  Again,  we  know  upon  Paul's 
own  authority  that  the  part  here  played  by  Ananias,  if 
not  his  ver}'  existence,  is  a  pure  fiction ;  for  he  tells  us  ex- 
pressly that  no  man  whatsoever  exercised  any  influence  upon 
this  crisis  of  his  life.  But  in  spite  of  all  this  it  is  not  im- 
possible that  a  trustworthy  tradition  lies  at  the  foundation  of 
this  story  of  the  vision  near  Damascus,  —  a  tradition  drawn 
fh)m  Paul's  own  preaching,  but  afterwards  elaborated  and 
embellished ;  for  we  maj*  regard  it  as  almost  certain  that  he 
saw  the  exalted  Christ  in  a  vision  at  the  time  of  his  conver- 
sion.^ Paul  himself  of  course  believed  that  the  Chnst  had 
come  in  person  from  above,  had  revealed  himself  to  him,  and 
suddenly  arrested  him  in  his  cai-eer ;  but  we,  on  the  other 
hand,  feel  bound  to  attempt  the  explanation  both  of  the 
vision  and  the  conversion  from  Paul's  own  inner  life.  The 
materials  are  supplied  by  his  own  letters,  and  especlallj* 
the  information  thej'  give  us  as  to  his  general  conceptions 
p.nd  style  of  argument,  his  character  and  physical  con- 
stitution, his  relations  with  the  Twelve,  and  other  such 
circumstances. 

Let  us  give  a  concise  account  of  what  we  gather  fh>m 
these  sources. 

Why  was  Paul  such  a  furious  persecutor  of  the  community  ? 
Could  he  conceive  of  any  more  joyful  and  glorious  news  than 
that  which  had  called  the  community  into  life  and  still  sus- 
tained it,  to  which  its  spokesmen  and  the  very  fact  of  its  ex- 
istence bore  ceaseless  and  emphatic  testimony?  Could  any 
thing  be  more  welcome  to  him  than  the  news  that  he  who  was 
to  mount  the  throne  of  the  Messiah  had  come  in  very  truth, 
as  the  fullest  pledge  *  of  the  instant  dawn  of  the  Golden  Age  ? 
No!  He  could  conceive  no  news  more  glorious,  —  if  only 
he  could  have  believed  it !  But  the  Nazarene  had  died  upon 
the  cross,  and  thereby  had  proved  himself  a  lying  prophet. 
Before  as  well  as  after  Paul's  conversion  the  death  of  Jesus 

1  See  chap.  X.  p.  611. 

*  1  Corinthians  xv.  8,  ix.  1;  compare  2  Corinthians  xii.  L 

•  See  p.  64. 
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on  the  cross  was  anqaestionably  tbe  one  point  upon  which  the 
whole  thing  seemed  to  him  to  hinge. ^  One  would  judge  from 
his  letters  that  Jesus  onlj*  came  for  the  sake  of  being  crucified 
and  raised  up  from  the  shadow-land ;  and  just  as  the  cross 
was  afterwards  his  glory,  so  it  was  his  one  great  stumbling- 
block  while  he  still  retained  his  Jewish  Messianic  beliefe. 
Surely  this  preaching  of  a  Messiah  who  had  suffered  an  infa- 
mous death  must  have  appeared  to  him  as  sometliing  worse 
than  an  absurdit}',  —  as  a  positive  abomination.  Even  the 
Twelve  of  course  saw  that  the  cross  was  in  direct  contradic- 
tion with  the  traditional  doctrine  of  retribution  and  the  na- 
tional exi>ectations ;  and  the  truth  was  that  they  had  never 
been  able  to  remove  this  contradiction.  Alt  they  could  do 
was  to  throw  the  blame  upon  the  people  and  their  leaders ; 
declare  that  the  resurrection  had  annulled  the  cross ;  appeal  to 
the  Scripture  in  proof  that  it  had  all  been  preordained  and 
foretold  by  God  ;  *  and  probably  add  that  the  death  of  Jesus 
had  been  a  sacrifice  of  atonement  for  the  people's  want  of 
obedience '  (as  indicated  in  the  prophecy  about  the  serA'ant 
of  the  Lord) ,  while  at  the  same  time  it  was  the  sacrifice  to 
initiate  the  glorious  kingdom  of  God.*  But  Paul  was  far  too 
keen-sighted  and  deep- thinking  a  theologian  to  be  content 
with  so  superficial  and  undecided  a  view.  If  we  put  ourselves 
into  the  Jewish  attitude  of  mind,  —  that  is  to  say,  if  we  see 
and  endeavor  to  demonstrate  a  special  deed  of  God  and  there- 
fore a  special  di\ine  purpose  in  such  an  event,  —  we  shall 
soon  perceive  that  a  philosophic  nature  like  Paul's,  accus- 
tomed to  weigh  and  to  think  out  the  consequences  of  every 
thing,  could  not  rest  in  such  evasions.  For  if  they  repre- 
sented the  case  truly,  then  this  death,  the  death  of  the  Son  of 
God  upon  the  cross,  would  after  all  be  largely  accidental  and 
arbitrary,  and  the  Christ  would  have  died  without  any  suificient 
cause,  —  would  have  died  for  nothing.^  Paul  saw  that  who- 
ever accepted  this  Nazarene  whom  the  Law  had  condemned 
and  loaded  with  its  curse  placed  himself  outside  the  Law  b}^ 
that  very  fact,  and  renounced  his  allegiance  to  it.  The  Greek- 
speaking  members  of  the  community  were  already  beginning 
to  show  what  it  must  come  to.  In  fact,  the  persecutor  had 
at  least  a  presentiment  that  if  the  crucified  leader  were  really 

1  1  Corinthians  i.  18,  23,  24,  ii.  2;  Galatians  yi.  14,  e<  ieq, 
3  See  pp.  46i,  475,  486,  494^96,  507,  508,  516. 

'  1  CoroDthianB  xr.  3;  Revelation  v.  9,  et  »eq. ;  compare  vol.  ii.  pp.  420-425. 
^16. 

«  See  p.  416.  »  GalaUans  ii.  21. 
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the  Christ,  then  the  great  and  vital  question,  ^^  How  am  I  to 
be  justified  before  God?"  would  have  to  receive  a  very  differ- 
ent answer  from  the  one  it  had  hitherto  met.  Not,  ''By 
strict  observance  of  the  Law  of  the  Lord,"  but,  "  B}'  ac- 
cepting in  faith  what  God  has  given  me  in  this  death."  In 
that  case  the  cross  would  open  a  new  way  to  salvation ;  and 
God  would  have  said  to  men  on  Golgotha :  ''  To  accomplish 
your  own  justification  is  an  impossibility.  Here  I  myself  am 
offering  the  great  and  only  sacrifice  of  atonement  not  only 
for  individual  shortcomings,  but  as  a  substitute  for  your  own 
righteousness."  In  that  case  it  would  be  impossible  and  im- 
pious to  abide  by  the  Law,  for  whoever  sought  salvation  b3' 
the  Law  would  be  admitting  that  his  Messiah  had  died  for 
nothing.  And  what  must  this  lead  to?  Any  one  who  be> 
came  an  adherent  of  the  Crucified,  in  giving  up  salvation  by 
the  Law  must  give  up  every  thing,  including  all  his  national 
privileges,  with  it,  —  for  he  must  look  upon  Jew  and  heathen 
as  alike  before  God ;  he  must  regard  the  pai'tition  wall  be- 
tween them  as  thrown  down;  he  could  have  no  possible 
reason  for  confining  the  Christ  and  his  salvation  to  Abraham's 
posteritj^  which  would  have  no  special  merit  more  than  others  ; 
for  the  divine  grace  would  be  the  sole  means  of  deliverance 
to  all  alike.  In  a  word,  the  preaching  of  a  crucified  Messiah 
drew  with  it  the  overthrow  of  the  whole  Jewish  religion. 
Awaj^  then  with  so  pestilent  a  heresy ! 

Such  were  the  thoughts  which  rose  before  the  mind  of  Paul ; 
not  at  first  of  course,  in  perfect  clearness  and  in  all  their 
scope,  but  more  as  a  presentiment,  vague  at  first,  but  grad- 
ually gaining  distinctness.  What  choice  had  he  but  to  perse- 
cute? And  3'et,  after  all,  was  it  so  absolutely  and  obviously 
impossible  that  God  had  really  sent  a  new  and  higher  revela- 
tion in  this  death  upon  the  cross?  Had  he  himself  found 
peace,  real  peace,  in  this  righteousness  of  the  Law  ?  Did  it 
quench  his  burning  thirst  for  truth  and  holiness,  give  rest  to 
his  tossed  and  harassed  soul,  and  reconcile  him  with  his  God? 
Alas,  it  did  not!  His  unswerving  loyalty  to  truth,  his  in- 
tense religious  feeling,  forced  this  answer  from  him.  And 
then  as  he  fought  against  these  Nazarenes,  not  only  with  out- 
ward force,  but  with  the  weapons  of  argument  and  Scripture, 
as  he  stood  up  against  them  in  the  synagogues  to  drive  them 
to  bay  with  his  incisive  arguments,  new  difficulties  rose  before 
him.  There  in  the  Scripture  stood  the  suffering  servant  of  the 
Lord  by  the  side  of  the  mighty  son  of  David  I  He  himself 
yearned  for  the  Messianic  salvation ;  but  he  well  knew  that  it 
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oould  onlj'  be  given  to  a  righteous  people :  and  was  Israel 
either  righteous  now,  or  in  the  way  of  becoming  so?  Alas, 
no !  Then  what  if  God  —  inasmuch  as  the  previously  offered 
and  accepted  means  of  salvation,  namely  the  Law,  had 
proved  inadequate  —  had  really  opened  this  new  way  ?  What 
if  the  great  Redeemer  and  Comforter,  before  appearing  in  his 
glory,  had  indeed  died  a  death  of  atonement,  and  so  had 
opened  the  kingdom  of  God  to  the  unrighteous,  and  put  all 
who  believed  in  him  into  their  true  relationship  towards  God 
by  the  force  of  this  their  faith?  And  did  not  all  that  ho 
heard  of  Jesus  from  the  mouth  of  his  followers,  his  golden 
sa3ings  and  his  holy  life,  his  gentleness  and  power,  his  self- 
consecration  and  obedience,  make  an  impression  of  perfect 
righteousness  upon  him  which  he  could  not  shake  off?  No ! 
it  was  impossible.  The  Law  and  the  cross  were  and  must 
remain  in  irreconcilable  contradiction.  It  was  impossible ; 
for  it  would  involve  the  annulling  of  the  dispensation  or- 
dained by  God  for  salvation,  and  the  cancelling  of  Israel's 
election.  But  then  if  for  a  moment  Jesus  were  supposed 
really  to  be  the  Messiah,  would  not  the  cross  be  as  much  or- 
dained by  God  for  salvation  as  the  Law  had  been  ?  And  was 
it  so  certain  that  the  calling  of  the  heathen  was  no  part  of  the 
divine  scheme?  Well,  be  all  that  as  it  might,  what  really 
settled  the  whole  matter  was  that  the  cross  itself  proved  this 
Nazarene  not  to  be  the  Messiah.  That  cross  was  an  unmis- 
takable judgment  of  God  against  him ;  was  the  irrefragable 
proof,  which  all  might  read,  that  God  had  rejected  him.  Now 
his  own  disciples  admitted  that  all  this  would  be  unanswera- 
ble had  not  God  raised  him  up  again  !  '*  But,"  said  they,  *'  he 
rose  again  and  we  saw  him !  Peter,  the  Twelve,  more  than 
five  hundred  brethren  at  once,  James,  all  the  Apostles.  He 
appeared  to  us  in  glory  from  on  high ! "  A  lie !  cried  the 
persecutor.  But  could  he  really-  abide  by  this  answer?  A 
lie?  There  was  nothing  of  the  impostor  in  what  he  had 
picked  up  or  heard  about  the  Master,  nor  was  there  any  ap- 
pearance of  deceit  in  what  he  saw  of  the  disciples.  Suppose 
he  really  had  risen !  Then  all  would  be  clear  enough.  Why 
should  not  it  be  true  ? 

No,  it  could  not  be  true !  He  would  not  suffer  the  thought 
for  a  single  moment.  His  zeal  for  the  Law  and  the  tradition 
waked  with  fresh  force  within  him.  Awa}'  with  these  here- 
tics !  Search  them  out !  force  them  to  revile  this  Jesus !  and 
if  they  will  not,  hurl  them  into  prison  and  condemn  them  to 
death !     His  fury  was  redoubled  b}'  the  very  fact  of  his  vacil* 
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lation.  Now  Paul  was  a  man  of  nervous  and  excitable  tem- 
perament, —  an  impetuous  and  fier}-  spirit  iu  a  weak  body- 
More  than  once,  in  times  of  great  perplexity  or  at  dangerous 
crises,  his  sj'-stem  was  so  overwrought  that  he  became  deaf 
and  blind  to  the  external  world,  while  visions  or  i-evelations 
were  for  a  time  vouchsafed  to  him,  and  utter  prostration  mib- 
sequently  paid  the  price  of  the  strain.^  Moreover,  this  un- 
wearied and  impetuous  zealot,  for  what  he  held  to  be  the  truth 
of  God,  was  of  any  thing  but  a  cruel  disposition.  On  the 
contrary-,  the  utmost  tenderness  and  depth  of  feeling  and  the 
truest  humanit}'  were  a  part  of  his  character,  and  he  must 
have  done  violence  to  his  own  nature  in  becoming  a  persecu- 
tor.' And  when  he  witnessed  the  joj-ful  security,  the  exalted 
might  of  faith,  the  peaceful  courage  in  the  fkce  of  death  which 
characterized  the  martyrs,*  how  could  he  help  being  constantly 
shaken  in  his  purpose  and  his  conviction?  Suppose  this 
Jesus  really  had  risen  again  and  appeared  to  his  fiiends ! 
In  that  case  he  (Paul)  had  been  fighting  against  God  up  to 
that  hour,  and  was  fighting  against  Him  still !  But  it  could 
not  be!  He  must  not  and  would  not  admit  the  thought! 
Meanwhile,  as  he  set  his  teeth  against  the  nascent  conviction, 
the  image  of  the  risen  Master,  shining  with  the  glory  of  hea- 
ven, laid  hold  of  his  imagination  in  spite  of  himself.  The 
strain  increased.  Determined  to  smother  his  own  doubts,  he 
journeyed  to  the  distant  Damascus  to  persecute  the  fugitives 
even  there !  On  his  way,  all  that  he  had  thought  and  lived 
and  fought  through  rushed  once  more  upon  his  soul.  That 
question,  *'  What  if  he  really  did  ?  "  forced  itself  into  his  nund, 
do  what  he  would.  The  witness  of  the  Scripture ;  the  ac- 
counts he  had  heard  of  the  Nazarcne ;  the  experiences  of  his 
own  heart ;  the  fervid  longing  of  his  own  soul ;  the  invincible 
faith  and  courage  of  the  disciples ;  the  scenes  of  tenx)r  which 
he  himself  was  on  the  point  of  renewing ;  the  image  of  the 
glorified  One  as  he  was  said  to  have  appeared,  —  all  these 
things  chased  each  other  through  his  brain.  This  resurrec- 
tion !  It  was  there  that  the  whole  matter  lay !  Damascus 
was  already  before  him ;  but  the  tension  had  now  reached  its 
limit !  It  was  as  if  the  heavenly  glory  burst  upon  his  strain- 
ing ej^e,  while  the  words  broke  upon  his  ear:  ^'Saul,  Saull 
why  persecutest  thou  me  ?  " 
The  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  was  born ! 

1  Compare  Galatians  11.  2 ;  2  Corinthians  x.  10,  xii.  1  ff. 
3  2  Corinthians  xi.  29;  Komans  ix.  2,  3. 
f  See  p.  508. 
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We  haye  endeavored  to  throw  light  upon  Paul's  gospel ; ' 
that  IS  to  say,  his  characteristic  and  original  insight  into  the 
Christian  truth  by  his  conversion,  and  again  to  explain  his 
conversion  by  the  nature  of  his  gospel.  The  truth  of  the 
explanation,  considered  as  a  mental  history,  is  guaranteed  in 
its  main  features  by  this  harmony.  Paul's  persecuting  zeal 
shows  that  from  the  first  he  perceived  that  belief  in  a  crucified 
Messiah  was  incompatible  with  the  Jewish  religion.  And  his 
special  call  to  preach  the  Son  of  God  to  the  heathen  is  an 
equally  strong  proof  of  the  same  fact. 

But  we  must  not  infer  that  when  the  great  change  had 
taken  place  within  him  he  was  at  once  perfectly  clear  as  to 
his  faith,  —  knew  what  to  think  upon  erery  point,  —  and,  in  a 
word,  had  arrived  at  such  consistent  and  satisfactory  views 
that  he  was  prepared  to  preach  the  Christ  immediately.  It 
was  impossible!  The  shock  was  so  violent,  the  revolution 
seemed  so  enormous,  the  necessity  of  recovering  himself — 
of  reckoning  with  his  own  past  self,  of  finding  his  bearings  in 
this  new  religious  world  —  was  so  great,  that  he  must  cer- 
tainly- have  withdrawn  for  some  considerable  time.  For,  in 
the  first  place,  much  of  what  we  have  said  as  to  the  signifi- 
cance and  consequences  of  faith  in  the  Crucified  may  not 
have  risen  before  the  mind  of  Paul  with  any  sharpness  of 
outline  until  after  his  conversion ;  and,  at  an}'  rate,  as  long 
as  he  rejected  the  faith  many  of  its  consequences  can  onl}' 
have  been  dimly  felt  by  him ;  nor  can  the}-  have  combined 
into  a  distinct  and  definite  conception  until  that  faith  had 
become  his  own,  and  had  been  fortified  in  his  heart  against 
all  assaults  of  doubt.  Hitherto  he  had  regarded  these  things 
with  a  hostile  eye,  and  had  only  forced  them  to  their  results 
to  show  how  bad  they  were.  It  was  very  different  to  think 
them  over  and  think  them  through  with  sympathetic  earnest- 
ness, now  that  they  had  acquired  the  intensest  fascination  for 
him.  And  since  he  never  doubted  for  a  moment,  to  the  very 
last,  in  the  divine  origin  of  the  Law  and  the  prophets,  he 
must  have  been  keenly  sensible  of  a  difficulty  which  impera- 
tively demanded  a  solution.  It  was  the  difficulty  of  bringing 
God's  ancient  revelation  into  its  true  connection  with  the  new 
one,  and  so  explaining  the  significance  and  intention  of  the 
first  as  to  make  its  transitory  office  consistent  with  its  divine 
character.  Only  by  solving  this  problem  could  he  gain  a  con- 
viction as  firm,  as  compact,  and  as  completely  rounded  as  the 
one  he  had  relinquished. 

1  RomaiM  ii.  16,  zvL  26 ,  3  Corinthians  iv.  a,  xi.  4 ;  GaUlians  i.  11, 12, 6,  ii.  2. 7. 
VOL.  III.  28 
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At  the  same  time  he  knew  very  well  that  it  would  be  use- 
less  to  seek  the  light  he  needed  from  men,  —  from  flesh  and 
blood,  as  he  expressed  it.^  That  was  certain.  He  was  not 
at  all  the  man  to  surrender  himself  to  another's  guidance 
and  walk  bj*  another's  light.  Besides,  even  had  it  been  oth- 
erwise, he  could  not  possibh^  have  expected  any  help  from  the 
Twelve  ;  for  thej'  still  failed  to  see  even  as  much  as  his  eyes, 
quickened  by  hostilitj',  had  discerned  before  his  conversion, 
when  he  was  still  a  persecutor.  They  still  failed  to  see  that 
whoever  became  an  adherent  of  the  Crucified  had  broken  with 
the  Law,  and  must  regard  the  cross  as  the  greatest  deed  of 
God.  So  he  left  the  busy  Damascus  and  betook  himself  to 
Arabia,  to  some  quiet  place  in  the  neighborhood.  Here  he 
remained  a  considerable  time,  and  the  interval  of  repose  bore 
rich  fruits  for  his  inner  life  ;  so  that  when  he  returned  to  active 
work  he  had  in  truth  become  a  new  man,  and  was  fully 
equipped  with  his  new  conviction.  During  the  next  five-and- 
tweuty  3'ears  he  was  far  from  standing  still.  He  expanded 
and  consolidated  his  views  in  the  midst  of  his  restless  activ- 
it}',  and  indeed  in  consequence  of  it,  and  more  especially  in 
the  course  of  the  hot  controversies  in  which  he  was  involved. 
But  it  was  now  that  the  great  revolution  took  place,  and  that 
the  formation  of  his  views  and  character  alike  was  completed 
in  principle  and  in  essence. 

We  must  rememl)er  that  this  transition  involved  a  com- 
plete change  in  the  foundations  alike  of  his  religious  and  his 
moral  life,  and  therefore  an  enormous  strain,  not  only  upon 
his  intellectual  but  still  more  upon  his  moral  powers.  Was 
it  not  a  sublime  resolve,  involving  the  stern  suppression  of 
all  self-love  and  self-satisfaction,  thus  to  break  with  his  own 
past,  unconditionally  to  relinquish  all  the  results  of  his  ser- 
vices, all  in  which  he  had  hitherto  gloried,  to  which  he  had 
devoted  himself  with  heart  and  soul,  and  in  which  he  had 
excelled  so  many  of  his  companions,  henceforth  to  find  shame 
and  humiliation  in  the  prosecuting  zeal  that  had  been  his 
gloiy?*  The  substance  of  his  preaching  henceforth  ran: 
"•  Not  by  the  Law,  but  by  grace,  not  by  works,  but  b}'  faith, 
we  are  saved  ;  and  therefore  all  distinction  between  Jew  and 
heathen  is  henceforth  abolished !  "  And  this  shows  that  the 
Jew  within  him  had  died  for  ever ;  but  not,  we  may  be  sure, 
without  causing  him  the  deepest  trouble  and  affliction  of  soul, 
—  not  without  a  long  and  desperate  wrestle  for  the  very  life 

1  Galatians  i.  16,  17 ;  compare  n.  319. 

s  Philippians  iii.  4  ff. ;  3  Cforinthians  zi.  21  ff. ;  Galatians  i.  13.  14. 
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All  this  he  ascribed  to  the  influence  of  the  cross  upon  him. 
His  whole  soul  turned  to  the  Christ  who  had  suffered  himself 
to  be  nailed  to  the  cross  in  obedience  to  God  and  in  love  to 
mankind,  and  had  taken  pity  upon  him,  his  enemy  and  perse- 
cutor. Nay,  he  felt  so  closely  bound  to  him  that  it  was  as  if 
he  had  himself  been  crucified  with  him,  or  in  his  person  ;  had 
died  with  him  to  the  Law,  to  the  world,  and  to  sin  ;  had  risen 
with  him  from  the  regions  of  the  dead,  henceforth  a  new  man, 
living  like  the  Christ,  and  with  him,  to  God  alone.  He  felt 
himself  in  such  close  communion  with  Christ  that  it  was  as  if 
his  former  self — the  self-seeking  Jew  —  had  gone,  and  as  if 
Christ  himself  lived  henceforth  in  him.^  Did  not  the  spirit 
of  Christ  —  and  what  was  that  but  Christ  himself  ?  —  work  in 
him  and  control  him  more  and  more  ?  The  life  he  now  lived 
was  in  truth  a  new,  a  holy,  an  eternal  life,  free  from  the  Law 
with  its  restraints  and  curse.  He  no  longer  knew  any  thing 
of  a  Lawgiver  in  heaven,  whom  he  must  serve  in  trembling, 
but  only  of  a  Father  whose  grace  was  his  all,  love  of  whom 
was  now  the  principle  of  his  obedience  and  of  his  whole  moral 
life,  whose  Spirit  dwelt  in  him  as  the  pledge  of  a  blessud 
future.  The  Law  could  not  form  man  to  obedience,  for  man's 
carnal  nature  —  the  fountain  and  the  seat  of  sin  —  made  the 
Law  powerless.  But  when  Christ  laid  aside  upon  the  crov»s 
the  flesh,  the  carnal  nature,  which  he  had  received  at  his 
birth,  then  upon  that  same  cross  the  carnal  nature  of  all  who 
should  cleave  to  him  and  become  one  with  him  was  as  good 
as  slain,  and  with  the  flesh  the  power  of  sin  was  destroyed. 
Then  they  might  not,  and  could  not,  fail  any  longer  to  live 
for  God  by  the  Spirit.*  Thus  the  whole  inner  lite  of  Paul 
hinged  upon  the  contrast  between  Law  and  faith,  sin  and 
grace,  flesh  and  spirit,  Adam  and  Christ.^  Adam  was  the 
representative  of  the  old,  carnal,  sinful  race  of  man  ;  Christ 
of  the  new,  spiritual,  and  holy  race  that  would  be  revealed  in 
all  its  glory  at  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  To  Christ, 
this  second  Adam,  Paul  ascribed  a  pre-existence  in  heaven, 
as  the  Son  of  God  or  type  of  humanit>%  before  he  took  upon 
himself  the  carnal  nature  in  order  to  redeem  the  posteritj*  of 
Adam.^  Like  all  the  believers,  he  expected  him  to  return 
from  heaven  shortly-,  to  complete  the  work  of  salvation. 
Meanwhile,  it  was  his  task  to  preach  this  Christ  to  the  world, 

1  Galatians  vi.  14,  ii.  19,  20;  2  CoriDthians  v.  U  ff.;  Romans  vL  4  fF. 

<  Romans  viiL  1  ff.;  2  Corinthians  i.  22;  Galatians  v.  5. 
>  1  Corim  hians  xv.  21  fL,  45  ff . ;  Romans  v.  12  ff. 

<  Galatians  iv.  4;  1  Corinthians  xv.  47;  2  Corinthians  viii.  9;  Romans  viii 
I    Philippians  ii.  5  ff. 
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efipeciall}'  to  the  heathen  world,  hitherto  deprived  of  the  glad 
tidings,  —  80  that  when  he  shoald  oome  he  might  find  the  world 
prepared  and  believing. 

How  long  Paul  sta3'ed  in  Arabia  we  do  not  know ;  bat  it  must 
have  been  several  months,  and  perhaps  a  year  or  two.  He  was 
probably  residing  all  this  time  in  some  village  on  the  great 
plain  that  stretches  south-west  of  the  river  Euphrates,  and  is 
known  as  the  Arabian  desert.  There  he  supported  himself  by 
his  trade,  while  his  heart  and  head  were  ceaselessl}' busied  with 
deep  speculations,  with  the  <>xamination  of  the  Scripture,  with 
the  internal  conflict  of  his  soul,  and  with  prayer  to  God.  As 
soon  as  he  bad  come  to  a  clear  and  definite  conclusion,  he 
came  back  from  his  retirement,  a  new  man  in  very  truth, 
and  began  the  work  of  his  Lord.  He  chose  Damascus,  the 
nearest  great  city,  —  Damascus  which  he  had  once  before 
approached  upon  so  different  a  mission,  —  as  the  scene  of 
his  first  labors.  And  here  for  the  first  time,  accordingl}",  the 
Christ  was  preached  to  the  heathen  world  by  a  preacher  who 
distinctly  knew  what  he  was  doing,  and  did  it  on  the  strength 
of  an  established  principle.  For  though  Paul  may  have  cho- 
sen the  synagogue  as  his  basis,  there  is  no  reasonable  doubt 
that  from  the  first  he  appeared  as  the  Apostle  of  the  heathen.^ 
Bat  it  appears  that  before  long  his  preaching  was  impeded, 
aud  his  life,  or  at  least  his  liberty,  very  seriously  threatened, 
«iO  that  he  determined  to  fly.  He  tells  us  himself^  that  the 
governor  of  King  Aretas,  to  whose  territorj-  Damascus  just 
then  at  an}'  rate  belonged,  had  set  watches  at  the  gates  of  the 
city  to  seize  him.  But  he  succeeded  in  reaching  the  house 
of  a  friend  who  lived  on  the  walls ;  and  thence,  under  cover 
of  the  darkness,  he  was  let  down  in  a  basket  from  a  window 
in  the  wall  and  escaped.  Then  he  went  to  Jerusalem.  He 
had  not  been  there  since  his  conversion,  now  three  years  ago. 
He  had  not  the  least  intention  of  preaching  in  the  city,  for 
the  field  of  his  labors  lay  not  there ;  but  he  desired  to  make 
acquaintance  with  Peter,  the  most  prominent  of  the  inner 
circle  of  the  friends  and  disciples  of  Jesus.  So  he  stayed 
with  him  in  his  own  house ;  but  he  met  none  of  the  other 
Apostles  only  James  the  brother  of  Jesus,  who  stood  with 
Peter  at  the  head  ef  the  community  of  Jerusalem.  It  seems, 
therefore,  that  he  kept  his  visit  a  secret,  and  avoided  contact 
both  with  his  former  associates  and  with  the  community. 
After  a  visit  of  only  fifteen  days,  he  left  his  host  and  the  City 
of  the  Temple,  again  to  devote  all  his  powers  to  his  task  aa 

^  GaUtians  L  16.  >  2  Corinthians  xi.  32,  33;  compare  p.  122. 
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the  Apostle  of  the  heatheu,  —  this  time  in  the  regions  of  Syria 
and  Cilieia. 

But  before  accompanying  Paul  upon  his  journey,  we  must 
mention  that  the  writer  of  Acts  gives  an  account  of  what 
took  place  after  the  conversion,  which  differs  widely,  and 
evidently  not  by  accident,  from  that  of  the  Apostle  himself. 
He  omits  ever}'  thing  that  Paul  urges  in  proof  of  his  origi- 
nality and  independence  of  the  Twelve.  His  retirement,  his 
stay  in  Arabia,  his  three  years'  absence  from  Jerusalem,  the 
privacy  of  his  intercourse  with  Peter,  —  all  disappear  without 
a  trace  !  He  is  made  to  come  forward  at  Damascus,  without 
any  interval,  and  begin  preaching  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ. 
Aforeover,  his  preaching  is  directed  to  the  Jews,  who  are  full 
of  amazement  to  hear  him  say  these  things,  and,  since  they 
cannot  refute  him,  make  a  murderous  design  against  his  life. 
He  escapes,  as  above  described,  and  goes  to  Jerusalem  to 
join  the  community  there.  But  the  brethren  are  suspicious 
of  him  until  Barnabas  introduces  him  to  the  Apostles,  tells 
them  how  Christ  appeared  to  the  persecutor,  and  how  he  hits 
since  been  preaching  at  Damascus.  Thus  introduced  and 
recommended,  he  associates  on  intimate  terms  with  the 
Twelve,  preaches  with  them  in  Jerusalem  and  the  neighbor- 
hood,^ and  directs  his  special  efforts  to  the  conversion  of  the 
Greek  Jews ;  but  they  plot  against  his  life,  upon  which  the 
brethren  safely  convey  him  to  CsBsarea)  and  send  him  to  hie 
native  city.  Tarsus.  This  account,  as  we  see  at  once,  con- 
tradicts that  of  Paul  himself  in  almost  every  particular, 
though  the  Apostle  certifies  the  truth  of  his  own  statement  in 
the  most  solemn  manner:  ^^  As  for  what  I  am  writing,  be- 
hold !  I  declare  before  God  that  I  lie  not."  Elsewhere,^  in  a 
speech  he  puts  upon  the  lips  of  Paul,  the  author  still  more 
evidently  betrays  his  design  of  making  his  readers  suppose 
that  Paul  did  not  begin  preaching  to  the  heathen  at  once  and 
of  his  own  motion,  but  onl,y  in  consequence  of  the  obstinate 
resistance  of  the  Jews,  and  verj'  much  against  his  own  de- 
sires and  intentions;  for  he  makes  him  say  that  after  his 
conversion  he  returned  to  Jerusalem,  and  that  as  he  was 
praying  in  the  temple  he  saw  the  Christ,  in  a  transport,  and 
that  he  commanded  him  to  leave  the  city  at  once,  for  he  would 
not  get  a  hearing  there.  He  urged  that,  since  the  people  of 
Jerusalem  had  known  him  as  a  furious  persecutor,  they  could 
not  fad  to  attach  importance  to  his  preaching  now.  But  it 
was  all  in  vain ;  he  must  travel  far  away  to  the  heathen  ! 

1  Acts  ix.  S8  (read  *' coming  in  and  going  out  of  Jernsalem*');  compart 
xxYi.  aO.  ^  Acts  x^.  17-Sl. 
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Chapter  V. 

THB.  FIRST  MISSION  TO  THE   HEATHEN. 

Galatia»8  I.  21-24 ;  Acts  XI.  22-30,  XII.  24-XIV. ;  Lukb  X.  1  ff.. 

17-20. 

PAUL  himself  onl}'  gives  us  a  few  of  the  leading  facts  that 
relate  to  his  appearing  as  a  missionary  m  the  regions 
of  SjTia  andCilicia, — to  his  preaching  and  his  fortunes  there, 
or  in  general  to  the  opening  period  of  his  labors  as  the  Apostle 
of  the  gentiles,  —  and  even  what  he  does  tell  us  comes  out 
for  the  most  part  incidentall}'.  The  only  point  upon  which 
he  lays  any  stress  is  the  absolute  independence  which  always 
characterized  his  work.  He  did  not  stand  in  anj'  position  of 
dependence  whatever  to  the  Twelve  or  the  primitive  com- 
munity. He  had  received  no  commission,  no  instructions,  no 
hints  from  them ;  and  what  is  more  he  did  not  once  go  to 
Jerusalem  during  the  whole  of  this  period  of  eleven  years. 
Very  possibl}'  he  was  not  in  any  kind  of  communication  with 
the  believers  there ;  for  when  we  read  that  the  communities 
of  Judaea,  to  whom  he  was  not  so  much  as  known  by  face, 
hearing  that  the  former  persecutor  was  now  a  preacher  of 
faith  in  the  Crucified,  glorified  God  in  him,  we  cannot  help 
suspecting  that  the}'  were  but  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the 
substance  of  his  preaching,  for  otherwise  their  satisfaction 
would  have  been  far  from  unmingled.  Paul  informs  us  fur- 
ther that  his  work  was  richly  blessed,  —  an  unmistakable  sign 
of  the  Divine  approval,  —  so  that  at  the  close  of  these  eleven 
years  his  gospel  was  spread  in  man}'  quarters  among  the 
heathen,  and  he  had  established  numerous  communities.^ 
His  headquarters  were  at  Antioch.'  Of  his  numerous  fellow- 
laborers  he  only  mentions  three ;  namely,  Barnabas,  Titus, — 
a  bom  heathen,  whom  he  had  probably  converted  himself, 
since  he  certainly  was  not  subjected  either  to  the  Law  or  to 
circumcision,  —  and  Timotheus,  a  convert  of  his  own  and 
afterward  his  ft-equent  travelling  companion.'  As  we  go  on 
we  shall  frequently  meet  with  these  three  men,  as  well  as  other 
friends  and  assistants  of  Paul. 

1  Oalatians  ii.  2,  7,  8.  >  Galatiaos  ii.  II,  13. 

*  Galatians  ii.  1,  3,  13 ;  1  Corinthians  W.  17 ;  compare  2  Corinthiana  ii.  lo, 
$tteq. 
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Tbe  \K)ok  of  Acts  makes  up  b}'  its  fulness  for  the  meagre- 
ness  of  Paul's  own  i^tatements ;  and  fortunatel}-  it  contains 
mach  that  we  msiy  safely  accept  as  true  concerning  this 
period.  But  this  does  not  ap[)ly  to  its  version  of  the  begin- 
ning of  the  mission ;  for  there  the  originalitj'  of  Paul's  gospel 
is  again  obscured  and  his  own  statements  contradicted.  We 
are  told  that  Barnabas  was  sent  to  Antioch  bj  the  primitive 
community,  in  consequence  of  a  report  that  a  body  of  con- 
verted heathen  had  been  formed  there,*  and  that  he  rejoiced 
in  this  extension  of  the  gospel,  and  confirmed  the  new  disci- 
ples in  their  faith.  But  as  their  numbers  rapidly  increased 
he  went  to  Tarsus  to  find  Saul,  and  brought  him  back  with 
him  to  the  capital  of  Syria,  where  the}'  both  took  part  in  the 
meetings  of  the  faithful  for  a  full  year,  and  instructed  a  great 
multitude.  The  inter|X)sition  of  Barnabas,  by  whose  side  at 
first  Saul  takes  a  second  place,  is  open  to  almost  as  grea": 
suspicion  here  as  in  the  passage  where  he  is  represented  as 
introducing  Saul  to  the  Apostles ;  and  this  early  interference 
with  the  communit}'  at  Antioch,  on  the  part  of  the  believers 
at  Jerusalem,  dispatching  Barnabas  as  their  plenipotentiary, 
cannot  be  accepted  with  any  confidence.  After  the  end  of 
that  3'ear,  continues  the  author,  there  came  certain  prophets 
to  Antioch  from  the  Cit}*  of  the  Temple.  One  of  these  inspired 
men,  whose  name  was  Agabus,  foretold  a  universal  famine. 
So  the  believers  determined,  each  according  to  his  means, 
to  make  contributions  to  alleviate  the  sufi'erings  that  threat- 
ened the  communities  in  Judaea,  and  to  send  the  money  to 
their  elders.  Barnabas  and  Saul  brought  it  over  Just  at  the 
time  of  the  mart3Tdom  of  James  and  the  imprisonment  and 
deliverance  of  Peter;  and  when  they  had  acquitted  them- 
selves of  their  task,  they  returned  to  their  own  sphere  of 
labor,  taking  with  them  a  certain  John  Mark,  —  probably  the 
same  who  is  elsewhere  called  the  nephew  of  Barnabas.''  It  is 
true  that  in  the  fourth  year  of  Claudius  (44  a.d.)  there  was 
a  famine  in  Judaea,  though  not  all  over  the  world  ;  but  Paul 
was  never  at  Jerusalem  during  the  whole  period  now  under 
discussion.  The  sequel  of  the  histor}^  will  make  the  origin 
and  purpose  of  this  misrepresentation  quite  clear.* 

But  our  author  is  perfectly  right  in  bringing  out  the  ex- 
treme importance  of  Antioch  as  the  base  and  centre  of  Paul's 
work,  and  of  the  conversion  of  the  heathen  generall}^  in  this 
important  initial  period.     Here,  he  tells  us,  die  disciples  first 

1  See  p.  517.  *  Colossians  iv.  10 ;  compare  p.  600. 

*  See  chapter  z.  p.  611. 
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received  the  name  of  Christians ;  by  which  be  means  that 
here  the  gospel  first  detached  itself  from  Judaism  and  as- 
serted its  place  in  the  public  estimation  as  a  new  and  inde- 
pendent movement.  And  it  is  certainly  a  fact  that  whereas 
the  earliest  confessors  of  Jesus  at  Jerusalem  gradually  fell 
more  and  more  completely  under  the  influence  of  the  syna- 
gogue, as  we  shall  presently  see,  Antioch  became  the  true 
cradle  and  nursery  of  Christianity^.  Here,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  Paul,  Christianity  sprang  into  life  as  a  new  religion. 
In  a  certain  sense  this  name  of  Christian  oVed  its  origin  to  a 
blunder.  As  Herodian  was  derived  from  Herod  and  Pompeian 
from  Pompe^',  so  Christian  was  denved  from  Christ,  under 
the  erroneous  impression  that  it  was  a  proper  name  ;  whereas 
it  was  really,  of  course,  nothing  but  the  Greek  translation  of 
Messiah  (anointed),  and  simply  indicates  the  rank  of  Jesus 
as  monarch  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  This  name  was  given 
to  the  believers  by  their  heathen  fellow-citizens  in  mockery, 
because  they  were  always  speaking  of  Christ  as  their  lord  ; 
but  they  themselves  soon  adopted  the  name  as  a  badge  of 
honor.  It  was  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  new  religious 
movement  to  possess  a  name  and  a  flag  of  its  own,  so  to 
speak.  Some  scholars  think  the  name  must  have  been  coined 
at  Rome,  and  not  at  Antioch,  because  of  the  Latin  termina- 
tion an.  Finally,  we  ma}'  remark  that  Antioch  was  the  first 
city  in  the  world  after  Rome  and  Alexandria,  was  the  cap- 
ital of  the  East,  had  half  a  million  of  inhabitants,  and  was  a 
centre  of  Greek  culture.  It  was  in  every  waj'  qualified  for 
the  part  it  had  to  play  in  the  histoiy  of  Christianity.  But 
we  must  not  suppose  that  the  community  consisted  entirely 
of  heathen,  whether  Greeks  or  Syrians,  for  the  numerous 
Jewish  population  also  contributed  its  share.  All  the  behev- 
ers,  however,  held  brotherly  intercourse  with  one  another ;  * 
circumcision  and  the  laws  as  to  food  and  cleanliness  gaTe 
place  to  faith  ;  the  life  of  love  superseded  the  narrow  worship 
of  forms ;  and  national  exclusiveness  was  expelled  by  the 
common  hope  in  the  Christ  and  his  salvation. 

But  now  let  us  listen  to  the  author  of  Acts  without  flirther 
interrupting  him ! 

The  leaders  of  the  community  —  whether  prophets  who 
spoke  by  the  Spirit  in  inspired  words,  or  teachers  who  provi- 
ded instruction  —  were  Barnabas,  Simeon  Niger  (that  is  thi 
hlack)^  Lucius  of  CjTcne,  Menahem,  foster  brother  or  play- 
1  Galatians  ii.  12, 13, 16. 
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fellow  of  Herod  Antipas,  and  Saul.  Now,  as  they  were  all 
conscientiously'  performing  their  tasks,  the  command  came  to 
them  by  divine  inspiration  to  separate  Barnabas  and  Saul 
for  the  work  to  which  the  Holy  Spirit  had  called  them.  It 
was  a  missionar}^  journey ;  and  the  two  were  consecrated  to 
the  task  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  with  prayer  and  fasting. 

John  Mark  accompanied  them  as  their  attendant,  to  per- 
form baptisms  and  do  other  subordinate  work;  and  they 
embarked  at  Seleucia  for  Cyprus,  the  native  countr}*  of  Bar- 
nabas and  other  Christians  of  Antioch.  They  landed  at  Sal- 
amis,  where  the}'  preached  in  the  synagogues ;  and  then  they 
travi^lled  through  the  island  from  east  to  west  till  they  came 
to  Paphos,  where  the  Roman  governor  resided.  Now  Ser- 
gius  Paulus,  who  held  the  post  of  governor  at  the  time,  was 
a  discerning  man,  and  he  summoned  Paul  and  Barnabas  into 
his  presence  and  lent  an  ear  to  their  preaching  of  Christ. 
But  a  certain  Jewish  magician  and  false  prophet,  Barjesus, 
or  £lymas  as  he  called  himself  (this  name  being  the  Arabic 
for  sage)^  was  staying  with  the  governor;  and  as  he  was 
afraid  of  losing  his  influence,  he  opposed  the  new  comers, 
and  tried  to  make  the  Roman  adverse  to  the  faith.  But  Saul 
rebuked  the  wicked  deceiver  with  the  utmost  severity  and 
struck  him  with  temporal  blindness,  thereby  removing  the 
last  trace  of  hesitation  from  the  governor's  mind.  Here  we 
may  notice  that  Saul  is  henceforth  called  hy  his  Roman  name 
of  Paul,  as  appropriate  to  the  Apostle  of  the  heathen,  and 
perhaps  also  to  commemorate  the  conversion  of  Sergius 
Paulus,  the  first  distinguished  heathen  convert.  Henceforth, 
too,  both  on  this  journey  and  afterwai-ds,  Paul  becomes  the 
principal  actor. 

At  Paphos  they  embarked  again  and  landed  at  Perge,  in 
Pamphylia ;  but  here  John  deserted  them  and  went  back  to 
Jerusalem.  Paul  and  Barnabas,  nothing  daunted,  continued 
their  joume}'  northward  till  the}'  reached  Antioch-in-Pisidia. 
Here  they  went  to  the  synagogue  upon  the  Sabbath,  and 
after  the  passages  from  the  Law  and  I^ophets  had  been  read 
they  were  invited  by  the  superintendent  to  address  the  con- 
gregation.^ Paul  began,  and  reminded  them  of  all  God's 
benefits  to  Israel  from  the  time  of  bondage  in  Egypt  down  to 
the  days  of  David ;  and  then  spoke  of  Jesus  as  the  promised 
Saviour  of  David's  house,  preceded  and  announced  by  John 
the  Baptist,  and  now  preached  to  them,  the  Jews  and  prose- 
lytes of  Asia.     The  people  of  Jerusalem  and  their  leaders 

1  Compare  pp.  140,  141. 
23* 
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had  indeed  condemned  this  Jesus,  innocent  as  he  was ;  had 
given  him  to  Pilate  to  be  put  to  death,  and  had  buried 
him.  AH  this  they  had  done  in  their  ignorance,  though  in 
accordance  with  the  predictions  of  the  Scripture.  But  God 
had  raised  him  up  again ;  he  had  appeared  to  his  faithful 
fi-iends,  and  was  now  being  preached  in  that  s3'nagogue  as 
the  fulfilment  of  God's  promises  in  the  Psalms  and  in  the 
Prophets,'  especially  by  his  resurrection.  Through  him, 
therefore,  there  was  forgiveness  of  sins ;  and  in  all  those 
respects  in  which  the  law  of  Moses  fell  short  of  justifjing 
man,  he  might  be  justified  by  God  through  faith  in  Christ. 
But  woe  to  him  who  rejected  him!  After  this  discourse 
Paul  and  Barnabas  left  the  synagogue,  but  not  till  the  urgent 
request  of  their  hearers  had  drawn  from  them  a  promise  to 
renew  their  preaching  on  the  following  Sabbath.  Many  Jews 
and  proselytes  went  with  them  at  once  and  were  corapletelj 
converted.  Next  week  almost  the  whole  cit}^  had  assembled 
at  the  house  of  pra3'er.  This  offended  the  Jews,  who  desired 
to  exclude  the  heathen  fi-om  the  Messianic  salvation.  80 
they  opposed  Paul  and  reviled  Jesus.  Then  the  two  preach- 
ers roundly  declared  that,  though  the  gospel  must  certainly 
be  offered  first  to  the  Jews  upon  ever)"  occasion,  yet  since 
they  rejected  it  and  excluded  themselves  they  were  fully  jus- 
tified in  preaching  to  the  heathen,  according  to  the  ancient 
oracle.*  What  joyful  words  tor  the  heathen!  Many  of 
them  believed.  The  word  of  the  Lord  spread  through  Pisidia. 
But  the  Jews  induced  some  distinguished  women  of  heathen 
birth,  but  Jewish  faith,  to  incite  the  authorities  to  persecute 
and  expel  Paul  and  Barnabas,  who  shook  the  dust  off  their 
feet  as  a  testimony  against  their  obstinate  opponents,'  and 
went  on  to  Iconium,  the  capital  of  Lycaonia,  leaving  a  grate- 
ful community  full  of  promise  behind  them.  Here  again  they 
preached  in  the  synagogue,  converted  a  great  number  of 
Jews  and  heathen,  and  remained  a  considerable  time  un- 
dismayed by  the  hostility  of  a  host  of  Jews  and  the  heathen 
they  stirred  up  ;  for  they  were  encouraged  by  the  supix^it  of 
the  Lord  who  gave  them  power  to  perform  signs  and  won- 
ders. The  city  was  divided  into  two  camps,  for  and  against 
the  Apostles.  But  when  they  heard  of  a  design  to  maltreat 
and  stone  them,  they  fled  to  two  other  cities  of  the  same  dis- 
trict, —  Lystra  and  Derbe,  —  where  they  came  forward  again 
as  bearers  of  the  gospel. 

1  Psalms  ii.  7,  xvi.  10;  IsaUh  Iv.  8.  *  Isaiah  xliz.  6. 

•  See  pp.  182-184. 
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At  Lystra  an  unhappy  man,  who  had  been  a  crtpple  from 
his  birth,  was  among  their  heai*ers.  Paul  turned  a  searching 
glanoe  upon  him,  saw  that  he  had  faith  to  be  cured,  and  cried 
aloud,  "Stand  up  on  3'our  feet!"  He  sprang  up  instantly 
and  walked  like  a  sound  man.  The  multitudes,  on  witness- 
ing this  miraculous  cure,  raised  the  cry,  "  They  are  gods  who 
have  come  down  to  us  in  human  form  !  "  They  held  Barna- 
bas for  Zons  (Jupiter) ,  the  highest  of  the  gods,  and  Paul,  as 
the  spokesman,  for  Hermes  (Mercury),  the  interpreter  and 
messenger  of  the  gods ;  but  since  the}-  spoke  in  their  own 
dialect  the  Apostles  did  not  understand  them,  and  only  saw 
what  they  were  about  when  the  priest  of  Zeus  brought  oxen 
and  wreaths  of  flowers  to  the  gates  of  the  temple  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  city,  and  was  going  to  offer  a  sacrifice  to  them 
at  the  head  of  the  multitudes.  Deeply  shocked  and  full  of 
indignation,  Barnabas  and  Paul  tore  their  garments  and  rushed 
out  among  the  people,  exclaiming:  '^  Stop,  stop!  We  are 
men  like  3'ourselves,  and  our  very  purpose  in  coming  to  you 
was  to  make  you  forsake  these  false  deities  and  turn  to  the 
true  God,  the  Creator  of  all  things,  who  has  hitherto  held 
back  all  knowledge  of  himself  from  3'ou,  but  yet  has  not  been 
without  witness  in  his  countless  benefits  to  3'ou."  With  such 
words  they  barely  succeeded  in  drawing  the  people  from  their 
purpose.  In  this  way  general  attention  was  immediately 
fixed  upon  them,  and  their  labors  were  not  fruitless.  A  com- 
munity of  believers  was  established,  and  one  of  its  most 
promising  members  was  a  certain  Timotheus,  the  uncircum- 
cised  son  of  a  heathen  and  a  Jewess.  His  pious  mother  and 
grandmother,  who  were  both  converted  likewise,  are  else- 
where called  £unice  and  Lois.*  But  before  long  a  violent  end 
was  put  to  the  work  at  Lystra.  Certain  Jews  came  from  An- 
tioch  and  Iconium,  and  incited  the  multitudes  to  stone  Paul, 
after  which  the}-  dragged  him  out  of  the  city  and  left  him  for 
dead.  But  he  still  lived ;  and  as  the  disciples  stood  around 
him  in  sorrow,  he  rose  up  and  entered  the  city  ;  but  left  it  on 
the  following  morning  for  Derbe,  in  company  with  Barnabas. 
Here,  too,  they  stayed  some  time  and  made  man^*  converts, 
among  whom  a  certain  Gains  is  mentioned  b}-  name.* 

After  this  they  returned  by  the  same  route,  strengthening 
their  converts  in  the  faith  at  Lystra,  Iconium,  and  Antioch, 
and  exhorting  them  to  be  patient  under  the  oppression  they 
must  still  expect  before  the  kingdom  of  God  should  come. 
Aft;er  choosing  elders  in  each  community  to  manage  its  af« 

A  Acts  xvi.  1,  3 ;  2  Timothy  i.  5.  s  Acts  xx.  4. 
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fairs,  the},  took  leave  of  the  brethren ,  commending  them  with 
prayer  and  fasting  to  the  Lord  in  whom  they  now  believed. 
Thus  they  returned  to  Perge,  in  Pamph3'lia,  where  they 
preached  once  more,  and  then  took  ship  at  Attalia  for  An- 
tioch,  whence  they  had  originally  been  sent  out  on  their  mis- 
sionary work.  With  thankful  hearts  they  recounted  to  the 
assembled  brethren  all  that  God  had  done  concerning  them, 
and  how  he  had  permitted  the  heathen  to  embrace  the  faith. 
Then  they  settled  for  a  time  in  Antioch  again. 

"With  two  reservations  we  may  accept  this  narrative  as 
substantially^  true.  The  first  reservation  refers  to  the  mira- 
cles; the  second  to  Paul's  method  as  a  missionar}*.  The 
miracles  are  not  mere  involuntary  embellishments  of  the  story ; 
they  are  something  else  and  something  more.  It  is  a  pari 
of  the  scheme  of  the  book  of  Acts  deliberate^  to  ascribe  to 
Paul,  on  these  and  subsequent  occasions,  the  same  or  similai 
miracles  to  those  which  have  already  been  ascribed  to  Peter. 
The  judgment  upon  P21ymas  corresponds  to  that  upon  Ananias, 
the  cure  of  the  cripple  at  Lystra  to  that  of  the  beggar  at  the 
gate  Beautiful.^  This  remark  will  be  found  to  throw  light 
upon  many  details,  alike  in  what  we  have  ah-eady  heard  and 
in  what  is  still  to  come.  For  instance,  Peter,  as  we  shall 
presently  see,^  had  to  contend  with  a  sorcerer  and  to  reject 
divine  honors,  just  as  Paul  does  here.  Again,  Paul's  method 
in  preaching  is  misrepresented  with  equal  deliberation.  In 
the  first  place  he  is  made  the  emissary  of  others,  and  at  first 
subordinate  to  Barnabas,  —  he  who  took  such  pride  in  his  in 
dependence  of  all  human  authority  !  But  it  is  far  more  impor- 
tant yet  to  observe  that  the  discourses  put  into  his  mouth  are 
entirely  without  the  strongly-marked  peculiarities  of  his  very 
characteristic  style  and  spirit.  There  is  nothing  distinctive!}* 
Pauline  in  them.  Even  upon  the  single  occasion  when  he  is 
made  to  speak  of  the  truly  Pauline  doctrine  of  justification, 
a  more  or  less  marked  Jewish-Christian  coloring  is  given  to 
his  words. •  But  the  most  important  point  of  all  is,  that, 
throughout  this  narrative  and  the  whole  book  of  Acts,  Paul  is 
made  to  follow  the  fixed  rule  of  addressing  himself  to  the  Jews 
first,  and  never  feels  at  liberty  to  go  to  the  heathen  until  the 
Jews  have  rejected  him,  —  he  who,  according  to  the  genuine 
sources  of  information,  was  profoundly  conscious  of  being 
called  distinctly  as  the  Apostle  to  the  heathen,  and  woulri  no 

1  Compare  p.  537  with  p.  491,  and  p.  589  with  p.  494. 

3  Acts  viii.  18  ff.,  x.  25,  26;  see  chapters  x.  p.  611,  and  vi.  p.  544. 

>  Compare  p.  537  with  p.  625. 
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ioiiger  hear  of  any  distinction  between  Jew  and  Gentile,  or 
any  privilege  of  the  former  over  the  latter !  ^  These  depar- 
tures from  the  historical  facts  are  eminently  suited  to  reveal 
the  character  of  the  Acts,  the  true  significance  of  this 
book,  and  the  prevailing  current  of  feeling  in  the  post- 
apostolic  age. 

In  other  respects  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  fidelity  of 
the  account  of  this  journey.  A  trustworthy  tradition  doubt- 
less lies  at  its  foundation,  especially  as  regards  the  principal 
places  which  Paul  and  Barnabas  visited.  The  time  occupied 
b^'  the  expedition  must  have  been  many  months,  and  may 
have  been  several  yeai*s,  but  we  have  no  longer  the  means  of 
determining  it.  That  the  missionaries  started  from  Autioch 
with  a  special  view  to  the  conversion  of  the  heathen  needs 
tio  furtlier  proof  than  is  supplied  by  their  names  ;  for  Barna- 
bas, too,  is  expressly  called  an  Apostle  of  the  heathen  b}' 
Paul  himself.*  Of  course  they  did  not  neglect  the  Jews,  and 
the  synagogue  often  furnished  them  with  an  advantageous 
point  of  departure ;  but  the  main  purpose  and  the  main  re- 
sult of  the  enterprise  was  the  conversion  of  heathen  upon  a 
large  scale. 

Such  then  was  the  result  of  Paul's  appearance  as  a  preacher, 
the  fruit  of  his  man}'  years  of  toil  in  the  regions  of  JSyria  and 
Cilicia.*  The  preaching  of  Christ  to  the  heathen  world  was 
an  accomplished  fact ;  not  simply  a  local  phenomenon  of  an 
exceptional  and  accidental  character,  but  the  bold  and  wide- 
spread embodiment  of  a  principle  thoroughl}-  worked  out. 

This  is  a  fact  of  incalculable  importance.  Not  only  was 
the  religious  truth  in  the  possession  of  which  Israel  rejoiced 
now  preached  to  the  heathen  world  and  accepted  by  it,  as  the 
noblest  prophets  had  foreseen  ;  but  that  peculiar  heritage  of 
Israel,  that  exclusive  national  privilege,  the  right  of  citizen- 
ship in  the  community  of  the  Golden  Age,  was  thrown  open  to 
the  heathen  on  a  footing  of  full  equality  of  rights  and  privi- 
leges with  the  seed  of  Abraham.  Nay,  ere  long  the  stub- 
bornness of  the  Jews  was  even  destined  to  put  them  behind 
the  heathen !  The  point  upon  which  the  special  stress  must 
be  laid  is  the  fact  that  these  heathen  were  not  required  to 
embrace  Judaism  ;  for  the  gospel,  though  an  Israelitish  shoot, 
was  grafted  upon  a  foreign  stem.    The  belief  in  God's  unity, 

1  Acte  xvii.  2,  xiii.  46  ff.,  xviii.  6,  xxviii.  26  ff. ;  compare  GaJadans  i.  16, 
ii.  8.  7,  8,  in.  28 :  Romans  i.  14,  iii.  21  ff.,  et  stq. 

s  Galatiana  ii.  9.  8  Compare  Acts  xv.  23,  41. 
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the  nncient  principle  of  His  holiness,  the  new  principle  of  Hiii 
love,  and  the  hope  of  His  kingdom  wei-e  shaken  tree  fh)m  the 
religious  formalities  and  the  whole  religious  law  of  the  Jews, 
and  were  preached  to  the  heathen.  This  Israelitish  shoot 
was  of  necessity  moiUiied  by  being  grafted  on  another  stem, 
and  the  Christ  assumed  a  fresh  character  for  the  peoples  who 
were  strangers  to  the  expectation  of  the  Messiah,  the  Son 
of  God.  In  a  word,  a  new  religion  sprang  into  existence. 
The  Gr8Bco-Roman  world  had  conceived  a  fresh  germ  of  life ; 
the  regeneration  of  mankind  had  begun ;  the  new  age  had 
broken ! 

This  fact  was  destined  to  assume  ever  greater  propoilions 
and  bring  powers  ever  new  to  the  work.  The  agents  them- 
selves, meanwhile,  were  profoundly  convinced  that  they  wert 
not  advancing  on  their  own  impulse,  in  their  own  name,  or  on 
their  own  authorit}',  but  were  commissioned  by  the  Christ. 
This  conviction,  which  was  evidently  well  founded  up  to  a 
certain  point,^  translated  itself  after  the  manner  of  the  times ' 
into  a  story  about  Jesus  himself.  When  the  Twelve  had 
shown  their  incapacity,'  so  we  read  in  the  thiixl  Gospel,  Jesus 
appointed  seventy  others,  after  the  number  of  the  nations  of 
the  heathen  world,  and  sent  them  out,  two  by  two,  as  he  had 
formerlj'  sent  out  the  Twelve,*  to  every  city  and  village,  to 
prepare  for  his  coming.  The  appointment  and  sending  out 
of  these  disciples  is  recorded  by  the  Evangelist  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  missionary  journey  of  Jesus  through  Samaria ; 
that  is  to  say,  at  the  beginning  of  his  labors  among  those  who 
were  not  Jews.  This  combination  is  verj'  characteristic  and 
very  happily  conceived,  though  as  a  fact  the  mission  of  the 
Seventy  and  the  journej'  through  Samaria  are  both  equally 
unhistorical.*  Luke  further  transfers  to  these  Seventy  the 
words  which  Jesus  really  uttered  to  the  Twelve  when  he 
spoke  of  the  gi*eat  harvest,  of  the  lack  of  laborers  for  which 
God  must  make  provision,  of  his  disciples  being  like  lambs 
among  wolves,  and  especially  of  the  conduct  the}-  must  ob- 
serve upon  their  journeys.'  Moreover,  Luke  adds  a  few 
fresh  precepts,  —  that  they  are  not  to  waste  their  time  upon 
the  way  in  mere  couilesies,  for  there  is  much  to  do ;  that 
wherever  they  go  they  are  to  eat  what  is  set  before  them,  the 
food  and  drink  of  the  heathen,  without  troubling  themselves 
about  the  Jewish  laws  concerning  food  and  cleanness.^    Then, 

1  See  pp.  292  ff.  <  Compare  pp.  308,  309,  618  ff. 

s  See  pp.  190  ff.,  and  851  f.  *  See  p.  182. 

»  See  pp.  309,  310.  «  See  pp.  177,  182,  184,  397,  388. 

T  See  pp.  278-281,  and  Galatiaiu  H.  12;  1  Corinthians  x.  27. 
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fgain,  Luke  makes  Jesus  declare  in  one  breath  with  that  cry 
of  woe  over  Bethsaida,  Chorazin,  and  Capernaum,^  that  the 
rejection  of  the  Seventy  is  equivalent  to  the  rejection  of  tho 
Christ  himself ;  and  when  they  retuni  from  their  missionary 
efforts,  he  expressly  points  them  out  as  the  men  to  whom  it  is 
given  to  know  the  secrets  of  the  gospel  hidden  to  others,  to 
whom  the  knowledge  of  the  Father  is  vouchsafed,  and  who 
taste  the  blessings  of  salvation  which  prophets  and  kings  had 
longed  in  vain  to  taste.'  Finall}^  we  read  the  following  ac- 
couBt  of  their  initial  success,  of  the  battle  which  thej'  had  to 
wage,  and  the  divine  power  which  supported  them  :  — 

The^-  returned  to  their  Master  in  triumph,  and  told  him 
how  the  demons  had  fled  from  those  they  possessed  at  the 
preaching  of  the  Christ;  upon  which  the  Master  prepared 
them  for  a  terrible  resistance,  but  at  the  same  time  reas- 
sured them.  '*  I  saw  Satan,"  he  cried,  "  dart  like  a  flash  of 
lightning  from  his  realm  of  air  •  down  to  the  earth !  But  as 
for  you,  I  have  given  you  power  to  trample  upon  serpents  and 
scorpions  *  and  the  whole  army  of  the  Evil  One,  without  suf- 
fering any  hurt  or  injur}-.  And  yet  rejoice,  not  because  the 
demons  are  forced  to  yield  to  you,  but  because  your  names 
are  wi'itten  down  by  God ! "  When  we  remember  that  the 
heathen  world  was  held  to  be  the  devil's  territory,  and  the 
false  gods  were  looked  upon  as  demons  who  ruled  over  their 
worshippers,  we  can  well  understand  that  the  work  of  the 
preachers  among  the  heathen  was  described  as  a  conflict  with 
Satan,  and  that  the  conversion  of  the  heathen,  both  here  and 
elsewhere,  is  presented  under  the  form  of  exorcism  or  the 
care  of  demoniacs.^  But  in  all  this  toil  the  certainty  of  shar 
ing  the  blessings  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  which  must  be  ex- 
pected ere  long,  remained  the  richest  source  of  strength,  of 
comfort,  and  of  jo}' . 

Hitherto  we  have  onl}^  mentioned  or  seen  at  work  some 
few  of  these  "  Seventy,"  these  messengei-s  to  the  heathen: 
first,  Philip  and  the  preachers  at  Antioch ;  then  Paul  and 
Barnabas,  Titus  and  Timothy.  In  addition  to  them  we  shall 
soon  greet  other  laborei-s ;  but  the  first  place  can  never  be 
disputed  with  that  great  originator  whose  rich  spirit  and  deep 
affections  gave  birth  to  the  gospel  for  the  heathen,  and  he 
must  ever  retain  his  indisputable  claim  to  the  title  of  honor, 
—  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles. 

1  See  p.  S59.  s  See  pp.  259,  190,  t91,  1G2. 

s  Ephesians  ii.  2.  <  Psalm  xci.  13. 

*  See  p.  518 ;  Revelation  ix.  20  ;  1  Corinthians  x.  20 ;  2  Corinthians  iv.  4: 
coicpaie  p.  134. 
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Chapter  VI. 

THE  COLLISION  OF  THE  TWO  PARTIES. 

Galatians  IL;  Acts  XV. 

WE  must  now  return  to  the  community  at  Jerusalem 
For  fifteen  years  or  more  it  had  held  its  own  and  had 
even  increased,  in  spite  of  more  than  one  fierce  persecution. 
Meanwhile  various  other  communities  had  been  founded  else- 
where on  Jewish  soil,  chiefly  by  the  zealous  and  successful 
labors  of  Peter,  who  travelled  about  preaching  from  place  to 
place.  Of  these  labors  we  have  but  a  very  imperfect  and  dis- 
torted account  in  the  book  of  Acts,^  but  they  are  established 
by  the  unequivocal  testimony  of  Paul,  which  is  above  all  sus- 
picion.* The  original  community,  however,  which  had  once 
been  the  solitary  guardian  of  the  saving  truth,  which  had 
braved  tlie  first  dire  shocks  of  the  hostility  of  unbelieving 
countrymen,  and  which  probabl}'  contained  the  greater  part 
of  the  personal  disciples  of  Jesus  that  yet  remained,  was  still 
greatly  looked  up  to  by  the  rest,  and  naturallj'  exercised  a 
kind  of  authority  over  them. 

In  the  clearness  of  its  views  and  the  independence  of  its 
attitude  toward  Judaism  the  community*  had  not  advanced. 
Several  causes  combined  towards  this  result.  The  mere 
course  of  time  tended  to  obliterate  the  impression  of  the 
Master's  freedom  from  the  minds  of  the  disciples.  The  at- 
mosphere in  which  they  lived  was  saturated  with  orthodoxy 
and  the  worship  of  forms.  Rigid  and  scrupulous  Jews  bad 
joined  the  community  of  the  Messiah,  and  had  made  their 
influence  felt.  Moreover,  there  were  two  special  circum- 
stances which  had  exercised  a  decisive  influence  upon  the 
brethren.  With  the  first  of  these  we  are  already  familiar. 
It  was  the  persecution  and  expulsion  of  the  Greek-speaking 
believers,  and  the  consequent  banishment  of  the  freer  and 
more  enlightened  clement  from  the  communit}'.  The  second 
circumstance  was  an  orthodox  movement  in  the  bosom  of 
Judaism  itself,  caused  partly  by  the  frantic  demands  of  the 
emperor  Caligula,  —  who  claimed  divine  honors  and  attempted 
to  set  up  his  image  in  the  temple  (39,  40  a.d.),  —  and  parth 

1  Acta  ix.  32  ff.  ;  see  pp.  557,  55S.  *  Galatia  u  ii.  7,  8. 
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by  the  Pharisaic  government  of  king  Herod  Agrippa  I. 
(41—44  A.D.)  These  two  causes  raised  the  zeal  of  the  Jews 
for  their  law,  their  temple,  and  their  nationality  to  the  high- 
est pitch ;  and  this  could  not  fail  to  react  upon  the  keen 
religious  life  and  strained  expectancy  of  the  Christian  com- 
munity at  Jerusalem. 

At  its  head  stood  James  the  brother  of  Jesus,  supported 
by  Peter  and  John.  As  to  this  James,  we  know,  that  his 
strict  observance  of  the  Law  gained  him  the  title  of  ^^  the 
Just,"  and  that  he  enjo3'ed  the  esteem  of  the  Pharisees  them- 
selves. Indeed  the  earliest  ecclesiastical  historian  (1 70  a.d.)  , 
himself  a  Jewish  Christian,  sa3's  of  him  that  from  his  birth 
he  had  been  holy,  had  let  his  hair  grow,  had  abstained  from 
wine  and  intoxicating  drinks,  from  animal  food,  and  fh)m 
anointing  and  bathing  himself;  that  he  wore  nothing  but 
linen,  and  was  constantly  kneeling  in  the  temple,  praying  for 
the  people,  till  his  knees  grew  as  hard  as  a  camel's.  No 
doubt  this  description  is  much  exaggerated ;  but  we  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  James  observed  with  the  utmost  strict- 
ness the  abstinence  enjoined  b}'  the  Nazarite's  vow,  and 
some  of  the  customs  of  the  Essenes  also.^  The  position  held 
b3'  such  a  man  among  the  followers  of  Jesus  is  highly  signifi- 
cant ;  and  a  learned  ecclesiastical  father,  at  the  close  of  the 
second  century,  further  informs  us  that  the  Apostle  Matthew 
never  ate  any  meat,  but  lived  on  the  produce  of  the  field,  — 
upon  fruit  and  vegetables.*  The  principles  of  the  Essenes, 
which  had  points  of  unquestionable  affinity  with  the  gospel, 
had  gradually  forced  their  way,  together  with  Pharisaism, 
into  the  bosom  of  the  community-.  Thus  the  principles  of 
Jesus  himself  were  very  largely  superseded. 

And  now  we  can  understand  the  significance  of  the  work 
of  Paul,  and  how  much  we  owe  to  him.  What  would  have 
become,  without  him,  of  the  cause  of  Jesus?  Though  the 
Twelve  were  the  first  boldly  to  represent  and  advocate  this 
cause,  they  afterwards  allowed  their  task,  their  privileges, 
and  their  rank  to  pass  away  from  themselves  to  "  the 
Seventy,"  —  the  messengers  who  bore  the  news  to  the  hea- 
then. For  to  them  alone  it  was  due  that  the  community  did 
not  sooner  or  later  perish,  like  the  other  Jewish  sects.  . 

We  may  be  sure  that  for  a  long  time  no  one  at  Jerusalem 
exactly  knew  what  Paul,  with  Barnabas  and  others,  was  really 
doing.  They  only  heard  that  the  former  persecutor  had  now 
become  a  preacher  of  the  faith,  and  they  thanked  God  for  it 

1  See  pp.  6,  100,  101,  242.  *  Compare  Romans  xiv.  3. 
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Perhaps  they  knew  that  he  pleached  the  Christ  principally  to 
heathen;  but  in  any  case  the}'  had  no  kind  of  connection, 
with  his  work.  So  long  as  they  did  not  come  into  contact 
with  these  new  converts,  they  might  suppose,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  they  had  embraced  Judaism  and  become  prose- 
lytes, in  order  to  be  admitted  to  a  share  in  the  national  ex- 
pectation of  Abraham's  seed  in  the  Christ  and  his  salvation. 
Ii  was  only  while  they  retained  some  such  impression  that 
they  could  be  thankful  for  what  Paul  was  doing.  As  soon 
as  they  should  come  to  hear  what  was  really  being  done,  or 
as  soon  as  they  should  come  into  contact  with  the  converts,  as 
they  must  at  last,  then  a  violent  collision  would  be  inevitable. 
It  would  have  been  strange  indeed  if  such  a  revolution,  in- 
augurating a  new  religion  Of  the  world,  had  been  accomplished 
without  violent  shocks,  or  without  sowing  dissension  between 
brothers  and  rending  them  apart. 

As  to  the  occasion,  the  time,  the  place,  and  the  manner  of 
this  explosion  our  information  is  verj'  imperfect.  Paul  only 
tells  us  that  certain  false  brothers  had  crept  into  his  com- 
munities to  ensnare  the  liberty  which  he  and  all  his  converts 
cnjoj^ed  in  virtue  of  their  faith  in  Christ,  and  to  bring  them 
under  the  j'oke  of  the  Law.  But  this  is  hardly  a  fair  way  of 
stating  the  facts.  These  Jewish  believers  were  no  false  broth- 
ers, but  were  as  zealous  for  what  the}'  held  to  be  the  truth  of 
God,  and  as  firm  in  their  own  convictions,  as  Paul  himself. 
However  contracted  their  ideas  might  be,  they  acted  to  the 
best  of  their  own  knowledge.  Nor  can  we  believe  that  they 
crept  in  unawares.  We  may  be  sure  that  they  took  a  high 
tone  from  the  very  first,  in  attempting  to  vindicate  the  Law 
of  the  Lord  where  they  found  it  had  been  neglected,  to  com- 
pel the  heathen  converts  to  become  proselytes,  and  the  believ- 
ing Jews  to  live  in  strict  accordance  with  the  Law,  if  they 
hoped  to  have  a  place  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Christ.  But 
Paul  did  not  alwa^^s  shine  in  appreciating  the  motives  and 
convictions  of  those  who  differed  fh)m  him;  and  when  he 
wrote  his  account  of  this  affair,  four  years  or  so  afterwards, 
he  had  seen  these  orthodox  zealots  do  such  incalculable  harm, 
and  had  suffered  so  keenly  from  them  himself,  that  we  can 
perfectly  understand  the  bitter  tone  he  adopted  towards  them. 
Their  verj'  first  appearance  among  his  converts  was  evidently 
fraught  with  extremest  danger,  and  threatened  to  break  down 
all  that  he  had  built  up,  and  to  blight  his  past  and  future 
work  with  the  curse  of  barrenness.     ''  How  is  it  possible?' 
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we  ask.  Well,  orthodoxy  seems  in  everj'  age  to  have  a  mar- 
vellous fascination  for  andeveloped  natures  ;  and  in  tliis  case 
its  exponents  could  appeal  to  the  community  at  Jerusalem 
and  the  Twelve  who  had  been  the  disciples  of  Jesus  himself, 
and  who  must  surelj'  know  the  conditions  of  discipleship  much 
better  than  Paul  could  do.  It  was  indeed  a  troubled  period 
in  the  life  of  the  Apostle  of  the  gentiles ! 

In  Acts  we  read  that  the  dispute  broke  out  at  Antioch,  — 
to  which  Syria  and  Cilicia  are  subsequently  ^  added,  —  and 
that  it  was  caused  by  the  arrival  of  certain  men  from  Judaea, 
who  taught  the  heathen  converts  that  they  must  incorporate 
themselves  with  the  covenanted  people  of  the  Lord  by  circum- 
cision and  b}'  observing  the  Law  in  all  other  respects.  Oth- 
erwise, they  said,  their  hope  in  the  Christ  would  be  vain  ;  and 
when  he  returned  and  judged  the  world  he  would  not  recog- 
nize them  as  his,  but  would  condemn  them  together  with  all 
the  uncircumcised.  This  caused  extreme  disma}'.  Paul  and 
Barnabas  defended  themselves  with  zeal  and  power,  but  with 
only  partial  success.  Many  of  the  Christians  of  Antioch 
were  convinced  by  the  new  teaching,  or  at  an\'  rate  shaken 
in  their  former  confidence.  The  contest  grew  more  violent. 
At  last  the  community  determined  to  send  Paul  and  Barnabas, 
with  certain  others,  as  a  deputation  to  Jerusalem,  to  ask  for 
the  decision  of  the  Apostles  and  the  elders  there.  All  this  is 
very  credible,  except  the  last  statement,  which  is  not  correct. 
Paol  was  not  sent  to  Jerusalem  by  any  one,  but  went  of  his 
own  accord,  though  only  after  long  hesitation  and  a  hard 
struggle.  At  first  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  renounce 
his  proud  independence  and  go  to  Jerusalem  to  beg  ap- 
proval for  his  gospel,  as  though  he  recognized  the  authority 
of  man.  But  then  there  was  so  much  at  stake!  He  was 
tossed  to  and  fh>  in  painful  indecision,  till  at  last  he  thought 
he  heard  a  voice  from  God  reassuiing  him '  and  commanding 
him  to  go. 

Of  course  Barnabas  went  with  him,  and  he  took  Titus  also. 
When  he  reached  Jerusalem  he  set  forth  to  the  brethren,  who 
now  became  acquainted  with  him  for  the  first  time,  how  he 
labored  among  the  heathen;  how  he  brought  them  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  one  true  God,  making  them  utterly  relin- 
quish their  idolatry ;  how  he  preached  the  Christ  to  them  as 
monarch  in  the  kingdom  of  God  and  as  the  fhture  judge  of 
mankind,  making  them  believe  in  him  and  take  up  his  princi- 
ples into  their  hearts  and  lives.     Moreover,  he  told  them  ho^ 

1  Acts  XV.  23. 
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success  had  crowned  his  efforts,  aud  how  he  had  established 
churches  iu  various  parts  of  Sj^iia  and  Cilicia.  He  spoke  of 
the  same  things  privately  to  the  three  most  influential  men, 
— James,  Cephas  (Peter),  and  John ;  and  to  them  he  doabt- 
less  explained,  more  particularly  and  fully  than  he  had  done 
before  the  public  meeting,  the  veritable  essence  of  his  preach- 
ing to  the  heathen, — justification  by  faith  alone,  without 
circumcisiim  or  observance  of  the  Law. 

It  was  hard  to  bring  himself  to  it !  Years  afterward  there 
was  something  repulsive  to  his  nature  in  the  thought  of  it. 
But  if  the  heads  of  the  community  should  once  join  these 
Jewish  fanatics  against  him,  then  he  foresaw  that  all  his 
efforts  would  be  thwarted ;  that  his  churches  would  be  torn 
asunder  and  finally  subjected  to  the  Law, — in  a  word,  that 
the  truth  of  the  gospel  would  be  obscured.  And  inasmuch 
as  Judaism,  with  its  countless  ceremonies,  could  never  be  a 
universal  religion,  the  conversion  of  the  heathen  would  itself 
be  cramped  and  ultimately  made  impossible.  So  for  all  these 
reasons  he  consented  to  plead  his  cause  at  Jerusalem ;  though 
he  himself  was  far  too  certain  in  his  own  mind  of  the  truth  that 
he  possessed  to  submit  it  for  decision  to  any  human  judges, 
even  the  three  "pillars"  themselves!  Neither  did  he  yield 
or  swerve  a  hair's  breadth  before  the  zealots,  even  in  the 
smallest  thing,  here  in  Jerusalem  any  more  than  he  had  done 
when  on  his  own  ground.  Here,  on  their  own  ground  and  in 
all  their  strength,  the}^  definitel}'  demanded  in  the  name  of  the 
L#)rd  that  Titus  should  be  circumcised,  and  pressed  the  de- 
mand with  ever-growing  impetuosity.  No  doubt  the  Apostles 
themselves  would  have  been  glad  if  Paul  and  his  disciple 
would  have  consented  to  this  step ;  for  if  they  had  not  cared 
about  it,  then  the  persistency  of  the  others  would  not  have 
signified.  But  for  all  that  they  were  not  prepared  definitely 
to  insist  upon  it,  and  did  not  do  so.  So,  in  spite  of  the  most 
violent  scenes,  Titus  remained  uncircunu^ised  as  a  standing 
:is8ertion  that  the  ordinary  heathen  converts  could  still  less 
be  expected  to  conform  to  this  Jewish  practice. 

So,  after  various  conferences,  explanations,  and  negotia- 
tions, Paul  finally  gained  his  point.  At  any  rate  James  and 
Peter  and  John  were  unable  to  convince  him  of  eiTor,  or  to 
show  him  that  God  had  opened  to  them  any  better  conception 
of  the  gospel  than  his.  So  they  left  him  in  perfect  liberty ; 
for  their  position  also  was  a  very  difllcult  one.  The  prophets 
themselves  had  expected  Israel  to  be  the  light  of  the  world  in 
the  Golden  Age,  and  the  heathen  to  bow  in  willing  subjectioD 
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ftefbre  the  Messiah.  Nor  had  the  Twelve  so  compleUjly  for- 
gotten the  teaching  or  lost  the  spirit  of  Jesus  as  to  retain  or 
encourage  the  spirit  of  national  pride  and  exclusiveness. 
Finally,  love  of  the  Master  and  zeal  for  his  cause  compelled 
thein  to  rejoice  in  the  bold  attempt  of  the  preacher  who  braved 
every  difficulty  and  danger  in  order  to  bear  the  message  of 
salvation  to  far-off  lands.  But  the  conditions  upon  which  he 
admitted  heathen  to  the  faith  were  open  to  grave  suspicion. 
The  fact  that  he  enjoined  no  legal  observances  whatever,  but 
allowed  his  converts  to  continue  their  heathen  ways  of  life, 
seriously  damped  the  joy  with  which  the  Apostles  heard  of  his 
success.  The  Scriptural  passages  ^  and  other  arguments  which 
he  urged  in  favor  of  his  gospel  did  not  convince  them.  But 
there  was  one  conclusivo  proof  to  which  Paul  constantly  re- 
curred, and  against  which  they  had  nothing  to  urge.  It  was 
the  divine  blessing  which  had  rested  on  his  work.  If  it  had  not 
been  acceptable  to  the  Lord,  He  would  not  have  allowed  him 
so  rich  a  harvest.  That  was  certain.  The  success  of  his  work 
was  the  seal  of  divine  approbation.  Paul  had  been  called  to 
the  task  of  advancing  into  the  heathen  world  as  the  herald  of 
the  Son  of  God,  —  had  been  endowed  with  the  rare  and  special 
gifts  and  powers  needed  for  the  task  as  indisputably  as  Peter 
had  been  called  to  preach  the  Messiah  to  the  Jews.  Not  to 
recognize  him  would  be  to  resist  God.  So  James  and  Peter 
and  John  grasped  the  hand  of  fellowship  held  out  to  them, 
and  recognized  Paul  and  Barnabas  as  fellow-laborers  in  the 
great  task  and  specifically  as  preachers  of  the  gospel  to  the 
heathen,  while  they  themselves  continued  to  devote  their  time 
and  strength  to  the  people  of  the  covenant.  Ere  long  the 
Master  himself  would  return  from  heaven  and  decide  the 
question  in  their  favor. 

Did  this  mean  a  tacit  understanding  that  each  would  go 
out  of  the  other's  way  and  take  care  to  keep  out  of  it?  At 
any  rate  the  Twelve  implied  that  they  would  not  harass  Paul 
because  his  gospel  differed  from  theirs,  but  would  leave  the 
ultimate  decision  to  the  Christ.  For  it  is  evident  that  they 
never  came  to  any  real  agreement  on  the  points  of  difference 
between  them,  or  why  should  they  have  marked  off  their  sepa- 
rate fields  of  labor  so  distinctly  ?  Had  the  others  accepted 
Pauline  views  as  to  the  annulling  of  the  Law  and  the  equality 
of  all  mankind,  why  should  not  Peter  and  the  rest  have 
preached  to  heathen,  or  Paul  to  Jews,  just  as  it  happened  ? 
But  the  fact  was  that  these  men  of  Jerusalem  were  profoundly 

1  Clompare  Romans  x.  11  ff..  xv.  8  ff. 
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convinced,  that,  as  far  as  Jews  were  concerned,  Paul's  doctrine 
of  justification  b}'  faith  alone  was  inapplicable,  or  rather 
distinctly  untrue ;  and  they  deteimined  therefore  to  go  od 
preaching  the  glad  tidings  to  the  Jews,  without  loosening  the 
connection  of  the  gospel  with  the  piet}-  and  the. privileges  of 
their  nation.  And  as  for  these  Greeks,  since  they  wei-e  not 
incorporated  into  Israel,  they  could  hardly  claim  equality  of 
rank  in  the  kingdom  of  God ;  but  their  faith  would  perhaps 
secure  their  admission. 

So  Paul  and  Barnabas  might  go  their  way.  One  onlj*  con- 
dition was  made,  and  to  that  the  messengers  to  the  heathen 
cheerfull}'  acceded.  They  were  to  collect  money  among  their 
converts  for  the  needy  brethren  at  Jerusalem,  whom  famine 
and  other  disastci*s  had  brought  into  great  distress.  These 
contributions  would  bear  a  certain  analogy  to  those  made  by 
the  foreign  Jews  towards  the  expenses  of  the  temple,  which 
they  paid  with  gi-eat  regularity ;  and  though  the  claim  seemed 
to  imply  a  certain  sense  of  superiority  on  the  part  of  the 
primitive  community,  it  did  not  involve  the  smallest  sacrifice 
of  principle  upon  the  other  side,  and  accoi-dingly  Paul  was  by 
no  means  slack  in  his  compliance  with  it. 

it  was  not  without  satisfaction  that  Paul  returned  with  his 
two  companions  to  Antioch.  He  could  now  assure  all  those 
who  felt  uneasy,  either  there  or  elsewhere,  that  the  heads  of 
the  community  had  no  desire  to  force  circumcision  and  the 
obser\'ance  of  the  Law  upon  the  heathen  converts  as  indis- 
pensable conditions  of  salvation,  but  had  given  him  and 
Barnabas  the  hand  of  fellowship.  Of  course  there  would  be 
some  who  had  already  been  persuaded,  and  who  now  perse- 
vered in  their  new  course  for  safety's  sake.  The  Apostles 
had  never  said  it  was  superfluous,  they  felt  sure.  And,  in- 
deed, it  appeared  only  too  soon  that  the  gulf,  though  covered 
over,  was  not  closed. 

After  a  time  Peter  came  to  Antioch.  The  cause  of  his 
visit  is  not  known.  Did  Paul  invite  him?  Did  he  intend  to 
preach  Jesus  as  the  Messiah  among  the  numerous  Jewish 
residents  ?  This  would  be  no  violation  of  the  understanding 
with  Paul ;  and  a  mere  complimentary  visit  seems  improbable, 
a  Journey  for  relaxation  more  impix)bable  yet.  Besides,  his 
visit  does  not  seem  to  have  be^n  a  short  one.  Be  this  as  it 
ma3%  all  went  smoothly  enough  at  first,  and  Paul  gained  a 
veritable  triumph.  Not  only  did  Peter  indulge  in  friendly 
intercourse  with  him  and  Barnabas,  but  he  even  associated 
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With  the  heathen  converts,  and  went  so  far  as  to  eat  with  them. 
That  was  an  important  step.  To  enter  into  such  brotherly 
relations  with  the  uncircamcised  and  therefore  the  unclean,  as 
to  sit  at  the  same  table  with  them  and  accept  them  as  fellow 
believers,  was  tantamount  to  recognizing  them  openly  as  the 
equals  of  the  Jewish  converts  in  spite  of  their  continuing  to 
live  without  the  Law.  Moreover,  Peter  himself  must  on  these 
occasions  have  transgressed  the  dietary  laws.  We  may  take 
for  granted  that  the  Christians  of  Antioch  had  tact  enough  to 
respect  the  ingrained  aversion  of  every  Jew  —  of  Paul  no  less 
than  Peter — to  the  flesh  of  swine,  and  would  set  no  pork 
upon  the  board ;  but  they  were  entirely  ignorant  of  all  the 
Jewish  restrictions  as  to  the  kinds  of  food  allowed  and  the 
proper  methods  of  preparing  them.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
beef  might  be  served  cut  from  a  beast  that  had  been  sacri- 
ficed to  a  heathen  deity,  and  it  is  certain  that  tithes  would  not 
have  been  paid  out  of  all  the  victuals.  So  Peter  practically 
dispensed  with  the  obseiTance  of  the  Law,  and  lived  in  gen- 
tile fashion. 

This  is  far  from  inexplicable.  Peter  was  naturally  of  a 
liberal  disposition,  and  his  short  intercourse  with  Jesus  had 
made  him  more  so.  Here  at  Antioch,  on  gentile-Christian 
ground,  where  Jews  and  gentiles  had  been  on  terms  of  friendly 
intercourse  before  he  came,  he  had  hardly  any  choice ;  and, 
finally,  the  influence  of  so  powerful  a  personaUt}^  as  Paul's 
could  not  fail  to  have  great  weight  with  him. 

But,  for  all  this,  Peter's  conduct  was  dictated  by  no  prin- 
ciple and  rested  on  no  settled  conviction.  He  was  not  really 
himself,  and  this  style  of  life  did  not  sit  easily  on  him.  He 
was  accustomed  to  very  difierent  things  at  Jerusalem,  in  the- 
midst  of  his  formal  surroundings  and  in  the  company  of  the 
]>unctilious  James.  Hence  the  possibility  of  his  veering  com- 
pletely round. 

Perhaps  he  had  been  in  the  Syrian  capital  for  some  few 
weeks  when  certain  Nazarenes  from  Jerusalem  came  there 
also.  They  had  been  sent  by  James,  but  with  what  puipose 
we  do  not  know.  It  can  hardly  have  been  that  James  had 
heard  of  Peter's  conduct,  and  desired  to  bring  him  back  to 
the  right  track.  It  is  more  likely  that  he  sent  these  men  to 
help  Peter  in  his  preaching  to  the  Jews.  At  any  rate,  on  this 
latter  supposition  it  would  stiU  be  quite  natural  that  they 
should  not  only  express  themselves  to  Peter  as  personally 
surprised  and  shocked  at  his  mode  of  life,  so  difierent  fVom 
that  he  was  accustomed  to  in  Jerusalem,  but  should  also  point 
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out  that  their  chances  of  converting  the  Jews  of  Antiocb  to 
faith  in  the  Messiah  would  be  greatly  increased  if  both  they 
themselves  and  all  the  Jewish  believers  in  the  place  strietlj 
conformed  to  the  Law.  All  this,  however,  is  purely  conjec- 
tural. We  only  know  that  these  emissaries  of  James's  had 
hardly  come  to  Antioch  before  Peter  repented  of  the  line  he 
had  taken,  shrank  from  following  it  out  any  further,  and  pre- 
cipitately withdrew.  No  one  could  help  observing  that  he  had 
suddenly  begun  to  avoid  with  scrupulous  care  all  familiar  in- 
tercourse with  the  uncircumcised,  and  also  that  fear  of  these 
brothers  from  Jerusalem  had  dictated  the  change.  But  the 
worst  of  it  was  that  the  other  Jewish  converts  soon  began  to 
follow  his  disastrous  example ;  and  even  Barnabas,  the  bold 
ally  who  had  hitherto  sj^mpathized  so  thoroughl}'  with  Paul, 
was  swept  along  by  the  stream ! 

The  confusion  and  disma}'  among  the  gentile-ChristiaDS 
were  past  description.  None  of  the  circumcised  believers 
would  sit  at  one  table  with  them  as  brothers  in  the  Lord  any 
more.  A  great  proportion  of  the  brethren  condemned  the 
conduct  of  Peter,  and  with  good  reason,  but  dare  not  say 
what  they  thought.  Meanwhile  it  became  more  and  more 
difficult  for  the  heathen  converts  to  maintain  their  independ- 
ence of  the  Law.  The  men  who  had  just  come  from  Jerusa- 
lem insisted  with  all  their  might  upon  obser\'ance  of  the  Law 
as  indispensable  to  a  flill  participation  in  the  joys  of  salva- 
tion. Peter,  the  chief  of  the  Apostles,  urged  them  in  the 
same  direction,  indirectly  b}'  his  conduct  if  not  directly  by 
his  words.  If  they  asserted  their  freedom,  they  would  not 
only  be  cut  off  from  intercourse  with  their  brothers  of  Israel, 
including  Barnabas,  but  would  be  risking  moi*e  or  less  com- 
pletely their  own  future  and  their  foothold  in  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

It  was  a  critical  and  perilous  moment !  Now  for  the  first 
time  the  great  difference  of  principle  came  sharply  and  clearly 
into  the  light.  Was  it  to  be  the  old  or  the  new.  Law  or  Gos- 
pel, forms  or  faith,  authority  or  freedom,  James  or  Paul? 
James  had  almost  all  the  advantages ;  for  custom  and  preju- 
dice, in  a  word  the  almost  irresistible  weight  of  tradition,  tiie 
so-called  divine  authority,  were  upon  his  side.  Paul  had 
nothing  to  oppose  to  it  except  the  new-born  Christian  con- 
sciousness. No  wonder  then  that  Peter,  and  all  the  rest 
who  had  hitherto  displayed  so  much  liberality  without  exactly 
seeing  what  it  meant,  or  in  obedience  to  mere  personal  pre- 
ferences, drew  back  as  soon  as  they  were  called  on  to  make 
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^  definite  choice.  It  was  do  longer  a  case  of  making  con 
cessions  and  giving  way  to  brothers  in  the  faith  who  were 
imperfectly  acquainted  or  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  Law. 
It  h:id  become  a  matter  of  principle,  and  they  must  embrace 
or  reject  that  principle  with  all  that  it  involved.  Was  the 
Law  necessary  to  salvation  or  not?  If  superfluous  for  the 
heathen,  ^was  it  not  at  any  rate  binding  on  the  Jews  ?  And 
if  binding  on  the  Jews,  must  it  not  after  all  be  binding  upon 
the  heathen  also?  A  definite  decision  must  at  last  be  made. 
Once  more,  we  can  well  understand  that  Peter  shrank  from 
carrying  out  his  liberal  impulses ;  but  we  can  also  understand 
why  Paul,  who  could  not  comprehend  and  could  not  endure 
half-heartedness,  who  regarded  this  vacillation  as  conscious 
unfaithfulness  to  the  principle  of  the  gospel,  did  not  shrink 
from  using  the  hard  word  '*  hypocrisy ! " 

It  was  well  that  Paul  was  there  and  did  not  shrink  from 
carrying  his  principles  through  !  Seeing  what  was  at  stake 
and  knowing  how  severely  Peter's  altered  conduct  was  con 
demned,  he  roundly  told  him  the  truth  to  his  face,  and  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  congregation.  ''  You,  a  bom  Jew,"  he 
cried  in  substance,  *'  but  yesterdaj^  felt  no  difficulty  in  living 
as  a  gentile ;  and  to-day  you  would  compel  all  the  gentiles  to 
live  as  Jews!  Why  did  we,  who  are  Jews,  believe  in  the 
Christ,  if  not  because  we  knew  that  observance  of  the  Law 
could  not  justiiy  us  before  God  ?  And  if  after  that  we  turn 
round  and  declare  it  essential  to  live  after  the  Law,  we  make 
the  position  of  the  Christ  himself  equivocal,  bring  ourselves 
under  the  judgment,  empty  of  its  meaning  the  Christian  life 
of  faith,  and  make  out  that  the  Son  of  God  died  for  nothing ! " 

What  was  the  end  of  this  controversy  we  do  not  know. 
Paul  never  hints  that  Peter  confessed  his  weakness  and  em- 
braced the  cause  of  freedom  ;  and  it  is  more  than  improbable 
that  he  did  so.  So  far  as  we  can  make  out,  the  Apostle  ol 
the  Jews  took  good  care  henceforth  never  to  quit  the  path  of 
the  Law ;  but  on  this  occasion  his  own  inconsistency  must 
have  made  it  hard  for  him  to  put  forward  any  defence,  and 
Paul,  as  the  man  of  principle,  held  the  field. 

But  the  conflict  had  resulted  in  a  definite  breach. 

Such  is  the  conception  of  these  events  which  we  gather  from 
Paul's  own  words.  In  the  book  of  Acts,  on  the  contrary,  we 
find  the  following  picture :  — 

The  congregation  of  Antioch  had  escorted  their  deputies, 
Paul  and  Barnabas,  through  the  first  stages  of  their  journej  ; 
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and  as  the  latter  passed  through  Phoenicia  and  Samaria  thejf 
rejoiced  the  hcaits  of  the  brethren  eveiy where  by  recording 
the  conversion  of  the  heathen.  At  Jemsalem  they  were  well 
received  by  the  brethren,  wi>!i  their  elders  and  the  Apostles  ; 
and  to  them  also  thej'  related  all  that  God  had  accomplished 
by  their  means.  But  certain  Pharisees  who  had  joined  the 
brethren  said  that  the  heathen  converts  ought  to  submit  to 
circumcision  and  the  Law. 

To  consider  this  question,  a  meeting  of  the  Apostles  ai  J 
elders  was  held.  Great  diversity  of  opinion  was  manifested 
among  them,  until  Peter  stood  up  and  reminded  them  how 
God  had  long  ago  speciallj'  selected  him  to  preach  the  gospel 
to  the  uncircumcised,  and  had  set  the  heathen  believers  on  a 
full  equality  with  the  converted  Jews.  It  was  therefore  a 
defiance  of  God  to  insist  upon  imposing  the  yoke  of  the  Law, 
which  the  Jews  themselves  had  found  unbearable,  upon  the 
necks  of  the  gentiles.  Surel}'  there  was  no  salvation  for 
either  Jew  or  gentile  but  by  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus ! 
Paul  and  Barnabas  took  advantage  of  the  silence  that  followed 
this  address  to  relate  to  the  whole  assembled  multitude  what 
wonders  God  had  done  by  them  among  the  heathen.  Then 
•lames  began.  He  referred  to  the  ancient  oracle  about  the 
c«>n version  of  the  heathen,  and  expressed  his  opinion  that 
they  ought  not  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  that  con- 
version. It  would  be  enough  to  require  the  converts  to  ab- 
stain from  the  meat  of  beasts  that  had  been  sacrificed  to  idols, 
from  all  that  the  Jews  regarded  as  inchastity,  including  mar- 
riage within  certain  degrees  of  relationship,  and  from  all 
animals  that  had  been  caught  and  strangled  in  snares,  or  for 
an}'  other  cause  had  not  bled  properly  when  killed.  So  much 
might  reasonably  be  required,  for  the  law  of  Moses  had  long 
been  preached  in  the  heathen  world  as  well  as  in  Jewry,  week 
bj-  week,  and  might  therefore  fairly  claim  a  certain  degree  of 
lespect  even  from  the  heathen. 

This  proposal  was  approved  by  the  Apostles,  the  elders, 
and  the  whole  community ;  and  they  determined  to  send  two 
representatives,  Judas,  the  son  of  Sabbas,  and  Silas,  to  ac5- 
compan}^  Paul  and  Barnabas  to  Antioch  with  an  official  address 
to  the  gentile  converts  there  and  in  SjTia  and  Cilicia  generally, 
in  which  the  fanatics  who  wished  to  make  circumcision  and 
the  observance  of  the  Law  compulsory  were  repudiated  as 
mischief-makers,  Barnabas  and  Paul  commended  as  zealous 
servants  of  the  Christ,  and  abstinence  from  the  four  specified 
abominations  only  enjoined  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Spirit  aa 
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absolutely  necessary.  Aocordingly  the  four  set  oat,  and 
when  they  reached  Antioch  they  summoned  the  brethren  and 
gave  thetn  the  letter,  the  contents  of  which  they  received 
with  joy. 

Judas  and  Silas,  who  were  both  of  them  prophets,  labored 
for  a  time  at  Antioctt  and  then  returned  to  those  who  had  sent 
them.  Paul  and  Barnabas  stayed  at  Antioch,  teaching  and 
preaching  there  with  many  others,  till  Paul  proposed  that 
they  should  go  and  visit  the  churches  they  had  founded  on 
their  first  missionary  journey.  Barnabas  agreed,  and  sug- 
gested that  they  should  take  John  Mark  with  them,  to  which 
Paul  objected  on  tii^  ground  that  he  had  deserted  them  before. 
They  grew  warm  on  the  subject  and  finally  separated,  Barna- 
bas going  with  Mark  to  Cyprus,  and  Paul  with  Silas  to  the 
churches  of  Syria  and  Cilicia,  everywhere  enforcing  the  regu- 
lations laid  down  by  the  council  of  Jerusalem. 

We  perceive  at  once  that  this  narrative  differs  totally  from 
that  of  Paul,  and  that  in  many  points  it  flatly  contradicts  it, 
and  is  therefore  quite  untrustworthy.  Here  the  question  is 
decided  in  a  formal  assembly,  while  Paul  says  that  it  was  set- 
tled in  private  conference  with  the  three  "  pillars."  Here  Paul 
drops  quite  into  the  background,  whereas  he  was  really  the 
principal  speaker  or  pleader.  Here  there  is  no  difference  of 
opinion  between  him  and  the  Apostles ;  he  has  no  cause 
for  anxiety  in  going  to  Jerusalem,  and  not  a  word  is  said  of 
dividing  the  field  of  labor.  The  one  stipulation  really  made, 
—  namely,  that  the  Gentile  believers  should  contribute  to  the 
support  of  their  Jewish  brothers,  —  is  passed  over  without  a 
S3llable.  This  is  intentional,  for  advantage  was  subsequently 
taken  of  tliis  money  question  to  represent  Paul  in  a  most 
odious  light ;  and  this  is  why  our  author  spoke  of  his  collec- 
tion of  relief  funds  at  an  earlier  period,  when  no  dilficulties 
whatever  had  arisen.*  Nothing  is  said  of  Titus,  for  fear  of 
recalling  the  violent  dispute  of  which  he  was  the  centre,  and 
the  steadfast  refusal  of  Paul  to  circumcise  him  ;  and  our  au- 
thor, who  shrinks  from  nothing  that  looks  conciliatory,  after- 
wards pretends  *  that  Paul,  when  taking  Timothy  upon  a  jour- 
ney witli  him,  circumcised  him  to  please  the  Jews  of  Asia 
Minor,  who  were  all  aware  that  his  father  was  a  heathen. 
We  may  rest  assured,  however,  that  Paul  would  never  be 
guilty  of  such  a  sacrifice  of  principle,  especially  after  all  that 
bad  occurred. 

The  discourses  put  into  the  mouths  \f  James  and  Peter  are 
^  See  p.  535  and  chap.  x.  p.  611.  a  Acts  xvi.  8. 
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especially  remarkable.  Even  James  is  for  toleration  and  con- 
cession ;  but  Peter —  so  completely  is  every  thing  reversed  — 
speaks  like  a  genuine  follower  of  Paul.  '  ^  There  is  no  distinction 
now,"  1"^  says,  "  between  Jew  and  gentile.  God  has  given 
the  Holj  Spirit  to  the  latter  as  well  as  the  former ;  to  subject 
the  heathen  to  the  Law  is  defiance  of  G<5d ;  all  alike  must  be 
purified  b}'  faith  alone ;  not  even  the  Jewish  believers  can 
find  salvation  in  the  Law  ! "  Our  author  never  ventures  to 
let  Paul  himself  come  out  so  boldly  with  his  own  principles !  * 
If  Peter  had  ever  really  used  such  words,  how  easily  Paul 
might  have  brought  him  to  task  at  Antloch !  James  leaves 
this  portion  of  his  colleague's  speech  untouched,  and  goes  on 
the  assumption  that  the  Law  remains  in  force  for  the  Jews, 
but  that  the  number  of  commandments  enforced  among  the 
gentiles  should  be  as  small  as  possible. 

As  regards  the  four  commandments  themselves,  or  rather 
the  resolution  of  the  council  at  Jerusalem  to  enforce  them, 
Paul's  solemn  statement  that  he  was  left  at  perfect  liberty  is 
conclusive.  Had  the  resolution  reall}'  been  made  and  ac- 
cepted, the  scene  at  Antloch  could  never  have  been  enacted ; 
the  heathen  converts  would  have  complied  with  the  regula- 
tions ;  *  Peter  could  have  had  no  difllculty  in  eating  with  them ; 
tiie  emissaries  of  James  could  not  have  demanded  their  ex- 
clusion ;  Barnabas  and  the  other  Jewish  members  would  never 
have  separated  themselves  from  them.  Finally  we  observe 
that  afterwards,  when  the  question  of  the  use  of  heathen  viands, 
especiall}'  meat  that  had  been  sacrificed  to  idols,  arose  in  the 
Pauline  communities,  no  one,  whether  Jew  or  heathen,  knew 
any  thing  of  a  resolution  on  the  subject  passed  by  the  parent 
church.  The  prohibitions  themselves  are  what  the  Jewish- 
Christians  afterwards  came  to  regard  as  the  minimum  of  legal 
observance  upon  which  they  must  insist  fh)m  the  Gentile- 
Christians.  But  this  minimum  was  never  oflicially  defined. 
It  merely  grew  up  in  practice,  and  was  suggested  by  the 
Noachic  commandments,*  which  the  Jews  required  the  prose- 
lytes of  the  gate  to  observe  ;  or  rather  by  the  precepts  of  the 
Law  to  the  strangers  who  dwelt  in  Israel.*  In  post-apostolic 
times  we  really  find  these  observances  recognized  as  the  test 
of  the  renunciation  of  heathenism. 

Again,  Peter's  visit  to  Antioch,  with  all  that  took  place  on 
that  occasion,  is  consigned  to  oblivion  by  the  book  of  Acts, 
for  obvious  reasons.     The  estrangement  between  Paul  and 

1  Compare  Acts  xxi.  21,  24.  >  Acts  xv.  30,31,  xri.  4,  xxi.  SS. 

■  Sm  vol.  i.  p.  83.  *  LeviticuB  xviL  8  ff. 
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Barnabas,  which  was  really  caused  by  the  equivocal  and 
vacillating  conduct  o*"  the  latter,  is  accounted  for  in  Acts  by 
a  totally  different  cause,  that  has  no  connection  with  the 
question  of  faith ;  but  we  may  remark  that,  since  Paul  still 
writes  of  Baruabas  some  years  afterwards  as  though  he  were 
a  preacher  to  the  heathen  and  a  fellow-laborer  of  his  own  in 
full  sympathy  with  him,^  we  are  justified  in  doubting  whether 
it  is  true  that  the  two  men  separated  for  good,  as  the  book  of 
Acts  declares. 

But  perhaps  the  most  important  of  all  the  divergences 
between  the  historical  account  of  Paul  and  the  harmonizing 
efforts  of  the  author  of  Acts  has  still  to  be  mentioned.  Paul 
tells  us  not  only  that  God  had  unmistakabl}'  appointed  Peter 
the  Apostle  of  the  Jews,  as  He  had  appointed  him  the  preacher 
to  the  heathen,  but  also  that  the  fact  was  recognized  and  de- 
clared at  Jerusalem ;  but  in  Acts  we  find  Peter,  in  a  passage 
of  his  speech  to  which  James  subsequently  refers,  speaking 
of  it  as  a  matter  of  general  knowledge  that  God  had  long  ago 
chosen  him  (Peter) ,  out  of  all  the  rest,  as  the  one  from  whose 
mouth  the  heathen  should  hear  the  gospel  and  believe !  It 
is  easy  to  see  that  this  ascription  of  the  original  apostolate 
of  the  heathen  to  Peter,  this  tearing  of  his  laurels  from  Paul, 
is  simply  intended  to  fill  up  the  gu&  between  the  two  hostile 
|)arties  of  the  post-apostolic  age.  The  story,  composed  with 
this  object  and  referred  to  in  the  discourses  we  have  been 
considering,  runs  as  follows :  *  — 

Peter  was  making  a  tour  of  all  the  churches  in  Palestine, 
which  had  entered  upon  a  period  of  great  prosperity  since 
the  conversion  of  their  most  violent  persecutor,  Saul.  In  the 
course  of  this  journey  he  came  to  Lydda,  and  there,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  the  Messiah,  he  cured  a  certain  -ZEneas,  who 
had  been  lame  and  confined  to  his  bed  for  eight  years.  An 
ui^ent  invitation  from  the  brethren  at  Joppa,  which  was  situ- 
ated on  the  sea-shore  about  four  leagues  from  Lydda,  hastened 
his  departure ;  for  there  at  Joppa  one  of  the  believers,  —  an 
unwearied  benefactress  of  the  poor,  named  Tabitha,  in  Greek 
Dorcas  (that  is  "gazelle"),  —  had  just  died,  and  they  were 
keeping  her  unburied  in  expectation  of  Peter's  arrival.  When 
he  cauie  ae  restored  her  to  life,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  com- 
munity, and  especially  of  the  poor  widows  whom  sLe  had 
provided  with  clothing.  By  these  two  miracles  he  won  many 
Bouls  for  the  good  cause  in  both  the  cities  and  the  districts 

1  GaUUaas  a.  1,  9;  1  CorinthiAiifl  iz«  6.  >  AcU  U-  31-xi.  UL 
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round.  He  remained  at  Joppa  some  time,  in  the  house  of  a 
tanner,  —  which  was  a  proof  of  his  liberality,  since  the  tanner's 
trade  was  considered  half  unclean,  and  those  who  practised  it 
usually  had  to  live  apart.  It  was  here  that  he  received  his 
call  as  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles. 

There  dwelt  at  Csesarea,  a  day  and  a  half  s  joume}-  nortli 
of  Joppa,  a  certain  Cornelius,  an  officer  of  the  Italian  cohort ; 
and  he  and  all  his  household  were  devout  worshippers  of  the 
god  of  Israel,  though  not  proselytes.  One  afternoon,  at  the 
third  hour  of  prayer,  his  enlightened  eyes  beheld  an  angel 
enter  the  apartment ;  and  the  angel  said  that,  as  a  reward  for 
his  perseverance  in  prayer  and  his  frequent  alms  to  the  Jews, 
God  commanded  him  to  send  to  Joppa  for  a  man  called  Simon 
Peter,  who  was  lodging  in  such  and  such  a  house.  Cornelius 
instantly  obeyed,  and  sent  three  trusty  messengers  to  find 
Peter. 

But  would  Peter  consent  to  visit  a  gentile?  That  was  the 
Lord's  care.  The  following  day  at  twelve  o'clock  the  Apostle 
had  gone  out  on  the  roof  of  the  house  for  the  second  prayer. 
He  was  hungry,  but  the  meal  was  not  yet  ready.  Then  he 
fell  into  a  trance  and  saw  the  heaven  open,  while  something 
like  a  great  sheet  suspended  b}'  the  four  corners  was  let  down 
to  earth.  It  contained  all  manner  of  four-footed  and  creeping 
things  and  all  manner  of  birds,  clean  and  unclean  alike.  A 
voice  from  heaven  cried,  "  Rise,  Peter !  kill  and  eat !  "  But  he 
urged  that  he  had  never  eaten  unclean  food  in  his  life ;  upon 
which  the  voice  replied,  ^'What  God  has  cleansed  call  not 
thou  unclean."  This  was  repeated  three  times,  after  which 
the  sheet  was  drawn  up  again  into  heaven.  Now  while  Peter 
was  pondering  upon  the  meaning  of  this  vision,  the  messen- 
gers came  from  Cornelius.  They  had  found  the  house,  and 
were  at  that  very  moment  inquiring  for  Peter.  Then  tiie 
Holy  Spirit  commanded  the  Apostle  to  go  with  them  unhesi- 
tatingly, as  sent  by  the  Spirit.  So  he  came  down,  made 
himself  known,  inquired  what  had  brought  them  to  him, 
heard  of  the  message  Cornelius  had  received  firom  God,  offered 
them  hospitalily  for  that  night,  and  the  next  morning  started 
with  them  for  Cfesarea,  accompanied  by  six  of  the  brethren 
from  Joppa,  on  account  of  the  great  importance  of  the  ooca- 
sion. 

Cornelius  was  awaiting  him,  together  with  his  relatives  and 
his  closest  friends ;  and  no  sooner  had  the  Apostle  entered 
than  he  fell  down  before  him  in  superstitious  reverence.  But 
the  other  repudiated  his  homage,  said  that  he  too  was  a  man 
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and  nothing  more,  and  entered  the  room,  which  was  fbll  of 
people  in  ffuniliar  conversation.  His  first  <!are  was  to  explain 
how  it  was  that  he,  a  Jew,  had  not  refused  to  enter  into  these 
relations  with  a  gentile.  God  had  taught  him  to  consider  no 
man  unclean  or  an  outcast.  But  now  he  wished  to  know  why 
he  had  been  sent  for.  Then  the  officer  told  him  of  the  vision 
he  had  had  as  he  was  fasting  three  days  before,  and  concluded : 
"'  So  now  we  are  all  here,  as  in  the  presence  of  God,  to  know 
what  it  is  that  the  Lord  has  commanded  you." 

Then  Peter  began.  Now  he  knew  for  ceilain  that  God 
paid  no  heed  to  Jbirth  or  to  descent,  but  would  extend  his 
grace  to  an}'  God-fearing  and  virtuous  man,  whether  he  were 
Jew  or  gentile,  and  would  admit  him  into  His  kingdom. 
They  must  all  have  heard  of  the  glad  tidings  sent  to  Israel, 
—  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Lord  of  all  both  Jew  and  gentile.  Atler  the  preaching  of 
John,  the  whole  of  Judsea,  beginning  with  Galilee,  had  been 
filled  with  the  name  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  —  a  man  entrusted 
by  God  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  with  power  to  work  miracles, 
who  had  gone  through  the  land  doing  good  and  healing  all 
the  victims  of  the  devil  by  the  power  of  God.  Now  when 
they  had  murdered  this  man,  God  raised  him  again  and 
showed  him,  not  to  the  whole  of  Israel,  but  to  his  chosen 
witnesses.  He  had  commissioned  the  Apostles  to  preach 
him  to  Israel  as  the  future  judge  of  the  living  and  the  dead  ; 
and  the  prophets  long  ago  had  spoken  of  his  salvation. 

When  Peter  had  reached  this  point,  all  his  hearers  were 
suddenly  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  ''  spoke  with  tongues," 
or  burst  into  rapturous  praises  of  God.  The  Jewish  believers 
from  Joppa  were  filled  with  amazement  when  they  saw  this 
gift  of  the  Spirit,  first  poured  out  on  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
communicated  to  heathen  likewise.  Peter  felt  that,  when  the 
Spirit  had  been  thus  poured  out  upon  them,  there  could  not 
possibly  be  any  difficulty  in  formally  admitting  them  into  the 
Messiah's  community ;  and  accordingly  they  were  baptized  as 
believers  in  the  Lord,  after  which  Peter  yielded  to  their  desire 
that  he  would  stay  with  them  a  little  time. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  other  Apostles  and  the  Jewish 
believers  generally  came  to  hear  that  the  heathen  had  accepted 
the  preaching  of  the  Christ;  and  when  Peter  returned  to 
Jerusalem  the  members  of  the  community  severely  blamed 
him  for  having  sat  at  table  with  the  uncircumcised.  But  when 
Peter  gave  them  a  detailed  account  of  his  vision  of  the  clean 
and  unclean  beasts  and  all  that  had  followed  it,  and  told 
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them  how  the  Spirit  had  been  poured  upon  Cornelius  and  hia 
fWends  (to  which Ihe  six  brethren  from  Joppa  could  testily), 
then  all  agreed  with  him  that  it  was  impossible  to  mistake  the 
hand  of  Gk>d  in  this,  and  that  it  would  be  impious  to  resist  it. 
So  they  made  no  further  difficulties,  but  praised  God  for  hav- 
ing called  the  heathen  also  to  repent  and  attain  to  the  su- 
preme blessedness. 

This  story,  which  is  given  with  extreme  detail  because  of 
Its  great  importance,  is  meant  to  show  that  God  himself  had 
unconditionally  sanctioned  the  conversion  of  the  heathen. 
And  therefore  our  author  places  it  befoi^e  the  beginning  of 
Paul's  work  among  the  gentiles,  and  even  before  Uie  preach- 
ing of  the  Grecian  Jews  at  Antioch.  Eveiy  thing  is  dictated 
from  above,  and  nothing  is  the  result  of  any  human  impulse. 
Nay,  Peter  is  expressly  represented  as  entertaining  a  very 
exaggerated  horror  of  the  gentiles,  which  he  overcomes  with 
difficulty;  while  the  indignation  of  the  men  of  Jerusalem 
shows  that  nothing  short  of  an  unmistakable  divine  revelation 
would  have  reconciled  them  to  the  measure.  It  is  the  angel's 
visit,  the  voice  from  heaven,  and  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit 
that  decide  the  whole  matter.  Thus  it  appears  that  Jew  and 
gentile  are  alike  in  the  sight  of  God ;  that  the  latter  has  the 
same  claims  to  the  gospel  as  the  former ;  that  circumcision 
and  observance  of  the  Law  are  no  conditions  of  salvation. 
The  repeated  use  of  the  expression  '*  the  heathen  "  *  shows  tliat 
there  is  no  intention  of  treating  this  as  an  isolated  case,  and 
that  it  is  regarded  as  involving  the  whole  principle  of  the 
conversion  of  the  heathen.  In  the  end  the  primitive  com* 
munit}'  not  only  acquiesces  in  the  accession  of  the  uncircam- 
cised,  but  glorifies  God  for  it. 

Whether  there  are  any  facts  at  all  at  the  bottom  of  this 
story  it  is  difficult  to  say.  In  an}-  case  its  enumeration  of  the 
cities  Lydda,  Joppa,  and  Csesarea  constitutes  our  sole  re- 
maining account  of  Peter's  wide-spread  and  successful  labors 
as  the  missionary  Apostle  of  the  Jews.  As  it  now  stands,  it 
need  hardly  be  said  that  the  narrative  is  in  direct  contradic- 
tion with  history.  To  con\ance  ourselves  of  this  we  have 
only  to  think  of  the  orthodox  believers  who  forced  themselves 
into  Paul's  communities,  of  the  danger  which  consequently 
threatened  his  work  among  the  heathen,  of  his  painful  jour- 
ney to  Jerusalem,  of  the  emphatic  indication  of  Peter  as  the 
Apostle  of  the  Jews  in  contradistinction  to  the  two  messengers 
to  the  heathen,  of  Peter's  conduct  at  Antioch,  of  the  attitude 
1  Acts  «.  45|  xl  1,  19 ;  compare  x  28,  35,  zi  8, 17. 
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adopted  by  James,  and  of  all  that  yet  remains  to  be  told  of 
the  community  at  Jerusalem.  In  a  word,  this  story  makes 
out  that  the  question  of  the  conversion  of  the  heathen  was 
supernaturally  settled,  once  for  all,  to  everybody's  satisfac- 
tion ;  whereas  we  know  from  Paul  what  bitter  proof  of  the 
contrary  he  had,  and  in  the  book  of  Acts  itself,  a  few  chap- 
ters further  on,  we  find  the  question  still  regarded  as  unset- 
tled.^ Quite  apart  from  the  miracles  and  visions,  then,  the 
stor^-  is  a  palpable  fiction.  As  to  the  miraculous  machinery, 
we  ma}'  note  the  analogies  between  the  restoration  of  Dorcas 
to  life  and  that  of  Jairus's  daughter,  between  the  person  of 
the  CaBsarean  officer  and  that  of  his  brother  in  arms  at  Caper- 
naum, and  above  all  between  the  experiences  of  Peter  and 
the  honor  which  he  gains  and  all  that  we  are  elsewhere  told 
of  Paul.*  And  again  the  visions  of  Peter  and  Cornelius  re- 
mind us  of  those  of  Ananias  and  Saul.  Finally,  it  was  no 
accident,  but  a  definite  attempt  to  obscure  the  events  at  Anti- 
och,  which  dictated  the  emphatic  assertion  that  Peter  had 
eaten  with  the  uncircumcised,  had  been  reproached  for  doing 
so  by  the  orthodox  believers,  had  defended  himself  manfully, 
and  had  freed  himself  from  all  blame  even  in  their  eyes. 

The  whole  story  is  a  pure  invention,  and  any  thing  but  a 
purposeless  one.  Long  after  the  breach  had  been  made  in  tlie 
old  community,  our  author,  or  his  authority,  attempted  to 
heal  it  for  ever  by  throwing  a  veil  over  the  events  that  had 
given  rise  to  it,  or  rather  b}'  disguising  them  past  the  possi- 
bility of  recognition.  He  would  have  accomplished  his 
purpose  to  perfection,  had  not  a  few  of  Paul's  letters  been 
preser\'ed !  After  the  short-lived  peace  of  Jerusalem  the 
decisive  outbreak  at  Antioch  established  the  breach  between 
the  two  parties.  The  difference  of  principle  between  them 
must  end  in  open  warfare.  Personal  jealousies  embittered 
the  contest.  Paul's  public  rebuke  of  Peter  could  never  be 
forgiven.  A  century  afterwards  the  extreme  orthodox  sec- 
tion reproached  him  with  having  told  their  Apostle  that  he 
was  condemned  for  his  equivocal  dealings. 

This  conflict  was  to  follow  Paul,  like  a  curse,  wherever  he 
went,  and  fall  like  a  blight  upon  all  his  work.  He  seems  to 
have  thought  it  best  to  leave  Antioch  at  once.  In  spite  of 
his  uncompromising  attitude,  or  perhaps  in  consequence  of  it, 
he  was  deserted,  or  at  least  suspected,  by  many  of  the  breth- 

1  Acts  XV.  1,  5,  6,  et  sea. 

s  Compare  Mark  v.  23,  35,  40-43  with  Acts  ix.  37-41;  Luke  vU.  8-«  with 
Acts  z.  1,  8,  4;  22;  and  s«e  p.  539  and  chap.  x.  p.  000. 
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ren.  He  permanently  removed  to  other  regions  the  scene  of 
his  labors  as  a  preacher.  Let  us  follow  him  upon  these  mis- 
sionary journey's  and  stay  with  him,  as  he  takes  up  his  abode 
for  longer  or  shorter  periods  in  various  centres  of  the  ancient 
civilization ! 


Chapter  VH. 

THE  GOSPEL  IN  EUROPE. 

Acts  XVI.-XVm.  18;  Maek  V.  l-20> 

IN  the  book  of  Acts  Paul's  missionary  labors  are  artificially 
divided  into  ihvee  periods.  Each  journey  is  begun  from 
Antioch  and  concluded  or  followed  by  a  visit  to  Jerusalem  ; 
and  in  each  case  that  portion  of  the  narrative  on  which  the 
chief  stress  falls  is  illusti'ated  by  a  dUiCOurse.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  first  journey  there  is  an  address  to  the  Jews,  in 
the  middle  of  the  second  a  discourse  to  the  heathen,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  third  a  farewell  speech  to  the  Christians.  But 
we  cannot  preserve  this  division,  for  the  visit  to  the  primitive 
communit}'  in  the  City  of  the  Temple  which  divides  the  so- 
called  second  and  third  missionar}*  journeys  was  never  made 
at  all,  and  the  two  therefore  fall  into  one.*  After  the  events 
at  Antioch  (51  or  52  a.d.)  begins  a  period  of  not  less  than 
six  and  not  more  than  eight  years,  during  which  we  find  Paul 
working  in  a  fresh  field  in  the  central  and  western  portions 
of  Asia  Minor,  in  Macedonia,  and  in  Greece,  travelling  about 
from  place  to  place  but  settling  for  some  time,  first  at  Corinth 
and  afterwards  at  Ephesus,  where  he  found  convenient  centres 
from  which  to  start  and  to  which  to  return. 

Among  the  written  sources  of  information  used  by  the  au- 
thor of  Acts  was  a  record  made  by  an  unknown  friend  of  the 
Apostle,  who  accompanied  him  upon  some  at  least  of  his 
journeys.  It  has  been  conjectured  that  this  friend  was  Titus, 
whose  name  is  never  mentioned  in  the  book  of  Acts ;  and, 
though  we  cannot  be  certain  in  the  matter,  there  seem  to  be 
no  valid  objections  to  this  idea.  A  more  common  opinion  is 
that  it  was  a  certain  Greek  physician  of  the  name  of  Luke,* 
and  that  the  tradition  which  ascribes  the  whole  book  to  him 

i  Matthew  viiL  28-^4;  Luke  viu.  96-39.  <  Acts  xviu.  21.  28. 

'  Colossians  iv.  14. 
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rests  upon  the  fact  that  it  contains  these  fi'aginents  from  his 
hand.^  But  whoever  he  was  we  only  possess  a  I'ew  fragmonts 
of  lii?  itinerary,'^  embracing  the  passage  to  Philippi  and  the 
■opening  of  the  Apostle's  labors  at  that  place,  the  last  journey 
from  Europe  to  Asia  Minor,  the  journey  to  Jerusalem,  and 
finally  that  to  Rome.  We  recognize  these  fragments  at  once 
from  the  authoi*'s  use  of  the  first  person  plural,  which  the  writer 
of  Acts  preserved,  perhaps  with  a  feeling  that  this  *'  we"  would 
give  a  greater  air  of  fidelity  to  the  whole  book.  In  other  re- 
spects he  probablj'  was  not  equally  scrupulous  in  giving  the 
fragments  just  as  he  found  them. 

It 's  not  an  accident  that  we  first  meet  with  this  eye-witness 
on  occasion  of  the  introduction  and  initial  establishment  of 
the  gospel  in  Europe  ;  for  the  preaching  of  the  gospd  in  our 
own  quarter  of  the  globe  has  almost  as  special  an  interest  for 
our  author  as  it  has  for  ourselves.  In  fact  he  lays  down  his 
pen  as  soon  as  he  has  recorded  the  establishment  of  Chiis- 
tianit}'  in  Rome,  —  the  heart  of  the  Grseco-Roman  world,  the 
gi-eat  capital  of  the  West.  And  so  too  here  he  passes  with 
extreme  rapidity  over  all  that  precedes  the  passage  to  Europe ; 
namely,  the  journey  through  Syria  and  Cilicia,  by  Derbe  and 
Lystra  (where  Paul  found  Timoth}-  and  took  him  with  him), 
and  through  Phrygia  and  Galatia.*  He  further  informs  us 
that  the  Apostle  was  prevented  by  divine  interposition  from 
preaching  in  the  northwest  of  Asia  Minor,  and  that  at  Troas 
God  summoned  him  to  preach  the  gospel  in  Europe  by  send- 
ing him  a  vision  of  a  Macedonian  who  implored  him  to  come 
over  to  his  land  with  the  message  of  salvation. 

There  is  only  one  portion  of  this  \ery  meagre  account 
which  we  are  in  a  position  to  ampUf}'.  It  is  the  journey 
through  Galatia.  In  a  letter  that  he  afterwards  wrote  to  the 
congregations  scattered  through  this  district,  Paul  reminds 
them  that  an  illness  had  compelled  him  to  remain  some  time 
among  them,*  —  probabl}'  not  in  any  of  the  great  cities,  such 
as  Pessinus,  Tavium,  or  Ancyra,  but  in  the  country.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  his  labors  in  this  district,  which  were 
crowned  with  remarkable  success.  Here  he  met  with  men  of 
a  very  different  character  from  any  he  had  yet  known.  They 
were  not  Asiatics,  but  were  Gallic  or  Celtic  colonists  who  had 
been  settled  in  the  district  for  three  hundred  years.  Although 
he  was  lU,  and  his  sickness  seems  to  have  had  an  offensive) 

1  Compare  p.  S9. 

«  Acts  xvi.  10-17,  XX.  6-15,  xxi.  1-18,  xxvii.  1-xxviii.  16. 

*  See  pp.  555,  556.  «  Galatians  ir.  13. 
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character,  perhaps  consisting  in  whole  or  in  part  in  an  erup- 
tion or  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  yet  he  met  with  an  eminently 
favorable  reception.  Had  he  been  an  angel  from  heaven,  or 
the  Christ  in  person,  he  could  hardly  have  been  welcomed- 
more.  The  Galatians  would  have  torn  out  their  very  eyes  to 
give  him.*  These  were  fair  daj's  in  the  stonny  life  of  Paul. 
There  were  no  Jews  to  listen  with  amazement  and  suspicion 
to  his  words,  or  to  oflfer  direct  resistance.  He  had  onl}'  to  do 
with  heathen,  whom  he  found  as  simple  and  open-minded  as 
the3^  were  earnest  for  salvation.  So  he  preached  the  death 
of  Jesus  on  the  cross  to  them  as  the  onlj'  means  of  salvation, 
and  preached  ^o  clearly  and  powerfully  that  he  seemed  to  set 
it  befoie  their  Nerj'  e3'es ;  and  they  joyfull}'  accepted  the  faith 
that  was  to  justify  them  in  the  sight  of  God.  Signs  that 
their  spiritual  nature  was  thoroughly  roused  soon  followed. 
Spiritual  blessings  were  multiplied  upon  them ;  they  glowed 
with  zeal  for  the  truth,  and  strove  to  live  pure  lives  in  order 
that  when  the  Christ  returned  he  might  receive  them  into  the 
kingdom  of  God.^  Before  Paul  left  Galatia  he  had  founded 
a  number  of  communities  of  heathen  converts,  small  but  rich 
in  promise,  won  heart  and  soul  for  his  gospel,  and  deeply 
attached  to  him  personally. 

The  journey  from  the  heart  of  Asia  Minor  to  the  northwest 
coast  appears  to  have  furnished  little  or  nothing  noteworthy. 
At  Troas  Paul  took  ship,  accompanied  by  Timothy,  Silas,  and 
the  unknown  companion  who  wrote  the  diary.  Passing  the 
island  of  Samothrace,  they  came  in  two  days  to  Neapolis,  on 
the  coast  of  Thrace,  whence  they  proceeded  to  Phllippi  in 
Macedonia.  This  city,  which  Augustus  had  made  a  Roman 
colony,  was  the  scene  of  the  first  preaching  of  the  gospel  in 
Europe.  On  the  Sabbath  day  after  their  arrival  the  mission- 
aries went  through  the  city  gate  to  the  Jewish  house  of  prayer, 
whicli  was  situated  as  usual  near  the  river,  for  the  convenience 
of  the  woj'shippers,  who  were  thus  enabled  to  perform  the 
prescribed  ablutions  before  offering  their  prayers.  Here  they 
found  cerfciin  women  to  whom  the}'  spoke  about  the  object  of 
their  visit,  and  among  them  was  a  proselyte  known  as  Lydia, 
or  '*  the  L^dian  woman,"  because  she  came  from  Thyatira,  in 
Lydia.  She  was  a  seller  of  purple  dye.  Now  this  woman 
listened  to  Pauls  preaching  with  extreme  interest,  and  before 
long  she  was  converted  and  baptized,  with  all  her  household, 
and  begged  the  missionaries  to  take  up  their  abode  with  her. 

1  GaUtiaos  iv.  14, 16.  S  Galatians  iii.  1  ff.,  ir,  18,  v.  7,  vi.  9. 10. 
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But  few  particulars  are  known  of  their  stay  at  Philippi, 
which  certainly  lasted  a  good  many  weeks.  Their  work 
prospered,  and  a  community  was  founded  to  which  Paul  was 
alwaj's  deeply  attached  to  the  day  of  his  death ;  and  it  re- 
turned his  affection,  became  his  pride  and  joy,  and,  while  so 
many  others  fell  away  from  him,  always  remained  faithfhl  and 
obedient.  JMore  than  once  in  the  period  we  are  now  consid- 
ering, and  afterwards  when  he  was  a  prisoner  at  Rome,  Paul 
consented  to  receive  pecuniar}-  assistance  from  his  friends  at 
Philippi,  though  he  had  made  it  a  general  rule  to  provide  for 
his  own  support.*  Among  the  Apostle's  fellow-laborers  at 
Philippi,  two  women  (Euodia  and  Syntyche)  and  two  men 
(Clement  and  Epaphroditus)  are  mentioned  by  name.*  All 
this  deserves  our  confidence  ;  but  the  following  account  of  the 
way  in  which  the  stay  at  Philippi  was  brought  to  a  close 
certainly  cannot  be  accepted  as  it  stands:  — 

As  the  missionaries  were  going  to  the  place  of  prayer,  they 
were  met  by  a  certain  slave-girl  who  was  possessed  of  a  spirit 
of  divination  which  brought  her  owners  great  profit.  Per- 
haps she  was  a  ventriloquist.  Now  she  foUowed  the  preach- 
ers day  after  day,  and  pointed  them  out  to  every  one  as 
servants  of  the  Most  High  who  preached  the  way  of  salvation. 
At  last  Paul  was  grieved  by  what  she  did,  and  commanded 
the  spirit,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  come  out  of  her, 
which  it  unmediately  did.  But  by  this  action  he  drew  down 
upon  himself  the  enmity  of  the  girl's  proprietors,  for  he  had 
deprived  them  of  a  considerable  source  of  profit.  Accord- 
ingly they  seized  the  first  opportunity  of  laying  hold  of  Paul 
and  Silas  and  dragging  them  before  the  chief  magistrates, 
the  Duumvirs,  in  the  market-place.  They  denounced  them 
as  Jews,  who  had  thrown  the  city  into  commotion,  and  who 
taught  a  foreign  religion  which  it  was  illegal  for  them,  as 
Roman  citizens,  to  adopt.*  The  people  vociferously  demanded 
that  the  two  strangers  should  be  punished,  and  the  magis- 
trates, tearing  their  clothes  from  their  backs,  ordered  a  severe 
scourging  to  be  administered  to  them ;  after  which  they  were 
thrown  into  prison,  with  special  orders  to  the  jailer  to  keep 
them  securely.  Accordingly  they  were  locked  in  the  inmost 
dungeon,  wiQi  their  feet  in  the  stocks.  So  far  from  being 
terrified,  Paul  and  Silas  only  rejoiced  that  they  were  thought 
worthy  to  suffer  in  the  good  cause ;  and  they  offered  up  their 
prayers  and  made  the  prison  ring  with  their  songs  of  praise, 

1  PhUippians  i.  5,  ii.  12,  iv.  14-16.  >  Philippians  iv.  8,  3.  ii.  26. 

*  Compare  p  3. 
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do  that  all  the  other  prisoners  listened.  And  thus  the  hour  of 
midnight  came.  Then  suddenly  the  foundations  of  the  prison 
shook  with  a  mighty  earthquake,  while  all  the  doors  flew  open 
of  themselves  and  all  the  fetters  dropped  from  the  prisoners' 
limbs.  The  jailer  waked  ;  and  when  he  saw  the  doors  wide 
open,  thinking  that  the  prisoners  had  escaped,  and  knowing 
that  he  was  responsible  for  their  safe  custodj',  he  drew  his 
sword  in  despair  and  was  going  to  kill  himself.  But  Paul 
cried  out,  ''Do  yourself  no  violence,  for  we  are  all  here!'' 
Then  the  jailer  called  for  a  light,  rushed  in  and  fell  down 
trembling  before  Paul  and  Silas,  whom  he  now  recognized  as 
messengers  of  God,  He  brought  them  out  of  the  prison  and 
said,  "Masters!  what  must  I  do  to  be  saved?"  They  told 
him  he  must  believe  in  the  Christ,  preached  the  gospel  to  him 
and  his  household,  and  baptized  them  that  same  night.  He 
on  his  side  washed  and  mollified  the  wounds  they  had  received 
from  the  scourges,  took  them  with  him  to  his  own  house,  and 
set  food  before  them,  rejoicing  gve&ily  that  he  and  all  his 
household  had  learned  to  believe  in  God.  In  the  morning 
the  magistrates  sent  the  lictors  to  dismiss  the  two  preachers  ; 
and  the  jailer  told  them  that  they  could  go  in  peace.  But 
Paul  would  not  accept  this  message.  They  had  been  publicly 
maltreated  and  condemned  to  prison,  he  urged,  in  defiance  of 
the  law  which  forbade  the  scourging  of  Roman  citizens ;  and 
were  they  now  to  be  smuggled  out  in  secrecy  ?  No !  let  the 
magistrates  themselves  come  and  conduct  them  out  of  the 
prison  honorably!  When  the  duumvirs  received  this  mes- 
sage, they  were  alarmed  to  find  that  they  had  unwittingly 
infringed  upon  the  privileges  of  Roman  citizens  ;  so  they  led 
them  out  of  the  prison  with  a  courteous  apolog)',  and  begged 
them  to  leave  the  city  for  fear  of  fresh  commotions.  Ac- 
cordingly they  took  leave  of  the  brethren  in  Lydia's  house, 
and  then  departed. 

We  cannot  accept  this  narrative  as  true.  The  conduct  of 
the  magistrates,  who  have  no  good  reason  either  for  their 
savage  enmity  at  first  or  their  remarkable  courtes}"  afterwards, 
the  conduct  of  Paul  himself,  who  does  not  plead  bis  Roman 
citizenship  till  too  late,  the  superfluous  miracle  of  the  earth- 
quake which  in  some  way  causes  all  the  fetters  to  fall  from 
the  prisoners*  limbs,  the  wonderftil  self-restraint  of  the  prison- 
ers themselves,  not  one  of  whom  escapes,  Paul's  knowledge  of 
the  fact,  though  he  is  situated  in  the  inmost  cell  and  all  is  dark- 
ness, —  these  and  other  such  features  in  the  story  put  it  beyond 
all  doubt  that  it  is  a  fiction  framed  on  the  model  of  the  miracQ- 
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loQs  deliverance  of  the  Twelve,  and  afterwards  of  Peter.*  The 
only  circumstances  we  can  accept  as  facts  arc  that  a  slave- 
girl  who  was  possessed  shouted  after  Paul,  which  the  eye- 
witness mentions,  and  that  the  preachers  were  severely  han- 
dled at  Philippi,  as  we  are  told  elsewhere,  probably  by  Paul 
himself.^ 

The  preachers  c  f  Christ  now  followed  the  great  highway 
through  Amphipdhs  and  ApoUonia,  and  in  fbur  days  reached 
Thessalonica,  the  capital  of  the  second  district  of  Macedonia, 
an  important  and  populous  commercial  centre.  Undaunted 
bj'  their  sufferings  at  Philippi,  thej'  resumed  their  task  at 
Thessalonica  and  met  with  great  success.  Their  gospel  found 
ready  access,  and  a  community  of  heathen  was  soon  estab- 
lished who  received  it  as  a  message  from  God  with  so  much 
warmth  that  the  new  religion  rapidly  spread ;  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  close  intercourse  between  Thessalonica  and  the 
surrounding  country,  and  its  extensive  commercial  relations 
with  other  places,  the  news  of  the  movement  spread  far  and 
wide.*  Not  that  there  was  no  resistance.  Constantly,  and 
from  the  very  first,  the  believers  had  much  to  endure  ftrom 
their  unconverted  fellow-townsmen;  but  in  spite  of  every 
thing  the}'  were  filled  with  joy  to  think  of  the  salvation  that 
awaited  them,  for  the  preachers  had  warned  them  from  the 
first  that  they  must  expect  to  be  oppressed  before  the  Christ 
should  return,  bringing  blessings  and  glory  to  all  who  had 
confessed  him.*  It  is  probable,  too,  that  the  preachers  were 
greatly  harassed  and  at  last  expelled  by  the  Jewish  residents 
at  Thessalonica,  who  could  not  endure  that  the  kingdom  of 
God  should  be  promised  to  the  heathen.  This  premature 
departure  was  a  great  grief  to  Paul,  for  he  had  thoroughly 
set  his  heart  on  establishing  a  flourishing  community,  and  he 
had  not  been  able  to  stay  as  long  as  he  wished  or  thought 
necessary.* 

The  book  of  Acts  makes  Paul  conform  to  the  rule  which  it 
has  imposed  upon  him  before,*  and  begin  by  demonstrating  to 
the  Jews  in  the  synagogue,  on  three  successive  Sabbaths,  that 
the  Scripture  foretold  the  suffering  and  resuiTection  of  the 
Messiah,  and  proved  that  Jesus  was  he.     The  author  has 

1  See  pp.  496  if.,  490  ff.,  540,  541. 

*  1  Thessalonians  ii.  2 ;  compare  2  Corinthians  zL  25. 

*  1  TbessaloniacB  i.  7-9,  ii.  13,  14. 

<  1  Thessalonians  i.  6,  10.  ii.  14,  iii.  3,  i. 

*  1  Thessalonians  ii  15  ff.  •  See  p.  540. 
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preserved  the  name  of  the  man  with  whom  Paul  and  Silas 
stayed,  which  was  Jason,  and  the  names  of  three  other  breth- 
ren who  subsequently  accompanied  Paul  upon  some  of  his 
Journeys,  —  namely,  Gains,  Aristarchus,  and  Secundus.  His 
account  of  the  termination  of  Paul's  visit  is  as  follows :  When 
the  gospel  had  made  great  way,  especially  among  the  prose- 
lytes and  distinguished  women,  the  Jews  became  jealous, 
stirred  up  a  good-for-nothing  rabble  to  make  a  riotous  attack 
upon  Jason's  house  in  hopes  of  finding  the  preachers  there, 
and,  failing  in  this,  dragged  Jason  himself  and  certain  other 
Christians  before  the  magistrates.  They  accused  them  of 
harboring  men  who  were  turning  the  world  upside  down  and 
demanding  allegiance  to  their  king,  Jesus,  instead  of  the  em- 
peror. But  the  authorities  set  Jason  and  the  rest  at  liberty 
when  they  had  given  sureties  for  the  conduct  of  their  guests. 

Under  cover  of  night  the  preachers  now  made  their  way  to 
Berea,  where  according  to  the  Acts  they  again  addressed 
themselves  expressl}'  to  the  Jews.  They  found  them  more 
willing  to  hear  them,  more  interested  in  what  they  said,  and 
less  wedded  to  their  prejudices  than  their  fellow-believers  at 
Thessalonica  had  been ;  and  their  labors  met  with  success. 
But  the  Jews  of  Thessalonica,  hearing  that  Paul  was  preach- 
ing the  gospel  at  Berea,  went  after  him  and  succeeded  in 
stirring  up  the  mob  against  him.  The  faithful,  of  whom  So- 
pater  alone  is  mentioned  by  name,  immediately  conveyed 
Paul  to  the  sea-shore  and  escorted  him  to  Athens,  whence 
they  returned  with  a  request  from  him  to  Silas  and  Timothy, 
who  had  stayed  at  Berea,  to  join  him  as  soon  as  possible. 

This  narrative  is  slightly  inaccurate  in  certain  points.  In 
reality,  when  Paul  had  been  compelled  to  leave  Thessalonica 
he  made  more  than  one  fruitless  effort  to  return.  At  last  he 
could  bear  it  no  longer,  and  from  Athens  he  sent  Timothy, 
though  it  left  him  single-handed  himself,  to  strengthen  the 
believers  at  Thessalonica  under  the  oppression  tihey  were 
suffering.^ 

Paul  at  Athens !  The  Gospel  of  the  crucified  Nazarene  had 
reached  the  centre  of  Grecian  cultura,  philosophy,  art,  and 
eloquence !  The  insignificant  Jewish  preacher  stood  at  the 
focus  of  the  world's  aesthetic,  intellectual,  and  sdiolarly 
life! 

The  ver}'  nature  of  the  case  forbade  the  new  religion  fh)m 
making  any  rapid  progress  in  this  brilliant  society^  where  it 

I  1  ThessaloniuiB  u.  17, 18,  iU.  1,  a,  U. 
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oould  only  seem  a  folly,  and  could  only  meet  with  ridicule. 
Love  of  sensuous  gratification  rejected  the  demands  of  self- 
denial  ;  refined  taste  was  equally  offended  by  the  cross  itself, 
and  by  the  person  and  address  of  its  emissaries,  —  in  a  word, 
the  conception  of  life  and  the  philosophy  of  the  universe 
which  these  preachers  held  were  alike  and  utterly  foreign  to 
the  tone  of  Athens.  And  yet  the  future  of  Christianity  de- 
pended upon  its  power  of  ultimately  bringing  the  Grecian 
spirit  under  the  control  of  its  influence,  and  availing  itself  of 
its  manifold  capacities  and  its  noble  powers.  It  is  one  of 
Paul's  chief  merits,  one  of  the  strongest  proofs  of  the  value 
of  his  doctrines,  that  his  profound  and  philosophical  concep- 
tions secured  this  victory  at  last. 

It  was  a  moment  of  deep  import,  then,  when  the  Apostle  of 
the  gentiles,  full  of  zeal  as  ever,  raised  his  voice  in  the  very 
heart  of  Greece.  But  at  first  he  excited  little  or  no  atten- 
tion, and  his  har\'est  was  but  small.  Indeed,  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  taking  up  his  abode  for  any  length  of  time  at 
Athens,  and  after  laboring  there  but  a  little  while  he  went  on 
to  Corinth.  Of  the  small  circle  won  for  the  Christ  at  Athens 
we  have  the  names  of  Dionysius  —  a  member  of  the  highest 
judicial  body,  who  figures  in  ecclesiastical  tradition  as  the 
first  bishop  (overseer)  of  the  community  at  Athens  —  and  of  a 
woman  named  Damaris. 

The  author  of  Acts,  to  whom  we  owe  the  preservation  of 
these  names,  caught  the  dramatic  interest  of  the  moment 
when  Christianity  was  first  preached  at  Athens,  though  he 
never  grasped  the  meaning  of  the  Pauline  gospel  in  all  its 
depth  and  compass.  Here,  then,  he  gives  us  a  kind  of  coun- 
terpart to  his  picture  of  Stephen's  preaching  and  experiences 
at  Jerusalem.  He  borrows  his  colors  from  what  he  knew  of 
the  reception  given  to  the  gospel  by  cultivated  Greeks  of  his 
own  day ;  and  bringing  Paul  to  the  hill  of  Ares  (Mars) , 
where  the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  the  special  guardian 
of  religious  laws,  used  to  hold  its  sittings,  he  puts  a  discourse 
upon  his  lips  which  is  distinguished  by  the  remarkable  felicity 
of  its  introduction  and  the  beauty  of  its  thoughts,  but  is 
foreign  alike  in  form  and  substance  to  the  mind  of  the 
Apostle.  He  tells  us,  then,  that  Paul  was  deeply  shocked  by 
the  idolatry  of  Athens ;  and  it  is  true  that  the  city  was 
i*emarkably  rich  in  temples,  altars,  and  statues  of  the  deities, 
unequalled  in  beauty  anywhere.  He  spoke  in  the  synagogue, 
coctinues  our  author,  with  the  Jews  and  proselytes,  and  m 
the  market-place  daily  with  any  one  that  he  could  meet. 
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Certain  philosophers,  too,  of  different  schools,  —  Epicareana 
and  Stoics,  —  argued  with  him.  But  one  despised  his  words 
as  mere  babbling,  while  another  taxed  him  with  proclaimiDg 
foreign  gods,  Jesus  and  resurrection,  —  the  crime  for  which 
Socrates  in  days  gone  b}'  had  been  forced  to  drink  the  hem- 
lock. At  last  curiosit3%  which  was  the  ruling  passion  of  the 
people  of  Athens,  urged  them  to  conduct  him  to  the  Areopa- 
gus (Ares'  hill)  and  invite  him  to  expound  these  novel  doc- 
trines to  them.  His  discourse  was  at  once  a  defence  of 
himself  and  an  exposition  of  the  gospel,  and  he  attached 
it  to  an  inscription  he  had  seen  u^wn  an  altar  that  ran,  ''To 
an  unknown  God."  Yes !  this  God  whom  they  knew  not ;  the 
Creator  and  Ruler  of  all  things  ;  the  All-sufficing,  who  was  not 
far  from  his  offspring,  man  ;  who  could  not  be  represented  by 
an  image,  the  lifeless  product  of  a  human  hand,  — even  Him 
did  he  preach  to  them !  Then  he  urged  them  to  repent,  for 
the  last  judgment  was  at  hand,  — the  judgment  by  a  man  whom 
God  had  raised  from  the  realms  of  death.  A  man  raised 
from  the  dead !  That  was  too  much  for  the  gravity  of  the 
Athenians.  They  would  listen  to  him  no  longer.  Some 
openly  ridiculed  him,  others  put  on  an  appearance  of  courtesy 
and  interest ;  but  the  result  was  meagre  in  the  extreme. 

From  Athens  Paul  went  on  to  Corinth.  Corinth  was  the 
capital  of  the  Roman  province  of  Achaia,  the  seat  of  the  gov- 
ernor, renowned  from  of  old  for  its  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures above  any  other  cit}'  in  Greece ;  marvellouslj'  favored 
b}'^  Nature,  since  it  lay  upon  an  isthmus  between  two  bays,  and 
was  flanked  by  its  harbors  of  Lechseum  on  the  west  and  Cen- 
chreae  on  the  east;  lavishl}^  but  tastefully  embellished  by 
art ;  proverbial  for  its  wealth,  its  luxury,  and  its  licentious- 
ness. Here  Paul  established  himself  for  the  present,  as  the 
place  seemed  admirably  adapted  to  serve  as  a  centre  for  his 
missionar}'  labors.  He  began  by  seeking  the  means  of  sup- 
porting himself  by  his  trade,  and  this  brought  him  into  contact 
with  a  certain  Jew  of  the  name  of  Aquila.  He  was  a  native 
of  Pontus,  but  he  had  just  now  come,  together  with  his  wife, 
Prisca  or  Priscilla,  from  Rome.  The  cause  of  their  leaving 
that  city  was  that  the  Emperor  Claudius  had  ordered  all  the 
Jews  out  of  Rome,  in  consequence,  it  would  appear,  of  some 
disturbances ;  but  so  many  Jews  were  settled  there  that  we 
can  hardly  suppose  the  edict  was  ever  strictly  enforced,  and 
in  any  case  it  was  very  soon  allowed  to  lapse.  Now  this 
Aquila  was  a  tent-maker,  like  Paul  himself;  so  the  latter  took 
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ap  his  abode  with  him  and  they  worked  together.  Whether 
Aquila  and  his  wife  were  alreadj^  Christians,  or  whether  Paul 
converted  them,  we  are  not  told.  We  onl}'  know  that  they 
afterwards  settled  at  Ephesus,  and  are  repeatedly  mentioned 
in  Paul's  letters  as  believers,  in  whose  house  a  little  band  of 
Christians  regularly  met,  and  as  fellow-laborers  of  his  own 
who  had  evqn  risked  their  lives  for  him.* 

As  soon  as  the  Apostle  arrived  at  Corinth,  he  began  his 
work  as  the  messenger  of  Christ  with  his  accustomed  zeal ; 
and  when  he  was  joined  soon  afterwards  by  Silas  and  Timo- 
thy, who  came  from  Thessalonica,  the  three  seized  every 
opportunity  of  prosecuting  their  task.  Paul  himself  confesses 
that  he  began  his  labors  amid  these  tx)tally  new  suiTOundings 
with  extreme  trepidation,  fearing  that  his  want  of  Gi*eek  cul- 
ture would  be  fatal  to  his  success ;  but  he  adds  that  he  ful- 
filled his  task  in  the  demonstration  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  of 
the  power  of  God.*  In  view  of  the  approaching  (lay  of  judg- 
ment at  the  establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  he  preached 
in  all  simplicity,  as  to  first  beginners,  the  gospel  of  the  cru- 
cified one,  whose  death  was  the  salvation  of  all  who  would 
believe.  According  to  Acts,  both  Paul  and  his  companions 
confined  themselves  as  usual  to  the  synagogue  at  first.  There 
Paul  endeavored  every  Sabbath  to  convince  the  Jews  that 
Jesas  was  the  Messiah ;  but  when  they  persistently  rejected 
and  reviled  his  message,  he  felt  at  liberty  to  turn  to  the  hea- 
then ;  and  after  that  he  never  went  into  the  synagogue  again, 
but  preached  in  the  house  of  a  proselyte  called  Justus,  who 
lived  close  by.  Now  all  this  is  simply  dictated  by  the  writer's 
well-known  misconception  of  Paul's  apostolate  to  the  heathen  ;• 
but  when  he  tells  us  that  Crispus,  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue, 
became  a  believer,  the  statement  finds  confirmation<elsewhere. 
For  we  happen  to  know  that  by  a  rare  exception*  Paul  baptized 
him  with  his  own  hand,  as  also  a  certain  Gaius,  in  whose 
house  he  subsequently  lodged,  and  who  exercised  hospitality 
to  the  whole  community.  Before  either  of  these  he  had  like- 
wise baptized  the  household  of  Stephanas,  who  is  honorably 
mentioned  as  ''the  first  fruits  of  Achaia." *  Together  with 
this  Stephanas,  we  hear  of  Fortunatus  and  Achaicus;  of 
a  woman  called  Phoebe,  who  was  deaconess  of  the  community 
at  Cenchreae,  and  rendered  the  greatest  services  to  the  good 

1  1  Corinthians  xri.  19;  Romans  zri.  3,  4;  compare  Acts  xviii.  18,  26;  2 
Timothr  iy.  19. 

s  1  Corinthians  ii.  3,  4.  >  See  p.  640,  and  1  Corinthians  xii.  2. 

«  See  p.  537.  •  1  Corinthians  i.  14, 16,  xri.  16,  17;  Romans  xvi.  23. 
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cause ;  of  Erastus  the  city  treasurer ;  of  Quartus  and  others/ 
Thus  the  circle  of  believers  gradually  swelled,  and  was  dis- 
tinguished by  keen  interest  in  the  gospel  and  great  spirit- 
ual activity.  We  read  in  Acts  that  the  Christ  appeared  by 
night  to  Paul  and  ui^ed  him  to  preach  courageoush',  for 
he  would  suppoH  him  and  would  fVustrate  every  hostile  design, 
and  there  were  many  souls  in  Corinth  readj'  tp  receive  the 
gospel.  The  Apostle  himself  says  nothing  of  this  vision. 
He  only  tells  us  that  his  converts  were  for  the  most  part 
ignorant  men,  of  no  position,  —  slaves  and  the  reAise  of 
society,  —  and  that  the  previous  lives  of  many  of  them  left 
very  much  to  be  desired.* 

Paul  worked  a  year  and  a  half  at  Corinth ;  but  we  must  not 
suppose  that  he  never  left  the  city  all  this  time.  He  visited 
the  two  harbors,  the  places  in  the  neighborhood,  and  many 
more  distant  cities  of  Achaia,  —  as  wc  may  gather  from  the 
superscriptions  of  his  two  letters  to  the  Coiinthians.*  In  con- 
sequence of  these  ex[)editions  he  was  not  alwa3's  in  a  position 
to  provide  for  his  own  support ;  but  he  never  either  asked  or 
received  an}'  help  from  those  among  whom  he  was  laboring 
Some  of  the  Macedonian  believers  however,  probably  Philip- 
pians,  sent  him  assistance,  which  he  thankfully  accepted.^ 
Only  one  event  is  chronicled  in  Acts  during  all  this  period, 
and  that  one  serves  the  author's  purpose  of  representing  the 
Romans  as  more  friendly  to  the  gospel  than  the  Jews.  Gal- 
lio,  we  are  told  (a  brother  of  the  celebrated  Seneca,  and  a 
man  of  very  lovable  and  exalted  character) ,  was  governor  of 
Achaia;  and  the  Jews  rose  against  Paul  as  one  man  and 
dragged  him  before  his  judgment-seat,  saying  that  he  was  one 
who  taught  men  to  serve  God  in  a  manner  that  conflicted 
with  the  Law.  But  Gallio  did  not  so  much  as  ask  Paul  for 
his  defence.  He  told  the  accusers  that  the}'  had  brought  no 
criminal  charge  against  Paul,  and  that  he  had  no  intention  of 
mixing  himself  up  with  their  religious  disputes :  the}'  mast 
settle  them  among  themselves.  Upon  this  he  dismissed  them ; 
and  the  people  seized  their  leader,  Sosthenes,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded Crispus  as  ruler  of  the  synagogue,  and  beat  him,  while 
Gallio  looked  on  and  did  not  intei^ere.  Paul,  continues  our 
author,  still  remained  some  time  at  Corinth,  and  then  took 
leave  of  the  community  and  crossed  over  with  Aquila  and 
Priscilla  to  Ephesus. 

1  Romans  xvi.  1,  2,  23.  *  1  GorinthUns  i.  26-28,  vi.  9-11. 

<  1  Corinthians  i.  2 ;  2  Corinthians  i.  1. 
«  2  Corinthians  xi.  8,  9. 
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We  cannot  fail  to  observe  the  extreme  brevity  with  which 
this  period  of  the  life  of  Paul  is  treated,  altiiough  the  splendor 
and  importance  of  the  city,  the  success  of  the  preaching,  and 
above  all  the  remarkable  subsequent  history  of  the  community 
combine  to  make  it  exceedingly  important.  Had  the  author 
no  means  of  information  at  command?  Or  was  the  very  fact 
that  Corinth  soon  became  the  scene  of  divisions  and  sectarian 
animosities  the  true  cause  of  his  brevity?  We  are  almost 
inclined  to  accept  this  latter  explanation,  especially  when  wo 
remember  how  careful  he  is  to  make  the  main  stress  fall  upon 
the  Apostle's  preaching  at  Athens,  though  he  hardly  left  any 
traces  behind  him  there. 

Our  means  of  filling  in  the  gap  are  very  scanty.  We  have 
already  mentioned  a  few  details  gleaned  from  the  first  epistle 
to  the  Corinthians  and  the  sixteenth  chapter  of  Romans. 
We  may  add  that  if  the  first  epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  is 
genaine,  as  we  have  assumed  it  to  be,  then  it  was  written  at 
Corinth  during  this  period,  in  the  name  not  only  of  Paul  him- 
self but  also  of  Silvanus  (Silas)  and  Timothy,  who  must 
therefore  have  been  with  the  Apostle  at  the  time,  and  who 
were  also  held  in  honor  at  Thessalonica  as  his  fellow-laborers. 
This  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  Paul  had  endeavored  to 
make  up  by  writing  for  the  want  of  personal  intercourse  and 
preaching.  The  epistle,  if  authentic,  is  the  earliest  specimen 
of  Christian  literature.  Its  contents  show  what  anxious  care 
the  Apostle  had  felt  for  this  community,  the  preservation  and 
prosperity  of  which  he  held  to  be  of  extremest  consequence 
to  the  prospects  of  the  gospel.  He  had  dreaded  the  efifect  of 
the  persecutions  it  had  had  to  endure  from  the  heathen  popu- 
lation ;  but  Timothy  had  now  rejoiced  his  heart  by  bringing 
him  a  favorable  report.  It  appeared,  however,  that  his  an- 
nouncement of  the  approaching  end  of  the  world  had  produced 
a  deeper  impression  than  his  exhortations  to  a  spotless  life, 
which  he  now  repeated  with  great  emphasis,  lie  condemned 
the  ill-balanced  zeal  which  disturbed  the  lives  of  many  of  the 
converts,  and  insisted  on  the  quiet  and  orderly  behavior  of 
V7hich  he  had  given  them  an  example  himself  in  diligently 
working  for  his  own  support.  He  also  instructed  them  as  to 
the  prospects  of  those  who  died  before  the  return  of  Jesus. 
They  would  not  be  at  a  disadvantage  in  any  particular,  as 
compared  with  those  who  lived  to  see  it.  When  Jesus  at  a 
given  sign  —  the  voice  of  an  archangel  and  the  trumpet  of  God 
—  should  come  down  from  heaven,  the  believers  who  had  died 
would  first  be  vaised,  and  then  they  would  be  caught  up  into 
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the  air,  together  with  the  living,  to  escort  Jesas  to  the  earth  in 
all  his  glory,  and  thenceforth  to  dwell  with  him  for  ever. 

"The  day  of  the  Lord  will  come  as  secretly  as  a  thief  in 
the  night.  Let  us  therefore  be  wakeful  and  sober,**  ^  intent 
on  our  salvation,  persevering  in  our  faith,  and  holy  in  oar 
lives !  This  was  doubtless  the  substance  of  his  preaching  at 
Corinth  as  at  Thessalonica.  It  was  this  thought  that  urged 
him  to  incessant  labors ;  and  the  field  was  not  ungrateful, 
though  it  was  very  hard  to  till.  The  soil  was  fruitful,  but 
was  choked  with  most  pernicious  weeds.  The  internal  con- 
dition of  this  Corinthian  community,  the  first  of  any  conse- 
quence that  had  been  established  in  Greece,  continued  to 
demand  the  utmost  care  and  attention,  especiall}'  with  regard 
to  the  lives  of  the  members.  The  immorality  of  Coriqth  was 
notorious  throughout  the  ancient  world.  It  was  here  that 
Paul,  from  his  own  observations,  drew  his  dark  picture  of  the 
terrible  moral  degradation  of  the  heathen  world.  Among 
the  believers  themselves  were  some  who  had  formerly  been 
guilty  of  all  manner  of  unnatural  offences ;  and  though  Paol 
said,  "  Now  you  are  purified  and  hallowed  and  justified,"  yet 
in  reality  the  force  of  evil  custom  was  not  broken  in  a  day, 
or  the  moral  renovation  completed  all  at  once. 

At  Antioch,  at  Thessalonica,  and  wherever  the  gospel  was 
preached,  but  at  Corinth  more  than  anywhere,  there  was  a 
sense  in  which  the  conversion  of  the  heathen  was  a  veritable 
casting  out  of  devils  ;^  for  a  spirit  of  loathsome  impurity, 
with  many  another  mighty  demon  of  moral  corruption,  had  to 
be  expelled  from  them.  We  will  therefore  add,  in  this  con- 
nection, a  scene  which  appears  in  the  first  three  Gospels,  and 
represents  this  effect  of  the  preaching  of  Christ  in  visible 
form.  Though  subsequent  transformations  and  additions 
may  greatly  have  obscured  its  original  clearness,  yet  its  sig- 
nification is  not  doubtful.     Let  us  judge  for  ourselves :  — 

Jesus  had  crossed  the  sea  of  Galilee  in  a  southeastern 
direction,  and  landed  in  the  region  of  Gadara  (or  Gerasa), 
which  was  largely  inhabited  by  heathen.'  And  there  a  man 
came  rushing  to  meet  him  who  had  long  been  possessed  by 
an  unclean  spirit.  He  was  naked,  and  always  lived  among 
the  graves.  No  one  could  tame  him  or  even  hold  him  in 
chains ;  for  whenever  any  one  had  tried,  the  madman  had 
broken  the  chains  to  pieces  and  shattered  the  fetters.     Day 

1  1  Thesralonians  y.  3,  6.  ^  See  pp.  518,  543. 

s  bee  pp.  282.  283. 
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&nd  night  he  lived  among  the  tombs  and  caves,  shrieking, 
cutting  himself  with  stones,  and  falling  upon  the  passers-bj. 
Hardly  had  he  seen  Jesos  afar  off  when  he  [rushed  up  to  him, 
threw  himself  down  before  him,  and]  shrieked:  ''What  do 
you  want  with  me,  O  Jesus,  son  .of  the  Most  High?  In  the 
name  of  God,  plunge  me  not  into  the  tortures  of  the  abyss 
until  the  last  day  comes  ! "  [For  he  commanded  the  unclean 
spirit  to  come  out  of  him.]  ''What  is  3'our  name?"  asked 
Jesus.  "  My  name  is  Legion,"  was  the  reply ;  for  there  was 
a  host  of  demons  in  the  unhapp3'  man,  and  they  begged  Jesus 
passionatel}'  to  allow  them  to  enter  into  a  herd  of  swine  that 
was  feeding  there  on  the  mountain.  He  gave  them  per- 
mission ;  and  in  a  moment  a  thousand  and  yet  another  thou- 
sand swine  had  rushed  over  the  precipice  and  were  drowned 
in  thejsea.  The  swineherds  fled  in  consternation,  and  reported 
what  had  happened  in  the  city  and  the  country  round.  Then 
the  people  came  out  to  see  for  themselves,  and  there  they  saw 
the  former  demoniac,  clothed  and  in  his  right  mind,  sitting 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  In  great  dismay  the}'  implored  Jesus 
to  leave  their  country.  [And  when  he  embarked,  the  man 
he  had  rescued  begged  to  be  allowed  to  go  with  him,  but  was 
not  permitted  to  do  so.  He  must  return  to  his  own  people 
and  t^ll  them  how  God  had  taken  pitj'  on  him.] 

So  runs  the  story  in  its  completed  form,  as  given  in  Mark 
and  Luke.  Matthew  has  two  demoniacs,*  but  in  other  re- 
spects is  far  shorter  and  simpler.  The  later  traits  in  the 
story  are  partly  due  to  misconception,  for  our  Evangelists 
imagined  that  it  was  all  to  be  taken  literall}' ;  but  we  must 
not  be  misled  by  this.  We  must  remember  that  to  the  Jews 
tombs  and  swine  represented  the  most  loathsome  forms  of  un- 
cleanness,  and  that  swine  stood  specifically  for  heathenism 
regarded  in  its  most  repulsive  light.*  Observe  again  that 
every  means  of  compulsion  (by  which  the  ancient  systems  of 
law  are  meant)  failed  even  to  restrain  the  host  of  unclean 
spirits  (which  incidentall}'  represent  the  great  number  of 
heathen  deities,'  as  well  as  the  moral  corruption  of  the 
heathen)  ;  but  soon  the  mighty  word  of  Christ  expels  them, 
to  the  terror  of  the  world  which  loves  them.  Again,  when 
the  healed  demoniac  is  told  to  go  to  his  own  people,  it  is 
a  charge  to  the  converted  heathen  to  communicate  their  priv- 
ileges to  others.  Finally,  we  must  remember  that  it  was  a 
settled  custom  —  in  a  certain  sense  defensible  —  to  ascribe  to 

1  Compare  p.  355.  ^  Compare  p.  348. 

*  Compare  1  Corinthians  x.  90. 
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Jesus  himself  whatever  was  done  in  his  spirit  and  by  bis 
messengers. 

The  original  meaning  of  this  story  therefore  is  distinct 
enough ;  and  it  points  us  in  the  first  instance  to  the  fruits  of 
the  labors  of  Paul,  which  we  shall  find  indicated  more  than 
once  hereafter  under  the  same  emblematic  form.  His  influ- 
ence and  the  work  that  he  accomplished  might  well  be  cele- 
brated thus!  We  have  seen  him  carry  the  battle  against 
heathenism  into  the  heart  of  the  ancient  civilization.  The 
gospel  is  now  established  in  Europe. 


Chapter  Vm. 

PAUL    AT    EPHESUS. 

2  Corinthians  XI.  28-29;  Acts  XVIII.  18-28,  XIX.  1-20,  2a-41; 
Galatiaxs;  Mark  IX.  88-40;  Matthew  XII.  22-37.» 

WITH  Paul's  journey  from  Corinth  to  Ephesus  and  his 
settlement  in  the  latter  city  begins  the  closing  period 
of  his  apostolic  labors.  This  period  extends  over  some  four 
years  (55-^9  a.d.),  and  was  marked  by  the  same  intensity 
of  successful  efibrt  as  before ;  but  it  was  mournfully  distin- 
guished by  a  violent  and  painful  conflict  with  Jewish-Christi- 
anity, which  threatened  to  make  the  communities  Paul  had 
established  desert  him. 

His  life  had  been  one  of  restless  activity  ever  since  he  be- 
gan to  preach  the  Christ.  When  we  trace  the  extent  of  his 
journeyings  upon  the  map ;  when  we  remember  what  varied 
and  formidable  difficulties  the  traveller  of  those  da^s  had  to 
contend  against,  and  how  rare  and  imperfect  the  means  and  • 
opportunities  of  locomotion  were,  especially  such  means  as  a 
simple  workman  could  command,  —  and  lastly,  when  we  con- 
sider the  perpetual  dangers  of  every  description  to  which 
Paul  was  constantly'  exposed,  we  are  lost  in  admiration  of  his 
courage  and  perseverance, — especially  when  we  reflect  that 
the  cause  itself  for  which  he  traversed  sea  and  land  was  one 
that  involved  him  in  constant  difficulties  and  exposed  him  to 
ceaseless  ridicule,  opposition,  and  persecution.  And  now  a  far 
more  grievous  trouble  was  added  to  all  these ;  for  the  system- 
atic agitation  and  opposition  of  Jewish  believers  threw  his 

1  Luke  ix.  49,  50,  xi.  14,  15,  17-23,  xii.  10;  Mark  iii.  22-^. 
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ifhole  preaching  of  the  gospel  and  the  whole  fbtare  of  his 
communities  into  a  position  of  extremest  danger,  threatening 
more  than  any  thing  else  to  destroy  the  work  of  his  life. 
But  though  all  hope  sometimes  seemed  lost,  though  his  heart 
faVL  often  bled  from  piercing  wounds,  though  his  bodily 
strength  gave  way  under  the  strain,  still  he  persevered  ;  and 
the  might  of  his  spirit  and  the  perseverance  of  his  faith  won 
glorious  triumphs  in  the  end.^  Let  us  listen  to  his  own  ac* 
count,  given  towards  the  close  of  this  period,  of  his  experien- 
ces for  the  previous  twenty  years. 

Much  against  his  will,  for  he  hated  boasting,  he  compares 
himself  with  his  opponents.  There  was  not  one  of  them  who 
had  labored  so  unremittingh',  who  had  so  often  braved  mal- 
treatment, imprisonment,  and  mortal  peril  for  the  sake  of 
Christ,  as  he  had  done.  "  Five  times  have  I  received  forty 
stripes  save  one  from  the  Jews ;  thrice  have  I  been  beaten 
with  rods  [by  the  Romans]  ;  once  have  I  been  stoned ; 
thrice  have  I  suffered  shipwreck  ;  a  whole  daj'  and  night  have 
I  been  in  the  deep,"  —  tossed  on  a  spar. 

Here  we  may  pause  to  note  that  the  writer  of  the  Acts  says 
nothing  of  the  heavy  scourgings  admiDistered  by  the  Jews  in 
the  synagogue,  the  like  of  which  were  sometimes  fatal ;  that 
he  only  tells  us  of  one  occasion,  at  Philippi,  on  which  the  yet 
more  barbarous  Roman  punishment  was  inflicted  upon  Paul ; 
and  that  the  latter's  Roman  citizenship  cau  only  be  main- 
tained in  the  face  of  these  scourgings  on  the  supposition  that 
the  rights  of  the  obscure  Jew  were  constantly  despised  with 
arbitrary  violence.  The  author  of  Acts  has  preserved  the 
record  of  Paul's  being  stoned  (at  Lystra) ,  —  an  onslaught 
from  which  hardly  any  one  had  ever  escaped  alive ;  but  the 
only  shipwreck  of  which  he  has  any  thing  to  tell  us  took  place 
after  this  time,  and  must  have  made  a  fourth. 

Paul  goes  on  to  say  that  on  his  numerous  journeys  he  had 
been  in  constant  danger  of  drowning  as  he  crossed  over  rivers, 
perhaps  swimming,  or  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  robbers  as 
he  journeyed  through  unfrequented  regions ;  that  he  had  been 
'*  in  danger  from  his  fellow-countrymen,"  who  fiercely  perse- 
cuted him  as  an  apostate;  "in  danger  from  the  heathen," 
who  only  saw  an  atheist  or  rioter  in  their  benefactor;  ''in 
danger  in  the  cities"  of  tumultuous  violence;  "in  danger 
m  the  deserts"  of  losing  himself  and  dying  of  hunger;  "  in 
danger  at  sea"  of  being  shipwrecked  and  drowned;  in 
danger,  above  all,  of  seeing  his  work,  his  peace,  his  liberty, 

1  See,  for  example,  2  Corinthians  i.  8,  9,  ii.  4,  iv.  16  ff.,  et  seq, 
VOL.  III.  26 
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perhaps  his  very  life,  destroyed  by  "false  brethren,*'  his 
Jewish-Christian  enemies. 

"Toil  and  pain,"  he  oontinaes,  "and  watching  nights; 
hunger  and  thirst,  and  constant  fasting ;  cold  and  nakedness, 
— these  have  been  my  life !  And  besides  all  the  rest  I  have  the 
constant  daily  thought  and  care  for  all  the  churches.  Never 
is  one  of  my  converts  weak  in  faith  or  conscience  but  I  feel 
his  weakness  as  though  it  were  my  own;  never  is  one  of 
them  betrayed  into  apostasy  or  sin  but  my  heart  bums  with 
shame  and  indignation." 

A  year  or  two  before,  when  he  had  recently  undergone 
severe  ill-treatment  it  would  seem,  he  had  written,*  "  Hence- 
forth let  no  man  trouble  me,  for  I  bear  about  on  my  body 
the  marks  that  I  belong  to  Jesus ; "  and  not  long  afterwards  * 
(in  58  A.D.),  "Up  to  this  very  hour  have  hunger,  thirst, 
nakedness,  maltreatment,  wandering,  and  heavy  manual  toll 
been  our  lot.  When  reviled  we  bless,  when  persecuted  we 
endure  it,  when  slandei-ed  we  render  consolation.  We  are 
held  the  very  refuse  and  offscourings  of  the  world  to  this 
day."  But  all  this  did  not  crush  him.  "  We  are  oppressed 
on  every  side,"  he  writes  elsewhere,"  "  but  not  afflicted ;  per- 
plexed but  not  despairing ;  persecuted  but  not  forsaken ;  cast 
down  but  not  destroyed."  For  it  was  in  this  very  weakness 
that  the  might  of  his  Lord  revealed  itself.  "Therefore  I 
rejoice  in  infirmities,  in  suflTerings,  in  necessities,  in  persecu- 
tions, in  distresses  for  Christ's  sake,  for  when  I  am  weakest 
then  am  I  also  strongest"  in  Him.^ 

We  naturally  refer  these  general  descriptions  diawu  from 
the  letters  of  Paul  primarily  to  the  period  in  which  they 
were  written,  and  we  are  perfectly  safe  in  assigning  some  of 
the  specific  sufferings  of  imprisonment,  scourging,  and  ship- 
wreck to  the  same  period.  But  here  the  author  of  Acts  leaves 
us  entirely  in  the  dark.  We  saw  just  now,  more  clearly  than 
ever,  how  very  imperfect  his  account  of  the  previous  period 
was  ;  but  here  he  fails  us  altogether.  A  great  deal  of  what  he 
does  tell  us  is  impossible  to  believe,  and  he  passes  over  mat- 
ters of  extreme  importance  in  absolute  silence.  He  says  that 
before  leaving  Corinth  Paul  had  taken  the  vow  of  a  Nazarite. 
We  know  that  this  is  a  moral  impossibility ;  but  it  is  far  from 
the  only  occasion  upon  which  our  author  transforms  the  Ap- 
ostle of  the  heathen  into  a  rigid  Jew.*    Then  he  makes  him 

1  Galatians  vi.  17.        ^  1  Corinthians  !▼.  11-13.        >  2  Corinlhians  it.  S,  9. 
<  2  Corinthians  xii.  10.  ^  See  pp.  540,  541,  and  chap.  z.  p.  61L 
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leave  his  friends  Aquila  and  Priscilla  at  Ephesus  and  take  hla 
joamey  —  notwithstanding  the  entreaties  of  the  Jews  in  the 
synagc^ue  who  desire  him  to  stay  with  them  —  through  Caesa- 
rea  to  Jerusalem.  His  object  in  going  to  the  City  of  the 
Temple  was  to  celebrate  one  of  the  Jewish  feasts,  and  he  took 
the  opportunity  of  visiting  the  primitive  community.  Then 
he  spent  some  time  at  Antioch,  after  which  he  returned 
through  Galatia  and  Phrygia  to  Ephesus,  where  he  staj^ed  foi 
three  whole  years.  So  says  the  book  of  Acts ;  but  we  know 
enough  of  Paul  to  be  sure  that  he  would  not  visit  Jerusalem 
for  the  purpose  here  assigned  to  him,  nor  were  his  relations 
with  the  brethren  there  of  such  a  character  that  he  would  wish 
to  pay  them  a  fijing  visit  when  there  was  no  necessity  for  him 
to  do  so.  We  may  therefore  strike  out  the  whole  of  this 
parenthetical  journey,  and  assume  that  Paul  established  him- 
self at  once  in  Ephesus,  the  populous  and  stirring  capital  of 
the  Roman  province  of  Asia.  We  must  not  understand, 
however,  that  he  made  the  city  his  permanent  abode.  It 
simpl}'  served  as  the  centre  of  his  activity,  and  from  it  he 
visited  his  converts  in  Galatia,  founded  fresh  communities  in 
various  cities  in  the  province,*  perhaps  crossed  over  for  a 
visit  to  Corinth,*  and  perhaps  even  penetrated  to  the  remote 
lUj'ria.'  After  three  years  spent  in  Ephesus  our  authorities 
agree  in  making  him  leave  this  city,  pass  through  Troas  into 
Macedonia  and  thence  to  Achaia,  spend  several  months  in 
Corinth,  and  then  return  through  Macedonia  and  travel  along 
the  coast  of  Asia  Minor  to  Jerusalem. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  visit  to  Galatia,  which  took  place 
earl}'  in  the  Ephesian  period. 

We  have  not  forgotten  the  zeal  and  joy  with  which  Paul's 
gospel  was  received  and  embraced  by  the  Galatians.  But 
some  months  after  his  departure  certain  emissaries  from 
Jerusalem  came  into  the  district  and  gave  the  Galatians  very 
different  instruction  ftom  what  they  had  received  from  Paul. 
They  announced  themselves  as  coming  from  the  original 
community  and  the  personal  disciples  of  the  Messiah  whom 
Paul  had  preached,  and  declared  that  these  disciples,  who 
were  the  only  qualified  expounders  of  their  Master's  teach- 
ing, knew  nothing  of  the  repeal  of  the  Old  Covenant,  of  the 
Law  and  circumcision,  or  of  a  new  way  opened  to  salvation 
by  the  so-called  justification  by  faith.  What  Paul  said  about 
aU  this  being  implied  and  proved  by  the  death  of  Jesus  on 

1  1  Corinthians  xvj.  19;  Revelation  ii.,  iu. 

*  3  Corinthians  zii.  li,  xiii.  1.  •  Romans  xt.  19. 
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the  CI0S8  was  palpably  untrue,  the}'  urged ;  fbr  ft  was  incon- 
sistent  with  the  unalterable  fidelity  and  sanctity  of  God  him- 
self,  and  in  direct  contradiction  with  the  Holy  Scripture. 
And  as  for  this  Paul,  he  was  not  really  an  Apostle  at  all,  but 
A  man  who  had  drawn  all  his  true  knowledge  of  Jesus  IVom 
Peter,  James,  and  the  community  at  Jerusalem,  had  added 
many  pernicious  errors  of  his  own,  and  now  made  most  exor- 
bitant pretensions.  His  followers  would  certainl}'  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  rights  of  citizenship  in  the  kingdom  of  the 
Messiah,  which  were  not  to  be  obtained  by  simple  faith  in  the 
Christ  without  submission  to  the  Law  and  circumcision.  As 
for  themselves,  they  had  come  in  gonerous  concern  for  the 
weal  of  the  Galatians,  to  warn  them  against  this  false  teach- 
ing, and  to  take  them  into  Israel,  the  people  of  the  Lord,  so 
that  they  really-  might  become  heirs  of  the  Messianic  kingdom. 
No  wonder  that  the  Galatians  were  shaken  in  their  alle- 
giance to  Paul,  and  that  many  of  them  deserted  him.  A 
certain  number  of  them,  we  know  not  how  many,  began  to 
observe  the  Jewish  feast  days  with  scrupulous  care,  and  even 
had  themselves  circumcised.^  It  seemed  but  reasonable  to 
put  greater  confidence  in  the  Twelve  and  in  the  Scripture  than 
in  the  self-announced  preacher  who  only  came  upon  his  own 
authority.  But  Paul's  distress  and  indignation  knew  no 
bounds  when  he  heard  what  had  happened.  He  was  drawn 
by  the  closest  ties  to  this  community  of  converts,  as  a  mother 
is  drawn  to  her  children ;  he  had  felt  such  special  Joy  and 
satisfaction  in  them,  —  and  now  to  think  of  their  throwing 
off  their  allegiance  and  being  faithless  to  his  principles !  He 
hastened  to  visit  them  in  person.  Words  ran  high.  He 
launched  his  curse  upon  all  who  preached  another  gospel 
than  his.  Sometimes  he  spoke  so  roundly,  and  told  his  Gida- 
tian  friends  the  truth  so  plainly,  that  it  almost  seemed  as  if 
he  had  become  their  enem}'.  And  when  he  had  returned  to 
Ephesus,  he  wrote  them  a  letter  with  his  own  hand,  which 
was  quite  against  his  usual  practice.  This  letter  was  instinct 
with  passion,  burning  alike  with  tenderness  and  indignation, 
overwhelming  in  its  cogency,  appalling  in  its  bursts  of  stormy 
feeling,  impetuous  in  its  attacks,  and  melting  in  its  appeab. 
In  a  word,  it  was  the  true  reflection  both  of  the  character  of 
the  writer  and  of  the  conflict  that  raged  in  the  bosom  of  Apos- 
tolic Christianity ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  the  glowing 
vindication  of  Paul's  gospel  against  the  attacks  of  the  believers 
of  Jerusalem. 

I  GalatUna  i.  6,  Ui.  1,  iv.  9, 10,  y.  1  ff. 
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The  first  words  of  the  epistle  breathe  a  certain  feeling  of 
bitterness  on  the  writer's  part  against  those  who  would  make 
him  a  disciple  of  men,  —  ''  Paul,  an  apostle,  not  of  men  nor 
b}'  a  man,  but  by  Jesus  Christ  himself  and  God,  the  Father." 
Immediately  after  the  superscription  and  greeting,  he  re- 
proaches the  Galatians  with  having  fallen  away  from  his  gos- 
pel to  another,  which  did  not  deserve  the  name  ;  and  repeats 
his  curse  upon  the  preachers  who  had  seduced  them.  Then 
he  gives  an  elaborate  historical  proof,  drawn  from  his  own 
past  and  from  the  critical  events  at  Jerusalem  and  Antioch, 
of  the  divine  origin  and  contents  of  his  preaching  to  the 
heathen,  and  of  his  own  apostolic  independence.  Nothing 
could  be  more  false  than  that  he  owed  an}-  thing  whatever  to 
human  intervention  or  influence.  Then  he  shows  that  his 
gospel  of  justification  by  faith,  without  the  Law,  confirmed  as 
it  is  by  Christian  experience,  agrees  with  the  divine  revela- 
tion in  history  and  in  the  Scripture.  Was  not  the  promise  of 
salvation  made  to  Abraham,  the  believer,  more  than  four  cen- 
turies before  the  Law  ?  And  is  it  not  therefore  evident  that 
the  latter  was  but  a  temporary  dispensation  made  because  of 
sin,  and  that  since  the  Christ  has  come  it  has  lost  its  author- 
ity over  the  faithful,  the  true  children  of  Abraham,  the  heirs 
of  the  promise,  just  as  much  as  the  religious  laws  of  the 
heathen  have?  Finallj-,  he  reminds  them  in  a  practical  or 
hortatory  conclusion  that  the  obligation  to  purity  of  life  has 
not  been  relaxed^with  the  cancelling  of  the  Law ;  for  Chris- 
tian liberty  is  not  liberty  to  sin,  but  is  life  according  to  the 
spirit.  He  spares  no  one  ;  he  puts  his  adversaries  in  the  most 
unfavorable  light  possible ;  he  speaks  in  a  tone  of  bitterness 
of  the  three  "  pillars  "  of  the  community,  to  whose  authority  an 
appeal  against  him  was  constantly  made,  and  whom,  alas  !  he 
could  not  claim  as  sympathizing  with  him.  ''  Whoever  trou- 
bles you,"  he  cries,  ''  shall  bear  his  judgment,  be  he  what  he 
may!"  Nay,  he  pushes  his  own  views  to  their  extremest 
consequences,  and  declares  that  any  one  who  allows  himself 
to  be  circumcised  thereby  pledges  himself  to  fulfil  the  whole 
Law  which  is  impossible,  has  separated  himself  from  the 
Christ,  and  has  fallen  ft'om  grace ! 

The  effect  produced  by  this  memorable  letter  is  not  known  ; 
but  a  few  years  afterwards  Paul  speaks  of  certain  injunctions 
he  had  recently  laid  upon  the  Galatians,^  in  a  manner  which 
implies  the  restoration  of  a  good  understanding  between  him- 
self and  the  majority,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  Galatian 
1  See  pp.  601,  809. 
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church.  But  this  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  contest,  which  in 
fact  was  only  now  beginning,  and  was  destined  to  increase  in 
violence.  The  fire,  though  smothered  here,  broke  out  with 
fresh  violence  elsewhere.  Henceforth  Jewish-Christian  preach- 
ers were  continually'  showing  their  zeal  for  the  kingdom  of  God 
by  appearing  in  Paul's  communities,  often  armed  with  letters 
of  commendation  from  Jerusalem,  given  them  by  the  commu- 
nity at  large  or  by  the  Twelve  or  by  James,  to  strengthen 
them  in  their  attempts  to  wrest  the  heathen  converts  from 
their  apostle. 

Here  let  us  pause  and  try  to  form  a  clear  conception  of  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  direct  or  indirect  obstruction  which 
Paul  experienced  from  the  Apostles,  together  with  his  own 
relations  to  them  and  the  violent  hostility  between  him  and  the 
Judalzing  fanatics. 

It  stands  to  reason  that  if  the  Judaizers  had  not  been  in 
any  way  supported  by  the  heads  of  the  Jerusalem  community, 
and  had  not  been  able  to  appeal  to  the  personal  friends  and 
the  brothers  of  Jesus,  the}'  would  have  had  but  little  power 
to  injure  Paul.  It  is  equall}'  obvious  that  if  Paul  had  been 
able  to  say  that  the  Twelve  distinctly  repudiated  these  fanat- 
ics and,  so  far  from  making  common  cause  with  them,  believed 
and  taught  as  he  did,  he  would  not  have  omitted  to  do  so, 
and  would  have  extinguished  the  opposition  instantly.  And 
yet,  however  great  and  undeniable  their  di^rences  maj-  have 
been,  we  might  well  be  inclined  to  ask  how  the  Apostles, 
when  once  they  had  given  the  hand  of  fellowship  to  Paul, 
could  bring  themselves  to  furnish  his  enemies  with  letters  of 
commendation ! 

But  their  conduct  is  far  from  inexplicable  when  we  reflect 
that  the  scheme  into  which  the  three  ^^ pillars"  had  been 
forced  by  the  mighty  personal  influence  of  Paul  was  nothing 
on  their  side  but  an  uneasy  compromise,  resting  on  no  reason- 
able principle,  and  had  broken  down  as  soon  as  it  was  tested 
at  Antioch.  What?  Was  there  really  to  be  one  preaching 
of  the  Christ  to  the  Jews  and  another  to  the  heathen,  —  the 
one  with  and  the  other  without  the  obligation  to  observe  the 
Law  ?  It  must  be  either  one  or  the  other !  Either  observance 
of  the  Law  was  a  condition  of  admittance  into  the  kingdom 
of  God  or  it  was  not.  If  it  was,  then  the  heathen  must  com- 
ply with  it ;  if  it  was  not,  then  the  Jews  were  free  from  it. 
The  Apostles,  then,  were  compelled  either  to  advance  or  to 
retreat;  and  they  could  not  advance.^  Paul,  on  the  other 
1  See  p.  603. 
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hand,  had  remained  true  to  his  position  and  his  principles; 
but  most  likel}^  he  had  not  laid  great  stress,  when  in  Jerusa- 
lem, upon  his  belief  that  the  Law  was  abrogated  for  the  Jew 
as  soon  as  he  had  faith  in  Christ,  no  less  than  for  the  heathen  J 
At  any  rate  he  had  not  worked  it  out  and  driven  it  to  the 
extreme  conclusions  we  have  seen  developed  in  the  epistle  to 
the  Galatians ;  he  had  not  absolutely  forbidden  the  observance 
of  the  Law  on  pain  of  exclusion  from  the  kingdom  of  God,*  — 
for  this  was  a  deduction  which  at  that  time  he  probabl}'  had 
not  made  himself,  and  which  he  subsequently  withdrew  when 
his  mood  was  less  bitter.*  Enough !  He  ma}'  well  have 
seemed  to  violate  the  convention  in  one  way  or  another,  and 
80  to  free  the  Apostles  from  their  pledge  to  him.  And  in  fact 
the  agreement,  *'  You  to  the  heathen,  we  to  the  Jews,"  was 
impossible  permanently  to  observe,  especially'  since  it  made 
no  provision  for  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  mixed  com 
munities. 

Then  we  must  remember  that  James  was  reallj'  a  man  of 
different  spirit  from  Peter ;  and  we  can  readily-  believe  that 
the  systematic  opposition  which  Paul  encountered  was  chiefly 
his  work,  though  the  history  of  the  Corinthian  community  will 
presently  show  us  that  Peter  also  had  a  hand  in  it.  As  for 
the  third  "  pillar,"  John,  he  has  left  no  certain  trace  behind 
him,  and  we  cannot  rel}'  on  a  single  statement  made  concern- 
ing him.  But  he  left  the  impression  of  having  been  a  rigid 
Jew ;  and  probably  the  following  story,  preserved  by  two  of 
our  Gospels,  gives  a  faithful  picture  of  him  and  of  the  general 
attitude  of  the  Twelve  towards  Paul ;  — 

On  a  certain  day  John  said  to  Jesus :  "  Master !  we  saw  a 
man  who  does  not  follow  us  casting  out  demons  in  your  name, 
and  we  forbade  him,  because  he  does  not  follow  us."  But 
Jesus  answered :  ''Forbid  him  not.  For  no  one  who  does  a 
deed  of  power  in  my  name  can  straightway  speak  ill  of  me ; 
and  whoever  is  not  against  you  is  for  you." 

Analogy  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case  forbid  us  to 
think  of  veritable  demoniacs,  and  indicate  that  the  casting 
out  of  devils  here  intended  is  the  conversion  of  heathen ;  and 
this  is  further  manifest  from  the  expression  of  John,  "He 
follows  not  M«,"  and  of  Jesus,  "  Whoever  is  not  against  you 
is  for  you"  *  Had  it  been  a  real  event  taking  place  in  the 
Bfe  of  Jesus,  John  would  have  said  *'you,"  and  Jesus  "  me." 

1  Romans  yii.  1-6;  Galatians  ii.  15-21.  *  Galatians  r.  2-6. 

•  Romans  xiv.    See  p.  608. 

4  Mark  ix.  40,  after  an  amended  version. 
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Now  Paul  did  not  follow  them;  that  is  tc  say,  he  did  not 
submissively  accept  the  views  of  John  and  his  fellow  Apostles, 
but  preached  a  different  gospel  from  theirs,  and  therefore  they 
threw  obstacles  across  his  path.  But,  says  our  story,  Jesus 
would  emphaticallj'  have  condemned  their  conduct.  In  the 
first  place,  the  results  of  Paul's  labors  were  a  guarantee  of  his 
character ;  and,  in  tbe  next  place,  they  must  regard  every  one 
who  did  not  oppose  them  as  on  their  side. 

And  Paul  did  not  oppose  the  Apostles.  We  can  see  clearly 
enough  by  the  epistle  to  the  Galatians  how  much  it  sometimes 
cost  him.  But  he  did  make  the  effort,  and  refrained  from 
attacking  them.  It  was  his  desire  to  say  nothing  of  the  dif- 
ferences of  views  between  himself  and  them,  carefully  to  con- 
ceal their  opposition,  and  to  bridge  over  the  gulf  as  best  he 
might.  And  this  is  why  we  are  left  without  any  clear  and 
certain  indications  on  this  important  point.  The  interests  of 
the  good  cause  imperatively  demanded  this  self-restraint  on 
the  part  of  Paul ;  for  it  was  excessively  difficult  for  him,  in- 
asmuch as  he  had  never  known  Jesus  personally,  to  maintain 
his  position  against  the  Twelve  in  the  eyes  of  the  converts 
Once  only,  when  the  necessity  of  proving  his  own  indepen- 
dence compels  him  to  recount  his  dispute  with  Peter  at 
Antioch,  —  once  only  does  he  violate  this  reserve. 

But  he  goes  to  work  very  differently  with  the  Judaizing 
fanatics  who  appealed  to  the  authority  of  the  Twelve.  He 
did  not  spare  them  for  a  moment,  but  sometimes  attacked 
them  with  the  greatest  violence,  and  even  threw  aspersions 
on  their  character.  In  short,  he  returned  their  criminations 
with  interest.^  He  called  them  ^^  false  apostles,  hypocritical 
laborers,  who  put  on  the  appearance  of  apostles  of  Christ. 
What  wonder  ?  Did  not  Satan  himself  put  on  the  appearance 
of  an  angel  of  light  ?  And  was  it  any  thing  strange  for  his 
servants  to  put  on  the  appearance  of  the  ser\'ants  of  righteous- 
ness? But  their  end  should  be  in  accordance  with  their 
deeds!"*  Such  were  the  recriminations  that  passed  back- 
wards and  forwards ; '  and  it  is  exceedingly  curious  to  note 
the  traces  of  this  conflict,  which  was  carried  on  for  many  and 
many  a  year,  still  left  in  our  Gospels.  Thus  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing words  laid  by  the  Jewish-Christians  upon  the  Master^s 
lips :  ^^  I  tell  you  truly,  that,  while  this  heaven  and  earth  en- 
dure, not  one  tittle  or  one  iota  of  the  Law  shall  fail  till  all  be 

1  See  pp.  546,  547,  and  Philippians  iii.  2;  see  chap.  zi.  p.  624. 

s  2  Corinthians  xi.  13-16. 

•  Revelation  ii.  2,  9,  20,  24,  tt  $eq.    See  chap.  ziL  p.  643. 
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strictlj  kept.  And  whosoever  shall  cancel  even  the  smallest 
of  these  commandments,  and  teach  others  to  do  so,  shall  be 
counted  the  least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  but  whosoever 
shall  keep  them  all,  and  teach  others  to  do  so,  shall  be  coanted 
great  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven." '  It  is  obvious  that  Jesus 
could  not  have  spoken  in  such  a  strain  without  absolutely 
contradicting  himself ;  but  those  who  put  the  words  upon  his 
lips  as  a  condemnation  of  Paul  and  his  supporters  did  not  see 
this  incongruity,  and  in  a  certain  sense  they  acted  in  good 
fkith.  Again,  when  they  made  Jesus  forbid  the  preaching  to 
the  heathen  in  the  words,  *'Give  not  that  which  is  holy  to  the 
dogs  nor  tlirow  your  pearls  before  the  swine,  lest  they  should 
trample  them  under  their  feet  and  then  turn  upon  j-ou  and 
rend  you,"  *  they  meant  to  represent  the  suflTerings  endured 
by  the  messengers  to  the  heathen  as  nothing  in  ^e  least  to 
their  honor,  but  simply  as  the  result  of  their  own  perversity ; 
but  the}'  did  not  see  that  at  the  same  time  they  were  branding 
the  conduct  of  Jesus  himself  in  associating  with  publicans 
and  sinners.  Still  more  violent  is  the  attack  contained  in  the 
warning,  of  no  doubtful  purport,  put  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus, 
"  Beware  of  false  prophets  who  come  to  you  in  sheep's  cloth* 
ing,  but  are  ravening  wolves  within ! " "  It  appears  that  Jesus 
had  spoken  in  tones  of  warning  of  the  numbers  who  would 
jBnd  themselves  deceived  in  their  expectations  when  the  king- 
dom of  God  should  come,  and  the  orthodox  party  gave  his 
words  a  turn  which  converted  them  into  a  condemnation  of 
Paul  and  his  fellow-laborers ;  for  the  latter  appealed  to  the 
results  of  their  labors  and  the  signal  manifestations  of  the 
Spirit  in  their  communities  as  the  unmistakable  guarantee  of 
their  mission  and  the  stamp  of  God's  approval ;  ^  but  their 
opponents  made  Jesus  utter  the  sentence  of  condemnation 
upon  those  who,  while  casting  oiit  devils  (converting  heathen) 
neglected  the  Law  :  "  Many  will  say  to  me  on  the  last  day, 
*  Lord,  Lord  1  have  we  not  labored  as  prophets  in  thy  name, 
and  in  thj-  name  cast  out  demons,  and  in  thy  name  done 
many  deeds  of  power?'  And  then  shall  I  answer  them, 
'  Never  have  I  acknowledged  or  known  you.  Away  from  me 
ye  who  neglect  God's  law ! ' "  * 

But  the  Pauline  Christians  paid  them  back  in  the  same 
coin.  They  too  made  use  of  that  very  saying  of  the  Master's, 
which  their  adversaries  turned  against  them;   but  in  their 

1  Matthew  ▼.  18,  19.  a  Matthew  vii.  6. 

*  Matthew  vii.  15.  *  Galatians  ii.  7,  9,  iii.  2,  6  et  teq. 


•  Matthew  vii.  22,  28. 
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hands  it  became  a  threat  against  the  Jewish-Christians,  —  fot 
these  latter  were  constantly  appealing,  against  the  Apostle  of 
the  heathen  and  his  followers,  to  the  personal  relations  in 
which  they  or  their  leaders  had  stood  to  Jesus ;  ^  and  accord- 
*  ingly  the  Paulinists  made  Jesus  say :  "  When  you  are  rejected 
and  shut  out  from  the  kingdom  of  God,*  you  will  begin  lo 
aay,  '  We  have  eaten  and  drunk  before  thj-  ver}^  e3'es,  and  in 
our  streets  hast  thou  taught.'  But  the  Christ  will  answer, 
'  I  tell  3'ou  I  know  not  whence  30U  are.  Away  from  me  all 
ye  w^orkers  of  unrighteousness  ! ' "  •  They  disarmed  the  sol- 
emn declaration  of  the  permanent  validitj'  of  the  whole  Law 
by  modifj-ing  it  thus  :  *'  It  is  easier  for  heaven  and  earth  to 
pass  awa}^  than  for  one  tittle  of  my  w^ords  to  fail."  *  Again, 
they  make  the  Master  chastise  with  ruthless  severity  the 
''  false  brothers,"  whose  zeal  canied  them  far  and  near  to 
propagate  Jewish-Christian  principles  in  the  communities  of 
heathen  converts  :  "  You  traverse  sea  and  land  to  make  one 
convert,  and  when  he  is  gained  3'ou  make  him  twofold  more  the 
child  of  hell  than  yourselves,"  —  that  is  to  saj-,  twice  as  in- 
tolerant and  fanatical.'  Such  at  least  we  may  regard  with  high 
probability  as  the  original  significance  of  this  attack,  which 
is  now  incoiporated  in  the  celebrated  denunciation  of  the 
Scribes  and  Pharisees,  culminating  in  the  outburst,  '*  Ye  ser- 
pents !  ye  generation  of  vipers !  How  shall  ye  escape  the  fii-e 
of  gehenna?  "  •  There  at  any  rate  it  is  quite  out  of  place,  for 
the  Jews  were  never  zealous  proselytizers.  Just  in  the  same 
wa}'  we  find  elsewhere  the  Judaizing  zealots  who  ascribed  the 
success  of  Paul  and  his  fellow-workers  to  an  alliance  with 
the  prince  of  the  false  gods  or  demons,  the  god  of  the  heathen 
world,  represented  as  Pharisees  who  slander  Jesus  but  are 
refuted  and  put  to  shame  b}-  him.  We  find  this  picture  in  aU 
the  three  Gospels :  — 

One  day  the}'  brought  a  man  to  Jesus  who  was  possessed 
by  a  devil  that  made  him  blind  and  dumb.  He  healed  him, 
so  that  he  could  see  and  speak.  Then  the  multitudes  were 
filled  with  amazement,  and  asked,  '^Ma}^  not  this  man  be  the 
son  of  David  ?  "  But  when  the  Pharisees  heard  it  they  said, 
*'  He  only  drives  out  demons  by  the  help  of  Bcelzebul,  their 
prince."  Then  Jesus,  knowing  their  thoughts,  said,  "Any 
kingdom  that  divides  against  itself  is  near  its  fall,  and  no 
city  or  family  that  is  divided  against  itself  can  stand  ;  and  if 

1  1  Corinthians  i.'12 ;  2  Corinthians  x.  7.  ^  See  pp.  842,  842. 

*  Luke  xiii.  26,  27.  *  Luke  zvi.  17,  after  another  renion 

•  Matthew  xxiii.  15.  •  Matthew  xxlii.  33. 
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Satan  is  driving  out  Satan,  then  he  is  divided  against  himself, 
and  how  can  his  kingdom  stand  ?  And  again,  if  I  cast  out 
demons  in  the  might  of  Beelzebul,  in  whose  might  do  your 
followers  cast  them  out?  Let  them  be  your  judges !  But  if 
I  oast  them  out  by  the  spirit  of  God,  then  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  come  to  you.  For  how  can  any  one  go  into  a  strong  man's 
house  and  take  away  his  goods  unless  he  has  first  bound  him  ? 
If  he  has  bound  him,  he  can  do  as  he  will.  Whoever  is  not 
with  me  is  against  me,  and  whoever  does  not  help  me  to 
gather  is  scattering  abroad.  And  therefore  I  tell  30U  that 
every  kind  of  sin  and  blasphemy  shall  be  forgiven  men  except 
blasphemy  against  the  Spirit.  Even  those  who  speak  against 
the  Son  of  Man  may  be  forgiven  ;  but  he  who  speaks  against 
the  Holy  Spirit  shall  neither  be  forgiven  in  this  world  nor  in 
the  world  to  come." 

So  the  story  is  told  in  Matthew,  who  gives  it  again  else- 
where but  without  repeating  the  refutation  and  rebuke.*  It 
is  in  this  connection  that  he  gives  the  savings  of  Jesus  about 
'^  the  tree  and  its  faults,"  and  about  the  account  which  men 
will  have  to  give  at  the  last  judgment  of  every  idle  word  they 
have  spoken,  so  that  they  may  be  admitted  or  excluded,  ac- 
cording to  what  they  have  said.^  Mark  has  modified  or 
dropped  more  than  one  detail  in  the  miracle  itself,  in  the 
charge  that  is  founded  on  it  and  in  the  defence  of  Jesus.  In 
fact,  he  misunderstands  the  whole,  and  presents  it  in  such  a 
form  that  we  can  hardly  recognize  its  original  meaning.  The 
third  Gospel  also  obscures  the  sense  by  separating  passages 
that  belong  to  each  other.  Taken  literall}',  the  whole  thing 
is  hardly  comprehensible ;  and  neither  the  proof  that  the 
kingdom  of  Satan  would  be  divided  against  itself,  nor  the 
appeal  to  what  the  disciples  of  the  Pharisees  themselves  are 
doing,  nor  the  distinction  between  blasphemy  against  the  Son 
of  Man  and  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Spirit,  have  any  in- 
telligible meaning.  This  final  distinction  obviously  transports 
as  to  the  time  when  Jesus  was  already  gone,  —  to  the  age  of 
the  Spirit,  when  Paul  and  his  fellow-laborers  converted  the 
blind  heathen  who  were  helplessly  swayed  with  the  dumb 
idols.*  His  opponents  strove  to  obliterate  the  powerful  im- 
pression which  his  successful  labors  had  produced  by  ascribing 
the  result  to  an  alliance  with  Satan. ^  From  their  own  point 
of  view  they  were  partially  justified  in  this.     Was  it  not  hea- 


1  Mntthew  ix.  32-34.  s  See  p.  169,  and  Matthew  xii.  86,  37. 

•  Compare  Matthew  xii.  22  with  Romans  "  "•"-'•  ^~*— »-- ■*  « 

*  BevelatioD  u.  2,  9,  18,  24.  
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thenish  (tliat  is  devilish)  doctrine  to  teach  that  the  Law  was 
abrogated,  that  a  heathen  mode  of  life  was  permissible,  and 
even  that  eating  meat  from  animals  sacrifioed  to  idols  was  a 
matter  of  no  consequence  ?  But  Paul's  friends  were  deeply 
wounded  by  this  aspersion.  It  was  blasphemy  against  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  workings  of  which  were  so  manifest  in  the 
progress  of  the  hiathen  conversions  and  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Greek  believers.  This  blasphem}'  implied  more  guilt,  more 
obstinate  and  willul  blindness,  and  was  therefore  less  to  be 
forgiven,  than  the  rejection  of  Jesus  himself  in  da^s  gone  by 
at  the  hands  of  the  Jews.  And  when  the  Jewish-Christians 
themselves  made  converts,  did  they  use  any  other  means  than 
Paul's?  Would  Satan  himself  help  to  convert  his  own  wor- 
shippers to  God?  Was  it  not  clear,  on  the  contrary,  that 
this  mighty  ruler  of  the  world  was  bound,  and  that  one  3'ct 
stronger  than  himself  had  broken  into  his  house  and  was 
taking  his  possessions  from  him  ?  It  was  the  work  of  God's 
Spirit.  It  was  the  proof  that  his  kingdom  was  at  hand.  All 
who  at  this  supreme  hour  were  not  helping  to  gather  into  the 
fold,  all  who  were  introducing  divisions  and  confusion,  were 
resisting  the  Christ.  Let  every  man  beware  of  the  un- 
pardonable sin! 

Observe  the  accuracy  with  which  the  parties  and  the  wea- 
pons they  used  are  sketched !  And  if  we  compare  this  story 
with  the  one  already  given  ^  about  John's  appeal  to  Jesus,  we 
shall  see  how  widely  the  attitude  of  the  Apostles  themselves 
toward  the  great  teacher  of  the  heathen  differed  from  that  of 
the  Judaizing  fanatics  who  appealed  to  their  authority.  The 
former  did  indeed  throw  obstacles  in  his  waj',  but  without  a 
thought  of  animosity,  w^ithout  the  least  ascription  of  unworthy 
motives  to  him ;  the  latter  shrank  from  no  means  of  destroy- 
ing his  influence,  —  threw  vile  aspersions  on  his  personal 
motives,  blackened  his  character,  and  denounced  him  as  an 
emissary  of  Satan.  Paul,  on  his  side,  does  not  attack  the 
Apostles,  even  though  he  thinks  them  open  to  blame ;  but 
both  he  and  his  friends  pronounce  the  heaviest  condemnation, 
in  the  strongest  possible  terms,  upon  the  Judaizers. 

From  this  digression  let  us  now  return  to  the  work  of  the 
Apostle  in  the  province  of  Asia.  This  work  centred  round 
Ephesus,  the  capital  of  the  province,  the  greatest  and  most 
unportant  oommerciil  city,  and  the  great  emporium  of  Asia 
Minor.  Here  Paul  resumed  his  trade,  and  very  Ukely  lived, 
1  See  p.  683. 
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as  he  had  done  at  Corinth,  with  his  iVicnds  Aquila  and  Pris- 
cilla,  at  whose  house  a  band  of  believers  gradually  began  to 
hold  their  regular  mee  tings. ^  According  to  Acts,  Paul  began  by 
preaching  for  three  months  in  the  synagogue,  but  met  with  so 
much  unbv  lief  and  opposition  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  Jews 
kthat  he  was  compelled  to  withdraw  together  with  his  followers. 
After  this  he  taught  every  day  in  **  the  school  of  T3Tannus ;  '* 
but  whether  this  was  simply  the  name  of  a  certain  lecture 
hall,  or  whether  Tyrannus  was  a  converted  heathen,  we  are 
not  told.  This  went  on  for  two  years,  until  —  as  our  author 
says  with  rhetorical  exaggeration  —  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
province,  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  had  heard  the  woixl  of  the 
£x>rd.  He  also  gives  us  indirectly  to  understand  that  Paul 
found  a  community-  of  convei-ted  Jews  already  established  at 
Ephesus,  and  that  they  now  joined  him.^  These  details  are 
not  certain,  but  they  may  be  true. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  three  following  stories  are  all  of 
them  open  to  the  gravest  suspicion.  They  are  given  in  the 
book  of  Acts,  and  are  intended  to  vindicate  Paul's  apostolic 
dignity :  —    ' 

The  first  informs  ns  that  he  found  a  band  of  about  twelve 
believers  at  Ephesus ;  and  that  when  he  asked  them  whether 
they  had  received  the  Ho^y  Spirit,  they  answered  that  they 
had  never  so  much  as  heard  that  there  was  any  Holy 
Spirit,  or  that  any  one  could  receive  it  at  all.  Then  it  ap- 
peared that  they  had  only  received  the  baptism  of  John, 
with  the  obligation  to  repent  and  believe  ip  the  future  Mes- 
siah. When  Paul  had  bettered  their  knowledge  the}'  desired 
to  be  baptized  as  believers  in  Jesus ;  and  when  he  laid  his 
hands  upon  them  they  received  the  Holy  Spirit,  spoke  with 
tongues,  and  prophesied.  This  story  is  transparently  intended 
to  vindicate  Paul's  equality  in  privilege  with  Peter  and  John, 
whom  we  shall  presently  see  giving  the  Holy  Spirit  to  believ- 
ers who  had  not  yet  received  it,  by  laying  their  hands  upon 
them.*  But  though  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  accept  the 
story  as  it  stands,  yet  we  dare  not  saj^  that  no  historical 
reminiscence  lies  at  the  root  of  it. 

The  second  story,  which  serves  the  same  purpose  as  the 
first,  is  a  pure  fiction.  God  worked  wonderful  miracles  by 
the  hand  of  Paul,  so  that  sick  people  were  actually  cured  and 
demons  expelled  by  napkins  or  aprons  taken  from  his  person 

1  See  p.  570,  and  1  Corinthians. xvi.  19  (where  the  Roman  Catholic  verviov 
leads  '*  Aquila  and  Priscilla,  whose  gnest  I  am  '*). 

•  Acta  xviu.  S7,  xix.  9.  '  AcU  yiii.  Xb-ll, 
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to  the  sufferers.'  Really  we  might  be  reading  a  mediarrai 
I^end  of  a  saint's  or  martyr's  relies ! 

The  third  story  tells  us  how  the  fame  of  Paul  became  so 
great  that  it  excited  emulation.  Certain  wandeiing  Jewish 
exorcists,  the  seven  sons  (or  disciples)  of  the  high  priest 
Sceva,  tried  the  efficac}'  of  the  name  of  Jesus  in  a  magical 
formula:  '*I  adjure  30U  b}'  Jesus,  whom  Paul  preaches." 
But  the  evil  spirit  upon  whom  they  tried  it  answei-ed :  '*  Jesus 
I  know,  and  Paul  I  know  ;  but  who  are  you  ?  "  And  there- 
with the  demoniac  leaped  upon  them,  and  they  rushed,  stripped 
and  bleeding,  out  of  the  house.  All  the  Jews  and  Greeks  in 
£phesus  heard  of  this  and  were  greatly  terrified,  while  the 
name  of  Jesus  rose  high  in  fame.  Many  Christians  came  to 
confess  the  superstitious  practices  of  which  they  had  formerly 
been  guilty,  and  many  who  had  busied  themselves  with  mimics 
for  which  Ephesus  was  notorious,  brought  their  books  to- 
gether and  burned  them  in  public  to  the  value  of  fifty  thousand 
drachmas  (say  two  thousand  pounds  sterling).  Thus  the 
gospel  spread  and  prospered  mightily.  Here  again  the  ac- 
count is  full  of  exaggerations,  especially  as  to  the  value  of 
the  books ;  for  the  Christians  were  most  of  them  in  needy 
circumstances.  We  must  leave  it  undecided  whether  the 
kernel  of  this  story  about  the  exorcists  is  historical  or 
symbolical. 

But  in  spite  of  all  this  uncertainty  it  is  clear  enough  that 
the  period  we  are  considering  was  one  of  extreme  importance 
\n  the  spread  of  Christianity.  Personally*,  in  the  course  of 
his  expeditions  round  about,  or  indirectly  by  means  of  the 
fellow-laborers  he  sent  out  to  preach,  Paul  established  flour- 
ishing communities  in  various  cities  of  Asia,^  such  as  Smyrna, 
Pergamus,  Thyatira,  Sardis,  Philadelphia,  Laodicea,  Colossae, 
and  Hierapolis.  These  churches  were  distinguished  b}-  their 
faithful  and  patient  perseverance  under  sufiering,  their  love 
and  good  works,  and  in  some  cases  their  steadfast  attachment 
to  the  Pauline  gospel.'  We  cannot  say  whether  Barnabas 
and  Silas  were  still  among  Paul's  fellow-laborers ;  honorable 
mention,  however,  is  made  not  only  of  Titus  and  Timothj',  but 
of  many  others,  such  as  Sosthenes  and  Tychicus,  Gaius  and 
Aristarchus  the  Macedonians,  Erastus  the  Corinthian,  and  in 
special  connection  with  Ephesus,  Onesiphorus,  a  faithfiil 
friend  of  the  Apostle ;  at  Colossae,  Epaphras,  Philemon,  and 
Archippus ;  at  Laodicea,  Nympbas.     Epaphras,  indeed,  ap- 

1  See  p.  496.  >  1  Corinthians  xvi.  19;  Revelation  i.  4, 11. 

*  Heveladou  ii.  8,  10,  13,  19, 14,  15,  20. 
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pears  to  have  been  the  real  evangelist  of  Colossae,  and  to  have 
rendered  great  services  to  the  neighboring  communities  of 
Laodicea  and  Hierapolis.^  Perhaps  we  may  extend  this  list 
considerably ;  for  the  sixteenth  chapter  of  Romans,  though  it 
certainly  does  not  belong  to  the  epistle  to  which  it  is  now  ap- 
pended, may  really  be  from  the  hand  of  Paul ;  and  some 
scholars  have  supposed  that  it  is  a  letter  to  the  believers  at 
Sphesus  in  commendation  of  the  deaconess  Phoebe.  In  that 
case  we  must  add  to  the  Apostle's  Ephesian  fellow-laborers 
the  names  of  Epenetus,  the  first-fruits  to  Christ  from  Asia ; 
of  Andronicus  and  Junius,  relatives  of  Paul  and  on  one  occa- 
sion his  fellow-prisoners,  who  took  an  honorable  position  as 
messengers  of  Christ,  and  had  joined  the  faithful  before  Paul 
himself.  Furtlier,  Urbanus  and  Apelles :  certain  women 
such  as  Maria,  who  was  of  much  service  at  Ephesus ;  Try- 
phena,  Tryphosa,  and  above  all  Persis,  —  all  of  them  zealous 
laborers  for  the  gospel.  On  the  same  supposition  of  authen- 
ticity, we  may  also  add  that  Paul  was  warml}'  attached  to  a 
certain  Rufus,  possibly  the  son  of  Simon  of  Cyrene,^  and  still 
more  to  his  mother,  who  had  been  like  a  mother  to  the  Apos- 
tle himself.  And  to  these  we  must  add  Amplias  and  Stachys, 
Paul's  own  relative  Herodion,  and  many  others.  In  a  word, 
there  were  numbers  of  believers,  glowing  with  zeal  for  the 
good  cause,  who  were  read}*  to  preach  in  their  own  cities,  to 
carry  the  message  elsewhere,  and  in  some  cases  to  travel  from 
place  to  plac^  in  a  more  or  less  extended  district.  In  the 
latter  case  the}'  would  often  have  to  suspend  or  relinquish 
their  occupations ;  and  for  their  benefit  Paul  established  the 
rule,  ''  Let  him  who  is  taught  in  the  word  impart  to  the 
teacher  of  all  his  goods,"  •  and  laid  it  down  in  general  as  an 
ordinance  of  Christ  that  ''  those  who  preach  the  gospel  should 
also  live  by  the  gospel,"  —  a  right,  however,  which  he  declined 
to  exercise  himself.^ 

Meanwhile,  however  fruitful  were  the  labors  of  the  Apostle 
and  his  supporters,  they  had  to  struggle  against  manifold  ob- 
stacles and  many  kinds  of  hindrance  and  persecution.  Paul 
himself  declared  that  Ephesus  offered  a  wide  and  fruitful 
field  for  the  extension  of  the  gospel  in  the  dty  and  the  dis- 
trict. "  A  great  and  mighty  door  is  open  to  me,"  he  cried ; 
but  he  was  forced  to  add  at  once,  '*  there  are  many  adversa- 
ries/' '    If  only  the  believers  would  have  all  Joined  hand  in 

»  Colossians  i.  7,  W,  12,  13.  «  See  p.  448. 

*  Galatians  vi.  6  *  1  Corinthiand  ix.  i-18. 

*  1  Corinthians  xti  9. 
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hand !  But  alas !  though  we  have  no  direct  testimony,  we 
may  well  surmise  that  even  during  these  years  Jewish-Chris- 
tian emissaries  had  presented  themselves  in  the  capital  as  well 
as  elsewhere  in  Asia,  had  set  their  feet  across  the  path  of 
Paul,  and  had  drawn  away  many  of  his  convert*.  If  it  is 
true,  as  we  saw  stated  but  now,  that  he  found  a  small  com- 
munity of  converted  Jews  on  his  first  arrival,  then  the  con- 
flict was  inevitable.  But  independently  of  this,  when  we 
reflect  that  a  s}  stematic  and  embittered  opposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Jewish-Christians  had  been  organized  some  years 
ago  at  Antioeh,  and  was  appearing  in  Galatia  and  at  Ck>rinth 
at  this  very  time,  we  can  hardly  doubt  that  the  same  party 
spirit  raised  its  head  at  Ephesus  with  equal  boldness  and  de- 
termination, and  that  emissaries  from  Jerusalem  arrived  to 
withdraw  the  converted  heathen  from  Paul's  influence,  to  in- 
corporate them  into  the  people  of  the  Lord  if  only  as  *'  prose- 
lytes of  the  gate,"  to  detach  them  from  their  gentile  surround- 
ings, and  wean  them  from  their  gentile  life.  This  would  also 
account  for  the  bitterness  with  which  Paul  denounces  these 
orthodox  agitators  as  "hypocrites"  in  the  letters  of  this 
period ;  and  indeed  the  dangers  from  *'  false  brothers,"  of 
which  he  speaks  as  threatening  his  liberty  or  life,  must  obvi- 
ousl}^  be  understood  as  resulting  from  events  that  fall  within 
this  period.  This  is  another  indication  of  the  violence  of  the 
contest.  Finally,  some  ten  years  later  a  Jewish-Christian 
writer  singles  out  Ephesus  and  SmjTna  for  special  praise  be- 
cause they  had  long  ago  tried  Paul  and  rejected  him,  and 
learned  to  hate  his  gospel  and  his  followers.  ^ 

Divisions  and  discord  rending  the  bosom  of  the  community, 
calumny  and  bitter  hostility  pursuing  him  on  his  own  ground ! 
Alas,  what  sorrow  for  the  Apostle !  And  all  this  just  when 
perfect  unanimity  was  such  a  crying  necessity !  If  thus  at 
strife  with  one  another,  how  were  tSey  to  hold  out  against 
the  hatred  and  attacks  of  the  Jews,*  who  were  especially 
numerous  at  Ephesus  ?  How  were  they  to  resist  the  crashing 
force  of  heathen  society,  which  threatened  to  bear  down  their 
whole  work  by  sheer  violence,  and  which  had  such  varied 
and  terrible  power  to  seduce  the  weaker  brethren  to  the  foul- 
ness of  heathen  morals  or  the  superstitiousness  of  heathen 
religion?  We  have  already  heard  from  Paul's  own  lips  how 
he  felt  for  and  with  those  who  were  exposed  to  such  tempta- 
tion. "Who  is  weak  without  my  being  weak  with  him? 
Who  stumbles  without  jny  burning?"  and  it  must  be  to  the 
^  Revelation  ii.  M;  9,  >  2  CorinthianB  zi.  S6>  Acts  xx.  19. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PAUL   AT  BFHESU8.  593 

couBtant  exposure  to  \dolence  that  Paul  chiefly  alludes  when 
he  speaks  of  the  "  many  adversaries."  But  nothing  quenched 
his  zeal  or  broke  his  elasticity.  Every  thing  inci'cased  them. 
There  was  an  ample  and  promising  field  of  labor  open  to  him, 
and  that  was  enough !  In  the  spring  of  58  a.d.  he  speaks  of 
it  as  a  well-known  fact  that  the  believers,  or  at  least  the 
preachers,  of  the  gospel  *'  are  in  peril  every  hour,"  and  de- 
clares of  himself  that  he  "  dies  every  day,"  and  records,  with 
some  special  circumstance  in  his  mind  apparently,  that  he 
*'  fought  with  wild  beasts  at  Ephesus,"  —  that  is  to  say,  was 
engaged  in  a  conflict  with  savage  and  blood-thirsty  men  in 
which  his  life  trembled  in  the  balance.^  Was  it  then,  or  on 
some  subsequent  occasion,  that  Aquila  and  Priscilla  risked 
their  lives  to  save  him  ?  Dangers  constantl}*  increased,  and 
at  last  they  rose  to  such  a  height  that  a  few  weeks  after  he 
had  left  Ephesus  he  wrote  of  the  great  oppression  which  had 
lately  come  upon  him  in  Asia,  against  which  his  powers  had 
no  longer  been  able  to  endure,  and  under  which  he  had  lost 
every  ray  of.  hope  that  his  life  would  be  preserved,  when 
"  God  rescued  him  out  of  so  great  a  death."  * 

The  book  of  Acts  further  records  an  event  to  which  Paul 
makes  no  separate  reference,  but  which  is  doubtless  in  the 
main  historical,  though  the  account  is  sometimes  rather  highly 
colored.  We  must  know  then  that  Ephesus  was  specially 
devoted  to  the  worship  of  the  goddess  Artemis  (Diana), 
whose  image  cut  out  of  vine  wood  was  said  to  have  fallen 
down  from  heaven,  and  was  kept  in  a  magnificent  temple 
which  ranked  as  one  of  the  seven  wonders  of  the  world. 
Now  little  models  of  this  temple,  worked  in  silver,  were 
greatly  sought  after,  especially  by  strangers  who  came  to  pay 
&eir  reverence  to  the  goddess;  and  when  Paul  had  been 
preaching  two  or  three  years  in  Ephesus  and  the  neighbor- 
hood a  prominent  silversmith  of  the  name  of  Demetrius  called 
together  his  numerous  skilled  workmen  and  laborers,  and 
pointed  out  to  them  what  damage  Paul  was  doing  to  their 
trade  and  to  the  worship  of  their  goddess  by  making  such 
hosts  of  worshippers  in  Ephesus  and  almost  all  of  Asia  de- 
sert the  gods.  The  combination  of  religious  and  selfish  mo- 
tives soon  began  to  work.  ^'  Glory  to  the  Ephesian  Artemis  1 " 
cried  the  assembly,  and  a  formidable  tumult  was  at  once  on 
foot.  The  rioters,  as  a  single  man,  made  for  the  theatre 
where  popular  assemblies  were  usually  held,  and  in  which 
more  than  fifty  thousand  people  could  meet.  They  had  seized 
1  1  CorinthiuB  xt.  8(Htt.  >  2  Corinthians  1 8-10. 
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two  of  Paurs  companions,  Gains  and  Aristarchus  of  Mace- 
donia, and  Paul  himself  would  have  gone  out  among  the 
people  had  he  not  been  restrained  by  the  disciples,  and  im- 
plored by  some  of  the  Asiarchs  themselves  who  were  friendly 
to  him  not  to  enter  the  theatre.  These  Asiarchs  were  a  col- 
lege of  ten  distinguished  citizens,  appointed  for  a  year  to  ex- 
ercise a  general  superintendence  over  religious  affairs,  and 
to  provide  popular  games  for  the  religious  festivals  at 
their  own  expense.  Boundless  confusion  reigned  in  the  thea- 
tre. One  raised  one  cry  and  another  another,  and  most  of 
them  did  not  so  much  as  know  why  they  were  there.  A  cer- 
tain Alexander  was  pushed  forward  b}-  the  Jews,  and  was 
going  to  speak  a  word  in  defence ;  but  no  sooner  was  he  seen 
to  be  a  Jew  than  a  thousand  throats  roared  out  '*  Great  is 
Artemis  of  the  Ephesians ! "  as  if  the}'  would  never  stop. 

After  nearly  two  hours  the  town  clerk  succeeded  in  getting 
silence.  He  went  on  to  pacify  the  mob  with  the  greatest  tact. 
The  privileges  of  Ephesus,  he  said,  as  the  city  of  Artemis 
and  the  guardian  of  her  heavenly  image,  were  known  to  all 
the  world,  and  could  not  be  disputed ;  so  there  was  no  need 
to  make  a  tumult  or  do  any  thing  rash  to  assert  them.  As  for 
these  two  Macedonians,  they  had  neither  robbed  the  temples 
nor  blasphemed  the  gods.  II'  Demetrius  and  his  friends  had 
any  complaints  to  urge  against  them,  they  could  bring  them 
before  the  magistrates  when  the  courts  wei*e  sitting ;  and  if 
any  further  steps  were  necessary,  they  must  be  submitted  to 
an  assembly^  of  the  people  in  due  form.  There  was  a  proper 
way  of  doing  every  thing,  and  these  tumultuous  and  unrea- 
sonable proceedings  might  get  them  into  trouble  as  rioters. 
After  this  he  dismissed  the  people,  and  before  long  the  com- 
motion had  completely  subsided. 
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Chafter  IX. 

THE  COMMUNITY  AT  CORINTH  AND  THE  LETTER  TO 

ROME. 

Acts  XIX.  21,  22,  XX.  1-6,  XVIII.  24-28;  1  Cobihthiaks; 
2  Corinthians;  Romans. 

SHORTLY  after  the  event  we  have  just  recorded,  Paul 
called  the  Christians  of  Ephesus  together  to  take  leave 
of  them.  Independently  of  this  riot  he  had  ahready  resolved 
to  quit  Ephesus  and  Asia  for  Macedonia  and  Achaia.^  A 
variety  of  motives,  some  of  them  connected  with  far-reaching 
projects  to  which  we  shall  presentl}'  return,  had  combined 
to  dictate  this  resolution. 

The  community  at  Corinth  was  the  object  of  the  Apostk's 
special  concern,  and  he  longed  to  be  with  the  brethren  there 
once  more.  If,  as  we  have  supposed,  he  had  paid  them  a 
visit  from  Ephesus,  some  time  before,  it  can  only  have  been 
a  short  one ;  and,  in  consequence  of  the  misconduct  of  some 
of  the  Christians  and  the  severity  with  which  he  had  been 
compelled  to  chastise  them,  it  had  left  a  painful  impression 
behind  it.^  He  had  also  sent  a  letter  to  Corinth ;  but  it  is 
now  lost,  and  we  only  know  that  it  contained  the  injunction 
to  avoid  intercourse  with  immoral  persons.  Paul  meant  im- 
moral members  of  the  community ;  but  the  Corinthians  under- 
stood his  expression  generall3%  and  this  made  the  injunction 
absolutely  impossible  to  compl}'  with,  and  therefore  foolish. 
He  was  thus  compelled  to  return  to  the  same  point  afterwards 
and  explain  that  the  judgment  of  the  heathen  must  be  left 
with  God ;  but  that  if  a  Christian  became  guilty  of  unchastity, 
drunkenness,  idolatr}*,  or  extortion,  he  must  be  excluded  from 
the  tables  of  the  brethren."  Immoralit}',  sometimes  of  a  very 
gross  description,  still  disgraced  the  community,  and  was  but 
too  readily  condoned  ;  and  Paul  demanded  that  a  certain  noto- 
rious oflTender  should  be  punished  with  extreme  severity,  by 
])eing  solemnly  given  up  to  Satan,  the  god  of  the  heathen 
world,  by  the  curse  of  excommunication.*  But  there  were 
other  matters  also  in  which  this  church  gave  Paul  occasion 
for  anxiety  and  sorrow. 

1  1  CorinthianB  xvi.  5-9.  >  2  Corinthians  xiii.  1.  2,  ii.  1,  xii.  14,  21. 

*  1  Corinthians  v.  9-13.  *  1  Corinthians  ▼.  1  fl. 
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There  was  mach,  however,  in  which  he  oould  heartil}^  rejoice, 
and  with  this  we  will  begin.  The  commimity  had  been  greatly 
strengthened  and  extended,  especially  by  the  preaching  of  a 
certain  Apollos,  a  Jew  of  Alexandria,  well  skilled  in  the 
symbolical  interpretation  of  the  Scriptare,  which  flourished 
in  that  city.  Arriving  at  Ephesas  in  Paol's  absence,  he 
had  been  won  for  the  Pauline  gospel  by  Aquila  and  Priscilla, 
had  come  over  with  letters  of  commendation  to  Achaia,  and  had 
labored  with  great  success.  All  this  is  told  us  in  the  book 
of  Acts  and  is  indirectly  confirmed  b}'  Paul  himself;  for 
he  speaks  of  Apollos  as  a  fellow-worker  of  one  mind  with 
him,  who  had  great  influence  at  Corinth,  and  had  watered 
what  he  himself  had  sown.  We  also  read  in  Acts  that  Apollos 
taught  Christianity  and  preached  about  Jesus  before  he  had 
received  the  instructions  of  Aquila  and  Priscilla,  although,  like 
the  twelve  disciples  of  whom  we  heard  just  now,^  he  only  knew 
the  baptism  of  John ;  and  further,  that  at  Corinth  he  bnsied 
himself  exclusively  with  the  refutation  of  the  Jews.  All  this 
may  go  for  what  it  is  worth. 

The  oommunit}'  at  Corinth  not  only  grew  but  was  also 
marked  by  great  wealth  of  spiritual  gifts.  It  could  boast  of 
man}'  preachers,  many  members  distinguished  by  their  keen- 
ness of  spiritual  vision,  besides  prophets,  ordinary  teachers, 
deacons  and  deaconesses  who  looked  after  the  poor  and  sick ; 
others  who  by  prayer  and  the  laying  on  of  bands,  or  by  the 
application  of  special  remedies,  healed  the  sick  or  did  other 
deeds  of  power.  Parallels  to  these  phenomena  may  be  found 
elsewhere,  in  times  and  amidst  circles  where  great  spiritual 
excitement  has  prevailed.  Above  alL  there  were  great  num- 
bers who  spoke  in  tongues.'  They  all  looked  forward  to  the 
return  of  the  Christ  with  a  longing  so  intense  that  some  of 
them,  perceiving  that  their  beloved  relatives  who  had  died 
unbaptized  would  be  excluded  from  the  blessings  of  the  Golden 
Age,  had  themselves  baptized  for  them  in  hopes  of  its  being 
accepted  on  their  behalf." 

This  practice,  however  superstitious,  did  no  great  harm ; 
but  the  self-exaltation  of  which  the  brethren  wei-e  guilty  did 
great  harm  indeed.  They  were  so  wise  in  their  own  eyes  that 
they  cared  for  nothing  and  for  nobody,  and  considered  them- 
selves  qualified  to  pass  sentence  from  above  upon  every  one, 
including  Paul  himself.  The  arrogance  of  some  of  them  wa« 
simply  unbounded.^    Connected  with  aU  this  was  a  spirit  of 

1  See  pp.  588,  589.  ^  1  Corinthians  i.  6,  7,  xii.  4-11,  28. 

•  1  Corinthians  xr.  29.  «  1  Corinthians  iii.  18,  iv.  3, 7  ff.,  18. 
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sectarianism  which  wofuUj  divided  the  community.  A  Jew- 
ish-Christian party  had  been  formed  here  also.  It  appealed, 
and  mast  have  had  some  right  jor  some  reason  in  its  appeal, 
to  the  authority  of  Cephas  (Peter)  the  Apostle  of  the  Jews ; 
it  called  itself  after  him,  and  denied  or  detracted  from  the 
apostolic  dignity  of  Paul.^  The  liberal  party  called  them- 
selves followers  of  Paul  in  distinction  from  the  others.  But 
here  the  matter  did  not  rest.  There  were  some  of  the  liberals 
who  had  perhaps  been  converted  by  Apolios  and  felt  warmly 
attached  to  him ;  or  perhaps  they  had  learned  to  look  down 
upon  Paul's  simple  teaching  when  they  had  come  under  the 
spell  of  the  Alexandrian's  brilliant  gifts,  his  eloquent  address, 
his  speculative  profundity,  and  his  sj^mbolical  interpretation 
of  the  Scriptures.  Be  this  as  it  may,  they  called  themselves 
after  Apollos.  Again,  there  ,was  a  section  of  the  orthodox 
party  that  raised  another  cry.  They  had  probably  come  from 
Jerusalem  *  provided  with  letters  of  commendation ;  and  by 
way  of  throwing  Paul  (who  had  never  been  in  an}'  personal 
relations  with  the  Christ)  into  the  shade,  and  so  excluding 
him  and  all  his  party,  they  hit  upon  the  idea  of  calling  thein- 
selves  and  their  followers  the  adherents  of  Christ,  on  t'\ie 
ground  that  they  had  known  the  Christ  themselves,  or  at  aiiy 
rate  were  in  close  relations  with  his  genuine  Apostles." 

The  Jewish-Christian  party  showed  its  usual  animosity 
against  the  Apostle  of  the  heathen,  as  we  may  see  from  a 
single  example.  Paul's  opponents  managed  to  turn  the  very 
disinterestedness  which  formed  so  sharp  a  contrast  with  t\ie 
conduct  of  the  new  Palestinian  preachers  into  a  weapon 
against  him.  They  told  the  Corinthians  that  his  settled 
principle  of  never  receiving  any  thing  from  them  showed  that 
he  was  himself  conscious  that  he  had  no  real  claim  to  the 
name  of  Apostle,  and  had  not  been  sent  by  the  Christ.^ 
There  is  ever}'  indication  that  in  Corinth  even  more  than 
elsewhere  the  conflict  took  a  personal  character,  to  which  the 
principles  at  issue  were  more  or  less  subordinated.  But  the 
two  aspects  of  the  dispute  were  always  closely  connected  to- 
gether. The  Jewish-Christian  teachers,  however,  do  not 
seem  to  have  pitched  their  claims  so  high  in  Corinth  as  they 
had  done  in  Galatia.  Apparently  they  did  not  insist  upon 
circumcision,  the  observance  of  Jewish  rest-days,  feasts,  and 
fasts,  or  other  such  matters.     Indeed,  it  would  seem  that 

1  J9ee  p.  549.  *  2  Corinthians  iii.  1,  xi.  22. 

*  1  Ck>rinthians  i.  12.  ii.  4,  iii.  4,  22 ;  2  Corinthians  x.  7;  compare  p.  686. 

«  1  Corinthians  ix.  1  ft 
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even  in  Galatia  they  had  not  demanded  the  strict  obserranoe 
of  the  whole  Law ;  *  and  we  can  therefore  well  believe  that 
here,  in  the  land  of  culture,  they  shrank  ft'om  the  insuperable 
difficulties  of  introducing  the  national  usages  that  rendered 
them  ridiculous  in  Grecian  eyes.^  Finally,  the  love  of  argu- 
ment and  disputation  so  characteristic  of  the  Greeks  con- 
tributed powerfully  towards  the  undesirable  state  of  things  at 
Corinth  b}'  making  the  Christians  look  upon  the  gospel  as  a 
matter  of  doctrine  rather  than  life,  and  eagerly  seek  out  points 
upon  which  the}'  could  argue  with  each  other. 

Paul  was  further  grieved  by  the  want  of  love  manifested  in 
the  fact  that  the  Christians  sometimes  had  lawsuits  with  each 
other  rather  than  risk  any  loss  or  injustice ;  and  even  called 
each  other  before  the  heathen  judges  instead  of  at  any  rate 
choosing  brethren  to  act  as  arbitrators  in  their  quarrels.' 
And  the  same  want  of  love  was  manifested  at  the  brotherly 
meals  of  the  faithful,  consecrated  to  the  united  commemoration 
of  the  Lord ;  for  the  richer  members  had  fallen  into  the  evil 
habit  of  seizing  with  indecorous  haste  what  the}'  had  brought 
themselves,  instead  of  waiting  till  the  food  was  served  round 
and  each  could  have  his  share,  —  so  that,  while  they  were  feast- 
ing themselves  sometimes  to  excess,  others  who  had  not  been 
able  to  bring  any  thing  with  them  were  obliged  to  look  on  in 
hunger,  unless  they  happened  to  belong  to  their  party  or  to 
be  among  their  friends.  The  Apostle,  regarding  this  as  a 
slight  to  the  community  and  an  insult  to  the  poor,  held  it  an 
abuse  of  the  institution  of  the  common  meal,  and  recognized 
the  prevalence  of  sickness  and  death  among  the  brethren  as 
its  punishment.^ 

Yet,  again,  the  confusion  that  prevailed  in  the  meetings  of 
the  community  was  a  source  of  pain  to  the  Apostle.  All 
strove  to  be  first,  and  mutual  service  was  regarded  as  humili- 
ating. Women  came  forward  at  these  meetings,  which  Paul 
regarded  as  very  scandalous.  They  even  led  in  prayer  and 
prophecy  with  their  heads  unveiled.  Sometimes  every  one 
attempted  to  prophesy  at  the  same  time,  and  all  vied  with 
each  other  for  attention.  Finally,  speaking  with  tongues  was 
carried  to  such  an  excess  that  a  heathen  casuallj*  entering  the 
assembly  would  suppose  that  they  were  raving.  * 

Paul  had  received  some  information  on  these  points,  es- 
pecially about  the  sectarian  jealousies,  fVom  the  members  of 

1  GaUtians  vi.  13,  v.  8.  ^  1  Corinthians  vii.  18. 

*  1  Corinthiana  vi.  1  ff. ;  compare  Matthew  y.  89-41. 

«  1  Corinthians  xi.  17  ff.  <  1  CorinUiians  zi.  2  ff.,  xii  1  ff.,  xiy. 
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A  certain  Cloe's  household.  Subsequently  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  Corinthian  coromunitj,  —  probably  brought  to 
him  by  Stephanas,  Fortunatus,  and  Achaicus,  —  asking  for 
instructions  as  to  marriage  and  the  unmarried  state,  the  pro- 
priety of  joining  in  sacrificial  meals  and  eating  the  flesh  of 
animals  that  had  been  sacrificed,  the  value  of  spiritual  gifts, 
and  other  matters.*  The  bearers  of  this  letter  gave  him  fbll 
information  of  the  state  of  things  at  Corinth ;  and  though  he 
intended  soon  to  go  there  himself  and  put  the  arrogant  pre- 
tenders who  had  spoken  so  contemptuously  of  him  to  the  test, 
he  determined  first  to  send  Timothy,  his  beloved  and  trusted 
son  in  the  Lord,  to  remind  the  Corinthians  how  he  ordered 
his  life  as  the  messenger  of  Christ,  and  how  he  preached 
everywhere  and  in  all  the  churches.  Meanwhile  he  gave  a 
second  letter  (1  Corinthians)  to  the  three  Corinthian  dele- 
gates, who  were  now  about  to  return,  and  would  arrive  at 
Corinth  before  Timoth}-  who  was  travelling  through  Mace- 
donia. In  this  letter  he  begged  the  community  to  receive 
Timothy,  as  a  worthy  preacher  of  the  gospel,  with  friendship 
and  i-espect,  that  he  might  not  be  top  difiddent ;  and  then  to 
escort  him  on  his  way  back.  Apollos  was  with  Paul  at 
Ephesus  at  this  time,  and  not  at  Corinth ;  and  Paul  had  en 
treated  him,  perhaps  at  the  instance  of  the  Corinthians,  to 
accompany  Stephanus  and  the  other  two  to  Corinth,  and  help, 
among  other  things,  to  check  the  party  feeling.  But  Apollos 
had  steadily  declined,  saying  he  could  not  go  till  it  fell  in  with 
his  plans  to  do  so.^ 

The  letter  was  written  in  Paul's  own  name  and  in  that  of 
Sosthenes,  to  whom,  perhaps,  he  dictated  it.  This  Sosthenes 
was  one  of  the  brethren  held  in  high  estimation  at  Corinth, 
and  happened  to  be  with  Paul  at  the  time.  After  a  friendly 
introduction,  the  letter  begins  with  a  rebuke  of  sectarianism. 
As  long  as  one  says,  '*  I  am  of  Paul ;"  another,  "  I  of  Apol- 
los ; "  a  third,  ''  I  of  Cephas ; "  a  fourth,  ''  I  of  Christ,"  — 
they  all  show  that  they  are  far  from  the  spirituality  of  the 
gospel,  and  forget  that  all  the  preachers  are  but  servants  of 
God  —  no  more.  Presently  he  begins  to  answer  their  specific 
questions :  It  is  good  to  marry,  but  considering  how  near 
the  world  is  to  its  end  it  is  better  still  not  to  marry ;  but  in 
this  matter  every  one  must  be  guided  b}'  his  knowledge  of 
himself,  must  act  circumspectly,  and  must  remember  what  is 
due  to  others.     The  use  of  meat  from  beasts  that  have  been 

1  1  Corinthians  i.  11,  vii.  1  ff.,  viii.  1  ff.,  xii.  1  ff.,  xv.  1  ff.,  xyi.  17. 
s  1  Corinthians  iv.  17,  xvi  10-12. 
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sacrificed  to  idols  is  a  matter  of  indifference  vo  those  who 
really  understand  the  subject  and  have  risen  above  all  preju- 
dice ;  but  for  fear  of  inducing  the  brother  of  more  contracted 
views,  who  looks  upon  it  as  a  sin,  to  follow  such  an  example 
and  60  violate  his  own  conscience,  it  is  better  to  abstain  from 
sitting  at  meat  in  an  idol's  temple.  Had  not  he,  Paul,  given 
a  lifelong  example  of  disinterested  self-sacrifice?  And,  in- 
deed, he  must  distinctly  forbid  their  joining  in  sacrificial 
meals,  for  it  was  a  sort  of  intercourse  with  demons ;  but 
meat  purchased  in  the  market  might  be  eaten  with  a  clear 
conscience,  whether  sacrificed  to  idols  or  not,  provided  always 
that  it  gave  no  offence.  Then  Paul  goes  on  to  treat  at  length 
of  spiritual  gifts,  especially  speaking  with  tongues,  and  lays 
it  down  that  no  more  than  two,  or  at  most  three,  should 
make  themselves  heard  at  one  meeting,  and  that  only  in  suc- 
cession and  when  there  was  some  one  present  who  could 
interpret  the  rapturous  utterances.  He  meets  the  doubts 
entertained  as  to  the  resurrection  chiefly  by  an  appeal  to  the 
resurrection  of  Christ,  and  he  speaks  of  the  glorified  body 
of  the  future.  He  repeatedly  rebukes  immorality,  arrogance, 
want  of  love,  disorderly  conduct,  and  an  unseemly  celebra- 
tion of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Then  he  concludes  by  pressing 
the  collection  for  the  believers  at  Jerusalem  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  brethren,  by  telling  them  of  his  fUture  plans,  and 
by  giving  them  his  greeting. 

We  will  only  transcribe  the  well-known  verses  in  which  the 
Apostle  celebrates  the  glory  of  love,  as  opposed  to  the  idle 
self-exaltation  of  the  Corinthians,  with  their  pride  in  their 
several  spiritual  gifts  and  their  unchristian  conduct :  ^  — 

^^  Earnestly  seek  the  best  gifts.  But  let  me  show  you  the 
way  of  wjiys. 

'^  I  may  speak  in  tongues  as  exalted  as  man  can  utter,  nay 
in  the  tongues  of  the  angels  themselves,  but  if  I  have  not  love 
I  am  a  piece  of  sounding  brass  or  a  tinkling  C3'mbal.  I  may 
be  such  a  prophet  that  I  understand  all  the  truths  of  faitib 
hitherto  unknown,  and  penetrate  to  all  knowledge  of  God  ;  I 
may  have  the  ftill  measure  of  faith  so  that  I  can  move  moun- 
tains, —  but  if  I  have  not  love  I  am  nothing.  I  may  bestow 
all  my  goods  on  the  poor ;  I  may  give  my  very  body  to  be 
burned,  —  but  if  I  have  not  love  it  all  avails  me  nothing ! 

^ ^  Love  is  long-suffering  and  kind.  Love  envies  not,  parades 
not  itself,  and  is  not  puffed  up ;  is  not  unseemly  or  grasping, 
or  easily  provoked.  Love  imputes  evil  to  no  one,  takes  no 
1 1  GorinthiaiiB  xiL  Sl-zir.  la. 
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ple&Bnre  in  unrighteousness,  but  rejoices  with  the  truth  in  all 
ihings  true  and  noble  ;  covers  all  evil,  believes  all  good,  hopes 
against  hope,  and  beai*s  every  thing. 

'*  Love  never  fails.  Prophecies  shall  come  to  an  end,  speak- 
ing in  tongues  shall  cease,  knowledge  shall  vanish  away ;  for 
our  knowledge  is  incomplete,  our  prophesying  is  imperfect, 
and  when  the  perfect  state  has  come  then  these  imperfect 
things  must  be  banished.  When  I  was  a  child  I  spoke  as  a 
child,  I  thought  as  a  child,  I  judged  as  a  child  ;  but  now  that 
I  have  become  a  man  I  have  put  childish  things  away.  For 
now  we  see  the  things  above  as  we  see  the  I'eflection  of  the 
heavens  in  the  water,  all  confused  ;  but  in  the  kingdom  of  God 
we  shall  see  them  right  before  us.  Now  I  only  know  in  part ; 
but  then  I  shall  know  as  perfectly  as  I  am  known  by  God. 

*'  And  so  these  three  —  faith,  hope,  and  love  —  endure  for 
ever ;  and  the  greatest  of  them  is  love. 

*' Follow  after  love!" 

This  letter  was  dispatched  before  Easter  in  the  year  58  a, d.* 
It  was  then  the  Apostle's  intention  to  remain  a  few  months 
longer  at  Ephesus,  to  seize  the  abundant  and  favorable  oppor- 
tunities of  preaching  the  gospel  there  and  to  repel  the  mani- 
fold opposition.  After  Pentecost  he  intended  to  go  through 
Macedonia  to  Corinth  to  spend  some  time,  perhaps  to  winter, 
there.* 

He  was  now  eagerly  emploj'ed,  among  other  things,  in  giv- 
ing effect  to  his  promise  to  make  a  collection  for  the  community 
of  Jerusalem  among  the  converts  of  his  own  churches.*  He 
had  already  made  one  such  collection,  soon  after  the  conven- 
tion at  Jerusalem  most  likely.  But  this  time,  after  the  lapse 
of  years,  he  was  exceedingl}'  anxious  to  collect  as  large  a 
sum  as  possible ;  for  if  he  could  make  up  a  handsome  amount 
he  would  not  send  it  (as  he  intended  to  do  should  it  prove  in- 
considerable) by  representatives  of  the  various  congregations, 
accompanied  by  a  letter  of  introduction,  but  he  would  go  with 
them  himself  in  the  hope  that  he  might  then  be  well  received 
in  the  City  of  the  Temple,  and  might  succeed  in  putting  an 
end  to  the  baneful  opposition  which  was  directed  thence 
against  his  preaching.*  It  was  excessively  difficult  for  him 
permanently  to  maintain  his  position  against  the  emissaries 
from  Jerusalem,  and  to  prevent  his  converts  from  falling 
away  firom  him.     The  liberality  of  his  heathen  converts, 

1  See  1  Corinthians  t.  7,  8.  *  1  Corinthians  xvi.  6-8. 

•  See  pp.  560,  651.  «  1  Corinthians  xvL  3,  4. 
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then,  must  bridge  over  the  chasm  between  himself  and  Uie 
primitive  community,  and  reconcile  the  latter  to  his  work.' 
Accordingly  he  had  charged  the  Galatian  Christians  to  set 
aside  something  from  Sunda}*  to  Sunday,  according  to  their 
several  ability;  and  now  he  made  the  same  request  of  the 
Corinthians,  so  that  the  collection  might  already  be  on  foot 
when  he  arrived,  and  might  yield  as  much  as  possible.* 

Perhaps  he  had  already  spoken  of  this  matter  in  his  former 
letter  to  Corinth,  and  had  afterwards  sent  Timothy  and  Eras- 
tu9  from  Ephesus  to  Macedonia  and  Achaia  on  the  same 
errand.  At  any  rate  he  impressed  the  urgency  of  the  matter 
upon  Titus,  whom  he  dispatched  to  Corinth  some  time  after 
writing  his  second  letter  (1  Corinthians),  but  while  still  at 
Ephesus.  It  appears  that  Titus  was  the  bearer  of  a  third 
letter,  now  lost,  caused  by  further  reports  from  the  city  which 
had  given  Paul  the  greatest  pain  and  had  hurt  him  person- 
ally. Accordingly  he  wrote  a  passionate  letter,  with  many 
tears,  in  which  he  spoke  with  extreme  severity  of  the  person 
principally  concerned,  and  earnestly  exhorted  the  community. 
At  the  same  time  he  gave  notice  of  a  change  in  his  plans.  It 
was  now  his  intention  to  sail  to  Corinth  direct,  to  pay  a  visit 
thence  to  Macedonia,  and  on  his  return  to  take  sMp  from 
Corinth  to  Jerusalem.' 

But  he  changed  this  plan  also.  Soon  after  he  had  sent  off 
the  third  letter,  the  great  danger  of  which  we  have  already 
spoken  came  upon  him  at  Ephesus.  He  barely  escaped  with 
his  life,  and  settled  for  a  time  at  Troas,  where  he  hoped  to 
meet  Titus  on  his  return  from  Corinth.  But  although  Troas 
offered  a  splendid  field  for  his  labors  in  preaching  the  gospel, 
and  though  his  efforts  were  actually  crowned  with  great  sac- 
cess,  yet  his  growing  anxiety  as  to  the  effect  of  his  last  letter 
to  Corinth  left  him  no  peace.  He  repented  of  having  adopted 
so  severe  a  tone ;  he  longed  with  all  his  heart  to  hear  from 
Titus  what  effect  it  had  produced ;  and  at  last  he  took  leave 
of  the  brethren  at  Troas  and  crossed  over  to  Macedonia,  hop- 
ing to  meet:  his  friend  there.  But  here  he  was  even  more  ill 
at  ease  than  he  had  been  at  Troas.  He  had  to  contend  against 
every  kinu  of  opposition,  and  meanwhile  his  anxiety  about 
Corinth  rose  still  higher,  till  at  last  Titus  Joined  him. 

His  arrival  was  a  great  relief  and  comfort,  not  so  much  be- 
cause of  the  pleasure  of  his  society  as  because  of  the  favora- 

1  3  Oorinthians  ix.  12  ff. 

^  I  OorinthUns  xvi.  1,  S. 

•  S  Oorinthians  ii.  2  ff.,  vii.  8  ff.,  L  U,  16. 
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ble  report  he  had  to  make.^  He  had  been  better  received 
than  might  have  been  e^rpected.  The  letter  had  made  a  deep 
impression.  The  Corinthians,  though  much  pained,  had  at 
least  been  shaken  out  of  their  slothfhl  indifference.  Their 
indignation  with  the  offender  or  ti^ucer,  and  their  enthusiasm 
for  the  Apostle  had  been  roused.  Thej'  had  taken  vigorous 
steps  in  the  matter,  and  were  now  longing  for  the  arrival  of 
Paul  himself,  with  whose  sufferings  they  heartily  S3*mpathized. 
At  any  rate  a  great  m&uy  of  the  brethren  showed  a  spirit  of 
respectful  obedience.  On  the  other  hand  his  delay  in  visiting 
the  city  had  made  his  Jewish-Christian  opponents  more  out- 
rageous than  ever  in  their  violent  or  scoffing  attacks  upon  his 
person  and  character.  Moreover,  many  faults  still  disfigured 
the  community.  For  these  and  other  reasons  Paul  was  im- 
pelled in  the  late  autumn  or  early  winter  of  58  a. d.  to  write 
a  fourth  letter  (2  Corinthians)  to  Corinth  before  going  there 
in  person.  This  was  perhaps  at  Philippi.  He  wrote  the 
letter  in  his  own  name  and  that  of  Timothj^  who  must  there- 
fore have  joined  him  again  by  this  time,  though  we  hear 
nothing  of  his  reception  and  experiences  at  Corinth,  and  do 
not  even  know  whether  he  had  really  fulfilled  his  mission  or 
been  in  Achaia  at  all. 

This  epistle  is  flill  of  references  to  the  manifold  sufferings 
inseparable  from  the  Apostle's  work,  and  of  expressions  of 
the  warmest  affection  for  the  Corinthians.  Paul  expresses 
ais  satisfaction  at  the  result  of  his  last  letter,  defends  him 
self  against  the  charge  of  vacillation  in  his  plans,  since  his 
reason  for  dela3ing  his  visit  had  been  his  unwillingness  to 
come  to  them  with  a  severe  rebuke  in  his  mouth,  and  exhorts 
them  to  receive  the  guilty  brother  once  more  into  their  affec- 
tions, since  he  was  now  sufficiently  punished  and  tortured  by 
repentance.  He  exalts  the  dignity  of  the  apostolic  ministry, 
as  that  of  the  spirit  that  makes  alive,  above  the  ministry  of 
the  Old  Covenant,  as  that  of  the  letter  that  kills ;  and  describes 
how  he  pursues  that  ministry  with  purity  and  faithfulness,  in 
the  joyfbl  perseverance  of  faith  and  in  the  hope  of  a  glorious 
future,  in  spite  of  the  terrible  strain  it  puts  upon  his  powera. 

Then  he  speaks  of  the  collection  for  the  Palestinian  be- 
lievers. The  Macedonian  Christians,  poor  as  the}'  were,  had 
given  zealously,  even  beyond  their  means ;  and  now  he  had 
begged  Titus  to  bring  this  work  of  love  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion at  Corinth,  where  he  had  busied  himself  in  the  matter 
rn  his  former  visit,  and  where  it  had  been  in  hand  for  a  yei^ 
1  2  Corinthians  ii.  12, 13,  viL  2-16. 
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already.  For  that  purpose  he  would  send  him  thither  as  the 
bearer  of  the  letter,  together  with  two  other  brethren,  whose 
names  are  not  given,  one  of  whom  represented  the  community, 
while  the  other  was  a  trusted  assistant  of  the  Apostle.  Paiil 
endeavors  to  commend  the  cause  to  the  Corinthians  in  mao3' 
ways,  especially  by  making  them  feel  it  inconsistent  with  their 
own  self-respect  to  be  behind  the  others.  All  this  he  does 
with  great  tact,  but  also  with  great  urgency. 

The  last  four  chapters  are  devoted  to  a  sometimes  passion 
ate  self-defence.  There  were  abundant  and  pressing  reasonu 
for  this ;  and  there  seems  also  to  have  been  a  very  special 
occasion  for  it  in  the  shape  of  a  project  of  inviting  some  man 
of  authorit}^  perhaps  one  of  the  Twelve  or  one  of  the  broth- 
ers of  the  Lord,  to  come  over  to  Corinth.*  A  certain  violence 
of  stj'le  pervades  these  chapters.  In  the  former  part  of  the 
epistle  Paul  had  already  defended  himself  from  the  charge  of 
vacillation  and  the  suspicion  of  base  cupidity  in  connectioa 
with  the  collection  of  the  gifts  of  love ;  he  had  fallen  upon 
his  opponents,  who  had  come  with  letters  of  commendation 
from  Jerusalem  and  had  asked  for  similar  letters  from  the 
Corinthians  to  other  churches,  and  had  denounced  them 
as  falsifiers  of  God*s  word.  He  now  repeats  all  this  and 
defends  his  character  and  his  apostolic  dignity  against  his  op- 
ponents, not  without  violent  threats.  In  proof  that  his  apos- 
tleship  is  in  no  wa}-  inferior,  but  rather  superior  to  that  of  the 
vaunted  Twelye  and  their  leaders,  he  appeals  to  all  that  he 
had  done  and  suffered  in  the  cause  of  the  gospel,  and  to  the 
revelations  of  the  glorified  Christ,  with  which  he  had  been 
favored  above  all  others.  From  the  Corinthian  community 
especial]}^  since  he  himself  had  founded  it,  he  demands  the 
recognition  and  support  of  his  high  apostolic  rank  and  his 
absolute  disinterestedness,  in  the  face  of  the  allegations  of 
his  adversaries.  He  warns  the  brethren  against  these  ^^  ser- 
vants of  Satan,"  and  against  all  who  came  to  give  them  an- 
other Jesus,  another  Spirit,  or  another  gospel  than  he  had 
preached  and  communicated  to  them  himself.  Finally,  he  ex- 
horts them  not  to  make  it  necessar}'  for  him  to  deal  severely 
^th  them  when  he  comes  in  person. 

What  the  effect  of  this  letter  was  we  are  not  told.     We  sas- 

l^ect  that  it  was  satisfactory,  for  the  treatise  which  Paul  soon 

afterwards  composed  in  Corinth  breathes  a  spirit  of  peace. 

The  Apostle  was  not  long  in  following  his  letter  from  Aface- 

1  8  Gorinthiana  xl.  4. 
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ionia  to  Greece.  According  to  Acts,  he  only  spent  three 
months  in  the  latter  country  and  then  set  out  for  Jerusalem. 
All  we  know  of  his  stay  at  Corinth  is  that  it  brought  his 
plans  for  the  future  to  maturit}'.  Fii-st  of  all,  he  would  go  to 
the  brethren  at  Jerusalem  to  make  peace  with  them.  This 
journey  must  often  have  filled  him  with  uneasy  apprehension, 
but  he  was  encouraged  to  hope  for  the  best  by  the  brilliant 
proofs  of  the  brotherlj'  love  of  the  heathen  Christians,  which 
could  not  fail  to  be  acceptable  to  the  believers  at  Jerusalem  ; 
b}'  confidence  in  his  own  personal  influence  backed  by  the 
truth ;  ^  and  above  all  bj'  his  unshaken  hope  in  the  support 
of  his  Lord.  After  pleading  his  cause  at  Jerusalem,  and  se- 
curing his  churches  against  the  turbulent  agitators  who  would 
soon  lose  all  their  influence  if  once  renounced  by  the  Apostles, 
he  intended  to  carry  out  a  project  he  had  long  cherished  with 
passionate  earnestness  and  make  his  way  to  Rome.  Accord- 
ing to  another  account,  of  doubtful  authenticity,^  his  plans 
included  a  yet  wider  scheme,  and  he  intended  to  go  on  from 
Rome  to  Spain.  But  let  us  confine  ourselves  to  what  is  cer- 
tain.' He  was  determined  to  visit  Rome,  and  we  may  easily 
see  wh3\  His  restless  nature  never  ceased  to  urge  him  on 
into  new  and  ever  wider  fields  of  labor.  He  had  now  trav- 
ersed sea  and  land  without  cessation  for  full  twenty  years, 
his  life  was  advancing,  and  his  work  still  seemed  to  miss  its 
crown  so  long  as  he  had  not  visited  Rome  and  preached  the 
gospel  there.  He  had  always  picked  out  great  capitals,  and 
now  the  capital  of  the  world  had  an  irresistible  fascination  for 
him.  What  a  glorious  thought,  to  preach  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  attack  Satan,  the  god  of  the  heathen  world,  at  the  very 
centre  of  the  power  of  heathenism  !  Moreover,  if  Antioch, 
Ephesus,  and  Corinth  were  the  scenes  of  busy  intercourse 
among  the  different  nations,  whence  the  news  of  the  gospel 
must  spread  far  and  wide,  Rome  was  the  very  heart  of  the 
ancient  world.  The  seed  there  scattered  and  matured  would 
be  borne  on  the  breath  of  the  winds  to  all  the  quarters  of 
heaven,  and  would  bear  rich  fruits  in  every  land.  A  triumph 
gained  at  Rome  would  open  up  immeasurable  prospects. 

Then  was  the  gospel  of  the  Crucified  as  yet  unknown  at 
Rome?  That  was  impossible.  There  was  no  movement  of 
any  interest  or  extent  in  any  portion  of  the  great  empire 
which  was  not  sooner  or  later  reflected  in  the  capital.  With- 
out any  special  founder,  a  band  of  believers  had  been  formed 

1  a  Oorinthiaos  xiii.  &  ^  Romans  xv.  24, 28. 

*  Roicaoi  i.  10-16. 
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at  Borne  by  the  mere  arrival  of  travelling  traders  or  the  setr 
tlement  of  straigers.  It  was  probably  connected  with  the 
synagogue,  and  had  already  gained  a  certain  celebrity.  But 
this  was  not  enough  for  Paul.  His  gospel  must  be  estab- 
lished there.  He  would  go  and  preach  in  Rome  himself;  for 
the  full  truth,  as  it  was  in  Christ,  must  be  proclaimed  there. 

But  the  previous  existence  of  a  congregation,  though  on 
one  side  fortunate,  inasmuch  as  it  woidd  give  his  work  a 
point  of  attachment  and  support,  was  on  the  other  side  a 
source  of  great  embarrassment.  When  he  arrived,  what  re- 
ception must  he  expect?  Some  of  the  believers  were  Jews  ; 
and  though  others  were  converted  heathen,*  even  they  had  no 
clear  insight  into  the  significance  of  the  cross,  no  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  way  of  salvation,  —  of  Justification  by  grace 
through  faith.*^  Paul  knew,  or  had  reason  to  suspect,  that  he 
would  meet  witli  opponents  there  who  had  already  blackened 
his  character,  and  allies  who  misunderstood  or  misapplied  his 
principles.  So  he  felt  the  necessity  of  paving'  the  way  for 
his  personal  visit  b}*  making  the  Christians  acquainted  with 
his  gospel,  and  so  winning  their  hearts  for  the  truth  in  ad- 
vance, or  at  any  rate  securing  a  more  favorable  disposition 
towards  his  gospel  and  removing  prejudices.  To  this  we  owe 
the  epistle  to  &e  Romans,  —  PauFs  masterpiece;  the  first 
attempt  —  and  a  supremely  important  one  —  to  draw  up  a 
system  of  Christian  doctrine.  It  is  no  controversial  appeal, 
like  the  epistle  to  the  Gafatians ;  no  personal  defence,  like 
the  two  remaining  epistles  to  the  Corinthians,  —  but  a  calm 
exix>sition  of  a  doctrinal  sj'stem,  with  its  commendation  to 
the  calm  consideration  of  others.  The  circumstances  natur- 
ally dictated  a  conciliatory  tone,  and  prominence  is  given  to 
constructive  rather  than  destructive  elements,  which  puts 
this  epistle  into  contrast  more  especially  with  that  to  the 
Galatians. 

After  greeting  the  brethren,  Paul  at  once  announces  hid 
intention  of  visiting  Rome  to  preach  among  the  heathen  there 
also ;  for  he  felt  the  duty  laid  upon  him  of  bringing  both 
Greek  and  barbarian,  both  the  cultured  and  the  ignorant,  to 
the  Christ.  **  For  in  spite  of  contempt  and  persecution  it  is 
my  pride  to  preach  the  gospel,  since  I  know  it  to  be  the  power 
of  God  for  the  presentation  of  all  who  have  faith,  whether 
Jew  or  Greek.  It  reveals  to  the  heart  of  man  the  perfect  re- 
lationship to  God,  springing  from  faith  and  leading  to  faith, 

1  Romans  L  5, 6, 18-lS,  xi.  13  ff. 
<  Romana  vL  17. 
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according  to  the  saying  of  the  Scripture,  ^The  righteous 
shall  live  bj  faith.'  "  ^ 

Then  he  shows  that  the  heathen  world  had  been  given  up 
to  the  deepest  moral  corruption  as  a  punishment  for  its  idola- 
try ;  but  that  the  Jews  also,  subject  to  God's  judgment  and 
condemned  by  their  own  Law,  are  just  as  far  from  the  right- 
eousness that  avails  with  God.  ^^  All  mankind  is  guilty  in 
His  eyes.  Observance  of  the  Law  cannot  possibly  make  any 
man  just  in  His  sight ;  for  the  Law  does  but  serve  to  bring  sin 
into  light." 

''  But  now,"  —  and  here  we  have  the  brief  epitome  of  Paul's 
gospel  in  his  own  words, —  "  but  now  the  true  justification, 
sanctioned  b}-  the  Scripture,  is  made  accessible  without  the 
instrumentality  of  Law.  It  is  the  justification  of  all  who 
have  faith  in  Christ  by  means  of  that  faith.  For  there  is  no 
difference  between  Jew  and  heathen.  All  alike  have  sinned 
and  fallen  short  of  the  glorj'  of  God,  but  are  justified  without 
price  by  his  grace^  by  the  redemption  we  have  found  in  Jesus 
Christ.  A^en  he  poured  out  his  blood,  God  oflfered  him  to 
the  believer  as  an  atoning  sacrifice  for  his  sins.  Hence  it 
appears  that  God's  long-suffering  has  not  really  infringed 
upon  his  justice  when  in  times  gone  by  he  has  let  sins  go  un- 
punished, with  this  atoning  sacrifice  in  view.  And  by  the 
same  means  the  true  justification  has  been  brought  to  light ; 
for  by  the  cross  God's  justice  is  established,  and  God  holds 
all  who  have  faith  in  Jesus  to  be  justified. 

"Then  what  ground  is  left  for  any  self-exaltation  on  the 
part  of  the  Jew?  None  whatever.  What  is  it  that  has 
brought  all  this  about?  Is  it  the  religion  of  legal  obsen'- 
ance?  No,  it  is  the  religion  of  faith.  We  believe,  then, 
that  faith  without  legal  observance  brings  man  into  the 
true  relationship  with  God.  Or  is  He  the  God  of  the  Jews 
only,  and  not  of  the  heathen?  By  no  means.  The  same 
God  will  save  Israel  b}'  faith  and  the  uncircumcised  through 
faith." 

But  was  not  this  in  contradiction  with  the  Scripture? 
Quite  the  contrar}' ;  for,  at  the  very  threshold  of  Israel's  his- 
tory, Abraham,  fiie  father  of  the  faithful,  was  justified  by 
faith  even  before  his  circumcision.  And  if  this  justification 
gives  us  peace  with  God  and  the  hope  of  life,  then  two  great 
facts  stand  over  against  each  other  as  the  main  factors  of  the 
world's  history :  First,  sin  and  death  to  all  through  Adam, 
the  carnal  man ;  second,  grace  and  salvation  to  all  through 
i  KoiDBiiB  i.  16, 17;  compare  Habakkuk  u.  4. 
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Jesus  Christ,  the  heavenlj*  man.  The  believer,  made  one 
with  the  Christ,  and  thereby  released  from  the  slavery  of  ain, 
henceforth  leads  a  holy  life  in  obedience  to  God.  For  has 
not  the  death  of  Christ  completely  released  him  from  the  Law, 
which  brings  the  power  of  sin  to  light?  Released  from  all 
bondage,  awakened  to  a  life  after  the  spirit,  transformed  into 
a  son  or  daughter  of  God,  blessed  in  hope,  courageous  in 
Buffering,  certain  of  his  future  glory,  —  the  believer  rejoices 
in  the  presence  of  God*s  love  which  nothing  can  disturb. 

But  alas !  the  people  of  the  covenant  and  the  promises  for 
the  most  part  rejected  the  Christ.  Such  was  the  deci-ee  of 
God's  omnipotence,  let  man  say  what  he  might  to  it;  and  it 
was  only  in  appearance  contradictory  to  the  promises  them- 
selves. Israel  refused  to  tread  the  path  of  faith.  Bat  the 
obitinacy  of  Israel  was  itself  the  means  of  the  salvcUion  of  the 
heathen  worlds  and  thus  it  appeared  that  the  Apostle  of  the  gen- 
tiles was  himself  toiling,  indirectly  indeed  but  none  the  less 
zealously,  for  the  salvation  of  his  own  countrymen  ;  for  when 
once  the  salvation  of  the  heathen  was  accomplished,  then  the 
object  of  the  temporary  exclusion  of  the  Jews  would  be 
gained,  the  rejection  would  be  repealed,  and  all  Israel  would 
be  gathered  into  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  Oh,  the  adorable 
wisdom  of  God's  government ! 

Then  follow  exhortations  to  a  life  consecrated  to  God ;  to 
a  good  use  of  the  gifts  entrusted  to  each ;  to  love,  zeal,  per- 
severance, s^-mpathy,  forgivingness  ;  and  especiallj'  to  submis- 
sion to  the  heathen  magistracy-  as  appointed  by  God,  and  as 
his  handmaid,  together  with  active  love  towards  men,  and  a 
pure  life  in  expectation  of  Christ's  return  that  was  drawing 
near. 

Finally,  there  were  some  of  the  members  of  the  Roman 
community  who  thought  they  might  eat  any  thing,  including 
meat  from  sacrificial  beasts,  and  need  take  no  heed  of  Sab- 
bath, fast,  or  feast ;  and  there  were  others  so  strict  that  they 
would  not  eat  any  meat  at  all,  but  only  vegetables,  and  were 
extremely  scrupulous  in  observing  the  Jewish  fasts  and  feasts. 
Now  while  Paul  does  not  for  a  moment  conceal  his  agreement 
with  the  former,  he  pleads  for  the  broadest  toleration  on  both 
sides,  and  especially  urges  those  who  share  his  own  views  to 
treat  the  others  who  arc  '^  weak  in  the  faith  "  with  the  utmost 
possible  consideration,  —  not  to  parade  their  own  enlighten- 
ment, not  to  behave  in  a  manner  that  will  seem  offensive  to 
those  who  differ  from  them,  and  above  all  never  to  tempt 
others  to  violate  their  own  consciences. 
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Wiih  this,  or  with  a  oonclnding  word  of  praise,^  many 
mar  oscripts  make  the  epistle  to  the  Romans  end.  It  would 
seem  that  not  only  the  last  chapter,  —  which  is  at  an^'  rate 
oat  of  place  in  this  epistle,^ — but  the  last  but  one  also  is  of 
doubtful  origin.  This  chapter  (xv.)  contains  a  fresh  ex- 
hortation to  tolerance  and  unanimity  ;  a  scriptural  justification 
of  the  conversion  of  the  heathen ;  an  address  from  the  Apostle 
of  the  gentiles  to  the  believers  in  Rome ;  and  an  announce- 
ment of  his  intention  of  going  to  Jerusalem  with  the  money 
he  had  collected,  and  then  travelling  to  8])ain  through  Rome. 

It  was  probabl}'  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  59  a.d.  that 
some  opportunity  was  found  of  sending  the  letter  to  Rome. 
Shortly  afterward  Paul  left  Corinth.  According  to  Acts,  it 
was  his  intention  to  go  to  Palestine  by  sea;  but,  having 
heard  of  a  plot  of  the  Jews,  apparently  to  surprise  and  kill 
him  on  his  way  to  the  port,  he  changed  his  plans  and  made 
his  way  b}^  land  through  Macedonia.  When  he  reached 
Philippi  he  crossed  over  to  Troas.  The  passage,  owing  to  con- 
trary winds  or  the  damaged  condition  of  the  vessel,  occupied 
five  days,  and  took  place  just  after  the  Jewish  Passover,  ac 
cording  to  the  trustworthy  statements  of  the  anon3-raous 
companion  of  Paul's  voj'ages,  whose  narrative  is  again  woven 
into  the  Acts  at  this  point.  Henceforth  we  shall  call  him 
Titus  for  convenience,  but  without  at  all  intending  to  pre- 
judge the  question  of  his  identity.  From  the  date  he  gives 
in  this  passage  we  may  infer  with  great  probability  that  it 
was  now  ten  months  since  Paul  had  left  Ephesus.' 

Titus  was  not  the  Apostle's  only  companion  on  this  occa- 
sion. He  was  surrounded  b}-  seven  other  friends  from  various 
districts,  —  Sopater  the  son  of  Pyrrhus,  from  Berea ;  Aristar- 
chus  and  Secundus,  fVom  Thessalonica ;  Gains,  from  Derbe  ; 
Tychicus  and  Trophimus,  from  Asia  (Epbesus?)  ;  and  finally 
Timothy.*  It  can  hardl}'  be  doubted  that  these  men  were 
deputed  by  the  various  churches  of  Asia  Minor  and  Europe 
to  accompany  Paul  to  Jerusalem  with  the  money  that  they 
had  raised.  We  have  alread}'  heard  of  this  project  from 
Paul  himself.  The  only  puzzle  is  why  no  one  from  Corinth 
is  mentioned ;  but  perhaps  the  Corinthians  had  not  been  able 
to  fix  upon  one  of  their  number  who  was  capable  of  making 
the  journey,  and  were  therefore  represented  by  one  of  the 

1  Romans  xvi.  25-27  (to  follow  immediately  after  xiv.  28). 
s  See  pp.  590,  591.  •  See  p.  601,  and  1  Corinthians  xvi.  & 

*  Acta  XX.  4,  wht^re  *'into  Asia  "  is  not  authentic. 
26* 
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other  depaties  or  not  at  all.  All  we  know  is  that  tlie  seven 
friends  went  on  in  advance  and  awaited  Paul  and  Titus  at 
Troas. 

This  was  the  last  occasion  upon  which  Paul  ^asited  his 
communities,  —  the  last  farewell  he  took  of  them,  though  he 
did  not  know  that  they  were  never  to  see  him  more.  Not 
only  was  he  never  again  to  visit  these  regions,  which  he  had 
so  often  crossed  and  recrossed  in  every  direction,  but  his 
apostolic  labors  were  themselves  drawing  to  a  close.  In  a 
certain  sense  his  task  had  been  accomplished.  The  contest 
he  had  waged  for  so  many  years  with  varying  fortune  against 
the  Jewish-Christianity  which  had  penetrated  into  the  fields 
of  his  labor  had  spurred  him  to  ever  greater  efforts,  had 
compelled  him  to  seize  every  weapon  that  lay  within  his 
reach,  had  forced  him  to  penetrate  yet  Ihrther  into  the  heart 
of  his  own  gospel  and  to  work  out  and  round  off  his  own 
opinions  more  completely ;  and  thereby  it  had  indirectly  con- 
tributed towards  confirming  and  extending  his  apostolic 
infiuence  upon  his  own  and  coming  ages.  This  remark  has 
special  reference  to  his  writings,  —  those  four  marvellous 
epistles  that  have  been  preserved  for  us,  and  which  were 
lai^ely  called  forth  by  the  divisions  in  the  bosom  of  apostolic 
Christianity. 

His  work  survived.  He  had  toiled  and  striven  and  endured 
more  than  tongue  can  utter ;  but  the  results  of  his  unwearied 
efforts  and  unreserved  devotion  were  proportionately  rich  and 
grand.  It  is  true  that  the  consummation  he  expected,  —  the 
glorious  establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  God  by  the  return 
of  the  Christ  from  heaven,  —  never  came.  But  it  was  through 
him  personally,  and  to  the  form  in  which  he  preached  his 
gospel,  that  the  great  spiritual  power,  destined  slowly  but 
surely  to  regenerate  mankind,  became  the  property  of  the 
whole  civilized  world.  While  he,  together  with  all  the  be- 
lievers of  his  generation,  still  looked  in  vain  for  the  glorious 
renewal  of  heaven  and  earth,  he  had  himself  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  the  colossal  edifice  of  the  Christian  Church. 
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Chaftbb  X. 
PAUL     AT     JERUSALEM. 

AcT8  XX.  7-xxni..  vni.  9-26. 

THE  Apostle  and  his  companions  reached  Jerusalem  with- 
out hindrance.  But  whether  the  means  of  travelling 
at  their  command  necessitated  occasional  delays  of  a  few  days' 
duration,  or  whether  they  had  a  little  vessel  of  their  own  dur- 
ing the  first  part  of  the  voyage  and  paused  from  time  to  time 
by  choice,  in  any  case  they  made  no  great  haste  on  their  way. 

To  begin  with,  they  spent  a  week  at  Troas,  where  the  fol- 
lowing event  occurred:  On  the  Sunday  evening  before  the 
Monday  morning  on  which  they  were  to  depart,  a  final  meet- 
ing of  the  congregation,  closed  by  a  brotherly  meal,  was  held 
in  a  well-lighted  upper  room.  Paul  had  much  to  say,  and 
midnight  had  already  come,  when  both  he  and  his  hearers 
were  horrified  to  see  a  young  man  called  Eutjchus,  who  was 
sitting  on  the  window-seat  and  had  gone  to  sleep,  fall  down 
outside  from  the  third  story.  As  he  made  no  sound  or  mo- 
tion, they  gave  him  up  at  once  for  dead  and  raised  great  lam- 
entations. But  Paul,  who  had  hurried  down  with  the  rest, 
threw  himself  upon  him,  embraced  him,  and  said :  ^'  Lament 
not  thus  for  him  !  He  is  still  alive  !  "  Then  they  went  into 
the  upper  room  again,  joined  in  the  brotherly  meal,  and  con- 
versed till  dawn,  when  the  Apostle  went  his  w&y.  Meanwhile 
Eutychus  had  been  brought  in  alive,  to  the  great  joy  of  every 
one.  This  circumstance  is  recorded  by  Titus,  and  may 
therefore  be  accepted  without  hesitation ;  but  the  writer  of 
Acts  appears  to  have  made  a  slight  alteration  in  the  naiTa- 
tive,  so  as  to  give  Paul  the  glory  of  restoring  the  dead  to  life, 
which  he  has  already  ascribed  to  Peter.  ^ 

Panl  had  decided  to  go  to  Assus,  twenty  mi.£s  south  of 
Troas,  by  land,  and  there  to  join  his  fellow  travellers  who 
were  to  go  before  by  ship.  This  was  done ;  and  from  Assus 
they  crossed  to  Mitylene,  the  capital  of  Lesbos,  l3ing  on  the 
east  coast  of  the  island.  There  they  spent  the  night.  Next 
day  they  sailed  past  Chios,  and  the  day  after  they  steered  for 
Samos ;  anchored  one  night  off  Cape  Trogyllinm,  and  on  the 
next  day  reached  Miletus. 

1  3ee  pp.  557.  661. 
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At  this  point  the  author  of  Acts  interrupts  the  narrative  of 
Titus  to  insert  from  some  less  trustworthy  authority  a  mov« 
ing  account  of  a  last  farewell  which  Paul  is  supposed  to  have 
taken  at  Miletus  of  the  elders  of  the  church  of ,  fiphesns.* 
We  are  told  that  he  was  extremely  anxious  to  be  at  Jerusalem 
for  Pentecost,  and  that  in  order  to  lose  no  time  in  Asia  he 
sent  to  Ephosus  from  Miletus  and  invited  the  elders  to  come 
and  see  him  there,  instead  of  going  to  the  city  himself.  This 
is  an  extraordinary  statement ;  for  the  week's  abode  at  Troas, 
and  again  at  Tyre,  and  the  delay  of  manj-  days  at  Csesarea, 
within  two  days'  journey  of  Jerusalem,  preclude  the  idea  of 
haste.  And  the  Apostle  certainly  did  not  arrive  till  the  feast 
was  over.  Besides,  if  he  had  really  been  pressed  for  time  it 
would  have  been  far  hotter  to  take  leave  of  the  Ephesians  at 
the  neighboring  Trog^'hium  than  at  Miletus,  which  was  a  long 
day's  journey  from  Ephesus,  so  that  the  commanications 
would  have  caused  an  additional  delay  of  at  least  two  days. 
Finally,  we  know  that  Paul  had  altogether  given  up  celebrat- 
ing Jewish  feasts.  —  But  to  go  on  with  the  story :  When  the 
representatives  of  the  chief  church  of  Asia  had  joined  him, 
Paul  gave  them  a  retrospect  of  his  apostolic  labors  at  Ephe- 
sus. He  reminded  them  of  his  style  of  life  among  them  dur- 
ing three  successive  years,  of  his  zeal  and  fidelity,  his  patient 
perseverance,  the  truth  and  completeness  of  his  preaching. 
And  now  he  was  journejing  to  Jerusalem  in  obedience  to  an 
impulse  ^om  above,  warned  by  the  prophets,  from  city  to  cit}- 
as  he  went,  of  the  dangers  that  awaited  him  there,  but  pre- 
pared to  sacrifice  ever}'  thing,  down  to  his  very  life,  in  ac- 
complishing his  task.  And  since  he  knew  that  he  should 
never  more  see  the  Ephesians  or  any  of  the  congregations  he 
had  founded,  he  now  declared  in  their  presence  that  his  own 
conscience  was  clear,  and  conjured  the  overseers,  as  set  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  post  of  responsibility,  to  guard  the 
Church  of  the  Lord  against  heretical  teachers  who  should 
burst  in  like  savage  wolves  from  outside,  or  should  rise  np  in 
their  own  midst.  Finally,  he  commended  them  to  God,  and 
exhorted  them  to  follow  his  own  example  of  complete  dis- 
interestedness (in  supporting  himself  while  preaching),  ac- 
cording to  the  word  of  Jesus :  ^^  It  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive."  After  this  they  all  knelt  down  and  Pan] 
prayed  with  them.  Deeply  grieved  by  his  assurance  that  thej 
would  see  his  face  no  more,  they  escorted  him  to  the  ship  and 
bade  him  farewell. 

^  Acts  XX.  16-^;  compare  p.  5G2- 
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There  can  be  no  real  doubt  that  this  profoundly  touching 
and  beautlfiil  address  was  composed  at  a  later  date  in  defence 
or  in  honor  of  Paul,  and  not  really  delivered  by  him.^  He 
himself  by  no  means  looked  for  certain  captivity  and  death 
when  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem,  but  on  the  contrary  was  fhll 
of  vast  projects  for  the  future.'  He  knew  that  he  was  expos- 
ing himself  to  serious  danger,  but  to  that  he  had  long  been 
accustomed.  The  prediction  here  put  into  his  mouth  is 
framed  in  accordance  with  the  result,  but  in  contradiction  to 
his  own  anticipations  '  at  the  time.  We  must  pass  the  same 
judgment  on  the  warning  agaWst  future  heretics.  Of  course 
Paul  himself  never  thought  of  such  teachei-s,  and  would  have 
warned  the  Ephesians  against  the  orthodox  fanatics  if  against 
any  one.  Moreover  we  know  that  the  three  years  of  his 
abode  in  Asia  had  not  been  by  any  means  spent  continuously 
at  fiphesus ;  nor  did  he  ever  recommend  others  to  follow  his 
own  personal  rule  of  earning  their  bread  by  manual  labor 
when  preaching  the  gospel.*  Finally,  not  to  enter  upon  fur- 
ther details,  the  high  estimate  of  the  office  of  overseers  or 
bishops  indicates  the  post- apostolic  age. 

We  now  return  to  the  narrative  of  Titus.  Quitting  Mi- 
letus, the  party  made  straight  for  the  island  of  Cos,  sailed  or 
rowed  thence  to  Rhodes,  and  on  the  third  day  reached  the 
Lycian  harbor  of  Patara.  Here  they  found  a  merchantman 
just  ready  to  sail  for  Phoenicia,  and  took  their  passage  in  her. 
The  vessel  soon  put  out  to  sea  towards  C^'prus,  which  she 
passed  on  the  left,  and  after  a  voyage  of  a  short  week  reached 
Tj're,  where  she  was  to  unload.  Here  the  travellers  sought 
the  brethren,  with  whom  they  spent  seven  days,  and  who  — 
after  vainly  attempting,  in  obedience  to  an  inspired  impulse, 
to  dissuade  Paul  from  going  to  Jerusalem,  adds  the  author  of 
Acts  —  escorted  them  out  of  the  city  with  the  women  am' 
children,  prayed  with  them,  and  took  leave  of  them  on  the 
strand ;  for  our  travellers  avoided  the  route  by  land,  which 
would  have  brought  them  into  contact  with  the  orthodox 
communities,  and  sailed  from  Tyre  to  Ptolemais,  where  the}' 
visited  the  brethren  and  spent  one  day  with  them.  On  the 
morrow  they  crossed  Mount  Carmel  and  passed  through  the 
flowery  plain  of  Sharon  to  Csesarea.  Here  they  tcN^k  up 
tilieir  abode  with  Philip  the  Evangelist,  one  of  ti^e  Seven,' 

1  See  pp.  540.  662,  569,  570.  «  See  pp.  604,  605. 

*  Oomnare  Philippians  ii.  24 ;  Philemon  verse  28. 

*  See  Galatiaiis  vi.  6 ;  1  CorinUiians  ix.  6-15. 
<  See  pp.  5,  14  ff. 
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who  had  four  unmarried  daughters,  all  of  them  prophetesses 
or  inspired  speakers.     Here  they  spent  several  days. 

At  Csesarca,  we  read,  Paul  received  a  final  warning.  The 
Judfiean  prophet  Agabus  came  to  him,  took  his  girdle,  bound 
Ms  own  hands  and  feet  with  it,  and  foretold  in  the  name  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  that  the  owner  of  that  girdle  would  be  bound 
by  the  Jews  in  like  manner  and  delivered  to  the  Romans. 
Then  his  travelling  companions  and  the  Christians  of  CsBsarea 
implored  Paul  to  desist  from  his  project ;  but  he  bade  tliem 
cease,  and  declared  that  he  was  ready  to  brave  not  onl^-  im- 
prisonment but  death  itself  at  Jenisalem  for  his  faith.  Upi>n 
this  they  acquiesced  in  the  Lord's  will.  We  suspect  that  this 
scene  formed  no  part  of  the  original  diary  of  Titus,  but  was 
subsequently  inserted ;  for  it  is  in  perfect  harmony-  with  the 
other  unhistorical  interpolations,  and  is  in  itself  exceedingly 
improbable.  Besides,  we  know  that  this  idea  of  Paul's  feel- 
ing impelled  from  above  to  visit  Jerusalem  at  evcrj-  risk  is 
nothing  whatever  but  an  invention  by  the  author  of  Acts  or 
his  authority,  who  is  determined  to  surround  the  brow  of  bis 
hero  with  a  crown  of  glorj' ;  whereas  the  Apostle  himself  was 
not  at  all  conscious  of  an}'  such  irresistible  impulse,  and  knew 
the  value  of  his  own  life  as  well  as  ever.^  In  conclusion  we 
may  observe  that  a  former  appearance  of  Agabus  is  equally 
open  to  suspicion,^  that  the  carefUl  enumeration  of  the  da3-8 
that  characterizes  the  itinerary  throughout  disappears  in  this 
passage,  and  that  other  indications  likewise  point  it  out  as 
an  interpolation.  We  have  therefore  no  right  to  assume 
that  Paul  approached  Jerusalem  as  a  voluntary'  mart^T  to 
the  Jews,  rather  than  an  ambassador  of  peace  to  the  Jewish* 
Christians. 

After  spending  a  good  many  days  in  Csesarea  then,  the 
Apostle  and  his  eight  companions  prepared  to  continue  the 
journey.  It  was  now  a  few  weeks  after  Pentecost.  Some 
of  the  Cflesarean  brothers  accompanied  them,  and  when  tliey 
reached  Jerusalem  brought  them  to  a  certain  Mnason,  a  Cy* 
prian  convert  of  long  standing,  who  offered  them  hospitality. 
They  were  doubtless  deterred  by  the  want  of  a  hearty  mutual 
understanding  from  taking  up  their  abode  with  any  of  the 
Apostles  or  brothers  of  Jesus ;  and  if  Paul  had  near  relatives 
in  the  city,  as  we  shall  presently  see  he  had,  it  was  perhaps  a 
seasonable  precaution  to  avoid  going  to  the  place  where  he 
would  first  be  looked  for.  Be  this  as  it  may,  their  reception 
at  Mnason's  house  was  hearty,  but  quiet.    The  communitj 

1  Sm  1  Oorinthians  xvi  4;  and  pp.  60S,  005.  *  See  p.  Uft. 
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probably  did  not  know  of  their  arrival,  for  they  had  intention- 
all}''  avoided  announcing  it,  and  it  was  certainly  advisable  to 
keep  it  carefully  secret  from  the  Jews.*  To  James,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  announced  their  arrival  at  once ;  so  that  on 
the  very  next  morning,  when  they  presented  themselves  to 
hand  over  the  gifts  of  love,  they  found  all  the  elders  or  rep- 
resentatives of  the  communit}'^  assembled  to  receive  them. 

What  reception  did  the  Apostle  of  the  gentiles  and  the  gen- 
tUc  deputies  themselves  meet  at  the  hands  of  this  assembly, 
and  what  was  the  course  that  events  took  in  consequence? 
Alas !  the  trustworthy  account  of  Titus  is  lost ;  for  the  author 
of  Acts,  who  had  certainly  reason  enough  for  suppressing  it, 
substituted  for  it  the  foUowing  story,  of  suspicious  origin 
and  more  than  doubtful  credibility:  — 

After  a  friendly  greeting,  Paul  began,  and  gave  a  full  ac- 
count of  all  that  God  had  done  among  the  heathen  by  his 
instrumentality.  The  others  listened  with  S3'mpathetic  in- 
terest, and  glorified  God,  but  did  not  conceal  the  fact  that 
the  very  numerous  communities  of  believing  Jews,  who  were 
all  zealous  for  the  Law,  cherished  a  strong  though  mistaken 
prejudice  against  Paul  which  might  well  prove  dangerous  to 
him.  Slanderous  reports  had  been  spread  to  the  effect  that 
he  made  the  Jews  in  the  dispersion  apostates  by  teaching 
them  that  circumcision  and  the  other  duties  prescribed  by  the 
Jewish  religion  were  no  longer  binding.  He  had  better  avail 
himself  of  the  present  opportunity'  of  clearing  himself  from 
such  imputations  b}-  a  public  act  of  adhesion  to  the  Law  and 
tradition  ;  for  his  presence  in  Jerusalem  would  soon  be  gene- 
rally known.  Now  it  happened  that  there  were  four  brethren 
who  had  taken  the  Nazarite  vow,  and  were  too  poor  to  make 
the  sacrifices  prescribed  for  its  close.  It  was,  therefore,  im- 
possible for  them  to  be  released  from  it  without  help.*  What 
if  Paul  were  to  make  common  cause  with  them,  were  to  take 
the  vow  himself  for  the  last  few  days,  and  were  finally  to 
bear  the  whole  cost  of  the  sacrifices?  Such  a  good  deed 
would  be  the  palpable  proof  that  all  these  reports  were  simply 
slanders,  and  that  his  scrupulosity  left  nothing  to  be  desired. 
Finall}',  they  reminded  him  that  with  regard  to  heathen  con- 
verts the  old  agreement  still  held  good,  and  nothing  was 
required  of  them  but  abstinence  from  the  four  abominations.' 
Paul  imhesitatingly  acceded.     He  joined  the  four  needy  Naza* 

1  Acts  xxi.  22.  *  Compare  voL  ii.  p.  514. 

•  See  p.  554. 
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rites,  accepted  all  the  obligations  of  the  vow,  went  with  them 
the  following  day  to  the  temple  and  informed  the  priest  that 
the  days  of  separation  and  abstinence  would  soon  be  at  an 
end,  when  the  offerings  prescribed  in  the  Law  would  be  daly 
made ;  namely,  a  lamb,  a  ewe,  a  ram,  a  basket  of  unleavened 
bread  and  cakes,  together  with  a  meat  and  drink  offering,  for 
each  man. 

This  story  is  certainly  untrue.  It  is  more  than  improbable 
that  Paul  would  have  submitted  to  a  Nazarite's  vow  with  all 
Its  frivolous  prescriptions ;  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  he 
would  have  consented  to  so  hypocritical  an  artifice  as  to  take 
public  part  in  the  ceremony  for  the  express  puipose  of  making 
every  one  believe  that  he  was  a  strict  observer  of  the  Law, 
and  therefore  could  not  preach  its  abolition.*  Nor  coald 
James  and  the  elders  have  addressed  him  in  any  such  strain, 
or  made  any  such  proposal  as  this ;  for  they  well  knew  what 
his  preaching  was.  And,  finall}^  the  resolution  and  the  let- 
ter here  referred  to  are  themselves  spunous.'  The  only  touch 
of  history  in  this  story  is  the  indication,  which  escapes  the 
writer  in  spite  of  himself,  of  the  existence  of  three  distinct 
parties.  There  was  the  small  circle  of  friends,  converted 
heathen  or  Greek-speaking  Jewish  believers,  by  whom  Paul 
and  his  companions  were  waimly  and  hospitably  received. 
There  were  James  and  the  representatives  of  the  community, 
whom  the  travellers  visited  the  day  after  their  arrival  in 
order  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  them.  Finally,  there 
were  the  numerous  Nazarenes,  all  of  them  zealous  for  the 
Law,  who  were  not  yet  aware  that  Paul  had  an'ived,  but  who 
would  soon  know  it,  and  who  hated  him  as  an  apostate  that 
had  led  others  astray.  We  may  also  readil}'  believe  that  this 
last  party  were  even  more  indignant  with  Paul  for  declaring 
that  the  Law  was  no  longer  binding  on  the  Jewish  believers  than 
for  admitting  the  gentiles  into  the  Messianic  kingdom.  In  all 
the  other  details  we  have  no  difficulty  in  recognizing  the  usual 
style  and  method  of  the  author  of  Acts.  .  He  is  so  anxious 
to  restore  peace  to  the  Church  and  reconcile  the  orthodox  to 
the  memory  of  the  Apostle  of  the  gentiles,  that  he  utterly 
obscures  his  teaching.  Nay,  he  makes  him  —  the  writer. of 
the  epistles  to  the  Galatians  and  Romans !  —  a  strict  Jewish- 
Christian,  who  circumcises  Timothy,  takes  more  than  one 
vow,  makes  repeated  journeys  to  the  City  of  the  Temple  in 
order  to  celebrate  Jewish  feasts,  offers  sacrifices,  and  pres* 

1  See  Galatians  ii.  16 ;  RomanB  vii.  1  ff.,  x,  4. 
s  See  p.  566. 
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entiy  gives  himself  out  as  a  Pharisee  and  claims  the  Pharisees' 
protection !  ^ 

We  may  be  very  sure  that  the  account  of  Titus  gave  a 
widely  different  version  of  Paul's  reception  by  the  heads  of 
the  community.  The  very  fact  that  the  author  of  Acts  drops 
the  narrative  here  and  substitutes  his  own  fictitious  concep- 
tions, which  disguise  the  whole  course  of  the  history,  gives 
us  reason  to  suspect  the  worst.  We  must  also  observe  that 
our  author  tries  to  bury  the  whole  cause  of  Paul's  journey,  — 
namely,  the  collection,  —  in  silent  oblivion  ;  and  yet  he  knew 
about  it,  for  he  mentions  it  once  incidentally,^  though  he 
makes  it  a  proof  of  Paul's  national  •zeal  instead  of  a  peace- 
offering  from  the  gentiles  to  the  Jewish-Christians,  as  it  really 
was.  When  he  speaks  of  the  collection  more  expressly,  he 
is  careful  to  put  it  many  years  earlier,  before  anj'  collision 
had  taken  place.'  Here  he  represents  the  gentile-Christian 
deputies  as  simple  travelling  companions  of  Paul,  and  makes 
the  Apostle  himself  come  up  to  Jerusalem  with  no  other  pur- 
pose than  to  offer  sacrifices  and  celebrate  the  feast  of  Pente- 
cost. Now  for  all  this  he  had  a  remarkabl}^  good  reason ;  for 
we  still  possess  a  story  which  showed  very  clearly  in  its  origi- 
nal form  that  Paul's  expectation  was  completely  disappointed, 
and  that  his  love-offering  produced  a  most  disastrous  impres- 
sion. The  writer  of  Acts  has  endeavored  to  disarm  this  story 
by  adopting  it  in  a  modified  form  and  assigning  it  a  place  in 
his  narrative  before  the  conversion  of  Paul,  on  the  first  men- 
tion of  the  preaching  in  Samaria.*  No  one  could  then  sus- 
pect that  it  had  an}'  reference  to  the  Apostle  of  the  gentiles. 
It  runs  as  follows :  — 

Before  Philip  arrived  in  the  Samaritan  city,  a  certain  magi- 
cian called  Simon  had  established  himself  there.  He  gave 
himself  out  as  something  wonderful,  —  as  the  Great  Power  of 
the  Deity;  and  had  long  held  the  multitudes  in  awe  and 
secured  their  adhesion  by  his  magic  arts.  But  now  they  all 
accepted  the  gospel ;  and  even  Simon  himself  became  a  fol- 
lower of  Jesus,  received  baptism,  and  attached  himself  to 
Philip,  whose  miraculous  deeds  he  beheld  with  amazement. 
Now  when  the  Apostles  at  Jerusalem  heard  of  the  conversion 
of  the  Samaritans  the^^  sent  Peter  and  John  to  them,  who 
prayed  that  they  might  receive  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  after- 
wards imparted  it  to  them  bj'  laying  their  hands  upon  them. 
Simon  witnessed  this,  was  seized  with  a  desire  to  share  theii 

1  See  pp.  540,  555,  556,  578.  620,  622,  and  chap.  xi.  p.  624. 

s  Acts  xxiv.  17.  s  See  pp.  535,  555,  601,  005.  <  See  p.  506 


Digitized  by 


Google 


618  PAUL  AT  JERUSALEM. 

privilege,  and  offered  to  give  the  Apostles  a  sum  of  money  if 
they  would  give  him  the  power  of  communicating  the  Spirit 
to  those  on  whom  he  laid  his  hands.  But  Peter  rejected  the 
proposal  with  horror,  and  launched  a  scathing  rebuke  against 
Simon :  "  Let  him  and  his  money  perish  together  I  Did  he 
think  the  gift  of  God  could  be  bought?  How  base  the  means 
he  took  to  his  end;  how  corrupt  his  heart;  how  sunk  in 
iniquity  his  Ufe!"  Hereupon  Simon,  in  terror  of  Grod's 
judgments,  besought  their  intercession. 

This  story  forms  the  centre  round  which  a  number  of  fabu- 
lous representations  have  been  gi-ouped  in  the  old  literature 
of  heres3\  To  understand  its  meaning  we  must  note  the 
following  points :  First,  that  elsewhere  in  Jewish-Christian 
controversial  writings  Paul  is  very  distinctly  indicated  as  the 
foil  of  Peter,  or  Simon  "the  rock,"  under  the  nickname  <rf 
Simon  "  the  magician,"  which  originally  belonged  to  quite  an- 
other man.  Second,  that  "  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit," 
generally  manifested  in  the  ^^  si>eaking  with  tongues "  and 
other  such  phenomena,  was  regarded  as  the  test  of  admission 
to  the  Messianic  salvation  ;^  so  that  the  question  here  at  issue 
is  that  of  official  reception  into  the  fhture  kingdom  of  Christ. 
Finally,  that  the  privilege  of  being  able  to  communicate  this 
Spirit,  which  is  here  attributed  to  the  Apostles  in  distinction 
from  the  evangelist,  is  elsewhere  expressly  ascribed  by  our 
author  to  the  Apostle  of  the  gentiles  likewise,  in  accordance 
with  his  usual  desire  to  establish  equality  and  harmony  be- 
tween Paul  and  the  Twelve ;  ^  so  that,  in  this  passage,  we 
may  regard  the  power  of  giving  the  Spirit  as  representing  the 
apostolic  dignity  in  its  completeness.  Bearing  all  this  in 
mind,  we  see  that  this  story  was  originally  aim^  at  no  other 
than  Paul  himself,  who  claimed  the  same  exalted  rank,  the 
same  apostolic  dignity  and  privileges,  as  those  accorded  to 
the  Twelve.*  His  zeal  in  collecting  a  generous  love-offering, 
in  the  hope  of  reconciling  the  "  pillars  "  to  his  work,  and  in- 
ducing them  to  recognize  his  converts  as  citizens  of  the  king- 
dom of  God,  — to  recognize  his  gospel,  his  work,  his  mission, 
in  a  word,  his  apostleship,* — is  here  placed  in  the  most  odious 
light,  as  an  attempt  to  buy  the  full  powers  of  an  Apostle  for 
gold!  And  the  rebuke  administered  on  this  occasion  by 
Peter  perhaps  served  in  the  minds  of  his  orthodox  admiren 

1  See  pp.  476,  486,  589. 

s  See  p.  589. 

s  2  Corinthians  zi.  4,  5,  zii.  11 ;  1  Corinthians  ix.  1  £f. ;  lee  pp.  604,  9M. 

«  See  p.  589. 
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lo  balance  the  never  forgotten  or  forgiven  attack  of  Paul  upon 
him  at  Antioch.^ 

From  all  this  we  may  safely  infer  that  Paul's  whole  project 
was  completely  wrecked.  He  was  rebuffed  everywhere ;  and 
when  the  Jewish  mob  fell  upon  him  he  was  left  completely  to 
his  fate  by  the  Jewish-Christians.  Nay,  who  knows  but  what 
he  was  pointed  out  and  surrendered  to  the  fury  of  the  popu- 
lace by  the  "  false  brethren "  who  were  acquainted  with  him? 
But  let  us  listen  to  the  account  of  the  upshot  given  in  the 
Acts.  We  have  no  means  whatever  of  checking  it,  and  shall 
therefore  simply  give  it  as  it  stands,  with  as  little  interruption 
as  possible ;  only  premising  that  the  incredible  story  of  the 
vow  which  introduces  it,  and  the  improbable  character  of 
many  of  its  details,  inspire  us  with  well-founded  doubts  as  to 
its  truth. 

The  period  of  the  vow  had  not  yet  quite  expired,  and  Paul 
had  been  a  Nazarite  for  some  few  days,  when  ill-luck  would 
have  it  that  certain  Jews  fi-om  Asia  (Ephesus),  who  were 
just  then  at  Jerusalem,  found  their  old  enemy,  whom  they 
had  resisted  so  furiously  throughout  his  long  abode  in  their 
native  land,  in  the  temple.^  To  see  such  a  man  in  such  a 
place  filled  them  with  rage  and  made  them  fear  the  worst. 
A  little  while  before  the}'  had  seen  him  walking  about  in  the 
city  with  his  friend  Trophimus,  of  Ephesus ;  and  as  soon  as 
they  caught  sight  of  him  in  the  sacred  place  the}'  took  for 
granted  that  he  had  brought  this  uncircumcised  companion 
with  him  into  the  court  of  the  Israelites,  which  no  hoathen 
might  enter  on  pain  of  death.  He  was  quite  capable  of  such 
sacrilege !  So,  without  inquiring  whether  it  really  was  so, 
they  rushed  upon  him,  and  inflamed  the  people  b}'  shouting, 
''Israelites  to  the  rescue!  This  is  the  man  who  preaches 
everywhere  to  all  the  world  against  our  people,  our  Law,  and 
our  temple  ;  and  now  he  is  bringing  Greeks  into  the  sanctuary 
and  polluting  the  house  of  the  Lord  !  '* 

Then  the  whole  city  was  in  a  commotion,  and  a  great  tumult 
arose.  Paul  was  dragged  out  of  the  temple,  and  the  Levites 
shut  the  gate  after  him  for  fear  his  blood  should  pollute  the 
holy  place.*  The  mob  would  certainly  have  made  an  end  of 
Paul  on  the  spot  had  not  an  unexpected  rescue  saved  him. 
Claudius  Lysias,  the  captain  of  the  garrison  in  the  castle  of 
Antonia  that  commanded  the  temple  from  the  north-west,  was 
informed  that  all  Jerusalem  was  in  a  turmoil ;  and.  he  instantly 

1  See  pp.  553,  553.      3  Acta  xx.  19 ;  1  CorinthiaoB  xvi.  9.      *  2  Kings  xi.  lb> 
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rushed  down  upon  the  mob  with  the  soldiers  and  officers  that 
were  about  him.  It  occurred  to  him  that  this  tumult  might 
be  connected  with  a  former  disturbance ;  for  not  long  before 
a  certain  fanatic  had  appeared  in  the  character  of  a  prophet, 
had  secured  a  certain  foUowing  especially  among  the  zealots, 
and  had  led  them  from  the  wilderness  of  Judah  to  the  Mount 
of  Olives,  promising  that  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  should  fall 
down  befoL-e  their  eyes  as  those  of  Jericho  had  done  in  ancient 
time,  whereupon  he  would  release  the  city  from  its  heathen 
oppressors,  and  proclaim  the  Messianic  kingdom.  The  gov- 
ernor, Felix,  had  dispersed  his  followers,  after  cutting  down 
or  capturing  several  hundred  of  them ;  but  the  chief  culprit 
had  escaped.  Lysias  thought  he  had  perhaps  come  back 
again  and  was  making  this  disturbance.  In  any  case  he  must 
put  a  stop  to  the  tumult. 

When  the  Jews  were  aware  of  the  captain's  presence,  they 
drew  back  for  a  moment  and  gave  up  striking  Paul ;  upon 
which  Lysias  instantly  seized  him,  threw  him  into  fetters  and 
manacles,  and  inquired  who  he  was  and  what  he  had  done. 
But  the  tumult  was  far  too  great  for  him  to  hope  for  an  intel- 
ligible answer.  One  shouted  one  thing,  and  another  another, 
till  Lysias  commanded  the  prisoner  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
barracks  in  Antonia.  Meanwhile  the  mob  pressed  forward 
BO  fhriously,  shouting  "Away  with  him!"  that  when  the3' 
reached  the  steps  of  the  castle  the  soldiers  had  literally  to 
cany  Paul.  When  he  was  inside  the  ramparts  and  was  being 
conveyed  to  his  prison,  he  said  to  the  captain,  "  Can  I  have 
a  word  with  you?"  ''  So  1 "  replied  the  other,  *'  do  you  un- 
derstand Greek?  I  thought  you  were  the  Egyptian  Jew  who 
made  such  a  disturbance  a  short  time  back,  and  collected 
those  four  thousand  bandits  in  the  wilderness ! "  Upon  this 
Paul  declared  himself  a  Jewish  citizen  of  Tarsus,  and  begged 
to  be  allowed  to  address  the  people.  His  request  was  gran- 
ted. He  took  his  place  at  the  top  of  the  steps,  demanded 
silence  by  a  gesture,  and  when  he  had  secured  it  addressed 
the  people  and  their  leaders  in  the  language  of  the  place,  as 
follows:  "Brothers  and  fathers!  Listen  to  my  defence." 
Now,  when  they  heard  that  he  was  speaking  in  Hebrew  they 
were  more  quiet  yet ;  and  he  began  to  tell  them  of  his  descent, 
of  his  bringing  up  at  Jerusalem,  of  his  rigidly  Jewish  educa- 
tion under  Gamaliel,  of  his  zeal  for  the  religion  of  the  fathers, 
and  the  details  of  his  persecution  of  the  Nazarenes.  It  was  only 
the  irresistible  force  of  the  appearance  of  Jesus  near  Damas- 
cus (here  described  in  vivid  colors)  that  had  brought  him  to 
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Imnaelf ;  and  it  was  Ananias,  a  man  whose  piety  according 
to  the  IjSlw  had  earned  him 'the  esteem  of  all  his  Jewish  fel- 
low-citizens, who  had  told  him  to  what  he  was  called  and  had 
liaptized  him.  Finally,  when  he  had  returned  to  Jerusalem, 
Jesus  appeared  to  him  in  the  temple  and  commanded  him, 
in  direct  contradiction  with  his  personal  wishes,  plans,  and 
expectations,  to  quit  the  holy  citj',  where  he  would  not  be 
accepted,  and  go  far  away  to  the  gentiles. 

The  author  has  been  very  careful,  in  framing  this  address 
to  the  people,  to  make  Paul  lay  stress  on  every  point  which 
could  please  the  Jews,  such  as  the  way  in  which  he  had  spent 
his  early  life,  his  zeal  for  the  Law,  and  especiall}'  the  person 
of  Ananias.^  Accordingly  he  tells  us  that  the  people  listened 
attentively  so  far ;  but  as  soon  as  they  heard  the  word  *'  gen- 
tiles "  their  passion  burst  out  again  as  fiercely  as  ever,  and 
they  shrieked :  "  Avf&y  with  him  !  He  shall  not  live ! "  and 
in  their  impotent  fury  tore  their  garments  and  flung  dust  into 
the  air.  Then  the  captain,  who  did  not  understand  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country,  and  therefore  had  not  the  least  idea  what 
it  was  all  about,  put  an  end  to  the  scene  by  ordering  Paul  to 
be  taken  in  and  forced  to  a  confession  b}^  scourging,  in  order 
that  he  might  get  at  the  cause  of  the  people's  fur}'.  Paul  was 
ali-ead}'  bound  to  the  stake  and  the  executioners  ready  to 
scourge  him,  when  he  asked  the  officer  in  charge  whether 
he  had  the  right  to  scourge  a  Roman  citizen,  and  one  who 
had  not  been  condemned.  The  officer  went  at  once  to  the  cap- 
tain and  told  him  what  Paul  had  said,  so  that  he  might  know 
what  he  was  doing.  Then  the  captain  came  himself  and  asked 
Paul  whether  he  reallj'  was  a  Roman.  *^  Yes,"  he  replied. 
*'  I  bought  the  citizenship  mjself  for  a  great  sum,"  said  the 
captain.  ''  But  I  was  born  to  it,"  answered  Paul.  Of  course 
the  orders  to  scourge  him  were  at  once  countermanded,  and 
indeed  the  captain  was  under  some  uneasiness  already,  be- 
cause he  had  thrown  a  Roman  citizen  into  chains  without 
giving  him  a  hearing. 

The  next  day,  in  order  to  learn  with  certainty  what  it  was 
that  the  Jews  laid  to  the  charge  of  Paul,  he  had  the  Sanhe- 
drim called,  and  brought  Paul  before  them  without  chains. 
The  Apostle  gazed  steadfastly  at  the  assembl}^  and  said : 
"  Men  and  brothers !  I  have  walked  before  God  with  a  clear 
conscience  all  my  life."  For  these  words  the  high  priest, 
Ananias,  son  of  Zebedeus,  ordered  the  attendants  to  strike 
Wm  on  the  mouth.     That  was  too  much  for  Paul's  patience. 

1  See  pp.  523,  533. 
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*'  Strike  me !     God  will  strike  you,  you  whited  wall  piypo- 
crite],"  he  burst  out.     "Are  you  sitting  there  to  give  sen- 
tence according  to  the  Law,  and  do  j^ou  dare  to  order  them 
to  strike  me  in  violation  of  the  Law?"     "How  dare  you 
revile  God's  high  priest?"  cried  the  bystanders.    Upon  which 
Paul,  unconditionally  submissive  to  the  Law  as  usual,  re- 
plied :     "  Brothers  !  had  I  known  that  he  was  the  high  priest 
r  would  never  have  transgressed  the  precept,  '  Thou  shalt  not 
curse  a  leader  of  thy  people/  "    Then,  knowing  that*one  half 
of  the  council  consisted  of  Sadducces  and  the  other  half  of 
Pharisees,  he  cried  aloud:    "Men  and  brothers!    I  am   a 
Pharisee,  as  my  fathers  were  before  me.    It  is  concerning  the 
Messianic  hope  and  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  that  I  am 
now  upon  my  trial !  "     These  words  caused  an  instant  divi- 
sion between  the  two  parties^  and  a  great  tuimoil.     Some 
of  the  Scribes  rose  up  and  asserted  vehemently:  "We  can 
find  no  harm  in  the  man.     And  what  if  a  spirit  or  an  angel 
really  did  speak  to  him  at  Damascus  ?  "    The  contest  grew  so 
violent  that  the  captain  began  to  be  afraid  they  would  tear 
Paul  to  pieces,  and  ordered  the  soldiers  down  to  take  him 
away  to  the  castle.  —  This  scene  before  the  council  is  again 
entirely  incredible.     The  self-righteous  assertion  with  which 
Paul  begins  conflicts  in  more  than  one  respect  with  his  real 
sentiments.     Besides,  he  could  not  have  helped  knowing  that 
the  president  was  the  high  priest,  or  at  any  rate  some  person 
in  authority ;  and  in  any  case  the  style  of  excuse  put  into  his 
mouth  is  by  no  means  such  as  he  would  reall}'  have  adopted. 
Above  all,  he  adroitly  throws  the  apple  of  discord  into  the 
assembl}'  by  making  an  assertion  which  is  true  enough  of  the 
Paul  of  the  Acts,  but  would  have  been  a  gross  untruth,  and 
therefore  utterly  impossible,  on  the  lips  of  the  historical  Paul. 
Finally,  the  Pharisees  were  by  no  means  so  easy  to  take  in 
as  this  stor3'  would  make  it  seem,  and  the  whole  affair  is  im- 
probability itself.     The  description  is  simply  intended  to 
make  out  that  Paul's  innocence  was  manifested  even  before 
the  supreme  Jewish  court,  and  that  the  Pharisees  themselves 
took  his  part,  as  Gamaliel  had  once  done  for  Peter  and  the 
rest.*     Afterwards  the  whole  Sanhedrim  is  ref>resented  aa 
hostile  to  him,  which  it  really  was.     In  a  word,  the  author 
of  the  Acts  has  given  us  another  of  his  fictions  for  the  sake 
of  displaying  his  Apostle  as  an  unimpeachable  Jew  of  the 
strictest  school. 

The  next  night,  he  continues,  Paul  saw  the  Lord  stand  by 

1  Compare  pp.  378,  6,  6.  >  See  pp.  497,  488. 
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him,  and  say,  '*  Be  of  good  cheer !  As  yon  have  preached  me 
at  Jerusalem,  so  must  you  preach  me  at  Rome  also."  But 
to  all  appearance  the  dangers  still  grew.  The  day  after  Paul's 
audience  with  the  Sanhedrim,  more  than  forty  Jews  bound 
themselves  under  a  fearful  oath  neither  to  eat  nor  drink  before 
they  had  slain  him.  They  told  the  senators  of  their  oath,  and 
begged  them  to  make  an  official  request  to  the  captain  that 
Paul  might  be  brought  before  the  assembly  again,  in  order 
that  they  might  go  into  the  affair  more  narrowly.  While  he 
was  on  his  way  to  the  hall  the  conspirators  would  kill  him. 

By  good  luck  however  the  son  of  Paul's  sister  heard  of  the 
murderous  project,  went  to  his  uncle  at  the  castle  and  revealed 
the  plot  to  him.  Thereupon  Paul  sent  one  of  the  officers  to 
introduce  his  nephew  to  the  captain,  in  his  name,  as  the  bearer 
of  important  news.  The  captain  received  him  well,  stepped 
aside  with  him,  and  asked  him  what  it  was.  In  reply  the 
young  man  told  him  of  the  request  the  Sanhedrim  would 
make  in  the  morning,  and  of  the  plot  it  was  meant  to  cover ; 
upon  which  the  captain  dismissed  him  with  strict  injunctions 
not  to  tell  a  soul  of  the  information  he  had  lodged  with  him. 
Then  he  called  two  centurions  and  told  them  to  get  ready  two 
hundred  heavy  and  two  hundred  light  armed  soldiers  and 
seventy  horsemen,  besides  the  needful  beasts  of  burden,  to 
set  out  for  Csesarea  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  con- 
vey Paul  in  safety  to  the  governor,  to  whom  meanwhile  he 
himself  prepared  the  following  dispatch  :  — 

"  Claudius  L3'sias  to  the  great  Governor  Felix.  Greeting ! 
This  man  was  seized  bj*  the  Jews  and  almost  killed ;  but,  under- 
standing him  to  be  a  Roman,  I  hastened  to  the  spot  with  the 
soldiers  and  rescued  him.  And,  desiring  to  know  of  what  they 
accused  him,  I  brought  him  before  their  council,  and  found 
that  the  accusation  referred  to  some  question  of  their  Law,  but 
involved  nothing  punishable  by  death  or  imprisonment.  On 
hearing  that  an  attack  upon  his  person  was  contemplated,  I 
have  sent  him  without  dela}^  to  you,  at  the  same  time  instruct- 
ing his  accusers  to  urge  their  complaints  against  him  before 
you." 

The  tribune's  orders  were  strictly  fulfilled.  The  infantry 
escorted  Paul  by  night  to  Antipatris,  about  eleven  leagues 
north-west  of  Jerusalem,  beyond  all  danger  of  an  attack  from 
the  Jews.  Thence  they  returned  on  the  following  day  to 
Antonia,  leaving  the  cavalry  the  task  of  escorting  the  pris- 
oner further.  The  troop  arrived  at  Csesarea,  seven  leagues 
further  north,  and  Paul  rode  as  a  prisoner  under  aimed  escort 
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into  the  very  city  which  he  had  left  a  few  days  before  as  a 
free  man,  surrounded  by  friends. 

The  officer  in  charge  gave  Lysias's  dispatch  to  the  governor, 
and  ushered  Paul  into  his  presence.  Felix  read  the  letter, 
asked  from  what  province  the  piisoner  came,  was  informed 
that  it  was  Cilicia,  announced  his  intention  of  examining  him 
as  soon  as  his  accusers  an*ived,  and  put  him  in  safe  custody 
in  the  former  palace  of  Herod  the  Great,  which  was  now  his 
own  residence. 


Chapter  XI. 

PAUL'S     IMPRISONMENT     AND     DEATH. 

Acts  XXIV.-XXVIII.  ;  Philbmoit  ;  Phiuppiaki. 

WE  are  still  without  the  authority  of  Titus,  the  eye- 
witness, whom  we  do  not  meet  again  till  we  come  to 
Paul's  departure  for  Rome.  Meanwhile  we  have  no  guide 
but  the  writer  of  Acts,  who  lived  much  later,  and  modified  or 
invented  his  history  to  suit  the  object  he  had  in  view.  In 
the  portion  of  his  book  that  begins  with  Paul's  arrival  at 
Jerusalem  and  ends  with  his  departure  for  Rome,  his  purpose 
is  to  make  out  that  in  every  court,  whether  Jewish  or  heathen, 
and  upon  every  occasion  whatever,  Paul  was  admitted  and 
declared,  by  friend  and  foe  alike,  to  be  innocent  of  all  the 
charges  brought  against  him  by  his  enemies ;  ^  and  fhrther 
that  the  Roman  authorities  were  very  favorably  disposed  tow- 
ards him,  and  constantly  shielded  him  against  the  unmerited 
hatred  and  the  treacherous  violence  of  the  Jews. 

All  this  he  describes  at  length,  but  omits  ever}*  thing  else, 
and  passes  over  a  period  of  two  years  in  all  but  absolute 
silence.^  The  speeches  he  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Paul, 
though  modified  according  to  the  demands  of  the  moment 
and  the  nature  of  the  audience,  are  always  intended  to  prove 
his  scrupulous  orthodoxy,  and  assure  us  that  when  seized 
he  was  in  the  very  act  of  performing  a  meritorious  religious 
rite.  On  the  other  hand,  we  are  left  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
most  essential  feature  of  the  trial,  for  we  are  never  really 
told  who  Paul's  accusers  were  or  of  what  they  accused  him. 

When  we  fuither  bear  in  mind  that  the  discourses,  convex^ 
1  See  pp.  Hb-Srr^  S^O,  9  Acto  zxiv.  36,  97. 
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sations,  and  dispatches  which  fill  so  large  a  portion  of  these 
chapters  ai%  all  composed  by  the  writer  himself,  and  that  the 
narratives  in  which  they  are  set  are  by  no  means  free  from 
improbabilities,  we  shall  feel  that  very  little  is  left  as  histor}-. 
Indeed,  we  can  accept  nothing  with  confidence  except  the 
bare  facts  that  Paul  became  involved  with  the  Jewish  and 
Roman  authorities,  and  was  made  a  prisoner  at  Jerusalem, 
was  held  two  ^ears  in  captivity  at  Caesarea,  and  then,  after  a 
disastrous  voyage,  at  least  two  years  in  Rome.  Even  these 
facts  we  should  not  always  feel  at  liberty  to  accept  were  it  not 
that  they  contradict  rather  than  support  the  special  intention 
of  the  author,  and  therefore  cannot  have  been  invented  b}' 
him.  They  doubtless  formed  the  kernel  of  the  universally 
accepted  tradition  concerning  Paul,  whose  name,  for  good  or 
ill,  was  in  everybody's  mouth.  Moreover  they  are  supported 
by  the  testimony  of  the  eye-witness,  for  he  tells  us  of  Paul's 
arrival  at  Jerusalem  and  his  departure  as  a  prisoner  for 
Rome.  Uncertain  as  all  the  details  are,  we  have  nothing  to 
add  to  or  substitute  for  them,  except  of  course  in  the  case  of 
the  Roman  magistrates  mentioned,  for  they  are  known  to 
history.  We  shall  therefore  give  the  narrative  as  it  stands 
in  Acts,  with  the  reservations  already  made. 

Felix,  who  had  now  been  governor  of  Palestine  for  seven 
years,  has  a  black  mark  set  to  his  name  in  history.  A  freed 
man  and  favorite  of  the  Emperor  Claudius,  he  "  wielded 
the  authority  of  a  prince  with  the  soul  of  a  slave,"  addicting 
himself  to  every  conceivable  cruelty  and  excess.  His  third 
wife,  a  queen  like  the  other  two,  was  the  fair  Drusilla,  sis- 
ter of  Agrippa  II.,  who  had  deserted  her  husband,  the  king 
of  Emesa,  at  the  instance  of  Felix.  Such  was  the  judge  who 
had  now  to  decide  Paul's  fate. 

The  Apostle  was  not  deserted  at  Csesarea  by  his  fellow- 
deputies  and  other  friends.  No  sooner  had  they  heard 
where  he  had  been  taken  than  they  hastened  after  him.* 
But  neither  did  his  enemies  lose  sight  of  him.  Within  five 
days  all  was  ready  for  the  trial.  A  deputation  from  the 
Sanhedrim,  headed  by  the  high  priest,  appeared  against  Paul 
before  the  judgment  seat,  and  their  case  was  conducted  by 
a  certain  Tertullus,  whom  they  had  brought  as  their  orator 
or  counsel.  This  man  endeavored  to  win  the  procurator's 
flavor  by  covering  him  with  false  adulation,  and  then  (to  cut 
ft  king  tale  short,  as  he  said)  denounced  Paul  as  a  pestilent 

1  Act*  xxiv.  23. 
VOL.  111.  27 
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fellow  who  raised  tumults  among  the  Jews  all  over  the  world ; 
a  ringleader  of  the  sect  of  Nazarenes,  who  had  recently  gone 
the  length  of  actually  desecrating  the  temple  ;  and  who  could 
not  deny  a  single  one  of  the  charges  the}^  brought  against 
him. 

The  members  of  the  Sanhedrim  likewise  vented  their  ha- 
tred against  Paul  and  confirmed  all  that  Tertullus  had  said. 
Then  Felix  gave  Paul  leave  to  speak ;  and  he  began,  in  cour- 
teous but  dignified  language,  to  explain  that  it  was  only 
twelve  days  since  he  had  entered  the  holy  city  to  worship, 
and  that  he  had  delivered  no  address  in  the  temple,  or  made 
any  tumult  in  the  synagogue  or  in  the  city.  In  a  word,  the 
whole  accusation  was  a  forgery.  He  freely  confessed  to  being 
a  Nazarene.  But  what  did  that  mean  ?  Not  a  sectary,  as 
they  libellously  asserted,  but  one  who  served  the  God  of  the 
fathers,  firmly  believing  all  that  was  written  in  the  Law  and 
the  Prophets,  and  hoping  in  God  as  they  themselves  did 
that  there  would  be  a  resurrection  of  the  dead  to  blessedness 
and  to  misery.  And  because  of  this  hope  he  alwa^'s  strove 
to  keep  his  conscience  free  from  offences  against  God  or  man. 
Now  what  were  the  real  facts?  After  an  absence  of  many 
years  he  had  come  to  bring  gifts  of  love  to  his  people  and 
offerings  to  God.  This  brought  him  into  the  temple,  in  com- 
pliance with  all  the  Levitical  precepts,  but  without  any  such 
tumultuous  concourse  as  they  asserted;  and  there  certain 
Asiatic  Jews  encountered  him,  whose  conspicuous  absence  on 
the  present  occasion  showed  that  they  had  not  really  any 
charge  to  bring  against  him.  Nor  could  his  present  accusers 
charge  him  wiSi  any  offence  when  before  the  council,  except 
that  he  had  cried  out,  ''  It  is  for  my  hope  of  the  resurrection 
that  I  am  being  tried !  *' 

Felix  was  now  abreast  of  the  question,  but  he  deferred 
giving  any  decision  under  pretext  of  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  Lysias,  the  chief  witness ;  meanwhile  he  gave  orders  that 
Paul's  confinement  should  be  made  as  easy  as  possible,  and 
that  his  iViends  should  be  allowed  to  perform  any  services  for 
him  that  they  could.  A  short  time  afterward  the  procurator 
summoned  Paul  to  come  before  himself  and  his  wife  Drusilla. 
who  was  a  Jewess,  and  who  would  therefore  understand  the 
matter.  He  listened  to  his  exposition  of  the  faith  in  Christ, 
but  when  he  spoke  of  justice,  temperance,  and  the  judgment 
to  come,  the  tyrant  and  adulterer  trembled,  and  exclaimed : 
*'  That  is  enough  for  to-day !  I  will  send  for  you  again  when 
I  have  leisure."    At  the  same  time  he  hoped  that  his  prisoner 
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night  be  ransomed,  and  therefore  sent  for  him  and  oonvcrsed 
wifii  him  frequentl}'.  This  went  on  for  two  years,  and  then 
Felix  was  succeeded  by  Pordus  Festas,  and  left  Paul  in 
prison  to  please  the  Jews. 

Now  Festus  was  a  very  different  man  from  his  prede- 
cessor, and  ruled  with  justico  and  moderation  ;  but  the  pre- 
vious eoui-se  of  the  trial  was  re^>eated  with  little  change  under 
him  also.  Within  three  days  of  his  arrival  and  installation 
as  procurator  he  depaited  for  the  capital  of  Judaea,  where  the 
members  of  the  Sanhedrim  laid  their  charges  against  Paul 
before  him,  and  begged  him  as  a  favor  to  send  the  prisoner 
up  to  Jerusalem,  with  the  treacherous  design  of  murdering 
him  upon  the  way.  But  Festus  refused.  He  was  himself 
going  to  CaBsarea  in  a  few  days,  he  said,  and  since  the  pri- 
soner was  in  keeping  there  the  Jewish  authorities  must  go 
there  too,  and  if  they  had  any  charges  to  make  must  make 
them  there. 

This  they  did.  After  a  sta}'  of  only  eight  or  ten  days  the 
procurator  returned  to  Csesarea,  and  the  very  morning  after 
his  arrival  the  trial  took  place.  Paul  was  brought  in,  and 
the  Jews  of  Jerusalem  appeared  against  him,  and  made  a 
number  of  heavy  charges  against  him,  none  of  which  they 
could  substantiate.  The  Apostle,  on  his  side,  declared  that 
he  had  committed  no  offence  against  the  law  of  the  Jews, 
against  the  temple,  or  against  the  Emperor.  Festus,  in  order 
to  gratify  the  Jews,  now  asked  :  *'  Are  3'ou  willing  to  go  up 
to  Jerusalem  and  receive  my  sentence  there?"  But  Paul, 
perceiving  the  full  danger  of  such  a  proposal,  rejected  it  de- 
cisively. He  was  now  standing  before  an  Imperial  Roman 
court,  and  insisted  on  his  right  of  refusing  to  appear  before 
any  other.  Besides,  he  had  committed  no  offence  against 
the  Jews,  as  the  procurator  well  knew,  and  thej-  had  there- 
fore no  claim  upon  him  whatever.  '*  If  I  am  a  malefactor, 
guilty  of  an}*  capital  offence,  I  have  nothing  to  urge  against 
the  sentence  of  death.  But  since  there  is  not  a  word  of 
truth  in  their  accusations,  no  one  has  power  to  surrender  me 
to  them.  I  appeal  to  Caesar!  "  A  Roman  citizen,  resident 
in  a  province,  had  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  imperial  court  at 
Rome  if  he  thought  he  had  been  arbitrarily  treated,  misused, 
or  unlawfuUy  sentenced  b}'  the  provincial  authorities.  So 
this  unexpected  appeal  put  an  instant  close  to  the  proceed- 
ings, much  to  the  dismay  of  the  accusers.  The  court  rose 
for  a  moment,  and  Festus  deliberated  with  his  assessors,  ac- 
cording to  rule,  as  to  the  validity  of  the  appeal.    There  waa 
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nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  accasation  or  the  conditions  ot 
Paul's  citizenship  to  invalidate  it;  and  when  the  court  re- 
sumed, the  procurator  gave  his  decision  tU*is :  ^^  You  have 
appealed  to  Caesar.     You  shall  go  to  him." 

A  few  days  afterwards  Herod  Agrippa  II.,  king  of  certain 
districts  north  and  north-east  of  Galilee,  who  was  alsogovemor 
of  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem,  and  had  the  high  priesthood  in 
his  gift,  arrived  at  Csesarca  with  his  sister  Bernlce.  the  widow 
of  the  late  King  Herod  of  Chalcis,  who  was  sta3'ing  with  him. 
They  came  to  pay  their  court  to  Festus,  and  remained  with 
him  some  time.  Festus  took  occasion  to  mention  the  case  of 
Paul  to  the  Jewish  king,  as  to  one  who  was  admirably  fitted 
to  judge  of  it.  He  told  him  how  this  prisoner  had  been  left 
by  his  predecessor,  how  the  council  at  Jerusalem  had  de- 
manded his  condemnation,  and  how  he  had  informed  them 
that  the  Romans  were  not  in  the  habit  of  surrendering  a  man 
to  punishment  before  he  had  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
his  accusers  and  defending  himself.  He  had  lost  no  time  in 
looking  into  the  matter,  and  had  discovered  that  it  was  not  a 
question  of  any  political  or  civil  offence,  but  of  certain  points 
of  Jewish  controversy,  and  especially  of  Paul's  assertion  that 
a  certain  Jesus  who  had  died  long  ago  was  still  alive.  At  a 
loss  how  to  deal  with  the  matter,  he  had  asked  the  prisoner 
whether  he  would  have  his  case  investigated  at  Jerusalena, 
but  he  had  answered  by  appealing  to  the  supreme  court,  and 
was  now  being  held,  according  to  his  wish,  in  readiness  to  be 
sent  to  the  £mperor  on  the  first  opportunity.  Agrippa  an- 
swered courteously  that  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  this  man 
himself.     "  To-morrow  morning,  then,"  replied  Festus. 

On  the  following  day  the  audience  hall  presented  an  impos- 
ing spectacle.  On  the  seat  of  honor  sat  the  noble  and  ex- 
alted Roman.  Beside  him  were  his  royal  guests  in  all  their 
pomp  and  splendor,  as  well  as  the  military  officers  and  the  dis- 
tinguished men  of  Caesarea.  Festus  ordered  Paul  into  his  pres- 
ence, and  when  he  arrived  began  the  proceedings  as  follows  : 

*'  Be  it  known  to  King  Agrippa  and  to  all  here  present  that 
this  is  the  man  whom  the  whole  body  of  Jews,  both  here  and 
at  Jerusalem,  have  denounced  to  me  with  the  utmost  violence 
as  unworthy  to  live.  But  I  could  not  discover  the  smallest 
ground  for  a  sentence  of  death,  and  have  determined  to  ac- 
cept his  appeal  to  the  Emperor.  Meanwhile  I  cannot  put  the 
indictment  against  him  into  any  intelligible  form  for  the  Em- 
peror's information,  and  that  is  wh}*  I  have  called  him  before 
this  assembly,  and  especially  before  you,  King  Agrippa,  io 
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order  that  when  you  have  heard  him  you  may  be  able  to 
advise  me  what  to  write.  For  it  seems  monstrous  to  send  a 
prisoner  to  Rome  without  saying  what  he  is  accused  of." 

Then  Agrippa  turned  to  the  prisoner  and  said :  '^  You  are 
permitted  to  speak." 

Paul  extended  his  hand  impressively  and  began.  He  es- 
teemed himself  fortunate  in  being  allowed  to  answer  the  accu- 
sations brought  against  him  in  the  presence  of  King  Agrippa, 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  duties  and  all  the  con- 
troversies of  the  Jewish  religion,  and  whose  kind  attention  he 
now  besought.  All  the  Jews  knew  what  his  life  had  been 
from  his  youth  up,  and  how  he  had  lived  as  a  Pharisee  of  the 
strictest  religious  school;  and  even  now  the  sole  charge 
against  him  was  his  hope  in  the  Messianic  kingdom,  promised 
by  God  to  the  fathers,  and  expected  with  devoutest  zeal  by 
all  the  nation.  And  what  was  the  ground  of  the  charge? 
Could  any  thing  be  judged  incredible  now  that  God  had  raised 
one  from  the  dead?*  He,  Paul,  had  himself  been  a  violent 
persecutor  of  the  followers  of  Jesus  —  as  he  proceeded  to 
show  in  detail  —  until  the  risen  one  appeared  to  him  in  glory 
near  Damascus,  addressed  many  words  to  him,  and  sent  him 
out  as  his  chosen  witness  before  Jew  and  gentile.  In  obe- 
dience to  his  behest  he  had  preached  repentance  at  Damascus, 
at  Jerusalem,  throughout  Judsea,  and  to  the  heathen  also; 
and  that  was  why  the  Jews  had  seized  him  in  the  temple  and 
attempted  to  destroy  him.  But  by  God's  help  he  was  still 
preaching  to  small  and  great,  never  going  be3*ond  what  Moses 
and  the  prophets  had  predicted  concerning  the  calling  of  the 
Christ,  who  must  first  suffer  and  then,  as  the  first-fruits  of 
the  resurrection,  cause  truth  and  righteousness  to  be  pro- 
claimed to  tbe  people  of  God  and  to  the  heathen.  - 

At  this  point  the  discourse  is  broken  short,  as  we  shall 
presentl}'  see.  The  author  has  entirely  omitted  all  reference 
to  the  real  accusation  ;  and  on  this  occasion,  in  going  over  the 
history  of  Paul's  previous  life,  of  his  conversion,  and  his  sub- 
sequent labors,  he  throws  his  mission  to  the  gentiles  quite  into 
the  background,  puts  his  Jewish  orthodoxy  prominently  for- 
ward, and  brings  his  apostolic  career  into  the  closest  connection 
with  the  Jewish  beliefs  in  the  resurrection  and  the  Messiah. 
All  this  is  in  order  to  show  how  undeserved  and  unreasonable 
were  the  hatred  and  persecution  of  the  Jews.  We  are  in- 
formed accordingly  that  the  impression  made  upon  the  Jewish 
king  was  eminently  favorable ;  but  when  the  heathen  Festus 
1  After  an  amended  version  of  Acts  zzvi.  8 ;  compare  pp.  627,  528. 
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heard  Paul  speak  once  more  of  the  resurrection,^  he  cried 
aloud:  ''Paul,  you  are  raving!  Your  great  learning  has 
made  you  mad."  ''  No,  great  Festus ! "  said  the  Apostle  with 
quiet  dignity,  ''  I  am  not  raving,  but  am  uttering  words  of 
truth  and  reason.  The  king  understands  all  these  matters 
thoroughly,  and  I  can  therefore  speak  to  him  freely ;  for  I  am 
confldeut  that  none  of  these  things  are  unknown  to  him,  for 
the  suffering  and  resurrection  of  the  Christ  took  place  in  no 
remote  comer  of  the  earth.  King  Agrippa !  do  you  believe 
the  prophets?  I  know  you  do."  ''You  would  find  it  no 
hard  task  to  make  me  a  Christian  m3'self,*'  said  the  king  in 
answer  to  his  appeal.  "  Would  to  God,"  exclaimed  Paul, 
"  that  whether  I  found  it  hard  or  easy,  not  only  you  but  all 
who  are  here  present  might  be  brought  to  the  state  that  I  am 
in,  —  except  for  these  chains ! " 

Then  the  king,  the  procurator,  Bernlce,  and  all  the  grandees 
rose  from  their  seats  and  withdrew.  There  was  but  one 
opinion:  "  This  man  has  done  nothing  to  deserve  death  or 
imprisonment."  In  fact  Agrippa  said  to  Festus:  "If  he 
had  not  appealed  to  the  Emperor  he  might  have  been  set  at 
liberty." 

The  Apostle's  innocence  was  ftdly  recognized  by  competent 
judges,  and  could  never  again  be  attack^  or  questioned. 

When  the  journey  to  Italy  was  decided  on,  in  the  autumn 
of  61  A. D.,  Paul  and  several  other  prisoners  were  handed  over 
to  a  certain  Julius,  a  centurion  of  the  imperial  cohort.  The 
Apostle  was  again  accompanied  b}'  two  of  his  eight  former 
companions,  —  namely,  Aristarchus  of  Thessalonica  and  the 
author  of  the  diary  upon  whose  narrative  we  now  come  once 
more.  It  is  probably  introduced  in  this  place  by  the  author 
of  Acts  because  of  the  great  interest  he  attaches  to  Paul's 
Journey  to  the  capital  of  the  world.* 

There  did  not  happen  to  be  a  ship  bound  for  Rome  at 
Cffisarea,  so  they  embarked  on  a  merchantman  which  was  go- 
ing to  touch  at  several  Asiatic  ports  on  her  way  to  Adram^^t- 
tium,  in  Mysia.  In  one  place  or  another  they  would  be  sure 
to  find  means  of  transport  to  Italy.  On  the  second  day  they 
reached  Sidon  [and  Julius,  who  treated  Paul  with  great 
courtesy,  allowed  him  to  visit  his  friends  and  cnjo}'  their  hos- 
pitable care].  Loosing  from  Sidon  the}*  were  hindered  by 
adverse  winds  from  making  the  coast  of  Lj'cia  direct,  and 
therefore  sailed  round  between  Cj'prus  and  the  mainland, 
1  Compare  pp.  669,  670.  <  See  pp.  663,  668. 
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ihpjugh  the  Cilician  sea  and  the  Pamphylian  gulf,  to  the  sea- 
port Myra.  Here  the  centurion  found  an  Alexandrian  ship 
on  the  point  of  sailing  for  Italy,  and  embarked  his  passengers 
on  her.  Altogether  there  were  two  hundred  and  seventy* 
six  persons  on  board. 

They  made  such  little  way  that  after  many  days  they  had 
barely  come  over  against  the  Carian  peninsula  Cnidus.  Here 
the  wind  compelled  them  to  bear  down  upon  Crete  by  Cape 
Salmone,  which  they  had  difficulty  in  rounding,  after  which 
they  reached  the  bay  of  Fair  Havens  on  the  southern  coast 
of  the  island,  near  the  city  of  Lasea.  They  had  already 
been  long  on  the  voj-age  and  the  season  was  advanced ;  for 
the  great  day  of  atonement  ^  was  already  past,  so  that  it  must 
have  been  about  the  first  of  October.  Paul's  experience  led 
him  to  anticipate  danger,  and  he  said:  '*My  friends,  I  see 
that  if  we  make  this  voyage  it  will  be  with  great  loss,  not 
only  to  the  ship  and  cargo,  but  to  our  own  lives."  In  vain. 
The  centurion  paid  more  attention  to  the  helmsman  and  the 
captain  than  to  Paul ;  and  since  the  haven  they  were  now  in 
offered  no  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  winter,  the  general 
feeling  was  in  favor  of  attempting  to  reach  the  city  of  Phoenix, 
the  harbor  of  which  opened  westward.  A  gentle  wind  from 
the  south  assured  them  that  thej'  would  accomplish  their  pur- 
pose ;  so  they  loosed  anchor,  but  hugged  the  shore  of  Crete. 

Soon  afterwards  a  furious  wind  from  the  north-east  bore 
down  upon  the  ship  from  the  mountain-land  behind,  and 
swept  her  helplessly  before  it.  There  was  nothing  for  it  but 
to  let  her  drive ;  and  as  the}'  ran  under  the  little  island  of 
Clauda  they  barely  succeed6d  in  saving  the  ship's  boat  from 
being  swept  away  by  the  storm.  Then  they  undergirded  the 
vessel,  as  it  is  called ;  that  is  to  say  they  passed  cables  under- 
neath her  and  drew  them  tight,  so  as  to  hold  her  together. 
In  dread  of  being  cast  upon  the  great  SjTtis,  with  its  rocks 
and  shallows,  the}'  now  furled  all  the  sails,  made  fast  the  rud- 
derbands,  and  let  the  ship  drive  again.  The  next  day  they 
were  so  hard  pressed  that  they  had  to  lighten  the  ship  of  her 
cargo,  and  the  day  after  that  the  passengera  and  crew  threw 
out  the  ver}'  tackle  with  their  own  hands.  Day  after  day  the 
storm  raged  on  with  unabated  fur}-,  and  thej'  could  see  neither 
sun  nor  stars,  and  lost  all  hope  of  saving  their  lives.  The 
mariner's  compass  of  course  was  not  invented  in  those  days, 
and  they  had  no  means  of  knowing  so  much  as  in  what  direc- 
tion they  were  drifting. 

[Now  when  their  despair  and  terror  had  long  kept  them 
1  See  Tol.  il.  p.  512 
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fasting,  Paul  went  to  them  and  said:  '^  You  ought  to  have 
listen^  to  me  and  not  loosed  from  Crete,  and  then  you  woald 
have  escaped  all  this.  But  now  I  would  have  jou  take  coor- 
«ge,  for  not  one  of  you  will  perish,  only  the  ship  will  be  lost. 
In  the  night  an  ahgel  of  the  God  whose  I  am  and  whom  I 
worship  stood  by  me  and  said :  *  Paul !  you  have  no  risk  of 
death  to  fear.  You  must  yet  appear  before  the  Emperor ; 
and  for  your  sake  God  will  spare  all  your  fellow-passengers.' 
So  pluck  up  heart,  my  friends,  for  I  trust  in  my  God  that  it 
will  all  come  to  pass  as  the  angel  said.  But  we  shall  be  cast 
upon  some  island."] 

It  was  fourteen  days  since  they  had  left  Fair  Havens  and 
begun  driving  about  in  the  Ionian  Sea,  when  the  sailors,  sus- 
pecting that  land  was  near,  sounded,  and  read  twenty  and 
soon  afterwards  fifteen  fathoms,  or  ninety  feet ;  upon  which 
they  threw  out  four  anchors  fh)m  the  stem,  for  fear  of  strik- 
ing upon  rocks.  But  as  they  were  waiting  and  longing  for 
the  dawn  the  sailors  contrived  a  ti'eacherous  plan,  which 
Paul  fortunately  discovered  and  frustrated.  They  detenniued 
to  escape  alone  in  the  boat,  and  leave  the  passengers  to  their 
fate.  They  wei-e  already  letting  down  the  boat,  on  pretest 
of  putting  out  anchors  from  the  prow,  when  Paul  warned  the 
centurion  and  his  men  of  the  danger:  ^'If  the  crew  deserts 
us  you  arc  all  undone ! "  The  soldiers,  who  were  accustomed 
to  the  promptness  of  military  measures,  made  short  work  of 
it  by  cutting  the  ropes  and  letting  the  boat  go.  [Towards 
daybreak  Paul  exhorted  them  all  to  take  food,  for  they  had 
been  in  such  terror  for  their  lives  during  the  last  fortnight 
that  they  had  eaten  nothing.  They  had  better  i-efk^sh  them- 
selves now  and  be  ready  to  save  themselves,  for  not  a  hair 
of  their  heads  should  be  hurt.  With  these  words  Paul  took 
some  bread,  uttered  the  blessing  aloud,  broke,  and  began  to 
eat.  Then  thej*  all  imitated  his  example  and  were  greatly 
relieved.]  The  last  rations  were  served  out,  eveiy  one  eating 
as  much  as  he  chose,  and  then  they  fhrther  lightened  the  ship 
by  throwing  out  all  the  provisions,  of  which  there  must  havo 
been  considerable  stores,  for  the  passengers  were  numerous. 

Now  when  day  broke  they  could  not  recognize  the  land 
but  the}^  saw  a  creek  with  a  shelving  coast,  and  determined  if 
possible  to  bring  the  ship  into  it.  So  the^'  took  up  the  an- 
chors, loosed  the  rudderbands,  hoisted  the  top-sail  to  the  wind, 
and  made  for  the  coast.  But  they  struck  upon  a  bank  and 
were  stranded.  The  vessel's  prow  was  fixed  immovably,  and 
the  waves  dashed  her  stern  to  pieces. 
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The  soldiers  suggested  killing  the  prisoners,  for  fear  some 
of  them  should  swim  off  and  escape  ;  but  the  centurion  [who 
was  anxious  to  save  Paul]  would  not  allow  it,  but  cominanded 
those  that  could  swim  to  throw  themselves  in  first  and  make 
for  the  land,  after  which  the  rest  must  save  themselves  as  best 
they  might  on  planks  and  spars.  Thus  they  all  came  safe  to 
land.  The  supposed  spot  at  which  they  landed,  o;i  the  north- 
east coast  of  the  island  of  Malta,  is  still  known  as  St.  Paul's 
Bay. 

This  narrative  of  the  voyage  and  shipwreck  bears  unmis- 
takable signs,  apart  from  the  use  of  the  first  person,  of  com- 
ing fV*om  an  eye-witness.  The  passages  included  in  brackets, 
however,  may  be  removed  without  breaking  the  connection ; 
they  betray  a  diflerent  style  from  that  of  Titus,  are  often  in 
contradiction  with  his  narrative  in  general  or  with  some  of  its 
details,  and  are  always  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  purpose 
of  Acts,  which  would  be  enough  in  itself  to  make  us  suspect 
them.     Moreover  thej-  are  intrinsically  improbable. 

It  was  not  long  before  they  discovered  that  they  were  on 
the  island  of  Melita.  They  were  received  with  the  great- 
est kindness  by  the  inhabitants,  who  were  Carthaginians  b}' 
descent.  They  lighted  a  fire  for  them  and  took  them  all 
in  to  protect  them  ftom  the  furious  rain  and  the  cold. 
Now  when  Paul  had  gathered  a  bundle  of  sticks  and  thrown 
them  upon  the  fire,  an  adder  darted  out,  when  it  felt  the 
heat,  and  fastened  upon  his  hand.  When  the  people  of 
the  place  saw  the  creature  hanging  on  his  hand  they  said  to 
each  other :  '*  Surely  this  man  must  be  some  murderer  whom 
Dike  (the  goddess  of  justice)  cannot  suff*er  to  live,  even  though 
he  has  escaped  from  the  sea."  But  Paul  shook  off"  the  adder 
into  the  fire  and  suffered  no  harm.  The}*  all  expected  him 
to  swell  up  or  suddenly  fall  down  dead ;  but  after  a  good 
while,  when  they  saw  that  nothing  happened  to  him,  thej' 
completely  changed  their  opinion  and  held  him  for  a  god. 
Now  the  governor  of  the  island,  a  certain  Publius,  had  an 
estate  in  the  neighborhood,  where  he  hospitably  entertained 
Paul  and  his  friends  for  three  days ;  and  in  return  the  Apostle 
cured  his  father,  who  was  in  bed  with  fever  and  dj'sentery,  by 
praying  and  laying  his  hands  upon  him.  After  this  the  other 
sick  people  in  the  island  came  and  were  healed  ;  upon  which 
they  overwhelmed  the  three  friends  with  tokens  of  honor, 
and  when  they  departed,  three  months  afterwards,  gave  them 
every  thing  thej'  could  require. 

We  suspect  that  this  account  of  the  stay  at  Malta  was  not 
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written  as  it  stands  by  Titus,  but  was  modified  and  aboy€ 
all  greatly  shortened  bj'  the  writer  of  the  Acts.  Surely 
Paul's  companion  must  have  recorded  what  took  place  after 
the  first  three  days,  and  where  they  stayed  during  the  three 
months  they  spent  on  the  island  after  leaving  Publius.  He 
must  also  have  had  something  to  tell  us  of  the  winter^s 
doings,  for  we  maj'  be  sure  that  Paul  was  not  sitting  idle  all 
the  time.  Even  the  stories  about  the  first  two  days  were 
probably  not  recorded  by  Titus  as  we  now  have  them.  At 
any  rate  they  raise  our  suspicion  on  several  grounds.  For 
instance,  if  the  people  came  to  regard  Paul  as  a  god,  we  might 
fairly  expect  to  hear  how  they  showed  their  belief  and  bow 
Paul  corrected  them.  At  any  rate,  if  the  storj^  is  not  an  in- 
vention b}'  the  author  of  Acts,  suggested  by  reminiscences  of 
Lj'stra,  we  must  suppose  that  it  is  broken  ofiT  in  the  middle. 
So  again  the  cure  of  all  the  sick  people  in  the  island,  recorded 
in  such  a  summar}'  style,  reminds  us  of  a  special  characteristic 
of  the  writer  of  Acts,  and  is  doubtless  his  addition.^ 

The  spring  had  now  an-ived,  says  Titus,  and  with  it  came 
an  opportunity  of  sailing  for  Home.  An  Alexandrian 
vessel,  the  ''  Castor  and  Pollux,"  had  wintered  at  the  island 
and  now  took  our  travellers  on  board.  First  the}'  sailed  to 
Syracuse,  where  they  spent  three  days ;  then  thej'  coasted 
along  the  east  of  Sicily  and  the  southern  extremity  of  Italy, 
where  the}'  reached  Rhegium,  and  were  then  carried  by  a  south 
wind  in  less  than  two  days  to  Puteali,  near  Naples.  Here 
their  voyage  was  at  an  end  and  they  took  a  week's  rest.  Our 
travellers  fbund  some  Christians  there,  and  received  from  them 
the  refreshing  sympathy  they  so  much  needed  as  they  drew 
near  to  Rome,  equally  uncertain  of  what  awaited  them  from 
the  judicial  authorities  and  from  the  Christians.  Then  they 
went  along  the  famous  Appiau  Wa}',  through  the  plain  of  Cam- 
pagna  and  the  Pontine  Marshes,  to  the  capital  of  the  world. 

The  news  of  their  arrival  on  Italian  soil  had  gone  before 
them,  and  a  band  of  Christians  had  come  to  meet  them  at 
Appii  Forum,  a  notorious  place  about  thirty-nine  and  a  half 
miles  from  Rome ;  others  met  them  at  the  Three  Taverns, 
a  baiting  place  some  nine  miles  fuither  north,  —  all  which 
restored  the  Apostle's  courage,  and  he  thanked  God.  The 
place  of  their  destination  was  now  soon  reached. 

So  Paul  was  at  last  in  Rome,  though  under  very  different 
circumstances  from  those  he  had  anticipated.^  Ftisoner  as 
he  was,  he  still  found  some  opportunities  of  work.     Accord* 

i  See  pp.  472,  :»39,  540,  494,  496.  <  See  p.  60ft. 
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ing  to  an  old  account,^  the  prisoners  were  at  once  coudncted 
to  the  barracks  of  the  unpetial  guard  (the  Pretorians)  at  the 
other  end  of  the  cit^',  and  given  in  charge  to  their  com- 
mander, —  who  was  the  celebrated  Burrhus,  Nero's  tutor  and 
good  genius,  but  soon  to  be  his  victiin.  This  is  very  credible. 
The  Apostle,  we  are  further  infonned,  obtained  leave  to  live  in 
his  own  lodgings  with  the  soldier  who  had  charge  of  him  and 
to  whom  he  was  chained  by  the  arm,  provided  of  course  that 
these  lodgings  were  within  the  barracks  or  their  immediate 
neighborhood.  He  was  even  allowed  to  go  out  with  the 
soldier.  He  could  receive  visits  and  write  lettere.  In  short 
he  enjoyed  an  amount  of  freedom  which  enabled  him  still  to 
do  something  towards  accomplishing  the  task  of  his  life. 

But  what  was  his  reception  by  the  Christians  at  Rome  ? 
Much  depended  upon  this,  not  only  with  respect  to  the  alle- 
viations of  his  personal  lot,  but  with  regard  to  the  abundance 
of  his  opportunities  of  labor  and  the  prospects  of  their  bear- 
ing fruit.  What  impression  had  his  letter  made  two  years 
before  ?  We  have  just  heard  that  some  of  the  brethren  came 
to  meet  him ;  but  we  knew  already  from  his  own  epistle  that 
there  were  some  who  sympathized  with  him  at  Rome,  and 
the  letter  itself  can  hardly  have  failed  to  do  something,  at 
least,  towards  attaching  others  to  his  person  and  his  gospel. 
But  what  about  the  community  as  a  whole,  or  the  Jewish- 
Christian  majority,  which  joined  the  great  Jewish  population 
of  the  capital  in  its  detestation  of  the  Roman  government, 
which  observed  the  Sabbath  and  the  Jewish  feasts,  and  some 
members  of  which  abstained,  in  Essenic  piety,  from  all 
animal  food  ?  ^  We  find  no  answer  to  this  question  in  the 
book  of  Acts.  At  Rome  the  author  breaks  off  the  diary  of 
Paul's  companion,  just  as  he  did  before  at  Jerusalem,  and 
even  seems  to  have  greatl}-  abbreviated  the  record  of  the 
meetings  at  PuteOli,  at  Appii  Forum,  and  the  Three  Taverns. 
Hardly  any  of  the  remaining  statements  in  Acts  deserve 
credit. 

Within  three  days  of  his  arrival,  we  are  told,  Paul  sum- 
moned the  heads  or  leaders  of  the  Roman  Jews,  and  set  forth 
how  he  had  been  seized  at  Jerusalem  and  handed  over  to  the 
Roman  governor  at  Csesarea,  without  having  committed  any 
offence  against  his  people  or  against  the  customs  of  the 
fathers.     I'he  governor  had  looked  into  the  matter  and  had 

1  Acta  xzyiii.  16.  (In  the  **  Authorized  Version,**  but  not  in  the  oldest  man- 
fescripta.) 

s  See  pp.  606,  608,  545. 
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wished  to  set  him  at  liberty,  but  the  opposition  of  the  Jewn 
ran  so  high  that  he  (Paul)  had  felt  consti'ained  to  appeal  to 
the  Emperor,  though  he  had  not  the  least  intention  of  lodging 
any  complaint  against  his  people.  All  this  had  made  him 
wish  to  see  and  speak  with  them,  for  he  wore  his  chains  in  the 
cause  of  Israel's  Messianic  expectation.  The  Jews  answered 
that  they  had  received  no  letters  about  him  from  Judaea,  and 
had  never  heard  an}'  ill  of  him  bj'  word  of  mouth;  but 
they  desired  to  hear  what  he  had  to  saj',  for  all  they  knew 
about  this  sect  of  the  Nazarenes  was  that  it  was  evcr3'whcre 
spoken  against.  So  a  day  was  fixed,  and  they  came  in 
gi-eat  numbers  to  his  dwelling,  where  he  clearly  and  ix)wer- 
fuUy  preached  the  kingdom  of  God  and  demonstrated  tlie 
Messianic  dignitj-  of  Jesus  out  of  the  Law  and  the  Prophets 
from  morning  till  evening.  Some  of  his  hearers  were  con- 
vinced, but  others  remained  unbelieving.  Thej-  departed 
therefore  contending  with  each  other,  while  Paul  reminded 
them  of  that  cheerless  saving  of  Isaiah's  about  the  impeni- 
tence of  Israel,^  and  exclaimed :  "  Know  then  that  this 
divine  salvation  is  now  offered  to  the  gentiles,  and  that  they 
will  receive  it."  And  so  it  was.  For  two  whole  ^ears  Paul 
remained  in  his  own  dwelling  and  received  all  who  came  to 
him,  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God  and  teaching  them  about 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  boldly  and  without  hindrance. 

Observe  that  in  this  narrative  Paul's  communications  with 
the  Christian  community  and  the  relations  in  which  he  stood 
to  it  are  studiously  passed  over,  and  an  interview  with  the 
Jews  is  substituted,  although  really  the  Apostle  had  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  them.  The  description  of  the  meeting  itself 
is  full  of  impossibilities.  These  Jews  have  never  heard  an3' 
thing  about  Paul,  good  or  bad,  by  writing  or  b}'  word  of 
mouth  !  What  is  more,  the}'  know  nothing  about  the  Naza- 
renes except  that  they  are  spoken  against!  The  writer 
forgets  that  onl}'  a  few  lines  back  he  has  spoken  of  Boman 
believers.  Finally,  in  express  contradiction  of  the  Apostle's 
own  declaration  in  his  letter  that  he  was  coming  to  Rome 
e8i)ecially  for  the  gentiles,  we  are  once  more  told,  amid  re- 
peated assertions  of  his  orthodoxy,  that  he  turned  first  to  the 
Jews,  and  only  felt  at  liberty  to  go  to  the  heathen  when  the 
Jews  had  manifested  their  want  of  faith.  Thenceforth  he 
preached  to  the  gentiles  under  the  friendly  protection  of  the 
Roman  authorities. 

Thus  the  onl}'  statement  which  we  can  accept  is  the  oon 

I  Sm  toL  u.  p.  249;  and  p.  143. 
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eluding  one,  that  Paul  spent  at  least  two  years  in  Rome  as  a 
prisoner,  but  was  not  altogether  deprived  of  the  opportunity 
of  preaching  the  gospel.  For  the  rest,  the  author  does  not 
give  us  a  single  detail  concerning  all  this  period.  Now  that 
he  has  brought  Paul  to  Rome  and  seen  him  preach  Christian- 
ity under  the  protection  of  the  State,  his  book  is  completed. 
We  must  therefore  look  round  for  other  sources  of  informa- 
tion. Our  author's  silence  as  to  the  relations  between  the 
Apostle  and  the  Christian  community  at  Rome  gives  grounds 
for  unfavorable  surmises,  which  find  confirmation  elsewhere ; 
for  we  still  possess  three  short  letters  which  are  attributed 
with  more  or  less  probabilitj'  to  Paul,  and  which,  if  really  his, 
must  have  been  written  during  his  Roman  imprisonment. 

The  most  doubtful  of  the  three  is  a  short  note  to  Timothy, 
supposed  to  be  preserved  in  our  Second  of  Timothjs*  which 
is  certainly  not  authentic  as  a  whole.  We  mention  it  with 
the  less  hesitation  because,  even  if  not  from  the  Apostle's 
own  hand,  it  may  very  well  contain  a  few  historical  reminis- 
cences nevertheless.  Here  Paul  complains  that  no  one  had 
been  with  him  to  support  him  at  his  first  trial ;  but  though 
all  had  deserted  him,  3'et  the  Lord  had  helped  him  and 
strengthened  him,  that  he  mighf  finish  his  task  and  preach 
to  all  the  heathen.  Thus  had  he  been  saved  from  the  jaws 
of  death.  He  mentions  pai*ticularly  that  a  certain  Alexander, 
a  coppersmith,  had  treated  him  with  gi*eat  hostility,  and  that 
all  those  of  Asia  had  turned  away  from  him.  The  Ephesian 
Onesiph5rus  was  a  pleasing  exception.  He  had  previously 
done  great  service  to  the  good  cause  in  his  native  city,  and 
had  recently  searched  for  Paul  in  Rome  until  he  found  him, 
had  not  been  ashamed  of  associating  with  a  prisoner,  and 
had  often  refreshed  his  heai-t.  At  the  moment  of  writing 
the  Apostle  was  bereft  of  the  society  of  all  his  friends  except 
Luke,  and  he  therefore  urgently  begged  Timothy  to  come  to 
him  as  quickly  as  possible  and  bring  Mark  with  him. 

The  second  of  the  letters  we  spoke  of  is  probably  authentic. 
It  is  the  little  note  to  Philemon,  whom  we  know  already  as  a 
fellow-worker  of  Paul,  and  one  whom  he  himself  had  brought 
to  the  faith. ^  Now  one  of  this  man's  slaves  was  a  certain  One- 
sunuB,  who  had  robbed  or  otherwise  injured  his  master,  and 
then  run  away  for  fear  of  punishment.  He  had  come  into  ac- 
cidental contact  with  Paul  at  Rome,  and  had  been  converted 
to  Christianity.  The  Apostle  had  conceived  a  sincere  affec- 
tion for  him,  and  had  found  him  so  serviceable  that  he  would 

1  2  Timothy  i.  1,  2,  15-18,  iv.  9-18. 
*  Philemon  verse  19;  compare  p.  590. 
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gladly'  have  kept  him  at  his  side.  But  nevertheless  he  dctc'T- 
mined  to  do  without  him,  and  persuaded  him  to  return  to  hiA 
master,  whose  property  he  still  remained ;  but  for  fear  of 
his  being  heavily  punished  he  gave  him  this  letter  to  take 
with  him. 

It  is  addressed  to  Philemon  and  also  to  Appia  and 
Archippus,  probablj^  his  wife  and  sou,  and  the  congregation 
that  usually  met  at  his  house.  Paul  leaves  no  means  untried 
to  secure  pardon  for  Onesimus.  He  adopts  the  most  winning 
tone,  reminds  Philemon  of  his  advanced  age  and  his  impris- 
onment for  the  gospel's  sake^  speaks  of  Onesimus  as  hence- 
forth less  a  slave  than  a  brother,  tries  every  means  of  plead- 
ing for  him  and  commending  him  to  his  master's  forgiveness. 
He  playfully  draws  out  a  formal  order  to  Philemon  to  settle 
the  slave's  debts  from  his  (Paul's)  account,  reminds  Philemon 
how  much  he  owes  him,  and  expresses  his  hope  of  a  speedy 
release,  when  he  will  visit  CoIossjb  and  stay  with  him. 

We  value  this  short  letter,  not  only  because  of  the  inter- 
esting and  characteristic  circumstance  which  it  records,  and 
the  testimony  it  bears  to  Paul's  pei-sonal  influence,  even  on  a 
runaway  slave,  and  his  tact  in  pressing  a  delicate  point,  but 
also  because  it  shows  us  that  at  this  moment  he  hod  some 
prospect  of  being  released,  and  intended  when  free  to  go  to 
Asia  Minor.  Moreover  the  greeting  shows  us  that  the  Co- 
lossian  Epaphras,  whom  we  know  already,  shared  the  Apos- 
tle's captivity,  and  that  Mark,  Aristarchqs,  Demos,  and  Luke 
were  with  him,  besides  Timothy,  in  whose  name,  as  well  as 
his  own,  he  sends  the  letter. 

The  epistle  to  the  Philippians  yields  a  richer  harvest.  If,  as 
we  have  supposed,  it  is  really  from  the  Apostle's  hand,  it  must 
have  been  written  and  sent  off  when  he  had  already  been  in 
Rome  some  time,  perhaps  at  the  end  of  68  a.d.  A  short  time 
before  he  had  experienced  a  great  delight.  A  former  fellow- 
laborer  and  fellow-soldier,  Epaphrodltus,  a  Philippian,  had 
searched  him  out  at  Rome,  and  had  brought  him  a  present  in 
money,  which  must  have  been  exceedingly  welcome,  in  the 
name  of  the  believers  of  Philippi.  Anxious  days  had  fol- 
lowed, for  Epaphrodltus  fell  dangerouslj-  ill.  When  he  re- 
covered he  longed  to  return  home,  especially  since  his  friends 
were  uneasy  about  him.  So  Paul  sent  him  on  his  way,  with 
hearty  gratitude,  and  gave  him  this  letter  to  the  Philippians,  in 
the  greeting  of  which  the  name  of  Timothy  again  appears. 

We  learn  from  the  contents  that  the  Apostle's  imprisonment 
was  not  without  fruits  for  the  gospel.    The  imperial  Inxly- 
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guard  and  others  with  whom  he  was  thrown  into  contact  gave 
him  their  attention ;  and,  what  was  more,  many  of  the  Roman 
Christians  were  encouraged  by  his  example  to  preach  the  Christ 
boldly,  though  with  very  diverse  motives,  —  for  while  some 
were  actuated  by  love  and  esteem  for  him,  others  (Jewish- 
Christians)  cherished  the  hostile  design  of  aggravating  the 
trials  of  his  present  lot.  But  in  any  case  Christ  was  being 
preached,  and  that  was  his  greatest  joy  and  blessing. 

We  are  further  given  to  understaud  that  he  had  drawn 
together  a  band  of  believers,  whose  greetings  he  sends,  and 
had  even  won  certain  members  of  the  Emperor's  household, 
probabl}'  subordinate  officials  or  servants,  for  the  gospel.  But 
meanwhile  he  could  not  rely  upon  all  his  fellow- workers ;  for 
when  he  announces  his  intention  of  sending  Timothy  to  the 
Philippians,  in  hopes  of  receiving  good  news  of  them,  as  soon 
as  he  can  foresee  with  certainty  the  result  of  his  trial,  he 
adds  that  he  has  no  one  else  with  him  so  faithful  to  him 
and  so  sure  to  regard  their  interests  as  Timothy.  All  the 
rest  were  selfish,  but  the  Philippians  knew  Timothy  of  old. 

Paul  also  relied  upon  going  to  Philippi  himself.  But  his 
mood  and  his  personal  expectations  constantly  change  as  he 
writes.  At  one  moment  he  expects  a  martjr's  death  to  crown 
the  work  of  his  life,  which  he  himself  would  wish,  for  then  he 
would  be  taken  straight  to  Christ  as  one  who  had  died  fbr 
him.*  But  generall}'  he  feels  no  doubt  that  he  will  be  re- 
leased, perhaps  speedil}',  and  will  continue  to  work  perhaps 
till  the  return  of  the  Lord ;  for  this  would  be  best  for  the 
community.  In  any  case  the  result,  whether  life  or  death, 
will  be  to  the  glory  of  the  Christ. 

Throughout  this  letter,  addressed  more  especially  to  the 
overseers  and  deacons  of  the  community,  we  are  struck  by 
the  warmth  of  tone  and  the  intimate  relations  which  had  sub- 
sisted from  the  first  between  the  Apostle  and  the  Philippian 
converts.  The  latter,  as  we  know  alreadj^  had  shown  a  gen- 
erosity even  beyond  their  means  on  occasion  of  the  collection 
for  Jerusalem,  had  twice  sent  sums  of  money  to  the  Apostle 
more  thail  ten  yeara  ago,  and  now  came  to  his  assistance 
again.  Paul  on  his  side  made  an  exception  in  their  favor  to 
his  otherwise  universal  i-ule  of  accepting  no  subsidies  from 
his  converts.  In  many  respects  the  Philippians  gave  him 
cause  to  rejoice ;  and  they  were  now  suffering  oppression  for 
the  faith  as  he  was  himself.  We  notice,  especially  in  the 
earlT  portion  of  the  epistle,  that  Paul  has  learned  to  separate 

1  Compare  p.  333. 
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his  own  person  i\*om  the  cause  of  the  gospel,  and  has  beoome 
genuinely  tolerant  towards  the  opponents  who  pursued  him 
with  relentless  hatred  even  to  Rome.  But  in  the  two  con- 
cluding chapters  he  falls  into  the  old  tone,  denounces  them 
more  bitterly  than  ever  as  "  dogs,  evil  workers,  mutilated." 
In  answer  to  their  Jewish  arrogance  he  once  more  enumerates 
the  legal  privileges  which  he  had  cast  under  his  feet  for 
Christ's  sake,^  and  calls  them  enemies  of  the  cross.  He  em- 
phatically warns  the  Philippians  against  them  and  against  all 
sectarian  animositj',  exhorts  Euodia  and  Syntyche  by  name 
and  the  community  in  general  to  unanimity,  humility,  and 
self-denying  love,  after  the  example  of  Christ,  who  had  relin- 
quished his  heavenly  glory,  and  had  been  obedient  even  to 
the  death  upon  the  cross. 

'^  Be  blameless  and  upright,  unpolluted  children  of  Grod, 
m  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  generation,  among 
whom  3'ou  appear  like  lights  of  heaven  in  the  world ! "  *  Paul 
had  good  reason  to  utter  such  words  as  these  to  the  Philip- 
pians, for  if  he  saw  or  heard  any  thing  of  what  was  going  on 
at  Rome,  its  foul  iniquity  must  have  sent  a  sickening  shudder 
through  his  heart,  and  made  him  more  certain'  than  ever  that 
the  Lord  was  near  at  hand  and  that  the  world  hastened  to  its 
close.  Such  a  wild  outburst  of  shameless  infamy  as  took 
place  in  62  a.d.  and  the  following  years,  under  Nero's  rule, 
the  world  has  never  witnessed  before  or  since.  We  suspect 
that  the  Apostle  himself  was  one  of  its  victims. 

We  suspect  it,  but  we  cannot  be  certain.  Since  the  book 
of  Acts  breaks  off  abruptl}'  after  mentioning  that  Paul  re- 
mained two  years  in  Rome,  it  follows  that  after  this  period 
some  change  in  his  lot  took  place.  Why  is  there  not  a  word 
about  his  subsequent  fate,  whether  release  and  renewed  ac- 
tivity or  the  death  of  a  martjT?  A  later  tradition,  founded 
on  what  was  known  or  reported  of  Paul's  own  plans  and  ex- 
pectations,^ saj's  that  he  was  set  at  liberty,  that  he  carried 
out  his  oiiginal  projects,  was  then  taken  prisoner  again,  and 
perished  in  Rome  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner  in  the  year 
67  A.D.  The  legend  adds  that  it  was  on  June  29,  and  that 
Peter  was  his  fellow-victim,  Paul  being  beheaded  and  Peter 
crucified  with  his  head  downwards.  But  all  this  is  groundless 
speculation.  There  is  no  trace  of  the  Apostle's  life  or  preach- 
ing aft^er  the  period  to  which  we  have  already  brought  them ; 
and  the  detestation  with  which  the  Christians  were  regarded 

i  See  p.  590.  s  PhilippiaaB  ii.  15.  >  See  pp.  605,  638,  689. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Paul's  iuprisonhent  and  deatu.  641 

Just  at  that  moment  in  Rome  makes  it  highly  improbable  that 
Paul  should  have  been  released.  We  have  ever}'  reason  to 
suppose  that  he  perished  amid  the  horrors  of  the  summer  of 
64  A.D.  But  why  does  the  author  of  Acts  tell  us  nothing? 
Why  does  he  simply  drop  his  hero,  as  he  has  previously 
dropped  Peter  and  Barnabas  ?  There  is  not  the  smallest  in- 
dication that  he  intended  to  complete  his  task  in  another 
work,  and  even  if  there  were  we  should  still  have  to  ask  why 
he  broke  off  just  here.  Is  it  possible  that  his  anxiet}"  to  hold 
the  balance  between  Peter  and  Paul  induced  him  to  sa}*  noth- 
ing of  the  latter's  crown  of  martyrdom,  because  tradition  had 
not  as  yet  woven  the  similar  crown  with  which  it  afterwards  ^ 
girt  the  brow  of  Peter?  Or  did  he  stop  at  this  point  because 
he  had  completed  his  design  of  portraying  the  spread  of  the 
gospel  from  Jerusalem  to  Rome,  and  because  the  constant 
burden  of  his  narrative  had  been  the  friendly  reception  and 
protection  which  Paul  had  received  at  the  hands  of  the  Roman 
magistracy,  so  that  he  shrank  from  destroying  the  impression 
b3'  touching  on  the  fierce  contrast  of  that  dismal  close,  in  the 
horrors  of  Nero's  persecution,  in  which  the  Apostle  disap- 
peared? 

Enough !  On  July  19,  64  a.d.,  a  fire  broke  out  at  Rome 
and  made  unheard-of  ravages.  It  spread  with  incredible  ra- 
pidity, and  nothing  could  check  its  fur3\  It  was  not  till  the 
sixth  day  that  it  seemed  to  be  got  under,  and  it  soon  broke 
out  again  and  raged  for  three  days  more.  Of  the  fourteen 
districts  of  the  huge  capital  but  four  remained.  In  seven  the 
fire  had  left  charred  and  blackened  walls  alone,  and  the  other 
three  were  heaps  of  smoking  ruins !  The  maddened  populace 
believed  that  the  Emperor  had  kindled  the  flames;  and  he 
was  doubtless  guilty  in  the  matter,  though  he  could  not  have 
foreseen  the  appalling  catastrophe.  Now  when  Nero  found 
that  no  religious  processions  and  no  generosity  of  provision 
for  the  impoverished  victims  of  the  disaster  could  free  him 
from  the  suspicion  he  had  incurred  or  restore  him  to  popular 
favor,  he  adopted  frcsh  tactics,  and  declared  that  a  strict  in- 
vestigation had  brought  it  to  light  that  the  fire  was  raised  by 
the  Christians. 

Who  furnished  him  with  this  monstrous  conception  ?  Can  it 
have  been  his  Jewish  favorites  ?  In  any  case  the  story  found 
acceptance.  The  Christians,  who  had  increased  considerably 
in  numbers  since  Paul  ai-rived  in  Rome,  and  whose  organiza- 
tion was  now  more  distinct  than  formerl}'  from  that  of  the 
1  John  xzi.  18,  19;  2  Peter  i.  U. 
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synagogue,  had  excited  public  attention ;  while  their  holding 
aloof  from  the  corrupt  heathen  society  and  their  expectation 
of  the  end  of  the  world,  which  some  of  them  may  have  hailed 
in  this  very  fire,  had  earned  them  the  character  of  ^'  enemies 
of  mankind'*  with  the  populace  and  the  cultivated  classes 
alike.  A  horrible  persecution  broke  out.  Some  of  the  be- 
lievers were  crucified.  Others  were  thrown  to  the  lions  in  the 
amphitheatre,  or  wrapped  in  the  skins  of  animals  and  torn  to 
pieces  by  bloodhounds.  Yet  others  were  smeared  with  resin 
:ii)d  pitch,  secured  to  stakes  of  pinewood,  and  lighted  up  at 
nightfall  to  serve  as  torches. 

The  last  traces  of  Paul  are  lost  in  this  night  of  horror. 
Are  we  to  look  for  his  blackened  corpse  among  the  ruins 
of  the  conflagration?  Or  did  he  hteraUy  fight  with  wild 
beasts,  and  this  time  without  being  saved  from  the  liop*s 
mouth  ?  * 

Of  his  friends  and  fellow-workers,  too,  we  have  lost  all 
certain  information,  except  that  we  are  told  a  few  3'ears  later 
on  that  Timoth}'  had  been  a  [H-isoner,  and  was  just  released. 
Unceitain  speculations  or  traditions  point  out  ApoUos  as  the 
possible  author  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  Mark  and 
Silvanus  as  the  companions  of  Peter,  and  Titus  as  laboring 
in  Crete  and  in  Dalmatia.'  But  the  fate  of  these  men  is  far 
from  exciting  the  same  interest  in  our  minds  as  that  of  the 
Apostle  himself.  The  dead  silence  of  histoi^^  unbroken  even 
by  his  biographer  and  defender  the  author  of  Acts,  has  in- 
volved his  martyr-death  in  obscurity,  and  has  suffered  this 
greatest  of  the  followers  of  Jesus,  this  founder  of  the  Christian 
Church,  to  fall  by  an  unnoted  —  and  in  that  sense  an  inglo- 
rious —  death.     In  this  there  is  something  very  painful. 

Paul  was  such  as  we  have  described  him,  —  the  greatest 
of  the  followers  of  Jesus,  and  the  founder  of  the  Christian 
Church !  Attempts  have  indeed  been  made  to  exalt  him  at 
the  expense  of  Jesus,  and  to  place  him  above  his  Master  in 
penetration  and  grasp  of  mind,  in  freedom  and  breadth  of 
view,  and  in  superiority  to  national  prejudice.  This  is  a 
mistake.  The  admission  of  the  heathen  to  the  kingdom  of 
God  had  alread}'  found  a  place  in  the  mind  of  Jesus.  All 
that  was  great  and  good  in  Paul's  work  he  accomplished 
under  the  mastery  of  Christ's  spirit ;  and  he  himself  ascribed 
it  ail,  and  ascribed  it  solelj',  to  the  might  of  the  Christ  which 
had  come  upon  him  and  dwelt  in  him.     Nay !  we  must  go 

1  1  Corinthians  xv.  32 ;  2  Timothy  ir.  17. 

>  Hebrews  aiiL  23;  1  Peter  ▼.  12, 18 ;  Titus  L  5;  2  TimoUiy  iv.  10. 
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AiTther:  He  stands  so  far  below  Jesus,  that  in  his  eubtle 
doctrinal  83'stem  we  can  hai'diy  recognize  the  simple  but 
etemallj'-enduring  and  inexhaustible  wealth  of  the  principles 
of  Jesus ;  in  the  sharp  lines  of  his  personality  we  can  hardly 
trace  the  lineaments  of  the  beloved  image  of  Jesus.  But  this 
is  undeniable :  that  the  victory  of  the  gospel  over  the  heathen 
world  is  mainly  due  to  the  power  and  the  gifts  of  Paul,  with 
his  insignificant  person  but  his  might}^  spirit,  with  his  zeal 
and  inspiration,  his  elasticity  and  perseverance,  his  uncon- 
ditional self-surrender  to  his  work.  It  was  he  whose  marvel- 
lous power  and  intensity  of  soul  and  utter  self-sacrifice 
severed  Christianity  from  the  synagogue,  when  without  him 
it  would  have  remained  an  insignificant  or  forgotten  Jewish 
sect ;  it  was  he  who  worked  it  out  into  a  new  principle  of  life 
and  a  new  system  of  religion,  who  proclaimed  and  estab- 
lished it  in  two  continents  with  a  courage,  an  energy,  and  a 
perseverance  that  have  never  been  surpassed.  In  a  word, 
Christianity,  and  therefore  humanity,  owes  an  inestimable 
debt  to  Paul;  and,  except  Jesus,  we  know  of  no  human 
being  who  has  won  and  still  retains,  aHer  so  many  ages,  ao 
influence  like  his. 


Chapter  XII. 

THE  COMMUNITIES  AFTER  THE  DEATH  OF  PAUL. 

Matthsw  XIII.  24-:30,  86-48.  Revelation  ;  Jambs  :  Judb.  Hb- 
BBEWS  ;  C0LO88IAN8.  2  Thessalonians  ;  Matthew  XXIV.  4-41 ;  ^ 
LuKB  XVIII.  1-8;  2  Peter.  1  Peter;  Ephesiamb  ;  2  Timothy; 
T1TU8 ;   1  Timothy  ;   1  John  ;  2  John  ;  3  John. 

JN  making  ready  for  the  kingdom  of  God,  many  perplex- 
ities arise,  such  as  this  parable  ma}'  illustrate :  — 
^^  A  certain  man  had  sown  good  and  pure  seed  upon  his 
land.  But  while  he  was  asleep  his  enemy  came  and  scat- 
tered darnel  seed  all  about  among  the  wheat.  Both  wheat 
and  darnel  grew  up  for  a  time  without  any  one  noticing  the 
difference;  but  when  the  ears  began  to  form,  then  the 
laborers  saw  with  dismay  that  the  wheat  was  all  mixed  with 
the  shabby  darnel-stalks.  So  they  went  to  ask  their  master 
what  it  could  mean,  and  he  replied :  ^  A  hostile  man  has 
done  it.'  Then  they  asked  whether  they  should  not  go  at 
ODoe  and  weed  out  all  the  darnel ;  but  he  checked  their  zoal 
1  Mark  xiiL  5  ff. ;  Luke  zviL  22  ff.,  xxi.  8  ff. 
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and  forbade  them,  because  they  might  so  easily  root  up  the 
^hcat  with  it.  ^  Let  them  both  grow  together,*  he  said,  ^  till 
the  harvest.  Then  I  will  tell  the  reapers  to  pick  out  the 
darnel  before  they  bind  up  the  sheaves,  and  to  make  it  np 
into  bundles  for  the  furnace ;  but  the  corn  they  must  gather 
into  my  barn.' " 

Possibly  this  parable  is  founded  upon  some  simpler  one 
which  Jesus  may  really  have  uttered  as  a  companion  to  that 
of  *'  the  sower."  ^  But  in  its  present  form  it  is  due  to  the 
Jewish-Christians,  and  refers  to  what  they  regarded  as  the 
melancholy  spectacle  of  so  many  members  of  the  Christian 
communities  still  preserving  their  gentile  modes  of  life.  Such 
men  among  the  true  heirs  of  the  Messianic  salvation  were 
like  darnel  among  wheat.^  They  well  knew  that  it  was  all 
the  work  of  "  a  hostile  man,"  who  had  scattered  the  false 
doctrine  of  "lawlessness"  far  and  wide.  Observe  that  this 
expression,  '*  a  hostile  man,"  occurs  elsewhere  in  Jewish- 
Christian  writings,  where  it  is  unmistakably  used  to  designate 
Paul.  And  it  is  doubtless  specially  to  him  that  it  applies 
hfjre  also.'  It  was  he  who  had  planted  the  weeds!  But 
how  could  the  Lord  suffer  such  a  state  of  things  to  continue? 
A  las !  in  many  a  place  the  separation  could  not  be  effected 
ooept  with  great  hurt  to  the  faithful ;  and  before  long,  at  the 
dpy  of  judgment,  the  Lord  would  command  the  angels  to  sift 
oi».t  the  members  of  the  community  who  ate  meat  sacrificed  to 
idols,  or  were  guilty  of  any  other  such  "  abomination  and 
uiicleanness,"  and  consign  them  to  the  place  of  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth.' 

But  when  the  first  Evangelist  took  up  this  parable  into  his 
narrative,  we  see  by  the  interpretation  he  adds  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  its  strongly  anti-Pauline  purpose.  He  simply 
took  it  to  mean  that  the  Church,  by  the  will  of  her  Lord,  must 
suffer  the  wicked  to  remain  among  the  faithful  until  the  last 
judgment.  So  he  says :  '*  The  weeds  are  the  children  of  the 
devil,  and  the  '  enemy  *  is  the  devil  himself." 

Now  when  we  consider  it  rightly,  we  shall  find  in  all  this 
the  brief  epitome  of  the  internal  history  of  the  communities 
after  Paul's  death.  In  the  first  place,  the  parable  itself 
reflects  the  unabated  bitterness  of  the  Jewish-Christians 
against  the  disciples  of  the  Apostle  of  the  gentiles,  together 
with  the  unshaken  hope  of  all  the  believers  alike  in  the 
speedy  and  glorious  return  of  the  Christ.  In  the  next  place, 
Matthew's  interpretation  indicates  the  disappearance  of  these 

1  See  p.  158.  <  See  pp.  585,  586,  101.  <  See  pp.  307,  809. 
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early  disputes/together  with  the  relinquishing  of  the  ideal  of 
a  pure  community,  and  the  design  of  taking  up  and  holding 
together  in  the  Church  good  and  bad  alike ;  all  which  makes 
up  the  old  Catholicism.  These  three  points  then  we  must 
briefly  deal  with  in  succession :  first,  the  continued  atAfe ; 
second,  the  disappointed  expectation  of  the  Christ's  return ; 
third,  the  rise  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Perhaps  Paul's  great  opponent,  James,  had  already  sealed 
his  faith  with  his  blood  before  the  Apostle  of  the  gentiles 
himself.  His  <leath,  it  is  believed,  was  compassed  by  the 
violence  of  the  high  priest  Ananias  ;  for  the  governor  Festus 
died  after  holding  office  but  a  short  time,  and  his  successor, 
Albinus,  did  not  arrive  at  once,  whereupon  the  high  priest 
seized  the  opportunity  of  condemning  certain  persons  at 
Jerusalem  to  be  stoned,  one  of  whom  may  have  been  James 
(63  A.D.).  Another  tradition,  preserved  by  the  oldest  Church 
historian,^  declares  that  James  ^'  the  just"  had  been  brought 
to  the  roof  of  the  temple  in  order  to  deny  the  Crucified  before 
the  people ;  but  that  instead  of  doing  so  he  bore  mighty  wit- 
ness to  his  faith  in  him,  upon  which  he  was  hurled  down  to 
be  stoned  to  death,  and  while  he  was  still  praying  for  Lip 
murderers  was  dispatched  by  a  certain  fuller  (69  a.d.). 

Concerning  Peter  and  John  we  have  nothing  but  uncertain 
and  untrustworthy  traditions.  Peter  is  said  to  have  founded 
the  communities  at  Corinth  and  Rome  ( !),and  even  to  have 
been  bishop  in  the  latter  place  .for  five-and-twent}'  years  (  !), 
and  to  have  met  a  martyr's  death  there.  John  is  said  to  have 
taken  up  his  abode  in  Asia  Minor,  especially  at  Ephesuii ; 
there  to  have  composed  the  Gospel,  the  three  letters,  and 
the  Apocalypse  (Revelation),  which  bear  his  name,  to  have 
outlived  the  persecution  of  the  emperor  Domitian  (between 
81  A.D.  and  96  a.d.),  and  to  have  died,  or  at  least  fallen 
asleep,'  at  an  extremely  advanced  age.  All  this  rests  upon 
loose  foundations  or  upon  none  at  all,  and  is  partl^^  contra- 
dicted by  the  oldest  accounts.  All  the  Apostles  disappear 
without  a  trace. 

But  though  the  heads  of  the  primitive  community  and  all 
the  first  generation  of  Jewish-Christians  had  left  the  stage, 
together  with  the  Apostle  of  the  heathen,  yet  their  followers, 
who  generallj'  adopted  their  names  and  are  therefore  person- 
ally unknown  to  us,  continued  the  strife.  Still  keeping  with- 
in the  limits  of  New  Testament  literature,  we  pass  over  the 
^  See  p.  5i5.  «  See  chap.  xiii.  p.  666. 
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spiteful  stories  preserved  elsewhere  which  were  circulated 
against  Paul,  together  with  the  elaborate  fiction  of  a  sustained 
personal  conflict  between  him  and  Peter,  who  is  said  to  have 
followed  him  to  Rome  and  overcome  him  there.^  Nor  shall 
we  dwell  on  the  unfavorable  attitude  adopted  towards  Paul  by 
renowned  and  influential  Christian  writers  of  the  second  cen- 
tury. But  we  have  already  given  several  examples  of  hostile 
atterances  preserved  in  the  Gospels  and  Acts,*  and  will  now 
consider  two  productions,  emanating  respectively  from  the  ex- 
treme and  the  moderate  Jewish-Christian  schools,  —  namelj-, 
the  Revelation  (or  Apocal3'pse) ,  and  the  epistle  of  James. 

In  the  Revelation  we  have  the  thoughts  of  a  Jewish- 
Christian  of  Asia  Minor,  who  may  very  weU  have  been  one 
of  Paul's  Ephesian  opponents.  This  extraordinarj'  work,  to 
which  we  shall  presently  return,  was  composed  some  four  and 
a  half  years  after  Paul's  death,  and  contains  a  description  of 
the  immediate  future  and  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  addressed 
to  the  seven  communities  of  Ephesus,  Smyrna,  Pergamas, 
Th3'atira,  Sard  is,  Philadelphia,  and  Laodicea.  The  {position 
taken  by  the  author  is  highty  noteworthy,  especiall}'  as  he 
represents  a  powerful  section  of  the  believers.  Though  he 
lays  chief  stress  upon  the  moral  requirements  of  the  Law, 
and  does  not  expressly  maintain  circumcision  or  sacrifice, 
he  nevertheless  remains  a  thorough  Jew.  In  spite  of  the 
imposing  titles  which  he  lavishes  upon  Jesus,  who  is  soon 
to  return  to  earth,  he  still  makes  him  essentially  the  Jewish 
Messiah;  Jerusalem  is  still  the  centre  of  the  kingdom  of 
God ;  the  Messianic  salvation  is  still  the  heritage  of  the  be- 
lieving Israel,  to  be  shared  by  the  believing  gentiles  only  on 
condition  of  their  incorporation  with  Israel,  and  even  then 
only  on  the  inferior  footing  of  proselytes.  Rome,  who  op- 
presses Israel,  who  sheds  the  blood  of  the  believers  in  Jesus, 
our  author  regards  as  the  seat  of  Satan's  empire.  Every  tiling 
gentOe,  and  all  that  indicates  the  least  tendency  or  inclination 
towards  gentile  practices,  he  holds  an  abomination ;  the  Jew- 
ish regulations  as  to  food  and  cleanliness  he  regards  as  still 
binding.  As  a  matter  of  course  he  exalts  the  Twelve  to  the 
utmost,  and  most  emphatically  denies  the  title  of  Apostle  to 
Paul  and  his  fellow-laborers,  —  none  of  whom  he  mentions 
b}'  name,  however.  He  brands  with  infamy  Paul's  precept 
to  obey  the  heathen  magistracy  as  God's  servant,  and  in 
general  launches  into  the  most  violent  attacks  upon  his 
doctrine  and  his  followers. 

1  Compare  p.  61S.  *  See  pp.  583  ff.,  617,  307,  308. 
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We  notice  all  this  more  especially  in  the  introduction, 
which  consists  of  seven  letters  addressed  bj'  the  glorified 
Christ  to  the  seven  communities  above  named,  and  from 
which  we  gather  what  was  their  internal  condition  at  the 
time.  We  notice  at  once  that  in  the  ten  years  since  Paul's 
labors  in  this  region  had  closed,  orthodoxy  had  made  rapid 
strides  and  had  won  over  manj'  of  his  converts.  This  was 
especially  true  of  Ephesus  itself,  where  the  community  is 
commended  by  our  author  for  rejecting  and  hating  the  false 
apostles  and  their  followers.  But  we  also  learn  that  this 
same  brotherhood  had  greatly  fallen  off  in  love,  in  moral 
purity,  and  in  Christian  zeal.  So,  too,  Laodicea  and  Sardis 
are  reproached  as  unendurably  lukewarm  and  dead-alive. 
Pergamus  and  Thyatira,  on  the  other  hand,  are  severely 
rebuked  because  many  of  the  brethren  in  these  places  zeal- 
ously- upheld  and  practised  Pauline  principles ;  but  the  author 
admits  that  this  detestable  laxit}' was  combined  with  steadfast 
faith  and  warm  love.  So,  too,  he  praises  and  encourages  the 
little  community  of  Philadelphia  and  that  of  Smyrna  for  their 
perseverance. 

If  we  ask  what  it  was  in  the  Pauline  doctrines  that  es- 
pecially shocked  him,  we  find  that  he  loathed  them  as  teach* 
ing  the  believers  to  eat  meat  offered  to  idols,  and  to  practise 
inchastity.  As  to  the  first  point,  we  may  remember  that 
Paul  declared  the  practice  in  question  a  matter  of  no  conse- 
quence and  quite  permissible  so  long  as  it  was  not  allowed  to 
tempt  the  weaker  brethren  into  sin.  The  second  reproach  is 
aimed  at  marriages  forbidden  by  the  Jewish  law,  especially 
marriages  with  heathen.  Paul  on  his  side  had  expressly  for- 
bidden the  Christian  husband  or  wife  to  seek  a  divorce  from 
a  heathen  consort.*  In  a  word,  Paulinism,  which  was  very 
likely  driven  to  one-sided  exaggerations  at  this  time  by  some 
of  the  zealous  preachers  of  enlightenment,  was  regarded  by 
our  author  as  contamiuation  with  heathenism,  and  he  there- 
fore denounces  it  as  the  doctrine  of  Balaam,  or  of  the  *'  Nico- 
laitans  "  (i.  e.  destroyers  of  the  people  of  the  Lord) ,  or  as  the 
seduction  of  Jezebel.*  Nay,  if  the  Pauline  Christians  averred 
with  their  Apostle  that  they  knew  '^  the  depths  of  the  Deity  " 
in  the  counsel  for  the  world's  redemption,  our  writer  cried  in 
answer :  '*  They  are  the  depths  of  Satan !  " '  It  could  hardly 
go  further  than  this  ! 

i  1  Corinthians  vii.  12  ft. ;  see  pp.  554-557;  vol.  ii.  pp.  4S0,  481,  603 

2  See  vol.  ii.  pp.  208,  112,  135. 

<  Revelation  li.  24;  compare  1  Corinthiann  ii.  10. 
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Far  different  is  the  spirit  of  a  certain  letter  written  some 
twenty  years  or  more  after  the  fall  of  Jerusalem,  in  the  name 
of  James,  the  head  of  the  primitive  community.  It  was  ad- 
dressed by  a  believing  Grecian  Jew  to  "  Israel  in  the  disper- 
sion" (t.  e.,  to  the  Jewish-Christians  out  of  Palestine),  and 
was  probably  sent  to  Alexandria.  In  this  letter  Paalinism  is 
combated  with  much  greater  calmness,  but  with  equal  direct- 
ness ;  and  perhaps  this  little  work  is  better  calculated  than 
any  thing  else  to  lessen  or  remove  the  prejudice  with  which 
we  involuntarily  regard  the  opponents  of  the  Apostle  of  the 
gentiles.*  For  here  we  see  a  truly  earnest,  gifted,  and  noble 
nature  entering  the  lists  against  Paul,  on  behalf  of  what 
seemed  to  be  threatened  morality.  The  writer's  purpose  is 
partly  to  encourage  the  community  to  which  he  writes  under 
its  sufferings,  by  pointing  it  to  the  hope  that  God  will  soon 
appear  and  establish  His  kingdom,  but  3'et  more  to  correct 
its  worldliness  and  contentiousness.  The  believers  were  fbr 
ever  disputing  about  religious  problems.  Perhaps  one  or 
more  Pauline  Christians  had  recently  come  over  and  intro- 
duced the  brethren  to  their  doctrines  and  to  some  of  their 
master's  epistles,  and,  while  rejected  by  the  majority,  were 
not  without  determined  supporters.  Upon  this  our  author,  a 
moderate  man,  averse  to  all  contention,  comes  forwaixi.  Re- 
garding all  external  precepts  and  ceremonial  laws  as  having 
lapsed,  and  the  distinction  between  Jew  and  gentile  as  having 
fallen  with  them,  he  insists  with  the  utmost  rigor  upon  the 
moral  precepts  of  the  Law,  and  makes  a  powerful  attack 
upon  Paul's  central  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  alone. 
He  knew  very  well  whom  he  was  attacking ;  for  he  illustrates 
the  doctrine  in  question  b}'  expressions  and  examples  bor- 
rowed from  the  epistles  to  the  Romans  and  to  the  Hebrews ; 
but  nevertheless  he  declares  that  any  one  who  preaches  this 
doctrine  is  a  mere  trifler,  —  for  unless  faith  is  supplemented 
by  works  it  is  dead.  The  fact  is  that  he  was  far  from  having 
reached  any  such  profound  conception  of  the  nature  of  faith 
as  Paul  entertained,  nor  had  he  reallj'  recognized  the  new 
principle  of  life  in  Christianity.  Indeed,  Paul's  profundity 
of  thought  and  intensity  of  emotional  life  brought  him  to  a 
position  too  high  for  our  author  and  the  great  majority  of  the 
believers  to  comprehend  or  attain  to.  The  writer  of  this 
epistle  was  eminently  practical,  and  he  still  felt  the  need  of 
law,  Christianitj^  itself  was  to  him  a  law  to  guide  and  con- 
trol our  lives.  He  therefore  still  held  by  the  Jewish-Christian 
principle. 

I  See  pp.  546,  547. 
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Hei«  we  ma}"  give  the  epistle  of  Jude  a  passing  notice,  for 
it  too  18  of  Jewish-Christian  origin.  It  gives  itself  out  as 
written  by  the  brother  of  James  (and  Jesus) ,  but  is  really  of 
much  later  date.  It  is  quite  a  short  production  and  seems 
to  be  directed  against  a  degenerate  and  one-sided  form  of 
Paulinism  which  pushed  an  exaggerated  Christian  freedom 
into  the  region  of  license.  A  host  of  sins  are  laid  to  the 
charge  of  its  advocates,  and  divine  judgment,  illustrated  by 
examples  from  the  Old  Testament  and  a  quotation  from  the 
apocryphal  book  of  Enoch,  is  denounced  against  them.  The 
readers  of  the  letter  arc  urged  to  reflect  upon  the  former  warn- 
ings of  the  Apostles,  and  so  to  beware  of  false  teachers,  and 
to  rescue  their  victims  from  them. 

But  now  let  us  review  some  of  the  writings  that  issued  from 
the  other  side  in  support  of  Paulinism.  One  of  these,  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  we  just  now  referred  to.  We  have 
already  seen  from  scattered  traces  in  the  Gospels  that  the 
Apostle  of  the  gentiles  was  by  no  means  without  warm  sup- 
porters, who  were  zealous  in  defending  his  person  and  his 
principles.^  Now  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  is  a  treatise 
which  seems  to  have  been  written  after  the  destruction  of  the 
temple,  but  before  the  epistle  of  James,  and  was  addressed 
to  Jewish-Christians  who  were  in  danger  of  being  drawn  back 
into  Judaism  by  their  excessive  veneration  for  the  Mosaic 
ritual.  The  author  was  evidently  versed  in  the  Alexandrian 
philosophy,^  and  this  has  given  rise  to  the  idea  that  he  may 
have  been  Apollos.  His  conception  of  the  economy  of  things 
is  highly  characteristic.  To  him  the  Jewish  religion  is  noth- 
ing but  a  faint  copy  or  shadow  of  the  dispensation  and  the 
blessings  of  salvation,  which  have  existed  from  eternity  with 
God,  and  are  now  imparted  to  or  realized  in  Christianity,  or 
rather  will  be  when  Jesus  returns  and  perfects  the  kingdom 
of  God.  Herewith  of  course  the  shadow  or  copy  loses  all 
right  of  existence.  All  the  ritual  and  all  the  historj-  of  the 
Old  Testament  seiTcd  simply  as  types  to  announce  and  fore- 
shadow the  new  dispensation.  Christ  is  tj'pified  by  the  high 
priest ;  his  work,  by  the  sacrifice  of  atonement  for  the  people  ; 
the  Christian  life  of  faith,  by  the  priesthood  ;  the  fruits  of  faith, 
by  the  sacrifices ;  the  blessedness  to  come,  by  the  rest  of  the 
Sabbath ;  the  Christian  community,  by  the  people  of  God ; 
the  salvation  held  out  to  them,  by  access  to  the  holy  of  holies ; 
and  entrance  into  the  heavenl}'  Jerusalem,  by  the  inheritance 
of  the  Holy  Land.     Thus  the  Levitical  priesthood,  the  sao- 

1  See  pp.  542,  543,  583  ff.,  309  £E.  <  See  pp.  7,  28,  96. 
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rificial  ordinances,  and  all  the  types  and  forcubadowin^^ 
together  are  now  annulled.  Christianity  takes  its  ova 
stand,  not  only  in  independence  of  Judaism,  but  in  infinite 
^.xaltation  above  it. 

The  epistle  to  the  Colossians  is  similar  in  tone.  It  may  be 
partiall}-  founded  upon  some  writing  of  Paul,  but  as  it  stands 
it  was  certainly  drawn  up  some  years  after  ^his  death.  It  is 
directed  against  certain  doctrines  which  were  spreading 
among  the  gentile-Christian  communities  in  Phrjgia.  The 
school  from  which  the}'  emanated  united  the  abstinence  of 
the  Essenes  to  extravagant  speculations  as  to  the  Godhead 
and  the  spirit  world,  and  was  thus  related  at  once  to  the 
severest  Jewish-Christianity  and  to  later  forms  of  Orientiil 
heresy.  The  author  of  Colossians,  like  the  writer  of  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  is  at  once  a  disciple  of  Paul  and  of 
the  Alexandrian  philosophy,  and  he  teaches  that  the  truth 
and  the  salvation  which  alwa3's  existed  with  God  have  been 
imparted  to  us  in  Christ.  In  him  the  fulness  of  the  Deity  is 
revealed,  and  in  him  the  absolute  redemption,  the  atonement 
that  embraces  all  the  univerac,  is  accomplished.  Christianity 
is  the  perfect  religion,  and  gives  perfect  satisfaction  to  every 
want. 

By  and  b}',  when  we  come  to  speak  of  the  CatholieOhurch, 
we  shall  refer  to  a  few  more  of  the  literary  productions  of  the 
liberal  part}- ;  but  we  have  already  traced  the  main  lines  at 
least  of  the  attack  and  defence  of  Paulinism,  and  shall  there- 
fore go  on  at  once  to  open  another  page  of  the  early  history 
of  post-apostolic  Christianit}'. 

The  points  we  have  just  touched  upon  make  it  all  the  more 
necessary*  for  us  to  bear  in  mind  that  Jesus,  the  Apostles,  and 
in  a  certain  sense  even  Paul  never  intended  to  found  a  new 
religion.  Their  puipose  was  to  enrol  the  citizens  of  the  king- 
dom of  God,  and  thus  prepare  for  and  hasten  the  dawn  of  the 
Golden  Age.  We  have  seen  how  Jesus  adopted  the  expecta- 
tion of  Israel,  how  he  purified  it  from  the  blots  that  disfigiiretl 
it,  and  how  he  himself  undertook  the  chief  burden  of  realizing 
it.  When  he  died,  the  hopes  of  his  disciples,  who  had  greeted 
him  as  the  Messiah,  were  for  the  moment  dashed  to  the 
ground,  but  they  soon  revived  in  connection  with  the  belief 
in  his  resun-ection.  Whatever  differences  there  ma}'  have 
been  between  the  Twelve  and  Paul,  they  were  completely  at 
one  in  the  hope  that  the  glorified  Master  would  soon  retarn 
iVom  his  temporar}'  abode  and  would  bring  the  kingdom  of 
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G-oJ  to  earth.  This  hope  was  the  main-spring  of  their  work, 
the  secret  of  their  energy  and  perseverance  ;  nay,  it  was  their 
very  life  !  This  hope  was  the  substance  of  the  preaching  of 
Christ  among  ail  parties  alike ;  it  was  the  great  motive  to 
repentance  in  Jew  and  Gentile;' it  was  the  entrancing  pros- 
pect held  out  to  all  the  faithful.  "  Maranatha  I"  —  the  Lord 
comes  —  bursts  as  a  cry  of  tiiumph  from  every  page  of  the 
apostolic  literature.^ 

We  have  already  heard  from  Paul  himself  some  of  the 
details  of  the  glorious  future  as  he  conceived  it.  From  his 
doctrine  that  the  flesh  was  the  origin  and  seat  of  sin,  it  fol- 
lowed that  it  must  be  annihilated  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  In 
a  moment  of  time,  when  the  trumpet  sounded  for  the  judg- 
ment of  the  world  and  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  in  immor- 
tJility,  the  living  would  be  overspread  with  a  spiritual  frame 
like  that  of  the  Christ,  presei-ved  for  them  in  heaven  till  then, 
^  hich  would  supersede  and  utterly  destroy  their  earthly  body. 
This  was  the  full  redemption !  Then  would  the  sons  of  God 
be  glorified  indeed,  and  finally  Nature  herself  would  be  freed 
from  the  curse  that  pressed  upon  her  because  of  the  sin  of 
Mian,  and  would  be  likewise  glorified.  For  after  the  resur- 
niction  all  rebellious  powers  would  be  subdued  and  death 
it  self  destroyed,  and  then  the  Christ  would  give  up  the  king- 
dom to  the  Father,  that  God  might  be  all  in  all  men.^ 

We  have  also  seen  that  at  the  close  of  his  life  the  Apostle 
B  >metimes  thought  of  the  possibility  of  his  dying  before  this 
time  should  come.  Now  since  he  as  a  martyr  would  not 
have  to  descend  into  the  shadow-land,  this  thought  brought 
no  i^erplexity  to  him  personally ;  but  it  is  only  natural  that 
in  the  course  of  time  many  of  the  faithful  should  have  grown 
impatient  or  downcast  when  the  Christ  did  not  return.  An 
Indication  of  this  ma}'  be  found  in  the  so-called  second  epistle 
to  the  Thessalonians,  which  oddly  enough  attempts  to  estab- 
lish its  own  authenticity  by  warning  its  readers  against  forged 
epistles.^  This  letter  begins  by  describing  how  the  Clmst 
will  come  as  judge,  with  glorious  rewards  and  fearful  chas- 
tisements ;  but  its  special  design  is  to  relieve  the  strain  of 
expectancy,  and  to  point  out  by  all  manner  of  m3'sterious 
hints  the  reason  of  the  delay.     Wickedness  must  first  reach 

1  See  pp.  573,  600,  604,  607,  608,  640;  also  447,  448,  482,  488,  489,  482,  405, 
667.  569,  670,  57J,  €<#ej. 

'i  Romans  viii.  18  if. ;  1  Corinthians  zv.  2^28,  50-54 ;  2  Corinthians  ▼.  1  ff.f 
f  hilippians  UL  20,  21,  et  4eq, 

^  2  Thessalonians  ii.  2. 
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its  culmination,  and  the  grewsome  foe  must  come  who  wili 
pat  himself  in  the  place  of  God  and  do  miracles  in  the  power 
of  Satan.  But  as  yet  he  is  held  back,  and  hence  this  delay. 
So  the  believers  must  wait  in  quiet  trust. 

We  shall  presently  meet  with  this  foe  or  Antichrist  again. 
Meanwhile  we  may  observe,  in  explanation  of  what  is  yet  to 
come  no  less  than  what  we  have  just  noted,  that  there  were 
other  causes  besides  natural   impatience   which  helped   to 
plunge  the  Christians  into  all  manner  of  speculations  &s  to 
the  future.     They  may  be  found  in  the  special  circumstances 
of  the  times,  which  are  referred  to  in  the  vague  hints  just 
quoted.     The  hideous  reign  of  Nero  with  his  fearful  persecu- 
tion  of  the  believers,  the  strained  position  of  affairs  after  his 
death,  the  insurrection  of  the  Jewish  people,  and  much  more 
besides,  combined  to  inflame  the  imagination  with  visions  of 
the  speed}^  end  of  the  world.    We  have  still  two  writings  in  the 
New  Testament  which  date  from  this  period.     Both  of  tliem 
belong  to  the  apocalyptic  literature,  —  that  is  to  say  they  profess 
to  lift  the  veil  from  the  future ;  they  imitate  the  prophetic 
writings  (especially  the  visions)  in  form,  and  in  substance 
contain  a  forecast  of  the   immediate  ftiture,  based  on  the 
application  of  ancient  oracles  to  the  circumstances  of  the  day, 
and  painted  in  glowing  colors.^    One  of  these  two  writings 
is  the  fugitive  piece  incorporated,  with  some  modifications, 
among  the  latest  utterances  of  Jesus,  in  the  first  three  Gos- 
pels.    It  declares  that  after  terrible  wars,  famine,  pestilence, 
and  earthquake,  with'a  universal  persecution  of  the  Christians 
and  finally  one  special  event  of  unutterable  horror,  the  Christ 
will  come  again  in  great  glory  amidst  terrific  signs  in  heaven.' 
There  is  an  obvious  reference  to  the  Jewish  war  in  all  this. 
The  Christians  are  told  to  flee  to  the  mountain-land.    But 
whether  the  original  work  really  hinted  at  the  fall  of  the  peo- 
ple, of  the  citj^  and  of  the  temple,  —  all  which  we  find  pre- 
dicted and  described  in  the  latest  additions,  —  it  is  impossible 
for  us  to  say.*    The  other  apocalyptic  work  to  which  we  re- 
ferred is  the  Revelation,  written  at  the  end  of  68  a.d.,  or  in 
January  69  a.d.,  some  months  after  the  death  of  Nero,  and 
given  out  under  the  name  of  John,  or  at  any  rate  as  the  book 
of  his  visions,  in  which  the  Lord  is  represented  as  having 
revealed  to  him  on  the  island  of  Patmos  the  approaching 
triumph  of  God's  kingdom  over  hostile  powers.    The  Apostle 

1  See  p.  401 ;  and  vol.  ti.  pp.  B&6  ff. 

*  Matthew  xxiv.  4  ff.  (Mark  xiii.  5  fF. ;  Luke  xvii.  32  ff.,  xxi.  8  ff.) ;  tee  p  40& 

«  Lakezzi.20,  24. 
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John,  however,  had  in  all  probability  nothing  to  do  with  this 
book.     Let  as  see  what  it  contains. 

First,  as  an  introduction,  the  Christ  appears  and  dictates 
the  seven  letters  of  which  we  spoke  just  now.  Then  the  seer 
looks  up  into  heaven  where  God  sits  on  the  throne  of  his 
glory,  with  the  book  of  the  future  in  his  hand,  sealed  with 
seven  seals.  Who  is  worthj^  to  break  them  ?  None  but  he 
who  was  slain  like  a  lamb  to  found  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Endowed  with  God's  power  and  wisdom  this  Lamb  takes  the 
roll,  and  while  heaven  rings  with  a  hymn  of  praise  to  him  he 
breaks  the  seven  seals  one  after  the  other.  As  the  seals  are 
broken,  the  scenes  of  the  immediate  past  and  the  future  pass 
before  our  eyes.  As  the  first  four  are  broken,  the  Conqueror 
(that  is  the  Roman  Empire)  marches  forth  upon  the  earth, 
followed  by  War,  Famine,  and  Death,  laying  all  things  waste. 
When  the  fifth  seal  is  broken,  the  victims  of  the  persecution 
of  64  A.D.  cry  out  for  vengeance;  but  they  must  still  be 
patient  for  a  little  while,  till  the  numlier  of  the  martyrs  is  com- 
plete. Wlien  the  sixth  seal  is  broken,  terrific  natural  phe- 
nomena take  place,  as  awful  messengers  of  the  judgment. 
This  is  the  prelude. 

The  catastrophe  is  still  delayed  for  a  little  while  in  order 
that  the  chosen  ones  —  twelve  thousand  from  each  of  the 
tiibes  of  Israel,  and  a  countless  multitude  from  the  heathen 
—  may  be  taken  under  God's  faithful  protection  against  the 
coming  oppression.  Then,  amid  strained  expectation,  the 
last  seal  is  opened.  The  seven  archangels  come  forward  with 
trumpets,  and  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  the  saints  the  judg- 
ment is  proclaimed.  As  the  first  five  trumpets  sound  in  suc- 
cession, desolating  phenomena  of  Nature  take  place.  When 
the  sixth  trumpet  sounds,  a  numerous  army  advances  from  the 
East.  This  is  the  Parthian  invasion  which  was  expected. 
But  those  who  have  not  perished  amidst  all  these  plagues  still 
remain  as  godless  as  ever.  A  great  angel  now  swears  that 
the  judgment  is  coming  without  delay.  Jerusalem  is  trodden 
under  foot  by  the  Romans  for  three  years  and  a  half,  the 
temple  alone  being  spared,  during  all  which  time  two  witnes- 
ses of  God  are  preaching  as  Moses  and  Elijah.  Then  they 
are  killed  by  the  Antichrist,  but  after  three-and-a-half  days 
are  taken  up  to  heaven ;  upon  which  the  remnant  of  Israel  is 
converted. 

The  seventh  angel  now  blows  the  trumpet,  as  a  sign  that 
the  end  is  come.  A  woman  (the  true  Israel)  is  chased  from 
heaven  by  the  dragon  Satan,  and  when  her  child  (the  Mes- 
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6iah)  has  been  taken  up  by  God,  she  escapes  to  the  wilder- 
ness (thp  Christian  community  retires  to  Pella,  beyond  the 
Jordan,  a.  the  siege  of  Jerusalem) .  Satan,  cast  down  from 
heaven,  continues  his  persecutions.  He  gives  his  ix)wer  to  a 
monster  with  seven  heads  that  rises  out  of  the  sea,  and  is 
worshipped  by  all  the  world  (the  Roman  Empire,  with  its 
seven  Csssars  from  Julius  to  Galba).  One  of  these  seven 
heads  is  mortally  wounded,  but  aftcrwai*ds  is  healed  (Nero, 
who  was  supposed  not  to  be  really  dead,  but  to  have  escaped 
to  Parthia,  whence  he  would  ere  long  return) .  This  monster, 
Nero,  whose  name  is  given  in  figures,^  is  the  Antichrist. 
Another  monster  who  is  in  his  service  represents  the  lying 
prophets,  who  enjoin,  among  other  abominations,  strict  obe- 
dience to  the  authorities,  even  should  they  be  heathen.  The 
Lamb,  the  Christ,  sets  himself  with  his  saints  against  both 
these  monsters  on  Mount  Sion.  An  angel  proclaims  the  gos- 
pel over  all  the  earth ;  another  announces  the  fall  of  Rome  ; 
a  third  utters  a  last  warning  before  the  judgment. 

Then  comes  the  end !  Once  more  seven  visions  pass  be- 
fore us.  Seven  angels  advance  with  the  seven  vessels  of 
God's  wrath,  from  which  none  but  the  chosen  are  exempt. 
As  they  pour  them  out,  one  by  one,  seven  plagues  burst  upon 
the  impenitent  world  as  judgments  of  God.  Meanwhile  Nero 
is  hatching  his  evil  plots  among  the  Parthians.  Rome,  the 
City  of  the  Seven  Hills,  appears  in  all  her  glorj^  as  a  woman 
riding  upon  the  monster,  Nero,  and  wages  war  against  the 
Lamb.  The  monster  and  his  ten  commanders  themselves 
give  over  the  capital  of  the  world  to  destruction.  Its  fall  is 
celebrated  with  triumph  in  heaven,  but  bewailed  by  the 
heathen  on  earth.  Now  the  Christ  comes  to  the  battle  with 
his  war-hosts,  vanquishes  both  the  monsters  and  hurls  them 
into  the  pool  of  fire;  vanquishes  Satan  and  binds  him  for 
a  thousand  years  in  the  abyss.  For  these  thousand  years 
the  martyrs  and  the  faithful  reign  upon  earth  with  the 
Christ. 

After  this,  Satan  is  released  again  and  brings  the  barbarians 
of  the  North  against  the  community,  but  is  then  subdued  for 
ever.  Then  all  the  dead  rise  up  and  are  judged  according  to 
their  works.  A  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  replace  the  old ; 
and  the  new  Jerusalem  descends,  more  beauteous  than  tongue 
can  say  or  heart  conceive,  the  seat  of  spotless  sanctity  and 
undisturbed  delight.  This  is  the  perfected  kingdom  of  God, 
whence  pain  and  death  and  sin  are  banished ;  it  is  the  dwell* 
1  ReveUtion  xiii.  18. 
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Ing  of  God  with  men,  the  imperishable  state  of  perfect  glory 
aud  blessedness. 

At  the  end  of  his  book  the  seer  still  repeats  the  glowing 
assurance  that  the  time  is  very  near  at  hand,  and  the  Christ 
is  coming  speedily.  He  had  repeatedly  laid  down  half  a  week 
of  years  as  the  limit.*  Think  under  what  a  growing  strain  of 
expectation  he  himself,  his  friends,  and  the  readers  of  his 
book  must  have  lived  from  day  to  day  I  Was  it  possible  that 
his  reckoning  should  fail,  and  the  promise  and  the  hope  ':ie 
put  to  shame  ? 

We  know  how  completely  these  expectations  were  disap- 
pointed. Jerusalem,  where  the  temple  at  least  was  never  to 
be  violated,  fell  utterly,  and  the  sanctuary  was  laid  lo^.  never 
to  rise  again ;  while  Rome,  instead  of  being  turned  to  a  desert, 
still  held  her  rank  and  fame.  Nero,  the  Antichrist,  was  dead 
and  never  returned  to  life ;  but  neither  did  the  Christ  come 
back  to  eaith.  The  martjTS  were  not  avenged,  but  fresh  per- 
secutions awaited  the  faithful.  The  kingdom  of  Satan  held 
its  own,  and  the  kingdom  of  God  came  not. 

Words  cannot  tell  the  full  measure  of  this  disappointment. 
It  was  not  confined  to  the  author  of  Revelation,  who  had 
imagined  he  could  fix  the  very  moment.  It  was  not  confined 
to  those  Jewish-Christians  who  had  gazed  with  him  upon  the 
breathless  conflict  between  their  countrjTnen  and  the  Roman 
colossus,  who  like  him  had  conceived  it  impossible  that  the 
only  temple  of  the  true  God  upon  earth  should  be  suffered  to 
fall  in  ruins ;  who  had  been  heart  and  soul  with  the  Jews  in 
their  struggle,  and  had  expected  to  the  ver}'  last  moment  a 
joyous  end,  perhaps  the  kingdom  of  God  itself.  No !  it  was 
not  confined  to  them  ;  for  all  the  Christians  alike  grew  sick  at 
heart  when  year  after  year  passed  b}-  and  still  saw  that  prom- 
ise unfblfilled  which  had  been  held  before  them  from  the  very 
hour  when  they  first  believed,  and  had  ever  since  been  re- 
peated and  yet  again  repeated,  as  we  saw  from  the  epistle  to 
the  Hebrews  and  the  epistle  of  James.  And  now  the  pressure 
of  the  evil  times  weighed  heavier  and  heavier  upon  them,  the 
prospect  of  deliverance  held  out  to  them  had  failed,  the  whole 
generation  of  the  first  believers  had  died  out,  and  he  who 
was  surelj'  to  have  come  before  that  time  in  all  his  glory  *  still 
delayed.  Alas !  the  communit3%  bereft  of  her  Lord  and  Head, 
was  like  a  poor  widow,  —  the  helpless  victim  of  violence  and 
oppression,  seeking  protection  and  redress  from  the  ruler  of 

1  See  vol.  ii.  p.  562. 

s  S<ie,  for  example,  Matthew  xtI.  27,  28. 
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all  the  earth,  and  seeking  in  vain.  What  was  she  to  do? 
She  could  but  persevere,  with  indomitable  resolution,  in  pray- 
ing, uiging,  pleading,  beseeching,  and  hoping.  Even  on  eaith 
the  most  inhuman  judge  would  yield  to  such  persistency ! 

It  was  in  those  days  that  the  following  story  ^  was  put  into 
the  mouth  of  Jesus : — 

In  a  certain  city  there  lived  a  judge  who  cared  for  neither  (Jod 
nor  man.  And  there  was  also  a  certain  widow  there  who  came 
to  him  to  tell  him  of  her  wrongs,  and  besought  him  to  give 
her  justice  and  to  punish  her  oppressors.  For  a  long  time  he 
would  not ;  but  still  she  persevered,  and  came  to  him  every 
morning  with  her  appeal.  At  last  he  thought,  ''  Though  I  do 
it  neither  for  God's  sake  nor  man's,  yet  I  must  redress  this 
widow's  wrongs,  or  she  will  fall  upon  me  at  last  in  frenzy." 
Even  the  unrighteous  would  do  thus ;  and  shall  God  refuse 
to  hear  his  chosen  ones  who  cry  to  him  day  and  night?  Must 
they  still  wait  for  justice  ?  Naj',  surel}'  He  will  speedily  re- 
dress their  wrongs !  But  when  the  Son  of  Man  comes,  will 
he  find  faith  on  the  earth  ? 

We  can  understand  this  metaphor,  this  reiterated  assur- 
ance, this  mournful  and  doubting  question  at  the  end! 
Meanwhile  it  was  inevitable  that  many  should  grow  weaiy 
at  last  of  their  unanswered  prayers  and  disappointed  hopes. 
And  that  they  really  did  so  is  shown  in  one  of  the  latest  of 
the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  the  second  epistle  of  Peter. 
It  is  to  some  extent  imitated  from  the  epistle  of  Jude,  and 
was  written  some  time  after  150  a.  d.,  to  confute  certain  false 
teachers,  who  abused  their  Christian  freedom,  and  at  the 
same  time  cried  in  mockery:  ^' What  has  become  of  the 
promise  of  Chnst's  return  ?  Our  fathers  before  us  hoped  for 
it,  —  and  are  dead.  Every  thing  goes  on  just  the  same  I  ** 
How  does  the  writer  i*efute  them?  He  declares  that  the 
promise  is  certain,  and  refera  in  confirmation  to  the  trans- 
figuration on  the  mount,^  and  to  the  ancient  oracles.  The 
day  of  judgment  will  surelj^  come,  and  the  heaven  and  earth 
that  now  are  will  then  be  destroyed  with  fire.  But  God,  to 
whom  a  thousand  years  are  as  a  single  day,  is  long-sutfering 
towards  the  Christians ;  for  He  would  not  have  any  perish, 
but  would  have  them  all  to  be  converted  before  the  end. 

This  subterfuge  certainly  satisfied  none  who  were  not  al- 
ready determined  to  be  convinced.  But  hope  is  tenacioufl 
of  fife. 

1  Luke  XYiiL  1^  s  See  pp.  SOS  ft. 
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• 

We  have  now  glanced  at  the  continued  divisions  and  the 
disappointed  hopes  of  apostolic  Christianity. 

Some  means  of  pacifying  both  the  party  spirit  and  the 
frnstrated  anticipations  must  be  hit  upon.  Faith  and  hope 
alike  were  under  a  strain  they  could  not  bear.  The  continued 
existence  and  the  growing  strength  of  the  communities,  to- 
gether with  the  natural  tendency  of  the  faithful  to  enter  into 
united  relations  with  one  another,  called  aloud  for  the  sup- 
pression of  this  conflict  of  parties  ;  and  the  necessity  was  no 
less  pressing  for  some  relief  from  the  constant  strain  of  ex- 
pectation, and  a  return  to  some  settled  order  of  life.  This 
twofold  want  was  met  by  the  old  Catholic  Church,  but  greatly 
at  the  cost  of  faith  and  hope  alike. 

In  the  middle  of  the  second  century,  and  for  a  long  time 
afterwards,  we  find  a  numerous  party,  both  in  Italy  and  in 
the  £ast,  claiming  with  a  certain  right  to  represent  the  gen- 
uine followers  of  Paul,  though  adding  to  the  Apostle's  doc- 
trines  certain  subtle  speculations  quite  foreign  to  Christianity, 
as  to  th^  nature  of  the  Deity,  revelation,  creation,  the  Old 
Testament,  and  the  person  of  Jesus.  The  head  of  this  sect 
was  Marcion,  the  fiery  opponent  of  every  trace  of  Judaism  or 
Jewish-Christianity  in  the  community.  He  and  his  followers 
recognized  the  authority  of  Paul  alone,  to  the  exclusion  of 
that  of  the  Twelve  Jewish  Apostles ;  as  authentic  documents 
of  Christianity  they  accepted  nothing  but  the  gospel  of  Luke, 
here  and  there  modified  or  condensed,  and  ten  Pauline  epis- 
tles; and  they  exaggerate  the  contrast  between  Law  and 
gospel,  between  Israelitish  and  Christian  religion,  into  an 
absolute  contradiction.^ 

At  the  opposite  extreme  stood  the  Ebionites,  both  at  Rome 
and  in  Syria  and  Palestine.  They  were  the  real  old-fash- 
ioned Jewish-Christians,  the  genuine  sons  of  the  primitive 
community.  For  themselves  they  held  to  circumcision  and 
observance  of  the  Law  as  conditions  of  saltation,  and  for  the 
most  part  would  have  forced  them  upon  the  heathen  converts 
also.  In  their  conception  of  the  person  of  Jesus  they  re- 
mained true  to  their  Jewish  point  of  view.  They  rejected 
Paul,  or  even  pursued  him  with  unabated  rancor ;  and  their 
favorite  or  onlj-  gospel  was  a  version  of  Matthew  slightly  dif- 
fering from  ours. 

But  between  these  two  extremes  a  third  party  had  formed 
itself.  It  rose  out  of  the  other  two  by  a  gradual  compromise, 
till  at  last  it  stood  in  a  position  of  antagonism  to  both.  It 
1  See  pp.  21,  22,  801, 586. 
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WW  already  the  most  powerful  of  them  all,  and  presently  it 
b)anded  the  irreconcilables  of  both  the  extreme  schools  as 
heretics,  and  shut  them  out  of  Christian  communion.  Eveiy 
thing  combined  to  secure  its  triumph.  We  have  already  seen  * 
that  the  Jewish-Christians  were  early  compelled  to  reduce 
their  demands  on  the  converted  heathen  very  considera)  iy. 
As  the  relative  numbers  of  the  gentile  converts  continued  to 
swell,  and  the  Jewish-Christians  sank  into  an  ever  smaller 
minority,  it  became  more  and  more  impossible  to  compel 
the  former  to  become  Jews.  Again,  the  fall  of  Jerusalem, 
the  temple,  and  the  Jewish  nation  worked  powerfully  in  the 
same  direction,  for  it  deprived  the  Jewish-Christians  of  their 
chief  supports  and  moorings,  destroj-ed  the  imposing  Jewish 
ritual,  and  threw  much  of  the  ceremonial  law  into  disuse. 
Hence  the  expectation  of  the  kingdom  of  God  spontaneously 
dropped  its  characteristic  Jewish  tone,  Christianity  rose  to 
complete  independence,  and  was  definitely  separated  from  Ju- 
daism. Again,  the  death  of  Paul  had  put  an  end  to  his  per- 
sonal defence  of  his  own  character  and  position.  Thenceforth 
the  authority  of  the  Twelve,  especiallj- of  the  three  "  pillars," 
could  hardly  be  contested.  And,  besides,  the  majority  of 
the  followers  of  Paul  had  never  really  undei-stood  the  depth 
of  their  Apostle's  gospel,  and  as  a  rule  the  real  difference 
of  principle  between  him  and  the  Twelve  had  escaped  them. 
All  this  will  enable  us  to  understand  that  they  too  came 
strongly  under  the  influence  of  that  conciliatory  spirit  which 
had  dictated  the  epistle  to  the  Romans  and  the  journey  to 
Jerusalem  in  the  case  of  Paul  himself.  Under  these  influ- 
ences they  surrendered  many  points  of  essential  importance, 
and  indeed  were  read}'  to  restore  and  maintain  the  unity  of 
the  Christian  community  at  any  price. 

So  now  the  sharp  corners  of  Paulinism  and  Jewish  Chris- 
tianity alike  were  rubbed  off.  The  observance  of  some  few 
legal  precepts  were  enjoined  upon  the  gentile  converts ;  *  and 
though  these  ordinances  were  reduced  within  the  narrowest 
limits,  yet  they  involved  the  sacrifice  of  the  great  principle 
of  justification  by  faith  alone  independently  of  all  religious 
obseiTances,  and  in  this  sense  were  as  decisive  as  if  they  had 
been  more  numerous.  Circumcision  was  given  up,  but  bap- 
tism took  its  place  as  a  compulsory  form  indispensable  to 
salvation,  and  was  declared  to  have  been  instituted  by  Jesas 
himself. •  Christianity  itself  was  conceived,  described,  and 
applied  as  a  new  Law.  The  Master  was  declared  to  iiave 
1  See  p  597.  <  See  p.  566.  <  See  pp.  472,  47S. 
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entrusted  the  conversion  of  the  heathen  to  the  Twelve,  and 
more  especially  to  Peter. ^  And  thus  when  Paul  had  been 
robbed  of  hid  real  merit,  his  person,  which  was  still  re- 
garied  with  animosity  in  many  quarters,  might  be  quietly 
dropped  into  the  background ;  for  now  that  the  Twelve  were 
regarded  as  the  direct  patrons  of  the  heathen  converts,  the 
position  of  the  latter  in  the  Christian  community  in  no  way 
depended  upon  Paul,  and  it  became  equally  superfluous  to 
assert  his  equality  or  his  subordination  to  the  Jewish  Apos- 
tles. At  the  same  time  reverence  was  paid  to  the  principle 
of  official  qualifications  and  external  authority  ;  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  gospel  to  the  heathen  was  regarded  as  resting 
upon  the  commission  of  the  Master  himself,  as  its  only  valid 
gronnd,  instead  of  being  due  to  the  individual  conception  of 
one  who  came  after  him.  This  is  characteristic  of  the  direc- 
tion taken  henceforth  by  Christianit}-. 

As  illustrating  this  movement  of  conciliation,  let  us  glance 
at  the  first  epistle  of  Peter  and  the  epistle  to  the  £phesians, 
two  documents  of  great  moral  and  religious  as  well  as  literar}' 
worth,  dating  from  the  end  of  the  first  or  the  early  years  of 
the  second  centurj'.  The  book  of  Acts,  of  somewhat  later 
origin,  is  also  interesting  ft-om  the  same  point  of  view.  The 
firat  of  Peter  is  designed  to  encourage  the  Christians  under 
sufiTering  and  oppression,  and  to  exhort  them  steadfastly  to 
practise  and  confess  the  gospel ;  but  its  conciliatory  purpose 
is  also  very  obvious.  It  professes  to  have  been  written  by 
Peter,  and  entrusted  by  him  to  Paul's  fellow-worker,  Silas 
(whom  it  highly  commends) ,  in  order  that  he  might  deliver 
it  to  the  Pauline  communities  in  Asia  Minor,  to  reassure 
them  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  Christianity  they  professed. 
Though  the  writer  makes  free  use  of  the  epistle  of  James, 
he  is  equally  indebted  to  the  epistle  to  the  Romans,  and  he 
imitates  the  style  of  Paul.  Paul's  doctrine  also  reappears 
in  its  main  features  in  this  letter,  though  the  writer  does  not 
grasp  his  full  depth  and  scope ;  and  the  Pauline  motto  that 
gave  so  much  offence  —  ' '  justification  by  faith  alone  ! "  —  is 
studiously  avoided.  Finally,  the  union  of  all  Christians  is 
repeatedly  insisted  on. 

Nowhere  in  the  New  Testament  is  the  effort  to  secure 
unit}'  so  obvious  as  in  the  epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  a  docu- 
ment of  no  less  value  than  the  first  of  Peter.  Here  a  Pauline 
Christian  exliorts  the  gentile  believers  above  all  things  to  be 
tolerant,  and  to  preserve  unity  in  the  bond  of  peace,  which 

1  See  pp.  471,  472,  553  ff.,  293. 
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is  the  ftruit  of  the  Spirit.  "  There  is  one  body,  and  one 
Spirit ;  one  hope  to  which  all  are  called ;  one  Lord,  one  taith, 
one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of  all."  *  Nay,  the  onity 
of  all  the  believers,  whether  Jews  or  gentiles,  is  the  essence 
of  God's  eternal  scheme  of  salvatioo^  the  final  goal  of  the 
Christ's  work.  Then  let  party  spirit  utterly  disappear ;  "all 
must  attain  to  the  unity  of  faith  and  the  knowledge  of  God's 
Son."  ^  The  community  is  united  to  the  Christ  as  a  woman 
to  her  husband :  it  makes  one  single  body,  of  which  Christ 
is  the  head  and  the  soul ;  it  is  a  temple  of  God,  of  which 
Christ  is  the  comer-stone,  the  Apostles  and  Christian  prophets 
the  foundation,  the  Jewish  and  gentile  believers  the  well-set 
stones. 

Finally,  we  have  alread}'  seen  how  the  author  of  Acts 
wrote  his  work  with  the  same  desire  to  secure  peace  and 
unity ;  how  he  completely  disguised  the  former  dissensions ; 
how  he  made  Peter  almost  a  Pauline  and  Paul  altogether  a 
Jewish-Christian  ;  and  how  he  obliterated  all  the  most  striking 
characteristics  from  Paul's  gospel."  But  we  must  not  be  too 
severe  upon  the  author  of  Acts  personally.  It  is  true  that  in 
spite  of  his  reverence  for  Paul  he  not  only  sacrificed  his  prin- 
ciples, but  even  maimed  or  falsified  his  history ;  but  he  reaUy 
scarcely  knew  what  he  was  doing.  Paul's  real  gospel  had 
become  almost  unintelligible  to  him ;  the  historictd  tradition 
was  often  very  turbid  even  when  it  reached  him  ;  the  condi- 
tion 3  of  his  own  times  he  assumed  to  have  existed  in  the 
Apostle's ;  and  when  he  knew  better,  —  well,  well,  for  all  that, 
these  Ebionites  and  Marcionites  could  not  and  should  not  be 
justified  by  history !  In  a  word,  the  preconceptions  of  those 
among  whom  he  lived  were  so  ingrained  in  him  that  he 
saw  every  thing  through  a  coloi*ed  glass. 

His  book  was  probably  composed  at  Rome,  which  was  the 
natural  stage  for  the  reconciliation,  or  rather  confhsion,  of 
the  two  parties.  After  the  fall  of  Jerusalem  the  centre  of 
Christianity  naturally  gravitated  towards  Rome ;  and  Nero's 
persecution,  by  conspicuously  decking  the  Roman  community 
with  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  worked  powerfully  in  the  same 
direction  The  independent  rise,  without  any  special  foun- 
der, of  the  original  community  at  Rome,  before  Paul  or  any 
other  party  le^er  had  arrived  there,  likewise  favored  con- 
ciliation. Moreover  the  capital  of  the  world,  towards  which 
every  movement  converged  and  in  which  they  all  mingled, 

1  Ephesians  iv.  4-o.  ^  EpheaiaoB  iv,  18. 

<  See,  for  iiutance,  pp.  565,  616,  617. 
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was  in  itself  the  most  natural  place  for  the  Christian  faith  to 
find  its  own  internal  level  in,  so  to  speak,  and  set  aside  the 
dissensions  of  its  factions.  It  is  significant  that  a  legend 
without  the  smallest  historical  foundation  should  have  risen 
at  a  tolerably  early  period,  —  to  the  effect  that  Peter  was 
bishop  of  Rome  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  that  he  and  Paul 
preached  there  side  by  side,  and  perished  as  martyrs  on  the 
selfsame  day.  It  is  curious  to  note  here  as  elsewhere  that 
in  these  compromises  and  reconciliations  Paul  is  alwaj^s  losing 
and  Peter  gaining  ground  ;  till  at  last  the  supremac}'  of  the 
latter  is  undisputed,  Paul  is  rather  tolerated  at  his  side  than 
made  the  partner  of  his  honors,  and  finally  stands  in  need 
of  his  special  recommendation.^ 

In  Rome  a  conspicuous  part  was  also  played  in  meeting 
the  other  demand  to  which  we  have  referred.  The  disap- 
pointment which  had  waited  on  the  glorious  expectations  of 
primitive  Christianity  must  be  concealed  and  forgotten.  The 
Christians  began  gradually  to  accept  the  facts,  and  the  strain 
of  expectation  was  relaxed.  The}'  reconciled  themselves  as 
best  they  could  with  the  present  world  and  the  established 
order  of  things,  from  which  they  had  at  first  held  sternly 
aloof  in  an  attitude  of  extreme  hostility,  in  the  belief  that 
all  was  to  perish  speedily.  As  Christianity  spread,  it  betrayed 
a  growing  desire  to  seize  and  exercise  something  more  than  a 
spiritual  power  over  the  world,  and,  as  a  kind  of  compensa- 
tion for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  which  never  came,  to  es- 
tablish a  more  familiar  power,  —  in  fact  a  kingdom  of  this 
world.  The  community,  which  had  hitherto  had  an  altogether 
provisional  existence,  now  began  to  establish  itself  on  a  per- 
manent basis.  In  a  word,  it  became  a  Church  ;  that  is  to  sa}'^ 
it  regarded  itself  henceforth  as  a  divinely-instituted  vehicle 
of  salvation,  beyond  the  communion  of  which  none  could 
hope  to  be  saved,  which  would  triumph  over  every  hostile 
power,  however  sorely  beset,  and  would  endure  for  ever. 
All  this  Jesus  himself  was  said  to  have  declared  !  ^  Hence- 
forth this  "  Church"  took  the  place  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
When  the  supernatural  renovation  of  all  things  failed,  the 
Christians  instead  of  redoubling  their  spiritual  efforts,  re- 
turning to  the  primitive  conception  of  Jesus,  and  trying  to 
realize  the  moral  ideal  of  the  kingdom  of  God  in  this  world,* 
let  the  ideal  go  and  embraced  in  its  stead  the  wretched  im- 
perfections of  the  reality.      Of  course  they  could  not  simply 

1  2  Peter  iiL  15,  10.  >  See  p.  819. 

«  See  pp.  151,  152,  hl7,  884,  385,  347  ff. 
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ignore  this  expectation  of  the  glorious  return  of  Jesus  to  the 
judgment,  for  it  runs  through  every  page  of  the  apostolic 
literature ;  but  they  relegated  it  to  such  a  distant  future  that 
it  amounted  to  much  the  same  as  abandoning  it.  Meanwhile 
they  taught  that  each  one  as  he  died  would  at  once  receive 
his  provisional  sentence  and  recompense.  So  complete  was 
the  change,  that  ere  long  the  preaching  of  the  return  of  Jesus, 
which  had  once  been  the  delight  and  strength  of  all  the  be- 
lievers, had  become  the  source  of  uneasy  dread ! 

At  the  same  time  we  are  bound  to  admit  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Church  was  really  called  for,  in  as  far  as  it 
was  needed  to  resist  and  crush  those  extravagances  which 
have  alwaj's  attended  the  spread  of  every  strong  reUgious 
movement,  and  from  which  Christianity  itself  was  bj-  no 
means  exempt.  In  the  East  especially  a  host  of  sects  arose 
who  brought  the  wildest  speculations,  often  of  heathen  origin, 
into  some  kind  of  connection  with  the  gospel  or  the  person  of 
Jesus,  and  commonty  united  them  either  with  exaggerated  self- 
discipline  or  with  unrestrained  licentiousness.  The  Church 
set  her  face  against  these  sects,  and  proclaimed  herself  to  be 
endowed  with  superhuman  authority,  and  to  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  pure  doctrine  and  the  genuine  commandments 
of  Jesus.  She  had  received  them  through  Peter  and  the 
other  Apostles,  to  whom  Jesus  himself  had  expressly  en- 
trusted this  authority !  ^  She  declared  herself  to  represent 
the  union  of  all  true  believers  in  all  the  earth,  of  one  heart 
and  mind,  wherever  they  might  be,  who  might  safely  trust  in 
all  their  trials  in  the  protecting  nearness  of  the  Christ  and 
the  gracious  favor  of  God  ;^  and  so  she  called  herself,  in 
opposition  to  these  heretics,  the  Catholic^  or  conunon,  all- 
embracing.  Church. 

And  now  that  Christianity  had  set  foot  on  this  new  path,  it 
would  tread  it  to  the  end.  The  first  necessity  was  to  regulate 
worship.  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  —  both  of  them 
regarded  as  institutions  of  Jesus  himself,  and  both  of  them 
acquiring  by  degrees  the  character  of  mysteries,  —  formed 
the  centre  of  the  new  system.  The  observance  of  the  firet 
da}'  of  the  week  as  the  day  on  which  Jesus  rose  from  the  dead 
took  the  place  of  the  Jewish  Sabbath ;  for,  although  the  Chris- 
tians gradually  framed  their  institutions  more  and  more  upon 
the  model  of  the  Jewish  priesthood  and  temple,  yet  they  made 
a  point  of  breaking  completely  loose  from  Judaism  itself,  and, 
for  instance,  would  not  celebrate  Easter  on  the  day  of  the 

1  See  p.  819:  Matthew  zviii.  18.  >  Matthew  zyiii.  19,  90 
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Jewish  Passover.  There  was  a  fierce  conflict  on  this  point, 
however,  before  it  was  decided. 

Church  government  and  church  discipline  now  maJke  theii 
appearance.  The  main  lines  of  the  latter  were,  after  the 
custom  we  have  illustrated  so  often,  embodied  in  a  precept 
laid  upon  the  lips  of  Jesus  himself:  ^'  If  a  brother  has  sinned, 
go  and  reprove  him  privately  yourself.  If  he  listens  to  you, 
you  have  saved  your  brother ;  but  if  not,  take  one  or  two 
witnesses  with  you,  according  to  the  Law.^  If  he  will  not 
listen  to  them,  bring  the  matter  before  the  Church ;  but  if  he 
is  obstinate  even  then,  let  him  be  as  a  heathen  and  a  publican 
to  you :  "*  that  is,  let  him  be  laid  under  the  ban  of  the  Church. 
How  far  had  the  Christians  straj-ed  from  the  spirit  of  him  who 
expressly  sought  out  the  publicans !  We  may  call  to  mind, 
in  passing,  how  Paul  demanded  the  enforcement  of  church 
discipline  at  Corinth. •  This  ecclesiastical  ban,  or  curse,  was 
destined  to  become  a  fearful  .weapon  in  the  hands  of  the 
priesthood ! 

The  authority  of  the  Apostles  offered  a  basis  for  the  regu- 
lation of  church  government.  Overseers  or  ciders  were  eai  ly 
appointed  in  imitation  of  the  practice  of  the  synagogue?*.* 
Deacons  and  deaconesses  superintended  works  of  love  for  the 
poor  and  the  sick ;  *  and  these,  together  with  other  officei  s, 
were  duly  regulated,  and  the  qualifications  for  holding  thtm 
defined.  Most  interesting  contributions  to  our  knowledge  of 
this  subject  are  furnished  by  the  three  so-called  pastoial 
epistles,  drawn  up  in  the  name  of  Paul.  They  are  2  Timo- 
thy, Titus,  and  1  Timoth}-,  and  are  chiefiy  concerned  with 
questions  of  heresy  and  of  church  government.  Here  we 
find  it  laid  down,  for  instance,  that  a  man  is  not  fit  to  held 
office  in  the  Church  if  he  has  married  a  second  wife,  —  the 
first  step  towards  the  doctrine  that  the  clergy  should  cot 
marry  at  all.  The  purpose  of  these  letters  is  to  regulate 
church  life,  to  draw  the  bonds  of  communion  closer,  and  to 
uphold  sound  doctrine  against  false  teachers.  The  office  of 
overseer,  or  bishop,  is  especially  exalted  in  the  latest  of  the 
three  (1  Timothy).  The  bishop  is  to  be  ordained  by  the  as- 
sociated elders,  with  the  laying  on  of  hands;  he  must  be 
specially  zealous  in  defending  the  purity  of  doctrine,  and 
must  see  that  others  are  so  too ;  but  he  has  also  to  undertake 

1  Deuteronomy  xix.  15.  <  Mmtthew  zTiii.  15-17. 

<  See  pp.  595,  602-604. 

«  See  pp.  140,  198,  512,  518,  684,  689,  554,  556. 

•  See  pp.  571,  689. 
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the  general  Bnperintendence  and  discipline  of  the  oommnnily, 
especially  of  the  widows  and  female  officers  of  the  Ghoich; 
and  his  authority  extends  to  the  elders  themselves. 

Thus,  to  preserve  the  unity  of  the  Church  and  to  ward  off 
heresy,  the  bishops  were  gradually  distinguished  fix>m  the 
elders  and  clothed  with  a  special  authority ;  their  nominatioa 
in  due  form  was  regarded  as  an  appointment  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  watch  over  the  flock ;  ^  they  were  consolidated  into 
a  spiritual  order  distinguished  from  the  lait}-  or  ordinary  be- 
lievers ;  and  gradually  a  single  head  was  placed  in  authority, 
first  over  a  communit}^  then  over  a  province,  then  over  a 
whole  countr}^.  Thus  we  may  trace  a  more  and  more  distinct 
attempt  to  concentrate  the  governing  power  in  a  class,  in  an 
assembly,  and  finally  in  a  single  man.  In  the  West  that  man 
was  the  bishop  of  Rome.  So  the  Church  was  more  and  more 
completely  modelled  after  the  type  of  the  Roman  empire. 

Thus  the  Catholic  Church,  rose  up  against  the  heretics. 
To  some  of  these  latter  we  have  already  referred  ;  *  and  here 
we  need  only  mention  further  a  sect  of  believers  who  drew  a 
sharp  distinction  between  Jesus  and  Christ,  They  believed  that 
the  Christ  was  a  supernatural  being,  who  had  been  united 
with  Jesus,  an  ordinary  man,  at  the  moment  of  his  baptism  in 
the  Jordan,  and  had  afterwards  departed  from  him  at  the 
time  of  his  suffering  and  death.  This  doctrine  would  have 
wrenched  Christianity  away  from  its  historical  foundations, 
and  would  have  destroyed  the  meaning  alike  of  Christ's  ex- 
ample and  of  his  death  upon  the  cross.  We  mention  this 
sect  because  the  three  so-called  epistles  of  John  are  directed 
against  it ;  and  in  defiance  of  the  original  meaning  of  the 
term  they  stigmatize  it  as  the  Antichrist.  None  of  these 
three  letters  themselves  profess  to  be  the  work  of  John.  The 
first  of  them  is  not  really  a  letter  at  all,  but  an  exceedingly 
beautiful  treatise  on  Christian  fellowship  or  unit}'  of  faith, 
based  upon  moral  purity  and  manifested  in  works  of  brotherly 
love.  The  second  and  third  letters  are  addressed,  by  an 
anonymous  elder,  respectively  to  an  unknown  woman  or 
community  and  to  a  certain  equally  unknown  Gains ;  and  they 
contain  warnings  against  the  heresy  of  which  we  have  just 
spoken  and  against  one  Diotrephes.  They  are  thoroughly 
impregnated  with  the  Catholic  spirit. 

In  conclusion,  it  could  not  be  long  before  the  Church  must 
feel  the  want  of  a  list  of  apostolic  or  sacred  writings,  ofi^cially 
drawn  up  and  established,  to  be  placed  side  by  side  with  the 
1  See  p.  613;  and  1  Peter  v.  1-4.  <  Sm  pp.  65Q,  «7. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMUNITIES   AFTER  THE   DEATH   OF   PAITL.  665 

Old  Testament,  as  a  '*  rule  of  faith,"  or  canon.  We  have 
already  treated  of  the  origin  of  all  the  writings  ultimately  in- 
chided  in  this  list,  with  the  single  exception  to  be  dealt  with 
in  the  next  chapter ;  and  we  have  seen  that  most  of  them 
were  simpl3'  intended  to  serve  some  special  or  temporary 
purpose.*  With  regard  to  twenty  of  them,  agreement  was 
soon  reached ;  but  as  to  the  rest  great  diversity  of  opinion 
long  prevailed.  Some  received  into  their  canon  a  letter  bear- 
ing the  name  of  Barnabas,  and  an  epistle  of  Clement  to  the 
Corinthians,  together  with  other  products  of  the  earl}'  Chris- 
tian literature ;  others,  on  the  contrary,  rejected  Hebrews, 
James,  2  Peter,  2  John,  3  John,  Jude,  and  Revelation,  —  or 
if  not  all,  at  least  some  of  these  books.  It  was  not  till  the 
fourth  and  fifth  centuries  that  the  matter  was  finally  decided. 

But  this  lies  far  beyond  our  field.  We  have  seen  the 
Catholic  Church  wipe  out  both  the  dissensions  and  the  dis- 
appointment of  the  primitive  Christians,  but  greatly  to  the 
cost  of  faith  and  hope  alike.  How  unlike  is  this  Church  to 
the  kingdom  of  God  which  Jesus  came  to  found !  And  3'et 
its  spread,  its  triumph,  and  its  supremacy  are  the  objects  for 
which  all  the  religious  forces  of  Christianitj'  are  henceforth 
claimed ! 

But  with  this  melancholy  result  we  are  not  forced  to  con- 
clude. Another  attempt  was  made  to  solve  the  difiSculties 
and  remove  the  dissensions  of  Christianit}'.  There  were 
some  who  would  not  yield  to  the  sad  and  imperfect  reality, 
and  lose  themselves  in  it,  as  the  Church  had  done ;  but 
rather  sought  a  refuge  in  higher  flights  of  philosophy  and 
greater  moral  elevation,  whereby  they  were  enabled  still  to 
preach  an  ideal  that  was  exalted  beyond  the  reach  of  all 
opposition  and  all  disappointment.  In  the  canon  itself  there 
was  room  found  for  the  witness  of  faith  concerning  the 
Christ  of  *'the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved." 

1  See  pp.  678,  574,  580;  chftpten  iz.  p.  605,  xii.  p.  648,  and  ppb2i-33;  lee 
niBo  cbapter  xiii.  p.  666. 
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Chaftbb  XTTT. 

THE  DISCIPLE  WHOM  JESUS  LOVED. 

Gospel  acoordino  to  John. 

WHEN  we  look  into  the  Fourth  Gospel  we  soon  observe 
that  the  last  chapter  did  not  originally  belong  to  it, 
but  was  added  later.  At  the  close  of  the  previous  chapter 
the  work  itself  has  come  to  a  beautiful  and  appropriate  close, 
after  which  we  expect  nothing  more.*  Nevertheless,  when 
we  examine  this  supplement  carefully  we  find  that  it  is  not 
out  of  place,  for  it  serves  to  throw  light  upon  the  meaning  of 
the  Gospel,  or  rather  upon  the  person  of  "  the  disciple  whom 
Jesus  loved  "  on  whose  authority  the  Gospel  is  supposed  to 
rest.     Let  us  hear  what  it  saj's :  — 

It  was  during  the  da3's  when  the  Lord,  having  risen  from 
the  realm  of  shades,  still  appeared  from  time  to  time  to  his 
friends  on  earth.  Peter,  with  Thomas,  Nathanael  of  Cana, 
the  two  sons  of  Zebedee,  and  two  others,  had  gone  out  to 
fish.  The  whole  night  long  they  had  swept  the  Galilsean  sea 
without  taking  any  thing,  when  just  at  break  of  day  they  saw 
a  stranger  standing  on  the  shore  who  asked  them  what  suc- 
cess they  had  had.  They  told  him  none ;  and  on  this  he 
confidentially  urged  them  to  cast  the  net  on  the  light.  They 
obeyed,  and  immediately  found  the  net  so  full  that  they  could 
not  draw  it  up.  Then  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  knew 
that  it  was  he,  and  told  Peter ;  whereupon  Peter  threw  his 
mantle  round  him,  girded  it  close,  flung  himself  into  the 
water,  and  swam  to  the  shore,  which  was  about  three  hun- 
dred feet  distant.  The  rest  followed  with  the  boat,  dragging 
the  net  with  the  fish  in  it  after  them.  On  the  shore  the}* 
found  a  fire  ready  kindled,  with  some  fish  broiling  on  it,  and 
some  bread.  Jesus  told  them  to  bring  some  of  the  fish  they 
had  taken ;  whereupon  Peter  dragged  up  the  net  upon  the 
land,  and,  though  there  were  a  hundred  and  fifty-three  great 
fishes  in  it,  yet  it  was  not  torn.  Then  they  ate  together, 
Jesus  acting  as  the  host  or  head  of  the  family ;  but  they  were 
all  too  much  in  awe  to  question  him. 

When  the  meal  was  over,  Jesus  turned  to  Peter  and  said, 
*'  Simon,  bod  of  Jona,  dost  thou  love  me  more  than  these 
1  See  p.  690. 
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others  do? "  ^  "  Yes,  Lord !  thou  thyself  knowest  that  I  love 
thee  dearly,"  answered  Peter.  "  Pasture  my  lambs !  "  replied 
Jesus.  After  a  time  he  repeated  the  question,  ^^  Simon,  son 
of  Jona,  lovest  thou  me  ? "  and  when  Peter  gave  the  same 
unhesitating  answer  he  again  laid  oh  him  that  task  of  honor, 
"  Feed  my  sheep ! "  Yet  again,  the  third  time,  he  said  to 
him,  "  Simon,  son  of  Jona,  dost  thou  love  me  dearly?"  upon 
which  the  Apostle,  tortured  by  the  threefold  question  which 
referred  so  clearly  to  his  own  threefold  denial,  cried  out, 
' '  Lord  !  since  thou  knowest  all  things,  thou  knowest  this  also, 
that  I  love  thee  dearly."  Then  Jesus  answered,  "Pasture 
my  sheep ! "  and,  telling  Peter  how  he  would  be  led  as  a  cap- 
tive in  old  age  to  the  place  of  his  execution,  urged  him  to 
follow  his  Master  to  the  very  death.  Now  when  Peter  looked 
round  he  saw  that  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  was  also  fol- 
lowing. So  he  asked,  ''  And  what  is  he  to  do?  "  to  which  Je- 
sus answered,  '*  If  I  would  have  him  abide  till  I  come  again, 
what  is  that  to  thee?    Only  see  to  it  that  thou  follow  me." 

Hence  rose  a  belief  among  the  Christians  that  this  dis- 
ciple would  not  die.  But  Jesus  had  not  said  this,  nor  meant 
it.  Now  this  was  the  disciple  who  bore  his  witness  in  this 
Gospel,  and  we  may  rest  upon  it  with  perfect  trust. 

This  appendix  is  a  sjrmbolical  presentation  of  certain 
passages  of  old  Church  history,  according  to  the  conception 
of  the  past  and  future  entertained  by  the  writer.  To  con- 
struct the  picture  he  makes  free  use  of  a  scene  which  he 
found  described  in  Luke.^  The  first  and  fruitless  attempts  of 
the  fishermen  represent  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  the 
Jews.  The  counsel  of  the  Glorified  One  to  adopt  another 
method  refers  to  the  preaching  to  the  heathen.  So  far  our 
author  agrees  with  Luke ;  but  when  he  emphatically  asserts, 
in  opposition  to  him,  that  the  net  was  not  broken,  he  means 
to  insist  upon  the  unity  and  all-embracing  communion  of  the 
faithful  in  the  Catholic  Church.  The  number  of  the  fishes 
must  refer  in  some  way  either  to  this  Church  itself  or  else  to 
the  different  kinds  or  races  of  men  to  be  taken  into  it.  In 
the  conversation  with  Peter,  which  follows,  we  find  the  dis- 
graced disciple  not  only  restored  to  his  former  rank  and 
honor,  but  appointed  chief  shepherd  of  the  flock  till  he  glo- 
rifies God  by  a  martyr's  death.  But  what  is  intended  by  the 
beloved  and  trusted  disciple  ''remaining,"  to  which  the  whole 
scene  is  so  obviously  meant  to  lead  up  ?  And  who  is  thi^ 
disciple  ? 

1  Compare  p.  420.  >  See  pp.  12S.  129. 
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To  begin  with,  the  whole  story,  including  the  final  saying 
of  Jesus,  is  of  course  invented ;  and  the  author  introduoes  a 
supposed  misunderetandiug  of  the  saving  for  the  express 
purpose  of  indicating  that  the  words  must  really  be  taken  in 
a  spiritual  sense.  But  curiously  enough,  by  pretending  that 
this  misunderstanding  existed,  he  really  gave  it  currency- 
After  200  A.D.  it  was  generall}'  supposed  that  the  ^^  disciple 
whom  Jesus  loved "  was  John,  after  whom  accoi-dingly  the 
Fourth  Gospel  was  named ;  and  the  tradition  arose  that  he 
had  never  died  !  Thus,  in  the  works  of  Augustine  (400  a.d.) 
and  later  wiiters,  we  hear  that  John,  after  living  in  £phesu8 
to  a  very  old  age,  feeling  that  his  time  was  drawing  near,  lay 
down  while  alive  in  his  grave,  —  where  the  ground  still  gently 
heaves  in  response  to  his  breathing,  and  whei-e  he  awaits  the 
return  of  his  Lord  and  friend.  We  may  well  doubt,  however, 
whether  John  is  really  meant  at  all  by  the  *•"  disciple  whom 
Jesus  loved."  At  any  rate  the  true  historical  John  —  that 
narrow  and  \'iolent  Apostle,  one  of  the  two  "  sons  of  thun- 
der," one  of  the  three  "  pillars"  of  the  communit}*  of  Jerusa- 
lem *  —  cannot  be  intended.  We  should  be  more  inclined  to 
think  of  Paul,  were  it  not  for  the  total  absence  of  any  refer- 
ence to  the  circumstances  of  his  life,  and  of  any  citations 
from  his  letters  either  in  the  ^^  witness"  itself  borne  by  the 
disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,  or  in  the  references  made  to  his 
person."  No  doubt  we  have  reall}'  to  do  with  an  ideal  dis- 
ciple :  if  with  John,  then  with  a  John  so  changed,  enlight- 
ened, and  purified  as  to  be  no  longer  recognizable  ;  in  short, 
with  such  a  disciple  as  Jesus  never  had  in  his  lifetime,  —  one 
who  lived  in  the  closest  communion  with  him,  divined  his 
thoughts,  profited  to  the  utmost  by  his  intercourse  with  him ; 
one  who  thereby  earned  his  unqualified  confidence  and  ap* 
proval,  and  now  comes  forward  to  bear  witness  to  what  he 
had  seen  in  Jesus  and  what  he  had  received  ftom  him. 

Now  when  we  are  told  that  this  disciple  is  to  '^  remain  " 
while  Peter  is  to  pass  awa}^  the  meaning  is  that  the  latter, 
whose  supremacy  over  the  apostolic  communities  is  not  dis- 
puted, who  is  readily  acknowledged  as  the  highest  guide  of 
the  Church,  is  only  to  retain  his  authority  during  his  life ; 
whereas  the  disciple  who  read  into  the  soul  of  Jesus  will  re- 
tain his  influence  till  the  perfecting  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Or  again,  since  the  name  of  Peter,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
other  disciple,  stands  for  a  principle,  we  ma}'  take  the  saying 

1  See  pp.  648,  683,  181,  198. 
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of  Jesus  to  mean  that  the  Church  of  Peter,  the  Catholic 
Church,  as  it  began  to  establish  itself  towards  the  middle  of 
the  second  century,  had  an  indisputable  right  of  existence, 
but  yet  only  for  a  time.  It  must  ultimatel}*  be  superseded  by 
a  better  state  of  things,  which  should  endure,  by  a  purer  in- 
sight on  the  part  of  the  community,  by  such  an  attitude  of 
mind  as  is  indicated  in  the  Fourth  Gospel,  which  must  '^  abide  " 
to  the  end  of  the  ages.  Thus  Christianity  might  completely 
escape  from  the  conflict  of  parties,  not  by  concession  and 
compromise,  but  by  rising  above  both  parties  alike  to  a  purer 
insight  into  the  truth ;  might  receive  the  fullest  compensation 
for  the  disappointed  expectation,  not  b}*  covering  it  up  and 
forgetting  it,  but  by  securing  the  actual  experience  of  the 
Lord's  presence  in  that  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Testimony  to  a 
faith  with  such  contents  and  of  such  purport  as  this  would 
retain  its  power  unweakened  and  unabated  till  the  perfect 
order  of  things  should  come. 

Let  us  now  take  into  our  hands  this  testimony  of  the  disci- 
ple whom  Jesus  loved.     It  is  the  Fourth  Gospel. 

"  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with 
God,  and  the  Word  was  God.  By  the  Word  all  things  were 
formed,  and  every  thing  was  made  what  it  is.  To  mankind 
It  was  the  higher  life  and  the  light  of  truth ;  but  the  sinful 
world  rejected  It."  ^  We  cannot  fail  to  be  sti'uck  by  the  ex- 
alted style  of  this  introduction ;  but  do  we  understand  its 
meaning? 

We  must  return  to  a  consideration  of  the  Alexandrian  phi- 
losophy.^ The  central  conception  of  this  philosophy  hinges 
upon  tiie  contrast  between  two  worlds,  a  higher  and  a  lower : 
the  former  an  invisible  and  imperishable  world  of  the  spirit, 
or  of  veritably  existing  ideal  types ;  the  latter  the  visible  and 
perishable  world  of  matter  in  which  we  live,  an  imperfect 
copy  or  impression  of  the  other.  The  higher  world  was  an 
immediate  emanation  from  the  Deity,  his  perfect  revelation, 
his  living  type  or  image,  and  at  the  same  time  tlie  mediator 
between  him  and  our  lower  world.  For  God  himself  was 
conceived  of  as  too  exalted  to  stand  in  any  immediate  rela- 
tions with  imperfect  or  material  things  such  as  man  and  the 
universe ;  far  less  could  any  human  representations  or  expres- 
sions be  worthily  applied  to  Him.  So  these  philosophera 
took  up  and  elaborated  the  poetical  personification  of  Wisdom 
which  they  found  in  the  book  of  Job,  in  the  Proverbs,'  and  in 

1  John  i.  1-5.  ^  See  pp.  649,  650. 

«  See  vol.  ii.  pp.  315,  316,  466,  56S. 
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the  apocryphal  books  of  Jesus  Sirach  and  Wisdom  of  Solo- 
mon ;  but  they  no  longer  used  the  old  word  Wisdom  to  signify 
this  ideal  universe,  which  they  now  called  the  Logos.  This 
word  means  both  the  unuttered  conception  of  reason  and  the 
uttered  conception  of  speech  ^  and  is  commonly  translated  by 
Word.  Had  not  the  Deity  called  every  thing  into  being  hy 
his  wordf^  Gradually  this  word  came  to  be  regarded  as  a 
personal  being  existing  by  the  side  of  God ;  not  self-existent 
and  original  as  He,  but  spirituaU}*  put  forth  by  the  exalted 
God  out  of  his  own  being,  and  made  the  partner  of  his  attri- 
butes, —  a  kind  of  subordinate  god  in  fact.  Now  these  are 
the  speculations  which  the  fourth  Evangelist  adopts  and  ap- 
plies to  Jesus.  In  order  adequately  to  explain  and  repro- 
duce the  impression  he  had  received  of  Jesus  he  says :  "  The 
Word  became  flesh  [that  is  to  say,  Jesus  was  the  Word  in 
the  material  bod}'  of  a  man]  ;  in  him  might  we  see  the  di- 
vine glory,  from  him  might  we  receive  in  inexhaustible  abun- 
dance the  treasures  of  divine  grace  aud  truth,  unknown  before 
Jesus  Christ,  —  unknown  even  in  the  Law  of  Moses.  For 
God  is  concealed  eternally  from  his  creatures,  inaccessible 
and  unfathomable  to  them',  but  the  Word,  his  own  Son,  who 
dwelt  with  Him  in  heaven  in  unbroken  and  full  communion 
with  Him,  has  come  down  to  earth  and  revealed  Him."  ^ 

K  we  look  back  from  the  position  we  have  now  reached 
upon  the  life  and  work  of  Jesus,  what  a  marvellous  flight  we 
have  to  note !  That  life  produced  a  Messianic  movement  on 
a  very  modest  scale,  which  shi*ank  from  any  noisy  self-asser- 
tion, and  was  confined  to  the  people  of  the  Jews ;  nay,  even 
to  the  land  of  Galilee,  for  no  sooner  had  it  shown  itself  in  the 
capital  than  it  was  crushed.  And  yet  this  obscure  movement 
in  the  bosom  of  Judaism,  simply  because  the  pure  and  ex- 
alted personality  of  Jesus  was  at  the  centre  of  it,  called  into 
existence  the  Christian  Church,  one  of  the  mightiest  factors 
of  the  world's  history.  Nor  was  even  this  enough.  The 
coming  of  Jesus  was  at  last  I'egarded  as  the  turning  point  in 
the  history  of  the  universe,  nay,  in  the  history  of  the  Deity 
himself!  But  when  we  examine  all  this  more  closely  it  need 
not  surprise  us.  When  Jesus  was  gone,  those  who  had 
known  him  i>ersonally  insensibly  surrounded  him  with  a  glory 
that  shone  at  last  with  a  more  than  human  splendor.  The 
spiritual  blessings  which  flowed  in  ever  rich  measure  from  his 
person  and  his  gospel  compelled  the  Christians  to  exalt  him 
e\'i3r  more  and  more.    The  title  of  Son  of  God,  which  his  fol- 

1  See  vol.  i.  pp.  85,  40,  293. '  *  John  i.  14, 16-18. 
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lowers  had  given  him  as  the  future  Messiah,  was  elastic  and 
ambiguous  enough  to  lend  itsell*  very  readily  to  this  process. 
The  idea  of  his  being  the  Messiah  now  no  longer  sufficed ;  he 
was  something  other  and  something  far  more  than  the  Jewish 
Messiah.  The  philosophy  and  theology  of  the  day  were  laid 
under  contribution ;  and  nothing  could  so  well  indicate  his 
significance  for  all  humanitj^  and  his  unapproachable  exalta- 
tion as  the  idea  that  he  was  the  Word,  the  partner  of  the  di- 
vine nature,  and  yet  not  the  Deit}-  himself. 

Paul  has  pi'epared  us  for  the  doctrine  of  the  Logos.  In 
declaring  Jesus  to  be  a  second  Adam,  he  ascribed  to  him  a 
pre-existence  in  heaven  as  the  ideal  man,  and  assigned  him 
a  share  both  in  the  work  of  creation  and  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  But  the  transition  from  the  early  Christian  concep- 
tion to  that  of  the  Fourth  Gospel  is  most  clearl}'  traceable  in 
the  Epistles  to  the  Hebrews  and  the  Colossians.  For  there 
Jesus  Christ  is  called  the  reflection  of  the  Deity,  and  the 
maker  and  sustainer  of  all  that  exists  in  heaven  and  upon 
earth.  This  is  little  short  of  saying  that  the  eternal  Word 
appeared  in  bodily  shape  in  the  person  of  Jesus.  But  in 
passing  to  the  Fourth  Gospel  we  find  not  only  a  great  devel- 
opment of  these  germs  that  are  already  present,  but  also  a 
marked  change  of  fundamental  conception.  Paul  looked  on 
the  earthly  life  of  Jesus  as  a  humiliation,  and  laid  exclusive 
emphasis  upon  his  death  on  the  cross  and  his  exaltation. 
The  Fourth  Gospel,  on  the  other  hand,  regards  all  the  life 
of  Jesus  as  forming  a  single  whole,  —  one  continuous  mani- 
festation in  word  and  deed  of  the  Logos  and  its  divine  glory. 
In  this  fife  the  Deity — not  the  supreme  God  indeed,  for  that 
was  impossible,  but  His  express  image  —  had  not  only  dwelt 
among  men,  but  had  actually  entered  into  the  collective  con- 
ditions of  humanit}',  assumed  its  nature,  and  accepted  its  his- 
torical context.  A  man  was  there  who  could  say,  '^  I  and 
the  Father  are  one."  ^ 

This  exalted  conception  gave  occasion  to  the  rise  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  in  it  therefore  the  Alexandrian 
philosophy  thenceforth  dominated  the  whole  doctrinal  develop- 
ment of  Christianity.  And,  moreover,  it  solved  the  several 
contradictions  that  existed  within  the  apostolic  communities. 
The  fourth  Evangelist  has  already  passed  far  beyond  the 
confiict  between  Judaism  and  Paulinism.  He  adopts  a  ver}' 
hostile  tone  towards  Judaism,  and  for  him  the  Jewish  religion 
no  longer  exists.  His  Christ  and  his  Christians  look  upon 
1  John  X.  80. 
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the  "  Law  of  the  Jews"  and  the  "  Feasts  of  the  Jews'*  as 
things  with  which  they  have  no  concern,  and  hold  Jerusalem 
and  Gerizim  to  be  sdike  superseded  as  places  of  worship. 
The  Evangelist's  great  purpose,  indeed,  is  to  display  the 
spiritual  nature  of  Christianity;  and  he  himself  has  risen 
completel}'  above  both  the  material  Messianic  expectatioii 
and  the  disappointment  caused  by  its  failure.  The  Christian 
communit} ,  in  his  conception,  is  far  indeed  from  being  de- 
fenceless and  desolate, — bereft  of  her  Lord  and  Head;  for 
with  the  coming  of  his  substitute  and  successor,  the  iSpirit  of 
truth,  Christ  has  in  realit}'  returned  already  to  his  faithful 
ones.  In  this  Holy  Spirit  the  Christ  himself  dwells  as  it 
were  in  the  hearts  of  the  faithful,  and  reveals  his  presence, 
his  truth,  his  glory  in  the  free,  strong  growth  of  their  per- 
sonal life  of  faith.  If  Christ  is  thus  present  in  the  hearts 
that  love  him,  then  his  return  in  the  flesh  can  be  thought  of 
no  more ;  if  his  Church  is  thus  filled  with  his  divine  being, 
then  the  kingdom  of  God  is  already  invisibly  present  on 
earth.  The  chasm  between  the  present  age  and  the  age  to 
come,  preluded  b}'  the  last  judgment,  is  filled  in  ;  the  faithful 
alread}'  possess  and  enjoy,  here  and  now,  the  life  eternal,  or 
the  fullest  blessedness ;  the  judgment  is  ever  going  on  in  the 
sifting  of  man  from  man  by  the  word  or  the  spirit  of  Jesus. 

Not  that  the  Evangehst  thinks  all  conflict  is  over.  On  the 
eontrary  he  perceives  it  everj^where.  God  and  the  devil, 
God  and  the  world,  spirit  and  matter,  spirit  and  flesh,  light 
and  darkness  stand  over  against  each  other.  ^'The  Word 
was  in  the  world,  and  the  world  was  made  by  him,  and  the 
world  knew  him  not.  He  came  to  his  own  people  [Israelj 
and  his  own  people  received  him  not.  But  as  many  as  re- 
ceived him  to  them  he  gave  power  to  become  children  of 
God."  ^  The  world  is  in  a  certain  sense  the  kingdom  of  Sa- 
tan ;  but  Christ  has  come  to  deliver  man  out  of  his  power 
and  to  conquer  him.  Mankind  ai-e  therefore  severed  into  two 
camps,  as  children  of  light  and  children  of  darkness,  children 
of  truth  and  children  of  falsehood,  children  of  God  and  chil- 
dren of  the  devil.  Nay,  so  sharply  is  the  line  drawn  between 
these  two  that  it  almost  seems  as  though  the  latter  were  of  a 
diflierent  nature  fi-om  the  former,  and  had  not  the  power  to 
believe  and  be  saved.  Again,  this  Evangelist  adopts  a  very 
special  attitude  towards  the  questions  of  his  time, — the 
movements  within  the  Church  and  the  heresy  without  it.  In- 
deed, he  claims  ^o  be  the  first  who  had  fully  comprehended 
1  John  i.  10-13. 
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and  proclaimed  the  spirit  of  Jesus  in  its  full  significance  and 
e:xaltation ;  so  that  we  almost  suspect  that  the  appendix  al- 
ready described  may  perhaps  be  from  his  own  hand  after  all, 
with  the  exception  of  the  last  verse,  which  is  certainly  not 
authentic.  In  any  case,  this  appendix  echoes  the  conception 
of  the  Gospel  itself  in  declaring  that  Peter  must  make  way 
for  the  ^^  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,"  and  that  that  disciple 
must  abide. 

The  Evangelist's  object  is  not  to  relate  the  history  of  Jesus, 
but  to  raise  the  testimon}*  of  faith.  Apparentl}'  he  had  access 
to  no  trustworthy  traditions  except  those  contained  in  the 
S^^optic  Gospels ;  but  lie  uses  his  materials  with  the  utmost 
freedom,  selecting  what  suits  his  purpose,  and  remodelling  or 
even  inventing  whatever  he  requires.  Sometimes  he  assumes 
the  narratives  of  the  other  Evangelists  as  already-  known ; 
sometimes  he  is  in  flat  opposition  to  them.  Sometimes  he 
disguises  well  known  historical  personalities,  such  as  John 
the  Baptist,  past  all  recognition ;  sometimes  he  invents  fic- 
titious ones,  such  as  Nicodemus.  But  the  essential  truth*  of 
his  representation,  in  a  higher  than  the  historical  sense,  is 
above  all  doubt ;  and  he  has  given  us  a  spiritual  Gospel  in 
which,  according  to  his  own  express  indications,  the  miracles 
themselves,  which  far  transcend  those  of  the  first  three  Gos- 
pels, have  also  a  spiritual  significance.  Thus  he  displays  to 
all  men  the  glory  of  the  Word  while  abiding  on  the  earth ;  a 
divine  glory  which  utterly  precludes  all  conception  of  the 
Christ  having  developed  atler  the  fashion  of  a  man  in  knowl- 
edge and  sanctity,  or  struggled  with  the  temptation  to  sin  ;  a 
glory,  on  the  other  hand,  which  shines  as  a  more  than  earthly- 
lustre  in  that  struggle  against  Judaism,  ever  more  and  more 
desperate,  and  in  that  free  endurance  of  outward  shame  in 
the  death  upon  the  cross.  This  glor}'  the  Evangelist  himself 
had  seen ;  from  this  fulness  he  had  received  the  highest  gifts 
of  grace  and  the  purest  insight  into  the  truth.  He  had  rested 
on  the  bosom  of  his  Lord ;  his  witness  is  true,  and  he  him- 
self knows  it ;  for  he  is  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved. 

Let  us  hear  fi-om  his  lips  how  he  first  found  Jesus. 

There  was  a  certain  man  called  John,  who  was  sent  before 
by  God  to  bear  witness  to  all  men  of  the  Light,  and  who  pro- 
claimed his  pre-existence  and  his  lofty  rank.  Now  the  Jews 
sent  a  deputation  of  certain  Pharisaic  priests  and  Levites 
from  Jerusalem  to  ask  this  John  whether  he  was  the  Christ, 
or  Eiias,  or  the  prophet  foretold  by  Moses ;  and  when  he  said 
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that  he  was  none  of  these,  but  was  that  preparcT  of  the  way 
of  whom  Isaiah  spoke,  then  thej'^  asked  him  why  he  baptized. 
On  this  he  pointed  to  the  great  Unknown,  who  was  on  the 
point  of  coming  forward.  The  next  day  he  saw  Jesus  him- 
self approaching,  and,  with  his  thoughts  fixed  on  the  redeem- 
ing power  of  his  death  on  the  cross,  he  called  him  the  huub 
ordained  by  God,  that  took  away  the  sins  of  mankind.^  Then 
he  told  how  he  himself  had  learned  to  know  htm,  having  come 
to  baptize  with  water,  as  the  herald  of  one  whom  at  first  he 
knew  not  but  whom  he  had  since  found  ;  for  He  who  sent  him 
had  said,  "  Upon  whomsoever  thou  shalt  see  the  Spbit  de- 
scend and  abide,  he  it  is  who  baptizes  with  the  Holy  Spirit." 
And  he  had  seen  the  Spirit  like  a  dove  come  down  upon  Jesus 
out  of  heaven  and  depart  from  him  no  more ;  wherefore  he 
knew  for  certain  and  thenceforth  bore  witness  that  he  was  the 
Son  of  God.  Upon  what  occasion  it  was  that  John  saw  this 
descent  of  the  Spirit  we  are  not  told ;  but  there  is  no  mention 
of  Jesus  being  baptized,  for  such  a  thing  would  not  be  seemly 
for  the  Word  made  flesh. 

Again,  on  the  following  day,  he  saw  Jesus  passing  bj-,  and 
pointed  him  out  to  two  of  his  disciples  who  were  with  him,  as 
the  lamb  given  by  God.  So  when  these  two  heard  the  words 
of  John  they  went  and  followed  Jesus  reverentl}-,  and  he 
turned  round  and  asked  them  what  they^  would.  In  reply 
the}^  asked  him  where  was  his  abode,  for  if  they  might  they 
would  fain  stay  that  evening  with  him.  "  Come  and  see  ! " 
replied  Jesus.  And  they  remained  with  him  the  rest  of  the 
day,  through  hours  never  to  be  forgotten.  Now  one  of  these 
two  was  Andrew  of  Bethsaida,  and  he  went  first  and  found 
his  brother  Simon,  to  tell  him  the  joyful  news,  ''  We  have 
found  the  Messiah ! "  Then  he  brought  Simon  to  Jesus,  who 
knew  him  and  penetrated  to  his  ver}'  heail  as  soon  as  he  saw 
him.  "  Thou  art  Simon,"  he  said,  "  the  son  of  Jona.  Thou 
shalt  be  called  Cephas." 

The  next  day,  before  he  left  Peraea,  where  all  this  bad 
taken  place,  to  go  to  Galilee,  Jesus  found  Philip,  a  fellow- 
townsman  of  Andrew  and  Peter,  and  called  him  to  be  his 
follower.  Philip,  in  his  turn,  went  to  Nathanacl  and  told 
him  the  joyful  tidings :  ^'We  have  found  him  of  whom  the 
lawgiver  and  the  prophets  wrote,  Jesus  the  son  of  Joseph,  of 
Nazareth."  "  Can  any  thing  good  come  out  of  Nazareth?  " 
asked  Nathanael,  in  doubt.  But,  nevertheless,  he  went  with 
his  friend.  When  Jesus  saw  him  approaching,  he  said : 
I  See  vol.  ii.  pp.  4il,  422. 
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*'  This  is  indeed  an  Israelite  without  guile."  "  Whence  dost 
thou  know  me?"  asked  Nathanael,  in  surprise;  on  which 
Jesus  answered,  "  Before  Philip  called  you,  as  you  sat  under 
the  fig-tree,  I  saw  you ; "  and  at  this  token  of  superhuman 
knowledge,  Nathanael  cried  enthusiastically,  "  Rabbi !  thou 
art  the  Son  of  God,  thou  art  the  King  of  Israel ! "  But 
Jesus  promised  him  other  and  more  glorious  proofs  of  his 
greatness:  "Verily,  veril}',  I  say  unto  you,  you  shall  see 
heaven  opened  and  God's  angels  ascending  and  descending 
on  the  Son  of  man,"  —  for  Jacob's  dream  of  the  immediate 
and  uninterrupted  communication  between  heaven  and  earth 
should  be  realized  in  the  person  of  Jesus. 

Again,  in  later  days,  John  bore  witness  to  Jesus ;  for  he 
had  now  returned  with  his  disciples  from  Galilee  to  Judsea 
where  he,  or  rather  they,  baptized  the  people.  Now  John 
was  also  baptizing  not  far  from  the  same  place,  and  on  a  cer- 
tain occasion  his  disciples  came  to  him  and  complained  that 
Jesus  was  drawing  all  men  to  him.  But  John  rebuked 
their  complaint ;  for  he  had  never  given  himself  out  as  the 
Christ,  but  only  as  his  herald,  and  now  he  felt  nothing  but 
joy  in  the  growing  influence  of  his  superior.  "  He  must 
increase,  but  I  must  decrease,"  he  said.  The  Word  made 
flesh  was  from  heaven,  transcended  all  men,  and  spoke  the 
words  of  God.  *'The  Father  loves  the  Son,  and  has  given 
all  things  into  his  power.  He  who  believes  in  the  Son  has 
everlasting  life ;  but  he  who  rejects  him  loses  that  life,  and 
remains  under  the  wrath  of  God." 

Here  let  us  pause  for  a  moment.  How  completely  persons, 
things,  and  circumstances  are  transformed !  But  throughout 
our  treatment  of  this  Gospel  we  shall  regard  it  as  superfluous 
to  fix  attention  on  the  astonishing  difference  between  it  and 
the  others,  nor  should  we  have  stopped  at  this  point  except 
to  ask  a  special  question:  Who  is  this  Nathanael?  He  is 
unknown  to  us  from  other  sources,  and  his  name  never 
occurs  again  even  in  this  Gospel,  except  in  the  appendix. 
This  is  rather  strange,  for  in  the  description  of  these  first 
meetings  a  prominent  position  is  obviouslj^  assigned  to  him ; 
nay,  the  celebrated  declaration  of  Peter  is  laid  upon  his  lips, 
BO  that  he  quite  overshadows  that  Apostle.^  We  should  cer- 
tainly have  expected  to  hear  more  of  him.  Can  he  be  in- 
tended for  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved?  Scarcely,  for  we 
must  probably  identify  this  ideal  disciple  with  the  unnamed 
companion  of  Andrew,  who  first  came  to  Jesus  in  that 
1  See  p.  813. 
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moment  never  to  be  forgotten.  Nathanael  has  been  vaiiousi; 
identified  with  Matthew,  Matthias,  and  Bartholomew,  baton 
very,  inadequate  gi  rounds,  and  there  is  not  the  smallest 
necessity  to  make  him  one  of  the  Twelve  at  all.  Can  he  be 
intended  for  Paul?  Remember  that  Paul,  though  an  Israel- 
ite without  guile,  was  at  first  completely  dominated  by  his 
prejudices ;  that  while  he  still  sat  under  the  barren  fig-tree  of 
Israel's  legal  religion  he  was  already  singled  out  by  the  Lord 
and  chosen  to  be  an  Apostle ;  and  lastly  that  his  conversion 
had  been  previously  brought  into  connection  with  the  preach- 
ing of  Philip  (the  evangelist),  in  a  hostile^ense.^  But  after 
all  the  question  must  remain  unanswered ;  and  perhaps  Na- 
thanael is  no  historical  personage  at  all,  but  a  free  creation 
of  our  writer.  ^'^ 

What  has  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  to  tell  us  of  the 
glory  manifested  in  word  and  deed  by  the  Son  of  God? 

His  first  sign,  performed  at  Cana  of  Galilee,  was  to  torn 
water  into  wine  ;  for  he  gave  and  gives  the  life  of  the  spirit 
in  the  place  of  Hfeless  forms.^  His  second  mighty  deed  was 
of  like  purport,  but  more  aggresi^ive  in  its  character.  It 
was  the  cleansing  of  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem  on  the  day  of 
the  Jewish  Passover.'  This  took  place  after  he  had  made  a 
short  stay  with  relatives  and  disciples  at  Capernaum.  When 
the  Jews  demanded  a  miracle  from  him  as  a  proof  of  his 
commission,  he  answered :  ^^  Destroy  this  temple,  and  in 
three  days  I  will  raise  it  up."  The  Jews  understood  the 
answer  literally ;  and  indeed  throughout  this  Gospel  almost 
every  one  misunderstands  Jesus,  from  a  total  lack  of  spirit- 
ual perception.  Jesus,  says  the  Evangelist,  really  meant  his 
body  by  the  temple.  But  we  must  observe  that  our  author 
sometimes  attaches  a  double  significance  to  an  expression, 
and  that  here  he  means  to  say  that  Jesus  intended  to  speak 
of  his  own  resurrection,  and  also  of  the  building  up  of  his 
spiritual  body,  the  community  of  the  faithful,  when  this  Jew- 
ish religion  has  been  destroyed  by  the  Jews  themselves. 

Many  of  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  when  they  saw  his  signs^ 
believed  in  him ;  but  Jesus,  who  could  read  the  heart,  trusted 
them  not.  On  a  certain  evening  there  came  a  Pharisaic 
councillor  to  him,  called  Nicodemus,  and  declared  his  belief 
in  him  as  a  teacher  come  from  God.  Jesus  said,  in  response, 
that  no  one  could  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  unless  he 
i^as  bom  from  on  high,  fh>m  the  spirit.  Nicodemus  did  not  in 

1  See  pp.  4C0,  5a0,  617  t  See  p.  239.  •  See  pp.  S6S,  886. 
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the  least  comprehend  him ;  but  what  Jesus  was  i^all}'  speak- 
ing of  was  tlie  necessity  for  carnal  man  to  receive  the  higher 
principle  of  Ife  from  above,  the  life  from  God.  "  God  so 
loved  mankind  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  who- 
soever had  faith  in  him  might  be  saved  from  destruction  and 
possess  eternal  life.  For  he  was  not  sent  into  the  world  to 
condemn  mankind,  but  to  save  them.  Whoever  has  faith  in 
him  cannot  be  condemned ;  but  whoever  has  not  faith  is  con- 
demned already  by  his  disbelief  in  God's  Onl3'-begotten. 
This  is  the  Messianic  judgment:  that  the  Light  has  come 
into  the  world,  and  that  men  have  chosen  darkness  rather 
than  light  because  their  works  are  evil.  Every  one  whose 
work  is  evil  hates  the  light  and  flees  from  it,  because  it  would 
rebuke  his  works.  But  he  who  deals  trul}'  seeks  the  light, 
that  his  works  may  be  seen  to  be  done  in  God." 

A  counterpart  to  this  ^hiter\'iew  with  the  celebrated  teacher 
of  Israel  is  found  in  a  conversation  with  a  Samaritan  woman. 
When  the  Pharisees  had  heard  that  Jesus  made  and  baptized 
more  disciples  than  John,  Jesus  went  back  from  Judaea  to 
Galilee.  On  his  way  through  Samaria  he  sat  down  in  the 
heat  of  the  day,  wearied,  by  Jacob's  well,  near  Sychar 
(Shechem),  while  his  disciples  went  into  the  cit}^  to  buy 
food.  Meanwhile  there  came  a  woman  to  draw  water ;  Jesus 
asked  her  to  let  him  drink,  and  this  request,  as  coming  from 
a  Jew,  astonished  her  beyond  measure.^  Then  he  spoke  to 
her  of  the  living  water  which  he  could  give ;  by  which  he 
meant  the  divine  truth  which  satisfies  all  the  wants  of  the 
soul  and  becomes  an  active,  indestructible  principle  of  life 
within.  The  woman  no  more  understood  him  than  Nico- 
demus  had  done.  So  Jesus  said  she  must  go  and  call  her 
husband,  —  and  yet  she  had  no  husband.  She  had  had  five 
husbands  before,  and  the  one  she  now  had  was  not  her  hus- 
band. [From  this  we  gather  that  the  woman  is  a  personi- 
fication of  the  people  of  Samaria,  which  had  formerly  wor- 
shipped five  gods  and  now  served  the  Lord,  who  was  not  the 
real  national  deity  of  Samaria  but  of  Israel.]  The  woman 
now  saw  that  she  was  speaking  to  a  prophet,  and  therefore 
asked  Jesus  whether  the  Samaritans  who  made  Gerizim  the 
trae  place  of  worship,  or  the  Jews  who  made  it  Jerusalem, 
were  right.  He  answered  that  thenceforth  it  was  neither 
Gerizim  nor  Jerusalem.  The  Samaritans  indeed  were  not 
on  a  par  with  the  Jews,  but  the  true  worship  was  confined  to 
QO  (dace  and  limited  by  no  external  conditions ;  for  it  waa 
1  See  Tol  ii.  pp.  452  ff.;  also  pp.  193,  299,  800,  of  this  volume. 
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Bplritual,  even  as  God  was  spirit.  Finally  he  made  himsell 
known  as  the  Christ. 

Upon  this  his  disciples  returned,  and  while  the  woman  was 
gone  to  the  city,  eagerly  to  recount  all  that  had  taken  place, 
they  offered  him  food.  But  he  refused.  He  was  too  much 
absorbed  in  his  life-work  to  eat  any  thing.  This  the}'  could 
not  understand  ;  but  he  declared  that  his  food  was  to  do  the 
will  of  Him  that  sent  him  and  to  finish  His  work.  He  had 
sowed  seed,  and  behold  the  harvest-time  had  come  already. 
It  was  the  special  task  of  his  disciples  to  gather  in  the  har- 
vest.^ And  in  truth  it  appeared  in  the  course  of  a  two-days' 
sta}'  in  this  cit}'  that  not  a  few  Samaritans  believed  in  him  on 
the  strength  of  what  the  woman  had  said,  and  many  more 
yet  when  they  heard  him  themselves.  And  this  was  what 
was  needed,  —  not  to  believe  on  the  authority  of  another, 
but  to  hear  and  know  at  first  hand  that  Jesus  was  in  truth 
the  SaWour  of  mankind. 

On  the  other  hand  in  Galilee,  his  native  place,  they  only 
received  him  because  of  the  signs  which  the  pilgrims  of  Jeru- 
salem had  seen  him  perform.  An  officer  of  Capernaum, 
whose  son  was  lying  on  his  death-bed,  came  to  him  at  Cana 
to  implore  his  aid,  and  although  it  grieved  Jesus  much  that 
any  one  should  believe  in  him  simply  because  of  his  miracles 
and  not  because  of  the  truth  he  preached,  or  his  own  spiritual 
greatness,  nevertheless  he  spoke  the  word  of  might ;  and  at 
that  very  moment  the  bo}^  though  lying  in  bed  at  eight  leagues' 
distance,  was  healed. '^ 

These  scenes  are  especially  intended  to  show  the  nature 
of  true  faith. 

Jesus  went  about,  bringing  to  mankind  deliverance,  truth, 
and  life.  But  everywhere  he  was  met  by  spiritual  incapa- 
cit}^,  by  worldliness,  by  hostility,  which  swelled  at  last  into 
murderous  violence. 

Again  there  was  a  feast  of  the  Jews,  and  Jesus  went  to 
Jerusalem.  On  a  Sabbath  day  he  came  to  the  bath  of  Be- 
thesda,  that  is  ^'  House  of  Compassion,"  near  the  Sheep-gate. 
In  the  five  porticoes  of  this  batii  there  lay  a  host  of  i^icted 
beings,  such  as  the  blind,  the  maimed,  the  crippled.  Now 
and  then  the  water  was  stirred  from  below,  and  any  one  who 
leaped  into  the  bath  at  that  moment  was  healed.  Here  Jesus 
found  a  man  who  had  been  disabled  for  eight-and-thirt}*  years, 
and  said  to  him,  " Do  you  wish  to  be  healed?"  "  Alas ! " 
1  Sm  pp.  514  ff.  s  See  pp.  987,  80S,  30». 
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he  answered  in  iespair,  '*  I  have  no  one  to  plunge  me  into  the 
bath  when  the  water  bubbles  up;  and  as  I  creep  on  some 
other  is  before  me."  "  Arise !  take  up  your  bed  and  walk ! " 
cried  Jesus,  and  the  sufferer  obeyed  and  was  healed.  In 
truth  he  heals  the  sick ;  he  gives  power  to  the  spiritually  crip- 
pled to  rise  up  and  walk  upon  the  path  of  God's  command- 
ments, if  only  they  are  not  stubborn  bnt  have  faith  in  him. 

Now  when  the  Jews  came  upon  the  restored  sufferer,  carry- 
ing his  bed,  they  rebuked  him  for  breaking  the  Sabbath.  He 
appealed  to  the  injunction  of  his  benefactor ;  but  at  first  he 
could  not  tell  them  who  it  was.  Afterwards  Jesus  met  him 
in  the  temple  and  exhorted  him  to  sin  no  more.  Then  the 
man  directed  the  Jews  to  Jesus,  upon  whom  all  their  rage 
now  turned  because  he  had  desecrated  the  day  of  the  Lord ; 
but  Jesus  appealed  to  his  Father,  who  never  paused  in  his 
works  of  beneficence  on  the  day  of  rest.  After  this  they 
sought  to  kill  him  all  the  more  because  he  had  likened  him- 
self to  God,  as  his  Father.  But  Jesus  went  on,  untroubled 
by  their  rage,  and  said  that  ^very  thing  he  did  was  after  the 
pattern  of  his  Father's  works  and  in  His  might ;  even  as  his 
Father,  so  did  he  too  wake  life  out  of  death ;  nay,  the  Father 
had  appointed  him  as  judge  in  order  that  he  might  receive 
from  all  men  the  same  honor  as  the  Father.  John,  the  Father 
himself,  the  Scriptures,  —  which  the  Jews  regarded  with  a  rev- 
erence that  was  even  excessive,  —  all  bore  witness  to  him. 
In  vain!  They  were  still  without  faith.  Their  own  Law 
would  itself  convince  and  condemn  them  of  unbelief. 

When  he  had  returned  to  Galilee  he  fed  the  multitudes 
miraculously,  and  thus  showed  his  power  of  amply  providing 
for  the  wants  of  countless  hosts  with  the  scantiest  means,  and 
when  every  one  was  wholly  at  a  loss.^  The  beholders  ac- 
knowledged him  as  the  great  prophet,  and  wanted  to  make 
him  King ;  but  he  withdrew  to  the  mountain,  and  presently, 
walking  in  the  night  over  the  stormy  waves,  he  rejoined  his 
disciples,  who  had  crossed  in  the  boat  to  Capernaum.^  Great 
was  the  amazement  of  the  people  when  they  found  him  there. 
He  rebuked  them  because  it  was  not  for  the  imperishable 
bread  of  the  soul  that  they  followed  him :  he  was  himself 
the  bread  of  life  that  had  come  down  from  heaven.  Now  to 
the  Jews  he  was  only  the  son  of  Joseph,  and  therefore  they 
did  not  believe  these  words.  But  none  the  less  were  they  the 
truth ;  and  all  who  would  possess  eternal  life  must  take  his 
spirit  and  his  life,  must  take  him,  as  it  were,  himself,  into 
1  See  pp.  148  ff  S  See  pp.  268,  269. 
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themselves :  and  all  this  is  symbolized  in  the  bread  and  wine 
eaten  at  the  Loi*d's  Supper.  By  this  discourse  many  of  his 
disciples,  who  took  every  thing  literally,  were  repelled,  and 
therefore  they  forsook  him.  Then  he  said  to  the  Twelve : 
"  You  will  not  forsake  me  likewise?"  Upon  which  Peter  ex- 
claimed, "  Lord !  to  whom  should  we  go?  Thou  hast  words 
of  eternal  life,  and  we  believe  and  know  that  thou  art  the  Holy 
One  of  God."  A  glorious  confession !  But  alas !  that  one 
of  these  chosen  ones  should  be  a  devil.  Jesus  knew  it  and 
said  it,  for  he  recognized  his  betrayer  from  the  first. 

Exposed  to  murderous  attacks  in  Judsea^  Jesus  remained 
in  Galilee  till  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles.  His  brothers,  who 
did  not  believe  in  him,  urged  him  to  go  to  Jerusalem,  to  show 
himself  to  all  men.  He  refused,  but  subsequently  went  up 
secretly.  The  multitude  was  much  divided  in  disposition 
towards  him ;  and  presently  when  he  taught  in  the  temple  ^ 
every  one  was  amazed.  No  one  dared  to  lay  hands  upon  him, 
and  even  the  officers  of  justice  sent  to  seize  him  returned 
without  doing  any  thing.  But  the  high  priests  and  Pharisees 
who  had  sent  them  were  all  the  more  exasperated,  and  woold 
not  so  much  as  listen  to  Nicodemus,  who  raised  a  feeble  pro- 
test in  his  favor. 

Meanwhile  Jesus  went  on  teaching,  promised  life  to  who- 
soever would  receive  him,  proclaimed  himself  the  light  of 
the  world,  warned  the  stubborn  of  death  in  their  sins,  and 
promised  his  faithful  followers  the  knowledge  of  the  truth 
and  in  it  the  enjoj'ment  of  true  moral  liberty.  '*  He  who  com- 
mits sin  is  a  slave.  If  the  son  make  you  free,  then  shall  you 
be  free  indeed."  The  Jews  were  not  free,  nor  were  they  Abra- 
ham's children,  for  in  that  case  they  would  do  the  works  of 
Abraham ;  rather  were  they  children  of  the  devil,  and  that 
was  why  tliey  would  not  listen  to  the  teaching  of  Jesus,  but 
sought  to  kill  him,  though  he  had  come  forth  from  God  and 
was  exalted  above  all  men,  and  delivered  his  own  from  death 
for  ever. 

Yesl  he  was  indeed  the  light  of  mankind,  as  he  soon 
proved.  When  he  left  the  temple,  to  escape  being  stoned, 
he  passed  a  man  who  had  been  born  blind,  and  who  sat  beg- 
ging. His  disciples  asked  him  whether  this  punishment  had 
come  upon  the  man  for  his  own  sins,  or  for  those  of  his  par- 
ents. Jesus  combated  their  superstitious  idea  altogether, 
and  explained  that,  in  the  course  of  his  own  unwearied  labors 
throughout  the  whole  day  of  life,  this  poor  sufferer^s  very  in- 
1  Seep.  176. 
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firmity  was  to  become  a  means  of  displaying  God's  redeeming 
love.  Then  he  made  some  salve  with  spittle,  anointed  the 
blind  man's  eyes  with  it,  and  ordered  him  to  go  and  bathe  in 
the  pool  of  Siloam.  No  sooner  had  he  done  so  than  he 
gained  his  sight.  His  neighbors  were  filled  with  amazement, 
and  could  not  believe  their  e^'es  till  he  told  them  how  it  had 
come  about.  He  was  brought  before  the  Pharisees,  who  re- 
newed their  strictures  on  Jesus  for  again  performing  a  cure 
on  the  Sabbath.  The  man's  parents  were  now  summoned ; 
but,  since  they  knew  the  authorities  had  determined  to  lay 
any  one  who  acknowledged  Jesus  as  the  Christ  under  the  ban 
of  the  synagogue,  they  would  commit  themselves  to  nothing 
beyond  the  statement  that  their  son  was  born  blind,  and 
would  give  no  opinion  as  to  how  he  had  been  healed.  On 
this  the  man  himself  was  examined  again  ;  but,  however  hard 
they  pressed  him,  he  continued  stoutly  to  maintain  that  his 
benefactor  was  a  prophet  sent  by  God,  whereupon  he  was 
cast  out  with  contumely.  When  Jesus  heard  of  this  he  went 
and  found  him,  and  asked:  ^^  Do  you  believe  in  the  Son  of 
God?"  "  Lord !  do  but  tell  me  who  he  is,  and  I  am  ready," 
answered  he.  Then  Jesus  made  himself  known,  and  received 
his  homage.  Such,  then,  is  the  result  of  his  labors :  by  the 
light  which  he  makes  arise  in  the  moral  world  the  simple  and 
the  ignorant  have  their  eyes  opened  to  the  truth,  -2-  to  the 
highest  good  of  man ;  but  the  learned  and  the  wise  reject 
his  guidance  in  their  self-conceit,  and  so  become  blind  to  the 
truth,  and  cast  out  those  that  Jesus  has  delivered ! 

Jesus  is  the  good  shepherd.  His  sheep,  the  children  of 
God,  listen  to  his  voice,  follow  him,  are  saved  and  blessed 
with  abundance  of  all  things  needful  to  them.  Israel's  lead- 
ers on  the  other  hand  are  all  thieves  and  robbers,  or  at  best 
faithless  hirelings,  who  flee  from  the  beasts  of  prey  and  leave 
the  flock  to  its  ^te.  The  good  shepherd  offers  up  his  life  for 
his  flock ;  and  Jesus  offers  up  his  life  for  his  own,  whether 
Israelites  or  heathen,  who  must  all  be  one  flock  under  one 
shepherd.  And  if  he  offers  himself  up  for  them,  that  same 
moral  force  which  enables  him  to  surrender  his  life  gives  him 
power  also  to  seize  the  higher  life  even  out  of  death. 

Again,  in  the  temple,  at  the  Feast  of  Lights,^  after  the 
unbelievers  had  taunted  him  in  vain,  he  spoke  of  his  care  for 
the  sheep  which  no  power  in  the  world  could  pluck  out  of 
his  own  or  his  Father's  hand,  for  he  and  the  Father  were  one. 
For  this  saying  the  Jews  were  ready  to  stone  him  as  a  bias- 
1  Sm  toL  U.  pp.  566,  666. 
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phemer.  But  Jesus  showed  them  there  was  no  blasphemy  in 
his  words,  and  shielded  himself  from  their  violence  by  retreat- 
ing into  the  Transjordanie  regions,  where  many  who  were 
mindful  of  the  preaching  of  John  believed  in  him. 

The  conflict  had  now  reached  such  a  point  that  the  crisis 
oould  not  be  long  delayed.    Let  us  see  what  brought  it  about. 

At  Bethany,  on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  lived  a  brother  and 
two  sisters  who  were  very  dear  to  Jesus.  They  were  Lazams, 
Mar}',  who  anointed  the  Lord  and  wiped  his  feet  with  her 
hair,  and  Martha.^  It  was  from  the  sisters  that  Jesus  heard, 
while  still  in  Peraea,  that  his  friend  Lazarus  was  ill.  ^^  This 
sickness  will  not  result  in  death,  but  in  the  glorifving  of  God 
in  His  Son,"  said  Jesus,  and  stayed  two  daj's  where  he  was. 
Then  he  said  to  his  disciples,  ^'  Let  us  go  to  Judtea  again ! " 
They  were  afraid  of  his  being  stoned  b}'  the  Jews ;  but  he  told 
them  that  if  the  duration  of  each  one's  day  of  life  is  unalter- 
ably fixed,  he  who  treads  his  path  by  the  daylight  of  truth  has 
nought  to  fear.  He  only  who  walks  in  the  night  of  sin  need 
fear.  He  told  them  also  that  Lazarus  slept  the  sleep  of  death, 
from  which  he  w^as  about  to  wake  him  to  increase  their  faith. 
"  Let  us  go  too,"  said  Thomas,  "  and  die  with  our  Master." 

When  they  reached  Bethany  Lazarus  had  already  been 
buried  ^our  daj's,  and  many  Jews  of  Jerusalem  had  come  to 
condole  with  the  sisters.  When  Martha  heard  that  Jesus 
was  coming  she  went  and  met  him  outside  the  village.  ''O 
my  Lord ! "  she  cried,  ^'  hadst  thou  been  here  my  brother 
would  not  have  died.  But,  even  now,  I  know  that  God 
will  grant  whatever  thou  mayest  ask  Him."  '^  Your  brother 
shall  rise  again,"  answered  Jesus.  '^  Yes,  on  the  last  day !  " 
sobbed  Martha.  But  Jesus  meant  something  very  different. 
''  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life,"  he  went  on,  **  and  who- 
soever believes  in  me,  though  he  be  dead,  shall  yet  live ;  and 
whosoever  lives  and  believes  in  me  shall  never  die.  Belicvest 
thou  this  ? "  Then  Martha  confessed  him  to  be  the  Son  of 
God,  and  went  away  to  call  out  Mary  secretly.  Mary  rose 
at  once,  and  her  visitors,  who  thought  she  was  going  to  the 
grave,  followed  her.  She  threw  hereelf  down  before  Jesus 
with  the  same  expostulation  which  her  sister  had  made. 
When  he  saw  all  these  mourners  Jesus  was  deeply  moved, 
and  asked  for  the  tomb.  ''  Come  and  see  it.  Lord,"  they 
answered.  Jesus  wept.  ^^Roll  away  the  stone,"  he  said, 
when  he  stood  beside  the  tomb.^    ''  Loi-d !  the  body  is  already 

1  See  pp  8S7,  888,  405,  406, 186,  187,  906,  906.       *  See  pp.  469,  460, 471. 
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decaying,"  objected  Martha ;  but  Jesus  rebuked  her  want  of 
faith,  and  after  thanking  God  aloud,  in  order  that  the  by- 
standers might  have  faith  in  his  divine  mission,  he  uttered  the 
word  of  mighi,  ^^ Lazarus,  come  forth!"  And  immediately 
he  came  forth,  with  his  hands  and  feet  and  face  swathed 
in  the  burial  clothes.  Jesus  ordered  them  to  unwrap  the 
shroud  and  free  him.  [This  was  the  culmination  of  his  mirac- 
ulous power,^  and  shows  in  a  symbol  of  overwhelming  force 
how,  as  be  said  to  Mailha,  he  gives  eternal  life  to  all  who 
believe  in  him  ;  how  he  can  make  man  rise  from  the  death  of 
sin,  from  a  moral  corruption  that  is  even  far  advanced,  into 
that  ti-uth  of  hfe,  which  develops  ever  more  and  more  glori- 
ously, and  never  has  an  end.] 

Many  of  the  Jews  who  witnessed  this  event  believed  in 
him,  but  others  went  and  told  it  to  the  Pharisees,  who  at  once 
took  counsel  with  the  high  priests.  They  knew  not  what  to 
do.  If  they  let  the  wonder-worker  go  his  way  every  one 
would  beheve  in  him,  and  then  Roman  intervention  would 
give  things  a  fatal  turn.  Caiaphas  therefore  said,  ^^It  is 
better  that  one  man  should  die  for  all  than  that  the  nation 
should  perish."  Thus  did  he  prophesy,  as  high  priest  for 
that  year,  that  Jesus  would  die  for  the  people ;  nay,  for  the 
children  of  God  among  the  heathen  also.  From  this  day 
forward  they  sought  to  seize  Jesus  and  put  him  to  death. 
But  he  withdrew  into  the  city  of  Ephraim. 

On  Monday,  six  days  before  the  Passover,  he  was  again 
at  Bethany,  where  a  meal  was  provided  in  his  honor  at  which 
Martha  acted  as  hostess.  Lazarus  was  one  of  the*  guests, 
and  Mary  showed  her  gratitude  by  anointing  the  feet  of  Jesus 
with  spikenard.  Thereupon  Judas,  who  held  the  purse  and 
was  a  thief,  reproved  her  for  waste,  but  Jesus  defended  her.* 
Many  of  the  Jews  came  there  to  see  Jesus  and  Lazarus, 
and  the  authorities  perceived  that  decisive  measures  must  be 
taken.  The  next  day  he  rode  into  Jerusalem  upon  an  ass,' 
amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  pilgrims  who  hailed  him  as 
the  King  of  Israel,  and  the  multitude  who  greeted  him  as  the 
raiser  of  Lazarus.  There  were  certain  Greeks  in  Jerusalem 
who  asked  Philip  to  give  them  access  to  Jesus,  and  Jesus 
took  this  as  the  foreshadowing  of  the  glory  that  would  be  his 
from  the  faith  of  the  heathen  world  resulting  from  his  death. 
Just  as  the  grain  of  corn  must  rot  in  the  earth  before  it  can 
live  again  in  the  heavy-laden  ear,  so  would  his  death  also 

1  See  p  887.  s  See  pp.  4a5,  406,  206. 
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yield  a  rich  harvest.  Self-seeking  is  self-slaying,  bat  to  lose 
the  life  is  to  preserve  it.^  Then  for  a  moment  Jesus  was  per- 
turbed in  spirit,  but  a  voice  fh)m  heaven,  uttered  for  the  sake 
of  the  people,  announced  that  his  prayer  that  God  should  be 
glorified  was  heard.  Henceforth  Satan  was  bei-efl  of  his 
power  over  mankind,  and  Jesus  would  draw  all  men  to  him- 
self in  his  exaltation  on  the  cross,  his  exaltation  to  God. 

On  this  and  the  following  days  he  concealed  himself  because 
of  the  stubborn  unbelief  of  the  Jews ;  even  those  of  the  chief 
people  who  secretly  adhered  to  him  dared  not  openly  confess 
it.  Yet,  whosoever  beheld  Jesus  beheld  Him  who  sent  him ; 
and  whosoever  rejected  him  would  one  day  be  condemned, 
—  not  by  him,  for  he  had  only  come  to  save  mankind,  but 
by  the  words  which  he  had  uttered. 

On  Thursday  evening  Jesus  had  lain  down  to  meat  with  his 
disciples  for  the  last  time  before  he  should  go  to  the  Father.* 
It  was  not  the  Paschal  meal.  The  Passover  did  not  begin 
until  the  following  evening ;  for  he  himself  who  was  the  true 
Paschal  lamb,  and  as  such  made  an  end  of  all  sacrifices,*  must 
be  put  to  death  at  the  very  dsky  and  hour  ordained  for  the 
slaughter  of  the  lamb,  —  not  twenty-four  hours  later  as  the 
Synoptic  Gospels  say.  The  betrayal  by  Judas  was  already 
determined  by  the  devil.  But  the  love  of  Jesus  for  his  friends 
was  now  to  reach  its  culmination.  He  rose  from  the  table, 
in  full  consciousness  of  his  absolute  supremacy  and  his  divine 
origin  and  destiny,  laid  aside  his  upper  garment,  girt  himself 
with  a  linen  towel,  poured  some  water  into  the  basin,  and 
washed  'his  disciples'  feet.  When  it  came  to  Peter's  turn  he 
remonstrated,  for  he  did  not  understand  what  it  meant.  So 
Jesus  said,  ^^  Unless  I  wash  3"ou,  you  have  no  part  in  me ;" 
upon  which  Peter  begged  him  to  wash  his  hands  and  his  head 
also,  but  Jesus  would  not,  for  it  was  not  needful.  And  now 
they  were  entirely'  pure,  —  all  but  one.  For  b}-  thus  washing 
their  feet,  and  setting  forth  symbolically  in  this  servile  office 
his  ministering  love  for  them,  Jesus  also  meant  to  indicate 
the  cleansing  power  of  his  suffering  and  death ;  for  it  would 
purify  them,  and  all  who  like  them  were  even  now  redeemed 
and  cleansed  b}'  fellowship  with  Jesus,  from  the  last  stains 
of  sin  which  still  as  it  were  clung  to  their  feet  from  their 
contact  with  a  corrupted  world. 

When  he  had  finished  washing  their  feet,  and  had  resumed 
his  outer  garment  and  taken  his  place  again  at  the  table,  he 

1  See  p.  S80.  'See  pp.  407  ff. 

*  See  1  CorinUiians  v.  7,  and  p.  649. 
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exhorted  them  all  to  take  to  heart  the  example  which  he, 
their  Lord  and  Master,  had  given  them,  and  to  serve  and 
cleanse  one  another  in  humble  love.^  But  alas !  there  was 
one  traitor  larking  among  them !  When  Jesus  said  this,  the 
disciple  whom  he  loved,  and  who  \&y  next  to  him  at  table, 
turned  his  head  on  the  Lord's  bosom,  at  a  sign  from  Peter, 
and  asked  him  secretly  who  the  botrajer  was.  The  Lord 
indicated  Judas  by  a  covert  sign,  and  then  told  Judas  himself 
to  make  haste.  The  others  thought  he  was  telling  him,  as 
the  purse-bearer,  to  buy  something  for  the  approaching  Pass- 
over, or  give  something  to  the  poor;  and  so  the  betrayer 
withdrew  in  the  darkness  of  the  night.  Then  Jesus  spoke  of 
being  glorified  and  of  going  away  to  a  place  whither  they 
should  follow  him  afterwards;  and  he  gave  them  the  new 
commandment  of  Christian  brotherly  love,  according  to  his 
own  example:  ^^B^^thls  shall  all  men  know  that  you  are 
my  disciples,  if  you  have  love  one  to  another." 

What  follows  next  in  the  Fourth  Gospel  can  hardly  be 
given  in  a  summary.  It  must  be  read  in  its  entirety.  It 
consists  of  a  moving  series  of  farewell  exhortations  and  a 
not  less  moving  prayer  for  the  disciples.^  It  is  here  that  this 
testimony  of  faith  in  Jesus  meets  us  in  the  fulness  of  its 
power  and  its  unsurpassed  beaut3\  Here  we  learn  what  the 
beloved  disciple,  who  shared  the  spirit  of  the  Master,  found 
in  him,  —  the  only  way  to  the  Father,  the  divine  truth  and 
the  higher  life  in  very  person,  the  living  image  of  the  Father. 
We  learn  how  he  reganied  his  death,  —  as  the  entrance  upon 
the  glory  which  had  been  laid  up  for  him,  as  the  preparation 
of  a  place  for  his  loved  ones  in  the  Father's  house,  as  the 
indispensable  condition  of  the  coming  of  the  Spirit  of  truth, 
of  the  fuU  and  independent  growth  in  spirit  of  his  disciples. 
We  learn  the  enduring  relationship  in  which  he  stands  to 
Jesus ;  it  is  as  his  disciple  that  be  henceforth  prays  to  God ; 
it  is  in  his  power  and  bj^  sharing  his  life  that  he  bears  fruit, 
like  a  branch  that  is  part  of  the  vine ;  and  he  it  is  who  comes 
back  to  his  friends,  in  the  Spirit  of  truth,  and  abides  with 
them.  We  learn  what  he  owes  to  Jesus,  —  untroubled  peace 
of  soul,  courage  to  bear  witness  to  the  Christ  in  spite  of  the 
hatreJ  and  persecution  of  the  world,  childlike  communion 
with  the  Father  without  advocate  or  mediator,  confidence  in 
victory  thrcughout  every  conflict.  We  learn  the  great  purpose 
of  the  work  of  Jesus,  —  to  glorif}'  the  Father  by  the  higher 
revelation  of  Him  brought  to  mankind ;  to  sanctify  all  the 
1  See  p.  414.  •  John  ziT.-zyU. 
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children  of  God  by  this  truth,  and  to  bind  them  bj  the  most 
exalted  love  to  one  another,  to  their  Saviour,  and  to  their  Fa- 
ther, thus  making  them  share  the  eternal  glory  of  the  Sod 
and  biinging  all  mankind  to  acknowledge  his  mission.  This, 
and  far  more  than  this,  finds  full  and  beauteous  expression  in 
these  chapters.  From  first  to  last  they  are  pervaded  by  a 
tone  to  which  the  strings  of  our  hearts  vibrate  in  harmonious 
response.  It  is  the  tone  of  a  faith  which  has  left  the  ancient 
contradictions  far  behind,  or  rather  far  below  it,  entering  into 
a  new  world  which  has  opened  out  before  it,  and  in  which  it 
rests  in  full  contentment  as  in  its  proper  home.  It  is  the 
tone  of  a  hope  which  no  Ibnger  feels  or  fears  the  ancient  dis- 
appointment, for  the  very  reason  that  it  reaches  out  towards 
a  purely  spiritual  redemption,  which  has  already  gained  its 
provisional  fulfilment  now,  and  goes  to  meet  the  future  with 
a  Joyous  confidence.  In  a  word,  it  is  here  more  than  any- 
where else  that  we  find  the  inward  peace,  the  unshaken  trust, 
the  beauteous  harmony  of  that  Ghristian  mind  that  comes  so 
freely  and  proudly  forth ;  of  that  Christian  society  that  is 
taking  shape,  as  it  were,  before  our  very  eyes. 

In  conclusion,  let  us  glance  at  the  account  of  the  glorifi- 
cation of  Jesus  in  suffering,  in  death,  in  resurrection ! 

Accompanied  by  his  disciples  Jesus  left  the  city,  crossed 
the  brook  of  Kidron,-  and  entered  a  garden.*  It  was  not 
because  his  soul  was  dismayed,  for  that  was  impossible.  It 
was  not  to  seek  for  strength  in  praj^er,  for  that  was  not 
needful.  But  this  was  the  usual  place  of  meeting,  and  was 
well  known  as  such  to  Judas,  who  soon  came  there  with 
Roman  soldiers  and  Jewish  retainers,  carrying  lanterns  and 
torches.  Jesus  was  not  betrayed  by  a  kiss  as  though  he 
were  a  victim,  but  he  surrendered  himself  up  freely,  stepping 
forward  to  meet  the  band  and  sa3'ing,  ''Whom  seek  ye?" 
They  answered,  '^  Jesus  of  Nazareth ;"  and  when  Jesus  said, 
''  I  am  he!"  they  fell  down  upon  the  earth.  Jesus,  on  his 
side,  took  care  to  provide  for  the  unmolested  departure  of 
his  disciples,  and  rebuked  Peter,  who  had  cut  ofi*  the  right 
ear  of  Malchus,  a  servant  of  the  high  priest.  Should  he 
not  drink  the  cup  of  suffering  which  his  Father  gave  him  ? 

He  was  carried  in  bonds  first  to  Annas,  then  to  Caiaphas.' 

While  Peter  denied  him,  as  he  had  foretold,  he  was  being 

tried.     When  questioned  as  to  his  followers  and  his  teaching, 

he  referred  to  his  hearers  for  an  answer,  saying  that  he  hfui 

1  See  pp.  419  ff.  >  See  opu  4SS  ff. 
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never  taught  in  secret,  but  had  spoken  freely  iu  S3iiagogne 
and  temple.  For  that  answer  one  of  the  attendants  struck 
hun  in  the  face,  but  the  quiet  rebuke  of  Jesus  was  as  calm 
and  gentle  as  ever. 

Early  in  the  morning  he  was  taken  from  Caiaphas  to  the 
palace  of  the  governor.^  The  accusers  remained  outside  for 
fear  of  becoming  unclean  and  unfit  to  eat  the  Passover  in  the 
evening,  by  treading  the  floor  of  the  heathen.  So  Pilate 
came  out  to  them  and  asked  of  what  they  accused  the  prisoner. 
But  they  abruptly  and  haughtily  declined  to  set  the  accusation 
forth.  So  Pilate  of  course  said  that  iu  that  case  they  must 
judge  the  prisoner  themselves  in  accordance  with  their  own 
Law,  and  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  matter. 
But  they  urged  that  the  right  of  judging  in  cases  of  life  and 
death  had  been  taken  away  from  them. 

Then  the  governor  went  in  again,  summoned  Jesus,  and 
said  to  him,  *'  Are  you  the  King  of  the  Jews?"  But  Jesus 
put  him  to  shame  by  answering,  "  Have  you  or  3'our  subordi- 
nates ever  seen  it?"  ''  Am  1  a  Jew,  then?"  retorted  Pilate 
proudly.  *'  Your  own  people  and  the  high  priests  have  given 
you  up  to  me.  What  is  it  you  have  done?  "  "  My  kingdom 
is  not  of  this  world  [such  was  the  lofty  declaration  of  the 
Lord !]  or  else  mj'  ser^'ants  would  resist  my  surrender  to  the 
Jews  by  force  of  arms.  But  my  kingdom  is  of  a  higher  than 
earthly  rank. "  '*  Then  you  are  a  king  after  all?  "  answered 
the  other.  "  It  is  as  you  say,"  replied  Jesus.  "  But  for  this 
end  came  I  into  tlie  world,  to  bring  the  truth  to  light.  Who- 
ever is  a  child  of  the  truth  listens  to  me."  ''  What  is  truth?  " 
said  Pilate ;  and  with  this  sceptic's  question  on  his  lips  he 
turned  away  to  go  to  the  Jews  again.  ''  I  cannot  find  that 
he  is  guilty  of  any  thing,"  he  said.  *'  But  you  have  a  custom 
for  me  to  release  a  prisoner  for  you  at  the  Passover.  Shall  it 
be  the  King  of  the  Jews?"  ''Not  him,  but  Barabbas!" 
shouted  they.     Now  Barabbas  was  a  robber. 

When  Jesus  had  been  scourged  and  mocked,  Pilate  made 
another  attempt  to  move  the  Jews.  He  declared  once  more 
that  Jesus  was  innocent,  brought  him  out  with  the  crown  of 
thorns  on  his  temples  and  the  purple  robe  on  his  shoulders, 
and  cried,  "  Behold  the  man ! " — as  much  as  to  say,  "There  ! 
look  at  your  unhappy  victim  ! "  "  Crucify  him,  crucify  him !  " 
shrieked  the  high  priests  and  their  retainers.  "Then  do  it 
yourselves,  if  you  can  and  dare ;  for  I  will  not  be  driven 
into  it,  "  answered  Pilate  angrily.  "  Our  Law  condemns  him 
1  See  pp.  437  ff. 
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to  death,  for  he  has  declared  himself  to  be  God's  aon, "  cried 
they,  stating  the  real  ground  of  accusation  at  last.  ^'  Son 
of  a  god !  "  thought  Pilate,  ''  I  must  look  into  that. "  So  he 
went  back  and  said  to  Jesus,  *'In  verj'  truth  whence  art 
thou  ?  "  There  was  no  repty.  The  irritated  governor  burst 
into  a  passion,  but  the  calm  and  lofby  bearing  of  Jesus  brought 
him  to  himself  again.  Indeed  he  would  have  set  him  at  libertj 
there  and  then,  had  he  not  been  restrained  b^'  an  implied  threat 
of  the  Jews  that  thej  would  accuse  him  before  the  Emperor 
of  siding  with  rioters.  It  was  towards  noon  when  at  last  he 
put  hfmself  in  the  seat  of  judgment,  and  after  a  last  feeble 
protest  condemned  Jesus  to  the  cross. 

So  he  was  led  out  to  Golgotha  and  crucified  between  two 
others.^  The  high  priests  protested  against  the  superscrip- 
tion, but  in  vain.  It  ran  :  *'  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  King  of 
the  Jews,"  and  was  written  in  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin. 
In  this  last  language  the  initial  letters  would  be  I.  N.  R.  I. ; 
and  this  is  why  we  see  these  letters  above  the  cross  in  pic- 
tures. The  soldiers  divided  his  upper  garments  by  tearing 
them  into  four  shares ;  but  his  under  garment  was  woven  in 
a  single  piece  without  a  seam,  like  that  of  the  priests ;  so  for 
it  they  cast  lots.  Thus  was  the  Scripture  literally  fulfilled.* 
By  the  cross  were  standing  the  mother  of  Jesus,  her  sister 
Mary  the  wife  of  Clopas,  and  Mary  of  Magdala.  Now  when 
Jesus  saw  his  mother,  and  the  disciple  whom  he  loved  near 
to  her,  he  conferred  upon  him  the  lofby  task  of  taking  his 
place  as  her  son.  "Woman,"  he  said  to  his  mother,  "be- 
hold 3'our  son ! "  and  to  the  disciple,  "  Behold  ^our  mother !  '* 
From  that  time  forth  the  disciple  took  her  to  his  home.  Thus 
by  the  last  expression  of  his  will  did  the  Christ  commend  and 
intrust  his  mother  —  that  is  the  community  —  to  his  beloved 
disciple,  passing  over  all  the  others.*  Knowing  that  all  the 
predictions  of  the  Scripture  were  now  fulfilled,  Jesus  said, 
"  I  thirst."  A  sponge  was  dipped  into  some  vinegar  that 
stood  there  and  put  to  his  lips  on  a  stick  of  hyssop.  He  took 
the  refreshing  draught,  cried  out,  "  Finished !  "  bowed  down 
his  head  and  gave  up  the  ghost. 

Now  the  coming  Sabbath  was  also  the  first  day  of  the 
Passover,  and  was  therefore  specially  sacred ;  and  for  this 
reason  the  Jews  wished  the  bodies  to  be  taken  down  before- 
hand, and  obtained  the  governor's  consent  that  it  should  be 
so.^    In  such  a  case  the  criminals  must  have  their  legs  broken 

1  See  pp.  447  flL  ^  See  vol.  ii.  p.  810. 

•  See  pp.  833,  667.  «  Deuteronomy  xxi.  22,  23. 
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with  a  crowbar,  and  must  then  be  dispatched.  This  was  ac- 
cordingly done  to  the  two  malefactors,  but  not  to  Jesus,  for 
he  was  dead  ahready.  He  was  the  tine  Paschal  lamb,  and  no 
bone  of  his  must  be  broken,  —  for  so  the  Scripture  ordained.^ 
But  one  of  the  soldiere  (again  in  accordance  with  Scripture  *^) 
ran  a  spear  into  his  side  and  there  flowed  out  blood  and 
water,  —  the  symbol  of  tlie  atonement  by  his  death  and  the 
purification  by  his  spirit.  Such  is  the  veriest  truth  concern- 
ing the  suffering  on  the  cross,  made  manifest  bybim  who  has 
.^en  it  and  experienced  it,  for  the  strengthening  of  the  faith 
of  the  Christians ! 

Presently  Joseph  of  Arimathea  was  assisted  in  the  burial 
by  Nicodemus,  who  brought  a  bundled  pounds  of  a  mixture 
of  myrrh  and  aloes.  The  bod}'  was  carefully  swathed  in 
cloths,  together  with  these  strong  spices,  according  to  Jewish 
custom,  and  then  was  taken  to  a  garden,  close  by  the  place 
of  execution,  and  laid  in  a  tomb  that  had  never  before  been 
used.  The  place  was  chosen  because  it  was  so  near,  and  the 
approach  of  the  Sabbath  made  it  needful  to  hasten. 

But  this  was  not  the  end.'  On  Sunday  morning,  while  it 
was  yet  dark,  Mary  Magdalene  went  to  the  garden.  There 
she  saw  the  stone  rolled  away  from  the  cave,  and  perceived 
at  once  that  the  grave  was  empty.  She  hurried  with  the  sad 
news  to  Peter  and  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved.  At  once 
they  both  hastened  to  the  spot.  Peter  was  the  last  to  reach 
it,  but  the  first  to  enter  the  tomb,  where  he  found  the  swath- 
ing bands  and  the  napkin  for  the  head  laid  there  clean  and  in 
due  order.  When  the  other  saw  thi3  he  had  faith,  even  before 
the  Christ  had  appeared  to  any  one.  Then  they  went  back 
again. 

Meanwhile  Mary  stayed  weeping  at  the  grave.  But  when 
she  bent  down  to  cast  a  glance  at  the  deserted  resting-place, 
she  saw  through  her  tears  that  an  angel  was  sitting  where  the 
head  had  laiu,  and  another  where  the  feet  had  been.  And 
the  words  fell  upon  her  ear:  *' Woman!  why  dost  thou 
weep?"  "Because  they  have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I 
know  not  where  they  have  laid  him,"  she  sobbed  as  she 
turned  away.  And  there  stood  Jesus  himself  by  her  side, 
but  she  knew  him  not,  and  thought  he  was  the  keeper  of  the 
garden.  "  Woman  1  why  dost  thou  weep?  Whom  dost  thou 
seek  ?  "  he  asked.  "  Ah,  sir ! "  she  cried, ''  if  you  have  borne 
him  away,  do  but  tell  me  where,  and  1  will  take  him."    Then 

1  Exodus  zii.  46;  Numbers  ix.  18.  >  Zechamh  xiL  10. 

«  See  pp.  468  fl. 
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she  heard  that  never-forgotten  voice  exclaim:  "Mary!" 
"My  Master!"  she  excMmed  in  transport,  and  turned  to 
embrace  his  knees.  But  he  said:  "Touch  me  not;  for 
though  I  have  not  yet  ascended,  tell  my  brothers  that  even 
now  I  ascend  to  my  Father  and  their  Father,  to  my  God  and 
theirs."  Mary  under8txx>d  him.  The  personal  relations  of 
bygone  days  had  come  to  an  end.  She  went  and  told  the 
disciples  what  had  happened  and  what  the  Lord  had  said. 

That  Sunday  evening  as  they  were  together,  with  doors 
closed  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  Jesus  suddenly'  stood  among 
them.  "  Peace  be  to  you  ! "  he  said ;  and,  to  remove  the  po8- 
sibility  of  doubt,  he  showed  them  the  marks  of  the  nails  and 
the  spear  in  his  hands  and  side.  Then  he  committed  to  them 
his  own  mission, — the  task  which  God  had  given  him, — 
breathed  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  them  and  gave  them  power  to 
forgive  sins. 

Now  Thomas,  one  of  the  Twelve,  was  not  with  them  that 
evening ;  and  when  the  others  told  him  that  they  had  seen 
the  Lord,  he  said  he  would  never  believe  it  unless  convinced 
by  seeing  and  touching  with  his  own  eyes  and  hands.  His 
demand  was  met.  A  week  afterwards  they  were  together  in 
the  same  room,  —  Thomas  with  them  this  time,  —  and  Jesus 
was  again  in  the  midst  of  them,  though  the  doors  were  shut. 
He  gave  them  his  greeting  of  peace ;  and,  knowing  all  things, 
he  asked  Thomas  to  put  his  finger  in  the  wounds  of  the  nails, 
and  his  hand  into  his  side,  and  then  to  renounce  his  unbelief. 
Convinced  that  his  Master  was  indeed  glorified,  Thomas  now 
cried,  "  My  Lord  and  my. God ! "  "  Because  thou  seest  me, 
thou  bejievest,"  said  Jesus  ;  "  but  blessed  are  they  who  see 
not  and  yet  believe  1 "  Yes !  That  is  the  trae  faith,  which 
he  demands  and  has  a  right  to  demand,  —  the  faith  which, 
without  any  material  sign,  recognizes  and  confesses  him  as 
the  Prince  of  Life,  who  has  and  who  gives  eternal  life. 

Jesus  did  many  other  signs  also  before  the  eyes  of  his  dis- 
ciples ;  but  those  which  have  now  been  mentioned  are  recorded 
so  that  every  one  who  reads  this  Gospel  may  believe  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  and  on  the  strength  of 
that  faith  may  have  life  eternal  in  Him  who  transcends  all 
praise. 

The  purpose,  then,  of  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,  in 
bearing  his  testimony,  was  to  communicate  and  strengthen 
the  faith  that  wakes  to  life.  It  was  for  this  purpose  that  he 
strove  to  open  out  to  others  the  treasures  of  divine  grace  and 
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truth  which  he  himself  had  found  in  the  Christ ;  so  that  erery 
one,  without  any  outward  sign,  simply'  on  the  ground  of  the 
glory  and  the  wealth  of  His  spirit,  might  receive  him  for  His 
own  sake.  Be3'ond  question  the  disciple  has  accomplished 
this  purpose  in  thousands  of  lives,  and  his  ^^  spiritual  Gospel" 
has  won  thousands  of  hearts  for  the  Christ. 

As  wo  f'lose  his  work,  therefore,  and  ask,  "Has  he  any 
right  to  the  title  he  gives  himself  of  the  friend  who  shared 
the  spirit  of  Jesus?"  we  cannot  hesitate  to  answer  in  the 
affirmative.  His  right  is  unquestionable.  Better  than  any 
of  the  early  messengers  of  Christ  did  he  perceive  and  teach 
the  power  and  worth  of  Christianit3'  as  the  new  principle  of 
human  life.  His  name  remains  unknown,  and  we  cannot 
therefore  so  much  as  look  for  the  traces  of  his  personal  in- 
fluence. In  this  respect,  accordingly,  we  cannot  bring  him 
into  comparison  with  Paul,  or  with  any  of  those  others  of 
whom  he  makes  Christ  declare,  "Verily,  verily,  I  sa}^  unto 
you,  whosoever  believes  in  me,  the  works  which  I  do  shall  he 
do  also ;  add  yet  greater  works  shall  he  do,  for  I  go  to  tlte 
Father."  ^  But  in  religious  genius  he  transcends  them  all  by 
the  lofty  flight  of  his  spirit,  by  the  depth  of  his  feeling,  a&d 
by  his  exaltation  above  the  strife  and  the  disappointment  of 
the  apostolic  age. 

It  is  quite  another  question  whether  the  author  of  the  ap- 
pendix is  right  in  assigning  to  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  lovod 
the  spiritual  guidance  of  Christianity  through  the  whole  course 
of  the  ages.  To  this  question  we  must  emphatically  answer 
"  No !  "  Not  even  this  disciple  fhlly  understood  and  appre- 
ciated the  Master.  Not  even  he  exhausted  the  trea8ur^8 
which  are  oflered  to  us  in  the  life  and  the  gospel  of  Jesus. 
When  we  place  even  him  by  the  side  of  the  Master,  we  me 
how  far  he  has  fallen  short  of  his  task.  Not  even  he,  there- 
fore, can  "  abide."  It  is  not  only  that  the  form  in  which  he 
presents  his  thoughts  and  experiences  is  too  closely  connected 
with  the  philosophy  of  his  age  to  be  permanently  available ; 
but  his  weaknesses  are  also  apparent  in  the  substance  of  his 
work,  and  especially  in  his  conception  of  the  world  of  man 
as  divided  into  the  children  of  God  and  the  children  of  the 
devil. 

Jesus  made  no  such  separation.  Even  in  those  who  had 
strayed  farthest,  who  had  sunk  deepest,  who  had  become 
most  shamelessly  corrupt,  he  still  beheld  the  very  sons  and 
daughters  of  God,  —  lost  indeed  but  not  past  finding  again, 

^  John  217. 12. 
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degenerate  but  not  past  raising  up,  dead  but  not  past  recalling 
to  life.  His  gospel  of  God's  love  even  to  the  most  insignifi- 
cant, and  of  the  indestructible  worth  of  man,  is  the  great  truth 
which  is  destined  to  reform  the  world,  to  sanctify  and  perfect 
society,  to  contend  against,  mitigate,  or  remove  all  moral  and 
social  misery,  to  realize  the  conception  of  the  kingdom  of 
God.  The  inexhaustible  wealth  and  depth  of  that  principle 
of  the  right,  the  worth,  the  destinj'  of  ever}'  several  man  as  a 
child  of  the  heavenly  Father  is  the  legacy  of  Jesus  to  us  and 
to  succeeding  generations.  In  our  personal  life  and  social 
work  it  gives  us  the  light  of  truth ;  it  gives  us  strength  for 
the  battle ;  it  brings  us  the  encouragement  of  hope,  the  secret 
of  elastic  power,  the  pledge  of  triumph.  With  that  gospel, 
made  flesh  as  it  were  in  his  person,  Jesus  still  guides  the 
development  of  humanity,  and  will  continue  to  guide  it  until 
he  has  inspired  all  his  brothers  with  the  full  consciousness  of 
their  divine  origin  and  destiny,  —  and  then,  to  borrow  Paul's 
beautifbl  description  of  the  future,  he  will  give  up  the  king- 
dom to  the  Father,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all.* 

And  this  has  been  strikingly  portrayed  as  the  course  of 
history  by  the  author  of  the  Fourth  Gospel  himself,  when  he 
puts  upon  the  lips  of  the  departing  Christ  this  declaration  to 
his  disciples :  ^^  I  have  many  things  to  say  to  you,  but-  you 
cannot  bear  them  now.  Yet  when  the  Spirit  of  truth  comes 
he  will  lead  3'ou  to  the  whole  truth,  and  will  teach  you  to  un- 
derstand how  the  Kingdom  of  God  must  yet  develop  itself  on 
earth.  He  will  glorify  me,  for  he  will  take  from  my  treasure 
to  give  to  you.     All  that  the  Father  has  is  mine."  * 

The  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,  however,  has  reached  a 
point  of  development  which  not  only  stands  out  from  that  of 
the  old  Catholic  Church  as  the  ideal  over  against  a  miserably 
defective  reality,  but  also  far  transcends  any  thing  which  the 
Christianity  of  to-day  as  a  whole  has  as  yet  attained  to ;  and 
within  the  New  Testament  the  Fourth  Gospel  must  be  re- 
gai*ded  as  the  ripest  and  fairest  fhiit  of  the  spirit  of  Jesus. 

The  first  epistle  of  John  soon  issued  from  the  same  school 
in  imitation  of  the  Gospel.  Listen  to  the  testimony  it  bears  : 
''  See  how  great  love  the  Father  has  shown  us,  that  we  should 
be  called  and  should  be  the  children  of  God !  We  shall  at 
last  be  like  him,  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is.  Whosoever 
cherishes  this  hope  in  Him  purifies  himself  even  as  He  is  pure. 
For  this  is  love  of  God,  to  keep  his  commandments ;  and  his 
commandments  are  not  hard.  And  as  for  us,  we  know  that 
I  1  Corinthian!  xv.  84,  28.  ^  John  xvi.  IS-lte. 
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we  have  passed  from  death  to  life,  because  we  love  the  broth- 
ers." ^  These  words,  it  is  true,  are  not  uttered  by  the  writer 
of  the  Fourth  Gospel,  but  they  are  very  certainly  from  the 
**  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved."  And  now  if  we  would  hear  in 
this  disciple's  words,  as  the  best  interpretation  of  the  Master's 
spirit,  the  main  contents  of  the  Christian  faith  in  God,  let  us 
listen  to  three  savings,  the  most  beautiful  and  noble  with 
which  we  can  close  our  "  Bible  for  Learners."^  May  they 
be  to  our  readers  like  so  many  dear  and  trusted  load-stars  to 
guide  them  on  the  way  of  life  ! 

"  The  hour  cometh,  and  now  is,  when  the  truly  devout 
shall  worship  the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth ;  for  such  are 
the  worshippers  the  Father  seeks.  God  is  Spirit,  and  they 
who  worship  him  must  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth." 

^'  This  is  the  message  brought  to  us  through  the  Christ, 
and  to  you  through  us,  that  God  is  Light,  and  in  him  there 
is  no  darkness  at  all.  If  ^e  say  that  we  have  fellowship 
with  him  and  yet  walk  in  the  darkness,  we  are  liars.  But 
if  we  walk  in  the  light,  like  as  he  is  in  the  light,  then  we 
have  feUowship  one  with  another." 

"  Let  us  love  one  another;  for  love  is  from  God,  and  he 
who  loves  is  born  of  God,  and  knows  God.  He  who  loves 
not  knows  not  God  at  all,  for  God  is  Love.  He  who  abides 
in  love  abides  in  God,  and  God  in  him." 

Blessed  is  he  whose  heart  receives  this  truth,  whose  life 
sets  a  seal  upon  it !  God  is  Spirit !  God  is  Light  I  God  is 
Love  I  And,  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  we  wish  that 
blessing  to  each  one  of  our  readers ! 

1  1  John  iii.  la,  2b,  3,  14,  v.  3. 

*  John  iy.  23,  24;  1  John  i.  5-7a,  iv.  7,  8,  16b. 
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ov 


About  1320.  The  Exodus  of  the  Is- 
raelites from  £g7pt. 

About  1260.  Settlement  of  the  Is- 
raelites in  Canaan. 
Period  of  the  Judges. 
Samuel.     Schools  of 

the  Prophets. 
Saul's  reign. 
About  lOoS-lOlS.  David's  reign. 
About  1018-978.  Solomon's  reign. 
(i78.  >    Separation  of  the  Two  King- 
doms. 


978. 
967. 
955. 


JUDA. 

Rehoboam. 

Abijah. 

Asa. 


914.  Jehoshaphat 


889.  Jehoram  m, 
Athaliah, 
daughter 
of  Ahab. 

884.  Ahaziah. 

884.  Athaliah. 

87&  Joash. 


978. 


Israel. 
Jeroboam. 


924. 


954.  Nadab. 
953.  Baasha. 
980.  Elah. 
Zimri. 
Omri.      Sa- 
maria be- 
comes the 
royal  resi- 
dcoice. 
918  Ahab. 

The  Prophet 

Elijah. 

897.  Ahaziah. 

896.  Jehoram. 

The  Prophet 

Elisha. 

884.  Jehu. 


856. 
840. 


Jehoahas 
Joash. 


PEOPLES  STANDING  IN  CLOSE 
RELATIONS  WITH  ISRAEL. 


Between  1280  and  1260  b.o.  Expe- 
ditions of  Ramses  IIL  against 
Canaan. 


Hiram,  king  of  Tyre. 


Shishak,  king  of  Egypt 


Benhadad  I.,  king  of  Syria. 


Benhadad  II.,  king  of  Syria. 
Mesha,  king  of  Moab. 


Haaael,  king  of  Syria. 


Benhadad  HI.,  king  of  Syria. 


88.  Amaziah. 

Joash  conquers  Juda. 

1  All  the  date«  In  the  history  of  Jnda  and  Israel,  from  Solomon  to  the  battls  of 
Carcheslam  (605),  most  be  regarded  as  merely  approximate. 
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OTHER  PEOPLES. 


Atwat  1100.  The  return  of  the  He- 
radidjB. 

1068.  Codnu.    The  last  king  of 
Athens. 


Lyonrgof  fai  Sparta. 
Curtluige  founded. 


ISRAELITE  LITERATUB& 

The     "Decalogue"    (Ten    Com- 
numdments.)? 


Song  of  Deborah  (Judges  t.). 


David's  poems  (2  Sam.  i.  19-47 

and  iii.  83,  84.) 
Genesis  zlix. 


The    "Book   of   the   CoYonAnt" 
(Exodus  zzi.  1— zxiiL  10.). 


TOL.   III. 


Vu 
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ISRAEL. 

JCDA. 

ISBABL. 

B.a 

B.O. 

828.  Jeroboam  XL 
Most  flour- 
ishing  pe- 
riod of  the 
kingdom. 

809. 

Uniah. 

770.  Zachariah. 

771.  Sliallam. 
771.  Menahem. 

Israel  made 
tributory 
to  Syria, 
760.  Pekah  ah. 

768.  Jotham. 

768.  Pekah. 

741. 

Ahax. 

First  depor- 

Judah  made 

tation    to 

tributary 

Assyria. 

to  Assyria. 

729.  Hoshea. 

726. 

Heiekiah. 

Reformation 

710.  Fall  of  the 

in  Judah. 

kingdom 
of  Israel. 

712, 

The  Assyria 

us  in  Judah. 

699. 

Manasseh,  k 

ing  of  Judah. 

Assyrian  col 

onists  in  Israel. 

644. 

Amon. 

648.  Josiah. 

626.  Religious  reformation.  Idol- 
atry rooted  out  in  Judah, 
and  even  in  Israel. 

609.  Battle  of  Megiddo. 

609.  Jehoahaz. 

608.1  Jehoiakim  ascends  the  throne 
as  the  vassal  of  Egypt. 

69a  Jehoiakin. 

697.  First  deportation  by  the  Chai- 
dees. 
Zedekiah. 

686.  Jerusalem  and  the  Temple  de- 
Tastated. 


PEOPLES  STANDING  IN  CliOO 
RELATIONS  WITH  ISRAEL. 


770.  Pul,  king  of  Assyria. 


740.  Tiffhith     Pileser,    Ung     of 
Assyria. 
Rexin,  king  of  Syria. 


726-721.  Shalmaneser,  king  of  As 

Syria. 
721-704.  Sargon,  king  of  Assyria 


704-681.  Sennacherib,  king  of  As- 
syria. 

692-666.  Tiriiakah,  king  of  Egypt 

681-667.  Esarhaddon,  king  of  As- 
syria. 

666-666.  Dodecharchy  in  Egypt. 

666-612.  Psammetichus  I.,  king  of 

647-625.  Sardianapalns.  king  of  As- 
syria. 

612-696.  Necho  IL,  king  of  Egypt 


605.  Battle  of  Carcbesium. 
604-662.  Nebuchadrexnr. 


685.  Nebuchadrenar  besieges 
Tyre. 


>  AH  the  dates  in  the  history  of  Juda  and  Israel,  ftom  Solomon  to  Um  battle  of 
Carcheeloin  (606),  mast  be  regarded  as  merely  approTlmsta 
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OTHSR  PEOPLES.  ISRAELITE  LITEKATUBB. 


ASSTRIAN  PbsIOD. 

Pialm  zIt.,  Deuteronomy  zxxiii.. 
Numbers  zxti.-xxiv.,  Amos,  Ho- 
sea,  Zschariah  ix.-xi.  Prophetic 
narratives  in  the  Pentateuch. 
Narratives  in  Judges  and  Sam- 
ueL    Song  of  Solomon. 


About  800  (?)  the  religion  of  Zara- 

thustra  rises  in  Bactria. 
776.  First  Olympiad. 


758.  lynmdatioii  of  Bome. 


7^5.  Numa    Pompiliua,   king    of 
Rome. 


686-546.  Thales. 
620.  Draco  in  Athens. 

616.  Tarquinius  Priscus,  king  of 
Rome. 


601  Lao-tse  bom. 
594.  Solon  in  Athena. 


Deuteronomy  zzxiii. 


Michah,  Isaiah. 


Collection  of  Proverbs  begun(zzT.- 
xziz.) 

Ezodus  zzzii.  (in  part). 


Deuteronomy. 

Chaldban  Period. 
Nahum,  Zephaniah,  Zachariah  zu. 
ziv.,  Uabakkuk. 


Jeremiah.    Many  of  the  Psalmi. 
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CHBONOLOGICAL    8URV£T. 


ISRAEL. 


1.0. 


586    Second  deportation. 

Qedaliah,  governor  of  Judah. 
682.  Gedaliah     murdered.      Jere- 
miah carried  to  £g7pt. 

682.  "third  deportation   to  Baby- 
lonia. 


688.  Return  of  the   Jews    under 
Zerubbabel. 


619.  Second  Temple  completed. 


458.  Ezra  reaches  Palestine  with 
several  thousand  of  the  ex- 
iles. 

446.  Nehemiah,  governor   of  the 

Jews. 
144.  Introduction   of  the  Mosaic 

Law. 


414  ?  Nehemiah  arrives  in  Palestine 
for  the  second  time. 


About  332.  Palestine  becomes  sub- 
ject to  Alexander  the  Great. 
Jaddua,  high  priest. 

820.  Ptolemy  takes  Jerusalem. 

814.  Antigonus  conquers  Palestine 
and  Phoenicia. 

301.  Palestine  falls  back  into  the 
power  of  Ptolemy. 

About  285.  Death  of  the  high  priest 
Simon  I. 

286-265.  Eleazar,  high  priest. 

Wars  between  Egypt  and 

Syria. 
Antigonus  of  Socho. 

206-240.  Manasseh,  high  priest. 


PEOPLES  STANDING  IN  GLOSX 

REI^TIONS  WITH  ISRAEL. 
B.O. 


569.  Revolt    of     Cyras     against 
Astyages. 


580-622.  Gambyses. 

525.  Egypt  conquered  by  the  Fe^ 

sians. 
521-485.  Darius  HysUspis. 

486-465.  Xerxes. 

465-424.  Artaxerzes  Longinaniif. 


424-405.  DariuB  Nothus. 

405-359.  Artaxerxe8n.(Mnem<Hi). 
874.  Defeat  of  Phamabazus. 
859-338.  Artaxerxes  IIL  (Ochus). 
850.  Sidon  laid  waste. 
886-330.  Darius  Codomannus,  last 

king  of  Persia. 
336.  Alexander,  king  of  Macedon 
838.  Battle  of  Issus. 

828.  Death  of  Alexander  the  Great. 

Kings  of 
EoTPT.  Stbia. 


Ptolemy  I.,  Lagi 
(tiU  285). 


285-247. 
my  IL,  Phila- 
delphi 


Se1eucusL«Kici 
tor  (till  280). 


Ptole- 280-261 


Antio- 

chus  I.,  Soter. 

261-246.     Antio- 

chus  II.,  Theo 
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OTHER  PEOPLES. 


BO. 


680-600.  Fythagoraa. 
870-600.  AnaximeDefl. 


660.  CroBsus  in  LydU.  Peisistratus 

in  Athens. 
660-478.  Confucius. 


684.  Tarquinius  Superbus,  king  of 
Rome. 

610.  Expulsion  of  the  Tarquins. 

500.  Ueraclitus. 

600-428.  Anaxagoras. 

41K).  Battle  of  Marathon. 

480.  Battle  of  Salamis. 

484-408.  Herodotus.  Age  of  Peri- 
cles (died  429).  Phidias, 
Sophocles. 

480-870.  Democritus. 

469-800.  Soorates. 


481-404.  Peloponnesian  war. 
429-848.  Plato,  Xenophon. 


888.  Death  of  BuddhA. 
886-822.  Aristotle,  Demosthenes. 
860.  Philip,  klngof  Maoedon. 


264-241.  First  Panic  War 


ISRAELITE  LITERATX7RB 


Earliest  edition  of  Joshua,  Judges, 
Samuel,  Kings,  Lamentations, 
Psalms  xiT.  (liii.),  cxxxni.,  zc, 
&c.,  Obadiah,  Ezekiel,  Isaiah  xl.- 
Ixvi.,  xiT.  4-21,  xxxr.,  &c.  Jere- 
miah li.,  lii. 


Persian  Pekiod. 
Haggai.    Zechariah  i. — ix. 


JoeL 


Book  of  Origins.     Many  of  the 

Sriestly  laws  in  Leviticus  and 
umbers. 
Ruth.    Jonah. 


Malachi.  Job.  Many  of  the  Psalms 
and  Proverbs. 


Grbbk  Pbbiod. 
Final  Edition  of  the  Pentateuch 
and  Joshua.    Chronicles.    Ezra. 
Nehemiah. 
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ISRAEL. 


B.a 


240-226.  Joseph  ben  Tobias  farms 
the  revenues  of  Palestine. 

240-226.  Onias  II.,  high  priest 
226-196.  Simon  II.,  high  priest. 
218.  Antiochus  the  Great  conqaers 

Palestine. 
217.  Palestine  subject  to  Egypt 

203.  Antiochus  reconquers  Pales- 
tine. 

198.  War  in  Palestine  between 
Egypt  and  Syria. 


196-176.  Onias  IIL,  high  priest 

182-176.  Hyrcanus  ben  Joseph. 

176.  Jason  buys  the  high  priest- 
hood. 
Theatrical    performances    in 
Jerusalem. 

174.  Antiochus  IV.  at  Jerusalem. 

172.  Menelaus,  high  priest. 

168.  Jerusalem    taken    by    Anti- 

ochus. 

167.  (26  Chisleu.)  Temple  service 

at  Jerusalem  suspended. 
166.  Revolt  of  Mattathias  and  his 

sons.    Defeat  of  Apollonius. 
164.  (26  Chisleu.)   Temple  service 

restored. 
162.  Judas  defeats  Nicanor. 

161.  Death  of  Judas. 

Jose  ben  Joezer  and  Jose  ben 
Jochanan. 

169.  Death  of  the  high  priest  Al- 

cimus. 
Jonathan,  leader  of  the  people. 

162.  Jonathan,  high  priest. 

143.  Jonathan  captured   by  Try- 
phon  and  soon  afterwards 
murdered. 
Simon,  high  priest 

142.  Judsea  becomes  independent 

141.  Capture  of  Gezer  and  the  dta- 

ael  at  Jerusalem. 
136.  Simon  murdered. 


PEOPLES  STAKDINQ  IN  CLOSB 
RELATIONS  WITH  ISRAEU 
B.O. 

Kings  of 
Egypt.  Stria. 


247222.  Ptolemy 
III.,  Euergetes 


222-206.  Ptolemy 
IV.  Philopater. 


246-226.  Seleacna 
II.,  Callinicus. 

226-223.  Seleucui 
III.,  Ceraunos. 

228-187.  Antio- 
chus UL,  the 
Great 


203.  Battle  of  Paneas. 


202-181.  Ptolemy 
v.,  Epiphanes. 


181-146.  Ptolemy 
VL,  Philometer 


187-175.  Seleacui 
v.,  Philopater. 


175-164.  AnUo- 
chus  IV.,  Epi- 
phanes. 


170.  War  bet  ween  Syria  and  Egypt. 
Battle  of  Pelttsium. 


170-117.  Ptolemy 

VII.,  Euergetes  164-162.      Antio- 
IL,  Physcon.        chus  V.,  Eupa- 
tor. 

162-160.     Deme- 
trius  I.,  Soter. 
About  160.  Temple 'at  On  estab- 
lished. 


136-145.  AlexaD 
der  Balas. 

145-140  and  131- 
127.  Demetrius 
II. 

146-148.  Antio- 
chus VI. 

140-181.  AnUo. 
chus  VII.,  Sk 
detet. 
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OTHBB  PEOPLES.  ISBAJIUTE  LITERATUBE. 


Esther. 

Many  of  the  Psalma. 

TranslatTon  of  the  I^w  of  Moset 

into  Greek. 
The  proTerbs  of  Jesus  ben  Sirach. 


81S>201.  Second  Punk  War.  Bat- 
tle of  Zama. 


108-190.  Antiochus  III.  at  war  with 
Home. 

198.  Antiochus  defeated  at  Mag- 
nesia. 


149   Third  Punic  War. 

14&  Macedon  becomes  a  Roman 

proYince. 
14e   Carthage  and  Corinth  sacked. 


Ecclesiastet. 


Book    of   Daniel.     Psalms   xlir., 
IxziT.,  cxviii.,  and  others. 


Bamch.   The  Epistle  of  Jeremiah 


Digitized  by 


Google 


704 


CHRONOLOGICAL    SURYEY. 


BO. 

186-105. 


ISRAEL. 


John  Hyrcanus,  high 
priest  and  prince  of 
the  Jews. 


120.  Temple  on  Gerizim  destroyed. 
110.  Samaria  taken  by  the  Jews. 
106-106.  Aristobulus,   high  priest 

and  king. 
105-78.  Alexander  Jannaeus,  high 

priest  and  king. 
96.  Gaza  taken. 

85-82.  Alexander  wages  war  be- 
yond the  Jordan. 
78-69.  Alexandra  Salome,  queen. 
Uy  roan  us,  high  priest. 
Juda  ben  Tabbai  and  Simeon 
ben  Setah. 
69.  Aristobulus  expels    Hyrcanua 
and    becomes    high   priest 
and  king. 
66.  War   between  Hyrcanus  and 

Aristobulus. 
64.  Scaurus  at  Damascus. 
68.  Pompey  at  Damascus. 
61.  Pompey  takes  Jerusalem. 

Hyrcanus  II.,  high  priest  and 
ethnarch. 
67-66.  Revolt  in  .fudaea. 
64.  Crassus  plunders  the  Temple. 
47.  Aristobulus  poisoned  at  Rome. 
Hyrcanus    II.    recognized    by 
Caesar  as  ethnarch  of   Ju- 
daea. Antipater,  procurator 
of  Judaea.   Herod,  governor 
of  Galilee. 
Shemaiah  and  Abtallon. 
42.  Herod    enters     Jerusalem   in 

triumph. 
40-87.  Antigonus     ascends       the 
throne    by    the    aid    of 
the  Parthians. 
40.  The  Roman  Senate  nominates 

Herod  king. 
87.  Jerusalem  taken  by  Herod. 
Hillel  and  Shammai. 

24.  Boethus,  the  Alexandrian,  high 

priest. 
19-10.  Erection  of  Herod's  temple. 
16.  Agrippa  at  Jerusalem. 
10.  Completion    of    Caesarea    by 

Herod. 
4.  Death  of  Herod.    War  of  Varus.   | 


PEOPLES  STANDING  IN  CLOSK 
RELATIONS  WITH  ISRAEL. 
B.O. 


118-96.  Antiochus  Cyzicenus. 


66.  Pompey  in  Asia. 

64.  Syria  becomes  a  Roman  prov- 
ince. 


67-66.  Gabinius.  governor  of  Syria. 
64-68.  ('rassui,  governor  of  Syria. 
47-46.  Sextus  Caesar,  governor  of 

Syria. 


44r42.  Syria  under  Casslus. 


40.  The  Parthians  in  Syria. 


81.  Battle  of  Actium. 

81  B.C.-14  ▲.D.  Augustus,  emperor. 

28-18.  Agrippa,  imperial  legate  hi 
Asia. 
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OTHER  PEOPLES. 


188-120.  The  Gracchi  at  Rome. 


84.  End  of  the  Mithridatic  war 
82.  8uUa,  dicUtor 


68.  Conspiracy  of  Catiline. 


68-60.  Caesar's  campaigns  in  Oaul. 
40.  Cesar  crosses  the  Ruhicon. 
48.  Battle  of  Pharsaiia.    Death  of 
Fompey. 


44  (March  16).  Death  of  Casar. 
42.  Battle  of  PhiUppi. 


41.  Second  Triumyirate.    Antony 
obtains  the  East. 


ISRAELITE  UTBRATITRB. 

Sibylline  Oracles,  iU.  07-807. 

182.  Proverbs    of    Jesus    Siraoh 

translated  into  Greek. 
Oldest  portions  of  book  of  Enoch. 


About  106.  I.  Maccabees.       Soon 
afterwards  II.  Maccabees. 


Additions  to  Esther.    Tobit. 
Prayer  of  Manasseh. 


RoMAir  Pbkioix 


Psalms  of  Solomon. 


30» 
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CHRONOLOGICAL    SURYBT, 


ISRAEL. 

B.O. 

4.  ArchelauB,  ethnarch  of  Judsa, 
Samaria,  and  Idumsea.  Anti- 
pas,  tetrarch  of  Galilee  and 
reriea.  Philip,  tetrarch  of 
the  northern  district,  east  of 
the  Jordan. 


A..D. 

6.  Archelaus  banished. 

Judaea  incorporated  in  Sjria. 
Quirinus  holds  a  census. 
Coponius,  procurator  of  Jndsea. 
Revolt  of  Judas  the  Galilean. 
^12.  Marcus  Ambivius,    procu- 
rator. 
12-15.  Annius  Rufus,  procurator. 
15-26.  Valerius  Gratus,      „ 
26-86.  Pontius  Pilate,         „ 

Desecration  of  the  City  of 
the  Temple. 
18-^.  Joseph,  sumamed  Caiaphas, 
high  priest. 

84.  Death  of  Philip.    His  territory 
becomes  a  Roman  province. 
Rabban  Gamaliel. 
87.  Agrippa    1.,  king  of  Philip's 
territory. 
Birth  of  Flavius  Josephus. 
88-40.  Persecution  of  the  Jews  in 

Alexandria.     Philo. 
89.  Herod  Antipaa  banished. 

Caligula   determines  to  dese- 
crate the  Temple. 
41-44.  Agrippa    I.,    king    of    the 

whole  of  Palestine. 
44.  Palestine  a  Roman  province. 

Famine  in  Judaea. 
44-46    Cuspius  Fadus,  governor. 

Theudas. 
46-48.  Tiberius  Alexander,  gov. 
48.  The  Jews  expelled  from  Rome. 
48.  Agrippa  II.,  prince  of  Chalcis 

and  overseer  of  the  Temple. 
48-52.  Cumanus,  governor. 

Repeated   revolts    of     the 
Jews. 
62-61.  Claudius  Felix,  governor. 
Growing     power    of     th« 

Sicarii. 
Simon  ben  Gamaliel. 


PEOPLES  STAKDING  IN  CLOSX 
RELATIONS  WITH  ISliAEI' 
B.C. 


14-87.  Tiberiua. 


82.  Avellius  Flaocus,  gOTemor  ol 
Egypt. 

86-89.  Vitellius,  governor  of  Syria. 
87-41.  Caius  Caligula. 


39.  Petronius,  governor  of  Syria. 
41-54.  Claudius. 


47.  The  royal  house  of  Adiabene 
converted  to  Judaism. 
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OTHER  PBOPLBS. 


B.a 


Anniniiu  defeati  Vania  In  the 
Qerman  foretts. 


OHRISTLUnTT. 


88f  JohntheBapdat 

34-85?  Public  ministry  of  Jesiu. 

86 1  (At  the  PassoTer.)  Jesus  cruci- 
fied at  Jerusalem. 

87  ?  Persecution  of  the  disciples 
(Stephen).    Paul  oonverted. 


40  f  Paul  at  Jerusalem  with  Peter 

(Qalatians  i.  18). 
44 1  Death  of  James,   the  son  of 

Zebedee. 


Between  40?  and  51?    Paul  (a&d 
Barnabas)  in  Syria  and  Cili- 


61  f  Conference  at  Jerusalem  (Gal. 
ii.  1-11).    Dispute  between 
Peter  and  Paul  at  Antioch 
(Gal.  ii.  12  ff). 
62tPaiilinGa]at]a. 
Paul  in  Europe. 
Paul  at  Corinth. 


ISRAELITE  LITEKATUEE. 


Asoension  of  Moses. 


Susanna.    Bel  and  the  Dragoa. 
IIL  Maccabees.    Wisdom. 


Philo. 
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ISRAEL. 


JI.D 


60.  PortiuB  Festus,  goyernor. 

62.  Albinos,  goTemor. 

CSonstantdiflturbances  in  Palea- 
tine. 
64.  The  Temple  of  Jenisalem  com- 
pleted by  Agrippa  XL 
64-66.  Gessius  Florus,  governor. 

66.  ReYolt  at  CsBsarea  and  Jerusa- 

lem. Masada  surprised.  Ces- 
tius  defeated.  Manj  Chris- 
tians retreat  to  Fella.  Fla- 
vius  Josephus,  governor  of 
Galilee. 

67.  Galilee  in  the  power  of  the 

Romans. 

68.  Vespasian  conquers  Northern 

Judaea  and  Idumsea. 
70.  Titus  besieges  and  takes  Jeru- 
salem.   Temple  destroyed. 
73.  Masada,  the  last  refuge  of  the 
Zelots,  taken. 
The  Scribes  retreat  to  Jamnia. 
Johanan  ben  Zacchai. 
Fall  of  the  Temple  at  On. 
Gamaliel  ben  Simeon,  patriarch 

of  the  Jews. 
The  new  Sanhedrim  at  Jamnia. 
81-96.  Persecution   of    the    Jews 
under  Domitian. 

116.  Revolt  of  the  Jews  in  Gyrene 
and  Egypt. 

1 8^185.  Revolt  under  Barcochbah. 

Taking  of  Betar.  Akibah 

ben  Joseph. 

i86.  Jerusalem     a    Roman   city. 

Scribes  assemble  at  Lydda. 

The  national  existence  of 

the  Jews  at  an  end. 


PEOPLES  STANDINQ  IN  CLOSE 
RELATIONS  WITH  IV&AEL 

64-68.  Nero. 


64  (July).  Conflagration  of  Rome. 
(August).   Persecution  at  the 
Christians. 


68.  Galba,  Otho,  ViteUius. 

69-79.  Vespasian. 

70.  Titus  enters  Rome  in  triumiilk 


79-81.  Titua. 

81-96.  Domitian. 
96-98.  Nerva. 

98-117.  Trajan. 

117-138.  Hadrian. 


188-161.  Antoninus  Piof. 


161-180.  Marcna  AmeUnik 
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CHlttS'TIANITT. 

54?  /.  T^sfo/bniaiMf 
66-69  ?  Paul  at  Ephesna  and  Cor- 
inth. 
66?  Galatians. 

68  ?  /.  and  II,  Corinthtcm$. 
60?  Romans. 

69  ?  Paul  goes  to  Jerusalem  and  is 

miide  prisoner. 
69-61  ?  Paul  at  Cffisanea. 
61-62  ?  Paul's  journey  to  Rome. 
62-64?  Paul's     imprisonment    at 
Rome. 
//.  Timothy  i.  1,  2, 16-18;  iv. 
9-18?  Philippians.  Phtie- 

IROfl. 

64.  Paul's  death. 

62  or  69?  James  murdered. 


68.  Revdation, 

Before  70  ?  Oldest  portions  of  Mat- 
thew and  Mark, 


?  Hebrews.      IL    Thessaloni- 
ans,     Cohssians . 


About  90  ?  James.  Gospels  accord- 
ing to  Matthew  and  Mark. 

Soon  after  100.  I.Peter.  Ephesians. 
Gospel  according  to  Luke. 
Soon  followed  by  Acts  of 
Apostles. 

After  180?    //.    Timothy.       Titus, 
I.  Timothy. 
Jude. 

Before  160?  Gospel  according  to 
John.  I,  John,  II.  John. 
Ill,  John. 

After  160?    //.  Peter.    Epistle  of 
Barnabas.    Epistle  of  Clem- 
ent. 

170.  Church  history  of  Hegedppiis. 


ISRAELITE  LITBRATURX 


IV.  Maccabees. 
Book  of  Jubilees. 


After  70.  Judith. 

Close  of  the  Canon. 


Before  79.  Josephua's  "Jewish 
War." 

Apocalypse  of  Baruch.  IV.  Esdras. 

98  or  94.  Josephus's  "Jewish  An- 
tiquities "  and  "Against 
Apion." 

After  100.  Josephus's  "Life." 


Mishna  of  Rabbi  Akibah,  Mechilta, 
Siphrd,  Siphra. 


Near  the  end  of  the  second  century 
Rabbi  Judah  gives  the 
Mishna  ita  present  ibrm. 
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Aarov,  44;  families  of  priests  called 
after  his  sons,  44. 

Abarbanel,  a  Jewish  scholar,  74;  date 
of  his  condiisions  ahout  the  Messiah, 
74. 

Abbas,  son  of,  60,  442. 

Abel,  399. 

Abiathar,  214. 

Abilene,  a  principality  near  Damascus, 
96. 

Abraham,  46,  47,  72 ;  the  tme  descend- 
ants of,  thought  by  the  Jews  to  oc- 
cupy a  high  place  in  the  kingdom  of 
the  Messiah,  22, 58 ;  pedig^e  of  Jesus 
going  back  to  Abraham,  36,  39 ;  in 
the  parable  of  Lazarus,  387,  388. 

"  According  to  Matthew,*'  explanation 
of  the  term,  80. 

Achaia,  places  in,  visited  by  Paul,  19, 
20,  670,  672,  679,  696. 

Achaicns,  671,  599. 

Acts,  Book  of,  23,  181;  the  book  ex- 
amined, 26,  26;  its  character  and 
significance,  640,  541;  one  of  the 
written  sources  of  the  information 
of,  the  book,  662,  663;  the  writer 
of,  anxious  to  restore  neace  to  the 
Chnrch,  616;  his  conciliatory  pur- 
pose, 669;  the  book  probably  com- 
posed at  Rome,  660;  particulars  about 
Faul,  621-^24;  account  of  Paul's 
action  after  the  conversion,  633;  ful- 
ness of  accounts  concerning  Paul. 
636 ;  the  author  of,  ascribes  to  Paul 
miracles  similar  to  those  a'^cribed  to 
Peter,  640:  his  mode  of  representing 
Peter  and  Paul,  640,  644, 660;  descrip- 
tion of  the  collision  of  the  two  par- 
ties in  the  community  at  Jerusalem, 
663-661;  artificial  division  of  Paul's 
missionary  labors,  662;  account  of 
Paul  at  Athens,  669, 670;  event  show- 
ing the  Romans  to  be  more  friendly 
to  the  Gospel  than  the  Jews,  672 ;  ac- 
count of  a  journey  of  Paul  from 
Ephesus  to  Jerusalem,  679 ;  stories  of 


Paul's  apostolic  dignity,  689,  690; 
story  of  Paul  and  tumult  concerning 
Artemis,  693,  594 ;  account  of  Paul's 
farewell  to  the  Ephesians,  612,  613; 
account  of  Paul's  reception  at  Jern  • 
salem  of  doubtful  credibility,  616- 
617;  the  author's  desire  to  represent 
Paul  as  an  unimpeachable  Jew,  616, 
617,  622, 624, 626, 629, 630, 641 ;  story 
of  Paul's  being  mobbed  at  Jerusalem, 
619,  620;  account  of  Paul's  imprison- 
ment, 626-642;  the  narrative  of  Paul 
at  Rome  abruptly  closes,  640,  641. 

Adam,  39 ;  the  type  of  the  sinful  race  of 
man,  631. 

Adramvttium,  630. 

Adriatic  Sea,  the,  260- 

Adultery,  Penalty  for,  in  the  Law;  876, 
377. 

J£neas,  a  cripple  cured  by  Peter,  667. 

Ethiopia,  1. 

Africa,  76. 

African  desert,  the,  1. 

Agabus,  a  Judisean  prophet,  636,  614. 

Age.  See  Apostolic  Age,  Grolden  Age, 
Messianic  Age. 

AgrippaL    iSee  "  Herod  Agrippa  L" 

Agrippa  XL.  626 ;  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment to  tne  supervision  of  the  tem- 
ple, 4;  arrives  at  Csesarea,  628; 
Paul's  case  referred  to  and  tried  be- 
fore him,  628-630. 

Ahab,  his  wife  possiblv  a  model  for 
Herod ias,  272. 

Ahasuerus,  the  wandering  Jew,  448, 449 

Ahimelech,  214. 

Ahitophel,  483. 

Akiba,  his  views  on  divorce,  839. 

Albinus,  successor  to  Festna,  645. 

Alexander,  a  Jew,  594. 

Alexander,  a  man  said  to  be  the  son  of 
Sinirn  of  Cyrene,  448. 

Alexander  the  Great,  2,  7,  40. 

Alexander  Jannsus,  3. 

Alexandria,  521,  536,  648;  the  Jews  in, 
rise  to  a  distinguished  position,  7 
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Alexandrian  Philosophy,  tne,  28,  649, 
650 ;  central  idea  of,  66S-671. 

Alexandrians,  the,  506. 

Allies,  the,  1. 

Alphaas.  180, 200. 

Amen,  140;  ose  of  word,  at  the  end  of 
prajrer,  263. 

Amphipolis,  567. 

Amplias,  591. 

Ananias,  the  stor^'  of  his  vision  and 
Paul's  conversion,  523,  524;  com- 
pared with  Cornelius,  661;  referred  to 
by  Paul,  when  mobbed  at  Jerusalem, 
620,  621. 

Ananias,  story  of,  and  of  Sapphira,  490- 
492;  compared  with  Elvmas,  540. 

Ananias,  the  high  priest,  621, 645. 

Ancyra,  563. 

Andrew,  son  of  Jona,  127;  Simon's 
brother,  127,  181;  called  by  Jesus  to 
follow  him,  127-129;  a  disciple  of 
Jesus,  180,  674;  Jesus  talks  with 
the  brothers  on  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
402. 

Andronicus,  591. 

Angelology,  46,  133,  378. 

Anna,  Mother  of  Mary,  account  of,  47. 

Anna,  the  prophetess,  sees  Jesus,  63 ; 
the  story  of,  considered,  63-66. 

Annas,  the  high  priest,  96,  389,  495, 
686 ;  date  of  his  deposition,  96. 

Annas,  son  of,  86. 

Antichrist,  652,  653;  supposed  to  be 
Nero  in  Revelation,  654;  how  stig^ 
matized  in  the  three  Epistles  of  John, 
664. 

Antioch,  capital  of  Syria,  17, 516 ;  head- 
quarters or  Paul,  17,  534^36,  540; 
tne  liberal  school  of  Jesus  established 
there,  18 ;  the  congre^tttion  disturbed 
by  the  Jewish  Christians,  18;  depart- 
ure of  Paul,  19;  Paul's  congregation 
fall  away  from  hiin,  21;  its  import- 
ance and' population,  536, 605;  trouble 
among  the  believers,  547.  560-562; 
Peter's  visit  to,  550-553;  aate  of  im- 
portant events,  562. 

Antioch  in  Pisidia,  Paul's  visit  to,  537- 
539. 

Antiochus  Epiphanes,  280. 

Antipa^.     See  Herod  Antipas. 

Antipater,  3. 

Antipatris,  623. 

Antonia,  619,  620,  623;  castle  of,  449. 

Apelles,  591. 

4pocaIvp9e,the,  22,  24.  3!)8,  399,  401, 
652-655,  665;  ascribed  to  John, 
645 ;  date  of  its  composition,  646 ;  ex- 
amined as  to  contents  and  purpose, 
646,  647. 

Apo^alvptic  Literature,  its  significance, 
6(^2. 


Apocryphal  Gospels,  the,  TS,  7<^-78;  mo- 
counts  of  Joseph,  Mary,  and  Jesua, 
71,  72,  76-78,  83-^7;  conception  oi 
the  Messiah,  110. 

Apollonia,  567. 

Apollos.  a  Jew  of  Alexandria,  596;  a 
fellow-worker  of  Paul,  586,  599;  pos- 
sible author  of  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  642,  649. 

Apostles,  the,  8,  16;  leaders  of  the 
stricter  sect  of  Jesus's  followers,  17 ; 
appealed  to  in  the  dissensions  among 
the  Christians,  18;  their  authority  re- 
cognized by  the  Heathen-Christians, 
21 ;  wrote  of  Jesus,  in  the  time  of  his 
activity  in  Israel,  37;  their  belief  in 
the  Messiahship  of  Jesus,  110:  the 
title  of  Apostle  claimed  by  Paul, 
180;  significance  of  the  title,  its  or- 
igin, and  the  office  of  the  Apostolate, 
180,  184,  484;  sent  on  their  work  by 
Jesus,  182-184;  appear  unfavorabh', 
195;  meaning  of  the  word  resurrec- 
tion, 463,  464;  their  belief  in  the  re- 
surrection, 477 ;  carry  on  the  work 
of  John  the  Baptist.  4^8;  membere  of 
the  community  at  Jerusalem.  483- 
502 ;  speak  in  many  tongues,  485, 486 ; 
story  of  their  work  and  its  miraculous 
commencement,  485  -  488 ;  wonders 
worked  bv  them  at  Jerusalem,  490- 
492,  494-^99;  prosecuted  by  the  San- 
hedrim, 495-498;  their  disappearance 
from  history,  645;  did  not  intend  to 
found  a  new  religion,  650.  Ste  Disci 
pies,  and  tlie  Twelve. 

Apostles,  Acts  of  the,  25,  26.  Sen 
Acts. 

Apostolate.  the  office  of,  484. 

Apostolic  Age,  the  historical  sketch  of, 
1-33;  end  of  tlie  struggles  of,  21^ 
22;  use  of  the  word  *'Amen"  for 
closing  prayer,  263;  controversy  con- 
cerning who  might  enter  the'  Mes- 
sianic Kingdom,  292-311;  belief  in 
the  return  of  Jesus  the  central 
thought  of,  333,  834;  imp«irtanoe  at- 
tached to  the  suffering  in  the  Garden 
of  Gethsemane.  by  Jesus  423,  424; 
importance  laid  on  the  salvation 
through  suffering,  455;  legend  of  the 
transhguration,  502-504. 

Apostolic  Fathers,  the,  writings  of,  23. 

Appia,  probably  the  wife  of  Philemuu, 
6.i8. 

Appian  Way,  the,  634 

Appii  Foruiu,  634,  635. 

Anuila,  570,  571,  579,  593;  goes  with 
Paul  to  Ephesus,  572;  instrucU  Apol- 
los in  Christianity,  596. 

Arabia,  1,  16,  94,  530. 

Aramaic  tongue,  the,  505. 
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ArcfaeUus,  Lit  x>rtion  of  Judsca,  8; 
raler  in  Jadasa,  4,  70,  590;  date  of 
his  banishment,  4,  56. 

Arcbippus,  638. 

Areopagus,  the,  Paul  preaches  there, 
570. 

Ares,  bill  of,  569,  570. 

Aretas,  122,  532. 

Arimathea,  185,  689. 

Aristarc-hus,  568 ;  fellow-laborer  of 
Paul,  51)0,  609,  610;  seized  at  Kphe- 
sus,  594;  accompanies  Paul  to  Italy, 
630 ;  with  Paul  iii  Kome,  638. 

Arlstobulus,  civil  war  with  Hyrca- 
nus,  3. 

Artemis,  worshipped  by  the  Epliesians, 
593,  594. 

Ascension,  the,  476,  477. 

Ascension  Dav,  477. 

Ashdod,  516. ' 

Asia  Minor,  19,  562,  563,645;  commu- 
nities of  Jews  established  in,  7. 

Asians,  synagoj^ues  of  the,  506. 

Asiarchs,*  the,  594. 

Ass,  the,  359-362. 

.Assus,  visited  b}'  Paul,  611. 

Athens,  521;  account  of  PauPs  labors, 
568-^70;  community' at,  569. 

Atlantic  Ocean,  the,  1. 

A  tonement,  Day  of,  212. 

Atonement,  symbol  of,  at  the  cruci- 
fixion, 689. 

Attalia,  540. 

Augustine,  date  of  his  writings,  668. 

Augustus,  division  of  the  Roman  pro- 
vinces, 2;  tolerant  to  the  Jews,  2,  3 ; 
date  of  his  reign,  2;  divides  Jud«>a 
among  the  sons  of  Herod,  3,  4;  em- 
peror of  Kome,  58,  358 ;  city  named 
after  him,  812;  the  city  of  Philippi 
made  a  Roman  colon}'  by  him,  564. 

Authorized  version,  rendering  in  thu 
Lord*B  Prayer,  263. 

Baakas,  a  root  said  to  have  the  power 
of  exorcism,  133. 

Babel,  confusion  of  language,  487. 

Babylon,  the  wail  of  tne  Jewish  cap- 
tives osed  as  a  propb«^cy  of  the  mur- 
der at  Bethlehem,  75. 

Babylonia,  communities  of  Jews  estab- 
lished in,  7. 

Bakers,  the  business  of,  followed  by 
some  of  the  Rabbis,  90. 

Balaam,  story  of,  78;  the  doctrine  of, 
647. 

Balthazar,  76. 

Balthazar  Bekker,  pastor  of  Amster- 
dam, 134. 

Banus,  100. 

Baptism,  rite  of,  8;  the  baptism  of  re- 
pentance, 104;  the  ceremony  of,  104, 


105;  command  of  Jesus  concerning, 
472,  473;  origin  of  the  practice,  488; 
takes  the  place  of  circumcision,  658; 
its  importance  in  the  Church,  662. 

Barabbas,  called  Jesus,  60;  cry  for  his 
release,  445 ;  a  robber,  released  at  the 
Passover,  687. 

Barbarians,  1. 

Bar-Cochbah,  signification  of  name, 
74. 

Barjesus,  537. 

Barnabas,  15,  18;  his  teaching  at  An- 
tioch,  18;  his  visit  to  Jerusalem  to 
con.Hult  about  the  true  faith,  18,  19, 
547;  joins  Peter  in  his  faith,  19;  re- 
turns to  Antioch,  19,  550;  cousin  of 
Mark,  24;  signification  of  name,  490 ; 
a  Cyprian,  517;  follower  of  Paul, 
53:3-536,  543,  590;  said  to  have 
brought  money  to  the  sufferers  in 
Judiea,  535;  consecrated  for  mis- 
sion work,  537;  his  missionary  jour- 
ney', 537-541;  his  work  at  Lystra, 
539 ;  worshipped  as  Zeus,  539  ; 
estranged  from  Paul,  552,  555- 
557;  account  in  Acts  of  his  contro 
versy  with  the  community  at  Jeru- 
salem, 553-557;  account  in  Acts 
suddenly  dropped,  641. 

Barnabas,  Letter  of,  22,  477,  665. 

Bartholomew,  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  180 ; 
thought  by  some  to  be  Nathanael, 
676. 

Bartimseus,  story  of,  355,  356. 

Hath,  customs  and  laws  of  the  Jews 
concerning,  277. 

Beatitudes,  the,  155-159 ;  considered, 
their  signification,  158. 

Beautiful  Gate,  the,  494. 

Beelzebul,  586. 

Bekker,  Balthazar,  pastor  of  Amster- 
dam,  134. 

Benjamin,  PauPs  descent  from  the 
tribe  of,  520. 

Berea,  568. 

Berechiah,  399. 

Bern  ice,  widow  of  Herod  of  Chalcis, 
028,  630. 

Bethany,  14, 185,  359 ;  Jesus  goes  with 
the  Twelve  to  Bethany  every  even- 
ing while  at  Jerusalem,  370,  421 ; 
Jesus  leads  his  disciples  on  the  road 
to,  at  the  time  of  his  ascension,  476; 
home  of  Martha  and  Mary,  682. 

Beth-Arbeel,  237. 

Bethesda,  Jesus  at  the  bath,  678,  679. 

Beth-Haran,  337. 

Bethlehem,  39;  said  to  be  the  birth- 
place of  Jesus,  89,  40,  42;  Joseph 
and  Mary  go  to  the  city,  52,  53 ;  the 
birth  of  .Jesus,  53;  the  vision  of  ths 
shepherds,  54;    song  of  the  angels, 
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64,  60,  64;  the  viait  of  the  Magi,  (», 
70;  Blaoffhter  of  the  children  by 
Herod,  70,  73. 

Bethlehem,  the  Star  of,  68,  69,  72- 
74,  76;  use  of  Old  Testament  texts 
and  prophecies  to  explain  it,  73,  74. 

Bethphage,  360,  361,  370. 

Bethsaida,  125 ;  visited  by  Jesus,  125, 
137,  209,  282,  311«  31^;  warned  by 
Jesus,  259,  303,  543;  home  of  An- 
drew, 674. 

Bezetha,  449. 

Birth,  instances  of  so-called  miraculous 
birth,  40,  41 ;  account  of  the  miracu- 
lous birth  of  Jesus,  51-^3,  56,  57; 
emblematic  meaning  of  the  legend, 
57-59;  ordinance  relating  to,  61. 

Birthday  of  the  Unconquerable  Sun, 
66. 

Bishops,  tbehr  office  in  the  Church,  664. 

Blastus,  501. 

Blind,  the,  healed  by  Jesus,  365,  680, 
681. 

Blood,  symbolized  in  the  wine  at  the 
Last  Supper,  415-418;  held  to  be 
sacred  by  the  Israelites,  416;  symbol 
of  the  atonement  at  the  crucifixion, 
689. 

Blood-acre,  the,  488. 

Boanerges,  signification  of  name,  181. 

Bread,  symbol  of  Jesus^s  body  at  the 
Lord's  Supper,  415-418,  679, 680. 

Britain,  1. 

Buddha,  40. 

BuUdera.  90. 

Burnt  sacrifice,  61. 

Burrhns,  tutor  of  Nero,  685. 

Cjbsab,  876;  Paul  appeals  to,  627,  628, 
630. 

Cnsar,  Julius,  2,  654;  story  of  his 
crossing  the  Adriatic  Sea,  260. 

Csesarea,  seat  of  the  Roman  governors, 
4,  97,  439,  447,  558:  Paul  in  cap- 
tivity, 20, 625-630;  Peter  labors  here 
as  apostle  of  the  Jews,  558-560;  Paul 
stays  at,  612-614. 

Csesarea-Palestina,  501. 

Csesarea-Philippi,  282,  283,  311,  312, 
315,  326. 

Caiaphas,  Joseph,  the  high  priest,  96, 
392 ;  date  of  his  cffice,  96;  president 
of  the  Sanhedrim^  428,  430:  trial  of 
Jesus,  430-i33,  686,  687;  questions 
Peter  and  John,  495;  threatens  the 
life  of  Jesus,  683. 

Caligula,  claims  divine  honors,  644. 

Campagna,  684. 

Cana,  666,  676. 

Canaan,  101. 

Candace,  515;  converted  by  Philip.  515, 
516. 


Capernaum,  9 ;  Jesos  chooaea  thit 
place  to  begin  his  wo:k,  9, 194, 125; 
Its  situation,  124;  work  of  JeaosaL 
124-138,  237,  239,  676,679;  favorite 
walk  Of  Jesus  bv  the  lake,  200; 
warned  by  Jesus. '259.  303,  543;  the 
son  of  the  officer  of,  healed  by  Jeaoa, 
678. 

Captivity,  the,  35,  60,  103,  109. 

Carmel.*613. 

Carnival,  the,  67. 

Carthaginians,  on  the  island  of  Melita, 
633. 

Caspar,  76. 

*' Castor  and  Pollux,"  the,  Paul  em- 
barks on  the  vessel,  634. 

Catholic  Church,  the,  holds  Joaepb  in 
high  esteem,  72;  its  need  of  sacred 
writings,  664,  665 ;  rise  of  the,  645, 
667-665;  its  relinon,  government, 
and  discipline,  662-664;  the  com 
monion  of  the  faithful  symbolized 
in  a  story  in  the  last  chapter  of  John, 
667;  may  abide  supreme  only  for  a 
time,  668, 669.    See  the  Church. 

Catholic  Epistles,  the,  their  authorship, 
24. 

Catholics,  the  Roman,  celebxmte  Christ 
mas-eve,  68. 

Cenchrese,  570;  community  of  Chris- 
tians formed  at,  571. 

Census,  the,  52,  55.  56. 

Cephas,  its  signification,  181;  name 
given  to  Simon,  674.    Set  Peter. 

Chattin,  horns  of,  141,  237. 

Children,  blessed  by  Jesus,  841.  342. 

China,  a  comet  seen  there  used  by  com- 
mentators, 73. 

Chios,  611. 

Cborazin,  125,  137;  visited  by  Jeans, 
137;  warned  by  Jesus,  259,  303,  543. 

Christ,  the  Gree'k  word  for  Messiah, 
18 ;  name  applied  to  Jesus,  38,  319 ; 
the  fates  of,  mdicated  in  the  Old  Te»- 
tament,  47,  48 ;  thought  by  the  Jews 
to  belong  exclusively  to  Israel,  58; 
Christians  perplexed  at  the  aooount 
of  Jesus's  baptism,  115-117;  encocm- 
ter  with  Satan,  3'il-324;  the  second 
Adam,  531  ;  signification  of  the 
name,  536 ;  preached  to  the  heathen, 
541,  542 ;  his  gospel  preached  in  En- 
rope,  562-^76;  how  typified  in  He- 
brews, 649 ;  the  belief  in  his  second 
coming,  650-655 ;  vanquishes  Satan, 
account  in  Revelation^  654;  the  be- 
lief in  his  second  coming  utteriy  dis- 
appointed, 655-657;  a  supematuiml 
being  to  some,  664 ;  a  sect  drawing  a 
distinction  between  Jesus  and  Chnst, 
664;  the  Christ  of  the  Fourth  Goa- 
pel,  671,  672;   those  in  Jerusalem, 
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acknowledging  Jesus  as  the  Christ, 
to  be  ]aid  under  a  ban,  681.  See 
Jeans  of  Nazareth. 

Christian  Church,  the.  called  into  ex- 
istence, 670.  See  Church  and  Cath- 
olic Church. 

Christian  Communities.  See  oommu- 
nittes  of  Christians. 

Christian  Era,  the,  date  o^  its  arrange- 
ment, 37.  ^ 

Christian  Literature,  the,  23-^,  87: 
one  of  the  earliest  specunens  of,  if 
authentic,  573. 

Christianity,  3 ;  its  debt  to  Paul,  20, 
21;  ori^n  of,  idea  of  development, 
48;  sprmgs  froii  Judaism,  66;  its 
connection  with  Essenism^  date  of, 
343;  the  conditions  of  gainmga  hear- 
ing, 285;  the  development  dominated 
by  Paul,  519 ;  its  springing  into  life, 
536;  important  penod  of  its  growth, 
590;  its  position  in  Hebrevrs,  650; 
differences  between  that  and  the  reli- 
gion of  Israel  exaggerated,  657;  the 
rise  of  three  parties,  657,  658;  the 
rise  of  the  Catholic  Church,  657-665; 
applied  as  a  new  Law,  658 ;  takes  a 
new  direction,  659 ;  its  development 
into  a  Church,  661,  662;  importance 
of  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper, 
S62;  regulation  of  worship  in  the 
Church,  662 ;  ultimately  to  escape 
from  the  conflict  of  the  parties,  669 ; 
transition  from  early  conceptions  of, 
to  that  of  the  Fourth  Gospel,  671; 
how  represented  in  the  Fourth  Gos- 
pelf  672 ;  its  guidance  should  not  be 
assigned  for  all  ages  to  the  disciple 
whom  Jesus  loved,  691. 

Christians,  the,  3  :  the  two  schools, 
16-22  ;  see  Heathen-Christian,  and 
Jewish-Christian ;  collision  of  the 
two  schools,  18-22,  544-562;  kept  no 
regular  intercourse  with  Jerusalem, 
18  ;  the,  origin  of  the  name,  18, 
536;  difference  of  principle  in  the 
two  schools  stamped  on  the  litera- 
ture, 22-33  ;  their  desire  to  know 
more  of  Jesus,  and  manner  of  find- 
ing the  knowledge,  37,  38;  use  of 
Sssages  from  the  Old  Testament, 
;  the  faith  of,  degenerates  in  the  an- 
cient Churoh,  87;  perplexed  at  the 
aooonntof  Jesus's  baptism,  115-117; 
reasoning  concerning  Jesus's  baptism, 
118^  119 ;  influence  of  Paul  upon 
their  behefs,  197;  use  of  the  word 
**Amen*'  for  closing  prayer,  263; 
the  early,  their  versions  of  passa- 
ges in  Matthew,  340,  346 ;  feekng  of 
the  early  Christians  about  the  trial 
>f  Jesna  before    PilatOi  443;  their 


▼lew  of  the  twenty-eecood  pealm, 
452 :  importance  attached  to  the 
anointing  of  Jews,  406  ;  stories  of 
wonders  at  the  time  of  Jesus's  death, 
455-457;  name  given  to  the  Disci, 
plesj  636;  the  Gentile  brethren  at 
Antioch,  550-^53;  at  Home,  their  re- 
ception of  Paul,  635 ;  Paul's  relations 
with,  636,  637 ;  encouraged  by  Paul 
to  preach  more  boldly,  639  ;'  hated 
at  Rome,  640-642;  persecuted  at 
Kome,  641,  642  ;  their  disappoint- 
ment about  the  Kingdom  oi  God, 
655-657;  effect  of  Nero's  persecu- 
tion, 660;  their  disappointed  hopes, 
how  met,  661,  662;  celebration  of 
Easter,  662,  663;  the  first  day  of  the 
week  takes  the  place  of  the  Jewish 
Sabbath,  662  ;  the  Christ  of  the 
Fourth  Gospel  671.672.  Sm  Heathen- 
Christians  and  Jewish-Christians., 

Christmas,  Gennan  name  of,  68;  signifi- 
cance of  the  word  in  English,  68. 

Christmas  Day,  origin  of,  66,  67;  rea 
son  for  selecting  the  25th  of  Decem- 
ber, 66,  67;  different  days  selected, 
66,  67;  observed  in  Germany,  67, 68. 

Christmaa-eve,  67. 

Christmas  presents,  68. 

Christmas  trees.  67. 

Church^e,  66,  67,  74 ;  chooses  Christ- 
mas Day,  66,  67;  stress  laid  on  the 
story  of  the  Magi,  75,  76 ;  stress  laid 
on  the  le^nd  of  Matthew,  78;  its 
identification  of  Mary  Magdalene, 
207;  Ascension  Day,  477;  Paul  the 
founder  of  the  Christian  Church, 
642;  takes  the  place  of  the  King- 
dom of  God,  661 ;  the  government 
and  discipline  of,  663;  modelled  after 
the  type  of  the  Koman  empire,  664 , 
its  need  of  sacred  writings,  664,  665, 
symbolical  presentation  of  old  Church 
history,  667,  668. 

Church,  the  Catholic,  24,  26.  Be4 
Catholic  Chnroh. 

"Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre," 
449. 

Chusa,  186 ;  Herod's  steward,  186. 

Cilicia,  ^^sited  by  Paul,  17,  633,  541, 
547,  555,  563,  624;  mission  of  Paul 
in,  534. 

Cilician  Sea,  631. 

Cilicians,  the,  506. 

Circumcision,  18,  49,  60,  282;  replaced 
by  baptism,  658. 

"dtyof  Palms."  352. 

Clauda,  island  of,  631. 

Claudia  Procula,  444. 

Claudius,  the  Emperor,  501,  570,  819  { 
date  of  his  reign,  535. 

CUudiua  Felix,  4.    Se€  Felix. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


718 


INDEX   OF   SUBJECTS. 


ClaudiuB  Lysiaa,  storv  of  Panl's  being 
saved  from  the  mul),  619,  620.  See 
hysias, 

Cl^an,  <the,  290,  356. 

Cleaxmess,  6,  10,  199,  385. 

Clement,  his  letter  to  the  Corinthians, 
22,  665;  fellow-hiborer  of  Paul,  565. 

Cleopos,  464. 

Cloe,  599. 

Clopas,  688. 

Cnldus,  631. 

Colleges  of  Jerusalem,  6^  93,  140. 

Colos8«,  590,  638;  Christian  comrau- 
nitv  established  in,  590. 

Colossians,  Epistle  to,  its  authenticity, 
23 ;  its  tone,  650 ;  transition  from  ideas 
of  earlv  Christianity  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  Fourth  Gospel,' 671. 

•*  Comforter,"  the,  64. 

Commandments,  the  Ten,  referred  to 
by  Jesus,  226,  227, 278, 280,  343. 

Commandments,  the  two  command- 
ments ^yen  hy  Jesns,  381,  382. 

Communities,  their  history  after  Paul's 
death,  644-665. 

Communities  of  Christians,  established 
in  different  places.  iS«e  Athens;  Cen- 
chreie;  Colos.s8e;  Corinth;  Ephesus; 
Galatia;  Greece;  Hierapolis;  Jernsa- 
lem;  Laodicea;  Pergams;  Philadel- 
phia ;  Philippi ;  Phrygia  ;  Rome  ; 
Sardis;  Smyrna;  Thessalonica ;  Thy- 
atira. 

Corinth,  19,  20;  Paul's  congregation 
fall  away  from  him,  21;  its  position, 
570;  Paul  at,  562,  570,  576,  606; 
Jewish-Christian  opposition,  592. 

Corinth,  the  community  of,  specially 
dear  to  Paul,  595. 596,  598 ;  character- 
istics and  growtn  of  the  community, 
595-600;  urged  to  contribute  towaras 
the  collection  for  Jerusalem,  603, 604 ; 
community  of,  rumor  of  its  founding, 
645. 

Corinthians,  Letter  of  Clement  to,  22. 

Corinthians,  Paul's  Epistles  to,  and  so- 
licitude for,  22,  572,  573,  595-601, 
606 ;  date  of  Paul's  Epistle  to,  601. 

Corinthians,  Second  Epistle  to,  602. 

Corinthians,  Third  Epistle  to,  602. 

Corinthians,  Fourth  Epistle  to,  603,  604. 

Cornelius,  story  of  Peter's  visit  to,  658, 
559, 560 ;  compared  with  Ananias,  561. 

Cos,  133.  613. 

Crete,  631,  632,  642. 

Crispus,  baptized  by  Paul,  571,  672. 

Cross,  the,  261,  331,  438,  443;  use  of 
the  word  by  Jesus  during  lifetime, 
and  its  symbolism  after  nis  death, 
189;  the  Crucifixion,  447-461,  687, 
688;  forms  of,  449,  450;  the  women 
present  at  the  Crucifixion,  451,  688 ; 


custom  of  denying  burial  to  thot« 

Sunished  on  the  cross,  458;  Jesoscul 
own  from  it,  459 ;  breaking  the  legi 
of  the  criminals  on,  688,  689. 

Crucifixion,  the,  447-161,  687,  688: 
hour  of  Jesus' s  execution,  447;  intro- 
duced among  the  Jews  by  the  Ro- 
mans. 449;  the  mode  of  execution 
described,  449,  450;  symbol  of  the 
atonement  and  purification,  in  the 
blood  and  water  flowing  from  Jeaus's 
side,  689. 

Cyprians,  the,  516. 

Cyprus,  island  of,  15, 490. 516,  613,  630; 
Paul  and  Barnabas  embark  for,  537. 

Cyrenseans,  the,  506,  516,  517. 

Cjn-ene,  448,  506. 

Cyrus,  74. 

Dalmanutha,  282,  311. 

Dalmatia,  642. 

Damaris,  569. 

Damascus,  Paul  teaches  there,  17,  532, 
story  of  PauPs  conversion,  522,  523, 
528,  530,  620,  622;  the  Straight 
StTeet,623. 

Daniel,  Book  of,  48,  315,  401. 

Daniel,  his  dumbness,  48. 

Danites,  the,  311. 

Danube,  the,  1. 

Darnel  seed,  parable  of,  643,  644. 

David,  38,  214,  483;  his  native  city, 
Bethlehem,  52;  census  under,  56; 
signification  of  name,  61 ;  his  proph- 
ecy fulfilled,  496. 

"David,  Son  of,"  35,  46, 208,  383,  518. 

Day.  See  Ascension  Day ;  Atonement, 
l^ay  of,  the;  Christmas  Da;^;  Inno- 
cents, Massacre  of;  Saint  Nicholas's 
Day;  Stephen,  Day  of  commemora- 
tion of  the  martyraom  of. 

Deaconesses,  their  oiHce.  663. 

Deacons,  order  of,  512,  663. 

Dead,  the  accounts  of  raising  the,  by 
Jesus,  285-287,  682,  683. 

Dead  Sea,  the,  100,  122,  337. 

Debtor,  parables  of  the,  161, 162,  206. 

Deity,  the,  3;  Jesus  r^arded  as,  670. 
671. 

Demas,  with  Paul  in  Rome,  638. 

Demetrius,  complains  of  Paul,  593,  .594. 

Demoniacs,  131,  132.  See  Devils,  Epi- 
lepsy, and  Possession. 

Denani,  fifty  equal  to  £2,  206. 

Denarius,  value  of  a.  296. 

Derbe,  the  city  visited  by  Paul,  53S, 
539,  663. 

Deuteronomy,  339;  cited  by  the  Jew- 
ish lawyer,  298. 

Devils,  cast  out  bv  Jesns,  131-186. 19a, 
193,  674, 675,  686, 587.  See  Epilepsv 
and  Possession. 
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DiAUL  wonhipped  at  EpbesnB,  598, 
594. 

Dike,  goddets  of  justice,  633. 

llionyaius,  first  bishop  of  the  commu- 
nity at  Athens,  569. 

Dionysius  Exiguus,  37. 

liiotrephes,  664. 

Disciples,  the,  15,  16;  called  by  Jesus, 
127-129,  178;  the  names  of  the 
Twelve,  127,  128,  178,  180.  181;  ask 
Jesus  IV hy  he  uses  parables,  143; 
the  Twelve,  178-184,  190-196,  484, 
485;  their  relations  with  Jesus,  178- 
180;  suggestion  of  the  term  ditcipte^ 
179;  their  occupations,  180,  181;  dis- 
tinctions between  '^disciples"  and 
** apostles,''  180;  the  three  most  in- 
timate with  Jesus,  181;  at  first  xm- 
oonsciouB  of  the  Messiahship  of  Jesus, 
182;  trained  by  Jesus  to  become  his 
fellow-workers*,  182 ;  stem  conditions 
imposed  on  them,  187-191;  fitness  of 
the  choice  as  companions  of  Jesus, 
190-196 ;  do  not  equal  Jets  us  in  their 
works,  192-195;  ask  Jesus  for  a 
prayer,  263;  depart  with  Jesus  from 
Daunanutha,dll;  questioned  by  Jesus 
as  to  whom  they  thought  him,  312- 
314 ;  they  regard  Jesus  as  the  Messiah, 
313,  314;  conversations  with  Jesus 
connected  with  the  Messiah,  325-331; 
Jesus  communicates  to  them  his  de- 
termination to  go  to  Jerusalem  and 
foreshadows  his  fate,  326-329,  334, 
335;  accompany  Jesus  to  Jerusalem, 
335-356 ;  their  bearing  towards  Jesus, 
336,  337;  astonishment  at  Jesus's  dif- 
fering with  the  Law  on  the  subjects  of 
marriage  and  divorce,  340 ;  promised 
everlasting  life,  345, 346;  accompany 
Jesus  to  Jerusalem,  347-356 ;  do  not 
anderstand  the  t^achmgs  of  Jesus, 
351;  their  entry  of  Jerusalem,  359- 
363;  go  with  Jesus  every  night  to 
Bethany,  370;  at  Bethany,  393,  in- 
structed by  Jesus,  393-395,  397,  898; 
ask  Jesus  where  they  shall  prepare 
the  Passover  feast,  408 ;  prepare  the 
Passover  feast  for  Jesus,  412;  go 
with  Jesus  to  the  Last  Supper,  412, 
684;  the  scene  of  the  Last  Supper, 
413-416,  684,  685;  receive  tlie  bread 
and  wine  from  Jesus,  415,  416 ;  sym- 
bolism of  the  act,  415-418,  680; 
Jesus's  conversation  with  them  after 
the  feast,  419-421,  685,  686 ;  a^^ked 
by  Jesus  to  remain  by  the  Garden  of 
(jethsemane,  421,  686;  rush  into  the 
garden  follower*  by  Judas,  425 ;  fiee 
&om  Jesus,  42" ,  their  belief  in  Jesus* s 
resurrectior-,  464-467,  472;  Jesus  ap- 
pears t«  iheni  after  his  death,  470- 


477,  666,  667,  689,  090;  establish 
themselves  at  Jerusalem,  481,  482; 
number  in  the  community  at  Jerusa- 
lem, 482;  choice  of  Matthias  to  fill 
the  place  of  Juda8,  484;  their  work 
an  imitation  of  that  of  John  the  Bap- 
tist, 488 ;  wonders  worked  at  Jerusar 
lem,  490-492,  494-499;  qnestloned 
and  condemned  by  the  Sanhedrim, 
495-498;  differing  eiements  among 
them,  505;  make  a  new  arrangement 
about  the  care  of  the  poor  m  the  com- 
munity, 505,  500;  receive  the  name 
of  Christians,  536;  the  Disciple 
whom  Jesus  loved,  666-693;  fare- 
well and  prayer  for,  685.  See 
Apostles,  and  the  Twelve. 

*' Dispersion,  the,'*  326. 

Divorce,  Jesus  Questioned  concerning 
the  subject,  338-341 ;  customs  in  I»- 
rael,  339 ;  Jewish  laws,  647. 

Doctrine,  not  taught  by  Jesus,  179 

Dogs,  389. 

Domitian,  38. 

Dorcas,  557;  signification  of  name, 
558 ;  her  restoration  compared  to  that 
of  Jairus's  daughter,  561. 

Dove,  the,  118,  120. 

Drusilla,  thii-d  wife  of  Felix,  625,  626. 

Duumvirs,  the,  565,  566. 

East,  usages  of  Eastern  hospitality 
200,  205. 

Easter,  Feast  of,  66. 

Easter,  Sunday  before,  consecrated  to 
the  entry  of  Jerusalem,  363;  sig- 
nificance' of,  481;  conflict  as  to  the 
day  of  its  celebration,  662,  663. 

Eating,  custom  of  washing  the  hands 
before  and  after,  276-278. 

Ebionites,  the,  22;  call  Jesus  the  son  of 
Joseph,  57 ;  signification  of  the  term, 
158;  misunderstand  Jesua's  meacing 
regarding  sacrifice,  219 ;  the  Jewish- 
Ohristiaus,  657;  not  justified  by  the 
author  of  Acts,  660.  See  Jewish- 
Christians. 

Ecce  HomOy  63. 

Egypt,  70,  125,  506;  communities  of 
Jews  established  in,  7;  journeys  of 
Jesus  to,  and  sojourn  in,  70,  72,  74, 
75;  slavery  in,  some  symbols  of  at 
the  Passover,  408. 

Elders  of  the  synagogue,  198,  512,  663. 

Eleazar,  the  name  the  same  as  Lazarus. 
S88. 

Eleazar,  a  Eiabbi,  277. 

Eleazer,  priests  called  after  him,  44. 

Elijah,  why  his  name  is  associated  with 

that  of  Moses  in  the  New  Testament, 

49,  50;  the  impression  left  by  him  on 

^  the   Israelites,   49,    50 ;    prophecies 


Digitized  by 


Google 


720 


INDEX  OF  SUBJECTS. 


concerning  him  ai.  I  the  Messianic 
agiR,  49-61;  his  garments,  101;  John 
the  Baptist  draws  a  conception  of 
his  work  from  him,  109;  instances 
of  comparison  with  Jesus,  127,  235, 
255.  272,  286,  287,  303,  313,  333;  his 
miracle  at  Zarephath,  148 ;  example 
of,  in  the  minds  of  the  Twelve,  192 ; 
coming  of,  325 ;  Jesus  taunted  by  the 
people  regarding  him,  454 ;  legend  of 
the  transfiguration,  502-504;  referred 
to  in  Revelation,  653. 

Elisha,  instances  of  comparison  with 
Jesus,  127.  235,  286,  287,  303. 

Elizabeth,  43;  mother  of  John  the 
Baptist,  storv  of,  43-46  ;  story  of. 
considered,  47;  receives  visit  from 
Mary,  52,  55. 

Elkanah,  47. 

Elymas,  60,  537,  540;  signification  of 
name,  537. 

Emesa,  625. 

Emmaus,  125;  the  walk  to,  464-466. 

''Enchanted  World/'  the,  date  of  its 
publication,  134. 

Enchantment,  belief  in,  134. 

£n  gannin,  336. 

England,  67. 

English  ports,  147. 

Enoch,  333;  quotation  from,  in  Jude, 
649. 

Epaphras,  590,  591 ;  shares  Paul's  cap- 
tivity, 638. 

Epaphroditus.  565 ;  brings  a  present  to 

Paul  from  Philippi,  638. 
'  Epenetu.s,  591. 

Ephesians,  account  of  Paul's  farewell 
to,  612,  613. 

Ephesians,  Epistle  to,  its  authenticity, 
23  ;  its  conciliatory  purpose,  659, 
660. 

Ephesus,  19,  20;  Paul's  followers  join 
the  Jewish  Christians,  21;  Paul  at, 
562,  576-594;  date  of  Paul's  settle- 
ment there,  576;  trouble  in  the 
community,  592-594;  worship  of 
Diana,  693,  594;  Paul  takes  leave  of 
the  Christians,  595 ;  Paul  leaves  the 
city,  602;  John  the  Evangelist  said 
toliave  lived  at  Ephesus,  644^;  com- 
munity addressed  in  Revelation,  646, 
647, 

Ephraim,  city  of,  336,  458,  683. 

Epicureans,  570. 

Epilepsy,  132-186;  **0n  the  Sacred 
Disease,*'  133. 

Epiphanes,  Antiochns,  280. 

Epiphany,  Feast  of.  its  institution  and 
signification,  66,  78. 

Epiphany,  hymn  of  Pmdentius,  74, 
75. 

EpisUes,  22;  the  CatbolK  Epistles,  24: 


the  General  Eptstle«i,  24;  purpose  of 
the  Pastoral  Epistles,  663,  664.  8e« 
Barnabas;  Clement;  Coloesians;  Cor- 
inthians ;  Ephesians  ;  Galatians ; 
Hebrews  ;  James  ;  John  ;  Jude  ; 
Philemon  ;  Philippians  ;  Romans  ; 
Timothy;  Titus. 

Era,  the  Christian,  date  of  its  arrange- 
ment, 37. 

Erastus,  converted  by  Paul,  571;  fel 
low-worker  of  Paul,  590,  602. 

Essence,  the,  a  sect  of  Pharisaism,  6 ; 
(heir  numbe",  6;  not  thrown  in 
contact  with  Jesus,  10 ;  customs  and 
rules  of  the  sect,  100,  545,  650;  the, 
situation  of  tlieir  colonies,  100;  their 
daily  ablutions,  104;  pay  attention 
to  exorcism,  133 ;  have  no  connectioB 
with  Jesus,  242. 

Essenism,  date  of  its  connection  with 
Christianity,  243. 

Esther,  possibly  a  model  for  Salome, 
272. 

Ethiopian,  the,  Candace,  515,  516. 

Eunice,  539. 

Euodia,  565;  exhorted  by  Paul,  640. 

Euphrates,  the,  1,  532. 

Europe.  19;  the  Gospel  in,  562-576; 
the  first  European  city  in  which  the 
gospel  was  preached,  564. 

Eutycnus,  his  escape  from  death,  611. 

Excommunication,  tentence  of,  7, 198. 

Exiguus,  Dionysius,  37. 

Ezekiel,  receives  his  call  in  a  viaion, 
118;  a  prophetic  roll,  140;  calls  him- 
self the  '*  son  of  a  man,"  814. 

Ezra,  10,  93,  284;  Stephen's  defence 
similar  to  his  confession,  507. 

Fair  HAysMS,  bay  of,  631,  632. 

Faith,  the  condition  of  salvation,  16, 
18 ;  power  of,  denied  by  the  Jewish- 
Christians,  18;  the  conflict  concerning 
its  efllcacy,  21;  its  power  preached 
by  Jesus,  194  (ms  Jesus,  hii 
preaching);  preached  by  Paul,  530, 
531,  538,  548-550,  553,  581.  606- 
608. 

Fasts,  212,  218. 

Father,  the  name  used  by  Jesns,  for 
God,  82,  83,  91,  190,  196 ;  His  love 
to  mankind,  248,  249;  how  regarded 
by  Jesus,  685,  686. 

Feasts,  customs  relating  to,  804,  305, 
308. 

Feasts,  Easter,  66,  863,  481,  662,  663; 
Epiphany,  66,  74. 75, 78;  of  the  Jews, 
how  regarded  by  the  author  of  th« 
Fourth  Gospel,  672;  of  Ughts,  681; 
of  Pentecoet,  485;  of  Tabemadea, 
362,  680;  Three  Kings,  78;  Twelfth 
Might,  78;  Whitsuutide,  66;  Yule,  67 
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fMt,  symboliBin  of  Jesus  washing  his 
dlaciples*  feet,  684. 

Felix,  Claudiufl,  4 ;  Governor  of  Pales- 
tine, date  of  his  rule,  4,  625;  a  de- 
spatch regarding  Paul  sent  to  him, 
(»3,  624;  the  trial  of  Paul,  626,  626; 
examines  Paul  in  private,  626;  suc- 
ceeded by  Porcius  Festus,  627. 

Festos,  Porcius,  Governor  of  Palestine, 
date  of  his  rule,  4;  Paul  tried  before 
him,  627,  628;  mentions  Paul's  case 
to  Agrippa,  628 ;  accuses  Paul  of 
madness,  629,  630;  his  death,  645. 

Fig-tree,  the  image  of,  259 ;  parable  of, 
849;  story  of  the  withering  of  the 
tree,  400. 

Vishes,  the,  sign  of  the  Zodiac.  74;  the 
wonderful  draught  of,  128,  129 ; 
miracle  of  the  loaves  and  fishes,  148, 
149,  679. 

Flavins  Josephus,  date  of,  27.  See 
Joseph  us. 

Floras,  Gessius,  Governor  of  Palestine, 
4. 

Food,  clean  and  unclean,  280. 

**  For  God,  and  for  Israel,**  a  national 
cnr,  7. 

Forecourt,  the,  370. 

**  Forgiveness  of  sins,**  104,  161,  162, 
204. 

FortunatoB,  converted  by  Paul,  571, 
599. 

Foorth  Gospel,  the,  29 ;  its  authorship 
and  abiding  life,  666-669;  extracts 
from,  669.  672-675,  690,  692;  tone 
of  its  antnor  towards  Judaism,  671, 
672;  purpose  of  the  author,  672^ 
673,  690^93;  identity  of  its  au- 
thor, 691;  the  ripest  fruit  of  the  spirit 
of  Jesus,  692. 

Frankincense,  given  by  the  Magi  to 
Jesus,  70,  74,  76. 

Frederick,  signification  of  name,  61. 

French  Revolution,  435. 

Gabriex^  his  prophecies  concerning 
John  the  Baptist,  44.  45,  49-51 ;  the 
angel,  45,  46 ;  precedent  for  his  ap- 
pearing to  Zachariah,  in  the  Old 
Testament,  48 ;  again  a  messenger  of 
God,  51;  his  appearance  to  Mary, 
54,  55;  the  message  to  Mary,  64. 

Gadara,  283,  574. 

Gadarenes,  the,  282. 

Gains,  a  fellow-worker  of  Panl,  639, 
668,  571,  590,  609,  610;  seized  at 
Ephesus,  594. 

Gains^  a  letter  addressed  to  him,  664. 

(valatia,  Jewish-Christian  opposition  to 
Paul,  19,  21,  592,  597,  598;  Paul's 
visit  to,  563,  564, 579-682 ;  communi- 
Ues  in,  564,  579-682. 
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Galatians,  the-,  Paul  welcomed  bj 
them,  664;  instractcd  by  certain 
emissaries  from  Jerasalem,  and 
warned  against  Paul,  579;  asked  to 
contribute  toward  the  collection  for 
Jerusalem,  602. 

Galatians,  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the,  86, 
580-682,  584,  606. 

Galba,  664. 

GaliUeans,  the,  their  characteristics,  7, 
88,  89;  not  esteemed  at  Jerusalem, 
94,  95 ;  slain  by  Pilate,  348. 

Galilee,  given  to  Herod  Antipas,  4;  in 
the  territory  of  Antipas,  124 ;  date  of 
its  return  to  the  Jews,  4;  its  inhabi- 
tants, 6,  7;  early  heme  of  Jesus,  8, 
14,  326;  the  scene  of  Jesus's  early 
preaching,  9;  no  census  taken, 
56;  Lower,  71;  its  situation,  88. 
90;  its  population,  fertility,  and 
climate,  88-90;  its  religious  free- 
dom, 94;  visits  of  Jesus,  139,  140, 
177,  178;  course  of  the  pil^ms  to 
Jerusalem.  336;  Jesus  believed  in 
because  ot  his  miracles,  678. 

Galilee,  Sea  of,  9,  124,  126;  the  story 
of  the  storm  on,  and  its  emblematic 
meaning,  260,  261;  Jesus  walking 
on  the  water,  268,  269. 

Gallio,  brother  of  Seneca,  672;  his 
treatment  of  Paul,  572. 

Gamaliel  I.,  grandson  of  Hillel,  497, 
498;  a  teacher  of  the  law,  497;  be- 
friends the  Apostles,  497,  498 ;  date 
of  his  death,  498. 

Gamaliel,  School  of,  522. 

Garden  of  Gethsemane,  370.  iSee  Geth- 
semane. 

Garment,  the  mended,  parable  of,  213, 
214. 

Gaza,  616. 

Gehenna,  131,  136,  169,  176,  226,  387. 

General  Epistlee,  the,  their  authorship, 
24. 

Gennesareth,  Land  of,  125,  237. 

Gennesareth,  Sea  of,  124,  125, 127,  337, 
466 ;  Jesus  crosses  the  lake  on  hear- 
ing of  John  the  Baptist's  death,  273. 

GenUle-Ohristiana,  656. 

Gerasa,  674. 

Gerizim,  Mount,  99,  192;  how  regard- 
ed in  the  Fourth  Gospel,  672 ;  Jesus 
questioned  as  to  the  true  place  of 
worship,  677. 

German,  the  word  for  Christmas,  68. 

Germans,  the,  their  Yule  feast,  67. 

Germany,  observance  of  Christmas 
Day,  67.  68. 

Gessius  Florus,  revolt  under  him,  date 
of,  4. 

Gethsemane,  Garden  of,  186,  360,  370; 
Jesus  in  the  garden,  421-427, 680, 687. 
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Gethsemane,  its  position,  421;  sigpnifi- 
cation  of  name,  421. 

Giscala,  521. 

<jrodf  how  thoufflit  of  by  Jesus,  10, 
173-177,  230,  248,  249;  called 
"  Father"  by  Jesus,  82,  83,  91 ;  how 
regarded  by  the  Israelites,  4(),  103; 
how  regarded  bv  John  the  Baptist, 
102,  103.    See  I^ngdom  of  God. 

God,  Son  of,  670,  671. 

"(jod's  lirst-born,"  a  term  used  for 
Israel,  76. 

( Jod's  son,  term  used  for  Israel,  75. 

Guethe,  269  ». 

Gold,  given  by  the  Magi  to  Jesus,  70, 
74,  76. 

Golden  Age,  the,  67,  472,  541,  548, 596; 
desire  of  Jesus  and  the  Apostles  to 
hasten  the  dawn  of,  650,  651. 

Golden  Rule,  the,  220. 

Golgotha,  hill  of  the cruclf ixion>  14, 449, 
688;  price  lessness  of  the  cross,  455; 
signification  of  name,  449. 

Good  Samaritan,  the.  parable  of,  230, 
290-300 ;  scene  of  the  parable,  357. 

Gospel,  the  Foartli,  666-«93.  See 
Fourth  Gospel. 

((ospel,  the  struggle  with  the  Law,  546- 
560,  656. 

(lospel  History,  bv  Juvencus,  76. 

(ffospels,  the,  the  books  examined,  27- 
33;  how  they  should  be  regarded, 
36-42;  passages  relating  to  Jesus^s 
birth,  56 ;  rejection  of  accounts  con- 
tradictory to  Nature,  87 ;  account  of 
the  imprisonment  of  John  the  Bap- 
tist, 122,  123;  emblematic  stories, 
129;  the  sequence  of  events  not  to 
be  depended  on,  142 ;  explanation  of 
Jesus  using  parables,  143;  meaning 
of  the  miracle  of  the  loaves  and 
tishes,  148,  149 ;  one  of  their  charac- 
teristics, 157,  158;  preservation  of 
records,  179;  how  the  Twelve  are 
represented,  191 ;  explanation  of  the 
term  sinners,  197-199;  represent 
Jestts  as  pnmng  frequently,  261; 
the  demand  for  miracles,  285;  con- 
tradictor)' accounts  concerning 
Jesus's  action  toward  the  heathen, 
293-300,  303-311;  the  expression 
the  "  Son  of  Man,"  314,  315.  See 
Son  of  Man.  Method  of  dealing  with 
the  accounts  of  Jesus  going  to  Jeru- 
salem, 338;  the  accounts  in,  adjusted, 
350;  conflicting  accounts  concerning 
Jesu8*s  trial,  429;  metaphors  in, 
456. 

Gospels,  the  Apocryphal,  71,  72,  76- 
78,  83-87,  110. 

Gospels,  the  Synoptical,  27-32,  378, 
C73,  684. 


Gottlieb,  name  of,  61 ;  significatioii  of 
name,  61. 

Government,  the,  10. 

Gaeco-Romans,  542. 

Grave-diggers,  business  of,  followed  by 
some  of  the  rabbis,  90. 

Grecian  Jew,  letter  to  "Israel  in  the 
dispersion,"  648. 

Grecians,  the  Seven,  506,  511-513; 
members  of  the  community  at  Jeru- 
salem a  distinct  party,  505,  511; 
recognize  the  Seven  as  their  leaders, 
611. 

Greece,  communities  of  Jews  estab- 
lished  in,  7 ;  Paul  stays  here  a  short 
time,  19,  562,  605:  the  gospel 
preached  at  Athens,  568-570. 

Greek,  the  language,  where  spoken,  2; 
translation  of  the  Old  Testament 
into,  7;  the  proceedings  of  Jesus's 
trial  carried  on  in  this  language,  439 ; 
Jewish  believers  speaking  the  lan- 
guage, a  distinct  partv  in  Jenisalem, 
505,  511,  616;  one  ol  the  languages 
in  which  the  inscription  over  the 
cross  was  written,  688. 

Greek  Churches,  exc&sses  in,  366 

Greek  Historians,  the,  27. 

Greeks,  the,  faith  in  national  deicies 
w^avering,  3;  the  teachings  of  Je«us 
preached  to  them,  17;  the  gospel 
preached  to  them,  517,  568-^70;  the 
liberal  party  of  Jesus's  followers 
extends  among  thera,  18 ;  the  proba- 
ble originators  of  the  idea  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  being  the  father  of  Jesus, 
57;  their  expression  for  salvation 
and  saviour,  CI ;  foundations  of  medi- 
cal science  hud  by  Hippocrates  amon^ 
them,  133;  cu.otom  ot  denying  burial 
to  crucified  oifenderb,  458;  their  posi- 
tion and  claims  to  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  550;  in  Jerusalem,  ask  access 
to  Jesus,  683. 

Hadrian,  73. 

Hakeldama,  483;  its  signification,  482i 

Hallel,  the,  the  part  sung  at  the  Pass- 
over, 413,  419. 

Haraath,  125. 

Hannah,  44, 47,  48;  her  song  of  thanks* 
giWng,  54. 

Hate,  the  word  should  not  be  taken 
literallv,  188. 

Healing  of  the  sick,  9,  85,  131,  135, 
148,  202,  203,  208-210,  216,  308-^11, 
355,  356,  367.     See  Blind. 

Heathen,  the,  190;  relations  of  Je:«ii9 
with  them,  293-^311;  Paul  the  Apo^ 
tie  of,  528,  533;  first  mission  to,  694- 
543;   Christ  preached  to  them,  541, 

64a. 
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Heatlien-<Jhri»tJan  School,  the,  18. 

Heathen-ChristianSf  their  right  as  citi- 
zens in  the  Messlaiiic  Kingdom,  18, 
19,  21;  how  treated  by  Peter,  19; 
to  raise  a  collection  for  the  poor  be- 
lievers in  JiidiBa,  19;  change  in  the 
attitude  of  the  Jewish-Christians  to- 
ward them,  21.  22;  those  called  Bfar- 
donites,  22;  their  writings,  26,  39; 
preaching  tolerated  by  the  Twelve, 

Hebrew,  the  idiom,  character  of,  188; 
one  of  the  languages  in  which  the  in- 
scription over  the  cross  was  written, 
688. 

Hebrews,  £pistle  to  the,  the  npirit  of  the 
book  and  its  authorship,  23,  649,  655; 
expressions  borrowed  from,  648; 
transition  from  ideas  of  early  Chris- 
tianity to  the  doctrine  of  the  Fourth 
Gospel,  671;  rejected  by  some  from 
the  sacred  canon,  665. 

Hebrews,  Gospel  of  the,  22,  116,  120, 
121,  158,  216,  217,  468. 

Hebrews,  members  of  the  communitv 
at  Jerusalem  a  distinct  party,  50o, 
506;  recognize  the  Twelve  as  their 
leaders,  511. 

Hebron,  43. 

Hermes,  539. 

Hermon,  Mount,  312. 

H'  ^d,  half-brother  of  Herod  Antipas, 
122. 

Herod  A^ppa  I.,  date  of  his  reign,  4, 
544 ;  his  death,  4,  501 ;  imprisonment 
and  rescue  of  Peter,  499-501. 

Herod  Agrippa  II.    See  Agrippa. 

Herod  Antipas,  becomes  tetrarch  of 
Galilee  and  Perasa,  4;  date  of  his 
deposition,  4;  his  treatment  of  John 
the  Baptist,  9;  his  fear  of  John,  108; 
marries  his  half-brother's  wife,  122; 
Antipas  commands  the  imprisonment 
of  John,  122;  occasion  of  his  birth- 
day, 271;  Salome  demands  the  death 
of  John  the  Baptist,  271 ;  orders  the 
murder  of  John  the  Baptist,  272; 
hears  of  Jesus  and  his  worl^, 
272,  273;  represented  by  the  Phar- 
isees as  intending  to  kill  Jesus, 
275. 

Herod  the  Great,  3,  4,  5;  the  Idumaean, 
3;  date  of  his  securing  the  Jewish 
throne,  3;  his  character  and  rule,  3; 
his  grandson  becomes  King  of  the 
Jews,  4;  his  rule  hateful,  43;  no  cen- 
sus in  his  reign,  56 ;  his  terror  and 
cruelty  at  the  news  of  Jesus's  birth, 

69,  70;    succeeded    by    Archelaus, 
70;  the  slaughter  of  the  innocents, 

70,  73;  day  of  commemoration  of  the 
ma88acre|'66;   the  palace,  97,  439; 


Paul  put  in  custody  at  his  former 
palace,  624. 

Herodian,  significance  of  its  derivation, 
536. 

Herodians,  the,  375;  a  political  party, 
242. 

Herodias,  122;  desirous  of  John*s  death, 
271;  the  character  drawn  from  a 
model  of  Ahab's  wife,  272. 

Herodion,  a  relative  of  Paul,  591. 

Hierapolis,  Christian  community  es- 
Ubljshed  at,  590,  591. 

High  Priest,  the,  4,  5,  44. 

High  Priests,  the  decision  about  Judas*8 
monev,  483. 

Hillel,  ^15, 498;  story  of,  in  the  Talmud, 
219,  220;  his  fame,  220;  revives  the 
custom  of  washiug  the  hands  before 
and  after  eating,  277;  his  views  on 
divorce,  339. 

Hinnom,  valley  of,  483. 

Hippocrates,  founder  of  medical  science 
among  the  Greeks,  133. 

Hippus,  337. 

Historian,  date  of  the  earliest  ecclesiu- 
tical  writer,  545. 

Historical  Books,  the,  their  authorsh  ip, 
24r-26. 

"History  of  Joseph,"  77. 

"History  of  Marv's  Birth  and  the 
childhood  of  theTRedeemer,'*  76-78. 

Holland,  St.  Nicholas's  Day,  67,  68. 

Holy  Family,  70. 

Holy  Night,  68. 

Holy  Place,  the,  44- 

Holy  Scriptures,  the,  10, 11 ;  conflicting 
accounts,  71-73.  See  Old  Testament 
and  New  Testament. 

Holv  Spirit,  the,  41,  47;  gender  of  the 
riebrew  word  for  spirit,  57 ;  baptism 
of  the,  102,  117,  472,  674 ;  compared 
to  a  dove,  118;  account  of  its  descent 
upon  Jesus,  in  the  form  of  a  dove, 
118,  120;  the  expression  used  in  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  263;  expression  used 
by  Luke,  266;  its  descent  upon  the 
Apostles,  485-488;  baptism  of,  gen- 
erallv  regarded  as  the  test  of  admis- 
sion  into  the  Messianic  Kingdom,  618; 
the  presence  of  the  Lord  in  that  of 
the  Spirit,  669,  672;  breathed  upon 
the  Twelve,  690. 

Homer,  146,  147. 

Horeb,  Mount,  50. 

Horns  of  Chattin,  141,  237. 

Hosanna,  ''^Q0 ;  its  siguirication,  363. 

"  Hosanna  to  the  son  of  David,"  362i 
367. 

Hosea,  a  prophetic  roll,  140;  passage 
cited  from,  218,  246. 

Hou^^e,  arrangements  of  a  Jewish,  164. 

"House  of  Compassion,"  G78. 
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Honseb  older,  parable  of,  150. 

Houses  boUt  on  the  sand  and  the  rock, 

parable  of,  154,  155. 
Husbandman,  the,  parable  of,  159. 
Husbandman  and  the  vineTard,  parable 

of,  38^-391. 
Hyrcanus,  civil  war  with  Aristobnlos.  3. 

I.  N.  B.  I.,  meaning  of,  688. 

Iconium,  538,  539. 

Idumsa.  ^iven  to  Archelaus,  3;  re- 
united with  the  Jewish  kingdom,  4. 

Edunuean  Herod,  the,  8.  See  Herod 
the  Great. 

Ill^Tia,  579. 

Imag»-worship,  2. 

Immanuel,  name  of,  61;  signification  of 
name,  61. 

Immortality,  Jesus's  belief  in,  380. 

Incense-makers.  90. 

Indian  coasts,  tne,  145. 

**  Infancy  of  the  Redeemer,**  76,  77, 
84. 

Innocents,  Massacre  of,  70,  73 ;  day  of 
commemoration  of,  66. 

Inquisition,  the,  434. 

Ionian  Sea,  the,  632. 

Isaiah,  a  passage  misunderstood,  40, 41 ; 
name  oi,  61 ;  si^ification  of  name,  61 ; 
his  oracles  usc^  by  Jesus,  94;  receives 
his  call  in  a  vision,  118;  a  prophetic 
roll,  140;  passage  cited  bv  Jesus,  143 ; 
prophecies  of,  explained  by  Philip, 

Isaiah,  the  Second,  101;  his  description 
of  the  servant  of  Yahweb,  196,  197; 
cited,  419. 

Israel,  want  of  unanimity  among  the 
people,  4-6;  fall  of,  caused  by  the 
"Zealots,"  6;  religion  of,  how  re- 
garded hy  Jesus,  10,  11 ;  Jesus's  idea 
of  his  mission  to  the  *Most,'*  11; 
change  in  Je8ua*8  views  re^^arding  the 
people  and  oountrv,  13 ;  focus  of  its 
reli^ous  life  at  Jerusalem,  14;  ex- 
clusive feeling  among  the  Jewish- 
Christians,  22;  an  idea  of  develop- 
ment runs  through  the  religion,  48; 
the  Messiah,  39 ;  to  be  ruled  by  Jesus, 
51,  52;  exclusive  possessor  of  the 
Christ,  58;  Jesus  an  Israelite  by  birth 
and  education,  59,  60;  the  Israelites 
thought  much  of  named,  60,  61 ;  cus- 
toms regarding  first-born  sons,  61, 
62;  birth  of  the  Messiah,  54;  their 
longincs  realized,  64;  a  type  of  the 
isian,  75;    '     * 


the  bovs  are  instructed 
in  the  Law,  80,  SS,  93;  revolt  by 
Judas  the  Galilsan,  89;  the  effect  of 
Pilate's  governorship,  96-99;  man 
has  no  nghts  as  an  individual,  173 ; 
the  twelve  tribes,  180;  '*  lost  sheep  of 


tliA  house  of  Israel,**  199;  attiiodi 
of  Jems  towards  the  religion  of,  ail* 
283;  law  and  customs  of  mamaM 
and  divorce.  839;  to  be  preaervedrar 
God,  368:  likened  to  the  barren  %- 
tree,  400;  supposed  prediction  of  her 
sufferings,  401,  402;  its  exdualre 
privileges  thrown  open  to  the  heathen, 
541,  5^;  twelve  thousand  from  each 
of  the  tribes  to  be  saved,  aocordinf 
to  Revelation,  653 ;  how  represented 
in  Revelation,  653, 654;  the  differences 
between  its  religion  and  that  of 
Christianity  exaggerated,  657.  See 
Israelites  and  Jews. 

"  Israel  in  the  Dispersion,*'  explanation 
of  the  term,  7. 

Israelites,  the.  5,  7;  their  sina  to  be  re- 
moved at  the  time  of  the  Messiah*t 
coming,  49;  thought  much  of  names, 
60,  61;  their  recognition  of  God*s 
commandment,  65;  their  thought  of 
God,  103;  speak  in  the  synagogues, 
140,  141;  fed  with  manna,  148;  use 
of  the  word  "Amen**  for  closing 
prayer,  263 ;  their  thought  of  heaven 
and  the  dead,  3.32,  333;  their  pride  in 
the  temple,  360;  regard  blood  as 
sacred,  416.    See  Israel,  and  Jews. 

Italy,  communities  of  Jews  established 
in,  7;  relimous  freedom  of  recent 
date,  435 ;  date  of  PauPs  journey  to, 
630. 

Italy,  Middle,  1 ;  Southern,  1;  religious 
freedom  of,  recent  date,  435;  date  of 
PauPs  journey  to.  630. 

Ithamar,  priests'  called  after  him,  44. 

Jacx>b,  85,  78 ;  his  dream  to  be  realised 
in  Jesus,  675. 

Jacob's  Bridge,  311. 

Jacob*s  Well,  677. 

Jair,  storv  of  the  raising  of  his  danjch  - 
ter,  286. 

James,  son  of  Alphaus,  a  disciple  of 
Jesus,  180. 

James,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  8; 
brother  of  Jesus,  17,  57,  238;  mter- 
view  with  Paul  concerning  the  true 
faith,  18, 19 ;  how  represented  in  the 
Book  of  Acts,  26 ;  healed  by  Jesus, 
85;  his  character,  91;  Jesus' appears 
to  him  after  the  resurrection,  467, 
468;  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
communitv  at  Jerusalem,  469,  500, 
502,  545,  548,  580:  meets  Paul,  532; 
*Hhe  Just,**  545,  551;  recognizes  fel- 
lowship with  Paul  and  Barnabas,  549 ; 
sends  emissaries  to  Antioch,  551,  552; 
account  in  Acts  of  his  action  in  the 
division  of  the  communitv,  .554-^56; 
one  of  the  ''pillars,**  503^  582,  583; 
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Panl^ft  arriyal  at  Jirasalem  an- 
noanced  to  him,  615:  the  represeu- 
tatlvM  of  the  community  at  Jerusa- 
lem with  James  a  j^ty  by  itself, 
616;  tiadidon  of  his  death,  645; 
great  opponent  of  Paul,  645. 

James,  son  of  Zebedee,  a  disciple  of 
Jesus,  24,  127,  180,  402;  tradition  of 
an  additional  name  given  by  Jesus, 
181;  called  by  Jesus  to  follow  him, 
127-129;  goes  into  the  house  of 
Jair,  286 ;  his  mother  asks  Jesus  for 
a  high  place  for  her  sons  in  the  king- 
dom to  come,  351,  352;  taken  b}' 
Jesus  into  the  garden  of  Gethsemane, 
421-423;  awakened  by  Jesus,  425; 
falls  a  victim  to  the  sword,  499,  501 ; 
legend  of  the  transfiguration,  502- 
504. 

James  the  Less,  186. 

James,  Epistle  of,  23,  646,  648,  655 ;  its 
authorship,  24;  rejected  by  some 
from  the  sacred  canon,  665. 

James,  the  Gospel  of,  apocryphal,  47. 

Jannaeus,  Alexander,  3. 

Janus,  temple  of,  2;  the  doors  of  the 
temple  open  in  time  of  war,  2. 

Jason,  60,  568. 

Jihoiada,  399. 

•'eremiah,  101,  103,  313,  415,  431,  483; 
receives  his  call  in  a  vision,  118; 
a  prophetic  roll,  140. 

Jericho,  298,  32i1,  337. 

Jericho,  city  of,  353 ;  named  the  "  City 
of  Palms,*'  3^2. 

Jericho,  ford  at,  14. 

Jericho,  plain  of,  338. 

Jeroboam  II.,  73. 

Jerome,  521. 

Jemsalem,  2,  13;  date  of  the  destruc- 
tion of,  4,  304;  the  seat  of  Jewish 
orthodoxy.  6;  the  focus  of  Israel's 
religions  life,  14;  headquarters  of 
the  Apostles,  17;  visit  of  Paul.  Bar- 
nabas, and  Titus,  18,  614-624;  de- 
vastation of,  21;  to  be  the  seat  of 
the  kingdom  of  God,  22;  visit  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  to  make  offering  in 
the  temple,  62,  63 ;  visit  of  the  Magi, 
68,  69 ;  visit  of  Joseph  and  Mary  at 
the  time  of  the  Pa-^sover,  80-82 ;  ac- 
count of  Jesus  in  the  temple  according 
to  Thomas,  83,  84;  public  teaching, 
92,  narrowness  of  discussions,  93, 
94;  Jesus  decides  to  go  there,  326- 
899,  334,  335;  route  of  Jesus  to  the 
city,  337,  338,  352,  357,  359,  360;  the 
great  sobool  of  orthodoxy,  327 ;  Jesus 
on  the  way  to  the  city,  335-356;  ap- 
proach to,  357;  the  Citv  of  God,  359, 
360:  entrance  of  Jesus,' 359-363,  369,  | 
683 ,   the  temple,  360 ;    a  Messianic  , 


entry,  363 ;  reception  of  Jesus,  368, 
874;  JesuB^B  project  in  going  there, 
868,  369;  custom  of  whitewashing' 
the  sepulchres,  885;  supposed  fare> 
well  of  Jesus  to  the  city,  398,  899, 
401;  the  Via  Dolorota,  448;  the 
ladies  prepare  a  numbing  drink  foi 
prisoners  to  be  crucitied,  450;  num« 
Der  of  houses  of  prayer,  506 ;  visit  of 
Paul  to  plead  his  cause  before  the 
community,  547-550;  Paul's  stay 
at,  and  experiences  in,  614-624; 
account  in  Acts  of  Paul's  reception 
at,  615-617;  prophecy  concerning, 
in  Revelation,  653;  the  temple  to 
be  saved,  as  predicted  in  Revela- 
tion, 653,  655;  the  temple  destroyed, 
655 ;  its  fall|Works  against  the  Jewish- 
Christians,  658 ;  how  regarded  in  the 
Fourth  Gospel,  672;  after  the  fall, 
Christianity^  centres  at  Rome,  660; 
Jesus  questioned  as  to  the  true  place 
of  worship,  677. 

Jerusalem,  a  community  of  believers 
in  Jesus  established  here,  56,  57, 
481,  482,  484-502;  its  nickname, 
489;  its  communal  life  and  actions, 
490-493;  wonders  worked  by  the 
community  of  Jesus,  480-492,  494- 
499;  differing  elements,  505;  perse- 
cution of,  509,  511 ;  community  scat- 
tered into  other  lands,  509,  514,  516, 
517;  two  schools  in  the  commu- 
nity, 513,  514;  persecuted  by  Panl, 
520;  Paul's  persecution  of,  524-^26 ; 
collision  among  and  division  into  two 
parties,  544-^2 ;  account  in  Acts  of 
the  division  in  the  community,  553- 
561;  Paul's  efforts  to  collect  money 
for,  550.  601-604;  three  distinct  par 
ties  in  tne  community,  616. 

Jerusalem,  University  of,  6,  93, 140. 

Jesus  of  Nazareth,  historical  sketch  of, 
8-15;  a  division  among  his  follow- 
ers, 16,  17-22;  difference  in  the 
schools  of  his  followers  is  stamped 
on  the  old  Christian  literature,  22- 
26;  preached  at  Antioch  by  Stephen's 
party,  17 ;  little  known  of  his  child- 
hood and  youth,  27, 36,  37 ;  traditions 
of,  29-31;  descent  of,  35-42;  pedi- 
gree of,  56 ;  contradiction  in  the  text 
of  Mattliew  regarding  his  descent, 
35,  36;  his  birthplace,  37,  39;  account 
of  miraculous  birth,  40-42;  storj^  of 
his  birth.  51-54;  storv'  of  his  birth 
examined,  54-59;  difference  in  the 
accotmts  of  his  birth  given  in  Mat* 
thew  and  Luke,  55 ;  emblematic 
meaning  of  the  story  of  his  birth, 
57-59;  his  birth  foretold  to  Mary, 
51;  his  birth  at  Bethlehem,  53,  54; 
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fuurrauves  jf  his  life,  drawn  partly 
from  Old  Testament  prophecies,  37- 
40 ;  use  of  texts  in  the  Old  Testament 
by  the  commentators  to  explain  cer- 
tain accounts  in  the  Gospels,  72-74; 
use  of  nassagef  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment relative  to  lite  jf  83,  119,  120; 
passs^  cited  from  the  second  Isaiah 
descriptive  of,  196,  197;  his  tes- 
timony of  John  as  Elijah,  49,  51; 
conteu:poraries  of,  exp<^t  Elijah  to 
apnear  Wore  the  cominj;  of  the  Mes- 
siah, 50;  his  relation  to  John  the 
Baptist,  55 ;  represented  a  citizen  of 
the  world,  58;  his  first  disciples 
Jews,  58;  an  Israelite,  59,  60;  re- 
ceives his  name,  60;  frequent  use  of 
the  name,  60;  Greek  and  Hebrew 
forms  of  name,  60 ;  the  name  inter- 
changed with  that  of  Joshua,  60 ;  sig- 
nification of  name,  61;  circumds^ 
according  to  the  law,  60;  presented 
at  the  temple  according  to  Luke,  62, 
63 ;  Christmas  Day,  66-68 ;  see 
Christmas  Day;  story  of  his  youth, 
according  to  Matthew,  68-71';  the 
story  of  the  wise  men  from  the  East, 
l>8-78 ;  his  journeys  to  and  sojourn  in 
Egypt,  70,  72,  74,  75;  discrepancies 
In  the  accounts  of  Matthew  ana  Luke, 
'•'2 ;  interpretation  of  the  story  of  the 
Hagi  by  the  Church,  74-76 ;  ac- 
<ounts  in  the  Apocryphal  Gospels, 
)  6-78 ;  legend  of  a  sycamore  tree  in 
ICgypt,  78 ;  feast  in  commemoration 
(t  his  birth  and  baptii^m,  78;  but 
little  known  of  his  youth,  79;  in  the 
temple  at  the  age  of  twelve,  79-82; 
story  of,  in  the  temple,  examined 
and  considered,  82,  83 ;  accounts  of, 
in  the  Apocryphal  Gospels,  83-87; 
account  ot  his  education  m  the  Apoc- 
rypha, 85 ;  rejection  of  accounts  con- 
tradictory to  his  humanity,  87:  scenes 
and  circumstances  of  his  youth,  87- 
92;  family  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  90; 
worked  as  a  carpenter,  90 ;  his'home 
life,  90-92;  uses  the  word  Father  to 
designate  God,  82,  83,  91,  190,  196 ; 
his  thought  of  the  Father,  248,  249, 
685,  686 ;  his  early  studies  and  reli- 
gious development,  92-95;  his  influ- 
ence at  Nazareth,  112;  his  mention 
of  John,  111;  leaves  his  home.  112; 
goes  to  John  the  Baptist,  112,  113; 
meets  John,  112,  113,  673-675;  bap- 
tism of,  112,  113;  account  in  Mat- 
thew of  his  baptism,  117,  120;  ac- 
count of  his  baptism  in  the  Gospel  of 
the  Hebrews,  120,  121 ;  the  baptism 
of,  a  perplexity  to  Christian  com- 
munities, 115-117;  the  story  of  his 


baptism  critically  examined,  115 
121;  how  impressed  by  John,  113, 
114;  resolves  upon  his  work,  114, 
115;  declines  the  name  of  *^aoo(k 
Master,'*  116;  account  in  Mark  of 
his  receiving  the  Messiahship,  118, 
120;  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on, 
118, 120,  674;  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  669 
672;  tee  Holy  Spirit;  receives  the 
news  of  John's  imprisonment,  123;  re- 
turns to  Galilee,  123, 124;  begins  his 
work.  123--126 ;  dislike  of  Judsea,  124  • 
his  choice  of  a  place  to  begin  his 
work,  124,  125;  his  message  to  the 
people,  125,  12i6;  probable  date  of 
nis  beginning  to  work,  126;  i^pirit 
and  characteristics  of  his  preachmg, 
32,  33,  130,  131.  137-139,  141- 
172,  210,  220,  226,  227,  257,  258,  356, 
680-682,  685,  686 ;  central  thought  of 
his  preaching,  156,  157,  172-177 ;  his 
sa>-iiigB  and  warnings,  159,  187-190, 
19^,  226-231,  234-236,  238,  240.  241, 
244,  245,  278-281,  330,  344,  847-349, 
394,  395,  397,  402,  426,  427;  his  goi»- 
pel  of  love,  173-177,  229-231,  233, 
691,  692;  the  Golden  Rule,  220; 
preaches  repentance,  348,  349;  his 
belief  in  immortality,  380;  doubt  as 
to  his  age,  126;  meets  Simon  and 
Andrew,  127, 674;  calls  his  disciples, 
127-129,  178,  182,  183;  the  disciple 
whom  Jesus  loved,  666-693;  who  is 
the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  ? 
667,  668;  account  of  his  first  meet- 
ing Ills  loved  disciple,  673-675  ; 
identity  of  the  disciple  whom  he 
loved, '675;  purpose  of  the  disciple 
whom  Jesus  loved,  690-693;  sym- 
bolism of  his  washing  the  'feet 
of  his  disciples,  684 ;  fee  Apos- 
tles. Disciples,  and  Twelve;  account 
of  rishing  in  the  boat  with  Simon, 

128,  129;  the  wonderful  draught  of 
tishes,  123,  129;  emblematic  stories, 

129,  130;  a  Sabbath  at  Capernaum, 
130, 131,  136,  137;  heals  the  sick  and 
blind,  131,  135,  148,  202-205,  208- 
210,  216,  217,  308-311,  356,  356,  367, 
078-681;  in  the  synagogues,  131, 133, 
140,  141 ;  the  casting  out  of  devils, 
131, 192, 193, 574-576 ;  John  asks  him 
about  the  man  casting  out  devils  in 
his  name,  583,  588;  story  of  casting 
out  devils,  586,  587 ;  the  story 
considered,  587,  588;  goes  into  th'e 
desert  to  pray,  136,  138;  declares  his 
mission,  137';  his  departure  from 
Capernaum,  136,  137  ;  journeys 
through  Galilee,  187;  visits  Chora- 
zin,  137;  vi;tits  Bethsaida,  137,  209, 
282,  311,  312;  comes  to  Nazareth, 
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137;  hU  teaching  in  parables,  142; 
his  reasons  for  using  parables^  14^3, 
144 ;  the  parable  of  tue  laborer,  and 
the  treasure,  144,  145 ;  the  parable  of 
the  pearl  of  mat  price,  145;  the 
miracle  of  the  loaves  an^  f '^bes,  148, 
149;  iournevs  through  Galilee,  149; 
parable  of  t&e  householder,  150  ;  si^^ 
aificance  of  the  Kingdom  of  (tou, 
150-152,  154,  171,  351.  352;  ques- 
tioned as  to  the  time  ot  its  coming, 
288,  289;  appealed  to  re^rding  the 
members  of  the  Messianic  Kingdom, 
292-295  ;  parables,  relating  to  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  296-300,  304,  305, 
307-309 ;  questioned  concerning  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  salvation,  342- 
346;  likens  himself  to  a  husbandman, 
152;  his  parables  of  the  leaven  and 
the  mustard  seed,  152:  parable  of  the 
sower,  153  ;  likens  the  Kingdom  of 
God  to  a  net  with  fishes,  154 ;  the  par- 
able of  the  houses  built  on  sand  and 
rock,  154,  155;  the  beatitudes,  155- 
159 ;  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  156, 
168,  164,  168-172,  224,  231,  339;  the 
parable  of  the  debtor,  161,  162;  the 
parable  of  the  talents,  165, 166;  story 
of  the  last  judgment  probably  not 
due  to  him,  166,  167;  path  marked 
out  for  his  followers,  168-172;  influ- 
ence of  his  principles  upon  his  con- 
duct, 172;  journeys  through  Galilee, 
177,  178;  number  of  his  hearers,  178; 
the  disciples,  178;  his  relations  with 
his  disciples,  178-180;  his  friends, 
178-196 ;  taught  his  disciples  no  doc- 
trine. 179  ;  possible  stress  on  the 
number  twelve,  180;  names  of  liis 
lisciples,  160, 181;  the  three  disciples 
•nost  intimate  with  him,  18  L;  his  di- 
rections to  his  disciples,  182  ;  his 
Messiahship  at  first  unknown  to  his 
disciples,  182  ;  sends  his  disciples 
forth  to  work,  182-184;  origin  of  the 
prohibition  of  the  preaching  the  gos- 
pel to  none  except  the  Jews,  183, 184; 
nis  immediate  followers  not  confined 
to  the  chosen  Twelve,  184,  185 ;  jour- 
neys in  Galilee,  185 ;  the  Jewish 
women  deeplv  impressed  by  his 
preaching,  185 ;  accompanied  by 
women  on  his  last  journey  from 
Galilee  to  Jerusalem,  lb5 ;  the  women 
friends  of,  185-187;  his  stav  with 
Martha  and  Mary,  186, 187, 67^ :  nar- 
ratives showing  what  he  expected  of 
his  followers,  187-190;  use  of  the 
word  "Cross,'*  and  its  symbolism, 
189 ;  his  hopes  with  regard  to  hi«i  dis- 
ciples and  their  realization,  190-196 ; 
bift  mental  and  spiritiml    isolation, 


195,  196;  his  influence  over  Binners, 
196-200 ;  his  greatness,  196 ;  regards  it 
as  bis  speciaimission  to  save  the  sin- 
ners, 199;  his  relations  with  sinners, 
245,  246,  275;  his  treatment, of  sin- 
ners offensive  to  the  Pharisees,  245, 
246;  his  association  with  the  publi- 
cans and  sinners,  200-210;  his  tavor- 
ite  walk  at  Capernaum,  200;  his 
metaphor  of  the  physician  and  his 
patients,  202;  his  metaphor  of  the 
phvsician,  208-210 ;  the  story  of  the 
healing  of  the  leper,  202,  203;  the 
story  of  the  paralytic,  203,  204  ; 
emblematic  meaning  of  the  story, 
204,  205;  the  story  of  Mary  of 
Magdala,  205-208 :  at  the  house  of  Si  - 
mou  the  Pharisee,  205-208;  a  parable 
of  the  debtor  given  to  Simon  the  Phar- 
isee, 206;  called  Son  of  David,  35, 
45,  208,  518;  his  reference  to  the  say- 
ing'* Messiah  is  David's  son,"  383; 
the  title  of  the  Son  of  God,  670,  671; 
declares  hhnself  the  **  Son  of  Man," 
199,  2L4,  252,  314,  315,325,  330,  331, 
350,  352,  354,  414, 426.  432;  the  pant' 
ble  of  the  woman  and  the  lost  coin, 
210  ;  three  apparent  contradictions  io 
the  narratives  of  his  life,  '21 1 ;  bis  atti> 
tude  toward  the  religion  of  Israel,  211« 
233 ;  his  observance  of  the  Sabbath, 
212,  214-219,  251,  275.  679,  681;  hia 
demand  that  form  and  spirit  shall 
harmonize,  213,  214 ;  the  parables  of 
the  mended  garment  and  the  new  and 
old  wine,  213,  214;  his  rebuke  to  the 
Pharisees  for  his  action  on  the  Sab- 
bath day,  214;  his  position  regarding 
sacrifice,  218,  219;  parables  of  the 
sheep  and  of  the  ox,  216,  217;  mean- 
ing of  the  expression,  **  the  Law  and 
the  Prophets,^'  220,  221:  his  attitude 
towards  the  Law,  220-232;  places 
humanity  above  the  precepts  of  the 
Law,  276;  his  exhortations  concern- 
ing prayer,  almsgiving,  and  fasts, 
222-223;  his  prayer,  261,  262;  his 
thought  about  prayer,  261,  26  i,  263- 
267;  the  "Lord's  Prayer,"  202-266; 
mentions  the  Scribes  "and  Pharisees 
with  respect,  224 :  his  relations  with 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  241-252, 
276-281;  his  God  not  the  God  of 
the  Old  TesUment,  230;  parable  of 
the  Good  Samaritan,  230,  298-300; 
the  GtK>d  Smaritan,  SK.^neof,  357;  the 
miracle  of  water  tumeii  to  wine,  232, 

233,  676;  his  reception  at  Nazareth, 

234,  235,  237-239,  240;  his  preaching 
at  Nazareth,  234-236,  238;  cites  the 
times  of  Elisha  and  Elijah,  235,  2.(6  * 
his  visit  to  his  mother's  house,  SI37, 
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338 :  sought  by  his  family  at  Caper- 
naunif  239,  240;  his  spiritual  isola- 
tion. 240,  241,  291,  292;  the  parable 
01  ine  prodigal  son,  24^249  ;  his 
conception  of  boa'6  love  to  his  chil- 
dren, 248,  249;  parable  of  the  Publi- 
can and  Pharisee,  249-251 ;  his  simile 
regarding  the  Pharisees,  252;  close 
connection  with  John,  258;  inter- 
rogated bv  the  disciples  of  John  to 
know  of  "his  identity,  258-255;  re- 
ception of  his  preaching  by  the 
masses,  253-259  ;  the  expression 
'*he  that  was  to  come '*  considered, 
254,  255;  his  message  to  John,  254, 
255;  his  sayings  about  John  the  Bap- 
tist, 256 ;  his  great  popularity,  256- 
258;  his  dii<appointment  at  the  su- 
perficial effect  of  his  work.  258,  259; 
the  ima;,^e  of  the  fig-tree,  259;  the 
source  of  his  strengtn,  259-270;  his 
warning  to  Chorazin,  Bethsaida, 
and  Capernaum,  259,  803,  543;  the 
story  of  the  storm  on  the  Lake  and 
its  teaching,  260,  261;  his  walking 
on  the  water,  268,  269 ;  scene  expla- 
natory of  this,  437;  his  enemies 
formplot8  a^inst  him,  270;  death 
of  John  the  Baptist,  270-273;  hears 
of  Johu's  death,  272 ;  bis  ac- 
tion on  hearing  of  John  the  Bap- 
tist's death,  273,  274;  determines  to 
S>  to  Jerusalem,  275;  hears  that 
erod  means  to  kill  him,  275;  inter- 
rogated by  the  Pharisees  concerning 
his  neglect  of  "oral  law,"  276-281; 
cites  a  saying  of  Isaiah  to  the 
Pharisees,  278  ;  cites  the  Fifth 
Commandment  as  the  word  of  God, 
278,  280;  goes  to  Tj're,  281;  goes 
to  Sidon,  282  ;  at  Daknanutha, 
282  ;  goes  to  Magdala,  282;  goes 
to  Ctesarea-Philippi,  282,  283;  doubt 
as  to  his  real  wanderings,  282,  283 ; 
not  a  fanatic,  283;  the  denuind  for 
miracles,  284;  one  of  the  causes  of 
bis  rejection  by  his  people,  284,  285, 
287-292;  his  work  assumes  a  new 
aspect,  284;  required  to  show  a 
**8ign,"  285,  288-292,  302,  303;  the 
miracle  of  raising  the  dead,  286,  287, 
682,  683;  restores  the  spiritually 
dead  to  life,  286;  tia  relations  with 
the  heathen,  293-311 ;  parable  of  the 
vineyard  and  the  laborers,  296-298 ; 
his  threats  to  the  Israelites.  301-303, 
805-307 ;  takes  ship  at  Dalmanutha, 
811;  the  Messiah,  311-324,671;  the 
interpretation  of  the  Messiabship,  315- 
820  ;  his  journey  to  the  north  of 
Palestine,  312;  his  questioning  the  I 
disciples  as  to  whom  they  thought  I 


him,  812-314;  the  opinioiiB  ot 
people  as  to  his  identity,  313  ,  tbe 
opinions  of  his  disciples,  313,  £14; 
the  story  of  Simon  receiving;  tli0 
keys  of  heaven  not  genuine,  319; 
at  Capernaum,  320;  stoiy  of  the  tax 
in  support  of  the  Temple,  390 ;  in  th« 
wilderness,  321 ;  the  story  of  his  temp- 
tations, 321-324;  the  place  of  the  con- 
flict called  ^^Quarantaaia,"  322;  con- 
versations with  his  disciples  connected 
with  the  Messiah,  325-331 ;  foreshad- 
ows his  fate,  325,  327-335,  347,  349, 
405-407,  413,  414,  415,  416 ;  decides 
to  go  to  Jerusalem,  326-329,  334,  335 ; 
his  sense  of  duty  for  extended  preach- 
ing, 326-329 ;  predicts  a  resurrection, 
328,  332-334,  350;  his  utterances  on 
the  resurrection,  379,  380;  stru^e 
with  desire  for  self-preservation,  sSH- 
331,  334,  335,  347,  349,  422-425;  i«- 
tnm  of  Jesus,  the  central  thought  of 
the  apostolic  age,  333.  334;  chan^  in 
his  preaching,  334,  335 ;  his  ministzy 
at  Galilee  ended,  335 ;  return  to  Caper- 
naum, 335;  on  the  way  to  Jerusalem, 
335-356;  leaves  Capernaum,  337;  his 
route  to  Jerusalem,  337, 338,  352, 357, 
359,  360;  encounter  with  Phariseei 
concerning  marriage  and  divorce,  338- 
341 ;  his  views  of  marriage,  341,  342; 
his  blessing  little  children,  341,  842; 
his  \iew  of  women.  341 ;  account  of  the 
young  man  who  aesired  eternal  life, 
343,  344 ;  his  depression,  347 ;  repudi- 
ates the  Jewish  idea  of  divine  **  judg- 
ments,"  348;  parable  of  the  fig-tree, 
349;  predicts  a  resurrection,  350;  his 
disciples  do  not  understand  him,  351; 
greets  Zacclueus,  353,  354;  his  recep- 
tion at  Jericho,  353 ;  at  Jericho,  353, 
354;  story  of  Bartinueus,  354-356; 
restores  sight,  355,  356;  approach  ta 
Jerusalem,  357;  the  parable  of  the 
minie  or  pounds,  358,  359 ;  sends  for 
an  ass,  359-362 ;  rides  into  Jerusalem 
on  an  ass,  359,  360,  683;  remarks 
upon  the  account  of  the  entry  into 
Jerusalem,  360-363,  369;  his  recei>- 
tion  at  Jerusalem,  363;  at  the  temple, 
364-368;  the  selling  in  the  temple, 
365-366;  turns  out  the  traders  from 
the  temple,  365-^7;  his  hope  to 
convert  foreign  Jews,  368;  his  ex- 
tended preaching,  368;  the  project 
with  which  he  entered  Jerusalem,  388, 
369;  his  contemplated  work  at  Jeru- 
salem, 369;  goes  every  night  to  Beth- 
any, 370, 419 ;  preaches  in  the  temple 
court  371;  parable  spoken  to  tho 
members  of  the  Sanhedrim,  373 ;  his 
conversation  with  the  memben  of  tht 
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flAnhedrim  in  the  temple^  371-373; 
his  preaching  at  Jerusalem,  373,  374 ; 
his  reception  at  Jerusalem,  374:  his 
enemies,  375;  questioned  as  to  law- 
fulnera  of  tribute  to  the  Emperor, 
375,  376;  encounters  with  his  oppo- 
nents in  Jerusalem,  875-382;  the 
Scribes  bring  the  adulteress  to  him  for 
judgment,  376-378;  c^uestiuned  con- 
cerning the  resurrection,  379,  380; 
questioned  regarding:  the  command- 
ments, 381,  382;  his  controversial 
triumph,  382;  his  attacks  upon  the 
Scribes,  38^3-386;  his  remarks  on 
swearing  and  on  tithe-paving,  384, 
385;  the  parable  of  Lazarus.  387-389; 
the  parable  of  the  vineyard  and  the 
husbandmen,  389-391:  declares  his 
high  office  to  his  enemies,  391 ;  his 
life  in  danger,  392 ;  among  his  friends, 
393-407;  at  Bethany  with  friends, 
393,  398,  682,  683;  the  hostile  feeling 
townrds  him,  392 ;  cares  for  the  moral 
education  of  his  disciples,  393-395, 
397,  398;  the  widow's  mite,  394;  the 
parable  of  the  rich  man  and  his 
steward,  396,  397;  his  supposed  fare- 
well to  Jerusalem,  398,  399,  401 ;  the 
value  set  on  small  things,  394;  his 
efforts  fail  at  Jerusalem,  400;  story 
of  the  withering  of  the  fig-tree,  400; 
said  to  have  piidicted  the  sufFerinp 
of  Israel,  401,  402;  warnings  of  the 
coming  crisis,  402,  403;  parable  of 
the  foolish  virgins,  403,  405 ;  anointed 
by  the  woman  with  the  alabaster 
vase  at  the  house  of  Simon,  405-407 ; 
his  plan  for  the  celebration  of  the  Pass- 
over, 407,  408,  412;  the  last  evening, 
407-418;  obser%'es  a  change  in  the 
bearing  of  Judas  of  Karioth,  409 ;  rec- 
ognizes his  betraver,  680;  the  treach- 
ery of  Judas,  409-412 ;  comes  to  the 
supper  with  his  disciples,  412;  scene  of 
the  last  supper,  413-416 ;  the  ''  Lord's 
Supper,"  415-418,  684,  685;  ^ives 
the  bread  and  wine  to  his  disciples, 
415,  416 ;  symbolism  of  the  act,  415- 
418;  his  reference  to  Moses  concern- 
ing **the  blood  of  the  covenant," 
416 ;  bis  conversation  with  the  Twelve 
after  the  feast,  419,  420:  farewell 
and  prayer  for  his  disciples,  685; 
misses  Judas  from  the  Twelve,  419 ; 
his  prodiction  to  Simon  Peter,  420; 
goes  into  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane, 
421;  his  suffering  in  the  garden,  421- 
425;  his  prayer  in  the  garden,  422. 
423;  his  loneliness,  423;  the  kiss  of 
betrayal  ffiven  by  Judas,  425,  426; 
betrayed  by  Judas,  684.  685;  his  life 
in  danger,  683 ;  seized  by  the  guard, 

81* 


425,  686;  arouses  his  disciples,  435 
the  man  who  followed  him  with  a 
linen  cloth  thrown  round  him,  427 ; 
taken  before  the  Sanhedrim,  428;  his 
trial,  42a-435,  686;  his  trial  consid- 
ered, 433-435;  accusations  brought 
against  him,  430-433;  attempt  to 
make  him  declare  his  Messianic  dig- 
nity, 432;  his  answer  to  Caiaphas, 
432;  his  conduct,  433;  his  sentence, 
433,  438;  denied  by  Peter,  436,  437; 
taken  before  Pilate,  439 ;  his  trial  be 
fore  Pilate,  439^143,  687,  688;  the 
accusations  brought  against  him,  440, 
441;  the  "King  of  the  Jews,"  440, 
442,  443,  447,  459;  Jesus  Barabbus 
suggested  by  the  Sanhedrim  to  be 
liberated.  442;  various  accounts  of 
his  trial  before  Pilate,  44^)-445;  sen- 
tenced to  the  cross,  443,  688;  time  of 
the  crucifixion,  447;  account  of  his 
going  before  Herod  given  by  Lake, 
444,  445;  treatment  received  by  him 
after  his  sentence,  445,  446;  led  to 
Golgotha,  688;  his  offence  recorded 
on  a  board  in  Latin,  Greek,  and 
Hebrew,  447, 451 ;  inscription  over  his 
cross,  688 ;  the  inscription  written  in 
three  languages,  688;  the  meaning  of 
the  letters  I.  N.  R.  I.,  688;  his  cross 
given  to  Simon  of  Gyrene  to  carry, 

447,  448 ;  the  Via  Dohrosa  and  the 
torture  of  Jesus,  447-449  ;  the  weep- 
ing of  the  women,  448;  legend  of 
Veronica,  448;  story  of  Ahasuerus, 

448,  449;  the  faithful  women  at  the 
crucifixion,  451,  688;  his  farewell  to 
his  mother,  688;  the  crucifixion,  447- 
461 ;  forms  of  the  cross,  449,  460 ;  the 
horrors  of  a  crucifixion,  449,  450  ;  the 
robbers  crucified  with  him,  447,  451, 
453,  459,  688 ;  the  scene  of  execution, 
450,  451 ;  refuses  the  cup  of  numbing 
drink,  450,  451;  his  torture  on  the 
cross,  451-455;  his  strength  and  pa- 
tience on  the  crosa,  452-455;  prayer 
said  to  have  been  uttered  by  him  on 
the  cross,  453 ;  utterances  on'the  cross 
recorded  by  the  Evangelists,  453-455; 
the  taunts  of  his  Messiahship,  452, 
453;  the  people  taunt  him  about 
Elijah,  454:  offered  the  vinegar,  454, 
688;  his  death,  688;  stories  of  won- 
ders at  the  time  of  his  death,  455-457 ; 
honors  paid  to  his  remains,  458;  cut 
down  from  the  cross,  459 ;  the  symbol 
of  atonement  and  purification  in  the 
blood  and  water  flowing  from  his 
side,  689 ;  his  body  given  to  Joseph 
of  Arimathea,  459 ;  buried  by  Joseph 
of  Arimathea,  459,  460,  689 ;  his  tri- 
umph secure,  460,  461;  the  women 
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at  his  sepulchre,  460;  the  resurrec- 
tion, 46d-467;  different  accounts  of 
the  resurrection,  464r480;  passage 
from  an  epistle  of  Paul  relating 
to  the  resurrection,  467,  468,  4(ii); 
passage  from  Hebrevrs  referring  to 
the  resurrection,  468;  another  story  of 
the  resurrectioUf  473 ;  story  of  the 
resurrection  examined  and  considered, 
467-477;  arises  from  the  dead,  689; 
stories  of  his  appearing  to  his  dis- 
ciples, 464-477 ;  story  of  his  appear- 
ing to  Mary  and  Mary  Magdalene, 
469,  470;  story  of  his 'appearing  to 
the  women,  46^,  473-476';  account  in 
John  of  his  appearance  to  the  dis- 
ciples and  his  word  to  Peter,  666,  667; 
appears  to  Mary  and  the  Twelye,690; 
his  reported  instructions  to  the  dis- 
eiples,  471,  472;  liis  last  words  to  his 
disciples,  690;  command  about  bap- 
tism, 472,  473;  time  which  he  was 
said  to  liaye  remained  on  earth,  476; 
story  of  the  seal  and  its  removal 
from  his  tomb,  478,  479;  the  ascen- 
sion, 476,  477 ;  community  of  beliey- 
ers  formed  at  Jerusalem',  481,  482, 
484-502;  probable  conversion  of  his 
family,  482 ;  origin  of  baptism,  488; 
nickname  of  the  communit^*^  at  Jeru- 
salem, 489 ;  life  and  practices  of  the 
community  at  Jerusalem,  490-493; 
his  Messiahship  as  realized  by  his 
disciples,  493;  legend  of  his  trans- 
figuration, 502,  50^;  his  cause  shaken 
free  from  Mosaic  law.  502 :  preached 
as  the  Messiah  to  tne  Samaritans, 
514;  story  of  the  heathen  woman  im- 
ploring lielp  for  her  daughter,  518; 
nis  gospel  preached  throughout  the 
ancient  world,  519 ;  Paul  not  in  any 
way  concerned  in  his  death,  520,  521 ; 
story  of  Paul's  conversion,  522^524; 
Paul's  conversion,  accounts  taken 
from  his  own  letters,  524-528;  signifi- 
cation of  the  name  Clirist,  536;  story 
of  the  appointment  of  the  Seventy, 
542;  sayings  imputed  to  him  by  the 
Jewish-Christians,  584,  585  ;  sayings 
imputed  to  him  by  the  Pauline- 
Christians,  586 ;  compared  with 
Paul,  642,  643;  how  represented  in 
Revelation,  646;  story  oi  the  widow 
and  the  jud^,  656 ;  how  understood 
by  the  fibionites,  657 ;  did  not  intend 
to  found  a  new  religion,  650;  a  sect 
drawing  a  distinction  between  Jesus 
and  Christ,  664:  peculiarity  of  the 
distinction,  664;  growth  of  bis  work, 
670;  speculations  applied  to,  in  the 
Fourth  Gospel,  670;  regarded  as  the 
Deit^',  670, 671 ;  development  of  con- 


ceptions of  Christianity,  671 ;  rise  oi 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinitv,  671,- 
finds  Philip.  674;  the  lamb,  674; 
the  Pascluil  lainb,  684,  689;  the 
water  turned  to  wine,  676;  mis- 
understood in  the  Fourth  Gospel, 
676 ;  interview  with  Nicodemus,  676, 
677;  the  interview  with  the  Samar« 
itan  woman,  677;  how  received  in 
Samaria  and  Galilee,  678;  at  Beth- 
esda,  678,  679;  feeds  the  multitude  at 
Galilee,  679:  th«>s»e  acknowledging 
him  as  the  Christ  to  be  laid  under  a 
ban,  681;  at  Bethany,  682,  683;  re- 
treats to  Ephraim,  6^3;  retreats  into 
the  transjordanic  regions,  682;  ac- 
count of  raising  Lazarus  from  the 
dead.  682,  683;  a  foreshadowing  of 
the  glory  to  come  from  the  faith  of 
the  neatben,  683 ;  story  of  Lazams, 
its  symbolism,  683.  See  Clirist. 
Jesus  'Barabbas,  60 ;    a  prisoner  soi^- 

gested  for  liberation  by  the  Sanhe- 
rim,  442,  687. 

Jesus,  son  of  Sirach,  60;  wisdom  of, 
enters  into  Alexandrian  philosophy, 
669,  670. 

Jew,  the  wandering,  448.  449. 

*^  Jewish  Antiquities,"  the,  27,  106,  fl». 

Jewish-Christian  school,  the,  18. 

Jewish-Christians  preach  the  Law  at 
Antioch,  18;  oppose  Paul,  19,  579, 
580,  582-588,  592,  603,  610,  640,  644- 
650;  gain  accessions  from  Paul's  par- 
ty, 21 ;  change  their  attitude  toward 
the  Heathen-Christians,  21,  22;  their 
position  as  stated  in  the  lx>ok  of  Rev- 
elation, 22;  those  called  Ebionites, 
22,  158;  their  writings  in  the  New 
Testament,  22-24;  their  writings,  47, 
49,  50,  55.  117,  181,  183,  398,  618. 
646-649;  tne  later  communities  ddl 
Jesus  the  son  of  Joseph^  57;  their 
views  regarding  the  heathen,  29-^ 
295,  807;  prohibitions  concerning 
food,  556;  at  Corinth,  597;  popula- 
tion at  Rome,  635;  a  parable  in  their 
writings  showing  their  dislike  to  gen- 
tile modes  of  life,  643,  644;  Paul 
designated  as  "a  hostile  man,'*  644; 
epistles  addressed  to,  in  support  of 
Paulinii^m,  649,  650;  sink  into  minor- 
ity, 658 ;  ideas  reconciled  ^ith  those 
of  Paul,  658-661.    See  Ebionitea. 

Jewish  House,  arrangement  of  a,  164. 

Jews,  date  of  their  throne  being  secured 
by  the  Idumfean  Herod.  3;  thcjr 
hatred  of  Herod,  3 ;  their  land  divid- 
ed, but  again  united  under  Herod 
Agrippa  r,  date  of,  4;  the  tumulta 
and  dissatisfaction  am<  ng  them.  4, 
5;  the  *' Zealots,"  4,  5,  6,  181,  378, 
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thflir  tapreme  authoribr  in  civil  and 
eocleniMtical  afbin,  5;  the  Saiih»- 
drinij  5;  retain  their  national  and 
religious  allegiance,  7;  their  nation 
largely  scattered  over  the  ancient 
world,  7;  their  hidges,  5;  the  Jew- 
ish monks,  6;  their  converts  called 
"Proselytes,"  7;  a  school  of  Jewish 
philosopny,  7 ;  growth  of  a  new  Jew- 
ish literature,  7 ;  the  outcasts  befriend- 
ed by  Jesus,  9;  attend  the  Passover 
in  large  numbers,  14;  differences  in 
their  prejudices,  16;  persecute  Paul, 
19;  their  fanaticism  opposed  by  Paul, 
19,  20;  oppose  Paul,  20;  connection 
of  the  Heathen-Christian  religion 
with  their  own,  21;  take  a  higher 
stand  than  the  Proselytes,  23 ;  their 
passion  for  preserving  pedigrees, 
35;  their  superstition,  46,  133,  134; 
their  conception  of  God  and  heaven, 
46;  obtain  their  angelology  from  the 
Persians,  46;  expect  the  return  of 
Elijah  in  person,  49,  50 ;  their  belief 
concerning  the  Christ,  58;  the  first  dis- 
ciples of  «iesus.  58;  the  Magi  hear  that 
their  king  is  Dom,  68,  69;  high  esti- 
mate of  the  father*8  authority,  83; 
the  Synagogue,  98;  special  attention 
paid  to  the  education  of  children,  93 ; 
exasperated  by  Pilate,  96, 97;  dislike 
to  use  the  word  God,  103 ;  their  idea 
of  the  Messianic  age,  109 ;  many  did 
not  expect  a  human  king  in  the 
Messiah,  109;  their  thou^t  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  118;  their  belief  r^rd- 
'ng  epilepsy,  132,  133 ;  possession  of 
)y  evil  spirits,  132,  133;  the  prophet- 
i:  rolls,  140;  the  Jewish  ban,  157; 
arrangements  of  a  Jewish  house,  164; 
society  outside  the  circle  of  the  dev- 
otees, 171;  the  gospel  to  be  preached 
only  to  them,  183,  184;  the  women 
deeplyimpressed  by  Jesus's  preaching, 
185 ;  their  hatred  of  publican.H,  198 ;  the 
outcasts  of  from  their  society,  199 ;  im- 
portance of  fasts.  212 ;  regulations  of 
their  religion,  212;  their  observance 
of  the  Sabbath,  214-219;  importance 
of  sacritices,  219:  the  Law  and  the 
Prophets,  220,  221 :  three  schools  of 
religion,  242 ;  custom  of  kneeling  in 

Srayer  unknown  to  the  .lews,  250; 
ewish  pravers,  263,  264;  "oral 
law,"  276,  ^7;  customs  rmrding 
eating  and  bathing,  276-378;  their 
feeling  r^rding  the  details  of 
the  Law,  280;  their  thirst  for  the 
marvellous,  284-292;  customs  of 
mourning,  286;  controversy  concern- 
ing admission  to  the  Messianic  king- 
iom,  292-^tU;  endeavor  to  perplex 


Jeans,  298;  the  threats  of  Jesus,  801 
808,  305-307;   customs    relating   to 
feasts,    304,  305,  308;    the    "high 

Sriests,"  371 ;  Jesus  comes  into  con- 
ict  with  their  religion,  435,  438;  the 
"  King  of  the  Jews,"  440,  442,  443, 
447,  wi;  customs  of  carrying  out 
an  execution,  447,  448;  crucihxion 
foreign  to  their  penal  code,  449 ;  the 
custom  of  giving  a  prisoner  for  the 
cross  a  numbing  potion,  450;  did  not 
permit  any  one  to  go  unburied,  458; 
their  view' of  death,  463;  their  views 
of  heaven,  463;  the  community  at 
Jerusalem  observed  the  Jewish  ordi- 
nances, 493 ;  diversity  of  feeling  with 
foreign  Jews,   505;    Grecian    Jews, 

505,  506,  511,  517,  521;  the  Libertini, 

506,  607;  foreign  synagogues,  506, 
507;  their  opinion  of  the  Samaritans, 
515;  Paul  a  Jew  by  descent,  520; 
their  dietary  laws,  '551,  554;  their 
ideas  of  tombs  and  of  swine,  575; 
their  oath  to  slay  Paul,  623;  their 
charges  against  Paul,  619-622,  625- 
629;  laws  of  marriage  and  divorce, 
647 ;  account  in  John  of  their  recep- 
tion of  John  the  Baptist,  678-675; 
Jerusalem  their  chief  place  of  wor- 
ship, 677;  believed  Jesus  to  be  the 
son  of  flosepb,  679;  their  reverence 
for  the  Scriptures,  679 ;  their  nnbeliel 
in  Jesus,  684;  their  custom  of  releas- 
ing a  prisoner  at  the  Passover,  687, 
688 ;  wish  the  cruciiied  bodies  to  be 
taken  down  before  the  Passover,  688; 
their  custom  of  burial,  689.  See 
Israel  and  Israelites. 

Jews,  Feast  of  the,  672. 

Jews,  Law  of  the,  how  regarded  in  the 
Fourth  Gospel,  672.    <8ea  Law. 

Jezebel,  647. 

Jezreel,  plain  of,  90. 

Joachim,  father  of  Mary,  account  of,  47. 

Joanna,  a  follower  of  Jesus,  186. 

Job,  philosophy  of,  enters  into  Alexan- 
drian philosophv,  669,  670. 

Joel,  fultilment  of  his  prophecy,  486. 

Johanan,  signification  of  name,  44. 

Johanna,  473. 

John,  the  Apostle,  17;  a  prominent 
member  in  the  community  at  Jerusa- 
len,  17,  18.  19,  548;  son  of  Zebedee, 
127;  called  by  Jesus  to  follow  him, 
127-129,  180,  402,  408;  tradition 
of  an  additional  name  given  by 
Jesus,  181;  his  emblematic  descrip- 
tion of  Jesus's  work,  232,  233 ;  goes 
into  the  house  of  Jair,  286 ;  his  mother 
asks  for  Iiiin  a  high  place  in  the  king- 
dom to  come,  351, 352 ;  commissioned 
1     by  Jesus  to  prepare  the  Last  Supper 
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408,  409;  the  Last  Supper,  412-418; 
taken  by  Jesus  into  the  sarden  of 
Getbsemane,  421-423;  waxened  by 
Jesus.  425;  at  the  Beautiful  Gate, 
494 ;  Drought  before  the  Sanhedrim, 
495;  legend  of  the  transfiguration, 
502-604;  one  of  the  ''pillars,"  503, 
545, 582,  583, 668 ;  recognizes  fellow- 
ship with  Paul  and  Barnabas,  549 ; 
his  appeal  to  Jesus  concerning  the  man 
casting  out  devils  in  his  name,  583, 
588;  story  showing  PauPs  equality 
with  him,  589:  story  of  Simon  the 
magician,  617,  618;  date  of  his  death, 
645;  tradition  of  his  death,  645; 
writings  ascribed  to  him,  645 ;  prob- 
ably not  the  author  of  Revelation, 
652,  653;  the  belief  that  he  would 
never  die,  667,  668;  date  of  his  be- 
ing supposed  to  be  the  disciple  whom 
Jesus  loved,  668 ;  the  historical  John 
not  to  be  recognized  in  the  author  of 
the  Fourth  Gospel,  668,  669. 

John,  the  Apostle,  writings  ascribed  to 
him,  645 ;  the  Apocalypse,  or  Revela- 
tion, 22. 24,  398, 399,  ^1. 645 ;  its  con- 
tents, 646,  647,  652-655;  rejected  by 
some  from  the  sacred  canon,  665*; 
the  three  Epistles  of,  664;  extracts 
from,  693;  the  Antichrist  in  the 
Epistles,  664. 

John,  First  Epistle  of,  its  authorship, 
24,  692,  693. 

John,  Second  Epistle  of,  its  authorship, 
24;  rejected  by  some  from  the  sacred 
canon.  665. 

John,  Tnird  Epistle  of,  its  authorship. 
24;  rejected  oy  some  from  the  sacred 
canon,  665. 

John,  Gospel  of,  its  contents  and  author- 
ship, 24. 25, 27^3, 645;  does  not  speak 
of  Bethlehem  or  the  miraculous  burtb, 
56 ;  reference  to  Jesus* s  age,  126 ;  last 
chapter  of  the  Gospel  or,  666;  last 
chapter,  meaning  of,  667-669;  the 
Gospel  according  to,  666-693. 

John  the  Baptist,  8;  his  work  unlike 
that  of  Jesus,  9,  12;  his  birth  and 
3'outh,  42-51;  story  of  his  birth,  43- 
46;  story  of  his  birth  considered,  46- 
51;  signification  of  name,  44;  proph- 
ecies concerning  him,  44,  45.  49,  51; 
the  &te  of,  indicated  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, 47,  48;  assumes  the  work 
and  place  of  the  Elijah,  51;  his  rela- 
tion to  Jesus,  55 ;  the  teacher  of  Je- 
sus, 95 ;  time  at  which  he  began  his 
public  life,  96 ;  comes  forward  to  help 
Israel,  98;  his  father's  name  un- 
knowii,  99;  his  manner  of  life,  99, 
100;  his  personal  appearance,  101; 
hlw  spirit  of  his  preaching,  101-108; 


his  conception  of  God,  103|  108;  be- 
comes a  prophet,  103,  104;  peifonni 
the  ceremony  of  baptism.  104,  105, 
107,  108;  baptism  symbolic,  105;  hi* 
idea  of  baptism,  1(J4,  105;  origin  ol 
baptism^  488;  his  hearers,  105-106; 
his  disciples,  108,  178;  hia  expres- 
sion "Tribe  of  Vipers,"  105,  110;  a 
historical  character,  108;  dependent 
on  Malachi  for  conceptions  of  the  fu- 
ture, 109 ;  representee  as  proclaiming 
himself  the  precursor  of  tne  Messiah, 
109,  110;  tne  precursor  of  Chrisst, 
109,  110;  a  representative  of  the 
LaWj  111;  tradition  does  not  ascribe 
to  him  miracles.  111;  how  regarded 
by  Jesus,  111;  meets  Jesus,  113;  his 
ctiaracter.  113;  his  influence  upon 
Jesus,  113, 114;  accounts  of  his  bap- 
tizing Jesus,  113,  114, 116-121 ;  his 
work  at  Peraea,  122;  thrown  into 
prison,  122;  his  conception  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  different  from  tliat 
of  Jesus,  150,  151;  his  stress  on  the 
last  judgment,  151;  particular  about 
fasts,  212;  his  intimate  connection 
with  Jesus,  253 ;  sends  to  Jesus,  from 
his  prison,  to  know  of  his  identity, 
253-255;  the  answer  from  Jesus, 
254-255;  savings  of  Jesus  concern- 
ing him,  25^;  account  of  his  death, 
270-273;  his  body  buried  by  lus  dis- 
ciples, 272,  273 ;  mentioned'by  Jesus 
in  the  temple,  372;  how  represented 
in  the  Fourth  Gospel,  673;  account 
in  John  of  his  coining,  673-675. 

John  Mark,  535,  537,  555.    Bee  Mark. 

Joiners,  the  business  of  some  of  the 
Rabbis,  90. 

Jona,  father  of  Simon  and  Andrew, 
127, 128,  180,  319,  674. 

Jona,  the  prophet,  291;  "the  sign  of 
Jona,"  291.  302,  303. 

Joppa,  557,  558,  560. 

Jordan,  the,  4,  8,  14,  99,  124,  311,  312. 
baptism  in,  104,  105;  Jesus  goes  to 
the  Jordan  to  see  John  the  Baptist, 
112-114;  Jesus  baptized  in,  113. 

Jordan  Valley,  breadth  of,  the,  337; 
heat  in  summer,  337. 

Joseph,  8,  35;  pedigree  of,  89;  takee 
Mary  as  his  wife,  42;  obliged  to  go 
to  Bethlehem,  52,  53;  birth  of  Jesus, 
53;  goes  with  Jesus  to  the  temple, 
62,  63;  the  visit  of  the  Magi,  69; 
hastens  to  Nazareth,  70;  his  visions, 
70,  71;  settles  in  Nazareth,  71 ;  dav 
of  his  death,  71 ;  "  History  of  Josepli 
the  Carpenter,"  71,  72;  sainted  ov 
the  Catholic  Church.  72;  his  titfe 
in  the  Catholic  Church,  72;  accounta 
in  the  Apocryplial  Gospels,  71, 72, 77, 
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ft);  ilia  famfly,  00;  a  good  parent, 
01. 

JoMph,  a  brother  of  Jesas,  238. 

Joseph,  8oa  of  Sabbas,  484. 

Joseph,  the  Levite,  490;  receives  the 
name  of  Barnabas,  400.  See  Barna- 
bas. 

Joseph  Caiaphas.    See  Caiaphas. 

Joseph  of  Ariuiathea,  185;  asks  for  the 
body  of  Jesus,  458,  459 ;  takes  Jesus 
from  the  cross  and  buries  him,  459, 
460.  680. 

Josephus,  Flavius,  27,  73, 74,  00,  108  n, 
399;  his  mention  of  persons  named 
Jesus,  60;  his  mention  of  his  own 
boyhood,  82 ;  account  of  Samuel,  S3 ; 
mention  of  Galilee  and  its  population, 
88 ;  does  not  mention  Nazareth,  89 ; 
speaks  of  education,  03 ;  his  mention 
of  Banus,  100;  his  mention  of  bap- 
tism, 104 :  his  mention  of  John  the 
Baptist,  108,  109;  mention  of  John 
the  Baptist's  imprisonment,  122 ;  his 
mention  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  125; 
mentions  ** possession**  by  devils, 
132;  his  mention  of  exorcism,  133; 
his  mention  of  Annas,  389 ;  mention 
of  the  number  of  lambs  slaughtered 
for  the  Passover  Feast,  412;  his 
mention  of  Herod's  palace,  439. 

Juses,  186. 

Joshua,  the  name  interchanged  with 
Jesus,  60;  called  Jesus  in  the  New 
Testament,  60;  his  writings,  a  pro- 

ghetic  roll,  140;  tradition  of  the  law 
anded  down  bv  him,  276. 

Jiid«a,  3,  18,  39,  *56,  99,  180,  600,  616, 
680,  682;  date  of  establishment  of 
Roman  rule,  3;  divided  among  the 
sons  of  Herod,  3;  given  to  Archelaus, 
3 ;  reunited  with  the  Jewish  kingdom, 
4;  the  seat  of  Jewish  orthodoxy,  6; 
census  of,  80;  formalism  of,  124; 
coins  to  be  used  in,  376. 

Judah,  43,  75,  338, 350. 

Judah,  Mountains  of,  52. 

Judah,  Wilderness  of,  8. 

Judaism,  3,  21,  124;  the  external  rites 
not  considered  binding  by  the  liberal 
school  of  Jesus,  18;  gives  rise  to 
Christianity,  66;  its  tendency  since 
the  days  of  Ezra,  284;  gospel  de- 
tached'from,  536;  the  heathens  do 
not  embrace  the  tenets  of,  though 
they  accept  Christ,  541,  542;  tone  of 
the  author  of  the  Fourth  Gospel  to- 
wards, 671.  672. 

Judas,  son  of  James,  181;  name  substi- 
tuted for  Lebbseus,  181. 

Judas,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  8; 
brother  of  Jesus,  238;  his  personal 
qualities,  01. 


Judaa,  son  of  Sabbas,  564,  665. 

Judas,  the  Galilaean,  89,  376,  497,  498; 
insurrection  of,  333. 

Judas  Iscariot,  story  of,  in  the  Apocry- 
pha, 86;  of  Karioth,  a  disciple  of 
Jesus,  180;  called  'Mhe  betrayer," 
181 ;  a  possible  warning  to,  308 ; 
Jesus  observes  a  change  In  his  bear- 
ing, 400,  680;  his  treachery,  400-412; 
at  the  Last  Supper,  414,  684,  685;  is 
missed  from  tne  Twelve,  419;  tlie 
betrayer,  in  the  garden,  427 ;  the  kiss 
of  betrajral,  425,  426;  betrays  Jesus, 
686;  action  of  Caiaphas  in  concert 
with  him,  428 ;  his  place  among  the 
Twelve  forfeited.  482;  his  remorse 
and  reported  deato,  483;  the  purchase 
of  the  Potter's  Field,  483;  reproves 
Mary  for  her  wastefulness,  683. 

Judas  the  Maccabee,  89. 

Judas,  Epistle  of,  its  authorship,  24. 

Jude,  brother  of  Jesus,  38. 

Jude,  Epistle  of,  24,  648,  649;  rejected 
by  some  from  the  sacred  canon,  665. 

Judges,  the  writings  a  prophetic  roll, 
140. 

Judgment,  Gate  of,  449. 

Judgment,  the  last,  151, 166,  167,  488; 

S arable  of,  206 ;  in  Revelation,  654, 
55. 

Julius,  centurion  of  the  royal  cohort, 
630;  his  treatment  of  Paul,  630. 

Julius  Cnsar,  2, 654 ;  story  of  his  cross- 
ing the  Adriatic  Sea,  260. 

Junius,  501. 

Jupiter,  539. 

Justus,  60. 

Juvencus,  date  of,  76;  a  line  in  his 
Gospel  Hiatorj',  76. 

Kadesh,  town  of  Galilee,  94. 

Kacioth,  home  of  Judas,  180. 

Keys  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  319 

Kidron,  360,  419. 

Kidron,  Brook  of,  686. 

'*  Kingdom  of  God,"  103,  223,  351, 
352;  Jesus's  conception  of,  150-152, 
264,  342;  vocation  of  the  citizens 
of,  163-172;  the  gospel  of,  172-177; 
Jesus's  answer  to  the  Pharisees  con- 
cerning its  coming,  288,  289 ;  emble- 
matic history  of,  296-298;  parables 
relating  to,  296-298,  304-311;  Jesus's 
promises,  2.58 ;  Jesus  questioned  con- 
cerning, 342-346  ;  motto  of,  352 ; 
Jesus's  hope  and  disappointment, 
424;  foundations  laid  by  Jesus,  455; 
efforts  of  the  Apostles  to  hasten  the 
coming,  650,  661;  how  represented 
in  Revelation,  654,  655;  disappoint- 
ment in  regard  to  its  coming,  655- 
667 ;  imlike  the  modem  Churui,  666; 
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bow  repteMnted  in  the  Fourth  Gos- 
i1,  67x.     Bee  Messianic  Age  and 
essiaoic  Kingdom. 
Kingdom  of  Heaven,  the  expression 

used  by  John,  103. 
Kings,  the  prophetic  roll,  140. 

Laboreb,  the,  and  the  treasure,  parable 
of.  144.  145. 

Lamb,  the.  653,  654,  674,  684,  689. 
See  Pascnal  Lamb. 

Land-survevors,  90. 

LAodicea,  590,  591 ;  Christian  com- 
munity established  in,  590;  com- 
munity addressed  in  Revelation,  646, 
647.    ' 

Lasea,  city  of,  631. 

Last  Judgment,  the.    See  Judgment 

Last  Supper,  the,  413-416.  Ste  Lord^s 
Supper. 

Latin,  the  language,  wherb  «poken,  2; 
one  of  the  languages  in  which  the  in- 
scription over  the  cross  was  written, 
688. 

T^tin  Historians,  the,  27. 

Law,  the  religion  of  the,  6;  the  study 
of,  the  task  of  the  Scribes.  6;  the 
observance  of,  6,  7;  studiea  by  the 
Jews,  7;  Jesus^s  view  of,  10,  11; 
observed  by  the  disciples,  15,  16; 
how  regarded  by  Paul  at  the  time  of 
his  conversion,  16  ;  prediction  of 
Stephen  concemlne  it,  16;  one  sec- 
tion of  Jesus^s  followers  still  hold 
to  it,  17  ;  observance  of,  insisted 
upon  by  the  Jewish-Christians,  18  ; 
preached  at  Antioch,  19 ;  not  so 
strictly  insisted  on  by  the  Jewish- 
Christians,  21;  parents  of  Jesus  ob- 
served the  injunctions  of,  60 ;  ordin- 
ance relating  to  birth,  61 ;  commands 
observance  of  the  Passover,  80^  "a 
son  of  the  law,'*  explanation  of  the 
term,  80;  Israelitish  boys,  instructed 
in  the,  80,  82;  explained  by  Jesus  in 
the  Apocrypha,  83^  84 ;  study  of, 
joined  to  some  handicraft,  90 ;  taught 
to  Jewish  children,  93;  not  so  rigor- 
ously studied  at  Jerusalem,  94,  95; 
instance  of  the  Jewish  reverence,  97; 
the  tables  of,  99 ;  taught  by  John  the 
Baptist,  111 ;  read  aloud  in  the  syna- 
gogue, 140,  141  ;  the  teachers  of  the, 
avoid  the  unclean,  199;  observed  by 
Jesus,  211.  212;  The  Law  and  the 
Prophets,  220^  221 :  attitude  of  Jesus 
towards  its  preceptb,  220-232  ;  its 
authenticity,  221;  does  not  rank  in 
Jesus's  mind  as  high  as  humanity, 
276 ;  commandments  concerning  batn- 
inff  and  eating,  276-278;  Oral  Law, 
27«,  277,  620;  penalty  for  adultery, 


876,  877;  punishment  pivscribed  foi 
the  reputed  crimes  ot  Jesus,  488; 
proclaimed  from  Mount  Sinai,  487, 
488;  strictly  observed  h]r  P«ul,  520; 
PauPs  condict  between  his  fidelity  to, 
and  his  inner  convictions,  626-^528, 
531 ;  straggle  between  strict  observ- 
ance  of,  and  justification  by  faith, 
540-^^;  account  in  Acts 'of  the 
efforts  of  the  Jews  to  prevail  on  Paul 
to  adhere  to  it,  615,  616;  it-  moral 
requirements  emphai-..  1  in  Revela- 
tion, 646 ;  contrasted  forcibly  with 
ffospel,  657 ;  Christianity  the  new 
Uw,  658. 

Uw  of  Moses,  227,  554. 

Law  of  the  Jews,  how  regarded  bv  the 
author  of  the  Fourth  Gospel,  67:2. 

Lazarus,  brother  of  Martha  and  Mary, 
682;  story  of  his  being  raised  from 
the  dead,  682,  683. 

Lazarus,  the  parable  of,  and  its  origin 
and  meaning,  387-389;  signification 
of  the  name,  388. 

Leaven,  the  parable  oL  152. 

Lebbieus,  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  180;  names 
sometimes  suostituted  in  the  Gioepels 
for  his  own,  181. 

Lecbstum.  570. 

Leper,  healed  by  Jesus,  202,  203;  em- 
blematic meaning  of  the  story,  203. 

Lesbos,  611. 

letters,  22.    ^ee  Epistles. 

Levi,  181;  son  of  Alph»us,  invited  by 
Jesus  to  come  to  his  home,  200,  20L 

Levite,  the  character  of,  in  **the  Good 
SamariUn,"  299,  300. 

Levitical  ** cleanness,**  strict  observance 
of;  6,  199:  Jesus's  view  of,  10. 

Levitical  Priesthood,  annulled  in  He- 
brews, 649,  650. 

Levitical  Purity,  104. 

Leviticus,  cited  by  the  Jewish  lawyer, 
298. 

Libertini,  506. 

Lights,  Feast  of,  681. 

Loaves  and  fishes,  the,  miracle  of,  148, 
149,  679. 

Logos,  its  signification,  670;  the  doc- 
trine of,  670-673. 

Lois,  539. 

'•  Lord's  Prayer,*'  the,  962-265. 

*' Lord's  Supper,**  the,  418-418,  684, 
685 ;  symbolism  of  the  occasion,  415- 
418,  679,  689;  its  importance  in  the 
Church,  662. 

Love,  a  doctrine  of  Jesus,  221^931,  833 

Lucius,  the  C^Tensean,  517,  536. 

Luke,  companion  of  Panl,  24,  637,  638, 
a  Greek  physician,  562. 

Luke,  Gospel  of.  its  contents  and  au- 
thorship, 24,  25,  27-33 ;  pedigree  of 
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J«ra0,  86, 39 ;  firnt  two  chapters  taken 
from  Jewish^hristian  wntingn,  47; 
repreeentation  of  birth  of  Jesus  unlike 
that  in  Matthew,  55 ;  his  idea  of  the 
name  Jesus,  60;  account  of  Jesus's 
presentation  at  the  temple,  62;  at- 
tempts of  the  commentators  to  recon- 
cile his  account  with  that  of  Matthew, 
72;  account  of  Jesus  in  the  temple, 
79-^fi:  reference  to  Jesus's  age,  126; 
one  (Tthe  soujrces  of,  from  which  Luke 
draws  his'ijikterials,  158;  rendering 
of  the  »*  Lord's  Prayer,"  202.  263; 
account  of  the  appointment  of  the 
Seventy  and  their  work,  542,  543 ;  a 
scene  in,  used  in  a  chapter  of  John, 
667. 

Luther,  323. 

Lvcaonia,  638. 

Lyda,  630. 

Lydda,  557,  560. 

Lydia,  664,  565. 

LyonS}  4. 

Lysamus,  96. 

Lysias,  Claudius,  story  of  Paul's 
being  saved  from  the  mob  at  Jeru- 
salem, 619,  620,  623;  expected  at 
Ceesarea,  625. 

Lystra,  Paul  preaches  here,  538,  563; 
Paul  stoned  at,  577. 

MACOABiBAN  WAR,  333. 

Maccabees,  the,  3. 

Macedonia,  19,  20;  communities  of 
Jews  established  in,  7;  Paul  jour- 
neys and  works  in  the  land,  562,  564, 
579,  596. 

Macedonians,  assist  in  the  contribution 
for  Jerusalem,  603. 

Machsems,  133;  fortress  of,  122. 

Madness,  132. 

Magdala,  125,  137,  207,  237,282. 

Magi,  the,  68;  the  story  of  considered, 
71-78;  the  storv  of,  interpreted  by 
the  Church,  74-V6. 

Malachi,  his  prophecy  of  the  Messianic 

S;e,  49,  50;  does  not  speak  of  the 
essiah,  110;  a  prophetic  roll,  140. 

Malchus,  686. 

Malta,  St.  Paul's  Bay,  633. 

Mammon,  169. 

Man,  how  regarded  b^  Jesus,  173-177. 

Man,  Son  of,  expression  used  bv  Jesus, 
199,  252,  314,  315,  330,  331,  ^,  352, 
354,  414,  426,  432. 

Manna,  99. 

Manoah,  40,  44,  47. 

••MarBnatha,"651. 

Marcion,  head  of  a  sect  against  Juda- 
ism, 657. 

Marcionites,  the,  22;  not  justified  by 
the  author  of  Acts,  660. 


Maria,  591. 

Markj  conjecture  concerning  him,  427; 
desired  to  join  Paul  at  Rome,  637; 
with  Paul  at  Rome,  638;  speculations 
about  him  after  Paul's  aeath,  642. 
See  John  Mark. 

Mark,  Gospel  of,  its  authorship,  24,  25, 
27-33 ;  does  not  speak  of  Bethlehem 
or  miraculous  birth,  56;  account  of 
Jesus's  baptism,  118, 120 ;  his  narra- 
tives characterized  by  great  rapidity 
of  motion,  137. 

Marriage,  Jesus  questioned  concerning 
the  subject,  and  his  views  thereon, 
338-342:  customs  of  Israel,  33U; 
Jewish  laws,  647. 

Mars'  Hill,  569. 

Martha,  \'isit  of  Jesus  at  her  home,  186, 
187;  Jesus  at  her  house,  683;  ac- 
count of  Lazaras  being  raised  from 
the  dead,  682,  683. 

Mary,  mother  of  Jesus,  8;  married  to 
Joseph,  42;  account  of  birth  in  the 
*'  Gospel  of  James,'*  47;  the  birth  of 
Jesus  foretold  to  Mary,  51,  52;  her 
visit  to  Elizabeth,  52;'  her  song  of 
thanksgiving,  52,  54;  goes  with 
Joseph  to  Bethlehem,  52,  53;  birth 
of  Jesus,  53,  54 ;  receive«t  the  visit  of 
the  shepherds,  54 ;  the  appearance  of 
Gabriel  to  her,  54,  55;  her  visit  to 
Elizabeth,  55;  fails  to  understand 
Jesus,  57 ;  interview  with  Simeon,  62, 
63;  message  from  Gabriel,  64;  hei* 
flight  from  Bethlehem,  70;  accounts 
in  the  Apocrv-phal  Gospels,  76-78; 
accounts  m  tne  Apocrypha,  83-85; 
her  astonishment  at  Jesus  with  the 
Rabbis,  81,  82;  her  family,  90;  her 
characteristics,  91,  92:  her  reception 
of  Jesus  at  Nazareth,  237,  238;  seeks 
Jesus  at  Capernaum,  239, 240 ;  at  the 
cross,  688. 

Mary,  mother  of  Mark,  500. 

Mary,  sister  of  Martha,  186, 187;  Jesus 
at  ner  house,  186,  187;  account  of 
f^azanis  being  raised  from  the  dead, 
682,  683 ;  anoints  Jesus,  683. 

Mary,  wife  of  Clopas  and  mother  of 
James  the  I-.css,  180;  a  friend  of 
Jesus,  186;  at  the  cross,  451,  688;  at 
the  sepulchre,  460;  said  to  have  been 
the  fii-st  to  see  Jesus  after  his  resur- 
rection, 469,  470;  story  of  Jesus  ap- 
pearing to  her,  473-477. 

Mary  Magdalene,  a  follower  of  Jesu8, 
Ifife;  story  of  the  woman  known  b^* 
thia  name,  205-208;  at  the  cruci- 
fixion, 451;  at  the  cross,  688;  at  the 
sepulchre,  460;  finds  the  tomb  emp- 
ty, 685);  beholds  Jesus  at  tho  tomb, 
6*81),  6U0;  story  of  Jesus  appearing 
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to  her   47S-477;  said  to  have  been 

ooe  of  iie  fint  to  eee  Jesus  after  his 

resumctioii,  469,  470. 
"MaiT*s  Birth,  and  the  Childhood  of 

the  Redeemer,"  84. 
Blassacre  of  the  iDDocents,  70,  73;  day 

of  conunemoration,  66. 


Master,  the  name  declined  br  Jesus, 
116,  163;  the  title,  141;  suggestion 
of  UK  term,  179. 

Materea.  legend  of  a  sycamore  tree,  78. 

Mater  Dolorota,  the,  63. 

Matthew,  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  180  ; 
called  **the  publican/*  181;  incor- 
rectly called  **the  publican/*  201; 
by  some  thought  to  be  Nathanael, 
676. 

Matthew,  ijospel  of,  ito  contents  and 
authorship,  24,  25,  27-33;  explana- 
tion of  the  term  "according  to 
Matthew,**  30  ;  contradiction  in 
the  text  regarding  the  descent  of 
Jesus,  35,  ^,  39;  representation  of 
birth  of  Jesus  unlike  that  in  Luke, 
55;  story  of  Jesub's  birth,  41,  42; 
his  idea  of  the  mime  Jesus^  60;  ac- 
count of  Jesus  and  the  Magi,  68-71; 
attempts  to  reconcile  the  accounts 
with  those  of  Luke,  72;  account  of 
Jesus*8  baptism,  117,  120;  collection 
of  savings  called  the  "Sermon  on 


the  Mount."  141;   his  rendering  of 
"Lord's  Prayer,**  262;  the  para 


the' 


ble  of  the  vineyard  and  the  laborers, 
its  significance,  296,  S^7;  a  version 
of,  a  favorite  with  the  £bionites, 
657. 

Matthias,  chosen  to  fill  the  place  of 
Judas,  484,  485 :  by  some  thought  to 
be  NathauaeL  676. 

Blediterranean  Sea,  the,  125,  312. 

Melchior,  76. 

Melita,  island  of,  633,  634. 

Menahem,  536. 

Mercury.  539. 

Meroe,  Queen  of,  her  treasurer,  515. 

Merom.  waters  of,  311. 

Messian,  the,  12,  13;  believed  in  firmly 
by  the  disciples^  15,  16;  expected  by 
many,  but  m  di£ferent  wa  vs,  16 ;  the 
idea  of  exclusive  ownersnip  by  the 
Jews,  17, 22, 39;  Greek  word  for,  18; 
prophecies  in  the  Old  Testament  re- 
xemng  to  Jesus,  37,  38;  mother  of 
the,  41 ;  the  coming  of,  foretold  to 
Zachariab,  45;  throne  of,  to  be  occu- 
pied by  Jesus,  51,  52;  the  birth  of, 
54;  called  by  the  Rabbis  "the  Com- 
forter," 64;  birth  of,  announced  by 
the  llagi,  68,  69;  a  Jew  faif<ely  a.**- 
sumes  uename,  73,  74;  tj'pifiiKi  by 


Israel.  75;  Jceos  dispntaa  wiA  tt« 
Rabbu$  concerning,  84;  the  Goepds* 
mention  of  John's  pvophecy,  109;  dw 
OU  Testament  wnten  r '— ^  ''^- 


Messiah  to  be  God,  110;  aoeoont  in 
Matthew  of  Jesus*8  baptism  and  de- 
scent of  the  Spirit,  117, 118;  ai^ifi- 
cation  of  the  name,  118;  the  disciples 
at  first  ignorant  of  Jesiis*s  Measiah- 
ship,  182:  John's  idea  of  Jcsus^'s 
Messiahship,   254.    255;    the   name 

fiven  to  Jesus  by  his  disciples,  313, 
14;  the  name  applied  to  Jesus,  and 
his  interpretation  of  it,  31d-330: 
Jesus's  sense  of  dutv  and  sacritic-e 
required  of  the  Messiah,  325-335; 
Da\idic  origin  of,  383;  thoughts 
about  it,  at  the  trial  of  Jesna,  432- 
435;  tounts  concerning,  he^>ed  on 
Jesus  on  the  cross,  452,  453 ;  proved 
to  be  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  486;  the 
spirit  of  Peter's  fint  discourse,  489; 
Stephen's  reference  to,  in  his  trial 
before  the  Sanhedrim,  508;  the  child 
of  Israel  in  Revelation,  654;  a  new 
conception  of,  671. 

Messianic  age,  the,  98, 99 ;  annonoced 
by  John  the  Baptist,  102,  103,  108, 
109,  112,  121 ;  announced  bv  Jesus, 
137, 151, 210, 284, 337 ;  the  old  proph- 
ecies of,  255,  313;  Jesus  asked  for  a 
sign,  2Sd;  Jesus's  conception  of,  295 ; 
Jesus  questioned  about  salvation, 
342;  announced  b^  the  Apostles, 
488.  See  Messianic  kingdom,  and 
Kingdom  of  God. 

Messianic  exiiectation,  the,  6.  38,  47, 
57,  98, 100 ;  change  in  the  thought  of 
Christian  circles,  110;  its  poUtkal 
character,  122,  151;  Paul's  martyr- 
dom for,  636;  disappointment  of  the 
believers,  645. 

Messianic  feast,  the,  301,  304-308. 

Messianic  judgment,  the,  677. 

Messianic  kingdom,  the,  8,  9,  12;  to  be 
for  Israel  alone,  17;  rij^ht  of  the 
Heathen-Christians  as  citizens  of,  18, 
19,  21;  position  of  John  toward,  4^i; 

r>hecies  relating  to  the  coming  of, 
49-51;  Greek  expressions  refer- 
ring to,  61;  longings  for,  62,  94; 
announced  by  John  the  Baptist,  98, 
102,  105,  106,  108;  referred  to  in  the 
Beatitudes,  159;  announced  bjr  Je«(U5, 
288,  313;  controversy  concerning  the 
persons  to  be  admitted,  29d-311; 
parables  relating  to,  296-300,  304, 
305,  307-309;  old  prophecies  concern- 
ing, 325;  Jesus's  resolve  to  estoblish 
it,  328,  335,  369;  announced  by  the 
Apostles,  486-488;  thrown  open  to 
others  than  Jews,  514,  515;  teat  of 
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admission  to,  618.  See  Kingdom  of 
God  and  Messianic  Age. 

Messianic  Passion-psalm,  458,  454. 

Michael,  the  angel,  46. 

Michah,  89, 103;  prophecies  of,  60. 

Middle  Aees,  322;  castom  of  celebrat- 
ing Christmas  Eve,  68. 

Miletus,  611,  612. 

Mina,  valae  of,  358. 

Mlnse,  parable  of,  358,  350. 

Miracles,  not  ascribed  to  John  the  Bap- 
tist, 111;  ascribed  to  Elijah,  148; 
wonders  worked  by  the  Apostles, 
482-502;  demand  tor,  among  the 
Jews  and  early  Christians,  234;  in 
the  Fourth  Gospel.  673. 

Miracles  performed  by  Jesus :  accounts 
in  the  Apocrypha,  84-86;  the  won- 
derful draught  of  fishes,  128,  129; 
healing  of  the  sick,  blind,  and  insane, 
131-136,  148,  192,  193,  202-205,  208- 
210,  216,  217,  308-311,  355,  356,  367, 
574-^76,  586-588,  678,  679,  680,  681; 
the  loaves  and  fishes,  148, 149;  mean- 
ing of  the  loaves  and  fishes,  149 ;  the 
water  turned  to  wine,  232,  233,  676; 
Jesus  walking  on  the  water,  268,  269; 
679;  the  dead  brought  to  life,  285- 
287,  682,  683;  the  multitude  fed, 
679;  Lazarus  raised  from  the  dead, 
682,  683. 

Mishna,  the  oldest  part  of  the  Talmud, 
277;  its  commands  regarding  the 
washing  of  hands  before  and  after 
eating,  277,  278. 

Mitylene,  611. 

Mnason,  Paul  and  his  companions  re- 
ceived at  his  house.  614. 

Monday,  day  on  which  Moses  descended 
Moont  Sinai,  212. 

Money  value  of  a  mina,  358. 

Moor,'  76. 

Morbus  mcer,  132,  133. 

Moriah,  449. 

Moses,  his  fortune  foreshadows  that  of 
the  Messiah,  38;  his  fortunes  like 
those  of  John  the  Baptist,  43 ;  why 
his  name  is  associatea  with  that  of 
Elijah  in  the  New  Testament,  49, 
50;  dangers  in  his  childhood  which 
threatened  him,  74;  a  phenomenon 
said  to  have  occurred  at  his  birth, 
74;  how  compared  with  Jesus  by  the 
ancients,  74,  75;  mentioned  by  Pru- 
dentius  in  his  "Hymn  for  Epi- 
phany," 75;  stories  of,  used  in  con- 
nection with  accounts  of  Jesus,  83, 
141,  322,  333;  purification  of  the 
people,  104;  on  Mount  Sinai,  com- 
pared with  Jesus,  141.  322;  faists  ob- 
served on  the  days  of  his  ascent  and 
descent  of  Mount  Sinai,  212;   sup- 


posed to  have  written  the  law,  221; 
nis  views  on  divorce  referred  to  by 
Jesus,  340;  books  of,  379:  the  blood 
of  the  covenant,  416;  legend  of  the 
transfiguration,  502-504;  referred  to 
bv  Stephen,  507,  508;  referred  to  in 
Steveladon,  653. 

Moses,  law  of,  17, 21, 220. 276,  280,  502, 
{^54,  670;  the  penal  code,  227. 

Mustard-seed,  the  parable  of,  152. 

Myra,  631. 

Myrrh,  given  bv  the  Magi  to  Jasus,  70, 
74,  76. 

Mysia,  630. 

NilAMAK,  235. 

Nain,  the  story  of  the  widow's  son, 
287. 

Names,  signification  important  to  the 
Israelites,  60,  61. 

Names  and  words  having  a  significa- 
tion: Apostles,  180;  Bar-C<Khbah, 
74:  Barnabas.  490;  Boanerges,  181; 
Cephas,  181;  Christ,  536;  David,  61; 
Dorcas,  558;  Ebionites,  158 ;  Elymas, 
537;  Frederick,  61;  Gethsemane,  421; 
Golgotha,  449;  Gottlieb,  61;  Hakel- 
dama,483;  Hosanna,363;  Immanuel, 
61;  Isaiah,  61;  Jesus,  61;  Johanan, 
44;  John,  44;  Lazarus,  388;  Bfes- 
siah,  118;  Niger,  536;  Solomon,  61. 

Naples,  634. 

Nathanael,  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  666 , 
meets  Jesus,  674,  675;  his  identity, 
675,  676. 

Nature,  in  the  East,  171. 

Nazarene,  the,  39.  40. 

Nazarenes,  the  sect  of,  16,  636;  nick- 
name applied  to  the  community  at 
Jerusalem,  489;  a  distinct  party  at 
Jerusalem,  616. 

Nazareth,  8;  birthplace  of  Jesus,  39, 
40,  56 ;  Gabriel  comes  to  Mary  at,  51, 
52;  its  natural  beauty,  89,  90;  prob- 
ably no  schools  in,  92';  Jesus  does  not 
wish  to  begin  his  work  here,  124; 
preaching  of  Jesus  at,  234-236,  238; 
reception  of  .Jesus  by  the  Nazarenes, 
234,  235,  237-239,  240. 

Nazarite,  a,  40,  45,  48. 

Nazarite*s  vow,  the,  545;  story  of 
PauPs  taking  the  vow,  615,  616. 

Neapolis,  564. 

Nebo,  Mount,  43. 

Nebuchadrezzar,  7. 

Nero,  635 ;  outburst  of  infamy  at  Rome, 
640-642;  his fearfulpersecution,  652; 
the  Antichrist  in  Revelation,  654  ; 
effect  of  his  persecution,  660. 

Nestorians,  the,  76. 

New  Covenant,  the,  48 ;  Jesus,  the 
Mediator  of,  74* 
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New  Testament,  the,  4;  its  books  and 
their  anthorahip,  22-ii3 ;  books  of,  ex- 
amined, 27-33;  opening  passant  35: 
peculiar  uses  of  its  language,  41; 
passa^  from  the  Old  Testament 
used  in  the  narratives  of,  46-51,  72- 
75,  83,  119,  120,  127,  196.  197,  255, 
483;  why  the  names  of  Aloses  and 
Elijah  are  associated  together,  49,  50 ; 
passages  bearing  upon  the  account 
of  Jesus's  birth,  56;  Joshua  called 
Jeons,  60;  signijQcation  of  name  of 
Jesu.i  identical  with  certain  Greek 
expressions,  61;  reasons  for  being 
cautious  in  accepting  the  narratives, 
87;  Jesus  represent^  as  requiring  to 
learn  obedience,  116 ;  contams  many 
emblematic  pictures,  130  ;  passage 
attributed  to  Jesus  probably  not  his 
saying,  176;  three  apparent  contra- 
dictions in  the  narrative  of  the  life  of 
Jesus,  211 ;  the  substance  of  the  apos- 
tolic teaching,  489  ;  writings  refer- 
ring to  the  second  coming  of  Christ, 
652-655;  epistle  showing  the  disap- 
pointed hopes  of  the  Christians,  656 ; 
formation  of,  664,  665;  the  Fourth 
Gospel  the  ripest  fruit  of  the  spirit 
of  Jesus  692. 

Nicanor,  Gate  of,  393. 

Nicanor,  one  of  the  Seven,  606 ;  conse- 
crated to  the  service  of  Jesus,  506. 

Nicodemus,  673  ;  Jesus^s  interview 
with,  676,  677 ;  his  protest  for  Jesus, 
680;  assists  Joseph  in  the  burial  of 
Jesus,  689. 

Nicodemus,  Gospel  of,  443,  480  ;  de- 
scription of  Jesus  going  to  Paradise, 
457. 

"Nicolaitans,"  the,  647. 

Nicolas  of  Antioch.  one  of  the  Seven, 
506  ;  consecrated  to  the  service  of 
Jesus,  506. 

Nicopolis,  466. 

Niger,  signification  of  name,  536. 

Nineveh,  302. 

Nisan,  14,  392,  407. 

Northumberland,  88. 

Nymphas,  590. 

OcTAYiANUS  (Augustus),  date  of  his 
reign,  2.    See  Augustus. 

Offence,  Mount  of,  369. 

Oflferings:  burnt  sacrifice,  61;  purifica- 
tion, 61 ;  sin  offering,  61. 

Old  Covenant,  the,  48,  74,  141,  220. 

Old  Testament,  the,  37 ;  the  translation 
of,  into  Greek,  7 ;  use  of  its  texts  and 
prophecies  by  the  early  Christians, 
87-40;  use  of  passa^^s  in  forming 
the  accounts  of  the  N^ew  Testament. 
46-61,  72-75,  83,  119,  120,  127,  196, 


197,  255.  483;  the  fates  of  the  Chikl 
and  John  indicated,  47,  48;  similar'- 
ity  of  ideas  in,  connected  with  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  141,  142;  ita 
spirit  of  love  and  hatred,  229:  the 
God  of,  not  the  God  of  Jesus,  230- 
**he  that  was  to  come  **  referred  to 
Elijah  by  the  Rabbis,  255;  illustrm- 
tions  drawn  from,  by  Jesus,  302,  303; 
sayings  taken  from,' 365;  an  an^  of 
sudden  sickness  or  death  mentioned 
in,  501;  examples  from,  used  in  Jude, 
6^;  the  ritual  and  history  of,  serve 
as  t}-pes  to  foreshadow  the  new  dis- 
pensation, 649;  a  parallel  series  of 
writings  needed  bv  the  Church,  664, 
666. 

Olives,  Mount  of,  14,  359,  360,  361 ; 
370,  419,  682. 

"On  the  Sacred  Disease,''  133. 

Onesimus,  637 ;  converted  to  Christian- 
ity, 637,  638;  Paul  pleads  for  him 
with  his  master,  638. 

Onesiphorus,  faithful  friend  of  Pan], 
590,  637. 

Overseers  in  the  Church,  663- 

Ox,  the,  parable  of,  216. 

Palestine,  a  Roman  province,  8-5; 
Jewish-Christian  believers  in,  18; 
journey  of  Jesus  to,  312;  the  as^ 
used  in,  362. 

P^lm  Sundav,  363. 

Pampbylia,  537,  540. 

Pamphylian  Gulf,  631. 

Paphos,  537. 

Parables,  the,  9,  28,  30,  130,  142-155: 
their  teaching,  154. 

Parables :  the  laborer  and  the  treasure, 
144,  145;  the  pearl  of  great  price, 
145 ;  the  householder,  150 ;  the  hns- 
bandmau,  152;  the  leaven,  159;  the 
mustard  seed,  152;  the  sower,  153; 
the  houses  built  on  sand  and  rock, 
154,  155;  the  debtor,  161,  162;  the 
parable  of  the  talents,  165,  166 ;  the 
fast  judgment,  166,  167;  the  parable 
of  the  debtor  to  whom  most  was  for- 
given, 206;  the  woman  and  the  lost 
coin,  210;  the  mended  garment  and 
the  new  and  old  wine,  213,  214;  th« 
sheep  fallen  into  a  hole,  216,  217;  the 
ox,  217;  Good  Samaritan,  230,  298- 
300:  the  Prodigal  Son,  246-249;  the 
Publican  and  Pharisee,  249-951:  con- 
cerning the  **  Kingdom  of  God,'* 
296-300,  304,  305,  307-309;  the  vim- 
yard  and  the  laborers,  296-298 ;  the 
wedding  feast,  304;  tlte  supper  and 
invited  pmests,  .305:  the  weddmg  gar- 
ment, 307,  308;  the  fifl[-iree,  349; 
the  minas  or  pounds,  358,  859;  LMa- 
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arm  and  the  rich  man,  387-3S9;  the 
husbandman  and  the  vineyard,  3S9- 
891 ;  the  rich  man  and  his  steward, 
396,  397:  the  foolish  virgins,  403-405; 
the  parable  of  the  darnelseed,  643,644; 
a  possible  companion  to  the  parable 
of  "  the  sower,'*  644;  the  widow  and 
the  judge,  656. 

Parallel  passages,  27. 

Paralysis,  moral,  204,  205. 

Paralvtic,  healed  by  Jesus,  204,  205: 
emblematic  of  the  story,  205,  206. 

Parmenas,  consecrated  to'  the  service  of 
Jesus,  606. 

Parthian  Invasion,  allusion  to  in  Reve- 
lation, 653. 

Parthian  Monarchy,  the,  1. 

Paschal  Umb,  the,  215,  408,  412,  684, 
689. 

Paschal  Meal,  the,  684. 

Passover,  the,  7,  14,  80,  185,  387,  386, 
684;  to  be  the  feast  of  the  redemp- 
tion, 368;  celebration  of,  407,  408, 
412,  413 ;  psalms  sun^  at  the  celebra- 
tion of,  413, 419 ;  dosmg  of  the  feast, 
419 ;  custom  of  the  Roman  governor 
of  releasing  a  prisoner  at  that  time, 
441,  687;  celebrated  at  full  moon, 
466;  the  first  day  of  the,  specially 
sacred,  688. 

PaUra,  harbor  of,  613. 

Pati^osj  652. 

Pan!,  historical  sketch  of,  16-26;  a  ro- 
mance written  against  him.  21;  the 
Universal  (Catholic)  Church  named 
after  Peter  and  Paul,  21,  22 ;  his  ex- 

Sression  as  to  Jesus  being  the  son  of 
oseph,  56;  describes  the  birth  of 
Jesus,  59;  claims  the  title  of  Apos- 
tle, 180;  his  powerful  Influence  upon 
Christians,  197;  gives  jthe  reason  for 
the  rejection  of  Jesus  by  Israel^  285, 
287;  takes  part  in  the  execution  of 
Stephen,  509,  514;  first  preacher  of 
faita  over  the  law,  517;  his  work, 

619  ;  his  Jewish  descent,  520  ; 
his  education,  520 ;  particulars  in 
Acts  about  his  youth  and  education, 
621-524;    his  devotion  to  the  law, 

620  ;  persecutes  the  community  of 
Jerusalem,  520;  his  reasons  forperse- 
cutlng  the  community,  524-526;  not 
connected  in  any  way  witii  Jesus,  520, 
521 ;  his  name  of  Saul,  521 ;  his  con- 
version, 522-524;  beholds  Ananias. 
5^,  624;  his  conversion  gathered 
from  his  own  letters,  524-528;  his 
excitable  temperament,  528 ;  the 
Apostie  of  the  heathen,  528,  633; 
considered  by  some  unfit  for  the 
Apostolate,  484;  passage  relating  to 
tha  resurrection  of  Jesus,  467,  ^8; 


appeab  to  the  Scriptures,  467,  468; 
his  religious  development,  529-531 , 
goes  to  Arabia,  630,  532;  labors  at 
Damascus,  532 ;  makes  acquaint* 
ance  with  Peter  and  James  brother 
of  Jesus,  632;  account  in  Acts  of 
his  conduct  after  conversion,  638  ; 
visits  Cilicia,  533,  641,  547,  555j  563, 
624 ;  his  mission  in  Syria  and  CiHcia, 
634;  his  headquarters  at  Antioch, 
634^36;  his  followers,  534;  said  to 
liave  brought  money  to  the  sufferers 
in  Judspa,  535;  his  preaching  at  An- 
tioch, 536;  receives  the  name  of  Paul, 
537;  consecrated  for  mission  work, 
537;  his  missionary  journey,  637- 
541;  visits  Derbe,  638,  639,  563;  his 
work  at  Lystra,  539;  worshipped  as 
Mercury,  539;  stoned  at  Lystra,  539; 
reservations  made  concerning  his 
missionary  journey,  640,  541;  fruit 
of  his  toifin  the  re^ons  of  S^a  and 
Cilicia,  641;  significance  of  his  work, 
646;  goes  to  Jerusalem  to  seek  wis- 
dom concerning  the  disputes  in  the 
community,  547 ;  pleads  his  cause  at 
Jerusalem,  548-550;  returns  to  An- 
tioch, 650 ;  visited  by  Peter  at  Anti- 
och, 550;  to  collect  mone^  among  his 
converts  for  the  community  at  .Teru- 
salem,  550;  Peter's  conduct  at  An- 
tioch, 550-^53;  Barnabas  estranged 
from  him,  552,  556-557;  account  in 
Acts  of  his  controversy  with  the 
community  at  Jerusalem,  553-557; 
importance  of  some  of  his  letters, 
661 ;  his  vision  analogous  to  that  of 
Peter.  561;  his  missionary  labors  and 
travels  after  the  conflict,  562-576 ;  at 
Ephesus,  662,  576-595,  602;  meets 
Timothv,  663;  his  visit  to  Galatia, 
563,  664,  579-582;  his  treatment  by 
the  Galatians,  563,  564;  takes  ship  at 
Troas,  564;  his  companions,  564;  at 
Philippi,  564-567 ;  his  fellow-laborers 
at  Philippi,  565;  thrown  into  a  dun- 
geon, ana  his  deliverance,  565^  566 ; 
story  of  the  slave^rl  at  Philippi, 
665-567:  story  of  ms  pleading  the 
Roman  citizenship,  666;  his  latwrsat 
Thessalonica,  667;  at  Athens,  568- 
670;  visito  Achaia,  670,  572,  579, 
695;  at  Corinth,  570-676;  resides 
with  Aquila,  570,  571;  his  labors  at 
Corinth.  671-576;  his  letters  to  the 
Corinthians,  572;  goes  to  Ephesus, 
572;  his  Epistles,  673  {tee  under 
their  respective  names) ;  his  preach- 
ing at  Corinth,  674;  his  preaching  at 
Thessalonica,  674;  his  preaching  at 
Antioch,  574;  settles  at  Ephesus, 
676 ;  date  of  his  work  there,  676 ;  his 
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r  of  life  daring  his  missionary 
Ubora,  67(M»78:  at  Ephesus,  576- 
594 ;  stoned  at  Lystra,  577 ;  misrep- 
reeented  to  the  Galatians,  579,  580; 
opposition  from  the  Jowish-Ohris- 
tians,  579,  580,  582-588;  his  letter  to 
the  Galatians,  580-^82,  584;  his  at- 
tacks upon  the  Judaiziug  fanatics, 
584;  his  work  at  Ephesus,  588-^594; 
stories  in  the  Acts  of  Paul*  s  apoAtolic 
dignity,  589,  590;  establishes  many 
Christian  communities,  590;  his  fel- 
low-laborers, 590,  591;  opposition 
from  Jewish-Christians,  592;  oppo- 
sition at  Ephesus,  592,  593,  the 
tumult  concerning  Artemis,  593,  594; 
writes  to  the  Corinthians,  595,  599- 
601 ;  resolves  to  visit  Macedonia  and 
Achaia.  595;  his  interest  in  Corinth, 
595-601;  his  doctrine  spreads  at 
Corinth,  596;  takes  leave  of  the 
Ephesians,  596 ;  Jewish-Christian 
opposition  at  Corinth,  597;  his  re- 
buke of  sectarianism,  599;  collects 
money  for  the  community  at  Jerusa- 
lem, 601-604:  settles  at'Troas,  602; 
second  and  third  letter  to  the  Corin- 
thians, 602;  leaves  Ephesus.  602; 
goes  to  Macedonia,  602;  Jewish- 
Uhristian  opposition,  603;  his  anx- 
iety for  the  Corinthians,  603;  fourth 
letter  to  the  Corinthians,  603,  604; 
his  plans  for  future  work,  605;  goes 
to  Greece,  605;  a  short  time  in  Cor- 
inth, 605;  means  to  go  to  Jerusalem, 
605,  609;  his  intention  of  visiting 
Spain  and  Rome,  605,  609;  his  in- 
tention of  preaching  at  Rome,  605, 
606;  his  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  606- 
609;  goes  to  Troas,  609;  his  com- 
panions of  travel,  609;  his  last  visit 
to  the  communities  he  had  founded, 
610;  Jewish-Christian  opposition, 
610;  at  Troas,  611;  his  route  to 
Jerusalem,  611-615;  goes  to  Mity- 
lene,  611;  goes  to  Assus,  611;  ac- 
count in  Acto  of  his  last  farewell  to 
the  Ephesians,  612,  613 ;  goes  to  Cos, 
613;  sails  for  Phoenicia,  613;  reaches 
Rhodes,  613;  stays  with  PhUip  the 
Evangelist  at  Csesarea,  613,  614 ;  re- 
ceives a  warning  at  Caetiarea,  614; 
reaches  Jerusalem,  614;  is  cordially 
welcomed  by  Mnason,  614;  at  Jeru- 
salem, 614-624;  story  of  his  taking 
the  Nazarite  vow,  615,  616 ;  stor^  of 
his  reception  at  Jerusalem,  615^17; 
how  represented  by  the  writer  of 
Acts,  616;  story  of  Simon  the  magi- 
cian and  ito  meaning,  617,  618; 
story  placing  his  collection  and 
apostlesliip  in  an  odious  light,  618; 


his  project  in  going  to  Jenisalen 
completely  wredked,  617-619;  meete 
the  Jewish-Christian  opposition  at 
Jerusalem,  619;  mobbea  at  Jerusa- 
lem. 619,  620;  his  defence  before 
Lysias,  620,  621;  claims  the  right  of 
a  Roman  citizen,  621;  his  defence 
before  the  Sanhedrim,  621,  622;  his 
vision  of  the  Lord.  622,  623;  the 
Jews  swear  his  deatn,  623:  conveyed 
to  Cnj>area,  623;  escorted  to  Xn- 
tipatris,  623;  put  in  custody  at  tha 
former  palace  of  Herod  the  Great, 
624;  tried  at  Ciesarea,  625,  626-630; 
in  captivity  at  Ciesarea,  625-630 ;  his 
imprisonment  and  death,  624-643; 
two  years  a  prisoner  at  Rome,  625; 
claims  his  right  as  a  Roman  citizen, 
627,  628;  appeals  to  Cssar,  627,  62a, 
630;  tried  before  Festus,  627,  628; 
his  case  referred  to  and  tried  before 
Agrippa,  628-630;  his  speech  before 
Agrippa  and  answer  to  Festus,  629, 
630;  date  of  his  journey  to  Italy, 
630;  his  voyage  to  Italy  and  the 
shipwreck,  630-633;  his  route  from 
Ciesarea  to  Melita,  630-633;  received 
kindly  by  the  people  of  Melita,  633, 
634;  the  storv  of  the  adder,  633;  St. 
PauPs  Bay,  "633;  heals  the  sick  at 
Melita,  633,  634;  leaves  Melite  fur 
Rome,  634;  his  route  from  Melita  to 
Rome,  633,  634;  a  prisoner  at  Rome, 
634-637 ;  impression  made  bv  his  let- 
ter, 635;  how  received  by  tLe  Chris- 
tians at  Rome,  635;  summons  the 
leaders  of  the  Roman  Jews,  635,  636; 
his  relations  with  the  Christian  com- 
munity at  Rome,  636,  637;  three  let- 
ters attributed  to  him,  637-640;  their 
authenticity.  637,  638;  letter  to  Tim- 
othy, 637;  nis  friendship  for  Onesl- 
mus,  637,  638;  letter  to  Philemon, 
637,  638;  his  companions  in  Rome, 
638;  gives  Epaphrodltus  a  letter  to 
the  Pnilippians,  638;  letter  to  Appia 
and  Archippus,  638;  a  prisoner  at 
Rome,  his  work  for  the  gospel,  638, 
639;  Epistle  to  the  Philippians,  638- 
640;  his  confidence  in  Timothy,  63i>; 
Peter  said  to  be  the  fellow-victim  at 
his  execution,  640;  denounces  the 
Jewish-Christian  opposition,  640; 
tradition  of  his  deatn  and  its  date, 
640-642;  his  mode  of  death  uncei^ 
tain.  642;  traces  lost  of  his  fellow- 
workers,  642;  compared  with  Jesus, 
642,  643;  the  founder  of  the  Chris- 
dan  Church,  642;  his  woric  and  char- 
acter, 642,  643;  condition  of  the 
communities  after  his  death.  643-665; 
Jewish-Christian  opposition,  644r-6d0; 
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James  a-violent  opponent  of,  645;  hin 
doctrines  loathed  in  Revelation,  646,  ! 
647;  the  title  of  Apostle  denied  him 
hi  Bevelation,  646 ;  writings  issued  | 
in  support  of  Paulinism,  649,  650; 
his  doctrine  attacked  in  the  Epistle  of 
James,  648;  his  purpose  in  his  reli- 
ffious  work,  650,  651 ;  his  hope  of  a 
resurrection,  650,  651;  his  faith  and 
belief  in  the  future,  651;  his  motto, 
659;  how  represented  by  the  author 
of  Acts^  660;  loses  ground  in  the 
reconciliations  between  Paulinism 
and  Jewish-Christianity,  661;  the 
pastoral  Epistles,  663 ;  his  preparation 
of  the  world  for  the  doctrine  of  the 
Logos,  671;  can  he  be  identified  with 
Nathanael,  676. 

Paul,  Epistles  of.  See  under  their  re- 
specuve  names. 

Pauline-Christians,  their  manner  of  re- 
turning the  attacks  of  the  Jewish- 
Christians,  585,  586. 

Paulinism,  reconciliation  with  Jewish- 
Christianity,  658-661. 

Pearl  of  great  price,  the  parable  of,  145. 

Pella,  654. 

PenUteuch,  221. 

Pentecost,  485:  feast  of,  488. 

"  Peoples  of  the  Land,  the,"  explana- 
tion of  the  term,  7,  9 ;  cared  lor  by 
Jesus,  59, 199, 246, 254,  293;  religious 
movement  among,  289. 

Periea,  given  to  Herod  Antipas,  4;  date 
of  its  return  to  the  Jewish  Kingdom, 
4 ;  John  the  Baptist  works  there, 
122;  Jesus  passes  through,  310,  836, 
674,  682. 

Pergamus,  Christianity  established, 
590;  community  addressed  in  Revela- 
tion, 646,  647. 

Per^,  537,  540. 

Persia,  76. 

Persian  Gulf,  145. 

Persian  Monarchy,  the,  1. 

Persians,  46;  reverence  fire,  76;  belief 
in  angels  and  demons,  132,  133. 

Persis,  591. 

Pessinus,  563. 

Peter,  Simon  Peter,  a  disciple  of  Jesus, 
17 ;  interview  with  Paul  and  others 
concerning  the  true  faith,  18,  19 ;  his 
treatment  of  the  Heathen-Christians, 
19;  the  Universal  (Catholic)  Church 
named  after  Peter  and  Paul,  21,  22; 
referred  to  in  the  Book  of  Acts,  25, 
96;  how  represented  in  the  Book 
>f  Acts,  26 ;  son  of  Jona,  127 ; 
sailed  by  Jesus  to  follow  him,  127. 
128,  129;  account  of  the  wonderful 
draught  of  fi!*he9,  128,  129  ;  his 
mother-in-law  h«aled  by  Jesus,  131, 


135;  searches  for  Jesns,  136;  ques- 
tions Jesus  on  forgiveness,  161;  a 
disciple  of  Jesus,  180;  surname  of 
Sunon,  181 ;  the  name  of  Peter  given 
to  him,  the  account  not  genuine,  310: 
the  name  of  Cephas,  181;  account  of 
his  being  called  Cephas.  674 ;  his 
character.  181  ;  placed  hrst  in  the 
Jewish-Cnristian  Gospel,  181  ;  his 
effort  to  walk  upon  the  water,  269; 
scene  explanatory  of  this  account, 
437 ;  goes  into  the  house  of  Jair, 
286 ;  a  parable  directed  against  him, 
297  ;  his  recognition  of  Jesus  as  the 
Messiah,  313,  319 ;  the  keys  of 
Heaven  given  to  him,  the  account  not 
genuine,  319;  story  of  the  tax  for  the 
temple,  320;  tries  to  dissuade  Jesus 
from  going  to  Jerusalem^  329;  one  of 
tlie  most  trusted  of  the  disciples,  351 ; 
his  conversation  with  Jesus  on  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  402;  commissioned 
by  Jesus  to  prepare  the  Last  Supper, 
408,  409;  the  Last  Supper,  412-418. 
684,  685;  his  promise  not  to  deny 
Jesus,  490;  in  the  Garden  of  Getli- 
semane  with  Jesus,  421-426;  Jesus 
wakes  him,  423,  425;  cuts  off  the  ear 
of  Malchtts,  account  in  John,  686; 
follows  Jesus  and  enters  the  court- 
yard, 428, 435 ;  denies  his  knowledge 
of  Jesus.  436,  437,  686 ;  Jesus  appears 
to  him,  465,  467,  666,  667 ;  mentioned 
as  the  first  who  saw  Jesus  after  his 
resurrection,  469,  470;  runs  to  the 
sepulchre,  474;  enters  the  tomb  of 
Jesus.  689;  urges  the  choice  of  one 
to  fill  the  place  of  Judas,  484;  his 
first  discourse,  486,  487,  489  ;  rebukes 
Ananias,  490;  account  of  his  action 
towards  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  490- 
492 ;  his  address  to  the  people,  494, 
495 ;  heals  the  cripple,  494 ;  brought 
before  the  Sanhedrim,  495 ;  the  sick 
brought  to  him,  496;  seized  and 
thrown  into  prison,  499 ;  his  miracu- 
lous rescue,  500-502;  legend  of  the 
transfiguration,  502-504;  one  of  the 
"pillars"  of  the  Church,  508,  545, 
548,  582,  583;  Paul's  visit  to  him, 
532  ;  rejects  divine  honors^  540 : 
founds  communities  of  Christians, 
544 ;  one  of  the  chief  members  of  thv 
community  at  Jerusalem.  545,  548; 
recognizes  fellowship  witn  Paul  and 
Barnabas,  549;  his  visit  to  Paul,  and 
action  at  Antioch,  550-553;  account 
of  his  action  at  the  time  of  the  divis- 
ion in  the  community,  as  given  in 
Acts,  553-561;  account  in  Acta  of 
his  having  been  appointed  preacher 
to  the  heaihen,  567 ;  his  vision  of  ih» 
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clean  and  unclean  animals,  558 ;  his 
preaching  at  CaBsarea,  559  :  hiR 
vision  compared  with  that  of  Saul, 
561;  story  showing  Paul's  equality 
with  him,  589 ;  Jewish-Christians 
appeal  to  him,  597;  the  Apostle  of 
the  Jews,  5U8;  story  of  Simon  the 
magician,  617,  618;  said  to  be  the 
fellow-victim  of  Paul,  640;  account 
in  Acts  suddenly  dropped,  64L  ; 
rumors  regarding  him,  042 ;  tra- 
ditions of  11  iff  work  and  death,  645; 
how  represented  bv  the  author  of 
Acts,  660 ;  legend  of  his  being  Bishop 
of  Rome,  661 ;  legend  of  his  martyr- 
dom, 661;  account  of  Jesus  givmg 
him  the  charge  of  the  sheep  of  his 
fold,  666,  667 ;  prediction  that  he  will 
pass  away,  667-669. 

Peter,  First  £pistle  of,  iU  authorship, 
24,  659  ;  its  purpose,  659-661. 

Peter,  Second  Epistle  of,  its  authorship, 
24;  date  ot,  656;  rejected  by 
some  from  the  sacred  canon, 
665. 

Pharaoh,  74. 

Pharisees,  the,  national  party  of  Israel, 
5,  6;  thrown  into  close  relations 
with  Jesus,  10;  struggle  with 
Jesus,  11,  12;  join  the  community 
of  Jesus,  17;  congratulate  Mary  on 
her  wonderful  child,  84 ;  Jesus  meets 
them  at  the  synagogue,  93,  94 ;  study 
the  law  when  in  distress,  98;  how 
thev  regarded  John,  107 ;  represented 
by  Xiatthew  to  have  simulated  their 
interest  in  baptism,  110 ;  their  fasts, 
140,  212;  their  movement  favored 
by  the  Jewish  women,   185;    their 

anestioning  regarding  the  fasts  and 
le  Sabbath,  212-218;  mentioned  by 
Jesus  with  respect,  224;  their  rela- 
tions with  Jesus,  241-262,  276-284, 
288-292 ;  the  places  of  honor  at  meals, 
244;  parable  of  the  Publican  and 
Pharisee,  249-251  ;  tell  Jesus  that 
Herod  means  to  kill  him,  275;  in- 
terrogate Jesus  concerning  his  neg- 
lect of  **  oral  law,"  276-281 ;  demund 
a  sign  of  Jesus,  288,  292;  question 
Jesus  concerning  marriage  and  di- 
vorce, 338-341;  combine  with  the 
Sadducees  against  Jesus,  374-382; 
Jesus's  utterances  against,  384-386; 
the  school  of.  colored  oy  the  influence 
of  the  Scribes,  383;  in  the  Sanhedrim, 
622;  exasperated  against  Jesus,  680, 
681. 

Philadelphia,  Christian  community  es- 
tablished at,  590;  community  ad- 
drei«sed  in  Revelation,  646,  647. 

Philemon,  a  fellow-worker  of  Paul,  590. 


Philemon,  Epistle  of  Paul  to,  90,  637, 
638. 

Philip,  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  180;  called 
by  Jesus,  674;  the  Greeks  ask  access 
to  Jesus,  683. 

Philip,  a  governor,  obtains  possession 
of  the  northern  regions  east  of  the 
Jordan,  4;  date  of  his  death,  4;  re- 
ferred to  by  Mark,  122. 

Philip,  an  evangelist,  consecrated  tc 
the  service  of  Jesus,  506 ;  one  of  th< 
Seven,  506,  512,  543;  the  Mesninh 
preached  to  the  Gentiles,  514,  515; 
nis  work  among  the  Samaritans,  514, 
515;  his  work  in  Samaria,  617;  re- 
ferred to  in  connection  with  Paul's 
conversion,  617,  676;  the  Evaugeli^t, 
his  work  commemorated,  514;  his 
conversion  of  Candftc-e,  515,  516; 
Paul  stays  with  him  at  Caesarea, 
613,  614. 

Philippi,  19;  Paul's  work  there,  564- 
567,  577,  603;  community  at,  founded 
by  Paul,  565. 

Philippians,  the  Letter  of  Paul  to  the, 
20,  638-640;  date  of  letter  to,  638; 
the  Epistle  to,  bears  a  greeting  from 
Timothy  as  well  as  Paul,  638. 

Philo,  his  mention  of  Pilate.  96,  97. 

Phoebe,  converted  by  Paul,  571;  the 
deaconess,  591. 

Phoenicia,  1,  94:  Jesus  joume^-s  in, 
281,  518;  persecuted  Christians  go 
there,  516  ;  Paul  passes  through, 
554;  Paul  sails  for,  613. 

Phoenix,  631. 

Phrygia,  Paul  joumevs  through,  563, 
579;  Gentile<3iristian  communities 
in.  650. 

Phylacteries,  prayer-bands,  250. 

Pilate,  Pontius,  2,  4;  his  character,  96, 
97;  his  tyranny,  99;  the  slaughter 
of  Galilseans,  348;  Jesus  is  brought 
before  him,  439;  questions  Jesus, 
439-444 ;  his  manner  of  hearing  and 
judging  criminals,  439 ;  the  custom  of 
releasing  a  prisoner  at  the  Passover, 
441;  his  endeavor  to  release  Jesus, 
441-443  ;  sentences  Jesus  to  the  cross, 
443;  various  accounts  of  the  trial  of 
Jesus,  443-445;  trial  of  Jesus.  687, 
688;  palace  of,  449;  Joseph  of  Ari- 
roathea  asks  him  for  the  bod^  of 
Jesus,  458,  459 ;  the  people  desire  a 
guard  for  the  tomb  of  Jesus,  479. 

Pisces,  74. 

Pius  IX.,  72. 

Plato,  40. 

Pompeian,  signiflcance  of  its  deriratiiNii 
536. 

Pompey,  8. 

Pontme  Marshes,  634. 
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Pontius  FI]Aie,Bo]iiaii0Dvenior,  4.  See 

Pilate. 
Pontus,  670. 
Pope,  anprenucy  of,  as  Peter's  successor, 

Porcius  Festufl,  4.    See  Festus. 

**  Possession/^  a  nervous  derangement, 
132,  186 ;  the  disease  and  ito  treat- 
ment, 133-136. 

Potter's  Field,  the,  483. 

Praver:  Jesus  goes  into  the  desert  to 
pfav;  136,  137,  138;  custom  of  kneel- 
ing'in,  unknown  to  the  Je>vs,  250; 
how  regarded  by  Jesus,  261-267.  Ute 
"Lord's  Prayer." 

Priests,  division  of,  44. 

Prieste,  "  high  priests,"  the,  371. 

Prisca,  570,  571. 

Priscilla,  570,  571,  579,  593 ;  goes  with 
Paul  to  Ephesus,  572 ;  instructs  Apol- 
los  in  Christianity,  596. 

Prochorus  consecrated  to  the  service  of 
Jesus,  506. 

Prodigal  son,  the.  parable  of,  246-249. 

Prophets,  use  oi  texts  by  the  early 
CnrLstians  in  writing  the  life  of  Jesus, 
37 ;  their  utterances,  103 ;  the  prophetic 
roll,  140 ;  not  taught  to  the  unclean, 
199 :  the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  220, 
221. 

Proselytes,  less  narrow  than  the  Pales- 
tinian Jews,  16;  explanation  of  the 
term,  7. 

Protestants,  their  position  before  the  In- 
quisition, 434. 

Proverbs,  wisdom  of  the,  enters  into 
Alexandrian  philosophy,  669, 670. 

Provinces  of  Kome,  the,  1 ;  division  of, 
under  Augustus,  2. 

Prudentius,  his  "Hymn  for  Epiph- 
any," 74,  75. 

Psalm  xxii.,  how  regarded  by  early 
Christians,  452 ;  ex.  quoted  by  Jesus, 
383;  ex.  applied  to  the  Messiah,  489; 
cxiii.,  cxiv.,  and  cxv.-cxviii.  sung 
at  the  Passover,  413. 

Psalms,  use  of  prophecies  in  writing  the 
life  of  Jesus,  37,  38;  those  sung  at 
the  Passover,  413,  419. 

Ptolemais,  613. 

Publican  and  the  Pharisee,  parable  of, 
249-251. 

Publicans,  the,  198-201 ;  explanation  of 
the  term,  7. 

Publius,  governor  of  Melita,  entertains 
Paul,  633. 

Publius  Sulpicius  Quirinus,  52. 

Purification,  offering  of,  61 ;  sacrifice  of, 
61,  62;  symbol  o^  at  the  crucifixion, 
689. 

Pnrifications,  277. 

Pmedli,  634,  635. 


Pyrrhus,  609,  610. 
Pythagoras,  40. 

*'  QUABAXTAKIA,"  SCene  of  Je8QB*B  001^ 

flict  with  Satan,  322. 
Quartus,  converted  by  Paul,  672. 
Quintus  Sentius  Satuminus,  66. 
Quirinus,  56.     See  Publius. 

Rabbi,  the  title,  141 ;  Jesus  forbids  the 
title,  163. 

Rabbis,  the,  49,  64,  80;  Jesus  among 
them,  81;  learned  some  handicraft, 
90;  their  tliought  of  forgiveness,  161. 

Ramathaim,  458. 

Raphael,  the  angel,  46. 

Redeemer,  accounts  in  the  Apocryphal 
Gospels,  76-78,  84. 

Reformation,  134. 

Registration,  52. 

Religion,  toleration  of  difference  of  be- 
liefs at  Rome,  2,  3;  freedom  in,  436; 
comparative  angelolog>',  46. 133,  378 ; 
doctrine  of  miraculous 'birth,  40,  41. 

Resurrection,  the,  462-464;  predicted. 
328,  332-334,  350;  Jesus  questioned 
concerning  it,  379,  380;  story  of  Jesus 
appearing  to  his  disciples.  464-467 ; 
different  accounts  of,  464-480;  the 
account  considered  and  examined, 
467-477;  passage  from  a  letter  of 
Paul  concerning,  467,  468,  469;  pas- 
sage from  Hebrews  concern ln||r,  468 ; 
another  account  of,  473-481 ;  its  reli- 

fious  significance,  477-481 ;  faith  in, 
eld  by  the  Apostles  and  Jesus,  650 

651. 
ReveUtion,  Book  of,  its  date,  22,  646, 

652;   Book  of,  its  character,  22,  24, 

898,  899,  401 ;  ascribed  to  John,  645  ; 

the  book  examined  as  to  contents  and 

purpose,  646,  647 ;  description  of  the 

second  coming  of  Christ,  652-655  ; 

rejected   by  some  from  the   sacred 

canon,  665. 
Rhegium,  634. 
Rhine,  the,  1. 
Rhoda,  500. 
Rhodes,  613. 
Rich  man,  the,  and  his  steward,  parable 

of,  396,  397. 
Riches,  mentioned  by  Jesus,  344. 
Robbers,  the  two  to  be  crucified  with 

Jesus,  447,  451,  459,  688,  689:  their 

talk  with  Jesus  on  the  cross,  453. 
Rolls,  the  prophetic,  140. 
Roman  Carnival,  the,  67. 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  319,  340.    Set 

Church  and  Catholic  Church. 
Roman  Catholics  celebrate  Chriftmai 

Eve,  68. 
Roman  choiches,  excesses  in,  366. 
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Koraan  dtisea,  tbe,  title  oi;  1,  S;  the 
right  of,  627. 

Roman  Empire,  1-8, 69;  its  Ungnege,  3; 
comparea  to  the  Conqueror  in  RevelA- 
tion,  653;  represented  as  a  monster 
with  seven  heads  in  Revelation,  654. 

Roman  government,  the,  198. 

Roman  senate,  the,  2. 

Romans,  the,  their  religion  at  the  time 
of  Angostus,  2,  3;  date  of  estab- 
lishment in  Judsa,  8 ;  sought  by  the 
Sadducees,  5 ;  custom  of  pronouncing 
judgment,  439;  custom  of  carrying 
out  the  sentence  of  death,  447 ;  cruci- 
fixion introduced  into  Judsa  by 
them,  449 ;  custom  of  denying  burial 
to  crucified  offenders,  458 ;  represented 
as  more  friendly  to  the  gospel  than 
the  Jews,  572. 

Romans.  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the,  20, 573, 
606-609 ;  fifteenth  chapter  of,  609 ;  the 
sixteenth  chapter  of,  691 ;  date  of  the 
tending  of  Paul's  Epistle  to,  609 ;  im- 
pression made  by  Paul's  letter,  635 ; 
expr^sions  borrowed  from,  648. 

Rome,  its  ancient  power,  1;  govern- 
ment of  the  provinces,  2;  division  of 
the  provinces,  2 ;  religious  toleration, 
2,  3 ;  decree  of  the  census,  52,  55,  56 ; 
celebrntion  of  Christmas  Day,  when 
first  observed,  66 ;  man  not  important 
as  an  individual,  173 ;  possible  oiinn 
of  the  name  Christian,  536 ;  Paul  de- 
termines to  visit  the  city,  605;  Paul 
a  prisoner  two  years  at,  625 ;  the  right 
of  a  Roman  ci^zen,  627 ;  Paul  a  pris- 
oner, 634-637;  Paul  arrives  in  the 
cit^r.  634;  Paul  works  for  the  gospel 
while  a  prisoner  at  Rome,  638,  639; 
Christians  hated  in,  640-642 :  outburst 
of  infamy  under  Nero,  640-642 ;  date 
of  the  terrible  fire,  641;  persecution 
of  the  Christians,  641,  642 ;  how  re- 
garded in  Revelation,  646;  its  fall 
predicted  in  Revelation,  654;  her  war 
with  the  Lamb.  654;  leeend  of  Peter's 
bishopric,  661;  rise  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  661-665;  the  bishop  of,  664. 

Rome,  Community  at,  rumor  of  its 
foundine,  645. 

Romulus,  40,  74. 

Rufus,  448,  591. 

Ruler  of  the  Synagogue,  198. 

S ABBAS,  484,  554. 

Sabbath,  the,  Jesus' s  view  of  the  precepts 
of  the  Jews  concerning  the  dav,  10; 
at  Capernaum,  130, 131, 136,  13V ;  the 
service  at  the  synagogue,  140 ;  observ- 
ance of,  bv  Jesus,  212,  214-219 ;  how 
observed  ov  Jesus,  251,  275;  the  first 
day  of  theVeek  takes  its  place,  662; 


Jesoi  charged  with  deeecrating  tiie 
day^679.681. 

Sacnnoe,  8;  of  purification,  61,  62; 
Jesus's  view  of,  218,  219;  a  pre- 
eminent act  of  religion,  219. 

Sadducees,  the,  aristocntical  par^  of 
Israel,  6,  6,  43,  327;  not  at  fint 
thrown  in  contact  with  J  esus,  10 ;  asree 
with  the  governor,  98 ;  represented  by 
Matthew  to  have  simulated  their  in- 
terest in  baptism,  110 ;  pajr  little  atbea- 
tion  to  Jesus,  242;  combine  with  the 
Pharisees  against  Jesus,  374-^382; 
question  Jesus  on  the  resurrection, 
379;  how  regarded  by  Jesus,  396; 
their  golden  dinner-servic^  389; 
probably  present  at  Jesus's  trial.  480; 
disturbed  by  the  preaching  of  Peter, 
495 ;  in  the  Sanhedrim,  622. 

Saint  Nicholas's  Dav,  observance  oL 
67,  68. 

Saint  Paul's  Bay,  638. 

Salamis,  537. 

Salem,  the  dyer,  84. 

Salmone,  cape,  631. 

Salome,  a  follower  of  Jesus,  186,  473 ; 
at  the  cross,  451. 

Salome,  step-daughter  of  Herod,  971; 
her  identity,  272. 

Salvation,  the  Greek  expression  for,  61; 
Jesus  questioned  oonceming,  342-846 ; 
baptism  necessary  to,  658. 

Samaria,  ^iven  to  Arehelaus,  8,  4; 
again  joined  to  the  rest  of  Judea,  4 ; 
made  a  Roman  province,  56;  census 
of,  89;  riseof  a  leader,  99;  persecuted 
Christians  take  refuge  in,  509;  the 
work  of  Philip  the  Evangelist,  514- 
516 ;  the  missionary  journey  of  Jesus 
unhistorical,  542;  Paul  journeys 
through,  554 ;  Jesus's  interview  with 
the  woman  at  the  well,  677 :  the  story 
of  the  woman  at  the  well  and  its 
signification,  677.  678 ;  Jesus  received 
and  believed  in,  678. 

Samaritan,  parable  of  "the  good  Sa- 
maritan," 298-300. 

Samaritans,  the,  hated  by  the  mass  of 
the  Jews,  6;  detested  by  nuiny,  94, 
184;  refuse  to  receive  Jews,  192;  re- 
lations of  Jesus  with  them,  293-311; 
preaching  of  Philip,  514;  how  con- 
sidered by  the  Jews,  515 ;  not  on  a  par 
with  the  Jews,  677. 

SamOsi,  611. 

Samotiirace,  564. 

SamsQU,  40,  48. 

Samuel,  similarity  in  the  account  of,  to 
that  of  Jesus's  youth,  83;  the  pro- 
phetic roll,  140. 

Sanhedrim,  the,  6,  6,  14,  69,  226,  277, 
331,  350,  367, 458;  its  members,  871; 
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jiembera  hold  a  coancil  to  dispose  of 
Jesus,  3d2;  trial  of  Jesus,  428-433; 
reassemble,  437,  438;  judge  the  dis- 
ciples, 495-498 ;  trial  of  Stephen,  507, 
508,  510;  Paul  asks  for  a  commission 
to  go  to  Damascus,  622,  523;  as- 
seinble  to  judge  Paul,  621 ;  a  depu- 
tation from,  appears  against  him  at 
Csesarea,  625,  626 ;  complain  of  Paul 
to  Festus,  627. 

Santa  Glaus,  origin  and  use  of  the 
name,  67,  68. 

Sapphinh  story  of,  490-492. 

Sarah,  44,  46,  47. 

Sardis,  Christian  community  estab- 
lished iu,  590 ;  community  addressed 
in  Revelation,  646,  647. 

Sarepta,  235. 

Satan,  22,  86.  136;  the  conflict  with 
Jesus,  and  the  meaning  of  the  stoi^, 
321-324 ;  miracles  to  be  done  in  his 
name,  652. 

Saturday,  the  service  at  the  83magogue, 
140. 

Saturnalia,  the,  67. 

Saturninus,  Quintus  Sentius,  56. 

Satumus,  67. 

Saul,  receives  the  name  of  Paul,  537. 
See  Paul. 

Saviour,  the  Greek  expression  for,  61. 

**  Sayings  of  the  Lord,^'  30. 

Scandinavia.  435. 

Sceva,  a  hign  priest,  590. 

Scribes,  the,  6,  63,  69,  83,  84,  92,  163; 
teachers  of  Jesus,  10;  their  formal- 
ism, 14;  in  Galilee  94;  studv  the 
Law  when  in  distress,  98;  spoke  on 
the  authority  of  Scripture,  130;  in 
the  synagogue,  140,  141;  have  their 
adherents,  178;  their  displeasure  at 
Jesus  eating  with  publicans,  200, 201; 
their  astonishment  at  Jesus' s  forgive- 
ness of  sins.  204 ;  their  influence,  219; 
mentioned  ov  Jesus  with  respect,  224 ; 
interrogate  Jesus  concerning  his  neg- 
lect of  ^*  oral  law,"  276-281 ;  demand 
a  sign  of  Jesus,  288-292;  Jesus 
makes  them  his  enemies  by  cleansing 
the  temple,  367;  belong  to  the  San- 
hedrim, 371;  their  attitude  towards 
Jesus  at  Jerusalem,  374,  375;  the 
judgment  of  Jesus  concemin|^  the 
adidteresa,  376,  377 ;  attacked  m  ar- 
gument by  Jesus,  383-386;  Jesus*s 
utterances  against,  884-386;  at  the 
trial  of  Jesus,  430. 

Scriptures,  taught  to  Jewish  children. 
93;  Jesus's  stud^  of,  98,  94;  read 
and  expounded  in  the  synagogue. 


140,  141;    handled  by  HUlei; 
Jews'  reverence  for,  6/9. 
Scythopolis,  town  of  Ualilee,  94. 


Secundua,  568,  609,  610. 

Selencia,  537. 

Senate,  the  Roman,  2. 

Seneca.  572. 

Sepulchres,  whited,  384,  385. 

Sergins  Paulas,  537. 

*' Sermon  on  the  Mount,"  the,  141, 156, 
163,  164,  168,  224,  231,  339. 

Seven,  the,  506,  511-513;  recognised 
as  the  leifulers  of  the  Grecian  Jews, 
511. 

Seventy,  story  of  its  appointment  and 
work,  in  Luke,  542,  543;  their  pres- 
ervation of  the  community  at  Jerusa 
lem,  545. 

Shalmaneser,  7. 

Shammai,  219,  220;  revives  the  cos 
torn  of  washing  the  hands  before  and 
after  eating,  277;  views  of,  on  di- 
vorce, 339. 

Sharon,  plain  of,  613. 

Sheba,  Queen  of,  303. 

Shechem,  336,  677. 

Sheep,  fallen  into  a  hole,  parable  of, 
216,  217. 

Sheep-gate,  the,  360,  449,  678. 

Shepherds,  the,  53,  54,  64. 

Shiloh,  81,  83. 

Shoemakers,  business  followed  by  some 
of  the  Rabbis,  90. 

Sicily,  634. 

Sidon,  235,  259.  282,  303,  501,  630. 

Sign,  Jesus  asked  to  give  a  "sign," 
285.  288-292';  of  Jona,  802,  803; 
"  the  sign,"  303. 

**  Signs  of  the  times  "  289. 

Silas,  accompanies  Paul  on  a  mission- 
ary tour,  19,  554.  564;  thrown  into 
prison,  and  his  deliverance,  565,  566: 
remains  at  Berea,  568;  rejoins  Paul 
at  Corinth,  571;  his  labors  at  Cor- 
inth, 571,  573;  entrusted  with  the 
First  Epistle  of  Peter,  669. 

Si  loam,  falling  of  the  tower  mentioned 
by  Jesus,  348. 

Siloam,  Pool  of,  681. 

Silvanus,  573;  information  regardinir 
him,  642. 

Simeon,  his  prediction  regarding  Jesus, 
62,63;  beholds  the  Messiah.  62;  ut- 
ters a  song  of  praise,  62 ;  the  story 
of,  considered,  63-66. 

Simeon  Niger^  536. 

Simon,  a  magician,  story  of,  617,  618. 

Simon,  a  Pharisee,  Jesus  at  his  house, 
205-208;  Jesus  anointed  at  his  house 
by  the  woman  said  to  be  Mary  Mag- 
dalen, 205-208;  his  horror  of  Jesus, 
246,246. 

Simon,  brother  of  Jesus,  238. 

Simon,  the  leper,  host  of  Jesus,  370; 
Jesus  anointed  by  the  woman  with 
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the  alabaster  yase  at  his  house,  405- 
407,683. 

Simon  of  BethaDy,  185 ;  owner  of  the 
garden  of  Gethsemane,  185. 

Simon  of  Cyreue,  comj>eIIed  to  cany 
the  cross  of  Jesus,  448 ;  conjecture  of 
his  discipleship,  44S;  mentioned  as 
the  father  of  Rufus,  448,  591. 

Simon  Peter,  his  surname,  181.  See 
Peter. 

Simon  the  Canaauite,  the  Apostle,  story 
in  the  Apocrypha,  86;  a  disciple  of 
Jesus,  180;  oelonged  to  the  party 
of  the  Zelots,  181. 

Sin  offering,  61. 

Sinai,  Mount,  Moses  and  the  covenant 
with  the  Lord,  16,  212,  276,  416,  487, 
508;  Moses  compared  with  Jesus, 
141,  322. 

Sinners,  the,  explanation  of  the  term, 
7,  197-199;  especially  drawn  to  Je- 
sus, 196-200;  relations  of  Jesus  with 
them,  245.  246,  275;  Jesus's  conduct 
towflurds  tnem  offensive  to  the  Phari- 
sees. 245,  246;  conversion  of,  289. 

Sinterklaas,  corruption  of  St.  Nicholas, 
67. 

Sion,  483. 

Sion,  Monnt,  654. 

Smiths,  90. 

Sm;Tna,  592;  Christianity  established 
in,  590;  community  of,  addressed  in 
Revelation,  646,  647- 

Socrates,  570. 

Sodom,  259,  303. 

Solomon,  signification  of  name,  61 ;  a 
book  on  the  healing  art,  attributed  to 
him,  133;  quoted  by  Jesus,  169;  sign 
of,  302,  303. 

Solomon,  Song  of,  118. 

Solomon's  Colonnade,  496. 

*'Son  of  David,''  35,  45,  208,  383, 
518. 

Son  of  God,  670,  671. 

'*Son  of  Man,"  the  use  of  the  term, 
199,  214,  252,  314,  315,  325,  330,331, 
350,  352,  354,  414,  426,  432. 

Sopater,  568,  609,  610. 

Sosthenes,  572,  590;  the  letter  to  the 
Corinthians,  599. 

Sower,  the  parable  of,  153;  companion 
parable  ot,  644. 

Spain,  435,  605. 

Spirit,  gender  of  the  Hebrew  word  for, 
67.    B«e  Holy  Spirit. 

Siachys,  591. 

Star  of  Bethlehem,  the,  68,  69,  72-74, 
76. 

Stephanas,  his  household  baptized  by 
Paul,  571;  co-worker  of  Paul,  599. 

•Stephen,  16;  proclaims  a  higher  relig- 
ion upon  the  return  of  Jesus  as  the 


Messiah,  16;  his  party  take  refnge  at 
Antioch,  17 ;  pioneer  of  the  broader 
school  of  the  followers  of  Jesus,  18; 
consecrated  to  the  service  of  Jesus, 
606;  his  earnest  preaching,  506,  607; 
tried  by  the  Council,  607, 506:  stoned 
to  death,  509;  the  story  of  his  trial 
considered,  509-511;  significance  of, 
514. 

Stephen,  Day  for  the  commemoratioii 
of  his  martyrdom,  66. 

Stoics,  570. 

Sunday,  Easter,  363. 

Sunday,  Palm,  363. 

Supper,  the,  and  invited  guests,  parable 
of,  305. 

Supper,  the  Lord's  Supper,  413-418, 
662,  679,  680,  684,  685. 

Susanna,  a  follower  of  Jesus,  186. 

Swine,  how  regarded  by  the  Jews,  575. 

Svcamore  tree,  the  legend  of,  78. 

Sychar,  677. 

Synagogue,  the,  93 ;  structure  and  cus- 
'touis  of,  140:  the  prophetic  rolls,  140; 
its  rulers  and  elders,  198 ;  its  grow- 
ing power,  219 ;  tlie  Great  Synagogue, 
277. 

S}'nopticaI  Gospels,  the,  27--88,  378: 
used  by  the  author  of  the  Fourth 
Gospel,' 673;  account  of  time  of  Je- 
sus's  death,  684. 

Syntyche,  566;  exhorted  by  Paul,  640. 

S^Tacuse,  634. 

S3'ria,  1,  3,  4,  9,  76,  125;  communities 
'of  Jews  established  in,  7;  Antioch, 
the  capital  of,  17,  516 :  governor  of, 
at  time  of  Jesus's  birth,  56 ;  mission 
of  Paul  in,  533-541,  555,  563;  colib- 
ion  between  the  Christian  schools, 
547. 

Syrtis,  631. 

Tabernacles,  Feast  of,  362,  680. 

Tabitha,  657. 

Tabor,  237. 

Tailors,  the  business  of,  followed  by 
some  of  the  Rabbis,  90. 

Talent,  meaning  of,  165. 

Talents,  parable  of  the^  165,  166. 

Talmud,  the,  27, 133,  277 ;  menUon  of 
Jesus  in,  78 ;  accounts  of  public  teach- 
ing, 92 ;  classes  known  as  *'  the  peo- 
ples of  the  land,"  199;  story  of  Hulel, 
219, 220 ;  evidences  of  Jesus's  trial  in. 
untrustworthv,  429 ;  number  of  hooaei 
of  prayer  in  Jerusalem,  506. 

Tanners^  business  of,  followed  byaoBM 
of  the  Rabbis,  90. 

Tarichea,  125. 

Tarsus,  506,  521,  620. 

Tavium.  563. 

Tax-collectors,  the,  7. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX   OF   SUBJECTS. 


747 


femple,  the,  date  of  the  defitruction  of, 
in  the  revolt  under  Gressios  Floras,  4; 
that  of  Zerabbabel  thrown  down,  and 
a  new  one  erected  by  Herod,  3 ;  storv 
of  Jesus  at  the  age  of  twelve,  79-8^; 
dear  to  the  Israelite,  360;  Jesus  en- 
ters the,  363,  364;  the  traffic  cnrried 
on  in  the,  365,  366 ;  Jesus  expels  the 
traders,  366,  367 ;  Jesus's  saying,  of 
his  power  to  raise  it  in  three  days, 
367,  676;  Jesus  teaches  in,  371-382, 
393-395,  680-^82 :  the  free-will  offer- 
ings, 394 ;  attachment  of  the  people 
to,  431. 

Temptations  of  Jesus,  321-324. 

Ten  Commandments,  the.  referred  to  by 
Jesus,  226,  227,  278,  280,  343. 

Tertullus,  conducts  the  case  against 
Paul,  625,  626. 

Testament.  See  New  Testament,  and 
Old  Testament 

Thaddaeus.  181 ;  name  sometimes  sub- 
stituted for  that  of  Lebbieus,  181. 

Thessalonians,  First  Epistle  to,  23,  573 ; 
if  genuine,  one  of  tne  earliest  speci- 
mens of  Cnristian  literature,  573. 

Thessalonians,  Second  Epistle  to  the, 
23,  651,  652. 

T^iessalonica,  19;  community  of  be- 
lievers established  by  Paul,  567. 

TUeudas,  497,  498,  499. 

T^iomas,  account  in  the  Apocrypha  of 
Jesus  in  the  temple,  83,  84. 

Thomas,  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  180;  on 
the  Galilsean  Sea,  666 ;  accompanies 
Jesus  to  Bethany,  682;  his  aoubts 
quieted  by  Jesus,  690. 

"Thornbush,"  chapter  of  the,  379,  380. 

Thrace,  564. 

Three  l^ngs,  feast  of,  78. 

Three  Taverns,  the,  634,  635. 

Thursday,  the  dav  on  which  Moses  as- 
cended Mount  Sinai,  212. 

Thyatira,  564;  Christian  community  es- 
tablished in,  590;  community  at^  ad- 
dressed in  Revelation,  646,  6*47. 

Tiberias,  Sea  of,  124,  125. 

Tiberias,  town  of  Galilee,  94, 123,  137. 

Tiberius,  96, 97 ;  his  name  on  a  Roman 
coin,  376. 

Timieus,  his  son,  355. 

Timon,  consecrated  to  the  service  of 
Jesus,  506. 

Timotheus,  accompanies  Paul  on  a, 
missionary  tour,  19;  follower  of  Paul, 
534,  539. 

Timothy,  companion  of  Paul,  555,  563, 
564,  609,  610;  sent  to  Thessalonica, 
568;  rejoins  Paul  at  Corinth,  571 ;  his 
labors  at  Corinth,  571,  573;  fellow- 
laborer  of  Paul,  543,  590;  recom- 
mended to  the  Corinthians  by  Paul, 


599;  sent  to  Macedonia  and  Achaia, 
602 ;  with  Paul  in  Rome,  638 ;  joins  in 
the  greeting  to  the  Philippians  in  the 
epistle  to,  638;  Paul's  confidence  in, 
639 ;  a  prisoner,  and  his  release,  642. 

Tunothy,  ^istles  to,  their  authorship, 
23. 

Timothy,  First  Epistle,  a  pastoral  epis- 
tle, 668. 

Hmothy,  Second  Epistle,  a  pastoral 
epistle,  663;  letter  to,  in  the  second 
of  Timothy,  637. 

Titus,  accompanies  Paul  and  Barnabas 
to  Jerusalem,  18;  follower  of  Paul, 
534,  543;  accompanies  Paul  to  Jera- 
lem,  547;  the  centre  of  a  dispute  be- 
tween Paul  and  the  party  at  Jerusa- 
lem, 548,  555;  returns  to  Antioch. 
550;  possibly  a  companion  of  Paul 
in  his  missionary  labors,  562; 
fellow-laborer  of  Paul,  590;  de- 
spatched to  Corinth,  602 ;  returns  to 
Paul,  602,  603;  companion  of  Paul, 
609  ;  records  circumstance  about 
Eutychus,  611 ;  his  narrative  regard- 
ing'PauPs  visit  to  Jerusalem,  611, 
613-615;  his  narrative  modified  in 
Acts,  633,  634 ;  reported  to  be  labor- 
ing in  Crete  and  Ualmatia,  642. 

Titus,  Epistle  to,  its  authorship,  28 ;  a 
pastoral  epistle,  663. 

Tombs,  how  regarded  by  the  Jewa, 
575. 

Traitor's  Hill,  the,  449. 

Transfiguration,  the^  502-504. 

Transjordanic  distnct,  the,  104,  115, 
682. 

Treasure-house,  the,  394. 

Trinity,  rise  of  the  doctrine  of  the, 
671. 

Troas,  563,  564,  579,  602,  612;  Paul 
spends  a  week  here,  611. 

Trogyllium,  Cape,  611,  612. 

Trophimus,  609,  610,  619. 

Tryphena,  591. 

Tryphosa,  591. 

Twelfth  Night,  Feast  of,  78. 

Twelve,  the,  their  names,  127.  128, 178, 
180, 181 ;  their  relations  with  Jesus, 
178-184, 190-196 ;  significance  of  the 
number,  180 ;  their  occupations,  180, 
181;  distinctions  between  "disciples  " 
and  Apostles,  180;  their  number  filled 
by  the  choice  of  Matthias,  484; 
spoken  of  in  Corinthians  and  Keveia- 
tion,  485 ;  recognized  by  the  Hebrews 
at  Jerusalem  as  their  leaders,  511; 
their  views  differ  from  those  of  Paul, 
530;  Paul's  acquaintance  with,  ao> 
count  in  Acts,  533 ;  allow  their  task  to 
pass  to  the  Seventv,  545 ;  their  atti- 
tude toward  Paul,  583,  584{  azalted 
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in  Berelationf  646 ;  their  authority  not 
recognized  by  Marcion  and  his  party, 
667;  their  authority  not  contested 
after  the  death  of  Paul.  658;  asked 
by  JesuB  not  to  forsake  nim,  680 ;  see 
and  hear  Jesus  after  hiscnicifixion, 
690.    jS«e  Apostles  and  Disciples. 

Two  Commandments,  the,  381,  383. 

TychicuB,  590,  609,  610. 

TyrannuB,  589. 

Tyre,  259,  281,  283,  303,  501,  612,  613. 

**  Umcleav,**  explanation  of  the  term, 
7.  17,  199;  dread  of  becoming  un- 
clean, 277,  278. 

Universal  (Catholic)  Church,  the,  21, 
22. 

University  of  Jerusalem,  6,  98,  140. 

Urbanus,  591. 

Uriel,  the  angel,  46. 

Veronioa,  legend  of  her  handkerchief, 

448. 
Via  Dolorota,  the,  449. 
Vienna  (in  (jaul),  4. 
Vineyard  and  the  laborers,  parable  of. 

Virgins,  the  foolish,  parable  of,  403- 

Vision,  the  meaning  of,  among  Biblical 
writers,  119. 

Wafer,  the,  418. 
Wandering  Jew,  the,  448,  449. 
Water,  turned  to  wine,  miracle  of,  232, 

233,  676 ;  Jesus  walking  on  the,  268, 

269,  679 ;  flowing  from  Jesus'B  side, 

the  symbol   of   purification  at  the 

crucinxion,  689. 
Wedding  feast,  the,  parable  of,  304. 
Wedding  garment,  tne,  parable  of,  807, 

308. 
Weihnachten,  68. 
Well,  the,  of  Nazareth.  90. 
Whited  sepulchres,  384,  385. 
Whitsuntide,  feast  of,  66. 
Widow,  the  mite  given  to  the  poor,  394. 
Widow  and  the  judge,  parable  of,  656. 
Wine,  symbol  oi  Jesus' s  blood  in  the 

Lord's  Supper,  41&-418,  679. 
Wisdom,  the  word  called  Logos,  670. 
"Wisdom  of  (Sod,"  399. 
Wisdom  of  Solomon,  enters  into  the 

Alexandrian  philosophy,  669, 670. 
Witchei,  belief  b,  184. 


Woeful  way.  the,  449. 

Woman  ana  the  loet  coin,  parable  o4^ 
210. 

Women,  0>urt  of  the,  394. 

Women,  humiliated  by  customs  of  mar- 
riage and  divorce,  *339;  dignitr  and 
rignts  oL  in  Jeeus's  mind,  84i;  ad- 
dressed by  Jesus  on  hia  way  to  the 
cross,  448. 

Word,  the,  669;  how  used  in  the  Fourth 
(Sospel,  670,  671-673;  made  fleah, 
67i  675. 

Worship,  image-worehip,  2. 

Yahweh,  6;  attempt  to  effect  a  niiioii 
between  the  religion  of,  and  the 
Greek  philosophy,  7;  his  worship 
bought  to  be  desecrated  by  Jesiia*a 
intercourse  with  the  unclean,  11;  old 
prophecies  concerning,  49,  103.  109, 
110.  143,  416;  the  servant  o£,  de- 
scribed by  the  second  Isaiah,  198, 
197 ;  his  coming  expected  by  John, 
255. 

Tezua,  60. 

Yule  feast,  67. 

Yule-log,  the,  67. 

Zacceleub,  14 ;  greeted  by  Jeaoa,  858, 

354;storyof,  355,  356. 
Zachariah,  father  of  John  the  Baptist, 

43-46;   account   of   his  vision,  44; 

struck  dumb,  45;  regains  speech,  46; 

Btoiy  of,  considered,  46-51;  his  song 

of  praise,  47,  102. 
Zealots,  the,  4,  5,  6,  378;  their  par^ 

watchword,  4,  7.    Sec  Zelots. 
Zebedee,  127,  128;  sons  ol  129,  180. 

310,  421,  666;  his  wife  a  follower  ol 

Jesus,  186,  351;   his  sons  rebaked 

310. 
Zebedens,  621. 
Zechariah,  his  murder,  referred  to  in 

Luke,  399. 
Zechariah,  the  prophet,  483;  folfilment 

of  a  prophecy,  361,  362. 
Zelot,  appellation  of  Simon  the  Canaan- 

Zelots,  the,  181.    See  Zealots. 
Zerubbabel,    the    temple    of,   tluowa 

down,  8. 
Zeus,  539. 
Zion,  Mount,  8. 
Zodiac,  the,  74. 
Zoroaster,  40,  76. 
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1  CHRONICLES, 
xvi.  36 263 
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viii.  17 
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263 
60 
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r.6. 
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ui.  8 38 

vi.  12 38 

ix.  9 361 

xi.  12, 13  ...    .  410 

xii.  8 38 

xii.  10 689 

xiii.  1  .    •    .         •  104 
xiii.  4  ...         .101 

xiii.  7  .    .         .  418 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TABLE   OF   BIBLE   PASSAGES. 


751 


IIAIACHI. 
ik  i      .         .        48,265 

ui.  S 101 

i=.  17 106 

iv.  1 101 
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61 
101 
49 


1  MACCABEES, 
iv.  46    .    .    .    .112,290 
iz.  27   .    .    .    .112,290 
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i.21  . 
i.28  . 
ii.  .  . 
ii.  1.  . 
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.  110 
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vi.  1-6.    . 
vi.  5      .    . 
ri.  7-13     . 
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vii.  9-11    . 
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vii.  16  .    . 
vii.  16-20  . 
vii.  18-20  . 
vii.  19  .    . 
vii.  21  .    . 
vii.  22,28 
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.  311 

.  50 

.  325 

.  192 

.  190 

.  177 

.  315 

.  502 
50 

.  192 

.  120 

.  192 
50 

.  325 

.  50 

.  51 

.  178 

.  134 

.  135 

.  335 

.  330 

.  192 

.  335 

.  191 

.  162 

.  91 

.  174 

.  576 

.  583 

167, 393 

.  175 

.  164 

.  335 

.  339 

.  91 

.  116 

.  844 

.  191 

.  191 

.  196 

.  847 

.  192 

.  191 

.  192 

.  162 

.  357 

.  893 

.  867 

.  370 

.  898 

.  194 

.  266 

161, 264 

111,370 


xi.  30    . 
xi.32    . 
xi.  33    . 
zii.  1    . 
xii.  1-12 
xii.  13-34a 
xii.  14  . 
xii.28ff 
xii  34b-40 
xii.  35-37 
xii.  37  . 
xii.  41-44 
xiii.  1^  ff 
xiii.  3  . 
xiii.  5  ff 
xiii.  9-18 
xiii  26 . 
xiii.  33^7 
xiii.  35 . 
xiv.  1,  2 
xiv.  3-9 
xiv.  10-25 
xiv.  26-52 
xiv.  28 . 
xiv.  32  ff 
xiv.  38 . 
xiv.  41 . 
xiv.  63-72 
xiv.  62 . 
XV.  1     . 
XV.  l-20a 
XV.  20b-47 
XV.  25  . 
XV.  40,  41 
XV.  41  . 
XV.  43  . 
xvi. 

xvi.  7  . 
xvi.  9-20 
xvi.  11 . 
xvi.  13. 
xvi.  13b 
xvi.  14 . 
xvi.  15 . 
xvi.  17, 18 


.  105 
108,  111 

.  107 

.  297 

.  382 

.  370 

.  89 

.  300 

.  382 

.  38 

.  40(1 

.  393 

.  393 

.  181 
643,652 

.  393 

.  315 

.  393 


207, 393 

.  407 

.  419 

.  470 

.  261 

.  264 

.  421 

.  428 

.  815 

.  438 

.  437 

.  447 

.  447 

.  185 

.  185 

.  429 

.  462 

469,470 

.  471 

.  471 

.  471 

.  465 

.  471 

.  293 

.  194 


i.  1-4 
i.  5-25  , 
i.  15.  . 
i.  26-56 
i.  28.  . 
i.  30.  . 
L31.  . 
L38.  . 
i.  42.  . 
i.45.  . 
i.  46-55 
L  57-80 
i.  68-79 
i.  80. 


LUKE. 


158 
42 

117 
51 
92 
92 
60 
92 
92 
92 
92 
43 

102 

83 

iLl-6 56 


ii.  1-iO.   . 

.      51 

ii.  6 .    •    .    . 

.    .      55 

ii.  14     .    .    . 

.    .    861 

ii.  19,    .    .    . 

.    .      tf2 

ii.  21,  22,  23,  24 

.      60 

ii.  21-39    .    . 

.      59 

ii.27     .     .     . 

56 

ii.39     .    .     . 

55,60 

ii.40     .     .     . 

.     .      83 

ii.  40-52    .     . 

.      79 

ii.41     .     .     . 

.     .      60 

ii.  41-48    .     . 

.       5(S 

ii.  43     .    .     . 

.     .      99 

ii.  48-51     .     . 

.     .      99 

ii.  50     .    .     . 

.     .      57 

ii51  .    .    .     . 

.     .    92 

iii.  1-18     .     . 

.     .      9G 

iii.  7-9  ..    . 

.     .     109 

iii.  9      .    .     . 

.     .    160 

iii.  15, 16  .    . 

.     H>9 

iii.  15-18  .     . 

.     .     109 

uL17    .     .    .    , 

.     109 

iii.  19,  20  .    . 

.     .    129 

iii.  21    .     .     . 

118,961 

iii.  21,  22  . 

.     119 

iii.  23    .     .     . 

.    56,126 

iiL  23-38  .    . 

.     .      35 

iv.1-13     .    . 

.     .    811 

iv.  14, 15  .    . 

.    .     122 

iv.  16    .     .     . 

.      93 

iv.  16,  17  .     . 

.      93 

iv.  16-30  .     . 

.     .    234 

iv.  18,  19  .    . 

.     .     120 

iv.  18-21  .     . 

.    210 

iv.  22    .    .     . 

.      56 

iv.  23    .    .    . 

.    236 

iv.  23,  24  .     . 

.     .      40 

iv.24    .    .     . 

.     .      99 

iv.  25,  26  .     . 

.      49 

iv.  26-97   .    . 

.     .    309 

iv.81    .    .     . 

.     .    236 

iv.81-v.ll    . 

.     122 

iv.  40,  41  .    . 

.     136 

iv.44   .    .    . 

.     137 

V.  1.     .     .     . 

.     139 

V.  13-82    .    . 

.     .     196 

V.  15     .    .    . 

.     136 

V.  16     .    .    .    . 

.    261 

V.  17     ... 

186,  276 

V.38     .     .     . 

.107,108 

v.8a-vi.  11    . 

.    .     211 

V.  34     .    .    . 

.    193 

vi.4.    .    .    . 

.    218 

vi.  12-16   .    . 

.     178 

vi.  18    .    .    . 

.     180 

vi.  17    .    .    . 

.     149 

vi.  17-19   .    . 

.   .   im 

vi.  20-96  .    . 

.     liK» 

vi.24    .    .    . 

.    388 

vi.  27-36  .    .    . 

.     219 

vi.  32-34  .    .    . 

198,199 

vi.  37,  38  .    .    . 

.     16( 
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▼i.41,43 
▼i.  43-45 
vi.  4«    . 
vi.  47-49 
vii.  1-10 
▼ii.  8-6 
vii.  3    . 
vii.  6    . 
vii.  6  ff. 
vii.  11-17 
vii.  18-30  , 
vii.  18-36 
vii.  21   . 
vii.  24  . 
vii.  29   . 
vii.  31-36 
vii.  32 
vii.  33 
vii.  34 
vu.36 
vii.  36-60  . 
vii.  40 
vii.  41,  42 . 
vii.  42  , 
vii.  47,  48. 
viii.  1-8 
viii.  4-16 
viii.  5-8 
viii.  9, 10 
viii.  11-15 
viii.  16  . 
viii.  18  . 
viiL  19  . 
viii.  19-21. 
viii.  21 . 
viii.  22-25 . 
viii.  26-39 
viii.  41,  42 
viii.  43-48 
viii    49-56 
ix.  1-6. 
ix.  7-9  . 
ix.  10-17 
ix.  11    . 
ix.  18-21 
ix.  19    . 
ix.  22-27 
ix.  24   . 
ix.  26    . 
ix.  27    . 
ix.  28-36 
ix.  80   . 
ix.  35    . 
ix.  37-43a 
ix.  39    . 
ix.  40   . 
ix.  43-46 
ix.  46   . 
ix.  48   . 
ix.  49,  50 
ix.  51,  52  , 
ix.  51-62 


.  161 

.  160 

.  159 

139, 154 

.  292 

.  561 

.  309 

.  309 

.  309 

.  287 

.  253 

.  Ill 

.  136 

.  108 

108,256 

.  241 

.  91 

.  108 

199,201 

.  139 

.  196 

.  147 

.  207 

.  147 

.  207 

178,  185 

.  139 

.  153 

.  143 

.  153 

.  164 

.  146 

.  91 
92,234 

.  191 

.  259 

.  562 


.  178 

.  270 
139,  148 

.  136 

.  311 

.  50 

.  325 

.  190 

.  177 

.  316 

.  502 

.  50 

.  120 

.  178 

.  134 

.  135 

.  330 

.  191 

.  174 

.  676 
309 

.  178 


ix.  51-xviii.  14 

ix.  66,  57 

X.  1 

X.  Iff   . 

X.2.    . 

X.  3.     . 

X.  10     . 

X.  12-15 

X.  17-20 

X.  19    . 

X.  21     . 

X.  22    . 

X.  23,  24 

X.  25 

X.  25,  26 

X.  25-37 

X.  29-37 

X.  36  et  aeq 

X.  38     . 

X.  38&C. 

X.  38-42 

xi.  1  .  108,  114 

xi.  1-13 

xi.  11-13 

xi.  14,  15 

xi.  16    . 

xi.  17-23 

xi.  24-26 

xi.  27    . 

xi.  27,  28 

xi.  29    . 

xi.  29-32 

xi.  33   . 

xi.  34-86 

xi.  37    . 

xi.  37  ff 

xi.  38    . 

xi.  39-46 

xi.  41    . 

xi.  45    . 

3ti.  47    . 

xi.  48   . 

xi.  49    . 

xi.  49-51 

xi.  52   . 

xi.  53    . 

xii.  1  .  178,  223 

xii.  2,  3 

xii.  4-7 

xii.  8,  9 

xii.  10  . 

xii.  15-21 

xii.  22-31 

xii.  13,  14 

xii.  33,  34 

xii.  35-40 

xii.  35-48 

xii.  47,  48 

xii.  49-53 

xii.  54-56 

xii.  57-59 

xiii.  1   • 


.  310 

.  309 

.  309 

.  534 

.  177 

.  393 

.  139 

.  253 

.  534 

.  472 

.  191 

.  196 

64,  163 

.  310 

.  300 

.  292 

.  230 

.  147 

.  309 

.  139 

.  186 

139,  180 

.  259 

.  91 

.  576 

.  284 

.  576 

135,  347 

.  185 
92,241 

.  284 

.  292 

.  164 

.  159 

.  310 

.  244 

.  243 

.  382 

356,  388 

.  310 

.  382 

.  382 

.  399 

.  393 

.  382 

.  310 

242,  281 

.  190 

.  170 

.  190 

.  576 

.  160 

.  169 

.  258 

.  168 

.  403 

.  393 

.  403 

.  347 

.  284 

.  347 

.  96 


xiii.  1-5    .     . 

.    .    220 

xiii- 1-9    .    . 

.    .    347 

xiii.  7-9    .    . 

.    .    114 

xiU.lO.    .    . 

.    .    810 

xiii.  10-17     . 

.     .    217 

xiii.  18-21      . 

139,  152 

xiii.  22.     .     . 

.    .309 

xiii.  22-25     . 

.     .    336 

xiii.  24.     .    . 

.     .    160 

xUi.  26.     . 

.    .    139 

xiii.  26,  27      . 

.     .    686 

xiii.  28.     .     . 

.    .    301 

xiii.  28-30      . 

.     .    292 

xiii.  29 .     .     . 

.     .    302 

xiii.  30.     .     . 

.    297 

xiii.  31.     .  122, 

248,  310 

xiii.  31-33     .    . 

.     270 

xiii.  34,  35     . 

.     .    393 

xiv.  1    .    .   241, 

243,  310 

xiv.  l&c.  .     . 

.    .139 

xiv.  1-6    .     . 

.    217 

xiv.  7-15  .     . 

.    241 

xiv.  13 .     .     . 

.    305 

xiv.  15-24     . 

.    292 

xiv.  21.     .    . 

.  245,  305 

xiv.  25.     .     . 

.     309 

xiv.  25-35      . 

.     178 

xiv.  34,  35     . 

.     164 

XV.  1,2     .     . 

201,  241 

XV.  2    .    .    . 

.    310 

XV.  8-7     .     . 

.    175 

XV.7     .    .    . 

.    .     198 

XV.  8,  9     .    . 

.      91 

XV.  8-10    .    . 

.    196 

XV.  11-32  .     . 

.    241 

xvi.  1-9     .     . 

.    393 

xvi.  9   .     .    . 

.    388 

xvi.  10.    .    . 

.    164 

xvi.  11.    .    . 

.    388 

xvi.  11,  12     . 

.    393 

xvi.  13      .     . 

.     169 

xW.  14      .     . 

810,  393 

xvi.  15      .     .     . 

.    281 

xvi.  16      .     .     . 

.    220 

xvi.  17      .    .    . 

.    586 

xvi.  18      .     . 

,     339 

xvi.  19-31     . 

.    382 

xvi.  29      .    . 

.    220 

xvi.  31      .    . 

.    .    220 

xvii.  1,  2  .     .     . 

.    175 

x\ii.  3,  4  .    .     . 

.    161 

xvii.  5,  6  .     .     . 

.    194 

x\ni.  7-10.     .     . 

.    231 

xvii.  11     .     . 

.    809 

xvii.  11-19    . 

.    292 

xvii.  20     .     .     . 

243,  310 

xvii.  20,  21    . 

.    284 

x\ni.  22ff.     393 

,643,652 

xvii.  24     .     . 

.     315 

xvii.  33     .     .     . 

.     190 

xviii.  1-8  .     . 

643, 656 

xvui.  9-14     .     . 

.    241 
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xWii.  11    .    . 

.    .    199 

xviii.  11,  12  . 

.    .    108 

xviii.  12    .    . 

.    .    140 

xviii.  15-17  . 

.      91 

xviii.  15-30   . 

.    .    335 

xviii.  18    .    . 

.    .    300 

xviii.  18,  19  . 

.    116 

xviii.  20a .     . 

.    800 

xviii.  28    .    . 

.    191 

xviii.  29,  30  . 

.    191 

xviii.  31-43   . 

.    347 

xix.  1-10  .     . 

.    347 

xix.  8  .    .199, 

203,  356 

xix.  10.    .    . 

.     199 

xix.  11.    .     . 

.    358 

xix.  12-37     .     . 

.    358 

xix.  27.    .     . 

.    304 

xix.  28-40     . 

.    357 

xix.  37.     .     . 

.    336 

xix.  41-44     . 

357,400 

xix.  45-48      . 

.    357 

xix.  47,  48     .    . 

.    870 

XX.  1-8     .    .    . 

111,870 

XX.  4    .    .    . 

.    105 

XX.6    .    .    . 

108,111 

XX.  7    ...    . 

.     107 

XX.  9    .    .     .     . 

.    297 

XX.  9-19   .    .    . 

.    382 

XX.  20-39.     .     . 

.    370 

XX.  22.     .     .     . 

.      89 

XX.  84-38.     .     . 

.    380 

XX.  40-46.     .    . 

.    382 

XX.  47.     .     .     . 

.    882 

xxi.  1-4    .    .    . 

.    393 

xxi.5-7ff     .     . 

.    393 

xxi.  81!    .    .     . 

643,652 

xxi.  12-19     .    . 

.    393 

xxi.  20,24     .    . 

.    652 

xxi.  24      .     . 

.    191 

xxi.  27 

.    315 

xxi.  37      .    .    . 

.    370 

xxi.  37,  38     . 

.    370 

xxii.  1,  2  .    . 

.    382 

xxii.  3-30     .    . 

.    407 

xxii.  24-27    .    . 

.    414 

xxii.  25-27    .    . 

.    352 

xxii.  28     .     . 

.    191 

xxii.  28-30    . 

.    414 

xxii.  30     .    180 

,196,346 

xxii.  31,  32   . 

.    469 

xxii.  31-53    . 

.    419 

xxii.  32     .     . 

.    269 

xxii.  35     .     . 

.    184 

xxii.  39,  40   . 

.    370 

xxii.  46     .     . 

.    264 

xxii.  54-71    . 

.    428 

xxii.  64     .     . 

.     429 

xxii.  67,68    . 

.     .     432 

xxii.  69     .     . 

815,  510 

xxiii.  1-25     . 

.     .     437 

xxiii.  2      .    . 

.     .     434 

xxiii  5      .    • 

.    .    434 

XXlll. 

xxiii. 
xxiii. 
xxiii. 
xxiii. 
xxiii. 
xxiii. 
xxiii. 
xxiv. 
xxiv. 
xxiv. 
xxiv. 
xxiv. 
xxiv. 
xxiv. 
xxiv. 
xxiv. 
xxiv. 
xxiv. 
xxiv. 
xxiv. 


25   . 
26-66 
27   . 
34   . 
86    . 

46  . 
49  . 
53  . 
1-12 

11  . 

12  . 
13-63 
24  . 
27  . 
80,31 
84  . 
37  . 
41    . 

41  et  seq. 
4Aet$ea. 

47  .    . 


John 
i.  1^    . 
i.  10-12 
i.  U      . 
i.  16-18 
i.  21      , 
i.  46,  46 
i.46      . 
ii.  1-11 
iii.  8     . 
iii.  5      . 
iii.  6      . 
iii.  19-21 
iv.  22    . 
iv.  23,24 
iv.  44    . 
iv.48    . 
V.  1-16 
V.  1-17 
V.  6       . 
V.  28,  29 
vi.  1-14 
vi.  14    . 
vi.  42    . 
vii.  15  . 
vii.  16,  17 
vii.  27  . 
vii.  30  . 
vii.  41,  42 
vii.  42  . 
vii.  49  . 
vii.  53-viii 
viii.  1 
viii.  12 
viii.  20 
viii.  29 
viii.  67 
ix.    . 
ix.  6 


JOHN 


11 


.  447 
.  447 
.    186 

261, 510 
454 

261,510 

185,336 
.    861 
.    462 
.    4711 
.     465 
.    462 
.    4651 
.    220! 
.    418 
.    465 

465,471 
.  471 
.  465 
.  220 
.  293 


.  666 


ix.22 
Z.30 
x.41 


.  672 
.  670 
.  670 
.  60 
.  40 
.  56 
.  282 
.  41 
.  41 
.  41 
.  65 
.  306 
.  693 
92 
.  287 
.  204 
.  218 
.  203 

464,475 
.  148 
.  255 
66 
.  97 
.  176 
.  118 
.  75 
.  40 
38,39, 
.  199  I 
.    3701 

870-576 
.  66 
.  75 
.  449 
.     126 

218,  355  ' 
.      66. 


XI.    .     . 
xii.  1-8 
xii.  42  . 
xiii.23 
xiv.-xvii 
xiv.  12 
xvi.  2 
xvi.  12-15 
xvi.  32 
xviii.  16 
xix.  26 
xix.  28,  29 
xix.  41 
XX.  2,3 
XX.  2-6 
XX.  8    . 
XX.  22. 
XX.  27  . 
xxi.  1-14 
xxi.  16-17 
xxi.  18, 19 
xxi.  23      . 


IM 
671 
111 
287 
207 
198 
668 
685 
691 
198 
692 
446 


464 

361 
668 
469 
668 
487 
471 
129 
469 
641 
332 


ACTS. 

i.  8-14 462 

i.  6 65 

i.  13, 14     ....  91 

i.14 67 

i.  15-v 481 

i.  18,  19    ....  484 

i.  18-20     ....  484 

i.22 43 

ii.  2-4 119 

ii.  4 47« 

ii.  19,  20   ....  289 

ii.  23 66 

U.27 486 

ii.  30 38 

ii.  36     ...     .359,471 

ii.  38 472 

ii.  42ff 492 

iii.  20,  21  e<  feg.      .359 

iii.  22ff 863 

iv.l 430 

ir.  IflE 888 

iv.6 430 

iv.  23 388 

iv.27    ...     .120,446 

iv.  27,  28  .    .     .    .  66 

iv.  32ff 492 

V.  16 472 

V.  17     ...    .388,430 

v.34ff 430 

▼.37 89 

vi.-viu.  8.    ...  502 

vi.l 492 

vi.  6 511 

vi.  8 5U 

Yi.lO    .    .    .         .  6U 
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rl.ll 
vi.  18 

vi.  U 
vi.  16 
▼ii.  2 
vii.  6 
vii.  16 
vil.  29  et  seq. 
vii.  45  .    . 
vii.  66  .    . 
vii.  58  .    . 
vii.  69  .     . 
vii.  60  .     . 
viii.  1   .     . 
viii.  7   .     . 
viii.  9-S6  . 
viii.  15-17 
viii.  15  ff. . 
viii.  16 
viii.  17 
viii.  18  ff. 
viii.  26-40 
viii.  39  et  seq. 
ix.  1-30 
ix.  Iff. 
ix.  7      . 
ix.  26ff. 
ix.  28    . 
ix.  31-xi. 
ix.  32  ff. 
ix.  37-41 


.18. 


X.  1,  a . 

X.  4 
X.  9ff. 
X.  10  . 
X.  10,  11 
X.  17  . 
X.  19  . 


X.  25,  26 
X.  28  . 
X.  36  . 
X.  37  . 
X.  38  . 
X.  44fi. 
X.46  . 
X.46,  . 
X.48  . 
xi.  .  . 
xi.l  . 
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